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a letter. Is entered at the university of Oxford, 
where he signalizes himself as a youth of an 




VI 


CONTENTS OF VOL. L 


Chap. XXIT. He is insulted by his tutor, 
'whom he lampoons; makes a considerable pro- 
gress in polite literature; and, in an excursion to 
Windsor, meets with Emilia by accident, and is 
very coldly received. 77 

XXIII. After sundry unsuccessful efforts* he 
finds means to come to an explanation with his 
mistress; and a reconciliatiA ensues. 80 

XXIV. He achieves an adventure at the as- 
sembly, and quarrels with his governor. 83 

XXV. He receives a letter fiwm his aunt, 

breaks with the commodore, and disobliges the 
lieutenant, who, nevertheless, undertakes his 
cause. 86 

XXVI. He becomes melancholy and de- 

spondent; is favoured with a condescending 
letter from his uncle; reconciles himself to his 
governor; and sets out with Emilia and her 
friend for Mrs Gauntlet’s house. 88 

^ XXVII. They meet with a dreadful alarm on 

the road; arrive at their journey’s end. Pere- 
grine is introduced to Emily’s brother; these 
two young gentlemen misunderstand each other. 
Pickle departs for the garrison. 90 

XXVIII. Peregrine is overtaken by Mr 
Gauntlet, with whom he fights a duel, and con- 
tracts an intimate friendship. He arrives at the 
garrison, and finds his mother as implacable as 
ever. He is insulted by his brother Gam, 
whose preceptor he disciplines with a horse- 
w hip. 99 

XXIX. He projects a plan of revenge, which 

is executed against the curate. 95 

XXX. Mr Sackhut and his pupil conspire 

against Peregrine, who, being apprised of their 
design by his sister, takes measures foV counter- ; 
working their scheme, which is executed by 
mistake upon Mr Gauntlet. This young sol- j 
dier meets with a cordial teception from the I 
commodore, who generously decoys him into 
tiis own interest. < 97 

XXXI. The two young gentlemen display 

their talents for gallantry, in the course of which 
they are involved in a ludicrous circumstance of 
ilistress, and afterwards take vengeance on the 
author of their mishap. 99 

XXXll. The commodore sends a challenge 
to Gamaliel, and is imposed upon by a waggish 
invention of the lieutenant. Peregrine, and 
Gauntlet. 109 

XXXIII. Peregrine takes leave of his aunt; 
sets out from the gamson; parts with his uncle 
.ind Hatchway on the road; and, with his go- 
vernor, arrives in safety at Dover. 103 

XXXIV. He adjusts the method of his cor- 
respondence with G.iuntlet; meets by accident 
w iiU an Italian charlatan, and a certain apothe- 
cary, who proves to be a noted character. 104 

XXXV. He embarks for France; is over- 
takeii iiy a storm* U surprised with the appear- 
ance of Pipes, lands at Calais, and has an affray 
w iih the officers of the custom-house. lOV 

XXX VL He makes a fruitless attempt in 
gallantry; departs for Boulogne, where he 
spi nds the evening with certain English exiles. 

no 

XXXVII. Proceeds for the capital; takes up 
his lodgings at Bernay; he is overtaken by Mr 
Horubeck, whose head he longs to fortify. 119 


Chap. XXXVIII. They set out in company, 
breakfast at Abbeville, dine at Amiens, and, 
about eleven o’clock, arrive at Chantilly,' where 
Peregrine executes a plan which he had con- 
certed upon Hornbeck. 114 

XXXIX. He is involved in an adventure at 
Paris, and taken prisoner by the city guard. 
Becomes acquainted with a French nobleman, 
who introduces him in the beau monde. 115 

XL. Acquires a distinct idea of the French 
government. Quarrels with a mousquetaire, 
whom he afterwards fights and vanquishes, after 
having punished him for interfering in his 

amorous recreations. 118 

XLI. Mr Jolter threatens to leave him, on 
account of his misconduct, which hC; promises to 
rectify; but his resolution is defeatdd by the 
impetuosity of his passion. He meets acci- 
dentally with Mrs Hornbeck, who elopes with 
him from her husband, but is restored by the 
interpositiofi of the British ambassador. 191 
XLII. Peregrine resolves to return to 'Eng- 
land. Is diverted with the odd cliaracters of 
two of his countrymen, with 'whom he contracts 
an acquaintance in the apartments of the Pal.'iis 
RoyaL 124 

XLIII. He introduces his new friends to Mr 
Jolter, with whom the doctor enters into a dis- 
pute upon government, which had well nigh 
terminated in open war. 1 27 

XLIV. The doctor prepares an entertain- 
ment in tlie manner of the ancients, which is 
attended with divers ridiculous circumstances. 

129 

XLV. The painter is persuaded to accom- 
pany Pickle to a masquerade in woman’s ap- 
parel. Is engaged in a troublesome adventure, 
and, with his companion, conveyed to the llas- 
tile. • 132 

XLVI. By the fidelity of Pipes, Jolter is in- 
formed of his pupil’s fate. Confers with the 
physician. Applies to the ambassador, wlio, 
with great difficulty, obtains the discharge of 
the prisoners on certain conditions. 134 

XLVkJ- Peregrine makes himself merry at 
the expense of the painter, who curses his land- 
lady, and breaks with the doctor. 130 

XLVIII. Pallet conceives a hearty contempt 
of his fellow-traveller, and attaches himself to 
Pickle, who, nevertheless, persecutes him with 
his mischievous talents upon the road to Flan- 
ders. 133 

XLIX. Nor is the physician sacred from his 
ridicule. They reach Arras, where our adven- 
turer engages in play with two French officers, 
who next morning give the landlord an interest- 
ing proof of their iniportaiice. I4l 

L. Peregrine morulizes upon their behaviour, 
which is condemned hy the doctor, and defended 
by the governor. ' They arrive in safetv at Lisle; 
dine at an ordinary; visit the citadel. The phy- 
sician quarrels with a North Briton, who is put 
in arrest. 143 

LI. Pickle engages with a knight of Malta in 
a conversation upon the English stage, which is 
followed by a dissertation on the theatres of the 
ancients by the doctor. 145 

Lll. An adventure happens to Pipes, in cim- 
sequence of which he is dismissed from Pere- 



CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 


vii 


grine’s service. The whole eompcDy set out 
for Ghent in the diligence. Oar hero is cap* 
. tivated by a lady in that carriage. Interests her 
spiritual director in his behalf. 147 

Crap. LIIT. He makes some progress In her 
afTeetions. Is interrupted by a dispute between 
Jolter and the Jew. Appeases the wrath of the 
capuchin, who procures for him an interview 
with his fair enslaver, in which he finds himself 
deceived. 149 

LIV. He makes another effort towards the 
accomplishment of his wish, which is postponed 
by a strange accident. 151 

LV. They depart from Ghent. Our hero 
engages in political dispute with his mistress, 
whom he.offends, and pacifies with submission. 
He practises an expedient to detain the carriage 
at Alost, and confirms the priest in his interest. 

159 

LVI. The French coquette entraps the heart 
of the Jew, against whom Pallet enters into a 
conspiracy, by which Peregrine is again disap* 
pointed, and the Hebrew’s incontinence exposed. 

154 

LVn. Pallet, endeavouring to unravel the 
mystery of the treatment he had received, falls 
out of the frying-pan into the fire. 150 

LVllI. Peregrine, almost distracted with his 
disappointments, conjures the fair Fleming to 
permit his visits at Brussels. She withdraws 
from his pursuit. 160 

LIX. Peregrine meets with Mrs Hornbeck, 
and is consoled for his loss. His valet de 
chambre is embroiled with her duenna, whom, 
however, he finds means to appease. 169 

LX. Hornbeck is informed of his wife’s ad- 
venture with Peregrine, for whom he prepares a 
stratagem, which is rendered ineffectual by the 
information of Pipes. The husband is ducked 
for his intention, and our hero apprehended by 
the patrole. 164 

LXl. Peregrine is released. Jolter con- 
founded at his mysterious conduct. A contest 
happens between the poet and painter, who are 
reconciled by the mediation of the^f fellow- 
travellers. 166 

LXII. The travellers depart for Antwerp, at 
which place the painter gives a loose to his en- 
thusiasm. 168 

LX HI. Peregriim artfully foments a quarrel 
between Pallet and the physician, who fight a 
duel on the ramparts. 171 

LXIV. The doctor exults in his victory. 
They set out for Rotterdam, where they are 
entertained by*two Dhtch gentlemen in a yacht, 
which is overturned in the Maese, to the mani- 
fest hazard of the painter’s life. They spend 
the evening with their entertainers, and next day 
visit a cabinet of curiosities. 174 

LXV. They proceed to the Hague, from 

whence they depart for Amsterdam, where they 
see a Dutch tragedy. Visit the music-house, in 
which Peregrine quarrels with the captain of a 
man of war. Pass through Haarlem, in their 
way to Leyden. Return to Rotterdam, where 
the company separates, and our hero, with his 
attendants, arrive in safety at Harwich. 176 

LXVl. Peregrine delivers his letters of re- 
commendation at London, and returns to the 


garrison, to the unspeakable joy of the commo- 
dore and his whole family. 178 

Chaf. LXVIL Secs his sister happily married. 
Visits Emilia, who receives him according to 

his deserts. 181 

LXVin. He attends* hi 8 uncle with great 
affection during a fit of illness. Sets out again 
for London. Meets with his friend Godfrey, 
who is prevailed upon to accompany hiir. to 
Bath; on the road to which place they chance to 
dine with a person who entertains them with a 
curious account of a certain company of adven- 
turers. 183 

LXDC. Godfrey executes a scheme at Bath, 
by which a company of sharpers is ruined. 1 84 

LXX. The two friends eclipse all their com- 
petitors in gallantry, and practise a pleasant 
project of revenge upon the physicians of the 
place. 186 

LXXL Peregrine humbles a noted Hector, 
and meets with a strange character, at the house 
of a certain lady. 189 

LXXII. He cultivates an acquaintance with 
the misanthrope, who favours him with a short 
sketch of his own history. 191 

LXXIII. Peregrine arrives at the garrison, 
and receives the last admonitions of Commodore 
Trunnion, who next day resigns his breath, and 
is buried according to his own directions. Some 
gentlemen in the country make a fruitless at- 
tempt to accommodate matters betwixt Mr 
Gamaliel Pickle and his eldest son. 194 

LXXIV . The young gentleman having settled 
his domestic affairs, arrives in London, and sets 
up a gay equipage. He meets with Emilia, and 
is introdaced to her uncle. 196 

LXXV^ He prosecutes his design upon Emilia 
with great art and perseverance. 198 

LXXVI. He nrdvails upon Emilia to accom- 
pany him to a masquerade, makes a treacherous 
attempt upon her affection, and meets with a 
deserved repulse. 200 

LXXVll. He endeavours to reconcile himself 
to his mistress, and expostulates with the uncle, 
who forbids him the house. 202 

LXXVlll. He projects a violent scheme, in 
consequence of which he is involved in a most 
fatiguing adventure, which greatly tends towards 
the augmentation of his chagrin. 204 

LXXIX. Peregrine sends a message to Mrs 
Gauntlet, who rejects his proposal. He repairs 
to the garrison. 207 

LXXX. He returns to London, and meets 
with Cadwallader, who entertains him with 
many curious particulars. Crabtree sounds the 
duchess, and undeceives Pickle, who, by an 
extraordinary accident, becomes acquainted witli 
another lady of quality. 208 

LXXXI. Memoirs of a lady of quality. 212 
LXXXII. He persuades Cadwallader to as- 
sume the character of a magician, in which he 
acquires a great share of reputation by his 
responses to three females of distinction, who 
severally consult the researches of his art. 263 
LXXXIII. Peregrine, and his friend Cad- 
wallader, proceed in the exercise of the mys- 
tery of fortune-telling, in the course of which 
they achieve various adventures. 266 . 

LXXXIV. The conjuror, and hii associate. 



CONTENTS OP VOL. I. 


viii 

execute a plan of vengeance against certain 
infidels, who pretend to despise their art; and 
Peregrine achieves an adventure with a young 
nobleman. 271 

Chap. LXXXV. Peregrine is celebrated as 
a wit and patron, and proceeds to entertain him- 
self at the expense of whom it did concern. 274 
LXXXVI. Peregrine rcHiives a letter from 
Hatchway, in consequence of which he repairs 
to the garrison, and performs the last offices to 
his aunt. He is visited by Mr Gauntlet, who 
invites him to his marriage. 277 

LXXXVII. Peregrine sets Out for the garri- 
son, and meets with a nymph of the road, whom 
he takes into keeping, and metamorphoses into 
a fine lady. 2S.1 

LXXXVIll. He is visited by Pallet; contracts 
an intimacy with a Newmarket nobleman; and 
is by the knowing ones taken in. 286 

LXXXIX. He is taken into the protection of I 
a great man; sets up for a member of parliament; I 
is disappointed in his expectation, and finds j 
himself egregiously outwitted. 288 

XC. Peregrine commences minister’s depen- 
dent; meets by accident with Mrs Gauntlet, and 
descends gradually in the condition of life. 293 
XCl. Cad walludcr acts the part of a comforter 
to his friend; and, in his turn, is consoled by 
Peregrine, who begins to find himself a most 
egregious dupe. 297 

XOII. He is indulged with a second audience 
by the minister, of whose sincerity he is con- 
vinced. His pride and ambition revive, and 
again are mortified. dOO 

XCllI. He commits himself to the public; is 
admitted member of a college of authors. 502 
XCIV. Proceedings of Uic college. 505 
XCV. The young gentleman is introduced to 
a virtuoso of the first ordci, and commences 
yelper. 309 


Chap. XCVI. Peregrine, finding himself ne- 
glected by Sir Steady Steerwell, expostulates 
with him in a letter; in consequence of which he 
is forbid his house, loses his pension, and incurs 
the charge of lunacy. 51 2 

XCVll. He writes against the minister; by 
whose instigation he is arrested, and moves him- 
self, by habeas corpus^ into the Fleet. 317 
XCVIll. Pickle seems tolerably well recon- 
ciled to his cage; and is by the clergyman enter- 
tained with the memoirs of a noted personage, 
whom he sees by accident in the Fleet. 324 

XCIX. He is surprised with the appearance 
of Hatchway and Pipes, who take up their 
habitation in his neighbourhood, contrary to his 
inclination and express desire. 345 

C. These associates commit an as^ult upon 
Crabtree, for which they are banished from the 
Fleet. Peregrine begins to feel the effects of 
confinement. 349 

Cl. He receiv'es an unexpected visit; and the 
clouds of misfortune begin to separate. 351 
Cll. Peregrine reconciles himself to the 
lieutenant, and renews his connection with 
society. Divers plans are projected in his be- 
half, and he has occasion to exhibit a remarkable 
proof of self-denial. 354 

cm. He is engaged in a very extraordinary 
correspondence, which is interrupted by a very 
unexpected event. 356 

CIV. Peregrine holds a consultation with his 
friends; in consequence of which he bids adieu 
to the Fleet. He arrives at his father’s house, 
and asserts his right of inheritance. 359 

CV. He performs the last offices to his father, 
and returns to London upon a very interesting 
design. 361 

eVL He enjoys an interview with Emilia, 
and makes himself ample amends for all the 
mortifications of his life. 363 


ADVENTURES OF FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 

c 

Dedication. 369 


Chap. I. Some sage observations that natu* 
nilly introduce our important history. 371 

il. A superficial view of our hero’s infancy. 

373 

HI. He is initiated in a military life, and has 
the good fortune to acquire a generous patron. 

"”4 

IV . His modier's prowess and death; together 
with BOipe instances of his own sagacity, 375 

V. A brief detail of his education. 377 

VI. He meditates schemes of importance. 

379 

• VII. Fingages in partnership with a female 
associate, in order to put his talents in action. 

381 

Vlll. Their first attempt; with a digression 


which some readers may think impertinent. 

^ 383 

Chap. IX. The confederates change their bat- 
ten-, and achieve a remarkable adventure. 385 

X. They proceed to levy contributions, with 

great success, until onr hero sets out with the 
young count for Vienna, where he enters into 
league with another adventnrer. 386 

XI. Fathom mahea various efforts in the 

world of gallantry. 388 

XII. He effects a lodgment in the house of a 

rich jeweller. 389 

XIIL He Is exposed to a moat perilous inci- 
dent in the course of his intrigue with the daugh- 
ter. 391 

XIV. He is redueed to a dreadful dilemma. 



CONTENTS OP VOL. I. 


IX 


ia consequence of an assignation vrith the wife. 

’ . 393 

Chap. XV. But at length succeeds in his at- 
tempt upon both. 394 

XVI. His success begets a blind security^ by 

which he is once again well nigh entrapped in 
his dulcinea’s apartment. 397 

XVII. The step-dame*a suspicions being! 

awakened, she lays a snare for our adventurer, | 
from which he is delivered by the interposition 
of his good genius. 399 

XVIII. Our hero departs from Vienna, and 
quits the domains of Venus for the rough field 
of Mars. 403 

XIX. He pjits himself under the guidance of 
his associate, and stumbles upon the French 
camp, where he finishes his militaty career. 

404 

XX. He prepares a stratagem, but finds him- 

self countermined; proceeds on his journey, and 
is overtaken by a terrible tempest. 406 

' XXI. He falls upon Scylla seeking to avoid 
Charybdis. 40S 

XXII. He arrives at Paris, and is pleased 
with his reception. ,410 

XXIII. Acquits himself with address in a 
nocturnal riot. 411 

XXIV. He overlooks the advances of his 
friends, and smarts severely for his neglect. 

415 

XXV. He hears his fate like a philosopher; 

and contracts acquaintance with a very remark- 
able personage. 418 

XXVI. The history of the noble Castilian. 

420 

XXVII. A flagrant instance of Fathom’s vir- 
tue, in the manner of his retreat to England. 

427 

XXVIll. Some account of his fellow-travel- 
lers. 429 

XXIX. Another providential deliverance from 
the effect of tlie smuggler’s ingenious conjecture. 

430. 

XXX. The singular manner of FatJ^om’s 

attack and triumph over the virtue of fi&e fair 
Elcnor. " 433 

XXXI. He by accident encounters his old 

friend, with whom he holds a conference, and 
renews a treaty. 435 

XXXII. lie appeacy in the great world with 
universal applause and admiration. 437 

XXXI II. He attracts the envy and ill offices 
of the minor knights of his own order, over 
whom he obtains a complete victory. 439 

XXXIV. He iiferforms another exploit, that 
conveys a true Idea of his gratitude and honour. 

440 

XXXV. He repairs to Bristol spring, where 
he reigns paramount during the whole season. 

.445 

XXXVI. He is smitten with the charms of a 
female adventurer, whose allurements subject 
him to a new vicissitude of fortuue. 447 

XXXVU. Fresh cause for exerting his equa- 
Aimi^ and fortitude. 448 

XXXVIII. The biter is bit. 451 

B 


Chap. XXXIX. Our adventurer is made ac- 
quainted with a new scene of life. 453 

XL. He contemplates mqjesty and its satel- 
lites in eclipse. 455 

XLI. One quarrel is compromised, and an- 
other decided, by unusual arms* • 457 

XLII. An unexpected rencountei^, and a hap- 
py revolution in our adventurer’s affairs. 460 
I XLIU. Fathom justifies the proverb, V7hat’s 
bred in the bone will never come out of the 
flesh.” 463 

XLIV. Anecdotes of poverty, and experi- 
ments for the benefit of those whom it may con- 
cern. 463 

XLV. Kenaldo’s distress deepens, and Fa- 
thom’s plot thickens. 466 

XLVI. Our adventurer becomes absolute in 
his power over the passions of his friend, and 
effects one half of his aim. 468 

XLVII. The art of borrowing further ex- 
plained, and an account of a strange phenome- 
non. 472 

XL VIII. Count Fathom unmasks his batter}-; 
is repulsed, and varies his operations without 
effect. 476 

XUX. Monimia’s honour is protected by the 
interposi tion of heaven. 47 8 

L. Fathom shifts the scene, and appears in a 
new character. 481 

1*1. Triumphs over a roedieal rival, 485 

Lll. Repairs to the metropolis, and enrols 
himself among the sons of Pisan. 488 

LIII. Acquires employment, in consequence 
of a lucky miscarriage. 490 

LIV. eclipse, and gradual declination. 

. • 493 

LV. After divers unsuccessful efforts, he has 
recourse to the matrimonial noose. 495 

LVl. In which ht^ fortune is effectually stran- 
gled. , 498 

LVH. Fathom being safely housed, the 
reader is entertained with a retrospect. 500 
LVIII. Renaldo abridges the proceedings at 
law, and approves himself the son of his father. 

502 

LIX. He is the messenger of happiness to 
his sister, who removes the film which had long 
obstracted his penetration with regard to Count 
Fathom. 504 

LX. lie rccompences the attachment of his 
friend; and receives a letter that reduces him to 
the verge of death and distraction. 507 

LXI. Renaldo meets with a living monument 
of justice, and encounters a personage of some 
note in these memoirs. 512 

LXII. His return to England, and midnigltt 
pilgrimage to Monimia’s toinh. 514 

LXm. He renews the rites of sorrow, and is 
entranced. 517 

LXIY. The mystery unfolded. Another re- 
cognition, which, it Is to be hoped, the reader 
could not foresee. S2l 

LXV. A retrospective link, necessary for the 
concatenation of these memoirs. 535 

LXVl. The history draws near a period. 538 
LXVll. The longest and the last. 533 



PREFATORY MEMOIR 


or 

THE* LIFE AND WRITINGS OF SMOLLETT. 

BY 

SIR WALTER SCOTT. 


Tht life ot Smolklt, whose genius h is raised 
in iniperishable monument to his Ume, Ins 
be n wiitten, with spiiit and ek game, hv his 
friend and i,ontempouv>, the celebi Utd Di 
Mooie, and more lately b) Di Uobert Andei- 
son, of Idinburgli, with a caieful lesesich, 
vhicU Iea\es us little except the task of seltc- 
t ion and abi idgcment 

Oui authoi was descended fiom an ancient 
ind honouiabk larnil), in advantage to which 
fioin vaiious passigcs in his wiitings, he seems 
I ^ have ittiched considciabk weight, and the 
consciousness of which seems to have oontiibuted 
Its share in forming some ot the peculiaiitics ot 
his chai ictci 

Sii James Smollet% of Bonhill, the grmdfi- 
Oici of the ctlebiued autlioi, was bied to the 
I 41, became one ot the commissaiies (i^» con- 
s stoiial pidges) of Ldinbuigli, represenUd the 
buigh of Dunbaiton in the Scottish parliament, 
ind lent his iid to dissolve that lepiescntalive 
I odv foi e\rt, being one ot the commissioneis 

r flaming the union with England By his 
‘ ly i daughter ot %ii Aulay Mao Aulay, of 
Atdiiicaple, bii James Smollett had tour sons, 
1 whom Ai chib del, the }Ollnges^ wasfathei of 
tie pot l 

It appeals that Aiclidiald Smollett lollowed 
10 pi ole ssion, and th it, without his f ithei ’s con- 
•sent, he mu Tied an amiable woman, Barbara, 
laughUi ot Ml Cunningham, ot Gilbeitfield 

I he tlisunioa betwixt the son and lathei, to 
vhich this act ot imprudence gave rise, did not 
pievint Su James Smollett Iroin assigning to 
him, lor his siippoit, the house and firm ot 
iklqiihiiin, iieai Ins own mansion ot Bonhill 
Auhibald Smollett died earlv, leaving two sons 
ind \ daughter wholl} depuulent on the kind- 
itss ot his giandtatbei The eldest son cm- 
hriced the militaiy life, and peiished by the 
i-h pwieck of a transpoit The daughter, Jane, 

I I lined Mrlelter, of Leadhills, and her de> 
scendant Captoin John Smollett, U N , now 


reprt sents the familv , and possesses the estate 
of Bonhill llie second son of Aiehibald 
Smollett 18 the subject of this memoii 

lobias Smollett (baptued lobias-Geoige) 
washoin m t 721 , intht old hoiisi of Dalquhurii, 
111 the vulk) ot Levin, in peihips the most 
beautiful distiict in Butam Tts distinguished 
native li is celibrated the vale of Leven, not only 
m the bi mtiful ode addi eased to his parent 
stieam, bid 111 the tixpediiion ot Unviphutf 
Cbnkei^ whcie he mentions the home of his 
toicfatheis in tliejplfovvingenthusiiibtie, vet nut 
cvag^eiated turns, ** V vei) little above the 
soul re ot the lA:ven, on the lake, stands tbv 
house of Cameron, belonging to Mi Smollett,* 
so embosomed in an oak wood that we did not 
see It till we were within fifty yards of the dooi 
The lakr approaches, on one side, to within six 
01 seven vards of the window It might havi 
been placed in a higher situation, which would 
have affoided a moie extensive piospect, and i 
dnci atmosphere, but this impiifcction is not 
chaigeable on the piesent propuetoi, who pui- 
chased it icady bi ilt, ratliei than be at the trou- 
ble ot repaii mg his own family house of Bonhill, 
which stands two miles fiom hence, on the Le- 
vi ii, so siuiounded with plantations, hat it used 
tobf known hv the name ot the mavis (ot thiusli) 
nest Above that house is a lomantic glen, oi 
cleft ot amountain, coveied with hanging woods, 
having, at bottom, a stieam nt ^ine watei, that 
forms d number of casradts in its descent to 
join the Leven, so that the scene is quite cn- 
chanting 

“ I have seen the Lago di Gardi, Albano de 
\ ICO, Bolseiia, and Geneva, and I prefer Loch- 
Lomond to them all , a pieftrence which is cei- 
tainly owing to the verdant islands that seem to 
ftoat upon Its suiface, affording the most en- 
chanting objects of I epose to the cxcui sive view 
k or are the banka destitute ol beauties, which 


* fhe late Comous^aiy Smollett 
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even partake 'of the sublime. On this side they 
display'a sweet variety of wood-land, cornfields, 
and pasture, with several agreeable villas, emer- 
ging, as it were, out of tlie lake, till, at some 
distance, the prospect terminates inhugemoun-| 
tains, covered with heath, which, being in the ‘ 
doom, affords a very rich, covering of purple. 
Every thing here is romantic beyond imagi- 
nation. This country is justly styled the Arca- 
dia of Scotland. I do not doubt but it may vie 
with Arcadia in every thing but climate. I am 
sure it excels it in verdure, wood, and water.” 

A poet, bred up amongst such scenes, must 
become doubly attached to his art, and, aecord- 
ingly, it appears that Smollett was, in the high- 
est degree, sensible of the beauties of nature, 
although his fame has chiefly risen upon his 
power of delineating human character. He ob- 
tained the rudiments of classical knowledge at 
the Dunbarton grammar-school, then taught by 
Mr John Love, the scarce less learned antago- 
nist of the learned Kuddiman. From thence he 
removed to Glasgow, where he pursued his 
studies with diligence and success, and was 
finally bound apprentfee to Mr John Gordon, an 
eminent surgeon. This destination was 'con- 
trary to young Smollett’s wishes, which strongly 
determined him to a military life, and he is sup- 
posed to have avenged himself both of his 
grandfather, who contradicted his inclinations, 
and of his master, by describing the former un- 
der the uiiamiable character of tlie old judge, 
and the latter as Mr Potion, the first master of 
Roderick Random. At a later period, he did 
Mr Gordon justice hy mentioning him in the 
following terms : 1 was intro<luccd to Mr 

Gordon,” says Matthew/ Bramble; patriot 
of a truly noble spirit, who is father of the linen 
manufactory in that placc*,^and w’as the great 
promoter of the city work-house, infirmary, and 
other works of public utility. Had he lived in 
ancient Rome, he would have been honoured 
with a statue at the public expense.” 

During his apprenticeship, Smollett’s conduct 
indicated that love of frolic, practical jest, and 
playful mischief, of wliich his works show many 
proofs, and the young novelist gave also several 
proofs of his talents and propensity to satire. It 
is said, that his master expressed his conviction of 
Smollett’s future eminence in very homely, but 
t xpressive terms, when some of his neighbours 
were boasting the superior decorum and pro- 
priety of their young pupils. ** It may be all 
very true,*’ said the keeii-sighted Mr Gordon ; 
**but give me, before them all, my own bubbiy- 
nosed callant, with the stane in his pouch.” 

In the eighteenth year of Smollett’s life, his 
grandfather, Sir James, died, anil made no provi- 
/ by his will for the children of his youngest 
son, a neglect which, joined to other circum- 
stances already mentioned, procured him, from 
his irritable descendant, the painful distinction 
whrh the old judge holds in the narrative of 
Roderick Random* 

Without efficient patronage of any kind, 
Smollett, in liis nineteenth year, went to I^n- 
don, to seek his fortutie wherever he might 
find it. He carried with him the Regicide^ a 
tragedy, written during tlie progress of his 


studies, but which, though it evinces in particu- 
lar passages the genius of the author, cannot be 
termed with justice a performance suited for the 
stage. Lord Lyttleton, as a patron— Garrick 
and Lacy, as managers— gave the youthful au- 
thor some encouragement, which perhaps, the 
sanguine temper of Smollett overrated ; for, in 
the story of Mr Melopoyn where he gives the 
history of his attempts to bring the Regicide on 
the stage, the patron and the manager are not 
spared; and, in PeregHne Pickle^ Uic person- 
age of Gosling Scrag, which occurs in the first 
edition only, is meant to represent Lord Lyttle- 
ton. The story is more briefly told in the pre- 
face to the first edition of the Regicide^ where 
the author informs us that his 'tragedy “was 
taken into the protection of one oftbose little 
fellows who are sometimes called great men, 
and, like other orphans, neglected accordingly. 

I Stung with resentment, which I mistook for con- 
tempt, 1 resolved to punish this barbarous in- 
difference, and actually discarded my patron ; 
consoling myself with the barren praise of a 
few associates, who, in the most indefatigable 
manner, employed their time and influence in 
collecting from all quarters observations on my 
piece, which, in consequence of those sugges- 
tions, put on a new appearance almost every day, 
until my occasion called me out of the kingdom. ” 

Disappointed in the hopes he had founded on 
his theatrical attempt, Smollett accepted the 
situation of a surgeon’s mate on board of a ship 
of the line, in the expedition to Cartliagcna, in 
1741, of which he published a short account in 
RodeHck Random, and a longer narrative in a 
Compendium of Voyages, published in 1751, 

I But the term of our author’s service in the navy 
I was chictly remarkable from his having acquir- 
i ed, in that brief space, such intimate knowledge 
of our nautical world as enabled him to describe 
sailors with such truth and spirit of delineation 
I that, from that time, whoever has undertaken 
I the same task has seemed to copy more from 
i Smollett than from nature. Our author quitted 
i the rti^vy, in disgust alike with the drudgery, 
and with the despotic discipline, which, in those 
days, was qualified by no urbanity on the part of 
the superior officerB, and which exposed subor- 
dinates in the service to such mortifications, as 
a haughty spirit like that of Smollett could very 
ill endure. He left the Wvice in the West In- 
dies, and after a residence of some lime in the 
island of Jamaica, returned to England in 1740. 

It was at this time, when, incensed nt the 
brutal severities exercised by#the government’s 
troops in the Highlands,' to which romantic 
regions lie was a neighbour by birth, Smollett 
wrote the pathetic, spirited, and patriotic verses 
entitled The Tears of Caledonia, The late 
Robert Graham, Esq. of Gartmore, a paiticular 
friend and trustee of Smollett, has recorded the 
manner in which this effusion was poured forth. 
“ Some gentlemen having met at a tavern were 
amusing themselves before supper, with a game 
at cards; while Smollett, not choosing to play, 
sat down to write. One of the company, who 
also was nominated by him one of his trustees 
(Gartmore himself), observing his earnestness, 
and supposing he was writing verses, asked him 
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if it was not so. He accordingly read them the 
first sketch of his Teart of Scotland^ consisting 
only of six stanzas: and, on their remarking that 
the termination of the poem, being too strongly 
expressed, might give ofTence to the persons 
whose political opinions were different, he sat 
down, without reply, and with an air of great 
indignation, subjoined the concluding stanza: 

While the warm blood bedews my veins. 

And unimpaired remembrance reigns, 
Resentment of my country's fate 
Within my filial breast shall beat. 

Yes, spite of thine insulting file. 

My sympathizii:^ verse shall flow. 

Mourn, hapless Caledonia, mourn, 

Thy bani^'d peace, thy laurels tom !" 

SmolleCwas now settled in London, and com- 
menced his career as a professional man. He 
was not successful as a physician, prohahly be- 
cause his independent and haughty spirit neg- 
lected the by-paths which lead to fame in that 
profession. One account says, that he failed to 
render himself agreeablo to his female patienti, 
certainly not for want of address or figure, for 
both were remarkably pleasing, hut more pro- 
bably by a hasty impatience of listening to*petty 
complaints, and a want of sympathy with those | 
-who laboured under no real indisposition. It is 
remarkable, that although very many, perhaps 
the greatest number of successful medical men, 
have assumed a despotic authority over their pa- 
tients after their charaoter was established, few 
or none have risen to pre-eminence in practice 
who used the same want of ceremony in the 
commencement of their career. Perhaps, how- 
ever, Dr Smollett was too soon discouraged, and 
abandoned prematurely a profession in which 
success is proverbially slow. 

Smollett, who must have felt his own powers, 
had naturally recourse to his pen; and besides 
repeated attempts to get his tragedy acted, sent 
forth, in 1746 Advice, and, in 1747 Reproof 
both poetical satires possessed of considerable 
merit, but which only influenced the fate of the 
author, as they increased the number q^lfis per- 
sonal enemies. Rich, the manager, was parti- 
cularly satirized in Reproof Smollett had 
written, for the Covent-Garden theatre, an 
opera called Aloeste which was not acted in con- 
sequence of some qu^rel betwixt the author and 
manager, which Smoilet thus avenged. 

About 1747, Smoilet was married to Miss 
Lascellea, a beautiful and accomplished wo- 
man, to whom he had become attached in the 
West Indies, instead of an expected fortune of 
£3000, he gainedj by this connexion, only a 
lawsuit, and the increased expense of house- 
keeping, which he was still less able to afford, 
and which again obliged him to have recourse 
to his literary talents. 

Necessity is the mother of invention in liter- 
ature as well as in the arts, and the necessity of 
Smollett brought him forth in his pre-emiuent 
character of a novelist. Roderick Random may 
he considered as an imitation of Le Sage, as the 
hero flits through almost every scene of public 
and private life, recording, as he paints his own 
adventures, the manners of the times, with all 
their various shades and diversities of colour- 


ing, but forming no connected plot or story, the 
several parts of which hold connection with, or 
bear proportion to, each other. It was the se- 
cond example of the minor romance, or English 
novel. Fielding had, shortly before, set the 
example in his Tom Jones, and a rival of almost 
equal eminence, in 1748, brought forth The 
Adventures of Roderick Random, a work which 
was eagerly received by the public, and brought 
both reputation and profit to the author. 

It was generally believed that Smollett paint- 
ed some of his own early adventures under the 
veil of fiction; but the piihlio carried the spirit 
of applying the characters of a work of fiction to 
living personages much farther, perhaps, than 
the author intended. Guwkey, Crabbe, and Po- 
tion, were assigned to individuals in the west of 
Scotland; Mrs Smollett was supposed to be Nar- 
cissa ; the author himself represented Roderick 
Random (of which there can be little doubt); a 
book-binder and barber, the early acquaintances 
of Doctor Smollett, contended for the charaeter 
of the attached, amiable, simple-hearted Strap; 
and the two naval officers, under whom Smollett 
had served, were stigmatized under the names 
of Oakum and Whiffte. Certain it is that the 
contempt witli which his unfortunate play had 
been treated forms the basis of Mr Melopoyii’s 
story, in which Garrick and Lyttletoii are 
roughly treated under the characters of Marmo- 
zet and Sheerwit. The public did not taste 
less keenly the real merits of this interesting and 
humorous work, because they conceived it to 
possess the zest arising from personal allusion; 
and the sale of the work exceeded greatly the 
expectations of all concerned. 

Having "now the nir of the public, Smollett 
published, by subscription, his unfortunate ti'a- 
gedy. The RegidM, in order to shame those 
who had barred^ is access to the stage. The 
preface is filled aw ith complaints, which are nei- 
ther just nor manly, and with strictures upon 
Garrick aiid Lyttleton, which amount almost to 
abuse. The merits of the piece by no means 
vindicate this extreme resentment on the part 
of the author, and of this Smollett himself be- 
came at length sensible. He was impetuous, 
but not sullen in his resentment, and generously 
allowed, in his Ristory of Enj^land, the full 
merit to those whom, in the first impulse of 
passion and disappointment, he had treated with 
injustice.* 

In 1750, Smollett made a tour to Paris, where 
he gleaned materials for future works of fiction, 
besides enlarging his acquaintance with life and 
manners. A coxcomb painter whom he met on 

* DcsirouB “of doing justice in a work of truth for 
W'rongs done in a wow of fiction," (to use his own 
expression) in givina a sketch of the liberal arts in his 
History of EngUma, he remarked, “ the exhibitions 
of the stage were improved, to the most exquisite en- 
tertainment, by the tmenis and management of Gar- 
rick, who greatly surpassed all his predecessors of 
this, and perhaps evei^ other nation, in his genius for 
acting, in the sweetness and variety of his tone|^ the 
irresistible magic of his eye, the fire and vivacity of 
his action, the elegance of attitude, and the wnolc 
pathos of expression. Candidates for literary fame 
appeared even in the higher sphere of life, emhel- 
lisnod the nervous sense and extensive erudition 



14 


PREFATORY MEMOIR OF 


this occasion formed the original of the exqui- 
site Pallet, while Dr Akcnside, a nan. of a vei^ 
different character, was marked the future prey 
of satire, as the pedantic doctor of medicine. 
He is said to have offended Smollett hy some 
national reflections on Scotland, while his ex- 
travagant zeal for liberty, was in no great 
danger, and his pedantic and exclusive admira- 
tion of the manners of classioid antiquity, afford- 
ed, as Smollett has drawn them, an ample fund 
of ridicule. , 

Peregrine Pickle is supposed to have been 
written chiefly in Paris, and appeared in 1751. 
It was received by the public with uncommon 
avidity, and a large impression dispersed, not- 
withstanding the efforts of certain booksellers 
and others whom Smollett accuses of attempts 
to obstruct the sale, the book being published 
on account of tlie author himself. His irritable 
temper induced him to run hastily before the 
public with complaints, which, howsoever well 
Of ill-grounded, the public has been at all times 
accustomed to hear with great indifference. 
Many professional authors, philosophers, and 
other public characters of the time, were also 
satirized with little restraint. 

The splendid merit of the work* itself was a 
much greater victory over the author’s enemies, 
if he really had such, than any which he could 
gain by personal altercation with unworthy op- 
ponents. Yet by many his second novel was 
not thought quite equal to his first. In truth, 
there occurs betwixt Roderick Random and 
Peregrine Pickle a difference which is often ob- 
served betwixt the first and second efforts of au- 
thors who had been successful in*this line. 
Pcregi'ine Pickle \i more* finished, more sedu- 
lously laboured into excellejicc, exhibits scenes 
of more accumulated interest,^ and presents a 
richer variety of character and adventure than 
Roderick Randoms but yet thei^e is an ease and 
simplicity in the first novel which is not quite 
attained in the second, where the author has 

of a Corke, by the delicate taste, the polished muse, 
and tender feelings of a Lyttleton.’* 

Not satisfied wiiii this pn5/tc declaration of his senti- 
ments, he wrote instill stronger terms to Mr Garrick. 

*' Dear Sir, “ Chelsea, Jan. 27, 1762. 

‘*1 tliis morning received your Wader's 7ye, 
and am agreeably flattered fay this mark of your at- 
tention. what iBcid of Mr Garrick, in the history 
of England, was, I firotest, the language of my heart 
I shall rejoice, if he thinly I have done him barely 
justice. 1 am sure the public will think 1 have done 
him no more than justice. In giving a short sketch 
of the liberal arts, I could not, wiui any proprie^, 
forbear mentioning a gentleman so eminently distin- 
guished by. a gcAt^ that has no rival. Besides, 1 
thought it was duty incumb«mt on me, in particular, 
to make a public atoncmen;, in a w'ork of truth, for 
wrongs done luni In a work of fiction. 

** Among die other inconveniences arising from 
ill-health, I deeply regret my being disabled Tram a 
personal euliivatiui of your good-will, and the tm- 
speakable eiyoyment 1 should sometimes derive from 
your private oouversation, as well as from the public 
exertion of youiytojUints ; but, seqiiescered as I am fVom 
the world ofijSLrtainment, the consciousness fif 
^ standing wcllm^wr opinion will ever afford sin- 
* guiar sadsfacUon to, Dear Sir, 

“ Your very humble servant, 

<‘T. Smollett." 


substituted splendour of colouring for simplicity 
of outline. Thus, of the inimitable sea charac- 
ters, Trunnion, Pipes, and even Hatchway, bor- 
der upon caricature; but Lieutenant Bowling 
and Jack Rattlin' are truth and nature itself. 
The reason seems to be, that when an author 
brings forth his first representation of any class 
of characters, he seizes on the leading and strik- 
ing outlines, and therefore, in the second at- 
tempt of the same kind, he is forced to make 
some distinction, and either to invest his per- 
sonage with less obvious and ordinaiy traits of 
character, or to place him in a new and leas na- 
tural light. Hence, it would seem, the differ- 
ence of opinion which sometimes qpeurs betwixt 
the author and the reader, respecting the com- 
parative value of early and subsequent publica- 
tions. The author naturally prefers that upon 
which he is conscious much more labour has 
been bestowed, while the public often remain 
constant to their first love, and prefer the faci- 
lity and truth of the earlier work to the more ’ 
elaborate execution displayed in those which 
follow it. But though the simplicity of its pre- 
decessor was not, and could not be, repeated in 
Smollett’s second novel, his powers are so far 
from evincing any falling off, &at in Peregrine 
Pickle there is a much wider range of charac- 
ter and incident than is exhibited in Roderick 
Random^ as well as a more rich and brilliant 
display of the talents and humour of the distin- 
guished author. 

Peregrine Pickle did not, however, owe its 
success entirely to its intrinsic merit. The 
Memoirs of a Lady of Quality, a separate tale, 
thrust into the work with which it has no sort 
of connexion, in the msnncr introduced by Cer- 
vantes, and followed by Le Sage and Fielding, 
added considerably to its immediate popularity. 
These Memoirs, which are now regarded as a 
tiresome and unnecessary excrescence upon the 
main story, contain the history of Lady Vane, 
renowned at that time for her beauty and het' 
intrigqys.* 7'he Lady not only furnished 
SmollctKwitli the materials for recording her 
own infamy, but it is said, rewarded him hand- 
somely for the insertion of her story. Mr 
M’Kercher, a character of a different descrip- 
tion, was also introduced. He' was remarkable 
for the benevolent quixotigr with which he sup- 
ported the pretensions of the unfortunate Mr 
Annesley, a claimant of the title and property 
ofAnglesea. The public took the interest in 
the frailties of Lady Vaqe, and the benevolence 
of Mr M’Kercher, whibh the/ always take in 
the history of living, and remarkable characters; 
and the anecdotes respecting the demirep and 
the man of charity greatly promoted the instant 
popularity of Peregrine Pickle, 

I The extreme license of some of the scenes de- 
scribed in this novel gave just offence to the 

* Lady Vane was the daughter of Francis Hatves. 
Esq. of ^rley Hall* near Reading, in Berkshire, one 
of the South Sea Directors in 1720, and married about 
the beginning of 1732, at the age of seventeen, to 
Lord William Hamilton, who dying July 11, 1734, 
she married, 19, 1735, Lord Viscount Vane, of 
the kingdom of Ireland with whom she had various 
scniidaloiis law-suits, and died in London, March 31, 
1788, iii the seventy-second year of her life. 
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tbifikiog part of tlie publJiC; anil the work, in 
conformity tp'tbeir just ooihplaifits^ was' much al- 
tered in the second edition. The preliminary 
adTertisemeni has tliese words:-!— ** It was the 
author's duty, as well as his interest, to oblige 
the public with this edition, which he has en- 
deavoured to render less unworthy of theii^ ac- 
ceptance, by retrenching the superfluities Of 
the ^rst, reforming its manners, and correcting 
its expression. Divers uninteresting incidents 
are wholly suppressed; some humorous- scenes 
lie has endeavoured to heighten; and he flatters 
himself that he has expunged every adventure, 
phrase, and insinuation, tliat could be constru- 
ed, by the most delicate reader, into a trespass 
upon the ruleS of decorum. 

‘*He owfis with contrition, that in one or two 
instances he gave Av^y too much to the Sugges- 
tions of personal resentment, and represented 
characters, as they appeared to him at the time, 
through the exaggerated medium of prejudice. 
.But he has, in this impression, endeavoured to 
make atonement for these extravagances. How- 
soever he may have erred in point of judgment 
or discretion, he defies the whole world to 
prove that he Avaa ever guilty of one act of fhal- 
ice, iiigratitAide, or dishonour. This declara- 
tion he may be permitted to make, without in- 
curring the imputation of vanity or presumption, 
considering the numerous shafts of envy, ran- 
cour, and revenge, that have lately, both in pub- 
lic and private, been levelled at his reputation.'* 

In reference to this palinode, wc may barely 
observe that the passages retrenched in the se- 
cond edition are, generally speaking, the detail 
of those frolics in which the author has per- 
mitted his turn for humour greatly to outrun his 
sense of decency and propriety; and, in this 
respect, notwithstanding what he himself says 
in the pass.age just quoted, the work would have 
been much improved by a more unsparing appli- 
cation of the pruning-knife. Several personal 
reflections were also omitted, particularly those 
on Lyttleton and Fielding, whom he had up- 
braided for his dependence on that staj^^nan's 
patronage.* 

Doctor Anderson informs us, that, at this pe- 
riod, Smollett seems to have obtained the degree 
of doctor of physic, probably from a foreign 
university, and announced himself a candidate 
for fame and fortune .as a physician, by a publi- 
cation entitled ** An Essay on the External Use 
of Water, in a letter to Dr——, with particu- 
lar Remarks upon the present Method of using 

_ - - - f ... . ■ ■ 

* Lyttleton's celebrated Monody on the Death of 
hia \Vifo was ridiculed by a burlesque Ode on tlie 
Death of My Grandmother; otid the nature of his 
l>alroniige to Fielding was thus contemptuously no- 
ticed in a recommendation to a young author to feed 
the vanity of Gosling Scrag, Kso. “I advise Mr 
Spondy to give him the reflisai of inis same pastoml; 
and who knows but he may hove the gootl fortune 
i»f being listed in the number of Itis beef-oatcrs, in 
which case he may, in process of time, be provided 
for in the Customs or Church ; and when he is in- 
’ dined to marry his own cook-maid, his gracious pa- 
tron may condescend to give the bride away, imd 
may Anally settle him in his old age os a trading 
Westminster Justice.”— Peregrins PwAZe, Edit 1751, 
vol. iv. p. 123. 


the mineral watei'S a.t Bath, in Somersetshire, 
and a Plan for rendering them morn safe, agree- 
able, .*ind cfRcacious, 4to, 1752." The per- 
formance advanced his reputation as a man of 
^science and taste, but failed to conduct the phy- 
sician to professional eminence and wealth. 
This is the only publication in the Hne of his 
profession which is\nown to have proceeded 
from his pen. If the essay was intend^ to serve 
as an introduction to practice, it was totally un- 
successful. Perhaps Smollett's character as a 
satirist, and the readiness he had shown to in- " 
graft the character and history of individuals 
into works of Action, were serious obstacles to 
him in a character which demands so'much con- 
Adence as that of a family physician. But it is 
probable, tliat the author's chief object in the 
publication was to assert tho cause of a particu- 
lar friend, Mr Cleland, a surgeon of Bath, then 
engaged ip a controversy conoerning the use of 
these celebrated waters. 

In the year 1753, Dr Smollett published 7Vie 
Mventures of FenUnaml Count Fathom^ one 
of those works which seem to have been written 
for the purpose of showing how far humour ami 
genius can go in painting a complete picture of 
human depravity. Smollett has made his own 
defence for the loathsome task which he has un- 
dertaken. “ Let me not," says he, in the dedi- 
cation to Dr — (we arc unable to supply the 
blank), ** be condemned for having chosen my 
principal character from the purlieus of treach- 
ery and fraud, when I declare my purpose is to 
set him up as a beacon for the hCncAt of the in- 
experienced and unwary, who, from the perusal 
of these mirmoirs, may learn to avoid the mani- 
fold snares tvith whichvthcy are continually sur- 
rounded in the paths of life, while those who 
hesitate on the briiiJ^of iiiitj[iftty may be terrified 
from plunging inVo that irremediable gulf, hy 
surveying the cteploreble fate of Ferdinand 
Count Fathom." But, while w-e do justice to 
the author's motives, we are obliged to deny 
the validity of his reasoning. To a reader of 
a good disposition and well-regulated mind, (he 
picture of moral depravity, presented in the 
character of Count Fathom is a disgusting pol- 
lution of the imagination. To those on the 
other hand, avIio. hesitate on the brink of medi- 
tated iniquity, it is not safe to detail the arts by 
which the ingenuity of villainy has triumphed in 
former instances: and it is well known, that the 
publication of the real account of uncommon 
crimes, although attended by the public and in- 
famoiir punishment of the perpetrators, has often 
had tlie effect of stimulating others to similar 
actions. To some unhappy minds, it may occur 
as a sort of extenuation of the crime which they 
meditate, tliat even if they carry their purpose 
into execution, their guilt will AiU fi;r short of 
what the author has ascribed to his Aotitious ' 
character; and there are oilier imaginations so 
ill regulated, that they patch infection from sto- 
ries of wickedness, and feel an insane impulse 
to emulate and to realize the pictures of villainy, 
which are embodied in such narratives as those 
of Zeluco or Count Fathom* 

Condemning, however, the scope and ten- 
dency of the work, it is impossible to deny oar 
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applause to tbe wonderful knowledgpe of life die solemn, the lively, the sarcastie, the lrai> 
and manners which is evinced in the tale of Icsque, and the vulgar. To these qualifications 
Count Fathom, as much as in any of Smollett’s 'he joined an Inventive genius and a vigorous 
works. The horrible adventure in the hut of iniaginatioA, As he possessed talents equal to 
the robbers is a tale of natural terror. Which the composition of original works of the same 
rises into the sablime, and, thou^ often imitat- species with the romance of Cervantes, so it is 
ed, has never yet been surpassed, or perhaps not, perhaps, possible to conceive a writer more 
equalled In Count Fatkom, also, is to be completely qnaliiied to give a perfect translation 
found the first candid attempt to do jnstice to a of that novel. 

calumniated i ace. The benevolent Jew of Cum- Motteiix, with no great abilities as an origi* 
lierland had his prototype in the worthy Israel- nal writer, appears to me to have been endowed 
lie whom Smollett has introduced into the his- with a strong perception of the ridiculous in. 
tpry of Fathom, human character, a just discernment of the weak- 

Shortly , after this publication, Smollett’s nesses and follies of mankind. He seems, like- 
warmth of temper involved him in an unpleasant wise, to have bad a gt*eat command of Uie various 
embarmsment A person called Peter Gor- s^les which are accommodated to^e evpressioii 
don, after having been saved by Smollett’s hn- both of grave, burlesque, and of IcAr humour, 
raanity from imprisonment and ruin, and, after Inferior to Smollett in incentive genios, he 
having prevailed upon him to interpose his credit seems to have equalled him in every quality 
in his behalf to an inconvenient extent, withdrew which was essentially requisite to a translator 
within the verge of the court, set his creditors of Don Quixote, It may, therefore, be sup- 
at defiance, and treated his benefactor with so posed, that the contest between them will be. 
much personal Insolence, that Smollett ehastis- nearly equal, and the question of prefeieiice very 
ed him by a beating. A prosecution was com- diflicult to be decided. It would have been so, 
menceil by Gordon, and his counsel Mr Home had Smollett confided in his own strength, and 
Campbell, whether in indulgeace of his natural bestowed on his task that time and labour which 
rudeness and impetuosity, of which he had a the length and difficulty of the work required; 
great share, or whether moved by some special but Smollett too often wrote' in such ciroum- 
enmity against Smollett, opened the case with stances that despatch was his primary object, 
an unusual torrent of violence and misrepresen- He found various English translations at hand, 
tation. Hut the good Sense and impartiality of which he judged might save him the labour of a 
the juiy acquitted Smollett of the assault, and new compobkton. Jarvis could give him faith- 
Ue was no sooner cleared from the charge than fully the sense of his author; and it was neces- 
he sent an angry I'emoustranoe to Mr Home sary only to polish his asperities, and lighten 
Campbell, demanding tliat he shquld retract his heavy and awkward phraseology. To con- 
what he had said to his disadvanta^. It does tend witJi Motteuv, Smollett found tt necessary 
not appear how the affairiVas settled, hutSmol- to assume the (umoor of Jarvis. This author 
lett’s manifesto may be read in his life by Dr had purposely a\oi<led, through the whole of his 
Moore, as well A In thV of Dr Anderson work, the smallest coincidence of e\pre88ioii 
Besides, that tills expostulation is too long for wiih MoUeux, whom, with equal piesumption 
the occasion, and far too violeAt to be dignified, and injustice, be accuses, in his pretace, of hav- 
Sroollett imputes to Campbell the improbable mg taken his version wholly fi*om the French, 
charge, that he U as desirous to revenge himself We find, therefore, both in the translation of 
upon the author of Ferdinand Count Fathom, Jarvis, and that of Smollett, which is little else 
because he had satirized the profession of the than an- impiroved edition of Uie former, that 
law. Lawyers arc seldom veiy sensitive on there is a studied rejection of the phraseology 
this head, and if they were, tlicy would have of Motteux. Xqw Mottenx, though he has ft c- 
constant exercise for their irritability, since quently assumed too great a license, botli in 
scarce a satirical author, of whatsoever descrip* adding to, and retrenching fioni the ideas of his 
tion, lias concluded his work without giving original, has, upon the whole, a very high de- 
eause to tlic gentlemen of the robe, for some gree of merit as a translamr. In the adoption 
such offence, as Smollett supposes Campbell to of corresfionding idioms, he has been eminently 
have taken In the present instance. fortnoate; and, as in these there is no great lati- 

Smolletl’s next task was a new version of f ode, he has, in general, preoccupied the appio- 
Don to which lie was encouraged by a prlgte phVases; so thatni succseding translator, 

lih^rnl suhneription. Tiie work was inscribed who proceeded on the rule of invaiiably reject- 
to Don i^^oardo Wall, principal secretary of ing his phraseology, must have, in general, al- 
state to \m most Callivlio majesty, by whom the tered for the worse. Such, I have said, was the 
und^taklng had ^vn encouraged. Smollett’s rule laid down by Jarvis, and by liis cop}ist and 
wefiaan of tins admirable classic is thus elegantly improver Smollett, who, by thus absurdly re- 
com|pircd with those of MoUeux (or Ozell) and jeotlng what his own judgment and taste must 
of Jai vis/ by the late ingenious and amiable l.ord have approved, has produced a composition de- 
Woodhpu^elee, in bis** Essay on the Frinci- cidcdly inferior, on the whole, to that ot MoUeux. 
plea of Translation. I’ ** Smollett was a good poet, and most of the 

** Smollett inherited from nature a strong vcisetraniilatioiis interspersed through this work 
sense of rldienle, a great fund of original hu- arc executed with ability. It is on this head 
mour, and a happy versadlky of talent, by which that Motteux has assumed to himself the greatest 
he could accommodate his style to almost every license. He has very presumptuously mutilated 
species of writing* He could adopt alternately the poetry of Cervantes, by leaving out many 
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entire lUnm from the larger eempoaitions, end speetability with whieH hia taleeta must other- 
auppretaing aome of the ainaller dUogcther« wise hare invefted him, had thehr origin in hia 
Yet the transUtioe ef thoae potma vhieh he has aitoation as editor of the Cfiiictfi Xevi&w* He 
retained, ia poaadaaed of maeh poetical merit, waa engaged m one eontroveray with the notori- 
and, in partioular, those ^eraea which are of a ooa Shebbeare, in another with Dr Grainger, the 
graver east are, in mjr opinion, tuperior to thoae elegant author of the beautifnl odo to Solitude, 
of hia rival. and in aeveral wrangles and brawla wUh persona 

** On the whole, I am inclined to think, the of leas celebrit;^* ^ 
version of Motteux is by far the best we have But the moat unlucky eontroveray in which 
yet seen of the raroanee of Cervantes, and that, his eritical office involved our author, w’aa that 
if corrected in its licentioua observations and with Admiral Knowles, who had pnbltshed a 
enlargements, and in some other particulara, pamphlet vindicating his own conduct in the 
which I have noticed in the course of this oom- secret expedition against Boohfort, which dis- 
pariaon, we should have nothing to deaire supe- gracefully misoairied, in 1757. This defence 
rior to it in the way of translation* ’* was examined ih tlie C^iro/ Hevievf and Smol- 

After the puhlication of Don QuixotOf SmoU lett, himself the author of the article, used the 
lett paid a ^isit to hrs native country, in or<ler to following intemperate expressiona concerning 
see his mother who then resided at Scotston, in Admiral Knowles. ** He Is an admiral without 
Pecbleshire, with her daughter and son-in-law, conduct, an engineer without knowledge, an 
Mrand MrsTelfer. Dr Moore has given us the officer without resolution, and a man without 
following beautiful anecdote respecting the meet- veracity. ** The admiral ooromenecd a proseou^ 
ing of the mother with her diatingui^ed son* tion against the printer of the review, decUring 
** On Smollett’s arrival, he was introduced to at the same time thathe desired onl) to discover 
his mother, with the connivance of Mrs Telfer, the author of the paragraph, and, should he 
as a gentleman from the West Indies, who was prove a gentleman, to demand satisfaction of c 
intimately acquainted with her son. The*bet- different nature. This decoy, for suoh it proved, 
ter to support his assumed character, he endea- iras the most effectual mode which oould have 
voured to preset ve a serious countenance, ap- been devised to draw the high-spirited Smollett 
proaching to a frown; but, while his mother’s within the danger of the law. When the eourt 
eyes were riveted on hts countenance, he could were about to pronounce judgment in the case, 
not refrain from smiling; she immediately sprung Smollett appeared, and took the consequences 
from her chair, and, throwing her arms round upon himself, and Admiral Knowles redeemed 
his neck, exclaimed: *Ah, my son! my son! I the pledge he had given, by enforcing judgment 
have found you at last!* for a fine of one hundred pounds, and obtaining 

**She afterwards told him, that, if he had a sentence against the defendant of three months’ 
kept his austere looks, and continued ioglootn^ tmprisonnuint. How the admiral reconciled his 
he might have escaped detection some time conduct to She rules usually obseiwed by gentle- 
longer; * but your oldr roguish smile,* added she, men, we are not informed; but the proceeding 
‘ betrayed you at once ’ * ” seems to justify evew Smollett’s strength of ex- 

Having revisited the seat of his family, then pression, when hC terms him an officer without 
possessed by his cousin, and spent a day or two resolution, and tk man without veracity. This 
at Glasgow, the scene of his early studies and imprisonment took place in 175$, and was, as 
frolics, Smollett returned to England in order to we have already stated, the most memorable re- 
undertake the direction of the Ctidcal Review, suit of the various quarrels, in which his duty, 
a work which was established under the putron- as a erilic, engaged Dr Smollett. We resume 
age of the tories and high-church pdhy, and the account of Jiis litergiy labours, which our 
which was intended to maintain their principles, detail of these disputes has something inter- 
in opposition to Monthly Rnnew, conducted rapted. 

according to the sentiments of whigs and low- About 175^, Smollett compiled and published, 
churchmen. without his uame, a useful and entertaining col- 

Smollett’s taste iffid talents qualified him lection, entitled, A Compendium of Aul^enHo 
highly for periodical criticism, as well as the and E/MertedningVoynget^digeotedinachrono- 
promptitude of his wit, and the ready applka- logical Serieo; the whcle exhibiting a Clear View 
tion which he oould make of a large stoie oi of the CuitOmo, Manntro^ Religion, Govern^ 
miscellaneous learning gnd acquired knowledge, ntent, Cctnme^ce, and Matural Sietery of moot 
But, on the other hand, he was always a hasty, JSfWome of the known fforlds illuotrated with a 
and often a prejudiced judge; and, while he him- Variety of genuine Charto, Mapo, Flam, Beade, 
self applied the critical scourge without mercy, in 7 volt ISmo. This eollection intro- 

he could not endure that Umse who felt hia blows duc^ to the British public several voyages 
should either wince pr complain under his ehas- which were otherwise little known, and coa- 
tisemenl. To murmur against his decrees was tatned, amongst other articles not before puhlish- 
the sure way to incur ftirther marks of his rd- ed, Smollett’s own account of the RxpetUHon to 
sentment, and thus his criticism deviated still Carthagena, of which he had given a short 
farther from dis)>assionate discussion, ss the pass- sketch in the Adventuree of Roderick Random, 

^ ions of the reviewer and of the autiior became In the same year, 1757, the farce or comedy 
' excited into a clamorous contest of mutual re- of The Reprtoale, or the Tara of Old England, \ 
joinder, recrimination, and abuse. M^ny petty was written and acted, to animate the people 
squabbles, which occurred* to teste and embitter against tlie French, with whom we were then at v 
the life of SmolJettr imd to diminish Hie rt-* war. In pursuance of this plan, every ijpecies 

c ' . I 
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of iiftlional prejudice 13 called up and appealed 
to, and the Frenchman is represented as the 
lining I'pprcsentative and original of all the oari* 
cature prints and ballads against the eaters of 
ttoHp nifli^re and wearers of w ooden shoes. The 
sailors are drawn to the life, as the sailors of 
Smollett always are. The Scotchman and Irish- 
man are hit off with the C8uch of a caricaturist 
of skill and spirit. But the story of the piece 
is as tiitial as possible, and, on the whole, it 
iorms no marked exception to Iho ohsenration, 
that successful novelists have been rarely distin- 
guished by CTeellence in dramatic composition. 

Garrick's generous conduct to Smollett upon 
this occasion fully obliterated all lecolleclion of 
old differences. The manager allowed the au- 
thor bis beneht on the sixth, instead of the ninth 
night of the piece, abated certain charges or ad- 
vances usually made on such occasions, and him- 
self performed Lusignan on the same evening, 
in order to fill the theatre. Still, it seems ic- 
ports ^lere in cii'oulation that Smollett had spo- 
ken unkindly of Garrick, which called forth the 
following contradiction, in a letter which our 
author addressed to that celebrated performer. 

**In justice to mjself, I take the liberty to 
assure you, that if any person accuses me of 
liavlng spoken disrespectfully of Mr Garrick, 
of ha'^ing hinted tiiat he solicited for my farce, 
or had interested views in bringing it upon the 
stage, he does me wrong, upon the w'ord of a 
gentleman. The imputation is altogetlier false 
and malicious. Exclusive of other eonsidera'- 
tions, 1 could not be such an idiot to talk in that 
strain when my own interest so immediately i*e- 
quired a different sort of conduct. Terhaps the 
same insidious methods 4iHve been<aken to in* 
flame former animosities, which on rnypaiD are 
forgotten and self-eonderone/1. 1 must own you 
have acted in this affair of fiie farce with that 
candour, openness, and corditlity, which even 
mortify my pride, while they lay me under the 
most sensible obligation; and I shall not rest 
satisfied until I liave an opportunity to convince 
Mr Garrick that my gratitude is at least as warm 
us any other of my pjissions. Meanwhile 1 pro- 
fess myself, Sir, 

** Yonr roost humble sonant, 

•* T. Smollett.” 

Tn the beginning of the year 1758, Smollett 
published his Complete of England^ </e- 

dneed Jvom the ThocerU of Jidiuo C^tar to the 
Treaty of Atx-la-ChapelU^ in 1748; in4Yols 
4to. It is said that this volnminous work, con- 
taining the history of thirteen centuries, and 
written uiiii uncommon spirit and correctness 
of language,^ was composed and finished for the 
press within fourteen months, one of the greatest 
exertion of IkcUKy of composition which was 
ever recorded in the1u(itory of literature. With- 
in a space so brief it could not be expected that 
new feats sliould be produced; and all the novelty 
whielk Snfo^l^’s history could present most 
needs eopslsj in the mode of stating facts, or in | 
the refieoiions deduced from them. In this 
work, the nuUior fnlh announced his politieal 
piinoiples, wbieh* notwithsunding his whig^ 
education, dcre tiioM of a moderate tory, and a { 
favourer of the monarchioal part of our coiistiiu- 


ition. For such a strain of sentiment, some 
; readcis will think no apology necessary; and by 
I others none which we might propose would be 
listened to. Smollett has made his own defence, 
In a letter to Dr Moore, dated the 2 1 of Januaiy 
1758. 

I deferred answering your kind letter, until 
I should have finished my history, which is now 
completed. I was agreeably surprised to hear 
that my work had met with any approbation at 
Glasgow, for it was not at all calculated fojf that 
meridian. The last volume will, I doubt not, 
be severely censured by the western-country 
whigs of Scotland. 

desire you will diiest yourself of preju- 
dice, at least as much as you ctn, before you 
begin to peruse it, and consider wdl the facts 
before you pass judgment Whatever may be 
its defect, I protest befote God, I have, as far as 
in me laj, adhered to truth, without espousing 
any faction, though 1 ow^n 1 sat down to write 
with a warm side to those principles in which 1 
i was educated; hut, in the course of my inquiries, 
some of the Whig ministers turned out such a 
set of sordid knaves, that I could not help stig- 
matizing them for their want of integrity and 
sentiment.” 

In another letter to Dr Moore, dated Chelsea, 
September 28, he cxpi esses himself as follows; — 

**I speak not of the few who think like phi- 
losophers, abstracted from the notions of the 
I vulgar. The little petulant familiarities of our 
I friend I can forgivt', in consideiation of the good 
I will he has always manifested towards me and 
my concerns. Re is mistaken, however, in sup- 
posing that I have imbibed priestly noilons; 1 
consider the ohurch not as a religions, but a 
political establishment, so minutely interwoven 
in our constitution, that the one oatinot be de- 
tached from the other without the most imminent 
danger of debtrnction to both. The use winch 
your friend makes of the C^iticdf RevietOf is 
whimsical enough;^ but I shall be glad if be uses 
it at any rate. 1 hav c not had leisure to do much 
in thift work for some time past, therefore I hope 
you will not ascribe the articles indiscriminately 
to me; for 1 am equally averse to the piaise and 
censure that belong to other men . Indeed, I am 
slok of both, and wish to God my circumstaneos 
would allow me to consign my pen to oblivion 
I really believe that madkind grow every day 
more malicious. 

You will not be sorry to hear that the weekly 
sale of the History has increased to above ten 
thousand. A French gontteinqu of talents and 
erudition has undertaken to‘translate it into that 
language, and I have promised to supply him 
wiui corrections.” 

As a iiowerfut political p&ity Were insulted, 
and, as they alle^d, misrepresented In Smol- 
lett’s fustory, th^ readily lent their influence 
and countenance to the proprietors of Rapiri’s 
histoiy, who, Alarmed at the evtensive sale of 


* Dr Moore’s fhend was so much enraged at some* 
cnuciams itt tM review, that he continu^ to lake 
It. ior no other purpose than that ho mrght road all 
the^ puldicnuona txmsuxed by it, and noue of those 
which it pruiaod. 
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Smollett’s rival work, deluged the public with 
eritioiams luvectires ugcinsc the author and 
hia book, fo process o€ time the controversf 
slept, and the main fauR of the history was found 
to be, that the baste with which the author had 
aoeomplished his task had necessarily oeoastoned 
his sitting down contented with superdeial, and, 
sometimes, inaccurate information. 

In the course of I75d and 17^61, the ^dven* 
ture$ f»/ Sir Launeelot Greaves appeared, in de* 
tached portions, inr various numbers of the JEfrf/- 
Uh Ma^asintt or ArposiVcry. Smol- 

lett appears to have executed his task with very 
little premeditation. During a part of Che time 
he was residing at Patton, in Berwickshire, On 
a visit to tlje late (aeoi*ge Home, Esq., and when 
past-time drew near, he used to retire for half 
an hour, or an hour, to prepare tho necessary 
quantity of copy^ as it is technically called in the 
printing-house, which he never gave himself the 
trouble to correct, or even to read over. Sir 
Lanticelol Greaves was published Separately, In 
1763 

The idea of tins work was probably suggested 
to our author during his labours upon Don (Quix- 
ote, and tlic plan forms a sort of eorollaiy to the 
celebrated romance of Don Quixote. The lead- 
ing imperfection is the great extravagance of tho 
story, as applicable to England, and lo the period 
when it Is supposed to have happened. In Spain, 
ere the ideas of chivalry were extinct amongst 
that nation of romantic Hidalgos, ttio term of 
Don Quixote’s frenzy seems not altogether ex- 
travagant, and the armour which lie assumed 
was still the ordinary garb of battle. But in 
England, and in modern times, that a young, 
amiable, and otherwise sensible man, acquainted 
also with the romance of Cervantes, should have 
adopted a simiUr whim, gives good foundation 
for the obvious remark of Ferret; ** What I you 
sec up for a modera Don Quixote! the scheme is 
too stale and extravagant; what was an humorous 
and well-timed satire in Spain near two hundred 
3 ears ago, will make but a sorry Jest, ^when 
really acted upon from affeotation, at |his time 
of day in England.” To this Sir Launeelot re- 
plies, by a tirade which does not remove the 
objection so shrewdly stated by the misanthrope, 
affirming that he only warred against the foes of 
vki*tue and decorum; q/r, in his own words, ** had 
assumed the armour of his forefhthers, to remedy 
evils which the law cannot reach, to detect fraud 
and treason, abase insolence, mortify pride, dis- 
courage slander, disgraqe immodesty, and stig- 
matize ingratitude. V The degree of sanity which 
the amiable enthusiast possesses ought to have 
shown him, diat the generous career he had un- 
det taken would be much better accomplished 
Without his armour than with that superfluous 
and ridiculous m^P^udage; and that, for^ all the 
purposes of reformation to be effected in Enj^ 
land, his pocket-book, ftlled with bank-notes, 
would be a better auxiliary than either sword or 
lance. In sh6rt, It becomes clear to the reader 
that Sir Launeelot wears panoply only that hie 
youthful elegance and address, his bright armoiir, 
and generous courser, may make hitn the morn 
exact counterpart to the Knight of La 3Mlanclia. 

If It be unnatural that Sir Lnuncclot should hu- 


come a knight-errant, the whim of Crowe, the 
captain of a merchant vessel, adopting, at second 
hand, the same folly, is, on the same grounds, 
still more exceptionable. There U nothing in 
the Honest seaman’s life or profitoiien which ren- 
ders it at all possible that he shoutit Have caught 
contagion from ibcciinsanity of Sir Lauhcelot. 
But granting the author’s premises^ apd sUrely 
we often make large concessions with lost ad- 
vantage in prospect, tlie quantity of ccwBe hu- 
mour which Smollett has extract^ of Crowe 
and Crabshaw, has as much.hearty mirth in it as 
can be found even in his more fltiished composi- 
tions. The inferior characters are all sketched 
with the same bold, free, and peculiar touch that 
distinguishes this powerful writer, and besides 
these We iiave named, Ferret and Clarke, the 
hind-heai*(ed attornc} *8 clerk, a iih several sub- 
ordinate personages, have all the vivacity of 
Smollett’s strong pencil. Aurelia Darnel is by 
far the most feminine, and, at the same time, 
lady-like person to whpm the author has intro- 
doced us. There is also some novcltvof situa- 
tvon and incident, and Smollett’s recent impri- 
sonment in the King’s Bench, for the attack on 
Admiral Knowles, enabled him tq enrich his 
I romance with a portrait of the unfortunate 
Theodore, King of Corsica, and other compan- 
ions in his captivity, whoso mibfortuncs or 
frolics had condneted them to that place of im- 
prisonment. 

Smollett’s next labour was to lend his aid in 
finishing that useful compendium, The Jifodem 
Umtferoal Hiatary, lo wbicii lie coutrUmted the 
histories of France, Italy, and Germany* In the 
year 1761, ^le published in detached numbers, 
his Continuation of }he Htatory of Jin^land^ 
which he earned on until he brought the narra- 
tive down to 176\ -^Thc sale of this work was 
very extensive; and althougli Smollett acquired 
by both historiel about SOOOf., which, in those 
days, was a large sum, yet the bookbetler is said 
to have made 1000/. clear profit on tho very day 
He made his bargain, by transferring it to a bro- 
ther of the trade. This Continuation, appended, 
as it usually is to the History of England by 
Hume, forms a olassical and standard woik. It 
is not our present province to examine the pai^ 
tieiilar merits of Smollett as a bUtorian; bul it 
cannot be denied that, as a clear and dUtinet 
narrative of facts, strongly and vigorously told, 
with a laudable rfgard to truth and Impartiality, 
the Continuation mi^ vip with our best histori- 
cal works. The author was incapable of being 
swayed by fear or favour, and whei’e his judg- 
ment is influenced, we can see that ho was mis- 
led only by an .Honest belief in the truth of his 
own arguments. At the same time, the Con- 
tinuation, like Smollett’s original History, has 
the defects incident to hurried composition, and 
; liken ise those which naturally attach themselves 
to contcmiiorary narrative^ Smollett had no ac- 
'cess to those hidden causea of events which time 
brings forth in the slow progress of ages; and his 
work is chiefly compiled from those documents 
of a public and general description which often 
conuin rather the eolourablu pretexU wUieh ^ 
Statesmeu are pleased to assign for their notions 
ilmn the yeal motives themselves. The English * 
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History, it is true, sufTers less than those of other 
countries from this restriction of materials; for 
there arc so many eyes Ujion our public proceed- 
ings, and they undergo such sifting diseussiooi 
both in and out of parliament, that the actual 
motives of those in whose hands gfovernpient is 
vested for the time, hecom| speedily suspected, 
even if tlicy are not actually av.owcd or unveiled# 
Upon the wliole, with all its faults and xlefioien- 
cics, it may be long ere we haye a better Histoi7 
of Britain, during the latter period, than la to 
In; found in the pages of Smollett. 

Upon the accession of George III. and the 
commencement of Lord Bate’s administration, 
Smollett’s pen was employed in the defence of 
the young monarcli’s government, in a weekly 
paper c'ullcd *l%e which was soon silenced 

and driven out of the held by the celebrated 
JSTovth Jiriton, conducted by John Wilkes. 
Smollett had been on terms of kindness with 
this distinguished demagogue, and liad twice ap- 
jdied to his frlLMidshlp, — once for tlie kind pur- 
pose of obtaining the di.onission of Dr Johnson’s 
black servant, Pi'aneis Barber, from the navy, 
into which he bad inconsiderntely entered; and 
again, to mediate betwixt himself and Admiral 
Knowles, in the matter of the prosecution. 
Closer ties than those arc readily dissolved be- 
fore the Are of politics. Tlic friends became 
political opponents; and Smollett, who had to 
plead an luiimpubir cause.to unwilling auditors, 
and who, ns a Scotchman, shared deeply and per* 
sonally in that unpopularity* was compelled to 
give up the Britan, more, it would seem, from 
luck of spirit in his patron Lord Buie to sustain 
the contest any longer, than from aiij< cleUciency 
of zeal on his own part* So, at lekst,< wo may 
interpret the following jwssage, in a letter which 
he wrote from Italy to Culelb^Vhiteford, in 1770, 

*’'1 hojie you \i’i]l not discontinue yonr en- 
deavours torepresenl faction anti false patriotism 
in their true colours, though T believe the mi- 
nistry little deserves that any man of genius 
should draw Ids pen in their defence. They 
seem to inherit the absurd stoicism of Lord 
Bute, who set himself up as iv pillory, to be 
pedted by all the black^iards of England, upon 
the sup|>ositloti that they would grow tired and 
leave oif. 1 don’t ^nd that your ministers take 
any ]>aius even to vindicate their moi'al charac- 
ters fri'in the foulest imputations; 1 would never 
desire a stronger proof of a had heart than a total 
disi'egurd of reputation. ' A late nnblemaii, w bo 
had been ii inemlier of several administrations, 
owned to me, that one good writer was of more 
imporUnce to the goverimicnt ihan twenty place- 
men in the House of Commons.’’ 

In 17GJ)^mollctt lent bis assistance, or at 
least i > name, to a \ranslHlion of Voltaire’s 
works, and kl^'' to u compilation entitled T/te 
af all tantaininff a Gco^ 

KVatiiml, Commercjial, ami PoHticat 
aUths C6untrm oj ike Knov^n tForld. 
Abohl thii tim'e, 'Eli7.abedb an amiable and 
accompli sited young iH:rsoh, the only offspring 
of Smollett's mari'iage tmd to whom her father 
was devotedly "f^auUied; died in tlie fifteenth 
year of her life* lekvlag her parents overwhelm- 
edjfith the deepest sorrow. 
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111 health aided the effects of grief, and it was 
under these circumstances that Smollett unde-i‘- 
took a journey to France and' Italy, in wbidi 
countries he resided from 1763 till 1766. Soon 
after his return in 1766, he published his Travels 
through I^'anee and Italy, co^daming Observa^ 
Hons on Character, Customs, Heliy^ion, Govern- 
ment, Police, Commerce, ^ris, and ^fiHguities, 
"with a particular Description ofthe To^on, Ter- 
ritory, and Climate of JS/tce, to which is, added, 
a Beyister of the Weather, kept dariny a resi- 
dence of eighteen months in that City/ in 2 voia- 
8vo, in the form of letters to his friends in Eng- 
land from different parts of those countries. 

Smollett’s Travels are distinguished by 
acuteness of remark and shreU'dnfss of express- 
.ion, — by strong sense and pointetl humour; 
but the melancholy state of the author’s niUul 
induced him to view all the ordinary objects 
from which travellers receive pleasure, with 
cynic:d contempt. » Although so lately a sufferer 
by the most injurious national prejudices; he- 
failed npt to harbour and cherish all lliose whicli 
he himself had formerly adopted agzunst the 
foreign countries thron;^) which ho travelled, 
Nathre had either denied Smollett the taste ne- 
cessary to understand and feel the beuiities of 
art, or else his embittered state of mind had, for 
the time, entirely deprived him of the power of 
enjoying them. The harsh censures which he 
passes on the Venus de Medicis, and upon the 
Pantheon, and the sarcasm with which his criti- 
cisms are answered by Sterne,' are both w'cll- 
ktiown. Yet, be it said without offence to the 
memory of that witty and elegant writer, It is 
more easy tb assiittic, in composition, an air of 
alternate gaiety and. sensibility, than to practise 
the virtues of generosity and ben(*volence, whlcli 
Smollett exercised during his whole life, though 
oflcii, like his own Matthew Bramble, under 
the disguise of peevishness and irritability. 
Sterne’s Writings show much ffourish concerning 
virtues of which his life is understood to ha\e 
produced little fruit; the temper of Smollett 
vras • ^ 

— like a lusty winter, 

Frosty, but kinuly. 

On his return to Britain* in 1766, he visited 
Scotlami for tlie last timewand had the pleasure 
of receiving a parent’s lasrembracc. His health 
was now totally ruined. Constant rheumatism, 
and the pain arising from a neglected ulcer, 
wliicfrhad got into a bad state, rendered, him a 
victim to excruciating dgonies.v> He afterwards 
recovered* in a great degree, by applying mer- 
curial ointment, and using the solution of corro- 
sive sublimate. He gives a lull account of ilm 
process of tlic ^vUy in "a letter to Dr Moore, 
which concludes ihfts; Had 1 been as well in 
sunimep, 1 slionld have exquisitely enjoyed my 
Expedition to Scotland, which was productive oV 
nothing to me hut misciy and disgust. Between 
frieiiils, I am now convinced that my brain was 
in some measure 'affected; for I had a kind of 
coma iiyil upbn me' from April to November, 
without intermiasion. ' In consideration of these 
oircamstanees, 1 know you will foi^iro ail my 
peevishness and discontent* and tell good Mrs 
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Moore, to wh^m I pi*e$ent my moet cordial re- 
,spect 9 , that, with vcgard to me, she has yet seea 
nothing but the wrong sirtfr of the tapestry*'* i 

Finding fiimself at liberty to resume his lite^r 
rary labours, Smollett published, in, 1769, Ae 
political satire called The Jt^eniwre of an 
Aionty in which are satirized the sereiml lead- 
ers of political parties, from 1754 till the disso- 
lution of Lord Chatham’s administration. Hi.8 
inefficient patron, Lord Bute, is not spared in 
' this v^ork; and Chatham is severely traated un- 
' der the name of Jowler. The inconshtency of 
this great minister, in encouraging the German 
war, seems to have altei*ed Smollett's opinion 
of his patriotispi; and he does his acknowledg- 
ed talents ^r less than justice, endeavouring, 
by every means to undervalue the successes of 
his brilliant administration^ or to impute them 
to causes independent of his measures. The 
chief purpose of the work (besides that of giv- 
irfg the aiillinr the opportunity to raise his hand, 
like that of Ishmad, against every man) is to 
inspire the horror of continental connexions. , 

Shortly after the publication of The Advent- 
turns of an Atom^ disease again assailed Snyil- 
lett with redoubled violence. Attempts being 
vainly made to obtain for him the office of con- 
sul, in some p6rt of tli's Mediterranean, he was 
compelled to seek a wurmur climate, without 
better means of provision than his own preca- 
rious finances could afford* The kindness of 
his distinguished friend and countryman, Dr 
Armstrong, (then abroad) procured for Dr and 
Mrs Smollett a house at Monte-Novo, a village 
situated on the side of a mountain overlooking 
the sea, in the neighbourhood of leghorn, a ro- 
mantic and salutary abo<l(S where lie prepared 
for the press the last, and, like music, ** sweetest 
in the close,’* the most pleasing of his composi- 
tions, The Expedition of Humphrey Cllnher, 
This delightful work was pohlishod in 1771, in 
d VO Is 12mo, i^nd vc*ry favourably received by 
the public. 

The very ingenious scheme of describing the 
various ciTucts produced upon different members 
of the same family by the same objects is not 
original, though it has been supposed to be so. 
Anstey, the facetious author of tUer'*Y<?ir Hath 
Guide, liad employed it six or seven years be- 
fore Humphrey Appeared. But Anstey’s 

diverting satire was but a light sketch, compared 
to the finished' and elaborate manner in which 
Smollett has, in the first place, identified his 
. characters, and then fitted them with language, 
sentiments, and powers ot observation, in exact 
correapondenee with their talents, temper, con- 
dition, and dis(>osition. The portrait of Mat- 
thew Bramble, in which Smollett described his 
own pecuHarities, usings tow .ards bimaelf the 
same rigid anatomy which he exercised Upon 
others, is unequalled in the line of fictitious 
composition. It Is peculiarly striking to. ob- I 
serve, how often, in admiring the shrewd and ! 
sound sense, active benevolence, and honourable ; 
sentiments combined in Matthewj we lose sight 
of the humorous peciiTiarities' of his character, 
and witli what effect they are suddenly replied 
. to our remembrance, juit at the time and in the 
ma'nner when wc least expect them. All shrew- 


ish old maids, and simple waiting-women, which 
shall hereafter be drawn, must be contented 
with the praise of approaching rn merit to Mrs 
Tabitha Bramble and Winifred Jenkins. - The 
peculiarities of the hot-headed young Oxonian, 
and the girlish romance of htS; sister, are b< 1- 
mirably contrasted wkli the sense., and pettish, 
half-playful misanthropy of their unele; aud 
Humphrey Clinker (who, hy the way, resembles 
Strap, supposing that excellent person to have a 
turn towards itiethodism) is, as far as he goes, 

I equally delightfuh Captain Lismahago was, 
probably no violent caricature, allowing for the 
manners of the time. We can remember a good 
and gallant officer who was said to have been 
his prototype, but believe the opinion was only 
entertained from thq striking resemblance he 
bore in externals to the doughty captain. 

When Humphrey appeared in London, 

the popular ^imn against the Scotch nation, 
which Wilkes and Churchill had excited, was 
not yet appeased, and Smollet had enemies 
amongst the periodical critics, who failed not 
to charge him with undne partiality to his own 
eountiy. They observed, maliciously, but not 
untruly, that the cynicism of Matthew Bramble 
becomes gradually softened ashe journey s north - 
wai*d, and that he who equally detested Bath 
and London, becomes wonderfully reconciled to 
walled cities and the hum of men, when he finds 
himself an inhabitant of the northern metropolis. 
It is not worth defending so excellent a work 
against so weak an objection. The author was 
a dying man, anti his thoughts were turned to- 
wards the Beenes of youthful gaiety, and the 
abode of early friends, .with a fond partiality, 
which had they beeii even less deserving of his 
attachment, would been not only pardona- 
ble, but praise wortb]^ 

Moritur, ot rooriens dulees reminiscitur Argos. 

[Smollett failed not, as he usually did, to intro- 
duce littnself, with the various causes he had to 
complain of to tlie world, into th'e pages of this 
delightful romance; He appears as Mr Serle, 
and more boldly under his own name, and, in 
describing his own mode of living, he satirizes 
without mercy the bookmakers of the day, who 
had experienced his kindness without repaying 
him by gratitude. It does not, however, seoni 
perfectly fair to make them atone for their un- 
gracious return to his hospitality by serving up 
their characters as a banquet to the public; and* 
in fiict,. it too much resembles the design of 
which Pallet accuses the physician, of con verting 
his guesU into patients, in order to make him 
amends for the expense of the entertainmeiu. 

- But criliclsm, whether candid or unjust, was 
soon to be of little consequence to the author. 
After tho publication of his last work he. linger' 
cd through (he summer, and at length, after en- 
during the vicissitudes of a wasting and painful 
disorder with unabated' Composure, the world 
lost Tobias Smollett; On the 91'st of October 
1771, at tbeuntiraely age. Of only fifty-one years. 
There is little doubt, that grief for the loss of 
his daughter, a feeling ^of ungrateful neglect 
from those who Were called upon to lend him 
assistance, a present sense of confined citcum- 
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Stances, which he was daily losing the power of 
enlarging by his own exertions, together with 
gloomy apprtdicnsions for the future, materially 
aided the pi ogress of the mortal disorder by 
uhibh he was remosed. 

More happy in this respect Uian Fieldingt 
Smollett’s gt^a^e at Leghotn is distinguished by 
a plain monument erected by hiS widow-, to 
which Dr Armstrong, his constant apd faithful 
fi lend, supplied the following spirited insorip* 
lion — 


IIic ossa oonduntur 
TobijB Smou^bti:, ^ti ; 

Qiii ptosapia genoiosa et auhqua natos, 
Priscse \irtutis exemplar enuouit, 
Aspectu ingenuo, 

Corporo valido, 

Peetoro ammoso, 

Indole appnmc benigna. 

£r fere supra ucultates mum/ica, 
InsigniB 

Tngenio fcrari, faccto, vcrsatih, 
Omniffento fore doctriniB miro capaci, 
vana fabiilarum dulceflme 


Vilarn morosque liominum, 

TIbertate suinma ludens, depinxit 
Ads erso, inienm, nofas * tali tantxKiue alumuo, 
Mm quo satyne opipore supplebat, 
Seoulo unpio, ignavo, fatuo, 

Quo music vix nisi nothn 
MecenatiiLia Britoniucis 
Fovebantur 
In memonam 

Opiimi et amabilisomnino vm 
Permultis amicis desidcratij 
Ilocce marmor, 

Dilectissima simul ct nmaiitissima comux, 

L M . 

Sacnivit 


In the year 1774, a column was erected to 
Smollett’s memoiy, near fho house in which he 
was born, by his cousin, James Smollett, Esq., 
ot Boiihill, with the foiiowing^iervous and class- 
ical insciiption, written by professor George 
Stewart, of Edinburgh, and partly by the late 
John Ramsay, Esq., of Ochlertyre, and correct- 
ed by Dr Johnson. The lines printed in Italics 
arc b} the latter 


[Siste Viator* 

Si Icpons ingeniiouc venambenignam, 
Si niorum calhoiisiimum pictorem, 
tlnquamesmiratus,] 
Immorare iKiululum momonfi 
TOWiE SMOtLEtT, MD, 

Vin virtutibus luBco 
Qva$ in hotmne et cive 
Et laudeset tmOn ts, 

Ilaud modiocnier Ornati 
Quiisihtens vatna versatus, 
Pwtquam teiicuoto sibt propria, 
ScM poster B rommendaverat, 
Mor ' ocerba i 


Eheu 2 ouam proout a patria 2 
Prape LibumipDrtum m Italia, 
jBceti^aUui. 

7hh cifft paltwdo suo, 

^ Cultfidecur"' ^***"*^“ 


So pothM tHuUdisse decuit, 

Hone Cdlwmmh 

oumu otsmimentem, 

Qtias' ven^Jviidb^im vm^illustratas, 
Prvm 
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Poaendhoi ctfrom^ 

Jacobus Smollett, de Bonhill. 

Abi et reininisoOine, 

Hiorqiiidem honore, 

Non mododeflmcCi memonn 
Venim etiom exempio, prpspectum esse ; 

Abis enim, si modo di^ suit, 
idem ent vututis pimmiuml 

The widow of Smollett long continued an in- 
habitant of the neighbourhood of Leghorn, aup- 
I porting herself in obscurity and with difficulty, 
upon the small remnant of fortune he had been 
i able to bequeath to her. We remember a be- 
nefit play being performed on her account at 
Edinburgh, in which Houston Stewart Nichol- 
son, Esq., an amateur pertoriner, .appeared m 
the part of PieiTe. The profits are said to have , 
amounted to £300 An epilogue written for 
the occasion, by Mr Ci aham, of Gartmore, was 
spoken by tne late Mr Woods, of the Theatie 
Royal, Edinbui^h. 

Smollett’s Ode to Independence^ the most 
characteribtio of his poetical works, w as publish- 
ed, two years after his death, by the Messrs 
Foplts, of Glasgow. The mythological com- 
mencement is eminently beautiful. 

His name was appended to a version of Teic- 
machUs, as, during his life, it had appeared to 
a translation of Gil Plas, to which it is supposed 
he contributed little or nothing more. In 1785, 
a farce, called The laraeUteSy oi The tam- 
pered J^aboby was acted on the Cosent Gar- 
den stage, for tiie benefit of Mr Aiken It was 
asciibed to Smolkti on sery dubious esidcuce, 
was indifTorenily icceived, and has ncier since 
appeared, either on the stage or in print. 

The person of Smollett was eminently hand- 
some, his feature s prepossessing, and, by the 
joint testimon) of all his surviving friehds, his 
conversation in the highest degree leslimetise 
and amusing. Of his disposition, those who 
have reBd his works (and who has not done so > ) 
may form a vety accurate estimate; for in each 
of th^m he has presented, lind sometimes under 
variouMpoints of siew, the leading features ot 
his own character, without disguising the most 
unfavourable Of them Nay, there isioomto 
believe, tliafr he rather exaggerated than soften- 
ed that cynical tui*n of temper which was the 
princIpAl fault of bis disposition, and which en- 
gaged him in so many quarrels. It is remark- 
able that all hia heroes, from Roderick Random 
downwards, posaess a haughty, fierce iiritabi- 
hty of dUpositioD, un(il the same featuies ap- 
peared BOftened, and t^ndqred venerable by age 
and philosophy, in Matthew Bramble. I’he 
spoils in which they most delight, are those 
which arc attended with disgrace, mental pain, 
and bodily mischief to others, and their huma- 
nity is never represented as interrupting the 
course of their frolics. We know not that 
Smollett had any other marked failing, save that 
which he himself has so often and so liberally 
acknowledged. When unsedoced by his satiri- 
cal propensities, he was kind, generous^ and 
humane to oRiers, bold, Upright and indepen- 
dent in hit own eharaoter, he stooped to no patron, 
sued for no tavonr, bnt honestly and honoura- 
bly maintained himself on hia literary labours. 
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vhcn, if he was oocasion^ly employed in work 
Vrliieh was beneath his talents^ the disgrace must 
remain with those who saved not such a genius 
from the degrading drudgery of compiling' and 
translating. ' He was a doating fathci*t ^nd an^ 
affectionate husband; and the warm aeal with 
which his memory was cherished by his surylir-: 
ing friendS) showed clearly the reliance which | 
they placed upon his regard. Even his resent* 
mdnts, though otien hastily adopted, and incau- 
Uously expressed, were neither ungenerous nor 
enduring. He was open to eonvietion, and 
ready to make both acknowledgement and al- 
lowance when he had done injustice to others, 
willing also to forgive and to be reconciled When 
lie had receivetl it at their hand. 

Churchilf* and other satirists falsely ascribe 
to Smollett tlie mean passion of literary envy, 
to which his nature was totally a stranger. The 
manner in which he mentions Fielding and 
Kichardson, in the account of the literature of 
tiie centfiiy, shows how much he understood, 
and how liberally he praised, the merit of those, 
who, in the view of the world, must have been 
regarded as his immediate rivals. ** The ge- 
nius of Cervantes,** in his generbus expressibn, 
‘‘was transfused into the novels of Fielding, 
who painted the characters, and ridiculed the 
follies of life, with equal sti'ength, humour, and 
]iropriety.*’ A passage which wc record with 
])leHsure, as a proof that the disagreement 
wliich existed between Smollett and Fielding 
did not prevent his estimating with justice, and 
recording in suitable terms, the merits of the 
father of the English novel. The historian, 
with equal candour, proceeds to tell his reader, 
that the laudable aim of enlisting the passions 
on the side of virtue w'us successfully pursued 
by Richardson in -his Pamela^ Clansaa^ and 
Grandison^ a species of writing equally new 
and e3ctraordinary, where, mingled with much 
superduily and impertinence, we find a sublime 
system of ethics, an amazing knowledge and 
command of human nature. **t 

In leaving Smollett's personal, for his literary 
character, it is impossible not to coniicler the 
latter as contrasted with that of his eminent 
contemporary Fielding. It is true that such 
comparisons, though recommended by the e.x- 
ample of Plutarch, are hot in generaL^thc best 
inode of climating individual merit. But in 
the present case, the history, accomplishments, 

* The article upon The Homad in tho Critical 
(that fertilo ' maker ah dissensions, in which 
Sinollott was engaged), wwso severe as to call forth 
the bard’s bitter resentment, in the second edition ; 
where, ascribing the offimsive article to Smolleth in 
u'liich he was mistahen, ho thus apostrophizes him : 
“Wlience could arise this mighty critic spleetVi 
The muse,a triflor, and hef theme so moan? 

What had ( done, that angry Heav’n should aend 
The bitter^ foe, where most 1 w'ish’d a friend ? 

Oft hath n^ toi^e been wanton at thy name* 

And haiL'd the honours of thy matchless fame. 

. Foir me let.hoary Fidding bite the ground* 

So nobler fUMe stqitd superbly bound. 

• From' lihry’s temples tear th’ historic crown, 
Wliicb, with more justice, blooms ujmh thy own.” 

' t A poet of inferior note, author of a poem called 
'Tke RacCi has brouglb the same charge agmnst 
Smollett, in sUlt coorsef. terms. . 


talents, pursuits, and, unfortunately, the fates 
of these two great autliors, are so closely allied, 
that it is scarcely possible to name the one with- 
out exciting recollections of* the other. Field- 
iug and Smollett were both born in the highest 
I'ank of society, both educated to.lfiarned pro-. 
fesBions, yet both ob^ged to follow iniscellane- 
ous literature as the means of subsistence. Roth 
were confined, during their lives, by the nar- 
roigness of their circumstances, — both united a 
humorous cynicism with generosity ' and good 
nature, both died of the diseases incident to a 
sedentary life, and to literary labour, and both 
drew their last breath in a foreign land to which 
they retreated under the adverse oiroumstances 
of a decayed constitution and an exhiiusted for- 
tune. 

Their studies were no less similar than their 
lives. They both wrote for the stage, and nei- 
ther of them auecessfully. They botli meddled 
in politics; they both wrote 'travels, in which 
they showed that their good humour was wasted 
under the sufferings of Uicir disease; and, to con- 
clude, they were both so eminently successful as 
novelists, that no other English author of that, 
class has a right to be mentioned in the same 
breath with Fielding and Smollett* 

If wc compare the works of these two great 
masters yet more dosely, we may assign to 
Fielding, with little hesitaUon, the praise of a 
higher and purer taste, than was shown by his 
rival; more elegance of composition and express- 
ion; a neardr approach to the grave irony of 
Swift and .Cervantes; a great deal more address 
or felicity in the conduct of his story; and, 
finally, a po^er of describing amiable or virtu- 
ous characters, and of placing before us heroes, 
and especially heroines, of a much higher as 
well as more pleasing character, UiaH Smollett 
was able to present* 

Thus the art and felicity with which the story 
of Tom Jones evolves itself, is no wher^c found 
in Smollett’s novels, where the heroes pass from 
one situation in life, and from one stage of so- 
ciety, to another totally unconnected, except 
tliat, as in ordinary life, Uic adventures record- 
ed, though not bearing upon eaeh other, or on 
the catastrophe, befall the same personage. 
Characters are introduced and dropped without 
scruple, and, at the end of the work, the hero 
is found surrounded by u very different set of 
assoeiates from those with whom his fortune 
seemed at first indissolubly connected. Nei- 
ther are the characters which Smollett designed 
should be interesting, half so amiable as his rea- 
ders could desire. The low-minded Roderick 
Random, who borrows Strap’s money, wears his 
clothes, and, rescued firom staiwing by the at- 
tachment of that Simple, and kind-hearted ad- 
herent, rewards him by squandering his sub- 
stance, receiving his attendance as a servant, 
arid beating him when the dice ran against him, 
is not to be named in one day with the open- 
hearted, good-humoured, and noble-minded ^ 
Tom Jones, whose libertinism (one particular - 
omitted) is perhaps rendered but too amiable by 
! his good qualities. Wo believe ther^ are few ■ 
readers who are not disgusted with the miaera- 
hlo reward assigned to Strap in the- closing 
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ehiipter of the Dovel. Fire hundred pounds, 
(scarce the value of the floods he had presented 
to his master) and the hand of a reelalmed 
street-walker, even when added to a Righland 
fam, seem but a poor recompense for his (hith- 
ful and disinterested attachment. We should 
do Jones equal injustice b| weighing him in the 
balance with the savage and ferocious Pickle, 
who^ besides his gross and base brutalitjr to- 
wards Emilia, besides his ingratitude to dils 
uncKs and the savage propensity which he shows, 
in the pleasure he takes to torment others by 
liraetioal jokes, resembling those of a fiend in 
glee— exhibits a low and ungentlemanlike tone 
of thinking, only One degree higher than that of 
Roderick Random. The blackguard frolic of 
introducing a prostitute, in a false character, to 
his sister, is a sufficient instance of that want of 
taste and feeling which Smollett’s admirers are 
compelled to acknowledge may be detected in 
his writings. It is yet more impossible to com- 
pare Sophia or Amelia to the females of Snriol- 
lett, who (excepting Aurelia Darnel) are drawn 
as the objects rather of appetite than of affection, 
and excite no higher or more noble interest than 
might be created by the Ilouris of the Mohamme- 
dan paradise. 

It follows from this superiority on the side 
of Fielding, that his novels exhibit, more fre- 
quently than those of Smollett, scenes of dis- 
tress, which excite the sympathy and pity of 
the reader. No one can refuse his compassion 
to Jones when, by a train of practices upon his 
generous and open character, he is expelled 
from his benefactor’s house under the foulest 
and most heart-rending accusations;'^ but we cer- 
tainly sympathize very Rule in thd distress of 
Pickle, brought on by his own profligate pro- 
fusion, and enhanced by hl.ri.insolent misanthro- 
py. We are only surprised ‘that his predomi- 
nating arrogance does not* weary out the 
benevolence of Hatchway and Pipes, and scarce 
think the ruined spendthrift deserves their per- 
severing and feithful attachment. 

But the deep and fertile genius of Smollett 
afforded resources sufficient CO balance these de- 
ficiencies; and when thefuft weight has been 
allowed to Fielding’s superiority of taste and 
expression, his nortoern contemporary will sUU 
be found fit to balance the scale with lUs great 
rival. If Fielding had superior taste; the palm 
of more brilliancy of genius, more inexhausti- 
ble riches of invention, mdst in justice be 
awarded to Smollett. In comparison with his 
apliere, that in which Fielding walked was limit- 
oil; and, compared with the wealthy profusion 
of varied character and incident which Smollett 
' has scatteted through his works, there is a po- 
verty of imposition about his rival. Fielding’s 
fame rests on a single chefd*muvre$ and the art 
and Inddstr) which produced tlkm /citcf, was 
unntilo to rise to equal excellence in AmeUa, 
TKo^, therefore, we may justly prefer Tom 
Jone$ at ftte most masterly example of an artful 
and wcU^told novel, to any individual work of ' 
Smollett^ yet Mbderi^k Bamdom^ JPeregrim 
Pickki and do each of them 

far excel JeoepH or and to de- 

scend still lower, Jonaihun Wild^ or the Jour* 


ney to the JVext Worldy cannot be put into mo- 
mentary comparison withS!ir Launcelot Greaves, 
or Ferdinand Count Fathom. 

Every successful novelist must be more or 
less a poet, even althoogh he may never have 
I written a Moe of verse. ♦ The quality of imagi- 
nation is absolutely indispensable to him: his 
accurate power of examining and embodying 
human character and human passioik, aa well as 
the external face of nature, is not less essential, 
^and the talent pf describing well what he feels 
with acuteness, added to the above requisitqa, 
goes far to complete the poetic character. 
Smollett was, even in the ordinar}* sense, which 
limits the name to those who ^rite verses, a 
poet of distinction; and, in this particular, su- . 
perior to Fielding, who seldom aims at more 
than a slight translation from the classics.* 
Accordingly, if he is surpassed by Fielding in 
moving pity, the northern novelist soars far 
above him in his powers of exciting terror 
i Fielding has no passages which approach in sub- 
limity to the robber scene in Coutd Fathoms or to 
the terrible description of a sea engagement in 
which Roderick Random sits chained and expos- 
ed fipon the po&p, without the power of motion 
or exertion, during the carnage of a tremendous 
engagement. Upon many other occasions, 
Smollett’s descriptions ascend to the sublime, 

' and, in general, there is an air of romance in 
Ms writings which raises his narratives above 
the level and easy course of ordinary life. He 
was, like a pre-eminent poet of our own day, a 
searcher of dark bosoms, and loved to paint 
characters under the ationg agitation of fierce 
and stormy passions, lienee misanthropes, 
gamblers, and duellists, are as common in Ms 
works, as robbers m those of Salvator Rosa, and 
are drawn, in most cases, with the same terri- 
ble effect. To compare Ferdinand Count Fa* 
thorn to the Jonathan Wild of Fielding, would 
perhaps be unfair to the latter author; yet, the 
works being composed on the same plan (a 
veiy^bad one, as we think), we cannot help 
placing jhem by the side of eacli other, when it 
becomes at once obvious that the detestable Fa- 
thom is a living and existing miscreant, at 
wliom we shrink as from the presence of an in- 
carnate fiend, while the villain of Fielding seems 
rather a cold persQuificatlqn of the abstract princi- 
ple of evil, so far from being terrible, that, not- 
withstanding the knowledge of the world argued 
in many passages of his adventures, we are com- 
pelled to acknowledge him absolutely tiresome. 

It is, however, cMel^ in Me profusion, which 
amounts almost to prodigality, that we recognise 
the superior richness of Smollett’s fancy. He 
never shows the least desire to make the most 

* A iudge, competent m the highest d^ree, has 
thus cbamcteHxea Smollett’s poeuy. **T1iey have 
a portion of dcficncy not to be found in his novds; 
but they hkvo not, like those prose fictions, the 
strength ofninasteFs hand. Were he to live again 
yw might vridi Mm to write more pokiy, m the be- 
lief that hie poeticol talent virould improve hy exer- 
cise; but vre should be glad if we had more of his* 
novels lust M ihoj o»o:^***Speemen8 of tAe BritMh 
Poe/s, hi Thaem OmMd, vol. 6 . The truth is. 

that in these veiy novels are expended many of foe 

ingredients both of gtove ond humorous pooUy. 
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either ot acharaeter, or a situation, or an a4ven» 
tare, but throws them tog^ether with a careless- 
ness which argues unlimited eonUdenee in hU 
own Fielding n*ases to explain the 

principles of his art, and to congratulate him- 
self and his readers on the felicity, with whi^ 
he construets his narrative, or makes his cha- 
racters evolve themselves in the progress. 
These appeals to the reader’s judgment, admi- 
rable as they are, have sometiibes the feult of 
being difFuse, and always the great disadvantage, 
that they remind us we are perusing a work of 
fiction, and that the beings with whom we have 
been conversant during the perusal, are hut a 
set of evineso^nt phantoms, oonjuiwd up by a 
magician fer our amusement Smollett seldom 
holds communteation with his readers in his 
own person. He manages his delightful pup- 
pet-show without thrusting bis head beyond the 
curtain, like Gines de Passamontc, to explain | 
what he is doing; and henee, besides that our | 
attention to the story remains unbroken, we are 
sure that the author, fully confident in the abnti- 
flanee of his materials, has no oceasion to eke | 
them out with extrinsic matter. 

Smollett’s sea characters have been deservedly 
considered as inimitable; and the power with 
which he has diversified them, in so many in- 
stances, distinguishing the individual features 
of each honest tar, while each possesses a fell 
proportion of professional manners and habits of 
thinking, is a most absolute proof of the rich- 
ness of fancy with which the author was gifted, 
and which we have noticed as his chief advan- 
tage over Fielding. Bowling, Txunnion, Hatch- 1 
way, Pipes, and Crowe, are all men of the same 
class, habits, and tone of thinking, yet so com- 
pletely differenced by their separate and indi- 
^ idual cliaracters, that at oaoe we acknowledge 
tliem as distinct persons, while we see and allow 
that every one of them belongs to the old En- 
glish navy. These striking portraits have now 
the merit which is cherished by antiquaries— j 
they preserve the memory of the school of Ben- 
bow and Boscawen, whose manners are now 
banished from the quarter-deck to the forecas- 
tle. The naval officers of 'the present day, the 
splendour of whose actions has thrown into sha- 
dow the exploits of a thousand years, do not 
affect the manners of a forc-mattman, and have 

D 


shown how admirably well their duty can be 
discharged without any particular attaobment to 
tobaeco or flip, or the decided preftreoce of a 
check shin oyer a liUen one< ^ 

In the comic part of their' writings, ive have 
already said. Fielding is pre-emipent in grave 
irony, a Cervantio species of pleasantry, in 
which Smollett is not equally 8uecessfell^ On 
the other hand, the Scotchman (notwithstanding 
the general opinion denieb that qnality to h|s 
conntrymen) evcels in broad and ludicrous hu- 
mour. His fenoy seems to run riot in aeoumu- 
lating ridiculous oiroumstances one upon ano- 
ther, to the utter destruction of all power of 
gravity; and perhaps no books ever written have 
excited such peals of inextinguishable laughter, 
as those of Smolletu The descriptions which 
affect us thus powerfully, border sometimes 
upon what is called farce or caricature; but if it 
be the highest praise* of pathetic composition 
I that it draws forth tears, why should it not bo 
i esteemed the greatest excellence of the ludi- 
lereusthat it compels laughter^ The one tri- 
I bute is at least as genuine an expression of 
natural feeling as the other; and he who can 
read the calamities of Trunnion and Hatchway, 
when run away with by their mettled steeds, or 
the inimitable absurdities of the feast of the 
ancients, without a good hearty burst of honest 
laughter, must be well qualified to look sad and 
gentlemanlike with Lord Chesterfield or Master 
Stephen. 

Upon the whole, the genius of Smollett may 
be said to resemble that of Rubens. His pic- 
I lures are often deficient in grace; sometimes 
I coarse and even vulgar in conception; deficient 
I too in keeping, and in the due subordination of 
parts to each other; and intimating too much 
carelessness on tbe^art of their artist But 
those faults are reifeemed by such richness and 
brilliancy of colours; such a profusion of imagi- 
natton-Hiow bodying forth the grand and terri- 
ble-^now the natural, the easy, and the ludi- 
crous; there is so much of life, action^ and bus- 
Be in every group he has painted; so much 
force and individuality of character, that we rea- 
dily grant to Smollett an equal iwnk with his 
great rival Fielding, while we place both far 
above any of their successors in the same line 
of fictitious composition. 
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ADVENTURES OF PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


BY TOBIAS SMOLLETT, M.D. 



ADVERTISEMENT TO THE THIRD BRITISH EDITION. 


At length Peregrine Pickle makes his ap- 
pearance in a new edition, in spite of all the 
art aiidi industry that were used to stifle him 
in the birth, by certain booksellers and others, 
who were at uncommon pains to misrepre- 
sent the work and calumniate the author. 

The performance was decried as an im- 
moral piece, and a scurrilous libel ; the author 
was charged with having de&med the charac- 
ters of particular persons, to whom he lay 
under considerable obligations : and some for- 
midable critics declared that the book was 
void of humour, character, and sentiment. 

These charges, had they been supported 
by proof, would have certainly damned the 
writer and all his works ; and even, unsup- 
ported as they were, had an unfavourable 
eWbet with the public : but, luckily for him, 
his real character was not unknewn; and 
some readers were detet'mined to* judge for 
themselves, rather than trust ii^licitly to the 
allegations of his enemies The book was 
found not altogether unwoAhy of their re- 
commendation ; a very large* impression has 
been sold in England ; another was bought 
up in a neighbouring kingdom ; the work has 
been translated into the French language; 
and the demand for the original lately in- 
creased in England. It was the author’s 
duty, therefore, as well as his interest, to 


oblige the public with this edition^' which he 
has endeavoured to render less unworthy of 
th^ir acceptance, by retrenching the super- 
fluities of the first, reforming its manners, 
and correcting its expression. Divers unin- 
teresting incidents are whoUy suppressed : 
some humourous scenes he has endeavoured 
to heighten ; and he flatters himself that ho 
has .expunged every adventure, phrase, and 
insinuation, that could be construed by the 
most delicate reader into a trespass upon the 
rules of decorum. 

He owns, with contrition, that, in one or 
two instances, he gave way too much to the 
suggestions of personal resentment, and re- 
presented characters as they appeared to him 
at that time, through the exaggerating me- 
dium of prejudice : but he has in this impress- 
ion endeavoured to make atonement for these 
extravagancies. Howsoever he may have 
erred in point of judgment or discretion, he 
defies the whole world to prove that be was 
ever guilty of one act of malice, ingratitude, 
or dishonour. This declaration he may be 
permitted to make, without incurriiig the 
imputation of vanity or presumption, con- 
sidering the numerous shafts of envy, rancour 
and revenge, that have lately, both in private 
and in public, been levelled at his repu- 
tation. 
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CHAPTER I. 

An account of Mr Gamaliel Pickle-^the 
disposition of his sister described — he 
yields to her solicitations^ and retires to 
the country, 

[s a certain county of England, bounded on 
ono side by the eea, and at the distance of 
one hundred miles from the mejtropolie, lived 
(vamaliel Pickle, Esquire, the fhther of that 
hero whose adventures we purpose to re- 
<‘ord. lie was the son of a merchant in 
liondon, who (like Rome) from small be- 
ginnings had raised himself to the highest 
honours of the city, and had acquired a 
plentiful fortune, though, to his infinite re- 
gret, he died before it amounted to a plum, 
(*onjuriug his son, as he respected the last 
injunction of a parent, to imitate his i^dus- 
Iry, and adhere to his maxims, pntil he 
should have made up the deficiency, whicJi 
^vas a sum considerably less than fifteen 
thousand pounds. 

This pathetic remonstrance had the de- 
8- 1 red effect Upon his representative, who 
‘•pared no pains to fulfil the request of the 
deceased, but exerted all the capacity with 
wliich nature had endowed him in a series 
c»f efforts, which, however, did not succeed; 
for, by the time he had been fifteen yesrs in 
trade, he found himself five thousand pounds 
worse than he was when he first took pos- 
session of his father’s effects ; a circumstance 
that affected him so nearly, as to detach his 
inclinations from business, and induce him 
to retire from the world, to some place 
where he might at leisure deplore his mis- 
fortunes, and by fnigolity secure himself 
‘ from Want and the apprehensions of e jnii, 
with which his imagination was incessantly 
. haunted. He wan often heard to express m 
iears of coming upon the parish, and to bless 
God, that, on account of his having been so 


long a housekeeper, he was entitled to that 
provision. In short, his talents were not 
naturally active, and there was a sort of in- 
consistency in his character; for, with all 
the desire of amassii^ which any citizen 
could possibly entertain, he was encumber- 
ed by a certain indolence and slugmshness 
that prevailed over every interested consi- 
deration, and Oven hindered him from pro- 
filing by the 'singleness of apprehension and 
moderation of appetites, which have so fre- 
quently conduced to the acquisition of im. 
mense forkmes— Kuiaiities which ho possess- 
ed in a veiT remarkable degree. Nature, lu 
all probability, liad mixed little or nothing 
inflammable in *hi6 composition ; or, what- 
ever ^eds of excess she might have sowil 
within him, were effectually stifled and dc- 
strj^cd by the austerity of his education. 

The sallies of his youth, far from being in- 
ordinate or criminal, never exceeded tnn 
bounds of that decent jollity, which an extra- 
ordinary pot, on extraordinary occasions, 
may be supposed to have prodnoed in a club 
of sedate book-keepers, whose imaginations 
were neither very warm nor luxuriant. little 
subject to refined sensations, he was scarce 
ever disturbed with violent emotions of any 
kind. The passion of love never interrupt- 
ed his tranquillity ; and if, as Mr Creech 
says after Horace, 

Not to admire is all ilic »rt 1 know, 

To make men happy* beep them so. 

Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly possessed of 
'that invaluable secret ; at least he was never 
known to betray the faintest symptom of 
transport, except one evening at the club, 
where he observed, with some demonstra. 
tions of vivacity, that he had dined upon a 
delicate loin of veal. 

Notwithstanding this appearance of phlegm, 
he could not help feeling his disappointments 
in trade; and, upon the Mure of a certain 
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underwriter, by which he lost five hundred was justified by the constructions that were 
pounds, Glared his design of relinquishing put upon her retreat by her female friends, 
business, and retiring to the country. |n who, far from imputing it to the laudable 
this resolution he was comforted and en>* motives that induced her, insinuated, in sar- 
couraged by his only sister, Mrs Griz^e, castic commendations, that she had good 
who had managed his family since the death reason to be dissatisfied with a place where 
of his father, and was now in the thirtieth she had been so long overlooked ; and that 
year of her maidenhood, with a fortune of it was certainly her wisest course to make 
five thousand pounds, and a large stock of her last effort in the country, where, in all 
economy and devotion. probability, her talents would be less eclips- 

These qualifications, one would tbipk, ed, and her fortune more attractive, 
might have been the means, of abridging the Be this as it will, her admonitions, though' 
term of her celibacy, as she never expressed tliey were powerflil enough to convince, 
any aversion to wedlock; but it seems she would have been insufficient to overcome 
was too delicate in her choice to find a the languor and vis inertiee of her brother, 
mate to her inclination in tlie city ; for I had she not reinforced “her argjtiments, by 
cannot suppose that she remained so Ipng calling in question the credit of two or three 
unsolicited, though the charms of her per- merchants, with whom he Was embarked in 
son were not altogether enchanting, nor her trade. 

manner over and above agreeable. Exclu- Alarmed at these hints of intelligence, he 
sive of a very wan (not to call it sallow) exprted himself effectually : he withdrew hi 
complexion, which perhaps was the effects money from trade, and laying it out in bank 
of her virginity and mortification, she had a stock and India bonds, removed to a house 
cast in her eyes that was not at all engaging, in Jthe country, which his father had built 
and such an extent of mouth, as no art or near the seaside, for the convenience of car- 
affectation could contract into any propor- rying on a certain branch of traffic in which 
ti enable dimension ; then her piety was ra- he had been deeply concerned, 
ther peevish than resigned, and did not in Here, then, Mr Pickle fixed his habitation 
the least diminish a certain stateliness in for life, in the six-and-thirticth year of his 
her demeanour and conversation, that de- age ; and though the pangs he felt at part- 
lighted in communicating the importance ing with his intiinale companions, and quit- 
and honour of her family, which, by the by, ting all his former connexions, were not 
was not to be traced two generations back, quite so keen as to produce any dangerous 
by all the powers of heraldry or tradition. disorder in his constitution, he did not fail 
She seemed to havfe renounced all the to be extremely disconccried o,t his first en- 
ideas she had acquired before her lather trance into a set^e of life to which he v;as 
served the office of sheriffi; and the era totally a stranger. Notbut that he met with 
which regulated the dates oF all herobserva- abundance of people in the country, who, in 
tions was the mayoralty of her papa. Nay, consideration of his fortune, courted his ac- 
so solicitous was this good lady for tlie sup- quaintance, and breathed nothing but friend- 
port and pro])agation of the family name, ship and hospitality ; yet even the trouble of 
that, suppressing every selfisji motive, she receiving and returning these civilities was 
actually prevails upon her brother to com- an intokirable fatigue to a man of his habits 
bat with his own disposition, and even sur- and disposition. He therefore left the care 
mount it so far as to declare a passion for of the ceremonial to bis sister, who indulgcxl 
the person whom he afterwards wedded, os herself in all the pride of formality, while 
we shall see in the sequel. Indeed she was he himself, having made a discovery of a 
the spur that instigated him in all his extraor- public house in the neighbourhood, went 
dinary undertakings ; and I question wheth- thither every evening, and enjoyed liis pipe 
or or not he would have been able to disen- and cann, being very well satisfied with the 
gage himself from that course oflife in which behaviour of the landlord, whose communi- 
lie had so long mechanically moved, unless eative temper was a gl*eat comfort to liis own 
ho had been roused and. actuated by her in- taciturnity ; for he shunned all superfluity of 
ce.«!sant exhortations. London, she observ- speech as much as be avoided any other un- 
ed, was a receptacle of iniquity, whore an necessary, expense. 

Imnest m uspecling man was every day in . 

danger of fklling ^''sacrifice to craft ; where 

iriiidcence was exposed to continual temp- CHAPTER 11. 

latiors, and virtue eternally persecuted by 

malice aud slander ; where every thing was HeisrMtJe.acguaintedwithtkeckartKttrscf 
ruled by caprice and corruption, and merit Commodore Trunnitin and his adkermh 
utterly discouraged and despised. This last ^meets u>i(h them btf accident, and con-* 

imputation she pronounced with such em- tracts ari intimacy with that commander. 

phasis and chagrin, as plainly denoted how 

far she considered herself as an example of This loquamous publican soon gave him 
wha| she advanced ; and really the charge sketches of ah the cbaracters in tlie county, 
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and, among otiiora, describojt of ^ tacxt devil a goblin was to be found. He bad no 
nei^bour,Commodoi^Trunnioj;i, which was sooner turned in again, and the rest of the 
altogether singular and odd. ** Tbe com<- himily gone to sleep, than the foul fiends be- 
modore and your worship/* said be, ** will in gan their game anew. Tiie commodore got 
a short time be hand and gloVe: he Ims a up in the dark, drew his cutlass, and attack- 
poorer of money^ and spends it like a prince, ed them both so m^fully, that, in five mi- 
th$,t is, in lus own way ; ibr, to be sure, he nutes, every thing in the apt^ment went to 
is a little humorsome, as the saying is, and pieces. The lieutenant, hearing the noise, 
swears woundllr, though 1*11 bo sworn ho came to his assistance. Tom Pipes, being 
means no more harm than a sucking babe, told what was the matter, lighted his match, 
Iiord help us ! it will do your hojnour^ heart and going down to the yard, fired all the pa- 
good to hear him tell a story, as how he lay tereroes as signals of distress. Well^ to be 
alongside of the French, yard-arm and yard- sure, the whole parish was in a pucker ; some 
arm, board and board, and of heaving grap- thought the French had landed ; others iifia- 
plings, and stinkpots, and grapes, and round gined the commodore’s liouse was beset by 
and double-headed partridges, crows, and thieves ; for my own part, I called up two 
carters— Laud have mercy upon us ! he has dragoons that are quartered upon me, and 
been a great wanior in his time, and lost an they swore, with deadly oaths, it was a gang 
eye and a heel in the service. Then he does of smugglers ei^gcd with a party of their 
not live like any other Christian land-man, regiment that lies in the next village ; and 
but keeps gamson in his house as if lie mounting their horses, like lusty fellows, 
were in the midst of his enemies, and makes rode up into the country as last as their 
his servants turn out in the night, watch beasts could cahy them. Ah, master, these 
and watch (as he calls it), aU the ydar are hard times, when an mduslrious body 
round. His habitation is defended by a cannot earn his bread without (ear of the 
ditch, over whi^ he has laid a drawbridge^ gallows. Your worship’s father (God rest 
and planted his courtyard with patereroes his soul !) was a good gentleman, and as 
continually loaded with shot, under the di- well respected in this parish as e’er a be that 
rection of one Mr Hatchway, who had one walks upon neat’s leather. And if your ho- 
of his legs shot away while he acted as lieu- nour should want a small parcel of fine tea, 
tenant on board the commodore’s ship ; and or a few ankers of right Nants, I’ll be bound 
now being on half pay, lives with him as his you shall be furnished to your heart’s con- 
companion. The lieutenant is a very brave tent. But^ as I was saying, tlie hubbub con- 

man, a great joker, and, as the saying is, tinned till pioming, Y^hen the parson being 
hath got the length of hib commander’s foot; sent for, conjured the spirits into the Rod 
thou;^ he has another favourite in the house, Sea ; and the house has been pretty quiet 
called Toro Pipes, that was his boatswain’s ever since. True U is, Mr Hatchway makes 
mate, and now keeps the servants in order, a mock of the yvhole afiair ; and told his 
Tom 18 a man of fow words, but an excel- commander iii this very blessed spot, that 
lent hand at a song, hussel-cap, and chuck- the two goblins were no other than a couple 
farthing. Concer^g the boatswain’s wins- of jackdaws which had fallen down the chiui- 

lle, there is not such another pipe in*Uie ney, and made a flapping with their wings 

county. So that the commodore liV^s very up and down the apartment. *But the com- 
happy m his own manner; thof he be some- modore, who is very choleric, and does not 
times thrown into perilous passions and like to he jeered, fell into a mam high passion, 
quandaries, by the application of his poor and stormed like a perfect hurricane, swear- 
kinsmen, whom he ^’t abide, because as mg that he knew a devil from a jackdaw as 
how some of them were the first occasion of well as e’er a man in the three kingdoms. He 
iiis going to sea. Then he sweats with owned, indeed, that the birds were found, 
atfony at the sight 'of an attorney ; just for but denied that they were the occasion of 
aU tlie world, as some. people have an anti- the uproar. For my own part, master, I be- 
pathy to a cat ; Tor, it seems he was once at lieve much may be said on both sides of the 
law for striking one of his officers, and cast question, thof, to be i^ure, the devil is always 
in a swinj^rtg sum. Ha is, moreover, ex- going about, as the saying is.” 
ccodingly affficted with goblins tliat diatuih This circumstantial account, extraordinary 

his rest, and sdeh a racket in his house, as it wae, never altered one feature in tlie 
that you would .think (^d bless ust)idi cOuntenanceof Mr Pickle, who having heard 
th$4evils in hell hadhioke loose upon him. it to an end, took the pipe from his mouth, 
It was no longer agq last year, about saying, with a look of infinite sagacity and 
fhis timo^ that he was tormented the live- delibOTtion,-— “ I do suppose ho is of the 
Jong night by two misOhievoas spirits^ that Cornish Trunnions. What sort<»f a woman 
got into his chBiAb^i and playOd a thousand is his spouse Spouse !” cried the other, 
pranks about his hammock (for tliore is not odds heart ! I don’t think he would marry 

one bed within hiS walls). Well, sir, he the queen pf Sheba. Lock-a-day ! sir, he 

..... « . * is to ho m the gar- 

an out-house every 


rung ms eeii, oauiea up aii ms sem^aiKs, gox won c saner ms own mai< 
hgUs, and mad^ a thpYoqgh sefur^^. hui the rison, but turns them into 
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night before the watch is set. Bless your 
honour’s Bouh he is, as it were» a very odd^ 
ish kind of a ^ntleman. Your warship 
would have seen liini before now ; fbr when 
he is well, he and my good master Hatch- 
way come hither every evening, and drink a 
couple of canns of rufbbo a-piece; but he 
has been confined to his house this fortnight 
by a plaguy fit of the gout, which, I’ll as- 
sure your worship, is a good penny out of my 
pocket.” 

At that instant, Mr Pickle’s ears were sa- 
luted with such a strange noise, as even dis- 
composed the muscles of his fkce, which 
gave immediate mdications of alarm. This 
composition of notes, at first, resembled the 
crying of quails and croaking of bull-frogs ; 
hut, as it approached nearer, he could ms- 
tinguish articulate sounds pronounced with 
^ great violence, in such a cadence os one 
would expect to hear from a human creature 
scolding through tlio organs of an ass. It 
was neither speaking nor braying, but a sur- 
prising mixture of both, employed in the ut- 
terance of terms absolutely unintelligible to 
our wondering merchant, who had just open- 
ed his mouth to express his curiosity, when 
the landlord, starting up at the well-known 
sound, cried, Odds nigers ! there is the 
commodore with his company, as sure as I 
live;” and with his apron began to wipe 
t he dust off an elbow chair placed at one side 
of the fire, and kept sacred for the ease and 
convenience of tins infirm commander. 
While ho was thus OUcupiod, aT voice still 
more uncouth than the former hauled aloud, 
“Ho J the house, a hoy !V ^ Upon which the 
publican, clapping a liand to each side of his 
head, with his thumbs fixed to his cars, re- 
Itellowed in the same tone, which he had 
learned to imitate, “lulloah.” The voice 
again exclaimed, “ have you got any at- 
torneys aiioaad 1’’ and when landlord 
replied, “ no, no,” this man of strange ex- 
pectation came in, supported hy his two de- 
pendents, and displayed a figure every way 
answerable to the oddity of his character. 
He wiF in stature at least six feet high, 
though nc had contracted a habit of stoop- 
ing, by living so long on board ; his com- 
plexion was tawncy, and his aspect rendered 
hideous by a largo scar across his nose, and 
a patcii that covered the place of one eye. 
Being seated in his chair with great for- 
mality, the )^dlord complimented him upon 
his bein^ Me to come abroad again; and 
having, in a wliispcr, communicated the 
iianie of his fUlow wliom the coinnio- 

doro it)(eady knew by report, went to pre- 
pare, imamnable de^atch, the hrst 

allowance *of his lavourite liquor, in three 
separate <^enns each was accommodated 
with liitf own porj^n japart), while the lieu- 
tenant sat down on the blind side of his 
commander; and Tom Pipes» knowing his 
distance, with great modesty,, took his sta- 


tion in the rear.* After a pause of some mi- 
nutes, the conversation was begun by this 
ferocious chiefs whO| fixing his eye upon the 
lieutenant with a* sternness of countenance 
not to be described, addressed him in these 
words. “ Damn my eyes, Hatchway, I al- 
ways took you to pc a better seaman than 
to overset our chaise in such fair weather. 
Blood ! did’nt I tell you we were running 
bump ashore, and bid you set in the lee- 
brace, and haul upon a wind ?” “ Yes,” 

K ed the other, with an arch sneer), “ I 
nfess as how you did give such orders, 
after you had run us foul of, a post, so as 
that the carriage lay along, and could not 
right herself.” “ I run you foul of a post !” 
cned the commander; “damn ray heart! 
you’re a pretty dog, an’t you, to tell me so 
aboveboard to my face I Did I take charge 
of the chaise? Did I stand at the helm!” 
“ No,” answered Hatchway, “ I must conr* 
fess you did not steer ; but hows^mover, you 
cunned all the way, and so, as you could not 
see how tho land lay, being blind of your 
larboard eye, we were fast ashore, before 
you knew any thing of the matter. Pipes, 
who stood abaft, can testify the truth of 
what I say.” “Damn my limbs !” resumed 
the commodore, “ I don’t value what you or 
Pipes say a rope-yarn. You’r a couple of 
mutinous — IT ‘^ay no more ; but you shan’t 
run your ng upon me, damn ve. I am the 
man that learnt you, Jack Hatchway, to 
splice a rope, and raise a perpendicular.” 

The lieutenant, who was perfectly well 
acquainted witli ^he trim of his captain, did 
not choose to carry on the altercation any 
farther; but taking up las caim, drank to the 
health of the stranger, who very courteously 
returned tlic compnment, without, however, 
presuming to join in the conversation, which 
suffeired a considerable pause. During this 
interruption, Mr Hatchway’s wit displayed 
itself in several practical jokes upon the com- 
modore, with wnom, he knew, it was danger- 
ous to tamper in any ot her way. Being with- 
out the spnere of his vision, he securely pil- 
fered his tobacco, drank^iis rumbo, made wry 
faces, and (to use the vulgar phrase) cocked 
his eye at him, to the no small entertain- 
ment of the spectators, Mr Pickle himbclf 
not excepted, who gbvo evident tokens of 
uncommon satisfaction aft the dexterity of 
this marine pantomime. 

Meanwhile, the captain’s choler gradually 
subsided, and he was pleased to diE^iru 
Hatchway* hy thefl^iliar and fViendiy dimi- 
nutive of Jack, to read a newspaper that lay 
on the taMe befote him. This task was ac- 
cordin^y undertaken by the lame lieutenant, 
who, anwing other paragraphs, read that 
which foUou^a, with an elevation of voice • 
that seetned to prognosticate something ex- 
traordinary 2 - “ We are inftnrmed that Admi- 
ral BowexjWiS soon be created a British 
peer, fur kb eminent services during the 
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war^QirtiQularly m his late engit^m^nt witli own trumpeter on occaeion; thof I wish you 
the Prench fleet.*’ Trut^nion was thunder- i^ould changpe the tune; for that is the samt; 
struck at this piece of intelligence. The mug you have been pipiiv every watch for thesi* 
dropped flrom his hand and shivered into a ten months past. Tunley himself wilt tell 
thousand pieces; his eye glistened like that you he has heard it flve hundred times.” 
of a rattlesnake, and some miiiutes elapsed ** God fl^give you, Mr Hatchway,” said the 
before he could pronounce, ** avast! Over- landlord. interruptin|: him, as I am an honest 
* haul that article again.” It was no sooner man and a housekeeper, I never heard a syl- 
read a second time, th&ti smiting the table lable of the matter.” 
with his flsts, he started up, and, with the This declaration, though not strictly true, 
m6st violent emphasis of raj^ and indigna- was extremely agreeable to Mr Trunnion, 
tion, exclaimed, ” Damn my heart and liver ! who, with an air of triumph, observed, “ Aha ! 
’tis a land he, d’ye see ; and I will maintain Jack, 1 thought I should bring you up, with 
it to be a li6v from the spnt-sail yard to the your jibes and your Jokes : but suppose you 
mizen-t<^.^ail hnulyards I Blood and thun- had heard it before, is that any reason why 
der! Will Bower a. peer of this realm! a it shouldn’t be told to another person' 
fellow of yesterday, that scarce knows a mast There’s the stranger, belike he has heard it 
from a manger; asnotty.nose boy, whom I five hundred times too; han’t you, brother''” 
myself have ordered to the gun for stealing addressinghimselftoMrPickle; who replied, 
eggs out of the ,hen-coops! and I, Hawser With a look expressingcuriosity, no, never,” 
Trunnion, who commanded a ship before he he thus went on Well, you seem to be 
could keep a reckoning, am laid aside, d’ye an honest, quiet sort of a man, and therefore 
see, and forgotren 1 If so be as this be the you must know, as I said before, I fell in with 
case, there is a rotten plank in our conFtitu- a French man of war, Cape Finisterre bear- 
lion, which ought to be hove down and re- ing about six leagues on the weather bow, 
paired, d — ^n my eyes ! For my own part, and the chase three leagues to leeward, going 
d'ye see, I was none of your Guinea pigs ; before the wind ; whoreui>on I set my stud* 
1 did not rise in the service by parliament- ding-sails, and, coming up with her, hoisted 
eenng interest or a handsome b-— of a wife, my jack and ensign, and poured m a whole 
I was not hoisted over the bellies of better broadside, before you could count three, rat- 
men, nor strutted athwart the quarter-deck tiins in the mtzen shrouds ; for I always keep 
m a laced doublet, and thingumbobs at the a good look out, and love to have the firs! 
wrists. Damn my limbs! 1 have been a fire.” That Pll be sworn.” said Hatchway , 
hard-working man, and served all offices on ** for the flay we made trie Triumph, yon 
board, from cook’s slnfler to the command ordered tW men to iirb wh^n she was biill-to, 
of a vessel. Here, you Tunley, there’s the by the same token we below pointed the gun^ 
hand of a seaman, you dog.” So saying, he at a flight of gqlls; and I won acann of 
Ijid hold on the landlord’s fist, and honoured punch from the ^gunner, by killing the first 
him with such a squeeze, as compelled him bird.” Exasperated at this sarcasm* he re- 
to roar with grea* vociferation, to the in- plied with great vehemence, — “ You lie, lub- 
fmite satisfaction of tliO commodore, whose her ! damn your bones ! what business have 
features were a little unbended by ac- you to come always athwart my hause in 
knowlcdgment of lus vigour; and he thus pro- this manner? You, Pipes, was upon deck r 
ceeded in a less outrageous strain. ” They end can bear witness wWlier or not I fired 
nmko a damned noise about this engagement too soon. Speak, you blood of a — , and 
with the F^nch ; but egad ! it was no more that upon the wo^ of a seaman ; how did 
than a buniboat battle, in comparison with the cliase bear of us, when T gave orders to 
some that I have seen. There was old Rook fire ?” 

andJeniiings*andanotherwhoinrilbedamird Pipes, who had hitherto sat silent, being 
before I name, that knew what fighting was. thus called upon to give his ^dence, aftei 
As for my own share, d’ye see, 1 am none divers strong gesticulations, opened his 
of those that holloiy in^heir own commenda- mouth like a gasping cod, and, with a cadenc* > 
Uon ; but if so be that 1 vverekninded to stand like that of the east wind singing through i 
my own trumpeter, some of those little fel- cranny, pronounced, “ Half a quarter of ;t 
lows that hold thetr faea4s so high, would be league, right upon our lee-bcam.” ** Nearer, 
taken all aback, as the saying is; they would you porpuss-fac’d swab !” (cried the common 
be ashamed to show their colours, damn nW dmru) ** nearer by twelve fathom ; but ho'v - 
eyes! Ponce lay eight passes alongwsiae potnever, that’s enough to prove the falschool 
of the Flour delious^, a French man of war, of Hatchway’s jaw — amd so, brother, 
though her metal was heavier, and hei* com- see, (turning to Mr Pickle,) I lay alongsid*^' 
plement larger by an hundred hands tlian of the Flour de Louse, yard-ann and yard- 
mine. You, Jack Hatchway, damn yc, what arm, plying our great guns and smalUarms, 
d’ye grin at? I)^ye think I toll a story, be- and heaving in stink-pots, powdor-bo|^$„ 
cause you never heard it before?” Ifcnd hand grenades, till our shot was aB'ex- 

** Why, look ye. Sir,” answered the lieu- pended, double-headed, partridge, and grape , . 
tenant, giM to find you can stand yoctr then we loaded vvith iron-crows, marUnspikes, 

E ‘ ' 
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and old nails ; but finding the Ptenchmati 
took a great deal of dniboing* atid that he 
had shot away all our rigging, and killed and 
wounded a great numl^r or our men, d’ye 
see, 1 resolved to run him on board upon his 
quarter, and so ordered our grappling to be 
got ready: but Monsiehr, perceiving what 
we were about, filled histop-sails, and Peered 
off, leaving us like a log upon the water, and 
our scuppers running with blood.’' 

Mr Pickle and the landlord paid such ex- 
traordinary attention to the rehearsal of this 
exploit, tliat Trunnion was encouraged to 
ontertain them with more stories of the same 
nature ; after which he observed, by way of 
encomium on the government, that all he had 
gained in the service was a lame foot and 
the loss of an eye. The lieutenant, who 
could not find in his heart to lose any oppor- 
tunity of being witty at the expense of his 
commander, gave a loose to lus satirical talent 
once more, saying, I have heard as how 
you came by your lame foot by having your 
upper-decks overstowed with liquor, whereby 
you became crank, and i-olled, d’ye see, in 
such a manner, that, by a pitch of the ship, 
your starboard heel was jammed in one of 
the scuppers ; and as for the matter of your 
oye, that was knocked out by your own crew 
when the Lightning was paid off: there’s 
poor Pipes, who was beaten into all the 
colours of the rainbow for taking your part, 
and giving yoif time to sheer off ; and 1 don’t 
find as how you have rewarded hinr according 
as he deserves.” As tiie comniqdolpe could 
not deny the truth of these anecdotes, how- 
ever unseasonably they were introduced, he 
affected to receive them wifli good humour, 
as jokes of the lieutenant’s bwn inventing ; 
and replied, — “ Ay, ay, Jack, every body 
knows your tongue is no slander ; but how- 
Fomever, 1*11 worlc you to an oil for this, you 
dog.” So saying, ho lifted up one of his 
crutches, intending to lay it gently across 
Mr Hatchway’s pate ; but Jack, with great 
agility, tilted up ms wooden leg, with which 
lie warded off the blow, to the no small ad- 
miration of Mr Pickle, and utter astonish-^ 
ment of the landlord, who, by the bye, had 
expressed thcAame amazement, at the same 
feat, at the same hour, every night for three 
months liefore. Trunnion then directing his 
eye to the boatswain’s mate, ** You, Pipes,” 
said he, do you go about and tell people 
that 1 did not re«^ard you for standing by me 
when I wa hassled by these rebellious rap* 
flcalUoxis , you, lufi’t you been rated on 
the books ever since 7” ’Tom, who, indeed, 
had no w'ords to spare, sat smoaking his pipe 
with Indifference, and never dreamed 

wlucli i^^ated and reinforced \ifith 
many oaUu^ that* however, produced no ef- 
fect, the commodore )mlled out his purse, 

, saying, ** Here, you bitch’s baby, here’s some- 
thing lietter ^an a smart ticket and threw 


it at his silent deliverer, who received and 
pocketed his bounty without Uie least de- 
monstration of surprise or satisfaction ; while 
the donor, turning to Mr Pickle, — ” You see, 
brother,” said he, “ I make good the old say- 
ing, we sailors money like horses, and 
spend it like asses : edme, Pipes, let’s have 
the boatswain’s whistle, and be jovial.” This 
musician accordingly applied to his mouth 
the silver instrument that hung at a button- 
hole of his jacket, by a chain of the same 
metal, and, though not quite so ravishing as 
the pipe of Hermes, produced a sound so loud 
and snrill, that the stranger (qp it were in- 
stinctively) stopped his ears, to preserve hts 
organs of hearing from such a 'dangerous 
invasion. The prelude being thus executed, 
Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg of an ostnch 
that depended from the ceiling, and without 
once movingthem from that object, performed 
the whole cantata in a tone of voice that 
seemed to be the joint issue of an Irish bag- 
pipe and a sow-gcldcr’s horn ; the commo- 
dore, the lieutenant and landlord, joined in 
the chorus, repeating this elegant stanza, 

Bustle, bustle, brave boys! 

Let us sing, let us toil, 

And drink all the 'while, 

Since labour ’s the price of our joys. 

The third line was no sooner pronounced, 
than the caiin was lifted to every man’s 
mouth with admirable uniformity ; and the 
next word taken up at the end oftlieir draught 
with a twang equally expressive and harmo- 
nious. In short, the compnny began to un- 
demtandone another; Mr Pickle seemed to 
relish the entertainment, and a correspon- 
dence immediately commenced between him 
and Trunnion, who shook him by the hand, 
drank to further acquaintance, and even in- 
vitedohim to a mess of pork and pease in tlie 
garrisoiL The compliment was returned, 
good fellowship prevailed, and the night was 
pretty far advanced when the merchant’s 
man arrived with a lantern to light his mas- 
ter liome ; upon which the new frmnds ported, 
after a mutual promise vf meeting next eve* 
nii^ in the same place. 


CHAPTER III. 

Mrs QfizzU exerti herzelf in finding a 
proper miUchfor her brother; who is ac- 
cordingly introdneed to the young lady, 
whom he marries in due season, 

I HAVE been the more circumstantial in open- 
ing the character of Trunnion, because he 
bears a considemble share in the course of 
these memoirs ; but now it is high l^e to 
resume tlte consideration of Mra Grizzle, 
who, since her arrival in the country, had 
been engrossed by a double care, naipely, 
that of finding a suitable match Ibr her bro- 
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ther, and a comfortable yoke-fellow for licr- 
self. 

Neither was lliis aim the result of any 
sinister or frail sug;gestion, but the pure dic- 
tates of that laudable ambition, which prompt- 
ed her to the preservation of the family name. 
Nay, so disinterested was she in this pursuit, 
that, postponing her nearest concern, or at 
least leaving her own fate to the silent ope- 
ration of her charms, she laboured with such 
indefatigable zeal in behalf of her brother, 
that, betbre they had been three months set- 
tled in the country, the general topic of con- 
versation in the neighbourhood, was an in- 
tended match* between the rich Mr Pickle, 
and the fah* Miss Appleby, daughter of a 
gentleman who lived in the next parish, and 
who, though he had but little fortune to be- 
stow upon Ins children, had (to use his own 
phrase) replenished their veins with some of 
the best blood in the country. 

This young lady, whose character and dis- 
position Mrs Grizzle had investigated to her 
own satisfaction, was destined for the spouse 
of Mr Pickle, and an overture was accordingly 
made to her father, who being overjoyed at 
llio propussal, gave his consent without hesi- 
tation, and even recommended the immediate 
execution of the project with such eagerness, 
a^ seemed to indicate cither a suspicion of 
Mr Pickle’s constancy, or a diffidence of his 
own daughter’s coinplexion, which perhaps 
he thought too sanguine to keep much long- 
er cool. The previous point being thus set- 
tled, our merenaut, at the instigation of Mrs 
Grizzle, went to visit his future father-iii-law, 
and was introduced to the daughter, with 
wiiom he had, that same afternoon, an op- 
portunity of being alone. What passed in 
that interview I never could learn, though, 
from tJie character of the suitor, the reader 
may jiistly conclude, that she was not ipuch 
teased with the impertinence of his addresses, 
fie was not, 1 believe, the less welcome for 
that reason ; certain it is she made no ob- 
jection to his taciturnity, and, when her f.i- 
tlier communicated his resolution, acmiicsced 
\i^ith the most piou% resignation. Rut Mrs 
Grizzle, in order to give the lady a more fa- 
vourable idea of his intellects than what his 
ionversation could possibly inspire, was re- 
solved to dictate a let^r, which her brother 
should transcribe and transmit to his mistress, 
as the produce of his own uuderstandinv, 
and had actually composed a very tender bil- 
let for this purpose ; yet her intention was 
entirely frustrated by the misapprehension of 
the lover Jiimsclf, who, in consequence of 
his sister’s repeated admonitions, anticipate 
od her scherno, by writing for himself, and 
dispatching the letter one afternoon, while 
. Mrs Gnzzie was visiting at tlie parson’s. 

Neither was this step the effect of his 
vanity or precipitation ; but having been oft^n 
assured by liie sister, that it was absolutely 
necessary for him to make a declaration of 


his love in writing, he took this opportunity 
of acting in conformity with her advice, when 
his imagination was unengaged or undisturbed 
by any other suggestion, without suspecting 
the least that slie intended to save him the 
trouble of exercising his own genius. Left, 
therefore, as he imagined, to his own inven- 
tions, he sat down and produced the follow- 
ing morceau, which was transmitted to Miss 
Appleby before his sister and counsellor had 
the least information of the affair. 

Miss Sally Appleby. 

“ Madam ,-rUnderstanding you have a par- 
cel of heart, warranted sound, to be disposed 
1 of, shall be willing to treat for said commo- 
I dity, on reasonable terms. Doubt not shall 
agree for same. Sliall wait of you for further 
information, when and where you shall ap- 
point. This the needful from yours, &c. 

‘‘ Gam. Pioki e.” 

This laconic epistle, simple and unadorned 
as It was, met with as cordial a reception 
from the person to wliom it was addressed, 
as if it had been couched in the most elegant 
terms that delicacy of passion and cultivated 
genius could supply ; nay, I bciievi , was the 
more welcome, on account of its mercantile 
plainness: because, when an ndvantag<'ous 
match is in view, a sensible woman often 
considers the flowery profossions and rap- 
turous exclamations or love as ensnarlug 
ambiguities, or at best impertinent prelimi- 
naries, timirclard the treaty they are designed 
to promote.; whereas, Mr Pickle removed all 
disagreeable uncertainly, by descending at 
once to the most interesting particular. 

She Imd no sooner, as a dutiful child, com- 
inumcati.d this billet-doux to l*cr father, than 
he, as a careful parent, visited Mr Pickle, 
and, ill the prcsenccof?drB Gnzzie, demand- 
ed a ftinnal explanation of his sentiments 
with regard to his daughter Sally. Mr Ga- 
maliel, without any ceremony, assured him 
he had a rcsjicct for the vouiig woman, and, 
with Jiis good leave, would take h^r for bet- 
ter for worse. Mr Appleby, afeer having 
expressed his satisfacticn that he had fiXed 
Iiis affections in his farihlv* comforted tlie 
lover with the assurance of h:s being agreea- 
ble to tho young lady, and they lorthwilh 
proceeded to the articles' of the inarriage- 
settlcmont, which being discussed and det|*r- 
laincd, a lawyer was ordered to engross tlieni ; 
the wedding-clothes were bouglit, and, in 
short, a day was appointed for the celebration 
of their nuptials, to whicli every body of «ny 
fasliion in tho neighbourhood was invited. 
Among these Comniodore Trunnion and Mr 
Ilatcliway were not forgottr n, being the solo 
companions of the bridegroom, with whoiiw 
by this time, they had contracted sort of 
intimacy at their nocturnal rendezvous. 

They had received a previous intimation 
of what was on the anvil from the landlord, 
befbre Mr Pickle thought proper to declare 
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himself ; in ronscquenco of which, the topic 
of the one-eyed commander’s discourse at 
their meeting, for several evenings before, 
had b<^n the folly and plwe of mati^mony, 
on which he held forth with great vehmence 
of abuse, levelled at the fair sex, whom he 
represented as devils incarnate, sent from 
hell to torment mankind; and, in particular, 
in\eighed against old maids, for whom he 
seemed to entertain a singular aversion; 
while his friend Jack confirmed the tmth of 
all his allegations, and gratified his own ma- 
lignant vein at the same time, by clenching 
every sentence with a sly joke«upon the mar- 
ried state, built upon some allusion to a ship 
or seafaring life, lie compared a woman to 
a great gun, loaded with fire, bnmstone, and 
noise, which, being violently heated, will 
bounce and fly, and play the devil, if you don’t 
take special care of her breechings. He said 
she was like a hurricane, that never blows 
from one quarter, but veers about to all points 
of the compass : he likened her to a painted 
galley curiously rigged, with leak in her hold, 
which her husband would never be able to 
stop. lie observed that her inclinations 
were like the bay of Biscay; for why be- 
cause you may heave your deep sea lead 
tong enough without ever reaching the bot- 
tom : that no who comes to anchor on a wife, 
may find himself moored in damned foul 
ground, and, after all, can’t fCr his blood slip 
his cable: and that, for his own part, thof he 
might make short trips for pastim^, he would 
never embark in woman on thq voyage of 
life, because he was afraid of foundering in 
the first foul weather. 

In all probability, these insinuations made 
some impression on the myid of Mr Pickle, 
who was not very much inclined to run great 
nsks of any kind ; but the injunctions and 
importunities of hm sister, who was bent upon 
the match, overbalanced the opinion of bis 
sea friends, who finding him determined to 
marry, notwithstanding all the hints of cau- 
tion they had thpwn out, resolved to accept 
his invitation, and honoui^his nuptials with 
their presence accordingly. 


CHAPTER IV. 

The behaviour of Mre Grizzle at the wed- 
dings w^th dn account of the guests. 

I iioiifi '.t will be thought uncharitable, 
f I advance, by way of conje^re, that Mrs 
Grkzle, on this grand occasion, summoned 
\ whole exertion, to play oflT the artillery 
of her charms upon the single gentlemen 
ho were invited to the entertainment: sure 
am, she displayed to the best advantage all 
the engaging qualities she possessed: her 
afiabUity at dinner was altogether uncom- 
mon ; her attention to the guests was super- 
fluously hospitable; her tongue was sheathed 


with a most agreeable and infantine lisp ; her 
address was perfectly obliging ; and though, 
conscious of the extraormnary capacity of 
her mouth, she would not venture to hazard 
a laugh, she modelled her hps into an en- 
chanting simper, which played upon her 
countenance ml day long; nay, she even pro- 
fited by that defect in her vision we have al- 
ready observed, and securely contemplated 
those features which were most to her hking, 
while the rest of the company believed her 
regards were disposed in a quite contrary 
direction. With what humility of complais- 
ance did she receive the compliments of 
those who could not help praising the ele- 
gance of the banquet ! and how piously did 
she seize that opportunity of commemorating 
the hpnours of her sire, by observing, that it 
was no merit in her to understand something 
of entertainments, as she had occasion to 
reside at so many during the mayoralty of 
er papa ! Far from discovering the feast 
symptom of pride and e.xultation when the 
opulence of her family became the subject nf 
cohversation, she assumed a severity of coun- 
tenance ; and, after having moralized on the 
vanity of riches, declared, that those who 
looked upon her as a fortune were very much 
mistaken ; for her father had left her no more 
than poor five thousand pounds, which, with 
what little shf had saved of the mterebt since 
his deatli, was all she bad to depend upon ; 
indeed, if she had placed her chief felicity in 
wealth, she should not have been so forward 
in destroying licr own expectations, by ad- 
vising and pioraoting the event at which 
they were now so happily asvembied; but 
she hoped she should always have virtue 
enough to postpone any intcrchted consider- 
ation, when it should happen to clash with 
the happiness of her friends. Finally, such 
was^her modesty and self-denial, that she 
industriously informed those whom it might 
concern, that she was no less than three 
years older than the bride, though, had sho 
added ten to the reckoning, she would liavc 
committed no mistake in point of computa- 
tion. ^ 

To contribute as much os lay in her power 
to the satisfaction of all present, she, in the 
afternoon, regaled them with a tune on tlie 
harpsichord, accom(yniod with her voice, 
which, though not the most melodious in the 
world, I dare say would have been equally 
at their service, could she have vied with 
Philomel in song; and as thp lost effort of 
her complaisance, when dancing Was pro- 
posed, she woe prevailed upon, at the re- 
quest of her new sister, to open the ball in 
j^rson. 

In a word, Mrs Grizzle was the principal 
figure in this festival, and almost eclipsed 
the bride, who, far from seeming to dispute 
the pre-eminence, very wisely allowed her to 
make the best of her talents ; contenting her- 
self with the lot to which fortune had al- 
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ready called her, and which she imagined 
would not be the less desirable, if her sister- 
in-law were detached from the family. 

1 believe I ne^ scarce advertise the reader, 
that, during this whole entertainment, the 
commodore and his lieutenant were <]Qite 
out of their element : and this, indeed, was 
the case with the bridegroom himself, who, 
being utterly unacquainted witli any sort 
of polite commerce, found himself under a 
very disagreeable restraint during the whole 
scene. 

Trunnion, who had scarce ever been on 
shore till he was paid off, and never once in 
his whole life ift the company of any females 
above the rank of those who herd upon the 
Point at Portsmouth, was more embanassed 
about his behaviour than if he had been sur- 
rounded at sea by the whole French navy. 
He had never pronounced the word madam 
since he was born ; so that, far fhim entering 
into any conversation with the ladies, he 
would not even return the compliment, or 
give the least nod of civility, when they 
drank to his health ; and, 1 verily believe, 
would rather have sufiered suffocation than 
allowed the sifnplc phrase yout servant to 
proceed from his mouth. He was altogether 
as indexible with respect to the attitudes of 
his body ; for, either through obstinacy or 
bashfulness, he sat upright without motion, 
insomuch that he provoked the mirth of a 
certain wag, who, addressing himself to the 
lieutenant, asked whether that was the com<^ 
modore himself, or the wooden lion that used 
to stand at his gate ? An image to which, it 
must be owned, Trunnion’s person bore no 
faint resemblance. 

Mr Hatchway, who was not quite so un- 
polished as the commodore, and ha^ certain 
notions that seemed to approach the ideas 
of common life, made a less uncouth appe^- 
ance ; but then he was a wit, and though of 
a very peculiar genius, partook larg^y of 
that disposition which is common tq all wits, 
who never enjoy themselves except when 
their talents meet with those marks of dis- 
tinction and veneratioi^ which, in their own 
opinion, they deserve. 

These circumstances being premised, it is 
not to be wondered at if this triumvirate made 
no objections to the prowsol, when some of 
the grave personages of the company made 
a motion for adjourning into another apart- 
ment, where they might enjOy their pipes 
and bottles, while the young folks indul^ 
themselves in the continuance of their own 
favourite diversion. Thus rescued, as it 
were, from a state of annihilation, the first 
use the two lads of the castle made of their 
existence was to ply tlie bridegroom so hard 
with bumpers, that, in less than an hour, he 
made divers effort to sing, and soon after 
was carried to bed. deprived of all manner of 
sensation, to the utter disappointment of the 
bridemen and maids, who, by this acciden,t, 


were prevented from throwing the stocking, 
and performing certain other ceremonies 
practised on such occasions. As for the 
bride, she bore this misfortune with great 
good humour ; and, indeed, on all occasions, 
oehavdd like a disci^eet woman perfectly well 
acquainted with the ilhture of her own situa- 
tion. 


CHAPTER V. 

Mrs Pickle assumes the reins of govern- 
ment in her own family. — Her sister-in- 
law undertakes an enterprise of great 
moment— -hnt is for sotne time diverted 
from her jmrpose by a very interesting 
consideration. 

Whatever deference, not to say submission, 
she had paid to Mrs Grizzle before she was 
80 nearly allied to her family, she no sooner 
became Mrs Pickle than she thought it in- 
cumbent upon her to act up tp tlic dignity 
of the character ; and the very day after the 
marriage ventured to dispute with her sister- 
in-law on the subject of her own pedigree, 
which she affirmed to bo more honourable in 
all respects than that of her husband ; observ- 
ing, that several younger brothers of her 
house had arrived at the station of lord mayor 
of liondon, which was the highest pitch of 
greatness that any of Mr Picluc’s pr^ecess- 
ors had ever«attained. 

This presumption was like a thunderbolt 
to Mrs Grizzle, who began to perceive that 
she had not succeeded quite so well as she 
imagined, in selecting for her brother a gen- 
tle and obedient yoke-fellow, who would al- 
ways treat her with that profound respect 
which she thought due to her superior genius, 
and be entirely regulated by her advice and 
direction; however, she still continued to 
manage the reins of government in the house, 
reprehending the servants as Usual ; an office 
she performed with great capacity, and in 
which she seemed to take singular delight, 
until Mrs Pickle, on pretence of consulting 
her ease, told her one day she would take 
that trouble upon herself, and for the future 
assume the management of her own family. 
Nothing could be more mortifying to Mrs 
Grizzle than such a declaration, to which, 
after a considerable pause, and strange dis- 
tortion of look, she replied, — “ I shall never 
refiise or repine at any trouble that may con- 
duce to my brother’s advantage.” “ Dear 
madam,” answered the sister, ** I am infin- 
itely obliged to your kind concern for Mr 
Pickle’s interest, which I consider as my^ 
own, but I cannot bear to see you a sufferer^ 
by your friendship ; and, therefore, insist up,, 
on exempting you from the fatigue you have 
borne so long.” 

In vain did the other protest that sher$nok 
pleasure in the task ; Mrs Pickle ascribed the 
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assurance to her excess of complaisance* and 
expressed such tenderness of zeal tor hor 
dear sister’s health and tranquillity, that tljc 
reluctant maiden found herself obliged to re* 
sign her authority, without enjoying the least 
pretext for complaining of her being de- 
posed. • 

This disgrace was attended by a fit of 
peevish devotion that lasted tliree or four 
weeks ; during which period she had the ad- 
ditional chagrin of seeing the young lady gain 
an ascendancy over the mind of her brotner, 
who was persuaded to set up a gay equipage, 
and improve his housekeeping, by an aug- 
mentation in his expense to the amount of a 
thousand a-year at least; though this altera- 
tion in the economy of his household efibeted 
no change m his own disposition, or manner 
of life; for as soon as the painful ceremony 
of receiving and returning visits was perform- 
ed, ho had recourse again to the company of 
his sea friends, with wlioni he spent the best 
part of his time. But if he was satisfied with 
his condition, the case was otherwise with 
Airs Grizzle, who, finding her importance in 
the family greatly diminished, her attractions 
neglected by all the male sex in the neigh- 
bourhood, and the withering hand of time 
hang threatening over her head, began to 
feel the horror of eternal virginity, and, in a 
sort of desperation, resolved at any rate to 
rescue herself from that uncomfortable situ- 
ation. Thus determined, she formed a plan, 
the execution of which, to a spirit less enter- 
prising and sufficient than hers, would have 
appeared altogether impracticable ; this was 
no other than to make % conquest of the com- 
modore’s heart, which the reader will easily 
believe was not very susceptible of tender 
impressions; but, on the contrary, fortified 
with insensibility and prejudice a^inst the 
charms of the whole sex, and particularly 
prepossessed to the prejudice of that class 
distinguished by the appellation of old maids, 
in which Mrs Grizzle was by this time un- 
happily ranked. She hevortheless took the 
field, and, having invested this seemingly im- 
pregnable fortress, began to break ground one 
day, when Trunnion dined at her brother’s, 
by springing certain ensnaring commenda- 
tions on the honesty and sincerity of seafar- 
ing people, paying a particular attention to 
his plate, and affecting a simper of approba- 
tion at every thing he said, which by any 
r ahs she could construe into a joke, or with 
modesty he ^u^posed to hear ; nay, even when 
he left decency on the left hand, which was 
<^en the case, she ventured to reprimand his 
tVee'lom of speech with a gracious grin, say- 
ing, ** sure you gentlemen belonging to the 
sea have such an odd way with you.” But 
all this complacency was so ineffectual, that, 
fir from suspecting the true cause of it, the 
commodore, that very evenii^, at the club, 
in presence of her brother, wi3i whom by this 
time ho could ta’:e any manner of freedom. 


did not scruple to damn her for a squinting, 
block-feced, chattering piss-kitchen ; and im- 
mediately afterwards drank despair to all old 
maids. The toast Mr Pickle pledged without 
the least hesitation, and next day intimated 
it to his sister, who bore the indignity witli 
surprising resignation, and did not therefore 
desist from her scheme, unpromising as it 
seemed to be, until her attention was callcii 
off, and engaged in another care, which, for 
some time, interrupted the progress of this 
design. Her sister had not been married 
many months, when she exhibited evident 
symptoms of pregnancy, to the general satis- 
faction of all concenied, and*tho inexpressi- 
ble joy of Mrs Grizzle, who, •us we liave 
already hinted, was more interested in the 
preservation of the fiimily name than in any 
other consideration whatever. She therefore 
no sooner discovered appearances to justify 
and confirm her hopes, than, postponing her 
own purpose, and laying aside that pique and 
resentment she had conceived from the beha- 
viour of Mrs Pickle, when she superseded 
Her authority, or perhaps considering her in 
no other light than that of the vehicle which 
contained and was destined to convey her 
brother’s heir to light, she determined to ex- 
ert her uttermost in nursing, tending, and 
cherishing her, during the term of hor im- 
portant charge. With this view, she pur 
chased Culpepper’s Midwifery, which, witk 
that sagacious performance dignified with 
Aristotle’s name, she studied with indefati> 
gable caie, and diligently perused the Com 
pJete Housewife, together with Quincy’s 
Dispensato/y, culling every jelly, marma- 
lade, and conserve, which these authors re- 
commend as either salutary or toothsome, 
for the benefit and comfort of her sister-in- 
law, during her gestation. She restricted 
her from eating roots, pot-herbs, fruit, and 
alf sorte of vegetables ; and one day when . 
Mrs Tickle h^ plucked a peach with her 
own han(l, and was in the very act of putting 
it between her teeth, Mrs Grizzle perceived 
the rash attempt, and running up to her, fell 
uj>on her knees in the^garden, entreating her, 
with tears in her eyes, to resist such a per- 
nicious appetite. Her request was no sooner 
complied with, than, recollecting that if her 
sister’s longing wa| baulked, the child might 
be affected with some disagreeable mark, or 
deplorable disease, she begged as earnestly, 
that she would swallow the fruit; and in the 
mean time ran for some cordial water of her 
own composing, which she forced upon her 
sister^ as an antidote to the poison she had 
received. 

This excessive zeal and tenderness did not 
fail to be very troublesome to Mrs Pickle, 
who, having resolved divers plans for the re- 
covery of her own ease, at length determined 
to en^ge Mrs Grizzle in sudi employment 
as would interrupt that close attendance 
which she found so teasing and disagreeable. 
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Neither did she ivait long for an opportunity 
of putting her resolution in practice. T^e 
very next day, a gentleman happening to 
dine with Mr Pickle, unfortunately mention- 
ed a pine-apple, part of which he had eaten 
a week before at the house of a nobleman, 
who lived in another part of the country, at 
the distance of a hundred miles at least. 

Tile name of this fatal fruit was no sooner 
pronounced, than Mrs Grizzle, who inces- 
santly watched her sister’s looks, took the 
alarm, because she thought they gave certain 
indications of curiosity and desire; and, af- 
ter having observed that she herself could 
never eat pine-apples, which were altogether 
unnatural productions, extorted by the force 
of ai'tilicial fire out of filthy manure, asked, 
with a faltering voice, if Mrs Pickle was not 
of her way of thinking? This young lady, 
who wanted neither slyness nor penetration, 
at once divined her meaning, and replied, 
with seeming unconcern, that, for her own 
part, she should never repine if there was 
not a pine-apple in the universe, provided 
she could indulge herself with the fruits of 
iier own country. , 

This answer was calculated for the benefit 
of the stranger, who would certainly have 
suffered for liis imprudence by the resent- 
ment of Mrs Grizzle, had her sister expressed 
the least relish for the fruit in ciuestion. It 
had the desired effect, and re-established the 
peace of the company, which was not a little 
endangered by the gentleman’s want of con- 
sideration. Next morning, however, after 
breakfast, the pregnant lady, in pursuance 
of her plan, yawned, as it were by accident, 
full in the face of her maiden sister, who, bo- 
ino; infinitely disturbed by this convulsion, 
affirmed it was a symptom of longing, and 
insisted upon knowing tlie object in desire ; 
when Mrs Pickle, assuming an affected smile, 
told her she had eaten a most delicious pine- 
apple in her sleep. This declaration was at- 
tended witli an immediate scream, uttered by 
Mrs Grizzle, who instantly perceiving her 
sister surprised at the exclamation, clasped 
her in her arras, ani^ assured her, with a sort 
of hysterical laugh, that she could not help 
screaming with joy, because she hod it in 
her power to griitiVy her dear sister’s wish ; 
a lady in the neiglibouidiood having promised 
to send her, in a pres^ent, a couple of deli-P 
cate pine-apples, which she would that very 
day go in quest of. 

Mrs Pickle would by no means consent to 
this proposal, on pretence of sparing the 
other unnecessary fatigue; and assured her, 
that if she had any desire to eat a pine-apple, 
it was so faint that the disappointment cohld 
produce no bad consequence. But this assu- 
ranee was conveyed in a manner (which she 
‘knew veiy well how to adopt) that, instead 
of dissuading, rather stimulated Mrs Grizzle 
to set out immediately, not on a visit to tiiat 
lady, whose promise she herself had feigned, 


with a view of consulting her sister’s tran- 
quillity, but on a random search through the 
whole county, for this unlucky fruit, which 
was like to produce so much vexation and 
pr^udice to her and her father’s house. 

During three whole days and nights did 
she, attended by a saiet, ride from place to 
place without success, unmindful of her 
health, and careless of her reputation, that 
began to suffer from the nature of her inqui- 
ry, which was pursued with such peculiar 
eagerness and distraction, that every body 
with whom she conversed looked upon her 
as an unhappy person, whose intellects were 
not a little disordered. 

Baffled in all her researches within the 
county, she at lengtii resolved to visit that 
very nobleman, at whose house the officious 
stranger had been (for her) so unfortunately 
regaled, and actually arrived in a post-chaise 
at the place of his habitation, where she in- 
troduced her business as an affair on which 
the happiness of a whole family depended. 
By virtue of a present to liis lordship’s gar- 
dener, she procured the Hesperian fruit, with 
which she returned in triumph. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Mrs Grizzle is indefaligahle in gratifying 
her sister*s longing. — Peregrine is horn^ 
and managed contrary to the directions 
and re-g^onstrances of his aunt, who is 
disgusted upon that account, and resumes 
the plan which she had before rejected. 

The success of •this device would have en- 
courage J Mrs Wckle to practise more of the 
same sort upon her sister-in-law, had she not 
been deterred by a violent fever which seized 
her zealous ally, in consequence of tlie fa- 
tigue and uneasiness she liad undergone; 
which, while it lasted, as effectually conduced 
to her repose ns any other stratagem she 
could invent. But Afrs Grizzle’s health was 
no sooner restored, than the other, being as 
much incommoded as ever, was obliged, in 
her own defence, to have recourse to some 
other contrivance ; and managed her artifices 
in such a manner as leaves it at this day a 
doubt whether she was really so whimsical 
and capricious in her appetites as she herself 
pretended to be; tor her longings were not 
restricted to the demands of the palate and 
stomach, but also affected all the other or- 
gans of sense, and even invaded her imagi- 
nation, which at this period seemed to be 
strangely diseased* 

One time she longed to pinch her hus- 
band’s ear; and it was with infinite difficulty 
that her sister could prevail upon him to un- 
dergo the operation. Yet this task was easy, 
in comparison with another she undertook 
I for the gratification of Mrs Pickle’s unoc- 
I countable desire; which was no otfeer than 
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to persuade the commodore to submit his 
chin to the mercy of the big>bellied lady, 
who ardently wished for an opportimity of 
plucking three black hairs from his beard. 
When this proposal was first communicated 
to Mr Trunnion by the hUsband, his answer 
was nothing but a dreadful effusion of oaths, 
accompanied with such a stare, and delivered 
ill such a tone of voice, as terrified the poor 
beseeclicr into immediate silence; so that 
Mrs Grizzle was fain to take the whole en- 
terprise upon herself, and next day went to 
the garrison accordingly, where, having ob- 
tained entrance by means of the lieutenant, 
while his comrade was asleep, ordered 
her to be admitted for the joke’s sake, she 
waited patiently till he turned out, and then 
accosted him in the yard, where he used to 
perform his morning walk. He was thunder- 
struck at the appearance of a woman in a 
place which he had hitherto kept sacred from 
the whole sex, and immediately began to ut- 
ter an apostrophe to Torn Pipes, wJiose turn 
It was then to watcli ; when Mrs Grizzle, 
falling on her knees before him, conjured 
him, with many pathetic supplications, to 
hear and grant her request ; which was no 
sooner signilied, than he bellowed in such an 
outrageous manner that the whole court re- 
echoed the opprobrious term bitch, and the 
word damnation, which he repeated with 
surprising volubility, without any sort of pro- 
priety or connexion ; and retreated into his 
jienctralia, leaving the baffled devotee in the 
humble posture she liad so unsuccessfully 
chosen to melt his obdurate heart. 

Mortifying as this repujse must have been 
to a lady of her stately ditq)osition, she did 
not relinquish her aim, but# endeavoured to 
interest the commodore’s counsellors and ad- 
herents in her cause. With this view she 
solicited the interest of Mr Hatchway, who, 
being highly pleased with a circumstance so 
productive of mirth and diversion*, readily 
entered into her measures, and promised to 
employ his whole influence for her satisfac- 
tion : and as for the boatswain’s mate, he 
vv:i» rendered propitious by the present of a | 
guinea, vhich she slipped into his hand. In 
short, Mrs Grizzle was continually engaged 
<n this negotiation for the space of ten days, 
daring which the commodore was so incess- 
antly pestered with her remonstrances, and 
the H(h^nitions of his associates, that he 
K\\ 0 his people had a design upon his life, 

, which becoming a burden to him, he at lost 
complied, and was conducted to the scene 
like a victim to the altar, or rather like a 
zeiuctant beat, when he is led to the stake 
amidst the sfabuts and cries of butchers and 
their, . After all, this victory was not 
quite so od^sive as the conquerors imagin- 
ed ; for bein^ set, and the per- 

former ptepafled with a pair of pincers, a small 
diflicul^ occuried: she could not for some 
time discern one black hair on the whole su- 


perfleies of Mr Trunnion’s face ; when Mrs 
Grizzle, very much alarmed and disconcert- 
ed, had recourse to a magnifying glass that 
stood upon her toilet ; and, after a most ac- 
curate examination, ^covered a fibre of a 
dusky hue, to which the instrument being 
I applied. Mrs Pickle pulled it up by the root, 
to the no small discomposure of the owner, 
who feeling the smart much more severe 
than he bad expected, started up, and swore 
he would not part with another hair to save 
diem all from damnation. 

Mr Hatchway exhorted him to patience 
and resignation ; Mrs Grizzle repeated her 
entreaties with mat humility ; but finding 
him deaf to all her prayors, and* absolutely 
bent upon leaving the house, she clasped 
his knees, and begged, for the love of God, 
that he would have compassion upon a dis- 
tressed family, and endure a little more for 
the sake of the poor infant, who would 
otherwise be born w'ith a grey beard upon 
its chin. Far from being melted, he was 
rather exasperated by this reflection; to 
which he replied with great indignation, 

D — n you for a yaw-sighted bitch ! he’ll 
be hanged long enough before he has any 
beard at all so saying, he disengaged him- 
self from her embraces, flung out at the door, 
and halted homewards witli such surprising 
speed, that the lieutenant could not over- 
take him until he had arrived at his own 
gate ; and Mrs Grizzle was so much affect- 
ed with his escape, that her sister, in pure 
compassioi), desired she would not afflict 
herself, protesting that her own wish was 
already gratified, for she had plucked three 
i hairs at once, having from the beginning 
j been dubious of the commodore’s patience. 

I But the labours of this assiduous kinswoman 
j did not end with the achievement of this ad- 
venture ; her eloquence or industry was em- 
ployed without ceasing, in the performance 
of other^ tasks imposed by the ingenious craft 
of her sistcr-in-law, who, at another time, 
conceived an insupprcssible affection for a fri- 
cassee of frogs, which should be the genuine 
natives of France ; so that there was the ne- 
cessity of despatching a messenger on pur- 
pose to that kingdom ; but, as she could nut 
uepend upon tho integrity of any common 
servant, Mrs Grizzlf undertook that pro- 
vince, and actually set sail in a cutter for 
Boulogne, from whence she returned in 
eight-and-forty'houre with a tub-full of those 
live animals, which, being dressed according 
to art, her sister wpuld not taste them, on 
pretence that her fit of longing was bast; 
but then her inclinations took a different 
turn, and fixed themselves upon n curious 
implement belonging to a lady of quality in, 
the neighbourhood^ , which was reported to. 
be a very great curiosity ; this was no other 
than a poredain chamber-pot of admirable 
workmanship, contrived by the honourable 
ownpr, who kojjt it for her own private use, 



41 


ADVENTURES OP PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


and cherished it as an utensil of incslimahlc 
value. 

Mrs Grizzle shuddered at the first hint she 
received of her sister’s desire t# possess this 
piece of furniture, because she knew it was 
not to be purchased ; and the lady’s charac- 
ter, which was none of the most amiable in 
point of humanity and condescension, for- 
bade all hopes of borrowing it for a season ; 
she therefore attempted to reason dov/n this 
capricious appetite, as an extravagance of 
imagination which ou^it to be combated and 
repressed ; and Mrs Pickle, to all appear- 
ance, was convinced and satisfied by her ar- 
guments apd^dvice ^ but, nevertheless, could 
make use of no other convenience, and was 
tlireatencd with a very dangerous suppress- 
ion. Roused at the peril in which she sup- 
posed her to be, Mrs Grizzle flew to the I 
lady’s house, and, having obtained a private 
audience, disclosed the melancholy situation 
of her sister, and implored the benevolence 
of lier ladyship ; who, contrary to expecta- 
tion, received her very graciously, and con- 
sented to indulge Mrs Pickle’s longing. Mr 
Pickle began to be out of humour at the ex- 
pense to which he was exposed by the ca-. 
price of his wife, who was herself alarmed 
at this last incident, and, for the future, kept 
her fancy within bounds; insomuch, that, 
without being subject to any more extraordi- 
nary trouble, Mrs Grizzle reaped the long- 
wisliod-for fiiits of her dearest expectation 
in the birth of a fine boy, whom her sister 
in a few months brought into the world. 

I shall omit the desor ;)tion of the re- j 
joicings, which were i'/liiiite, on this im-| 
portant occasion, and only observe, that Mrs j 
Pickle’s mother and aunt stood godmothers, 
and the commodore assisted at the ceremony 
as godfather to the child, who was christen- 
ed by the name of Peregrine, in complitnont 
to the memory of a deceased uncle.* While 
the mother was confined to her bed, and in- 
capable of maintaining her own authority, 
Mrs Grizzle took charge of the infant by a 
double claim ; and superintended with siir- 
prising vigilance the nurse and midwife 
in . all the particulars of their respective 
offices, which were performed by her ex- 
press direction. But no sooner was Mrs 
Pickle in a condition rcassunie the ma- 
nagement of her own affairs, than she thought 
proper to . alter certain regulations concern-, 
ing the child, which had obtained in conse- 
quence of her sister’s orders; directing, 
among other innovations, that the bandages 
with which the infant had been so neatly 
rolled up, like an Egyptian mummy; should 
be loosened and laid aside, in order to rid 
nature of all restraint, and give the blood 
free scope to. circulate ; and with her own 
hands she plunged him headlong every morn-^ 
ing into a tub-full of cold water. This opera- 
tion seemed so barbarous to the tender- 
hearted Mrs Grizzle, that , slie not only 
■ ' F ^ 


opposed it with all her eloquence, shedding 
abundance of tears over the sacrifice when 
it was made, but took horse immediately, 
and departed for tlic habitation of an eminent 
country physician, whom she consulted in 
these words : “ Prav, doctor, is it not both 
dangerous and cruel to be the means of lett- 
ing a poor tender infant perish, by sousing it 
m water as cold as ice I” “ Yes,” replied 
the doctor, “ downright murder, I affirm.” 
“ I see you are a person of great learning 
and sagacity,” said tlie other ; ** and I must 
be^ you will be so good as to signify your 
opinion in your own handwriting.” The 
doctor immediately complied with her re- 
quest, and expressed himself upon a slip of 
paper to this purpose : 

“ These are to certify whom it may con- 
cemt that I firmly believe, and it is my un- 
alterable opinion, that whomsoever letteth 
an infant perish, by sousing it in cold wa- 
fer, even though the said water should not 
be so cold as ice, is in effect guilty of the 
murder of the said infant-— -as witness my 
hand, “Comfit CotvcYNTn.” 

Having obtained this certificate, for which 
the physician was immediately acknowledg- 
ed, she returned, exulting, and hoping, with 
such authority, to overthrow all opposition. 
Accordingly, next morning, when her ne- 
phew was about to undergo his diurnal bap- 
tism, she produced the commission, whereby 
she conceived herself empowered to over- 
rule such fiihuman proceedings. But she was 
disappointed in her * expectation, confident 
as it was; not that Mrs Pickle pretended 
to differ in oppiion from Dr Colycynth, 
“ for whose character and sentiments,” said 
she, “ 1 have such veneration, that 1 shall 
carefully observe the caution implied in this 
very certificate, by which, far from condemn- 
ing my method of practice, he only asserts 
that killing is murder ; an asseveration, the 
truth of which, it is to be hoped, I shall never 
dispute.” 

Mrs Grizzle, who, sooth to say, hud ra- 
ther too superficially considered the clause 
by which she thought herself authorised, pe- 
rused the paper with more accuracy, and was 
confounded at her own want of' penetration. 
Yet, though she was confuted, she was by 
no means convinced that her objections to 
the cold bath were unreasonable ; on the 
contrary, after having bestowed sundry op- 
probrious epithets on the physician, for his 
want of knowledge and candour, she pro- 
tested, in the most earnest and solemn man- 
ner, against the pernicious practice of dipp- 
ing the child : a piece of cruelty which, with 
God’s assistance, she should never siificr to 
be inflicted on lier own issue : and washing 
her liands of the melancholy consequence 
that would certainly ensue, shut herself up 
in her closet, to indulge her sorrow and vex- 
ation. She was deceived, 1 owever, jh her 
prognostic : the boy, instead of declining in 
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point of health, seemed to acquire fresh vi- 
gour from every plunge, ns if he had been 
resolved to discredit the wisdom and fore- 
sight of his aunt, who, in all probability, 
could never forgive him for this want of re- 
verence and respect. This conjecture is 
founded upon her beha^'iour to him in the 
sequel of his infancy, during which she was 
known to torture him more than once, when 
she had opportunities of thrusting pins into 
his flesh without any danger of being de- 
tected. In a word, her affections were in a 
littJe time altogether alienated from this 
i'.ope of her family, whom she abandoned 
to the conduct of Jiis mother, whose pro- 
vince it undoubtedly was to manage the nur- 
ture of liev own child; while she herself re- 
sumed her operations upon the commodore, 
whom she was re.solved at any rate to capti- 
vate and enslave. And it must be owned, 
that Mrs Grizzle’s knowledge of the human 
heart never shone so conspicuous, as in the 
methods she pursued for the accomplishment 
of this important aim. 

Til rough the rough unpolished husk that 
cased the soul of Trunnion, she could easily 
distinguish a large share of that vanity and 
sclt-conceit that generally predominate even 
in tlie most savage breast ; and to this slie 
constantly appealed. In his presence, she 
always exclaimed against the craft and dis- 
honest dissimulation of the world, and never 
failed of uttering particular invectives against 
those arts of chicanery in which t^ie lawyers 
are so conversant, to the prejudice and ruin 
of their fellow creatures ; observing, that, in 
a seafaring life, so far as she had opportuni- 
ties of judging or being informed, there was 
nothing but friendship, sincerity, and a hea^ 
contempt for everv thing that was mean or 
selfish. . o . 

This kind of conversation, with the assist- 
ance of certain particular civilities, insensi- 
bly made an impression on tlie mind of the 
commodore, and that the more effectually, as 
his former prepossessions were built upon 
very slender foundations; his antipathy to 
Old maids, which he liad conceived upon hear- 
say, began gradually to diminish, when he 
found they were not quite such infernal ani- 
mals as tJiey had been represented ; and it 
was not long before he was heard to observe, 
at the club, that Pickle’s sister had not so 
much of the core of bitch ia her as he had 
imu med. This negative compliment, by 
the medium of nor brother, soon reached the 
ears of Mila Grizzle, who, thus encouraged, 
redoubled alMier arts and attention ; so that, 
ih less, than three months after, ho in the 
same place ^-distinguished her with the epi- 
thet of a d«itnned sensible jade. 

Hatcliway taking the alarm at this declar- 
ation, whicli he foared foreboded somethino- 
fatal to Ilia interest, told his commander, 
with a sneer, that slie had sense enough to 
•'bring him to under her stern; and he did not 


doubt but that such an old crazy vessel would 
be the better for being taken in tow. “ But 
howsomever,” added this arch adviser, “ I’d 
have you tal^ care of your upper worlw ; for 
if once you are made fast to her poop, egad ! 
she’ll spank it away, and make every beam 
in your body crack with straining.” Our 
shc-projector’s whole plan had like to have 
been ruined by the effect which this malicious 
hint had upon Trunnion, whose rage and 
suspicion being awakened at once, his colour 
changed from tawney to a cadaverous pale, 
and then shifting to a deep and dusky red, 
such as we sometimes observe in the sky 
when it is replete with thundef^ he, after his 
usual preamble of unmeaning oaths, answer* 
ed in these words : “ Damn ye, you jury- 
legged dog, you would give all the stowage 
in your hold to be as sound as 1 am ; and as 
for being taken in tow, d’ve see, I’m not so 
disabled but that I can lie my coui*se, and 
perform my voyage, without any assistance ; 
and, egad ! no man shall ever see Hawser 
Trunnion lagging astern in the wake of e’er 
a b — in Christendom.” 

Mrs Grizzle, who every morning interrogat- 
ed her brother with regard to the subject of his 
over-night’s conversation with his friends, 
soon received the unwelcome news of the 
commodore’s aversion to matrimony; and 
justly irnpiii ing the greatest part of his disgust 
to the satirical insinuations of Mr Hatchway, 
resolved to level this obstruction to her sue* 
cess, and actually found means to interest 
him in her scheme. Slie had, indeed, on 
some occasions, a particular knack at mak- 
ing converts, being probably not imacquaint- 
cd with that graiul system of persuasion 
which is adopted by the greatest personages 
of the age, as fraught with maxims mucli 
more effectual than all the eloquence of Tul- 
ly or Demosthenes, even when supported by 
the dep;onstrations of truth : besides, Mr 
Hatchway’s fidelity to his now ally was con- 
firmed by his foreseeing in his captain’s mar* 
riage an infinite fund of gratification for his 
own cynical disposition. Thus, therefore, 
converted and properly^cautioncd, he for the 
future suppressed all the virulence onds wit 
against the matrimonial state; and, as lie 
knew not how to open his mouth in the pos- 
itive praise of any pel^son whatever, took all 
opportunities of excepting Mrs Grizzle by 
name from the censures he liberally bestow- 
ed upon the rest of her sex. “ She -is not a 
drunkard, like Nan Castick of Deptford (he 
would say) ; not a nmcompoop, like Peg Sim- 
per of Woolwich ; not a brimstone, like Kate 
Coddie of Chatham ; nor a shrew, like Nell 
Griffin on the Point at Portsmouth (l^ics to 
whom, at difforent times, they had both pai«i 
their addresses); but a tight^ good-^humoured, . 
sensible wehch, who knows very well how to 
box her compass ; well trimmed kloft, and 
well sheathed alow, with a good cargo under 
her hatches,” The commodore atmrst ima- 
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gined this commendation was ironical, but 
hearing it repeated again and again, was hllcd 
with astonishment at this surprising change 
in the lieutenant’s behaviour ; and a&r a long 
fit of musing, concluded that Hatchway him- 
self harboured a matrimonial design on the 
person of Mrs Grizzle. 

Pleased with this conjecture, he rallied 
Jack in his turn, and one night toasted her 
health as a compliment to his passion ; a cir- 
cumstance which the lady learned next day 
by the usual canal of her intelligence, and 
interpreting os the result of his own tender- 
ness for her, •she congratulated herself upon 
the victor}b she had obtained ; and thinking 
it unneccMsaty to continue the reserve she 
had hitherto industriously affected, resolved 
from that day to sweeten her behaviour to- 
wards him with such a dish of affection as 
could not fail to persuade him that. he had in- 
spired her with a reciprocal flame. In con- 
sequence of this determination, he was in- 
vited to dinner, and, while he stayed, treat- 
ed with such cloying proofs of her regard, 
that not only the rest of the company, but 
even Trunnion himself, perceived her drift; 
and taking the alarm accordingly, could not 
help exclaiming, — ‘‘ Oho, 1 See how the land 
lies, and if I don‘t weather the point I’ll be 
damned,” Having thus expressed himself to 
his afflicted inamorata, he made the best of his 
way to the garrison, in which he shut himself 
up for the space of ten days, and had no 
communication with his friends and domes- 
tics but by looks, which were most signifi- 
cantly picturesque. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Divers stratagems are invented and put in 
practice^ in order to overcome the dhsti- 
nacy .of Trunnion, who at length is teas^ 
ed and tortured into the noose of wedlock, 

TOis abrupt departure and unkind declara- 
tion affected Mrs G|izzle so much, that she 
fell sick of sorrow and mortification; and, 
after having confined herself to her bed for 
thre^ days, sent for her brother, told him she 
perceived her end draying near, and desired 
that a lawyer might be brought, in order to 
write her last will! Mr Pickle, surprised at 
her demand, began to act the part of a com- 
forter, assuring her that her distemper was 
not at all dangerous; and that he would in- 
stantly dend fbr a physician, who would con- 
vince W that she was in no manner of jeop- 
ardy ; so that there was no occasion dt pres- 
ent to employ an officious attorney in such a 
melancholy task* Indeed, this affiectionate 
brother was of opinions that a will was alto- 
gether superfluous at any rate, as he himself 
was hbir-at-law Jbo his sister’s whole real and 
personal estate. But she insisted upon his 
compliance with such determined obstihapy^ 


that he could no longer resist her importuni- 
ties; and a scrivener arriving, she dictated 
and executed her will, in which she bequeath- 
ed to Commodore Trunnion one thousand 
pounds to purchase a mourning ring, whicli 
she hoped he woii1<kwear as a pledge of her 
friendship and affection. Her brother, though 
he did not much relish this testimony of her 
love, nevertheless that same evening gave an 
account of this particular to Mr Hatchway, 
who was also, as Mr Pickle assured him, 
generously remembered by the testatrix. 

The lieutenant, fraught with this piece of 
intelligence, watched for an opportunity ; and 
as soon as he perceive d the commodore’s 
features a little unbended from that ferocious 
contraction they had retained so long, ven- 
tured to inform him that Pickle’s sister lay 
at the, point of death, and that she had left 
liim a thousand pounds in her will. This 
piece of news overwhelmed him with confu- 
sion ; and Mr Hatchway, imputing his silence 
to remorse, resolved to take advantage of 
that favourable moment, and counselled him 
to go and visit the poor young woman, who 
was dying for love of him. But his admoni- 
tion happened to be somewhat unseasonable ; 
for Trunnion no sooner heard him mention 
the cause of her disorder, than hia morositv 
recurring, he burst out into a violent flt of 
cursing, and forthwith betook himself again 
to his hammock, where he lay uttering, m a 
low grow^jng tone of voice, a repetition of 
oaths and imprccatiops, for the space of four- 
and-twenty hours without ceasing. Tins 
was a delicious meal to the lieutenant, who, 
to enhance the plc^asure of the enter- 
tainment, and qt the same time conduce to 
the success of the cause lie had espoused, in-* 
vented a stratagem, the execution of which 
had all the effect he could desire. lie pre- 
vailed upon Pipes, who was devoted to his 
service, to get upon the top of the chimney 
belonging to the commodore’s chamber, at 
midnight, and to lower down by a rope a 
bunch of stinking whitings ; which being per- 
formed, he put a speaking trumpet to his 
mouth, and hollowed down the t^nt, in a 
voice like thunder, / Trunnion ! Trunnion ! 
turn out and be spliced, or lie still and bo 
damned.’ This dreadful note, the terror of 
which was increased by the silence and dark- 
ness of the night, as well as the echo of the 
passage through which it was conveyed, no 
sooner reached the ears of the astonished 
commodore, than turning his eye towards the 
place from whence this solenm address seem- 
qjcl to proceed,, he beheld a glittering object 
;.that yanished ifl an instant. Just as his su- 
perstitious fear had improved the apparition 
into some supernatural messenger clothed in 
shining array, his opinion was confirmed by 
a sudden explosion, which he took for thun- 
der, though it was no other than the noise 
of a pist<3 iirod down the chimney by the 
boatswain’s mate, according to the instruc ^ 
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tions he had received; and he had time 
enough to descend before lie was in any dan- 
ger (tf being detected by his commander, who 
could not ror a whole hour recollect himself, 
from the amazement and consternation which 
had overpowered his faculties. 

At length, however, lib got up and rung hie 
bell with great agitation, lie repeated the 
summons more than once; but no regard be- 
ing paid to this alarm, his dread returned 
with double terror ; a cold sweat bedewed his 
limbs, his knees knocked together, his hair 
bristled up, and the remains of his teeth were 
shattered to pieces in the convulsive vibra- 
tions of his jaws. 

In the midst of this agony, he made one 
desj^rate effort, and, bursting open the door 
of his apartment, bolted into Hatchway’s 
chamber, which happened to be on tJie same 
floor. There he found the lieutenant in a 
counterfeit swoon, who pretended to wake 
from his trance in an ejaculation of “ Lord 
have mercy upon usl” And being questioned 
by the terrified commodore with regard to 
what had liappened, assured him he had heard 
the same voice and clap of thunder by which 
Trunnion himself had been discomposed. 

Pipes, whose turn it was to watch, con- 
curred in giving evidence to the same pur- 
pose ; and the commodore not only owned 
that he had heard the voice, but likewise 
communicated his vision, with all the aggra- 
vation which his disturbed fancy suggested. 

A consultation immediately ensued, in 
wJiich Mr Hatchway very gravely observed, 
that tlie finger of Clod was plainly perceiva- 
ble in those signals ; and tliat it would be 
botli sinful and foolish to dfsregard his com- 
mands, especially as the inattli proposed was, 
in all respects, more advantageous than any 
that one at his years and infirmities could 
reasonably expect; declaring, that, for his 
own part, he would nut endanger his soul 
and body by living one day longer under the 
same roof with a man who despised the holy 
will of heaven ; and Tom Pipes adhered to 
the same pious resolution. 

Trunnion’s perseverance could not resist 
the number and diversity of considerations 
that ai^saulted it ; be revolved in silence all 
the opposite motives that occurred to his re- 
flection ; and afl»'T having boon, to all ap- 
Ii<iarance, bewildered in the labyrinth of his 
own thoughts, ho wiped the sweat from bis 
for . -i^ad, and. heaving a piteous groan, yield- 
ed to theif reinoustrances in these word.s ; 

Well, siiitpe it must be so, I think we must 
e’en grapple: but, damn my eyes! ’tie a 
ctanm d hqrd case that a fellow of my years 
eboTild be compelled, d’ye see, to beat up to 
windward all the rest of his life, against tlie 
current of his. Qwn inclination. 

This important article bein^ discussed, Mr 
Hatchway set out in the morning to visit the 
despairing shepherdess, and was handsomely 
rewarded for the enlivening tidings with 


which he blessed her car3. Sick as she was, 
she could not help laugliing heartily at the 
contrivance, in consequence of which her 
swain’s assent had been obtained, and gave ' 
the lieutenant ten guineas for Tom Pipes, in 
consideration of the part he had acted in the 
farce. 

In the afternoon the commodore suffered 
himself to be conveyed to her apartment, like 
a felon to execution, and was received by her 
in a languishing manner, and genteel disha- 
bille, accompanied by her sister-in-law, who 
was, for very obvious reasons, extremely so- 
licitous about her success, p Though the 
lieutenant had tutored him, touching his be- 
haviour at this interview, he made* a thousand 
wry faces before ho could pronounce the sim- 
ple salutation of how d’ye? to bis iiiistres.s ; 
and, after his counsellor had urged him with 
twenty or thirty whispers, to each of which 
he Imd replied, “ Damn your eyes, I won’t,” 
he got up, arfd halting towards the couch on 
which Mrs Grizzle reclined in a state of 
strange expectation, he seized her hand, and 
pressed it to his lips ; but this piece of gal- 
lantry he performed in such a reluctant, un- 
couth, indignant manner, that the nymph had 
need of all her resolution to endure the com- 
pliment without shrinking; and he himself 
w as so disr.'ucertcd at .what he had done, 
that he instantly retired to the other end of 
[ the room, where he sat siicnt, bii)il,ing with 
shame and vexation. Mrs Pickle, like a 
sensible tnntron, quitted the place, on pre- 
tence of gojiigtotliemirscry; and Mr Hatch- 
way, taking the hint, rocolfected that he had 
left his tobacco poiioli in the parlour, whither 
he immediately descended, leaving the two 
lovers to their mutual endearments. Never 
had' tlie commodore found himself in such a 
disagreeable dilemma bofl^rc. He sat in an 
agony of suspense, as if he every moment- 
dreaded the dissolution of nature; and the 
imploring sighs of his future bride added if 
possible, to the pangs of his distress. Im- 
patient of his situation, lie rolled his eye 
around in quest of some relief, and, unable to 
contain himself, oxclisiined, Damnation 
seize the follow and his pouch too ! I believe 
he has sheered off, and left me here in the 
stays.” Mrs Grizzle, who could not help 
taking some notice of this manifestation of 
chagrin, lamented her unhappy fate in being 
so diso^eeablc to him, that he could not put 
up with her company for n few moments 
without repining; and began, m very tender 
terms, to reproach him with his inhumanity 
and indifference. To this expostulation he 
replied, — ” Zounds ! wliat would the woman 
have? let the parson do his office when he 
wool ; here I am ready to be reeved in tlie 
matrimonial block, d’ye see, and damn all 
nonsensical palaver. ” So saying, he retreat- 
ed, leaving his mistress not at all disobliged 
at his plain dealing. That same evening the 
treaty of marrij^ was brought upon the car* 
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pet, and, by means of Mr Pickle and the 
lieutenant, settled to the satisfaction of all 
parties, without the intervention of lawyers, 
whom Mr Trunnion expressly excluded ftom 
all share in the business ; making that con- 
dition the indispensable preliminary of the 
whole agreement. Things being brou^t to 
this bearing, Mrs Grizzle’s heart dilated with 
joy : her health, which, by the bye, was nev- 
er dangerously impaired, she recovered as if 
by enchantment ; and a day being fixed for 
the nuptials, employed the short period of 
her celibacy in chusing ornaments for the 
celebration o^ her entrance into the married 
state. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Preparations are made for the commodore's 
weddin^y which is delayed by an accident 
that hurried him the Lord knows whither, 

Thk fame of this extraordinary conjunction 
spread all over the county ; and on the day 
appointed for their spousals, the church was 
surrounded by an inconceivable multitude. 
The commodore, t‘o give a specimen of his 
gallantry, by the advice of his friend Hatch- 
way, resolved to appear on horseback on the 
grand occasion, at the head of all his male 
attendants, whom he had rigged with the 
white siiirls and black caps formerly belong- 
ing to his barge’s crew; and he bought a 
couple of hunters for the accommodation of 
himself and his lieutenant. With this equi- 
page, then, ho set out from the garrison for 
the church after having dispatched a mes- 
, senger to apprise the bride that he and his 
company were mounted. She got immedi- 
ately into the coach, accompanied by her 
brother and his wife, and drove directly to 
the place of assignation, where sevejal pews 
were demolished, and divers persons almost 
pressed to death, by the ea^mess of the 
crowd that broke in to see the ceremony 
performed. Thus arrived at the altar, and 
the priest in attendaifce, they waited a whole 
half hotir for the commodore, at whose slow- 
ness they began to be under some apprehen- 
sion, and accordiiigly dismissed a servant to 
quicken his pace. Tfie valet having rode 
something more thin a mile, espied the whole 
troop disposed in a long field, crossing the 
road obliquely, and headed by the bridegroom 
and his friend Hatchway, who, finding him- 
self hindered by a hedge from proceeding far- 
ther in the same direction, fired a pistol, and 
stood over to the other side, making an ob- 
tuse angle with the line of his former course ; 
and the rest of the squadron followed his ex- 
• ample, keeping always in the rear of each 
other like a flight of wild geese. 

Surprised at tliis strange method of jour- 
neying, the messenger came up, and told the 
commodore that his lady and her coin{)any 


expected him in the church, where they had 
tarried a considerable time, and were begin- 
ning to be very uneasy at his delay; and 
therefore desired he would proceed with more 
expedition. To this mess^ Mr Tninnion 
replied, — “Hark ye^ brother, don’t you see 
we make all possible speed ? go back, and tell 
those who sent you, that the wind has shift- 
ed since we weighed anchor, and that we ai9 
obliged to make very short trips in tacking, 
by reason of the narrowness of the channel ; 
and that as we lie within six points of the 
wind, they must make some allowance for va- 
riation and leeway.” “ Lord, Sir !” said the 
valet, “ what occasion have you to go zig-zag 
in that manner? do but clap spurs to your 
horses, and ride straight forward, and 1*11 en- 
gage you shall be at the church-porch in less 
than a quarter of an hour.” “What ! right 
in the wind’s eye ?” answ'cred the command- 
er: “ahey ! brother, where did you leaVn your 
navigation 1 Hawser Trunnion is not to be 
taught at this time of day bow to lie his 
course, or keep his own reckoning. And as 
for you, brother, you best know the trim of’ 
your own frigate.” The courier finding he 
had to do with people w’ho would not be ea- 
sily persuaded out of their own opinions, re- 
turned to the temple, and made report of 
what he had seen and heard, to the no small 
consolation of the bride, who had begun to 
discover some signs of dlsmiiet. Composed, 
liowever, by this piece of intelligence, she 
exerted hef patience for the space of another 
half Ipur, during which period, seeing no 
bridegroom arrive, she was exceedingly alarm- 
ed; so that all the spectators coma easily 
perceive her perturbation, which manifested 
itself infrequent J^alpitations, heart-heavings. 
and alterations of countenance, in spite of 
the assistance of a smelling-bottle, which sho 
incessantly applied to her nostrils. 

Various were the conjectures of the com- 
pany on this occasion ; some imagined he had 
mistaken the place of rendezvous, as he had 
never been at chqrch since he first settled in 
that parish : others believed he had met with 
some accident, in consequence of which his 
attendants had carried him back to his own 
house ; and a third set, in which the bride 
herself was thought to be comprehended, 
could not help suspecting that the commo- 
dore had changed nis mmd. But all these 
suppositions, ingenious as they were, hap- 
pened to be wide of the true cause that de- 
tained him, which was no other tlian this. — 
The commodore and his crew had by dint of 
turning, almost weathered the parson’s house 
that stood to Windward of the church, wJien 
the notes of a pack of hound® unluckily reach- 
ed the ears of the two hunters which Trun- 
nion and the lieutenant bestrode. These 
fleet animals no sooner heard the enlivening 
sound, than, eager for the cliase, they sprung 
away all of a sudden, and straining every 
nerve to partake of the sport, flew across the 
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fields with incredible speed, overleaped hedges 
and ditches, and every thing in their way, 
without the least regard to tlieir unfortunate 
riders. The lieutenant, whose steed had 
got the heels of the other, finding it would 
be great folly and presignption in him to pre- 
tend to keep the saddle with his wooden leg, 
ery wisely took the opportunity of throwing 
imself otr in his passage through a field of 
rich clover, among which he lay at his ease ; 
and seeing his captain advancing at full gal- 
lop, hailed him with the salutation of ** What 
cheer 1 ho The commodore, who. was in 
infinite distress, eyeing liim askance as he 
passed, replied, with a feltering voice,— ‘‘O 
damn you ! you are safe at an anchor: I wish 
to God I were as fast moored.** Neverthe- 1 
less, conscious of his disabled heel, he would 
not venture to try the experiment which had 
succeeded so well with tiatchway, but re- 
solved to stick as close as possible to his 
horse’s back, until Providence should inter- 
pose in his behalf. With this view he drop- 
ped his whip, and with his right hand laid 
&st hold on the pummel, contracting every 
muscle in his body to secure himself in the 
seat, and grinning most formidably, in con- 
sequence of this exertion. In tins attitude 
he was hurried on a considerable way, when 
all of a sudden his view was comforted by a 
five-bar gate that appeared before him, as he 
never doubted that there the career of his 
hunter must necessarily end. But, alas ! he 
reckoned without his host ; far from halting 
at this obstruction, the horse sprung over it 
with amazing agility, to the utter confusion 
and disorder of his owner, c who lost liis hat 
and periwig in the leap, anjl now began to 
think in good earnest that he ^vas actually 
mounted on the back of the devil. He re- 
xommoiided hhnsclf to God, his reflection | 
forsook him, bis eyesight and all his other 
senses failed, be quittep the reins, and, fast- 
ening by instinct on the mane, was in this 
condition conveyed into the midst of the 
sportsmen, who were astonished at the sight 
of such an apparition. Neither was their 
eurpnsp to be wondered at, if we reflect on 
the figure that presented itself to their view. 
The commodore’s person was at all times an 
object of admiration ; much more so on this 
occasion, whep every singularity was aggra- 
vated by the circumstances of his dress and 
di'- oWTi. 

had pu; on, in honour of his nuptials, 
his best Gpat of bine broad cloth, cut by a tai- 
lor of ^J-nd trimmed with five dozen 

oiTwp as bnttojisit large and sm ; his breeches 
wiai^ of piec^v listened at the knees 

with of tape ; his waistcoat was 

of red lapdled with green velvet, and 
garnished yith vqllum .holes : his boots bore 
an infinite rissetribfance, botlijn colour and 
sWpe, to a leather backets ; his shoul- 

der was. graced '^h a broad buff belt, from 
whence dej^nd^ a huge hanjpr* with a lull 


like that of a back sword ; and on each side 
of his pummel appeared a rusty pistol, ram- 
med in a case covered with a bearskin. The 
loss of his tie* periwig and laced hat, which 
were curiosities of the kind, did not at all 
contribute to the improvement of the picture, 
but, on the contra^, by exhibiting his bald 
pate, and the natural extension of his Ion- 
thorn jaws, added to the peculiarity and ex- 
travagance of the whole. Such a spectacle 
could not have failed of diverting the whole 
company from the chase, had his horse thought 
proper to pursue a different route, but the 
beast was too keen a sporter to choose any 
other way than that whieh the stag followed ; 
and therefore, without stopping to gratify 
the^curiosity of the spectators, he, in a few 
minutes, outstripped every hunter in the field. 
There being a deep hollow way betwixt him 
and the hounds, ratiier than ride round about 
the length of a furlong to a path that crossed 
the lane, he transported himself at one jump, 
to the unspeakable astonishment and terror 
of a wagoner who chanced to be underneath, 
and saw this phenomenon fly over his car- 
riage. This was not the only adventure he 
achieved. The stag having taken a deep 
river that lay in his way, every man directed 
his course to a bridge in the neighbourhood ; 
but our bridegroom’s courser, despising all 
such conveniences, plunged into the stream 
without hesitation, and swjmi in a twinkling 
t6 the opposite shore. This sudden immer- 
sion into an element, of which Trunnion was 
properly a native, in all probability helped to 
recruit the exhausted spirits of his rider, who, 
at his landing on the other side, gave some 
tokens of sensation, by liollowing aloud for 
assistance, which he could not possibly re- 
ceive, because his horse still maintained the 
advantage he had gained, and would not al- 
low Tiimself to be overtaken. 

In short, after a long chase, that lasted 
I several hours, and extended to a dozen miles 
at leaat, ho was the first in at the death of 
the deer, being seconded by the lieutenant’s 
gelding, which, actuated by the same spirit, 
had, without a rider, followed his compan- 
ion^e example. 

Our bridegroom, finding himself at last 
brought up, or, in oth^r words, at the end of 
j his career, took the opportunity of the first 
pause to desire tho huntsmen would lend 
him a hand in dismounting ; and was by their 
condescension safely placed on the grass, 
where he sat staring at the company as they 
I came in, with sueb wildnOss of astonishment 
I in his looks, as if he had been a creature of 
another species, dropt among them from tlie 
clouds. 

Before they had fleshed the hounds, how- 
I ever, he recollected himself, and seeing one 
I of the sportemen take a Small flask but of his 
I pocket and apply it tq his month, judged the 
I cordial to be no other than neat coftiaO, which 
I it really WQsr.anfl expreesinga desire of par- 
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ticipation, was immediately accommodated what a flat counter; do but observe how 
with a modem dose, which perfectly com- sharp this here one is iathe w'ithers; them 
pleted his recovery. he’s fired in the further fetlock.” In short, 

By this time he and his tvro horses had en- this connoisseur in horse flesh, hfivinff dis- 
grossed the attention of the whole crowd : covered in them all Uie defects which can 
while some admired the eleg^t proportion possibly be found in Uiat species of animals, 
and uncommon spirit of the two animals, the offered to give him ten guineas for the two, 
rest contemplated the surprising appearance saying he would convert them into beasts of 
of their master, whom before they had only burden. The owner, who (after what had 
seen m passant ; and at length one of the happened) was very well disposed to listen 
gentlemen accosting him verv courteously, to any thing that was said to, their prejudice, 
signified his wonder at seeing him in such an implicitly believed the truth of the stranger’s 
equipage, and asked him if he had not drop, asseverations, discharged a furious volley of 
ped Jiis companion by the way? “ ViThy, look oaths against the rascal who had taken him 
ye, brother,”, replied the commodore, “may- in, and forthwith struck a bargain with the 
hap you think me an odd Sort of a fellow, squire, who paid him instantly for his pur- 
seeing me in this trim, especially as 1 have chase ; in consequence of which he won the 
lost part of my rigging; but this here is the plate at the next Canterbury races, 
case, d’ye see : I weighed anchor from my This affair being transacted to the mutual 
own house this morning at ten A.M. with satisfaction of both parties, as well as to the 
fair weather and a favourable breeze at south- general entertainmeht of the company, who 
south cast, being bound to the next church laughed in their sleeves at the dexterity of 
on a voyage of matrimony ; but howsomever, their friend, Trunnion was set upon the 
we had not run down a quarter of a league, squire’s own horse, and led by his servant in 
when the wind shifting, blowed directlv in the midst of this cavalcade, which proceeded 
our teeth ; so that we were forced to tacTk all to a neighbouring village, where they had 
tlie way d’ye see, and had almost beat up bespoke dinner, and where our bridegroom 
within sight of the port, when these sons of found means to provide himself with another 
bitches of horses, which I had bought but hat and wig. With regard to his marriage, 
two days before (for my own part, I believe he bore his disappointment with the temper 
they are devils incarnate), luffed round in a of a philosopher ; and the exercise he had 
trice, and then refusing the holm, drove away undergone having quickened his appetite, sat 
like lightning with me and my lieutenant, down at table in tlie midst of his new ac> 
who soon came to anchor in an exceeding quaiiitancc, making a very hearty meal, and 
good birth. As for my own part, I have been moistening every moTB*el with a draught of 
carried over rocks, and flats, and quicksands, the ale, which he found very much to his sat- 
among which I have pitched away a special isfaction. • 

good tic-periwig, and an iron-bound hat ; and 
at last, thank God, am got into smooth water 

and safe riding; but if ever I venture my .CHAPTER IX. 

carcass upon such a harc’uin scare’um blood 

of a bitch again, my name is not HawSer He is found by the lieutenant-^econducted 
Trunnion, damn iny eyes !” • to his own house — married to Mrs Griz- 

One of the company, struck with this zle-^who meets with a small misfortune 
name, which he had often heard, immediate- in the nighty and asserts her prerogative 
ly laid hold on his declaration at the close of next morning — in amsequence of which 

this singular account ; and observing that his her husbanas eye is endangered, 
hoi-ses were very vicidlis, asked how he in- 
tended to return ? “As for that matter” re- Meanwhile Lieutenant Hatchway made' 
plied Mr Trunnion, “ I am resolved to hire a shift to hobble to the church, where he in- 
sledge or wagon, or such thing as a jack-ass ; formed the company of wliat had happened 
for i’ll be damned if ever' 1 cross the back of to the commodore ; and the bride behaved 
a horse again.” “ And what do you propose with great dexterity on the occasion ; for, as 
to do with these creatures ?” (said the other, soon as she understood the danger to which 
pointing to the hunters), “ they seem to have her future husband was exposed, she fainted 
some mettle ; but then they are mere colts, in the arms of her sister-in-law, to the sur- 
and will take the , devil and all of breaking, prise of all the spectators, who could not 
Methinks this hinder one is shoulder-slip- comprehend the cause of her disorder ; and 
ped.” “ Damn them,” cried the commodore, when she was recovered by the application 
“1 wish both tlieir necks were broke, thof ofsmelling-bpttles, earnestly begged that Mr 
the two cost mo forty good yellow-boys.” Hatchway and Tom Pipes woum take her 
“ Forty guineas !” (exclaimed the stranger, brother’s coach, and go in quest of their com- 
who was a squire and^a jockey, as well as mander. 

owner of the pack), « Lord ! Lord ! how a This task they readily undertook, beings 
man may be imposed upon ! Why, these cal- escorted by all the rest of his adherents on 
tie ^re eJiumsy enough to go to plough : mind horseback; while the bride and her fHends 
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were invited to the parson’s house, and the 
ceremony deferred till another occasion. 

The lieutenant, steering his course as near 
the line of direction in which Trunnion went 
off as tho coach road would permit, ^t in- 
telligence of his track from one farm-house 
to another ; for such an apparition could not 
fail of attracting particular notice : and one 
of the horsemen having picked up his hat and 
wig in a bye-path, the whole troop entered 
the villt^e where he was lodged, about four 
o’clock in the affemoon . When they under- 
stood he was safely housed at the George, 
they rode up to the door in a body, and ex- 
pressed their satisfaction in three cheers, 
which were returned by the company within, 
as soon as they were instructed in the nature 
of the salute by Trunnion, who by this time 
had entered into all tlic jollity of his new 
friends, and was indeed more than half seas 
over. The lieutenant was introduced to all 
present as his sworn brother, and had some- 
thing tossed up for his dinner. Tom Pipes 
and the crew were regaled in another room ; 
and a fresh pair of horses being put to tho 
coach, about six in the evening the commo- 
dore, with all his attendants, departed for the 
garrison, after having shook hands with every 
individual in the house. 

Without any farther accident, he was con- 
veyed in safety to his own gate, before nine, 
and committed to the care of Pipes, who 
carried him instantly to his hanynock, while 
the lieutenant was drjveu away to the place 
where the bride and her friends remained in 
great anxiety, which vanished when he as- 
sured them that his commodore was safe, be- 
ing succeeded by abunda^rice of mirth and 
pleasantry, at the account he gave of Trun- 
nion’s adventure. 

Another day was fixed for the nuptials; 
and in order to baulk the curiosity of idle 
pepplc, which had given great offence, the 
parson was prevailed upon to perform the 
ceremony in the garrison, which all that day 
was adorned with flags and pendants display- 
ed, tind at night illuminated by the direction 
of Hatchway, who also ordered the patpre- 
roes to be fired as soon as the marriage knot 
was tied. Neither were the other parts of 
the entertainment neglected by this ingenious 
contriver, who produced undeniable proofs 
of lids ele^nce and art in the wedding sup- 
per, which had been committod to his inan- 
ag<sment and direction. This ^nial banquet 
was entirely composed of sea dishes : a huge 
pillaw^ consisting of a large, piece of beef 
{sliced, a coimle of fowls, and half a peck of 
rice, smokedf in the middle of the board ; a 
dish of hard fish swimming in oil appeared 
at each end,, the sides being furnished with a 
mess of that savoury composition known by 
the name of lobscouse, and a plate of saf- 
magundy. The second course displayed a 
goose of monstrous m^itude, flanked with 
two Guinea hens, a pi^ barbecued, an hock 


of salt pork in the midst of a pease pudding, 
a leg of mutton roasted with potatoes, and 
another boiled with yams. The third serr 
vice was made up with a loin of fresh pork 
with apple sauce, a kid smothered with 
onions, and a terrapin baked in the shell ; and 
lost of all, a prodigious seapye was pre- 
seated, witli an infinite volume of pancakes 
and fritters. That every thing might be an- 
swerable to the magnificence of this delicate 
feast, he had provided vast quantities of 
strong beer, flip, nimbo, and burnt brandy, 
with plenty of Barbadocs water, for the la- 
dies, and hired all the fiddles >^ithin six miles, 
who, with the addition of a drum, bagpipe, 
and Welch harp, regaled the guests with a 
most melodious concert. 

The company,, who were not at all excep- 
tious, seemed extremely well pleased with 
every particular of the entertainment ; and the 
evening being spent in the most social man- 
ner, the bride was by her sister conducted 
to her apartment, where, however, a trifling 
circumstance had like to have destroyed the 
harmony which had been hitherto maintained. 

I have already observed, that there was 
not one standing bed within the walls ; there- 
fore the reader will not wonder that Mrs 
Trunnion was out of humour, when she 
found herself under the necessity of being 
confined with her spouse m a hammock, 
which, though enlarged with a double por- 
tion of canvass, and dilated with a yoke for 
the occasi«>u, was at best but a disagreeable, 
not to say dangerous situation. She accord- 
ingly complained with some warmth of this 
inconvenience, which she imputed to disre- 
spect, and at first absolutely refused to put 
up with the expedient; but Mrs Pickle soon 
brought her to reason and compliance, by 
observing that one night would soon be 
elapsed, and next day she might regulate her 
own economy. 

Thus persuaded, she ventured into the ve- 
hicle, and was visited by her husband in less 
than an hour, the company being departed to 
Uieir own homes, and Jho garrison left to the. 
command of he lieutenant and mate. But 
it seems the hooks that supported this swing- 
ing couch w6rc not calculated for the addi- 
tion of weight whicl) they were now destined 
to bear; and therefore gave way in the mid- 
dle of the night, to the no small terror of 
Mrs Trunnion, who, perceiving herself fall- 
ing, screamed aloud, and by that exclama- 
tion brought Hatchway with a light into the 
chamber. Though she had reemved no in- 
jury by the fall, she was extremely discom- 
posed and incensed at the accident, which 
she even openly ascribed to the obstinacy 
and whimsical oddity of the commodore, in 
such petulant terms as evidently declared 
that she thought her great aim accomplish- 
ed, and her authority secured against all the 
shocks of fortune. Indeed her bedfellow 
seemed to be of the same opinion, by his 
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tacit resignation ; for he made no reply to Having thus reduced him to a state of sub- 
her insinuations, but, with a most vinegar jection, they resolved , to secure him with 
aspect, crawled out of his nest, and betook cords, and were actually busy in adjusting 
himself to rest in another apartment, while his fetters, when he was exempted from the 
his irritated spouse dismissed the lieutenant, disgrace by the accidental entrance of his 
and from the wTeck of the hammock' made spouse, who rescued him from the hands of 
an occasional bed for herself on the floor, his adversaries, and, lb the midst of her con-t 
fully determined to provide better accommo- dolence, imputed his misfortune to the in- 
dation for the next niglit’s lodging. considerate roughness of liis own disposition. 

Havingno inclination to sleep, her thoughts. He breathed nothing but revenge, and 
during the remaining part of the night, were made some efibrts to chastise the insolence 
engrossed by a scheme of reformation she bf the workmen, who, as soon as they un- 
was resolved to execute in the family ; and derstood his quality, asked forgiveness for 
no sooner did Ijie first lark bid salutation to what they had done with great humility, 
the mom, than starting from her > humble protesting that they did not know he was 
couch, and huddling on her clothes, she sal- master of the house. But, far from being 
lied from her cluunber, explored her way satisfied with this apologjr, he groped about 
through paths before unknown, and in the for the bell (the inflammation of ins eye hav- 
course of her researches, perceived a large ing utterly deprived him of sight), and the 
bell, to which she made such efiectual appTi. rope being, by the precaution of the delin- 
eation as alarmed every soul in the family, quents, conveyed out of his reach, began to 
Jn a moment she was surrounded by Hatch- storm with incredible vociferation, like a lion 
way, Pipes, and all the rest of the servants, roaring in the toil, pouring fortli innumera- 
half dressed ; but seeing none of the feminine ble oaths and execrations, and calling by 
gender appear, she began to storm at the name Hatchway and Pipes, who being with- 
sloth and laziness of the maids, who, she ob- in hearing, obeyed the extraordinary smn- 
served, ought to have been at w’ork an hour mons, and were ordered to put the carpen- 
at least before she called ; and then, for the ters in irons, for having audaciously assaulted 
first time, understood that no woman was him in his own hodbe. 
permitted to sleep within the walls. His myrmidons seeing he had been evil en- 

She did not fail to exclaim against this treated, were exasperated at the insult he had 
regulation ; and being informed that the cook suffered, which they confeidcred as an affront 
and chambermaid lodged in a small office- upon the dignity of the garrison : the more so, 
house, that stood without the gate, ordered as tho niutinaors seemed to put themselves in 
the draw-bridge to be let down, and in per- a posture of defence, and set their authority 
son beat up their quarters, commanding them at defiance : they therefore nnshcathod their 
forthwith to set about scouring tho rooms, cutlasses, which they commonly wore as 
wdiich hod not been hitherto kept in a very de- badges of their commission ; and a desporato 
cent condition, while two men where imme- engagement, in aM probability, would have 
'diately employed to transport tho bod on ensued, had not the lady of the castle inter- 
which she used to lie, from her brother’s posed, and prevented the effects of their 
house to her new habitation ; so that, in less animosity, by assuring the lieutenant that 
than two hours, the whole economy pf the the commodore had been the aggressor, and 
garrison was turned topsy-turvey, and every that tho workmen, finding themselves attack- 
thing involved in tumult and noise. Trun- ed in such an extraordinary manner, by a 
nion being disturbed and distracted with the person whom they did hot know, were 
uproar, turned out in his shirt like a maniac, obliged to act in their own defence, by which 
and arming himself vfith a cudgel of crab- he had received that unlucky contusion, 
tree, made an irruption into his wife’s apart- Mr Hatchway no sooner learnt the senti- 
ment, where, perceiving a couple of carpen- ments of Mrs ’Trunnion, than sheathing his 
ters at work, in joining a bedstead, he, with indignation, he told the commodore that he 
many drea^ul oaths andT opprobrious invec- should always be ready to execute his lawful 
tives, ordered them* to desist, swearing he commands, but that he could not in coii- 
would suffer no bitlk-lieads nor hurricane science be concerned in oppressing poor 
houses to stand where he was master ; but pe^lo, who had been guilty of no ofience. 
finding his remonstrances disre^rded by This unexpected deciaration, together with 

these mechanics, who believed nim to be the behaviour of his \yife, who in his hearing 
some madman belonging to the family, who desired the carpenters to resume their work, 
had broke from confinement, he assaulted filled tlie breast .of Trunnion with rage and 
them both with great fury and indigna- mortification. He' pulled off his woollen 
tion, and was hon&d so roughly in the en- night-cap, pummelled his bare pate, beat the 
counter, that, in a very short time, he inea- floor alternately with Ins feet, swore his 
Bured his len^h on the floor, in consequence people had betrayed him, and cursed himseli 
of a blow that he received ffom a hammer, to the lowest pit of hell for havmg admitted 
by which the sight of his remaining eye was such a cockatrice into his family. But all 
griev^sly endan^jpcred. . . these exclamations did not avail : they were 
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among tiic last essays of his resistance to quired by his marriage, but seemed to retire 
the will of his wife, whose influence among within himself, like a tortoise when attack- 
his adherents had already swallowed up his ed, that shrinks within its shell, and silently 
own, and who now peremptorily told him, endured the scourge of her reproaches, with- 
that he must leave the management of every put seeming sensible of the smart, 
thing within doors to her, who understood This, however, was the only point in 
best what was for his nonour and advantage, which she had been baffled since her nup- 
She then ordered a poultice to be prepared tials ; and as she could by no means digest 
for his eye, which being applied, he was the miscarriage, she tortured her invention 
committed to the care of Pipes, by whom he for some new plan, by which she might aug- 
was led about the house like a blind bear mont her influence and authority : what her 
growling for prey, wliile his industrious genius refused was supplied by accident ; for 
yoke-fellow executed every circumstance of she had not lived four months in the garri- 
.the plan she had projected; so that, when son, when she was seizei^ with frequent 
he recovered his vision, he was an utter qualms and retchings, her breasts began to 
stranger in his own house. harden, and her stomach to bfe remarkably 

prominent; in a word, she congratulated 
herself on the symptoms of her own fertility, 
CHAPTER X. and the commodore was transported with 

joy at the prospect of an heir of his own be- 
Tke commodore being hi some cases restive, getting. 
his. lady has recourse to artifice in the She knew this was the proper season for 
establishment of her throne — she exhibits vindicating her own sovereignty, and accord- 
symptoms of pregnancy, to the unspeak- ipgly employed the means which nature had 
able joy of Trunnion, who nevertheless put in her power. There was not a rare 
is baulked in his expectation. piece of furniture and apparel for which she 

did not long: and one day as slie went to 
These innovations were hot effected with- church, seeing Lady Stately’s equipage ar- 
out many loud objections on his part ; and rive, she suddenly fainted away. Her hue- 
divers curious dialogues passed between him band, whose vanity had never been so per- 
and his yoke-fellow, who always came off fectly gratified as with this jiromised harvest 
victorious from the dispute ; insomuch that of his own sowing, took the alarm imme- 
his countenance gradually fell : he began diately', and in order to prevent relapses of 
to suppress, and at length entirely devour, that kind, which miglit be attended with fatal 
his chagrin ; the terrors of superior autho- conseqiieio'es to his hope, gave her leave to 
rity were plainly perceivable in his features, bespeak a coach, horses, asul liveries, to her 
and in less than three months he became a own liking. Thus authorised, she in a very 
thorough-paced husband. Not that his ob- little time exhibited such a specimen of her 
^nacy was extinguished,' though overcome ; own taste and magnificence, as aflbrded spe- 
in some things hewas as inflexible and mulish culation to the whole country, and made' 
as ever : but then he durst not kick so Trunnion’s heart quake within him, because 
openly, and was reduced to the necessity of he foresaw no limits to her extravagance, 
being passive in his resentments. Mrs which^ also manifested itself in the most ex- 
Trunnion, for example, proposed that a coach pensive preparations for her lying-in. 
and six should be purchased, as she could • Her pride, which had liitherto regarded 
not ride on horseback, and the chaise was a the representative of her father’s nouse, 
>:candalous carriage for a person of her con- seemed now to lose all that hereditary re- 
dition ; the commodore, conscious of his own spect, and prompt hepto outshine and under- 
inferior capacity in point of reasoning, did value the elder branch of her family. She 
not tliink proper to dispute the proposal, but behaved to Mrs Pickle with a sort of civil 
lent a deaf ear to her remonstrances, though reserve that implied a conscious superiority ; 
they ^ were enforced with every argument and an emulation In point of grandeur im- 
vvhich she thought could soothe, terrify, mediately commenced between the two sis- 
’’atne, or decoy him into compliance; m ters. She every day communicated her im- 
, vain did sh^ ur^ the excess of aflfection she portance to the whole parish, under pretence 
had for him, as meriting some return often- of taking the air in her cdach, and endca- 
derness and condescension; he was even voured to extend her acquaintance among 
proof against certain menacing hints she people of fashion. Nor was this an undcr- 
gave, touching the resentment of a slighted taking attended with great difficulty; for all 
woman, and no stood out jagainst all the persons whatever, capable yf maintaining a 
considerations of dignity or disOTace, like a certain appearance, will alflWs find admis-^ 
bulwark of brass. Neither was ne moved to sion into what is called the^est company, 
any indecent or unkind expressions of con- and be rated, in point of character, accord: 
tradiction, even when she upbraided him ing to their own valuation, without subject-* 
with his sordid disposition, and put him in ing their pretensions to the smallest doubt or 
mind of the fortune and honour he had ac- examination. In all her visits and parties, 
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she Aeized every eppoHumty of ^eic^tl^ingr her 
present oonditi^n« observing jbhai she was 
forbid her physicians to taste such t 
pickie, and that such a dish Was poison to a 
woman in her way ; nay, where she wa# on 
a footing of ihmilianty, she aflhcted to make 
wry ^es, and complained that the ;^oung 
rogne began to be very unruly^^ lyrithing 
liersetf into drvers contortions, as if she had 
been gnevoai^ incommoded by the metal 
of this future Trunnion. The husband him- 
self did not behave with all fhe moderation 
that might have been eji^ecthd : at the club 
he frequently mentionoa this circumstahce 
of his own v]|;ouT as a nrettv successful feat 
to be performed by an o’d fellow of fifty-five, 
and confirmed fhe opinion of his strength by 
redoubled squeezes of the landlord’s hand, 
winch never failed of extorting a satisfictOry 
certificate of his might. When Ins compa^ 
iiions drank to Ae nans m keldpr^ or Jack 
in the low cellar, he could not help display- 
Hig an extraordinary complacence of coun- 
tenance, and signified his intention of send- 
ing the young dog to sea, as soon as* he 
(should be able to carry a cartridge, in hopes 
i f seeing him an officer before his own death. 

This hope liclped to console him under the 
extraordinary expense to whicli ho was ex- 
posed by fhe promsion of his wife, especially 
w hen he considered that his complidnce with 
her prodigality would be limited to tlie expi - 1 
ration of the nine months, of which the best 
part wa*- by this time Japsed ; yet, in spite of 
dll this phi 1 ofe(;plncal resignation, her fixncy 
homt times toared to such a ridiculous and m- 
tokToblc pilch of msolimce and absurdity, 
that ins temper forsook him, and he could not 
help wishing in secret that her pride might 
bo confounded in tho dissipation of her most 
flattering hopes, even though he himself 
hhould be a princ ipal sufferer by the d/sap- 
pQintment* ThesCi however, were no other 
than the sng^stions of temporary llisgusts, 
that commonly bubsided as suddenly as they ; 
arose, and never gave the least disturbance ! 
to the person who inspired them, becaube he 
took care to conceal tuem carefiilly from her 
icnowlodge. 

Mcaifwhde she happily advanced m her 
reckoning, with the promise of a favourable 
issue ; the term of hencorapmation expired, 
nnd m the middle of the myght she was visit- 
^'d by certain warnings that seemed to be- 
speak the approach of thp critical moment. 
The commodpre goi up with great alaefit3f, - 
and called thd midwiffe, who had been seve- 
ral days ui the house ; the gossips were im- 
mediately summoned, and tlie most interest- 
ing expectations prevailed; but fhe symp- 
toms of labour gradually vanished, and, as 
the matrons sagely observed, tins was no 
more than a false alarm. 

Two nights after, thoy received a second 
intimation ; and ^ she was sensibly dimin- 
^^^hed in the waist» every thing wap auppos- 
' w, d •’ 


ed to be m a fair way : yot this visitation w as 
not more conclusive than^c former; her 
pains Wore off in spite of all her endeavours 
to encourage thorn, and the good women be- 
took themselves to their respective hrnneb, 
m expectation of finding the third attack de- 
cisive, alluding to the well knoivn maxim, 
that number three ts always fortunate. For 
once however this apothegm failed ; the next 
call was altogether as ineffectual as the for- 
mer f and moreover attended with a phenom- 
enon which to them was equally strange and 
inexplicable ; this was no other than sut h a 
reduction of the size of Mrs Trunnion as 
might have been expected after Uie birth Oi 
a mil-grown child. Startled at such an un- 
accountable event, tiiey sat in close divan ; 
and concluding that the case was in all ro- 
sperts unnatural and prodigiou», desired that 
a messenger might lie immediately dispati bed 
for some male ])ractitioner in the art of mid- 
wifery 

The commodore, without guessing the 
cause of their perplexity, ordered Pipes im- 
mediately on this piece of duty ; and in less 
than two hours they were assisted by tiie ad- 
vice of a surgeon of the neighbourhood, who 
boldly affirmed that the patient had never 
been witli child This asseveration v\ as like 
a clap of tlmndi r to Mr Trunnion, vv ho had 
been, durmg eight whole days and nights, in 
continual expectation of being hailed witli 
the appellation of father 

Aft*>r b<4me recollection, he su ore the sur- 
geon was an ignorant fellow, and that he 
wojld not take ms word for wliat he advanc- 
ed, being ( omforted and confirmed in his 
want of feith by •the msiuuations of the mid- 
wife, who still 4>eibisted to fo^d Mrs Trun- 
nion with hopes of a speedy and safe doUve- 
ly , observing that she had been concerned 
in many a case pf the same nature, where a 
fine child W'as found, even after all signs of 
thq mother’s nregnanev had disappeared. 
JSvery twig of nope, how slender soever it 
may be, is eagerly caught liold on by people 
who find themselves in danger of being dis- 
appointed. To every question proposed by 
liar to tiic lady with the preambles of ** han’t 
yen'*” or “ don’t you an answer was made 
m the affirmative, whether agreeable to truth 
or not; because the respondent could not 
find in her heart to disown any symptom that 
mi^t favour the notion slio had so long in- 
dulged. 

This experienced profic lent in the obstetric 
art was tliercftire kept in close attendance 
for tlwf space of three weeks, during which 
tlie patient l^ad several returns of wliat she 
pleased herself with believing to be labour 
pains, tiU at length she and her husband be- 
came the standing joke of the parish ; and 
this infatuated couple could scarce be pre- 
vailed upon to part with their hopes, even 
when she appeared as lank as a greyhckmd, 
and they were furnished with otfcf 
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tionabJe proofi* of their having been deceiv- 
ed. But tlicy c?nild not for ever remain un- 
der the influence of this sweet delusion, 
which at last faded away, and was succeeded 
by a paroxysm of shame and confusion, that 
kept the husband within doors for the space 
of a whole fortnig^ht, and confined his ladv 
toiler bed for a scries of weeks, during which 
she suflered all the anguish of the most in- 
tense mortification ; yet even this was sub- 
dued by the lenient hand of time. ‘ I 
The first respite firom her chagrin wasj 
employed in the strict discharge of what are 
called the duties of religion, which she per- 
formed with the most rancorous severity, 
setting on foot a persecution in her own fam- 
ily, that made tho house too hot for all the 
menial servants, even ruffled the almost in- 
vincible indifference of Tom Pipes, harass- 
ed the commodore himself out of all patience, 
and spared no individual but lieutenant Hatch- 
way, whom she never ventured to disoblige. 

CHAPTER XI. 

Mn Trunnion ererta a tyranny in the gar- 
rison t while her husband conceives an af^ 
feclion for kis n^hew Perry, who man- 
tfests a peculiarity of disposition even in 
his tender years. 

Having exercised herself three ^months in 
such pious amusements, she appeared again 
in the world ; but her misfortune made such 
an impression on her mind, that she could not 
bear the sight of a child, and trembled when- 
ever the conversation happened to turn upon 
a christening. Her temperf which was na- 
turally none of the sweetest, seemed to have 
imbibed a double proportion of souring from 
her disappointment; of consequence, her 
company was not much coveted, and she 
found very few people disposed to treat her 
with those marks of consideration which she 
looked upon as her due. This neglect de- 
tached her from the society of an unmanner- 
ly world; she concentrated the energy of all 
her talents in the government of her own 
house, which groaned accordingly under her 
arbitrary sway; and in the brandy bottle 
found ample con«iolation for all the affliction 
she had undergone. 

Astibr the commodore, he, in a little time, 
v;«,atl^red his disp^e, afler having sustain- 
ed rainy severe jokes from the lieutenant; 
anfl now his chief aim being to be absent 
from his own house as much as possible, he 
frequented the public house more than ever, 
moie assiduously cultivated the friendship of 
his brother<*in-law, Mr Pickle, and in the 
course of their intimacy, conceived an affec- 
tion for his nephew Perry, which did not 
end but with ms lifo* Indeed, it must be 
owned that Trunnion was not naturally de- 
ficient in the social passions of the sou)^ 


wliich, though they were strangely warped, 
disguised, and ovoroorne, by the circumstan- 
ces of his boisterous life and education, did 
not fail to manifest themselves occasionally 
through the whole course of lus behaviour. 

As all the hopes of prop^oting his own 
name had perished, and his relations lay 
under the interdiction of his hate, it is no 
wonder that, through the familiarity and 
friendly intercourse subsisting between him 
and Mr Gamaliel, he contracted a liking for 
the boy, who by this time entered the uiird 
! year of his age, and was indeed a very hand- 
some, healthy, and promising child; and 
what seemed to ingratiate )iim still more with 
his uncle, was a certain oddity of disposition, 
for which he had been remarkable, even from 
his cradle. It is reported of him, that, be- 
fore the first year of his infancy was elapsed, 
he used very often, immediately after being 
dressed, in the midst of the caresses which 
were bestowed upon him by his mother, while 
she indulged herself in the contemplation of 
her own happiness, all of a sudden to alarm 
her wjth a fit of shrieks and cries, which con- 
tinued with great violence till he was stripped 
to the skin with the utmost expedition, by or- 
der of his affrighted parent, who thought his 
tender body was tortured by the misapplication 
of some unhu ky pin ; and when he had given 
them all tliis disturbance and unnecessary 
trouble, he would lie sprawling and laughing 
in their faces, os if he ridiculed the imperti- 
nence of their concern. Nay, it is affirmed, 
that one clay, when an old woman, who at- 
tended in the nursery, liad by stealth convey- 
ed a bottle of cordial waters to her mouth, 
be pulled his nurse by the sh'ove, and, by a 
slight glance detecting the theft, tipt her the 
wink with a particular slyness of counte- 
nance, as if he had said with a sneer,—** Ay, 
ay, that is what you must all come to.” But 
these instances of reflection in a babe nine 
months 'old are so incredible, that 1 look 
upon them as ex ^ost facto observ'ations, 
founded upon imaginary recollection, ^when 
he was in a more advanced age, and his pe- 
culiarities of temper become much more re- 
markable ; of a piece with the ingenious dis- 
coveries of these sagacious observers who 
can discern something evidently characteris- 
tic in tho filatures of«any noted personage, 
whose character they have previously heard 
explained : yot*' without pretending to specify 
at what petioa of bis childhood this singular- 
ity first appeared* I can with great truth de- 
clare, that, when he first attracted tho notice 
and affection of his uncle, it was plainly per- 
ceivable. 

One would imagine he had marked out the 
I commodore os a proper object of ridicule, fbi 
almost all his little childish satire was level- 
led against him. I will not deny that he 
might have been influenced in this particu- 
lar by the example and instruction of Mr 
Hatchway, who delighted in superintending 
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the first essays of his genius. As the gout ed at these symptoms of stupidity, which she 
had taken up its residence in Mr Trutinion*s considered as an inheritance derived from 
great too, from whence it never removed, no the spirit of his &ther, and consequently 
not for a day, little Perry took great pleasure unsurmountable by all the efibrts of human 
in treading by accident on this infirm mem* care. But the commodore rejoiced over the 
her; and when his uncle, incensed by the rugsednessofhisnature, and was particular- 
pain, used to damn him for a hell-be^tten ly pleased, when, upon inquiry, he found that 
brat, he would appease him in a twinkUng, Perry bad beaten all the boys in the school ; 
by returning the curse with equal emphasis, a circumstance from which he prognosticate * 
and asking what was the matter with old ed every thing that was fair and fortunate in 
Hannibal Tough ; an appellation by which his future fate ; observing that, at his age he 
the lieutenant had taught him to distinguish himself was just such another. The boy, 
this grim commander. who was now turned of six, having profit^ 

Neither wa^ this the only expenment ho so little under the birch of his unsparing go- 
tried upon the patience of the commodore, vemor, Mrs Pickle was counselled to send 
with whosd nose he used to take indecent him to a boarding-school not far from Lon- 
freedoms, even while he was fondled on his don, which was kept by a certain person 
knee ; in one month he put him to the cx- very eminent for his successful method of 
pense of two guineas in seal-skin, by pick- education. This advice she the more readi- 
mg his pocket of divers tobacco pouches, ly embraced, because at that time she found 
all of which he in secret committed to the herself pretty iar gone with another child* 
fiomes. Nor did the caprice of his disposi- that she hoped would console her for the dis- 
tion abstain from the favourite bevera^ of appointment she had met with in the un- 
Trunnion, who more than once swallowedi a promising talents of Perry, or, at any rate, 
whole draught, in which his brother’s snufi- divide her concern, so as to enable her to 
box had been emptied, before he perceived endure the absence of either, 
the disagreeable infusion : and one day, when 
the commodore had chastised him by a gen- 
tle tap with his cane, he fell flat on the floor, CHAPTER XII. 

as if he had been deprived of all sense and 

motion, to the terror ana amazement of the Peregrine is sent to a boarding-school — 
striker; and after having filled the whole becomes remarkable for his genius and 
house with confusion and dismav, opened his ambition, 
eyes, and laughed heartily at the success of • 

ms own imposition. Thr commodore understanding her determi- 

It would be an endless, and perhaps no nation, to which her husband did not venture 
very agreeable task, to enumerate ull the un- to make the least obicction, interested him- 
lucky pranks he played upon his uncle and self so much in behalf of his favourite, as to 
others, before he attained the fonrth year of fit him out at his own charge, and accotn- 
his age ; about which time he was sent, with pany him in person to the place of his desti- 
an attendant, to a day-school in the neigh- nation, where he defrayed the expense of his 
bourhood, that (to use his good mother’s own entrance, and left him to the particular care 
expression) he might bo out of hand’s way. and inspection of the usher, who having been 
Here, however, he made little progress ex- recommended to him as a person of parts 
cept in mischief, wliich he practised with and integrity, received per advance a hand- 
impunity, because the schoolmistress would some consideration for the task he undes- 
run no risk of disobliging a lady of fortune, took. 

by exercising uuneoessary severities upon Nothing could be better judged than this 
her only child. Nevertheless, Mrs Pickle piece of liberality; the assistant was actually 
waa not so blindly partial as to be pleased a man of learning, probity, and good sense; 
with such unseasonable indulgence. Perry and, thoi^h obliged by the scandalous ad- 
was taken out of the haftids of this coiirtebus ministration of fortune to act in the character 
teacher, and committed to the instruction of of on inferior teacher, had, by his sole capa- 
a pedagogue, who was ordered to administer city and application, brought the school to 
such cor^tion as the boy should (in his that degree of reputation, which it never 
opinion) deserve. This authority he did not could taive obtained from the talents of Ins 
neglect to use ! his pupil was regularly flog- superior. He had established an economy, 
ged twice a-day ; and, after having been sub- which, though regular, was not at all severe, 
jected to tbb course of discipline for the by enacting a body of laws suited to the age 
space of eighteen montlis, declared the most and comprehenstoii of every individual ; mid 
obstinate, dull, and untoward genius that each transgressor was fairly tried “i® 
.ever had fallen under his cultivation ; instead peers, and punished according to the^ verdict 
of being reformed, he seemed rather harden- of the jury. No boy was scourged for want 
ed and confirmed in his vicious inclinations, of apprehension, but a spirit of emulation 
and was dead to all sense of fear as well as was raised by well-timed praise and aiwl 
shame. His mother was extremely moitifi- comparison, and maintained by a distnbu- 
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tion of small pnzcs, 'which were adjudged to rudiments of the Latin tongU( The usher 
those who signalized themselves eitlier by did not foil to transmit an account of his 
their mdustiy , sobriety, or genius This proficiency to the commodore, who received 
tutor, whose ninit was Jennings, began with it with transport, and forthwith communi- 
Perry, according to his constant maxim, by cated the happy tidings to the parents 
examining the soil , that ib, studying his Mr Gamaliel Pickle, who wab never sub 
temper, in order to coAsult the bias of hib ject to violent emotions, hoard them with a 
dispobition, which wab stiangely perverted sort of phlegmatic satisfaction, that scarce 
by the ibourd discipline he had undergone manifested itself either in his countenaiic * 
Ife found him in a state of sullen insensi- or exprObbions, nor did the child’s mother 
hility, wluch the child had gradually con break forth into that rapture and admiration 
traettd in a long course of stupifying cor- which might have been expected, when she 
reel on , and at nrst he wab not m the leist understood how much the talents of her first- 
actuated by that commendation which am- born hid exceeded the hope of her warmest 
mated the rest of his school-fellows nor imagination Not but that she prCfesscd 
was it III the power of reproach to excite his hcrbClf well pleased with PerfyV reputation, 
ambition, which had been buned, as it were, though she obserud that, m these commen- 
in the giave of dibgracc the usher, there- dations, the truth was always exaggerated 
foie, had recourse to contemptuous neglect, by schoolmasters, for their own interest , 
with winch ho aflcctcd to treat this stubborn and pretended to wonder thit the usher had 
spifit , foreseeing, that, if he retamod anj not mingled more probability with his praise 
seeds of sentiment, this weather would m- Trimnion was offended at her indifferemo 
fidiibly raise them into vegetation His and want of faith, and believing that she 
ludgment was justified by the event, the refined too much m her discernment, swore 
boy in a little time begin to make observa- that Jennings had declared the truth, and 
tions he perceived the marks of distinction nothing but the truth , for he himself had 
with wlurli virtue was rewarded, grew prophesied from the beginning that the hoj 
asliained of the despicable figure he himself would turn out a credit to his family But 
made among his companions, who, far from by this time Mrs Pickle was blessed With a 
courting, rather shunned his conversation, daiiglitcr, whom she had brought into the 
and actually pined at his own want of im- world about six months before the intelli 
portance gene e arrived , so that hex care and afftr 

Mr Jennings saw and re)oiced at his tion being otherwasc engrossed, the praise of 
mortification, which he suffered«tu proceed Perry was ^he less greedily devoured The 
as far as possible, without endangering his abatement 4>t her fondness w is an advantage 
health The child lost all relish Tor diver- to his ediK atichi, which would have been re- 
sion, loathed his food, grew pensive, solitary, tarded, and perhaps rmni d, by pernicious in- 
and was f rf quently loiind 'wc oping by him- diligence and preposterous int-erposition, b id 
self These symptoms plunlv evinced the her love considered him as an only child, 
recovery of his It el ngs, to which his go- whereas, her concern being now diverted tp 
vernor thought it now high titne to mflee a lother object, that shared, at least, one half 
application , and thcrclorc, by little and ht- of her affection, he was left to the manage 
tie, altered his behaviour from the mdifi^er- ment of Jus preceptor, who tutored him sc- 
once be had put on, to the appearance of cording to his own plan, without any let oi 
more regard and attention This produced interruption Indeed, all his sagacity and 
a favourable change iti the boy, whose eyes circumspection were but barely sufficient to 
oparkled with satisfaction one day, when his keep the young gentleman in order , fbr now 
master cxpiosscd himself with a show of that he bad won the j>alm of victory from 
surprise in these words So, Perry ' I find his n^^als in point of scholarship, hid ambt- 
you don’t want genius, when you think pro- tion dilated, and he was seized with the de 
per to use it ” Such encomiums kindled a sire of subjecting the whole school by the 
fepirit of emulation m his little breast, he valour of his airm Before he could bnng his 
exerted hitnself wah sinpHsing olacnty, by project to bear, innumerable battles were 
whic he soon acquitted liimself of the im- fought, With various success , every day a 
puuif ofi of dullness, and obtained sundry bloody nose and complaint were presented 
mmorary sdver penmes, a&i acknowh*dg- against him, and his own visage commonly 
ment %if hie application his schoolfellows bore some livid marks of obstinate contention 
near iHtdicited rub friendship as eagerly as At length, however, he accomplished hia 
they ftad avoided it before, and, in less than aim ms adversaries were subbed, his 
a twelvemonth after hfs amvai, this suppos- prowess acknowledged, and he obtained the 
ed dunce ww remarkable for the brightness laurel in war as wvll os in wit. T^Us tn- 
of hib parts ; having in that short period nmphant, he was intoxicated with success 
learnt to read Englith perfectly weB, made Hia pnde rose m proportion to his poWer, 
great progress in writing, enabled himself to and, m spite of all the endeavours of Jen-* 
speak the French language without Uesita- nirigs, who practised oyeiy method be could 
tion, and acqutred some knowledge in the invent fer cutbi«tg hia licefitious condi , 
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without depressing his spirit, he contracted 
a large proportion of insolence, which a sc- 
ries of iniKtortunos that happened to him in 
the sequel could scarce effectually tamo. 
Nevertheless there was a fiind of good na- 
ture and generosity in "his composition, and 
though he established a tyranny among his 
comrades, the franqudhty of his reign was 
maintained by the love rather than the fear 
of his subjects. 

In the midst of oil his enjoyment of em- 
pire, he never once violated that respectful 
awe with which the usher had found means 
to inspire him ; but he by no means preserv- 
ed the satire regard for the principal master, 
an old illiterate Gennan quack, who had 
formerly practised corn-cutting among the 
quality, and sold cosmetic wdshes to the 
ladies, together with teeth-powders, hair- 
dyeing liquors, prolific elixirs, and tinctures 
to sweeten the breath. These nostrums, 
recommended by the art of cringing, in 
which he was consummate, ingratiated him 
80 much with people of fashion, that ho was 
enabled to set up school w ith hve-and-t wenty 
boys of the best families, whom he boarded 
on Ills own terms, and undertook to instruct 
in the French and Latin languages, so as to 
qualify them for the colleges of Webtminster 
and Eton. While this plan was in its in- 
fancy, he was so fortunate as to meet with 
Jennings, who, for the paltry consideration 
of thirty pounds a-year, which his nccessi- 
t ICS compelled him to accept, took the whole 
trouble of educating the children upon him- 
self, contrived an excellent system for that 
purpose, and by his assiduity and know- 
ledge, executed all the particulars to the en- 
tiro satisfaction of those concerned, who, by 
the bye, never inquired into his qualifications, 
but suffered the other to enjoy the fruits of 
his labour and ingenuity. 

Over and above a large stock of •avarice, 
ignorance, and vanity, this superior had cer- 
tain ridiculous peculiarities in his person, 
such os a hunch upon his back, and distort- 
ed limbs, that seemed to attract the satirical 
notice of Peregrine, •who, young as he was, 
took offence at his want of reverence for his 
usher, over whom he sometimes chose op- 
portunities of displaying his authority, that 
the boys might not displace their venera- 
tion. Mr Keypsttek, therefore, such as I 
have described Inm, incurted the contempt 
and displeasure of this enterprising pupil, 
who now, being in the tenth venr of his a^, 
hod capacity enough to give liim abundance 
of vexation, lie underwent many mortify- 
ing jokes from the invention of Pickle and 
his confederates ; so that he began to enter- 
tain suspicion of Mr Jennings, who, hp could 
Miot help thinking, had been at the bottom of 
them all, and spirited up principles of rebel- 
lion in the school, with a view of making 
himself independent. Possessed with this 
chimera, which was void of all foundation, 

5 * 


the German descended so low as to tamper 
in private with the boys, from whom he 
hoped to draw Some very important disco- 
very; but he was disappointed in his ex- 
pectation ; alid this mean practice reaching 
the cars of his ush(pr, he voluntarily resign- 
ed his employment. Finding interest to ob- 
tain holy orders in a little time after, he left 
the kin^om, hoping to find a settlement in 
some of our American plantations. 

The departure of Mr Jennings produced 
a great revolution in the affairs of Keypstick, 
which declined from that moment, because 
he had neither authority to enforce obe- 
dience, nor prudence to maintain order 
among his scholars ; so that the school de- 
generated into anarchy and confusion, and 
He himself dwindled in the opinion of his 
employers, who looked upon him os super- 
annuated, and withdrew their children from 
his tuition. 

Peregrine, seeing this dissolution of their 
society, and finding himself every day de- 
prived of some companion, began to lepine 
at bis situation, and resolved, if possible, to 
procure his release from the jurisdiction of 
the person whom he both detested and des- 
pised. With this view he went to work, 
and composed the following billet, address- 
ed to the commodore, which was UiC first 
specimen of his composition in the episto- 
lary way. 

Honoured and loving Uncle, 

“ Hopiii^ you are in good health, this 
serves to inform you, that Mr Jennings is 
gone, and that Mr Keypstick will never 
meet with his fbljow. The school is already 
almost broke up, and the rest daily going 
away ; and I beg of you of all love to have 
me tetched away also, for [ cannot bear to 
be any longer under one wlio is a perfect 
ignoramus, who scarce knows the declina- 
tion of mnsa, and is more fit to be a scare- 
crow than a schoolmaster ; lioping you will 
send for me soon, with my love to my aunt, 
and my duty to my hononred parents, craving 
their blessing and yours. And this is all at 
present from, honoured uncle, yonr well be- 
loved and dutiful nephew and godson, and 
humble servant to command till death, 

Peregrine Pickle,” 

Trunnion was ovoiioyed at the receipt of 
this letter, which he looked upon as one of 
the greatest efforts of human gv'^nius, and as 
such communicated the contents to his lady, 
whom he had disturbed for the purpose i:i 
the middle of her devotion, by sending a 
mossage to her closet, whither it was her* 
custom very frequently to retire. Slie was 
out of humour at being interrupted, and 
therefore did not peruse this specimen of her 
nephew’s understanding with all the relish 
that tlie commodore himself had enjoyed ; 
on the contrary, after sundry paralytica! en- 
deavours to speak (for her longue sometimes 
refused its omcc) she observed that the boy 
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was a pert jackanapes, and deserved to be Trvnnion having opined this permission, 
severely chastised for treating his betters that very afternoon despatched the lieutenant 
with such disrespect. Her husband under- in a post-chaisc to Kevpstick’s house, from 
took his godson’s defence, representing, whence, in two days, ho returned with our 
with great warmth, that he kn«W Keypstick young hero ; who, being now in the eleventh 
to be a good-ror-nothinapimping old rascal, year of his age, had^ outgrown the Oxpecta- 
and that Perry showed a great deal of spirit tion of all Ids family, and was remarkable for 
and good sense in desiring to be taken from the beauty and elegance of Ids person. His 
under his command ; he therefore declared, godfather was transported at his arrival, as 
that the boy should not live a week longer if he had been actuaUy the issue of his own 
with such a shambling son of a b — , and loins. He shook him heartily by tho hand, 
sanctioned his declaration with abundance of turned him round and round, surveyed him 
oaths. from top to bottom, bade Hatchway take no- 

Mrs Trunnion composing her countenance tice how handsomely he was byilt ; squeezeil 
into a look of religious demurencss, rebuked his hand again, saying, — ** Damn ye, you 
him for his profane way of talking ; and dog, I suppose you don’t value ;luch an old 
asked, in a magislenal tone, if he intended crazy son of a b — ns me a rope's end. You 
never to lay aside that brutal bcdiaviour ! have forgot how I wont to dandle you on iny 
Initatcd at this reproach, lie answered, in knee, when you was a little urchin no bigger 
terms of indignation, that he knew how to than the davit, and played a thousand tricks 
behave himself as well as e’er a woman that upon me, burning my bacco-pouches, and 
wore a head, bade her mind her own affairs, poisoning my rumbo : O damn ye, you ran 
and, with another repetition of oaths, gave grin fast enough, f see ; I warrant yon have 
her to understand that lie would be master Icatnt more things than writing the Jjatm 
in his own house. Imgo.” Even Tom Pip(»s expressed uncom- 

This insinuation operated upon her spirits inon satisfaction on this joyful occasion; 
like friction upon a glass globe; her face and coming up to Perry, thrust forth his 
gleamed with resentment, and every pore fore paw, and acc )sted hiiu with the saliita- 
seemed to emit particles of flame. She re- tiou of, “ Whal cheer my good master 1 1 
plied with incredible fluency of the bitterest am glad to see thee with all my heart.” 
expressions. He retorted. With equal rage, Those eompliinents behig passed, "his uncle 
in broken hints and incoherent imprecations, halted to the door of Ins wife's chamber, at 
She rejoined with redoubled fury ? and in which he f^ood hallooing, “ Hero’s your 
conclusion he was fuiii to betakemimself to kinsman Perrv, belike you won’t come and 
flight, ejaculating cursies against her, and bid him well oliic.”-— •* Lord ! Mr Trunnion,” 
muttering something concerning the brandy said she, ‘ v.iiy will you coni inually haras.«s 
bottle, which, however, he took care shonli mo in this iinnner with your impertinent iu- 
never reach her eaiN. ‘ trusion !” “ I harrow * you replied tho 

From his own house he' went directly to commodore; “’sblood, Ibelmve your upper 
visit Mrs Pickle, to whom ho imparted Pe- works are damaged ; 1 only camo to inform 
regrino’s epistle, with many encomiums yon that hero was your cousin, whom you 
upon the boy’s promising parts ; and finding have not seen those tburlong years ; and I’ll 
his commendatioiw but coldly rccoivj^, dc- bo damn’d if there \.< such another of his age 
sired slie would pcTuiit him to t.ako his god- within tflo king’s doiniitions, d’ye ace, cither 
son under his own ca’’e. for make or metal; he’s a credit to the 

This lady, whose family was now incrcas- name, d’ye see ; but, damn my eyes, I'll say 
ed by another son, v\ ho seemed to engro.ss no more of the inaltor ; if you come, you 
her rare for the pr(*5,i*nt, had not seen Perry may ; if you won’t, yom may let it alone.” 
during a oourso of f»>nr years, and, witli re- “ Well, Twon’t come thmi,’* answered his 
gard to him, was perfectly weanod of that yoke-follow, “ for I am ut present more 
jnfiimity known by tiic name of maternal agreeably employed.” “Oho; you arol I 
fnndnc.'s; she therefore consented to the believe so loo cried the commodore, mak- 
commodore’s request with great condescen- ing wry faces, and mimicking the action of 
Sion, and a polite compliment to him on the dram drinking. Then addressing himself to 
concern i^ hofl aU along manifested for the Hatchvvay,— ” Pnthee, Jack,” said ho, “ go 
welfrrc oftihe child^ and try thy skill on that stubborn hulk ; if 

any body can bring her about, 1 know you 
wool.” The lieutenant accordingly taking 
^ CHAPTER XIII. ' his station at the door, conveyed his persua- 

, ' sion in these words; “What, won’t you 

Tic cotimodore takes Peregrine under his turn out and hail little Pprry ? it will do 
arrhes at the garrison your heart ^od to see such a handaomo. 
—is strangelif received hy his own mo- young dog ; df'm sure he is the very moral of 
iiito a confederacy ' with you, and as like as if he had been spit out of. 
Hatchway ai^ Pipast executes a cow- your own mouth, as the saying is ; do show 
pie of waggish enterprises ^fH^nhis aunt, la little rsspept fl>r your kinsman, can’t 
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you?” To this remonstifa'ice sho Toplied^ in tho swinging of a rtialclhctor han^ng* in 
a mild tone of voice, Dear Mr H$,tchvv9iyf chains ; he could counterfeit the braying of 
you are always teasing one in such a man- an ass, the screeching of a night owl, the 
ner ; sure I tun, nobody can tax me with un- caterwauling of cats, Uie howling of a dog, 
kindness, or want of natural affection ” So the squeaking of a pig, the crowing of a 
saying, she owned the door, and advancing cock ; and he had learnt the war-whoop ut- 
to the hall, where her nephew stood, receiv- tered by the Indiafis of Nortli America, 
ed him very graciously, and observed that ho These talents were exerted successively at 
was the very image of her papa. different times and places, to the tenxir of 

In tho afternoon he was conducted by tho Mrs Trunnion, the discomposure of the com- 
commodore to the house of his parents ; and, modore himself, and the consternation of all 
strange to tell, no sooner was he presented the servants in the castle. Peregrine, with 
to his mother, than her countenance chang- a sheet over his clothes, somotiines tumbled 
cd ; she eyed l|im with tokens of affliction before his aunt in the twilight, when her or- 
and surprise, and bursting into tears, ex- gans of vision were a little impaired by the 
claimed her dliild was dead, and this was no cordial she had swallowed f and tho boat- 
other than an impostor whom they had swain’s mate taught him to shoe cats with 
brought to doftaud her sorrow. Trunnion walnut-shells, s-o that they made a most 
was confounded at tlus unaccountable pas- dreadful clattering in their nocturnal excur- 
sion, which had no other foundation than sions. Tho mind of Mrs Trunnion was not 
caprice and whim; and Gamaliel himself was a little disturbed by these alarms, which, in 
so disconcerted and unsettled in his own be- her opinion, portended the death of some 
lief, wliich began to waver, that he knew principal person in the family ; she redoubled 
not how to behave towards the boy, whom her religious exercises, and fortified her 
his godfather immediately carried back to the spirits with fresh potations ; nay, she began 
garrison, swearing all the way that Pewy to lake notice that Mr Trunnion’s constitn- 
should never cro'ss thoir threshold again with tion w'as very much broke, and seemed dis- 
his good wilL Nay, so much was he in- satisfied when people observed that they 
censed at this unnatural and absurd renun- never saw him look better. Her frequent 
ciatioii, that he refiwod to carry on any far- visits to the closet, where all her consola- 
ther correspondence with Pickle, until he tion was deposited, inspireil the confederates 
was appeased by his solicitations and sub- withadovicewhichhudhketohavebeenat- 
misstoii, and Peregrine owned as his son and tended Avith tragical consequences. [They 
heir. But this acknowledgment was made found an opportunity to infuse jalap in 
without the privity of his wnle, whose vicious one of her case bottles, and she took, so 
avcr.-sion he ^was obliged, in appearance, to largely of this medicine that her constitu- 
adopt. Thus exiled from his father’s house, tion had well nigh sunk under the violence 
the young gentlemen was left entirely to the of its effects. Shb suffered a succession of 
dis?f)osal of tho commodore, whose affection feinting fits that rtJduced her to the brink of 
for him daily increased, msqmucli tliat he the grave, m spite of all the remedies that 
could scarce prevail upon himself to part were administered by a physician, who was 
w'ith him, when his education absolutely called in the beginning of her disorder. After 
required tliat he should be otherwise i^ispos- having examined the symptoms, he declared 
ed of. that the patient had been poisoned with 

In. all probability, this extraordinary at- arsenic, and prescribed oily draughts and lu- 
tachment was, if not product^d? least faricating injections, to defend the coats of 
rivetted, by that peculiar turn in Peregrine’s the stomach and intestines from the vellicaU 
imagination whirli wetliave already ^sorv- ing particles of that pernicious mineral; at ^ 
ed; and which, during his residence in tlie the same time hinting, with a look of infinite 
castle, appeared m sundry stratagems he sagacity, that it was not difficult divine 
practised upon his uncle and aunt, under the the whole mystery. lie affected to deplore 
auspices of ]!& Hatchway, who assisted him the poor lady, as if she was exposed to more 
in the contrivance and execution of all his attemps oftfie same nature; thereby glancing 
schemes. Not was Pipes exempted from a obliquely at tho innocent commodore, whom 
share in their undertakings : fur, being a the officious son of iEsculapius suspected as 
trusty fellow, not without dexterity in some the author of this expedient^ to rid his hands 
cases, an4" u-itogether resigned to their will, of a yoke-fellow fbr whom he was well 
they fbund him a serviceable instrument for known to have no great devotion. Thn 
Uioir purpose, and used him uccorijingly. impertinent and malicious insinuation made 
The first samplo of their art was e^ibited some impression upon the bystanders, and 
updn Mrs Triinnion. They temded that ftimished ample field for slander to asperse 
good lady with slninge noises when she re- the morals of Trunnion, who was represonU 
tired to her devotion. Pipes was a natural ed through the whole district as a monster 
genius in the composition of discords ; he of bari>arity. Nay, the sufferer hersoIL 
could imitate the sound produced by the though she behaveni with great decency and 
winding of a jack, the ffling of a saw, and prudence, could not help entertaining some 
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small diffidence of her husband; not that 
she imagined he had Any design upon her 
life, but that he had been at pains to adulte- 
rate the brandy, with a view of detaching her 
from that favourite liquor. 

On this siippo6tion|Shc resolved to act 
with more caution for the future, without 
sotting on foot any inquiry about the affair : 
wliile the commodore, imputing her indispo- 
sition to some natural cause, ailer the dan- 
ger was past, never bestowed a thought upon 
the bulyect ; so that the perpetrators were quit 
of their fear, which, however, had punished 
them so effiectually, that they never would 
hazard any more jokes of the same nature. 

The shafls of their wit were now directed 
against the commander himself, whom they 
teased and terrified almost out of his senses. 
One day while he was at dinner. Pipes came 
and told him that there was a person below 
that wanted to speak with him immediately 
about an oiTair of the greatest importance, 
that would admit of no delay ; upon which 
be ordered the stranger to be told that he 
was enga^d, and that he must send up his 
name and business. To this demand ho re- 
ceived tor answer a message, importing that 
the person’s name was unluiown to him, and 
his business of such a nature, that it could 
not be disclosed to any one but the commo- 
dore himself, whom he earnestly desired to 
see without loss of time. 

Trunnion, surprised al this importunity, 
got up with groat reluctance, irf the middle 
of his meal, and d<?scending to a parlour 
wliere the stranger wa.s, asked him, in a sur- 
ly tone, what he wanted with him in such a 
damn’d hurry, that ho cotld not wait till he 
had made an end of his ffiess. The other, 
not at all disconcerted at this rough address, 
advanced close up to him on his tiptoes, and, 
with a look of confidence and conceit, lay- 
ing his mouth to one side of the commodore’s 
head, v/hispered softly in his ear, — ” Sir, I 
am the attorney whom you wanted to con- 
\crse with in private.” “The attorney?” 
cried Trunnion, staring and half choked with 
choler. “ Yes, sir, at you service,” replied 
\vi^ retainer to the law, “and, if you please, 
the sooner wo dispatch the affair the better, 
for it iR an old observation that delay breeds 
danger.” “Truly, brother.” said the com- 
inodore, who could no longer contain him- 
self, “ I do confess that I am very much of 
our wag of thinking, d’ye see; and therc- 
^re vou^shall be dispatched in a trice so 
saying, ^ iifte ’ up his walking staff, which 
wafi sometkjmg between a crutch and a cud- 
gel, and discharged it with such energy on 
* ho of the attorney’s understanding, that, 
if Inid been any thing but solid bone, 
the contents of his skull must have l»cn 
evocualied. 

Fortified an he was by nature against all 
such assaults, he could not withstand the 
momentum of the blow, which in an instant 


laid him flat on the floor, deprived of all sense 
and motion ; and Trunnion hopped up stairs 
to dinner, applauding himself in ejaculations 
all the way for the vengeance he had taken 
on such an impudent pettifbgging miscreant. 

The attorney no sooner awaked from his 
trance, in which he had been so unexpeetr 
cdJy lulled, than he cast his eyes around in 
quest of evidence, by which he might be en- 
abled the more easily to prove the injury he 
had sustained; but not a soul appeanng, he 
made shift to get upon his legs again, and, 
with the blood trickling over his nose, Al- 
lowed one of the servants jnto the dinuig 
I room, resolved to come to an explanation 
with the assailant, and either bxtort money 
from him by way of satisfkction, or prqvoke 
him to a second application beffire witnesses. 
With tliis view he entered the room in a peal 
of clamour, to the amazement of all present, 
and the terror of Mrs Trunnion, who shriek- 
ed at the appearance of such a spectacle ; 
and addressing himself to the commodore, 
“,ril tell you what, sir,” said he, “if there 
be law in England, I’ll make you smart for 
tliis here assault; you think you have screen- 
ed yourself from a prosecution, by sending 
all your servants out of the way, but that 
circumstance will appear upon trial to be a 
plain proof of the malice prepense with which 
the fact was committed, cspi'cially when cor- 
roborated by the evidence of this here letter, 
under your own hand, whereby I am desired 
to come to your own house to transact an 
affair of cons^uence.” So saying, he pro- 
duced the w ritlng, and read the contents in 
these words* : 

“Mr RogeU Ravine, 

“ Sir, — Being in a manner prisoner in my 
own house, I desire you will give me a call 
precisely at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
and insist upon seeing me myself, as I have an 
affair jf great consequence, in which your 
particular advice is wanted, by your humble 
servant. 

“ Hawser Trunnion.” 

The one-eyed commander, who had been 
satisfied unth tlie chastisement he had already 
bestowed upbn the plaintiff, hearing him read 
this audacious piece of forgery, which he con- 
sidered os the effect of his own villony, start- 
ed up from table, aftid seizing a huge turkey 
that lay in a dish before him, would have ap- 
plied it sauce and all, by way of poultice to 
his wound, bad he not been restrained by 
Hatchway, who laid fast liold on both his 
arms, ana fiited him to his chair again, advis- 
ing the attorney to sheer off with what he had 
got. Far from following this salutary coun- 
sel, he redoubled his threats, and set Tmu- 
nion at defiance, telling him he was not a man 
of true courage, although he had commanded .a 
ship of war, or elso he would not have attack- 
ed any person in such a cowardly and clandes- 
tine manner. This provocation would have 
answered his purpose effectually, hod not his 
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adveraary^s iftdi^ation bo(*n repressed by 
the eu^^stions of the licutonanU who de- 
eired his friend, in % w hteper, to be easy# for 
he would take care to have ilie attorney toss- 
ed m a blankl^t for his presumption. Tins 
proposal, which he received with great ap- 
probation, pacified him in a moment: he 
wiped the sweat from his fbteheod, and his 
features relaxed into a grim smile. 

Hatchway disappeared, and Ravme pro- 
ceeded with great nuency of abuse, untu he 
wjm intcmif^d by the arrival of Pipes, who, 
witliout any expostulation, led him out by the 
band, and condpeted him to the yard, where 
he was put into a carpet, and in a twinkling 
sent into the*air by the strength and dexter- 
ity of five stout operators, whom the lieuten- 
ant had selected tVom the number of domes- 
tics for that singular spell of duty. 

Tn vain did the astonished vaulter beg for 
the love of God and passion of (Jhrist, that 
they would take pity upon him, and put an 
end to his involuntary gambols ; they were 
deaf to his prayers and protestations, even 
when he swore, in the most solemn mari- 
ner, that, if they would cease tormenting 
him, he would forget end forgive what was 
past, and depart m peace to lus own habi- 
tation ; and continued the gome till they were 
fati^ed with the exercise. 

Mvine being dismissed in a most melan- 
choly plight, brought an action of assault and 
battery against the commodore, and subpoe- 
naed alj the servants as evidences in the 
cause ; but as noue of thorn had seen what 
happened, he did not find bis account in the 
prosecution, though ho himself examined all 
the witnesses, and, among other questions, 
asked, whether they had not seen him come 
in like another man and whether they had 
ever seen any other man in such a conmtion 
as tliat in which he had crawled off? but this 
last interrogation they were not obliged to 
answer, because it had a reference fo the 
second discipline he had imdeigone, in which 
they, and they only, were concerned ; and 
no person is bound to give testimony against 
himself. • 

In short, the attorney whs nonsuited, to 
the satisfaction of aU who knew him, and 
found himself under the necessity of proving 
that he hod received, in Course of post, the 
letter which was declared in court a scanda- 
lous forgery, in order to prevent an indict- 
ment with which he was threatened by the 
commodore, who little dreamed that the 
whole afiair had been planned and executed 
by Peregrine and his associates. 

The next enterprise in which this trium- 
virate en^ajjj^, was a sohemc to frighten 
Trunnion with an apparition, which they 
prepared and executed in this manner To 
the hide of a laige ox, Pipes fitted a leathern 
vizor, oi*a most terrible appearance, stretch- 
ed on the jaws of a shark, which he had 
brought from seUi and accommodated with a 
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couple of broad glasses, instead of eyes. On 
the inside of these he placed two rush-lights, 
arid with a composition of sulphur and salt- 
petre, made a pretty large fbse, which he fix- 
ed between two rows of the teeth. This 
equipage being finished, he, one dark night, 
chosen for the purpose, put it on, and follow- 
ing the commodore into a long passage, in 
which he was preceded by Perry with a light 
in his hand, kindled his fire-work with a 
match, and began to bellow like a bulL-— 
The boy, as it was concerted, looking be- 
hind him, screamed aloud, and dropped the 
light, which wad^extinguishod in the fall : 
when Trunnion, alarmed at Ins nephew’s con- 
stemation, exclaimed. — Zounds ! wlmt's 
the matter 1” And turning about lo see the 
cause of bis dismay, beheld a hideous phan- 
-tom vomiting blue flame, which aggravated 
the horrors of its aspect. He was instantly 
seized with an agony of fear, which divested 
him of his reason ; nevertheless, he, as it 
were mechanically, raised his trusty sup- 
porter in his own defence, and the apparition 
advancing towards him, aimed it at this 
dreadful annoyance with such a convulsive 
exertion of strength, that, had not the blow 
chanced to light upon one of the horns, Mr 
Pipes would have had no cause to value him- 
self upon his invention. Misapplied as it 
was, he did not fail to stagger at the shock, 
and, dreading another such salutation, clos- 
ed with the commodore, and having tripped 
up his heels, ^retreated with great expedition. 

It was then that Perognne, pretending to 
recollect himself a htUe, ran with all the 
marks of disturbance and affright, and called 
up the servants td the assistance of their 
master, whom they found in a cold sweat 
upon the floor, his features betokening hor- 
ror and confhsion. Hatchway raised him 
up, and, having comforted him with a cup of 
Nantz, began to inquire into the cause of his 
disorder ; but he could not extract one word 
of answer from his friend, who, after a con- 
siderable pause, during which he seemed to 
be wrapped up in profound contemplation, 
pronounced aloud.— “ By the Lord f Jack, 
you may say what you wool; but I’ll be 
damn’d if it was not Davy Jones himself. I 
know him by his saucer-eyes, liis three rows 
of teeth, his horns and tail, and the blue 
smoke that came out of his nostnls. What 
does the blackguard hell’s baby wont with 
me 1 I am sure I never committed murder, 
exebpt in the way of my predession, nor 
wronged any man whatsomever, slnco I first 
went to sea.” This same Davy Jones, ac- 
cording to the mythology of sailors, is the 
fiend that presides over w the evil spirits of 
the deep, and is often seen in various shapes, 
p^hing among the rigging on the eve of 
nurnoanes, shipwrecks, ana other disasters, 
to i^hich a sea&rioglifb is exposed; wami^ 
the devotOd wretch of death and wo. No 
wonder, then, tliat Trunnion was disturbed 
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by a supposed visit of this (lenion» whioh, in 
his opinion, foreboded some dreadful ca- 
lamity. 


CHAPTJER XIV. 

He is alson by their advice^ engaged in an 
adventure with the exciseman^ who does 
not find his account in his own drollery . 


Howsoever preposterous and unaccountable 
that passion may be whicl^rompts persons, 
otherwise generous and sympathising, to af- 
flict and perplex their fellow-creatures, cer- 
tain It is, our confederates entertained such 
a large proportion of it, that, not satisfied 
With the pranks they had already played, 
they still persecuted the commodore without 
reasing. In the course of his own history, 
the particulars of which he delighted to re- 
count, he had often; rehearsed an adventure 
of deer-stealing, in which (during the un- 
thinking impetuosity of his youth) he had 
been unfortunately concerned. Far from 
succeeding in that achievement, he and his 
associates had (it seems) been made prison- 
ers, after an obstinate engagement with the 
keepers, and carried before a neighbouring 
justice of the peace, who used Trunnion 
with great indignity, and with his compan- 
ions committed him to jail. 

His own relations, and particularly an un- 
do, on whom he chiefly deperlHed, treated 
him during his confinement with great rigour 
and inhumanity, and absolutely refused to in- 
terpose their influence in Ins behalf, unless 
he would sign a writing, obliging himself to 
go to sea within thirty days after his release, 
under fJie penalty of being proceeded against 
as a felon. The alternative was, cither to 
undergo this voluntary exile, or remain in 
prison, disowned and deserted by every body, 
^d, after all, suffer an ignominious trial, 
that might end in a sentence of transporta- 
tion for life. He therefore, without much 
hesitation, embraced the proposal of his 
Kmsman, and (as he observed) was, in less 
tliaii a month after his discharge, turned 
adnft to the mercy of the wind and waves. 

Since that period he had never maintained 
any correspondence with his relations, all of 
whom had concurred in sending him off: nor 
would he ever pay the least regard to the 
numihatieBs and supplications of some 
arm g them, who had prostrated themselves 
before hun, on the advancement of his for- 
tuno ; but he^ retained a most inveterate re- 
sentment against his uncle, who was still in 
.ioagh extremely old and infirm, and 
trequemiy mentioned hia name with all the 
hittcntess of revei^. 

Ptony pei^y well acquainted with 
fto Mrticiitora of this story, which he had 
heard so often repeated, proposed to Ilatch- 
way, that a peieon should be hired to intro- 


duce himself to the commodore, with a 
suppositious letter of recommendation from 
this detested kinsman; an imposition that, 
in ail likelihood, would afford abundance of 
diversion. 

The lieutenant relished the scheme, and 
young Pickle having composed an epistle for 
the occasion, the exciseman of the parish, a 
fellow of great impudence and some humour, 
in whom Hatchway could confide, undertook 
to transcribe and deliver it with his own 
hand, and also personate the man in whose 
favour it was feigned to be writ. He accord- 
ingly one morning arrived qp horseback at 
the garrison, two hours at least before Tniii- 
nion used to get up, and gavS Pipes, who 
admitted him, to understand, that he had a 
letter for his master, which he was ordered 
to deliver to none but the commodore him- 
self. This message was no sooner commu- 
nicated, than the indignant chief (who had 
been waked for the purpose) began to curse 
the messenger for breaking his rest, and 
awore he would not budge tnl his usual time 
of turning out. This resolution being con- 
veyed to the stran^r, he desired the carrier 
to go back and tell him he had such joyful 
tidings to impart that he was sure the com- 
modore woula think himself amply rewarded 
for his trouble, oven if he had been raised 
from the grove to receive them. 

This assurance, flattering as it was, would 
not have been powerful enough to persuade 
him, had it not been assisted with the ex- 
hortations of his spouse, which never failed 
to influence »‘is conduct. He therefore crept 
out of bed, though not without great repug- 
nance, ami, wrapping himself in his morning 

f own, was supported down stairs, rubbing 
is eye, yawning fearfully, and grumbling all 
Uie way. As soon os he popped liis head 
into the parlour, the supposed stranger made 
divert^, awkward bows, and witli a grinning 
aspect accosted him in these words ! Your 
most humble servant, most noble commodore! 

I hope you are in good health; you look 
pure and hearty ; and, if it was not for that 
misfortune of your eye, one would not desire 
to see a more pleasant countenance in a 
summer’s day. Sure as ! am a living soul, 
one would take you to be on tliis side of 
threescore. Laud* help us ! I should have 
known you to be a Trunnion, if I had met 
with you in the midst of Salisbury plain, as 
the saying is.” The commodore, who was 
not at all in the humour of rehshing such an 
impertinent preamble, interrupted him in 
this place, saying, with a peevish accent, 

” Pshaw ! pshaw ! brother, there’s no occa- 
sion to bowse out so much unnecossaiy gum ; 
if you can’t bring your discourse to bear on 
the right subject, you had much better clan, a 
Htop{ieronf * 


— ^ wvvw* ub 

ronyourton^e, and bring yourself up, 
d’ye see : I was told you had something to 
“ Deliver !” cried the woffirish im- 


dcliver.” « Deliver !”' cried the wag^lTim- 
postor, odds heart ! I have got something 
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for you that will make your very entrails re- 
joice within your bo^. Here’s a letter from 
a dear and worthy mend of yours. Take, 
read it, and be happy. Blessings on his old 
heart ! one would think he had renewed his 
a^e, like the eagles.” Trunnion’s expecta- 
tion being thus raised, he called for his spec^ 
tacles, adjusted them to his eye, took the 
letter, and, being curious to know the sub- 
scription, no sooner perceived his uncle’s 
name, than he started Wk, his lip quivered, 
and he began to shake in every Ihnb with re- 
sentment and surprise ; nevertheless, eager 
to know the subject of an epistio from a per- 
son who had never before troubled him with 
any sort of odUress, he endeavoured to recol- 
lect himself, and perused the contents, which 
were these : 

Loving Nephew, 

“ I doubt not but you will be rejoiced to 
hear of my welfare ; and well you may, con- 
sidering what a kind uncle 1 have been to 
you in the days of your youth, and how lit- 
tle you deserved any such thing; for you 
was always a graceless voung man, given to 
wicked courses and baa companv, whereby 
you would have come to a shameful end, had 
jt not been for my care in sending you out 
of mischiefs way. But this is not the cause 
of iny present writing. The hearer, Mr 
Timothy Trickle, is a distant relation of 
yours, being the son of the cousin of your 
aunt Margery, and is not over and above well 
as to w’ondly matters. lie thinks of going 
to liondon, to see for some post in the ex- 
cise or customs, if so be that you will recom- 
mend him to some great man of your ac- 
quaintance, and give him a small matter to 
keep him till he is provided. I doubt not, 
nephew, but you will be glad to serve him, 
if it was no more but for the respect you 
boar to me, who am, loving nephew, your 
affectionate uncle, and servant to comqjond, 

“ Tobiah Trunnion.” 

It would be a difficult task for the iniinita- 
He Hogarth himself to exhibit the ludicrous 
expression of tlie commodore’s countenance, 
while ho read this Iciien It was not a stare 
of astonishment, a convulsion pf rage, or a 
ghastly grin of revenge, but an association 
of all three, that took possession of his fea- 
tures. At length he hawKed iip, with incre- 
dible straining, the -interjection ah! that 
seemed to have stuck some time in his 
windpipe, and time gave vent to his indigna- 
tion ; “ Have I come alongside of you at 
lost, you old stinking cuttnud^on ! You lie, 
you lousy hulk, yon lie— you did all in your 
power to founder me when I wa.'^ a stripling ; 
and as forgoing graceless, and wicked, and 
keeping had company, you tell a damned he 
again, you Ihici; there was not a more 
peaceable lad in the county, and I k^ no 
bad company but your own, d’ye see. There- 
fore', you Trickle, or what’s your name, tell 
.the Old rascal that sent you hither, that J 


spit in his face, and call him horse ; that I 
tear his letter into rags, so ; and that I tram- 
ple upon it as I would upon his own villanous 
carcass, dVe see.” So saying, he danced 
in a sort or frenzy upon the fragments of the 
paper, which he ha(\ scattered about the 
room, to the inexpressible satisfaction of the 
triumvirate, who beheld the scene. 

The exciseman having got between him 
and the door, which was left open for hin 
escape, in case of necessity, affected great 
confusion and surprise at his bcliaviour, say- 
ing, with an air of mortification, — “ Lord be 
merciful unto me ! is this the way you treat 
your own relations, and the recommendation 
of you best friend 1 Surely all gratitude and 
virtue have left this sinful world ! What will 
cousin Tim, and Dirk, and Tom, and good 
mother Pipkin, and her daughters, cousins 
Sue, and Prue, and Peg, with all the rest of 
our kinsfolk, say, when they hear of this un- 
conscionable reception that I have met with ? 
Consider, sir, that ingratitude is worse than 
the sin of witchcraft, as tljc apostle wisely 
oWrves; and do not send me away with 
such unchristian usage, which will lay a 
heavy load of guilt upon your poor miserable 
soul.” “ What, you are on a cruise for a 
post, brother Trickle, an't yel” (said Trun- 
nion, interrupting him) “ we shall find a post 
for you in a trice, my boy. Here, Pipes, 
take this saucy son of a bitch, belay liim to 
the whipping-post in the yard. PU teach 
you to roiise^ie in the^ morning with such 
Impertinent messages.”* Pipes, who wanted 
to carry the joke farther than the exciseman 
dreamed of, laid ho^d of him in a twinkling, 
and executed the orders of his commander, 
notwithstanding alT his nods, winking, and 
significant ^stiires, which the boatswaiira 
mate woiilu by no means understand : so 
that he began to repent of the part he acted 
in this pe^nnance, which was like to end 
so tragically, and stood fastened to the stalie, 
in a very disagreeable slate of suspense, 
casting many a rueful look over his loft 
shoulder (while Pljms was absent in quest of 
a cat-o’-nine toils), m expectation of being 
relieved by the interposition of the lieuten- 
ant, who did not, however, appear. Tom, 
returning with the instrument of correction, 
undressed the delinquent in a trice, and 
whispenng in Iiis ear that he was very sorry 
for being employed in such an office, but 
durst not for his soul disobey the orders 4‘f 
his commander, ffourished the scourge about 
his head, and, with admirable dexterity, 
mode such a smarting application to the 
offender's back and shoulders, that the de- 
tracted gauger performed sundry new cuts 
with his feet, and bellowed hideously with 
pain, to the infinite satisfaction of the spec- 
tators. At length, when he was almost ffeaed 
from his rump to the nape of his neck, 
Hatchway, who had purposely absented him- 
self hitherto, appeared in the yard, and inter- 
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posing in his behalf, prevailed upon Trunnion to devour his chagrin, and extend his for- 
to rail off the executioner^ and ordered the giveness even to Pipes, whom, in the first 
malefactor to bo released. sally of his passion, he haff looked upon in a 

The excisoinan, mad with the catastrophe more criminal light than that of a simple 
he had undergone, threatened to be reveng- mutineer. This determination was second- 
ed upon Ins employee, by making a candid ed by another, which he thought absolute! v 
confcbsion of tlie whole plot ; but the lieu- necessary for his oWn repose, and in winch 
tenant giving him to understand, that, in so his own interest and that of his nephew con- 
doiiig, he would bring upon himself a prose- curred. 

cutioii for fraud, forgery, and imposture, he Peregnne, who was now turned of twelve, 
was fain to put up with his loss, and sneaked had made such advances under the instruc- 
out of the ^rrison, attended with a volley tion of Jermings, that he often disputed upon 
of curses discharged upon him by the com- grammar, and was sometimes thought to 
niodorc, who was exceedingly irritated by nave the better in his contests with the 
the disturbance and disappointment he had parish priest, who, notwitlistanding this ac-r 
undergone. knowledged superiority of his antagonist, did 

great justice to his genius, which he assured 
Mr Trunnion would be lost for want of cuU 
CHAPTER XV. tivation, if the boy was not immediately sent 

to prosecute his studies at some proper se- 
The commodore detects the machinations minaiy of learning. 
o f the conspirators^ ami hires a tutor f<ft This maxim had been more than once in- 
Feregrinct whom he settles at Winches- culcated upon the commodore by Mrs Trun- 
ter schooL jiion, who, over and above the defercnc'' she 

paid to the parson’s opinion, had o reason 
This was not the least affliction he suffered of her own for wishing to sec the house clear 
from the unwearied endeavours and unex- of Peregrine, at whose prying disposition 
hausted invention of his tormentors, who she began to be very uneasy. Induced by 
harassed him with such a variety of mischiev- these motives, which were joined by the so- 
ous pranks, that he began to think all the licitation of the youth liunscif, who ardently 
devils in hell had conspired against his longed to sec a little more of the world, his 
peace ; and accordingly became very serious uncle determined to send him tbrtliwith to 
and contemplative on the subject. Winchester, under the immediate care and 

In the course of his meditatffoiis, when he inspection of a governor, to whom he allow- 
recollected and compared the circumstances cd a very hnnc&omc appointment for that 
of every mortification to which he had been purpose. T’.is gentleman, whose name win? 
lately exposed, he could, not help suspecting Mr Jacob Julter, had been scliool-fellow 
that some of them must ha\c been contrived with the parson of the parish, who recoin- 
to vex him ; and, as he was not ignorant of mended him to Mrs Tninnion as a person 
his lieutenant’s disposition, nor unacquamt- of great worth and learning, in every respect 
cd wth the talents of Peregrine, he resolved qualified for the office of a tutor, lie hke- 
to observe them both for the future with the wise added, by way of eulogiutti, that he was 
utmost care and circumspection. This re- a rnqp of exemplary piety, and particularly 
solution, aided by the incautious conduct of zealous for the honour of the church, of 
the conspirators^ whom, by this time, sue- which he was a member, having been many 
cess had rendered heedless and indiscreet, years in holy orders, though he did not then 
was attended with the desired effect. He in exercise any function of tlie priesthood. 1n- 
a little time detected Perry in a new plot, deed Mr Jolter’s artial was so exceedingly 
and, by dint of a little chastisement and a fisrvent, os on sonic occasions to get the bet- 
great mny threats, extorted ftoin him a ter of liis discretion; for, being a high 
confession of all the contrivances in which churchman, and of consequence a malcon- 
he had been concerned. The commodore tent, liis resentment was habituated into an 
was thunderstruck at the discoveiy, and so insurmountable prejudice against the present 
much Hicensed against Hatchway for the disposition of affairs, which, by confounding 
part hsii^ad acted in the whole, that he de- the nation with the ministry, sometimes leu 
iibci^ied with himself wliether lie should him into erroneous, not to .say absurd, calcii- 
deinattdSfttiifaction with sword and pistol, lations; otherwise a man of good moiak, well 
or dismiss him from the garrison, and re- versed in mathematics and school divinity, 
'lounc^ aU friendship with him at once. But studies which liad not at all contributed to 
lie bad been so long accustomed to Jack’s sweeten and urihend tlio naturi^l sourness 
company, that he could not live without and severity of liis complexion. * 

him ; and, upon more cool reflection, per- This gentleman being destined to the 
ceivii^ that what he had done was rather charge of superintending Perry’s education, 
the effect of wantonness than malice, which every thinff was prepared for their departure ; 
he himself would have laughed to see take and Tom in consequence of bis own 
place upon any other person, he determined petition, put into livery, and appointed foot- 
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man to liio youri^j sqiiiro. But before they 
set out, the commodore paid the compliinmit 
of coniimiiiicatin;r his design to Mr Pickle, 
who approved of tlie plan, though he durst 
riol venture to sec the boy ; so much was he 
intimidated by the remonstrances of his wife, 
whose adversion to her first-born became 
every day more inveterate and unaccountable. 
This unnatural caprice seemed to be sup- 
ported by a consideration wliicli (one would 
imagine) might have rather vanquished h(*r 
disgust. Her second son Gam, who was 
now in the fourth year of his age, had been 
rickety from the cradle, and as remarkably 
'inpromising “iri appearance as Perry was 
agreeable in Ins person. As the deformity 
increased, tlie mother's fondness was aug- 
mented, and the virulence of her hate against 
the other son seemed to prevail in the same 
proportion. 

Far from allowing P(*rry the common priv- 
ih'ges of a child, she would not suffer him to 
approach his father’s house, expressed unea- 
bincss whenever liih name iiappciicd to be 
mentioned, sickened at his praise, and in alhre- 
spects behaved liki* a most rancorous ste])-mo- 
♦her. Tliough she* no longer retained tliat ri- 
diculous notion of his being an impostor, she 
ftill continued to abhor him, as if she really 
helicved him to be such ; and when any per- 
son desired tt> know the cause of her surpris- 
ing dislike, she always lost her temper, and 
peevishly lephcd, that she had rea^^ons of 
lier own, w Inch she was not obliged to do- 
<*lare ; nay, so much w as she aflected by this 
vitioiis partiality, that she broke off all com- 
merce with her sister-in-law and the commo- 
dore, because they favoured the poor child 
with their countenance and protection. 

Her malice, howtner, was frustrated by 
the love and generoh ty of Trunnion, who, 
having adopted linn as his own son, equip- 
ped him accordingly, and carried him and his 
governor in Ins own coach to the place of 
tiostinatioii, where they were settled on a 
i^ery genteel fooling, and every thing regu- 
lated according to their desires. 

Mrs Trunnion l)eha\ ed \\ ith great decency 
at the departure of Jier nephew, to whom, 
with a great many pious advices and injunc- 
tions to behave vvitli submission and rever- 
ence towards his tutor,i&ho presented a dia- 
mond ring of small i alne, and a gold medal, 
as tokens of licr a&ction and esteem. As 
for the lieutenant, lie accompanied them in 
the coach ; and sucli was the fricndshiji ho 
liad contracted for Perry, that, when the 
commodore proposed to return, after having 
accomplished the intent of his journey, Jack 
absolutely refused to attend him, and signi- 
fied his resolution to stay where he was. 

Trunnion was tlie more startled at this 
‘declaration, as Hatchway was become so 
necessary to him in almost all the purposes 
of his life, that he foresaw ho should not be 
able to exist without his company. Not a 


little atfected with this consideration, ho 
turned his eye ruefully upon the lieutenant, 
.•saying, in a piteous tone. — “ What ! leave 
me at last, Jack, after we have weathered so 
many hard gales together ! Damn my limbs ! 
1 thought you had been more of an honest 
heart : I looked upln you as my foremast, 
and Tom Pipes as my inizen ; now he is car- 
ried away, if so be as you go too, niy stand- 
ing rigging being decayed, d’ye sec, the first 
squall will bring mo by the board. Damn 
ye, if ill case I have given ofTence, can’t you 
speak above board, and I shall make you 
amends.” 

Jack being ashamed to own tlie true situ- 
ation of Ills thoughts, after some hesitation, 
answered with perplexity and incoherence, 
— “ No, demmo ! that aii’t tlie case neither ; 
to be sure yon always used me in an officer- 
like manner, that I mupt own, to gi\ e the 
devil his due, as the saying is ; but for all tliat, 
tins here is the case, I have some thoughts 
of going to school myself to learn your I^'itin 
lingo ; for, as the saying is, better lute mend 
than never ; and I am informed as how one 
can get more for the money here than any 
where else.” 

In vain did Trunnion endeavour to con- 
vince him of the folly of going to school at 
his years, by representing that the boys would 
make game of him, and that he would become 
a laughing-stock to all the world ; he persist- 
ed in Ins resolution to stay, and the commo- 
don* v'iis fain to have recourse to the mcdi- 
lion of I’ipes and .Perry, who employed 
their influence with Jack, and at last prevail- 
ed upon him to return to the garrison, after 
Trunnion had pwnnised he should be at Lb- 
orty to visit thp‘v once a month. This stip- 
ulation being settled, he and Ins fnend took 
leave of the pupil, governor, and attendant, 
and next morning set out for their habitation, 
which they reached in safety that same night. 

Such was Hatchway’s reluctance to leave 
Peregrine, tlint he is said, for tJie first tini» 
in liis lift*, to have lookt'd misty at parting ; 
certain T am, that on llie road homewards, 
after a long pause of silence, which the com- 
modore never dreamed of interrupting, he 
exclaimed all of a .sudden, “ I’ll be damn’d if 
the dog han’t given me .some stuff to make 
me love him.” Indeed tlierc wa.s something 
congenial in the di!*po.sition of these two 
friends, which nevc*r failed to manifest Pself 
in the sequel, howsoever different their edu- 
cation, circumstances, and connexions hap- 
pened to be. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

Perpfrrine distinguishes himself among his 
school-feliotvs, exposes his tutor, and ah 
tracts the particular notice of the master. 

Thus left to the prosecution cf his studies, 
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Peregrine was in a little time a distinguish- 
ed character, not only for his acuteness of 
apprehension, but also for that mischievous 
fertility of fancy, of which we have already 
given such pregnant examples. But, as there 
was a great riumbt^r of such luminaries in this 
new sphere to which hcL belonged, his talents 
were not so conspicuous, whue they shone 
111 his single capacity, as they afterwards ap- 
peared, wTien they concentered and reflected 
the rays of the whole constellation. 

Ai first he confined himself to piddling 
game, exercising his genius upon his own tu- 
tor, who attracted his attention by endea- 
vouring to season his mind with certain po- 
litical maxims, the fallacy of which he had 
discernment enough to perceive. Scarce a 
day passed in which he did not find means to 
render Mr Jolter the object of ridicule; his 
violent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, awkward 
solemnity, and ignorance of mankind, afford- 
ed continual food for the raillery, petulance, 
and satire of his pupil, who never neglected 
an opportunity of laughing, and making 
others laugh, at his expense. 

Sometimes, in their parties, by mixing 
brandy in his wine, he decoyed this peda- 
gogue into a debauch, during which his cau- 
tion forsook him, and he exposed himself to 
the censure of the company. Sometimes, 
when the conversation turned upon intricate 
subjects, he practised upon him the Socratic 
method of confutation, and, under pretence 
of being informed, by an artful train of puz- 
zling questions, insensibly betrayed him into 
self-contradiction. 

All the remains of authority which he had 
hitherto preserved over Peregrine soon van- 
ished ; so that, for the futile, no sort of cer- 
emony subsisted betwixt them, and all Mr 
Jolter’s precepts were conveyed in hints of 
friendly advice, which the other might either 
follow or neglect at his own pleasure. No 
wonder then that Peregrine gave a loose to 
liis inclinations, and by dint of genius, and 
an enterprising temper, made a figure among 
the younger class of heroes in the school. 

Before he had been a full year at Win- 
chester, he had signalized himself in so many 
achievements in defiance to the laws and 
regulations of the place, that he was looked 
upon with admiration, and actually chosen 
dux, or leader, by a large body of his con- 
temporaries. It was not long before his 
fame reached the ears of his master, who 
sent tor Mr Joker, communicated to him 
the informat* ns he had received, and desir- 
ed him to check the vivacity of his charge, 
and redouble his vigilance in time to come, 
else he should be obliged to make a public 
example of his pupil for the benefit of the 
school. 

The governor, conscious of his own unim- 
portance, wan not a little disconcerted at this 
injunction, which it was not in his power to 
fulfil by any compulsive means. He there- 


fore went home in a very pensive mood, and, 
after mature deliberation, resolved to expos- 
tulate with Peregrine in the most familiar 
terms, and endea.vour to dissuade him from 
practices which might affect his character as 
well as interest. He accordingly frankly told 
him the subject of the master’s discourse, re- 
presented the disgrace lie might incur by ne- 
glecting this warning, and, putting him in 
mind of his own situation, hinted the conse- 
quences of the commodore’s displeasure, in 
case he should be brought to disapprove of 
his conduct. These insinuations made the 
greater impression, os they wore delivered 
with many expressions of friendship and con- 
cern. The young gentleman *vas not so 
raw but that he could perceive the solidity of 
Mr Jolter’s advice, to which iio promised to 
conform, because his pride w'as interested in 
the affair; and he considered his own refor- 
mation as the only means of avoiding that 
mfamy which (even in idea) he could not 
bear. 

His governor, finding him so reasonable, 
profited by these moments of reflection, and, 
in order to prevent a relapse, proposed that 
he should engage in sojne delightful study, 
that would a^ecably amuse his imagination, 
and gradually detach him from those connex- 
ions which had involved him in so many 
troublesome adventures. For this purpose, 
he, with many rapturr'us encomiums, recom- 
mended the mathematics, as yielding more 
rational an<l sensible pleasure to a youthiiil 
1 fancy than any other subject of contempla- 
tion, and actually beixan to read Euclid witli 
him that same after Jioon. 

Peregrine entered upon this branch of 
learning with all that warmth of application 
which boys commonly yield on tin- first 
change of study; but he had scarce advanced 
beyond the pons asinorum when his ardour 
abated; the test of truth by demonstration 
did not •elevate liim to those transports of 
joy with which his preceptor had regaled his 
expectation ; and before he arrived at the for- 
tieth-and-sevenlh proposition, he began to 
yawn drearily, make abundance of wry faces, 
and thought himself bul; indifferently paid for 
his attention, when he shared the vast dis- 
covery of Pythagoras, and understood tliat 
the square of the hypothenusc was equal to 
the squares of the other two sides of a right- 
angled triangle. He was ashamed, however, 
to fail in his undertaking, and persevered 
with great industry, until he had finished the 
first four books, acquired plain trigonometry, 
with the method of algebraical calculation, 
and made himself well acquainted with the 
principles of surveying. But no considera- 
tion could prevail upon him to extend his 
inquiries farther in this science, and lie re- 
turned with double relish to his former avo- 
cations, like a stream, which, being dammed, 
accumulates more force, and bursting over its 
mounds rushes down with double impetuosity. 
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Mr Jolter saw with astonishment and cha- 
grin, but could not resist the torrent, llis 
behaviour was now no other than a series 
of license and effrontery ; prank succeeded 
prank, and outrage followed outrage, with 
surprising velocity. Complaints were every 
day preferred against him ; in vain were ad- 
monitions bestowed by the governor in pri- 
vate, and menaces discharged by the masters 
in public ; he disregarded the first, despised 
the latter, divested himself of all manner of 
restraint, and proceeded in his career to such 
a pitch of audacity, that a consultation was 
held upon the subject, in which it was deter- 
mined that this untoward spirit should be 
humbled by* a severe and ignominious flog- 
ging for the very next offence he should 
commit. In the mean time, Mr Jolter was 
desired to write, in the master’s name, to 
the commodore, requesting him to remove 
'I’om Pipes from the person of his nephew, 
the said Pipes being a principal actor and 
abettor in all his malversations; and to put 
a stop to the monthly visitations of the mu- 
tilated lieutenant, who had never once failed 
to use his permission, but came punctual to 
a day, alw’^ays fraught with some new inven- 
tion. Indeed, by this time, Mr Hatchway 
was as well known, and much better beloved, 
by every boy in the school, than the master 
who instructed him, and always received by 
a number of scholars, who used to attend 
Peregrine when lie went forth to meet his 
friend, and conduct him to his lodging with 
public testimonies of joy and applause. 

As for Tom Pipes, he was not so properly 
the attendant of Peregrine, as master of the 
revels to the whole school. He mingled in 
all their parties, and superintended their di- 
versions, deciding between boy and boy, as if 
ho acted by commission under the great seal. 
He regulated their motions by his whistle, 
instructed the young boys in the games of 
hustle-cap, leap-frog, and chuck-f9,rthing; 
imparted to those of a more advanced age 
the sciences of cribbage and all-fours, toge- 
ther with the method of storming the castle, 
acting the comedy of l^rincc Arthur, and other 
pantomimes, as they arc commonly exhibited 
at sea ; and instructed the seniors, who were 
distinguished by the appellation of bloods, in 
cudgel playing, dancing the St Giles’s horn- 
pipe, drinking flip, and smoking tobacco. 
These qualifications had rendered him so 
necessary and acceptable to the scholars, ' 
that, exclusive of Perry’s concern in the af- 
fair, his dismission, in nil probability, would 
have produced some dangerous convulsion iu 
the community. Jolter, therefore, knowing 
his importance, informed his pupil of the di- 
rections he had received, and very candidly 
.asked how he should demean himself in the 
execution, for he durst not w'rite to the com- 
modore without this previous notice, fearing 
that the young gentleman, as soon as he 
should get an inkling of the affair, would fol- 
I 


low the example, and make his uncle ac- 
quainted with certain anecdotes, which it 
was the governor’s interest to keep conceal- 
ed. Peregrine was of opinion that he should 
spare himself the trouble of conveying any 
complaints to the ccnnrnodore ; ancf if ques- 
tioned by the master, assure him he had 
complied with his desire ; at the same time 
he promised faithfully to conduct himself 
with such circumspection for the future, that 
the masters should have no temptation to re- 
vive the inquiry. But the resolution attend- 
ing this extorted promise was too frail to 
last, and, in less than a fortnight, our young 
hero found himself entangled in an adventure, 
from which he was not extricated with his 
usual good fortune. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

He is concerned in a dangermis adventure 
with a certain gardener — sublimes his 
ideas, commences gallant, and becomes 
acquainted with Miss Emily Gauntlet. 

He and some of his companions one day en- 
tered a garden in the suburbs, and, having 
indulged their appetites, desired to know 
what satisfaction they must make for the 
fruit they had pulled. The gardener demand- 
ed what (in their opinion) was an exorbitant 
price, and they, with many opprobrious terms, 
refused to pay it. The peasant being surly 
and untractable, insisted upon bis right ; nei- 
ther Avas he deficient nor sparing in the elo- 
quence of vulgar abuse. His guests attempted 
to retreat; a scuffle ensued, in which Pere- 
grine lost his cap; and the gardener, being 
ill danger from the number of his foes, called 
to his wife to let loose the dog, who instantly 
flew to his master’s assistance, and, after 
having tore the leg of one, and the shoulder 
of another, put the whole body of the scho- 
lars to flight. Enraged at the indignity which 
had been offered them, they solicited a rein- 
forcement of their friends, and, with Tom 
Pipes at their head, marched back to the field 
of battle. Their adversary, seeing them ap- 
proach, called his apprentice, who worked at 
the other end of the ground, to his assistance, 
armed him with a mattock, while himscli’ 
wielded a hoe, bolted his door on tlie inside, 
and, flanked with his man and mastiff, waited 
the attack without flinching. He had not re- 
mained three minutes in his posture of de- 
fence, when Pipes, who acted as the enemy’^ 
forlorn hope, advanced to the gate with groat 
intrepidity, and clapping his foot to the door, 
which was none of the stoutest, with the ex- 
ecution and despatch of a petard, split it into 
a thousand pieces. This sudden execution 
had an immediate effect upon the ’prentice, 
who retreated with great precipitation, and 
escaped at a postern. But tin* master placed 
himself, like another Hercules, iu the breach ; 
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and when Pipes, brandishing his cudgel, step- 
ped forward to engage him, levelled hia wea- 
pon with such force and dexterity ut his head, 
that, had tlie scull been made of penetrable 
bluff, the iron edge must have cleft his pate 
ill twain. Caseinated os he was, the instni- 
iiicnt cut sheer even to the bone, on which 
it struck with such amazing violence, that 
sparks of real tire were produced by the col- 
lision. And let not the incredulous reader 
j.rt'tend to doubt the truth of tliis phenome- 
lion, until he shall have first perused the in- 
genious Peter Kolben’s Natural History of 
the Cape of Good Hope, where the inhabi- 
tants commonly use to strike fire with the 
shin-bones of lions, wliich have been killed 
in that part of Africa. 

Pipes, though a little disconcerted, far 
from being disabled by the blow, in a trice 
retorted the compliment with his truncheon, 
which, had not his antagonist cxpcditioiis'.y 
f-lipped his head aside, would have laid him 
breathlowss across his own threshold ; but hap- 
pily lor him, he received the salutation upon 
his right sliouldcr, wliicli crashed beneath the 
stroke, and the hoe dropped instantly from 
his tingling hand. Torn perceiving, and be- 
ing unwilling to forego the advantage he had 
gained, darted his head into the bosom of 
this son of earth, and overturned him on the 
plain, being himself that instant a.ssaulted by 
the maslilf, who fastened upon the outside 
of Ills thigh. Feeling himself incommoded 
by rliis assailant in his rear, he jquitted the 
prostrate gardener to the resentment of his 
a^'Sociates, who poured upon him in shoals, 
and, turning about, laid hold with both his 
hands of this ferocious aninfurs throat, which 
he seized witli such incredible force and per- 
.sevcrancc, that the creature (juitied his hold, 
hid tongue lolled out of his jaws, the blood 
started from his eyes, and he .swung a lifeless 
trunk between the hands of his vanquisher. 

It was w'cll for his master that he did not 
longer exist! for by this time ho was over- 
whelmed by such a multitude of foes, that 
his whole body scarce afforded points of con- 
tact to all the fists that drummed upon it; 
couscqucnlly, to use a vulgar phrase, his 
wind was almost knocked out, before Pipes 
had leisure to iiiterpo.se in his behalf, and 
persuade his offenders to desist, by repro- 
s enting that his wife had gone to alarm the 
neighbourhood, and thai in all probability 
they would be intercepted in their return. 
They accordingly listened to his remon- 
btrances, .in l marcl' ^d homewards in tri- 
umph, leaving the gardener in the embraces 
of his mothov earth, from which fie had not 
power to move when he was found by his 
ilisconsolate helpmate and some friends, 
whom she had assembled for his assistance. 
Among these was a blacksmith and a fiirrior, 
who took cognizance of his carcass, every 
lunb of wdiich having examined, he declared 
there was no bone broke, aiid, la' iug out his 


fieam, blooded him plentifully as he lay. He 
was then conveyed to his bed, from which he 
was not able to stir during a whole month. 
His family coming upon the parish, a formal 
complaint was made to the master of the 
school, and Peregrine represented as the 
ringleader of those who committed this bar- 
barous assault. An inquiry was immediately 
set on foot, and the articles of impeachmeni 
being fully proved, our hero was sentenced 
to be "severely chastised in the face of the 
whole school. This was a disgrace, the 
thoughts of which his proud heart could not 
brook. He resolved to make Jiis elopement 
rather than undergo the punishment to whicli 
ho was doomed ; and having signified his sen- 
timents to liis confederates, they promised, 
one and all, to stand by him, and either 
screen him from the chastisement, or share 
his fiito. 

Confiding in this fni'iidly prot 'station, he 
appeared unconcerned on the day that wa:- 
appointed for his punishment ; and, wdien In' 
was called to his destiny, advanced towards 
the scene, attendiid by the greatest part of 
the scholars, who intimated their determina- 
tion to the master, and propos(?d that Pere- 
grine should be forgiven. The superior be- 
haved with that dignity of dimuianor wdiich 
became his place, represented the folly and 
presumption of tlv ir demand, reprehended 
them for their audacious proceeding, and 
ordered every boy to his respective station 
They obeyed his command, and oiir unfortu- 
nate hero was publicly horsed in terrorem 
of all wlinra it Might concern. 

This disgrace iiad a very i-ire/t 

upon the mind of Peregrine, who, having by 
this time passed the fourteenth \..;!rof hiV 
age, began to adopt the pride and sentiments 
of a man. Thus di.shonoiirably stigmatized, 
he was ashamed to appear in public as usual, 
he was incensed against hi.s companions for 
their infidelity and irresolution, and plunged 
into a profound reverie that lusted several 
weeks, during which he shook off his hoyisli 
connexions, and fixed his view upon objects 
which he tlioiight mora worthy of his atten- 
tion. 

In the course of his gymnastic exercises, 
at which he was very expert, he contracleil 
intimacies with seVTjral youths who wen* 
greatly his superiors in. point of age, and 
who, pleased with his aspiring genius and 
address, introduced him into parties of gal- 
lantry, which strongly captivated his iirdi- 
nation. He was by nature particularly adapt- 
ed for succeeding in adventures of this kind : 
over and above a most engaging person, that 
improved with Ids years, he possessed a dig. 
nified assurance, and ngreeable ferocit^'. 
whicli enhanced the conquest of the fair who. 
had the good fortune to enslave him, unlim- 
ited generosity, and a fund of humour whicli 
never foiled to »)lcjise. Nor was lie deficient 
1 in the mure solid accomplishments of youth. 
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htj had profited in his studies beyond expec- 
tation ; and besides that sensibility of dis- 
cernment which is the foundation of taste, 
and in conseciuence of which he distinguish- 
ed and enjoyed the beauties of the classics, 
he had already given several specimens of a 
very promising poetic talent. 

With this complexion and these qualifica- 
tions, no wonder that our hero attracted the 
notice and affections of the young Delias in 
town, whose hearts had just begun to flutter 
for they knew not what. Inquiries were 
made concerning his condition ; and no 
sooner were [lis expectations known, than 
he was invited and caressed by all the pa- 
rents. whilfi their daughters vied with each 
other in treating him with particular com- 
placency. lie inspired Jove and emulation 
wherever he appeared; envy and jealous 
rage followed of course : so that he became 
a very desirable, though a very dangerous 
aeijuaintanee. Ills niodcr«ition was not 
equal to his success : his vanity took the 
load of his passions, dissipating his atten- 
tion, which might otlicrwise have fixed him 
to one object ; and he was possessrid with 
the rngc of increasing tlic number of his con- 
quests. AV ith this view' he frequented pub- 
lic walks, concerts, and assemblies, became 
remarkably rich and fashionable iu his clothes, 
gave entertainments to the ladies, and was 
in the utmost hazard of luriiiiig out a most 
egregious coxcomb. 

While his character thus wavered between 
the ridicule of some and the regard of others, 
an aeeidejii; haj)[umed, wdiich, W contracting 
Ills view to one objeet, detacliod him from 
those vain jmrsuits ihat would in time have 
jilungcd him into the abyss of folly and con- 
fcMnpt. lleiiig one evening at the ball which 
IS always given to the ladies at the tiiim of 
flic rai'(‘s, the person who acted as master 
of the ceremonies, knowing how fond Mr 
Tickle was of every opportunity to display 
liiniself, came up and told him that there was 
a line young creature at the other end of tlie 
room, who seemed to have a great inclina- 
tion to dance a rninucit, but wanted a partner, 
ihe gentleman who attended licr being in 
boots. 

Peregrine’s vanity being aroused at this 
intimation, he went up to reconnoitre the 
young lady, and was struck with ndimratiou 
at her beauty. She seemed to be of his own 
age, w'as tall, and, though slender, exquisite- 
ly shaped; lier hair was auburn, and iu such 
jilonty , that the barbarity of dress had not been 
able to prevent it from shading both sides of 
her forehead, which was high and polished ; 
the contour of her face was oval, her nose very 
little raised in the aquiline form, that contri- 
I)uted to the spirit and dignity of her asptict ; 
lier mouth was small, her lips plump, juicy, 
and delicious, her teeth regular and white as 
the driven snow, her complexion incredibly 
delicate, and glowing with health, and her full 


blue eyes beamed forth vivacity and love. 
Her mien was at the same time command- 
ing and engaging, her address perfectly gen- 
teel, and her whole appearance so captivat- 
ing, that our young Adonis looked, and was 
overcome. ^ 

lie no sooner recollected himself from his 
astonishment, than he advanced to her with 
a graceful air of respect, and begged she 
would do him the honour to walk a minuet 
with him. She seemed particularly pleased 
with this application, and very frankly com- 
plied with his request. The pair was too 
remarkable to escape tlie particular notici' 
of the company ; Mr Pickle was well known 
by almost every body iu the room; but his 
partner was altogether a new fiice, and of 
consequence underwent the criticism of a!! 
the ladies in the assembly; one whispered, 

‘ she has a good complexion, but don’t you 
think she is a little awry 1’ a second pitied 
her for her masculine nose ; a third observed 
that she was awkward for want of seeing 
company ; a fourth distin^piished something 
very bold in her countenance ; and, in short, 
there was not a beauty in lier whole coin|)o- 
sition which the glass of envy did not per- 
vert into a blemish. 

The men, however, looked upon her witli 
different eyt*s : among them her appearance 
produced an universal murmur of applause , 
they encircled the sjiace in which she dain ed, 
and were enchanted by her graceful motion. 
While tht^ launched out in the praise of 
her, they expressed their displeasure at the 
good fortune of her partner, whom they 
damned for a little finical coxc-omb, that was 
too much engrossed by l4ie contemplation of 
his own person ft) discern or deserve the fa- 
vour of his fate. He did not Iiear, thereforo 
could not repine at these invectives; but 
whihi they imagined he indulged his vanity, 
a much more generous passion had taken 
possession of liis heart. 

Instead of that petulance of gjiiety for 
which he had been distinguished in his pub- 
lic appearance, he now gave manifest signs 
of confusion and concern ; lie danced with 
an anxiety which impeded his performance, 
and blushed to tlie eyes at every false step 
he made. Though this extraordinary agita- 
tion was overlooked by the men, it could nc'l 
escape the observation of the ladies, wlm 
perceived it with equal surprise and resent- 
ment : and when Peregrine led this fiiir un- 
known to her seat, expressed their pique in 
an affected titter, which broke from every 
mouth at the same instant, as if all of thein 
had been informed by the same spirit. 

Peregrine was nettled at this iinmariiierly 
mark of disapprobation, and, in order to in- 
crease tlicir chagrin, endeavored to enter in- 
to particular conversation with their fair 
rival. The young lady herself, who neither 
wanted penetration, nor the consciousness 
of her own accomplishments, resented their 
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behaviour, though she triumphed in the cause 
of it ; and gavcj her pirtner all the encour- 
agement he could desire. Her mother, who 
was present, tlianked him for his civility, in 
taking such jiotice of a stranger, and he re- 
ceived a compliment of^he same nature from 
the young gentleman in bouts, who was her 
own brother. 

If lie was charmed with her appearance, 
ho was quite ravished with her discourse, 
wliich was sensible, spirited, and gay. Her 
fiank and sprightly demejinour excited his 
own confidence and good humour ; and he 
floscribed to her the characters of those fe- 
jnale.s who had honoured them with such a 
spiteful mark of distinction, in terms so re- 
plete v/itli humorous satire, that she seemed 
to listen w ith particular complacency of at- 
tention, niui distinguished every nymph thus 
rifliculcd with such a significant glance, as 
overwhelmed her with cliagrin and mortifi- 
ntion. In short, they seemed lo relish each 
other’s conversation ; during which our 
yoiin^ Damon acquitted himself with great 
skill in all tlie dutic's of gailanlry ; lie laid 
Jiold of prupf'r opportunities to express his 
adininition of Jut charms, had recourse to 
the silent rhetoric of loiuler looks, breathed 
divers insidious sighs, and attached himself 
wholly to her during the remaining part of 
the entertainment. 

When the company broke up, he attended 
her to her lodgings, nnd took leave of her 
with a squeev.e of the Iniiid, aflcMliaving ob- 
tained permission to v^iL her next morning, 
and been informed by the mother that lier 
name was Miss Emilia (lanntlet. 

All night long he closeit not an eye, but 
amused himself witli pbfns of pleasure, 
which his imagination suggested, in conse- 
quence of this new acqii dntane'e. lie rose 
with the lark, adjusted his hair into an 
agreeable negligence of curl, and, dressing 
himself in a genteel grey frock, trimmed 
with silver binding, waited with the utmost 
impatience for t!ie hour of ten, w'hich no 
sooner si ruck tiiaii he hied him lo the place 
of appointment, and, inquiring for Miss 
tlanntloi, was shown into a parlour. Here 
he had not waited above ten minutes, when 
Emilia <mtcrcd, in a most enchanting un- 
dress, with all the graces of nature playing 
about her person, and in a moment nvetted 
the chains of ids slavery beyond the power 
of accido^ ’ to unbind. 

Her mother bein^., .«itill a-bed, and her 
brother gone to give orders about the chaise, 
in which they proposed to return that same 
day to their own habitation, he enjoyed her 
company tetc-a-tetp, a wholo hour, during 
which he declared his lo\o in the most pas- 
sionate terms, and hogged that he might be 
admitted into the number of those admirers 
wliom she permitted to visit and adore her. 

She affectod to look upon his vows and 
protestations as the ordinary effects of gal- 


lantly, and very obligingly assured him, that, 
were she to live in that place, she should b * 
glad to see him often but, as the spot on 
which she resided was at a considerable dis- 
tance, she could not expect he would go so far 
upon such a trifling occasion, as to take the 
trouble of providing himself with her mam- 
ma’s permission. 

To this favourable hint ho answered with 
all the eagerness of the most fervid passion, 
that he had uttered nothing but the genuine 
dictates of his heart ; that lie desired nothing 
so much as an opportunity of evincing the 
sincerity of his professions ; and that tliough 
she lived at the extremity of the kingdom, 
he would find moans to lav hifnself at lier 
feet, provided he could visit her with hov 
mother’s consent, which lie assured her he 
would not fiiil to solicit. 

She then gave him to understand, that her 
habitation was about sixteen niilos from 
Winchester, in a village which she named, 
and where (as he coubl easily collect froin 
her discourse) lie wouhl he no unwelcome 
guest. 

In the midst of Ibis cormniinication tiiev 
were joined by Mrs Gauntlet, who rccc'ivcil 
him with great courtesy, thanking him again 
tor his politeness to Emy at the ball, and 
anticipated his intentions, "by saying that she 
should bo very glad to see him at her house, 
if ever his occasions should call him that 
way. 


CHATTER XVIIT. 

lie inquirps into the situation of ihts youutr 
lady, with whom he is enamourril — elopes 
from school — is found by the Iinitenanf, 
conveyed to WinrJiester, and sends a let- 
ter with a copy of verses to his mistress. 

He was transported with pleasure at this 
invitation, which he assured her he should 
not neglect ; and, after a little more conver- 
sation on general topic.s, took his leave of 
the charming Emilia, acid her prudent mam- 
ma, who had perceived tlio first emotions o!* 
Mr Pickle's jiassion for her daughter, and 
been at some pains to inquire about ins 
family and fi^rtune. * 

Neither was Peregrine les.s inquisitive 
about the situation and pedigree of his new 
mistress, who, he learned, wa.s the only 
dauglitcr of a field officer, who died before 
he had it in his power to make a suitable 
provision for his children ; that the widow 
lived in a frugal, though decent manner, 
on her pension, assisted by the bounty of her 
relations j that the son carried arms as a 
volunteer in the company which his father, 
had commanded ; and that Emilia had been 
educated in London at the expense of a rich 
uncle, who was seized with the whim of mar- 
rying at the age of fifty-five; in coiise- 
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quencc of which, his iiiccc had returned to 
her mother, without any visible dependence, 
except on her own conduct and qualifica- 
tions. 

This account, thougrh it could not dimin- 
ish his affection, nevertheless alarmed his 
pride ; for his warm imagination had exag- 
gerated all his own prospects ; and he began 
to fear that his passion for Emilia might be 
thought to derogate from the dignity of his 
situation : the struggle between his interest 
and love produced a perplexity which had 
an evident effect upon his behaviour ; he be- 
came pensive, solitary, and peevish, avoided 
all j)ublic diversions, and grew so remarka- 
bly negligent in his dress, that he was scarce 
distinguishable by his own acquaintance. 
This contention of thoughts continued seve- 
ral weeks, at the end of which the charms 
of Emilia triumphed over every other con- 
sideration. Having received a supply of 
money from the commodore, who acted to- 
wards him with groat generosity, he ordered 
Pipes to put up some linen and other neces- 
saries ill a sort of knapsack, which ho could 
cnnveiiif nlly carry, and, thus attended, set 
out early one morning on foot for the village 
wlicre his channor lived, at which he arrived 
betoro two o’clock in the afternoon ; having 
chosen thivS UK'thod of travelling, that his 
inuto might not be so easily discovered, as 
il mu.sl have been bad he hired horses, or 
taliiMi a place in the stage-coach. 

The first thing he did was to secure a con- 
\cinent lodging at the inn whore he dined; 
then he shifted liiinself, and, aecordiiigto the 
direetion Ikj had received, went to the hou.se 
of Mrs Gauntlet in a transport of joyous e.x- 
pectatioii. As he approached the gate, his 
agitation increased, ho knocked with iinpa- 
tionce and concern, the door opened, and he 
had or lually asked if Mr.s Gauntlet was at 
home, before he perceived that the portress 
was no other than his dear Emilia. She 
was not. witlioul emotion at the unexpected 
.sight of her lover, who instantly reergnising 
Ins channor, obeyed the irre.sistible impulse 
of Ins love, and eaiiglft the fair creature in 
Ins arms. Nor did she seem offended nt his 
forwardness of behaviour, which might have 
displeased another of a le^s open disposition, 
or less used to the freedom of a sensible 
education ; but her ’natural frankness had 
been encouraged and improved by the easy 
and fiimiliar intercourse in which .she had 
been bred ; and therefore, instead of repri- 
manding him with a severity of look, she 
with great good humour rallied him upon his 
assurance, which, she observed, was un- 
doubtedly the effect of his own conscious 
merit, and conducted him into a parlour, 
where he found her mother, who, in very 
polite terms, expressed her satisfaction at 
seeing him within her house. 

After tea. Miss Emy proposed an evening 
walk, wliich they enjoyed through a variety 


of little copses and lawns, watered by a most 
romantic stieam, that quite enchanted the 
imagination of Peregrine. 

It was late before they returned from this 
a^ecable excursion; and when our lover 
wished the ladies gepd night, Mrs Gauntlet 
insisted upon his staying to supper, and 
treated him with particubar demonstrations 
of regard and affection. As her economy 
was not encumbered with an unnecessary 
number of domestics, her own presence was 
often required in different parts of the house ; 
so that the young gentleman was supplied 
with frequent opportunities of promoting his 
suit, by all the tender oaths and inBinuation.s 
that his passion could suggest. He protest- 
ed her idea had taken such entire possession 
cf his heart, that finding himself unable to 
support her absence one day longer, he had 
quitted his studies, and left his governor by 
stealth, that he might visit the object of his 
adoration, and be blessed in her company for 
a few days without interruption. 

She listened to his addresses with sue!- 
affability as denoted approbation and delight, 
and gently chid him as a thoughtless truant, 
but carefully avoided the confession of a mu- 
tual flame; because she discerned, in the 
midst of all his tenderness, a levity of pride 
which she durst not venture to trust willt 
such a declaration. Perhaps she was con- 
firmed in this caution by her mother, who 
very wisely, in her iMvilitics to him, main- 
tained a sorP of ceremonious distance, whici 
she thought not only requisite for the honoiu 
and interest of the family, but likewise fo 
her own exculpation, sliould s!ie ever be tax- 
ed with having encouraged or abetted him in 
the imprudent sallies of his youth; yet, not- 
withstanding this affected reserve, he was 
treated with such distinction by both, that he 
was ravished with his situation, and became 
more and more enamoured every day. 

While he remained under the influence' of 
this sweet intoxication, his absence produced 
great disturbance at Winchester. Mr .loiter 
was grievously afflicted at his abrupt de- 
parture, which alarmed him the more, as it 
happened after a long fit of melancholy 
which he had perceived in his pupil. He 
communicated his apprehensions to the mas- 
ter of the school, who advised him to apprise 
the commodore of his nephew’s disappear- 
ance, and, in the mean time, inquire at all 
the inns in town, whether he had hired 
horses, or any sort of carriage for his con- 
veyance, or was met with on the road by an v 
person who could give an account of the di- 
rection in wliich ho travelled. 

This scrutiny, though performed with grea* 
diligence and minuteness, was altogether in- 
effectual ; they could obtain no intelligence 
of the runaway. Mr Trunnion was well nigh, 
distracted at the news of his flight ; he raved 
with great fury at the imprudence of Pere* 
grille, whom, in his first transports, he 
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damned as an ungrateful deserter ; then he 
cursed Hatchway and Pipes, who he swore 
had foundered the lad by their pernicious 
counsels ; and, lastly, transferred his execra- 
tions upon Jolter, because he had not kept 
a better look-out ; iinaVy, he made an apos- 
trophe to that son of a bitch the gout, which 
for the present disabled him from searching 
for bis nej)hew in person. That he might 
not, liow’ever, neglect any means in his 
power, he immediately dispatched expresses 
to nil the sea-port towns on that coast, that 
he might be prevented from leaving the king- 
dom ; and the lieutenant, at his own desire, 
was sent across the country, in quest of this 
young fugitive. 

Four days had he unsuccessfidly carried 
on his inquiries with great accuracy, when, 
resolving to return by Winchester, where he 
Jioped to meet with some hints of intelli- 
gence by which he might profit in his future 
search, he struck off the common road to 
take the benefit of a nearer cut, and finding 
himself benighted near a village, took up Iiis 
lodgings at the first inn to which his liorse 
directed him. Having bespoke something { 
for supper, and retired to his chamber, where | 
111 * amused himself with a pipe, he heard a 
confused noise of rustic jollity, which being 
all of a sudden interrupted, after a short 
pause his car was saluted with the voice of 
Pipes, who, at the solicitation of the com- 
p uiy, began to entertain them with a song. 

I latchway instantly rccognisfid the woll- 
known sound, in wliicli inde<*d lie could not 
])ossibIy be mistaken, as nothing in nature 
bore the least rcsemblancp to it ; ho threw 
Ins pipe into the chimney, and snatching up ^ 
one of hi.s pistols, ran miincdiately to the I 
apartment from wlience the voice issued. 
Tie no sooner entered, than distinguishing 
iiis old sliip-rnate in a crowd of country pea- 
sants, lie in a moment sprung upon him, and 
clapping his pistol to Ins breast, exclaimed, 

Damn yon. Pipes, you are a dead man, 
if you don’t immediately produce young 
r;nster.” 

This menacing application had a much 
greater effect upon llie company than upon 
'5’oin, who looking at the lieutenant with 
great tranquillity, replied, “ Why, so I can, 
.Mr Ilrichway.” “ What ! safe and sound ?” 
c ried the otlier. “ As a roach,” answered 
ihpes; and so much to the satisfaction of 
his fricnd Jack, tlin" he shook Jiim by the 
Jjand, and uesired I ’m to proceed with his 
song. TliivS being performed, and the reck- 
oning discharged, the two friends adjourned 
to t’ ? other room, where the lieutenant was 
inJl)rmed of tlie manner in which the young 
gentleman had made his elopement from 
college, as well as of the other particulars 
of his present situation, as far as they had 
fallen within the sphere of the relator’s com- 
prehension. 

While they sat thus conferring together. 


Peregrine having taken leave of his mistress 
for tne night, came home, and was not a 
little surprised when Hatchway, entering 
his chamber in his sea attitude, thrust out 
his hand by way of salutation. His old pu- 
pil received him, as usual, with great cor- 
diality, and expressed his astonishment at 
meeting him in that place ; but when he un- 
derstood the cause and intention of his ar- 
rival, he started with concern, and, Iiis visage 
glowing with indignation, told him he was 
old enough to be judge of his own conduct, 
and, when he should see it convenient, would 
return of himself ; but those yvho thought he 
was to bo compelled to his duty would find 
themselves egregiously mistakeli. 

The lieutenant assured him, that, for his 
own part, he had no intention to offer him the 
least violence ; but at the same time he re- 
presented to him the danger of incensing the 
commodore, who was alroaily almost dis- 
tracted on account of his absence; and, in 
short, conveyed Jiis arguments, which were 
equally obvious and valid, in such expressions 
of friendship and respect, that Peregriiu' 
yielded to his remonstrances, and promisofi 
to accompany him nc.xt day to Winchester. 

Hatchway, overjoyed at tlie success of his 
ne^tiation, went immediately to the hostler, 
and bespoke a post-chaise for Mr Pickle and 
Iiis man, with 'vnom he afterwards indulged 
himself in a double cann of rumbo, and, 
when the night w as pretty far advanced, left 
the lover to his repose, or rather to the 
thorns of his 'v, a meditation ; for he slept 
not one moment, being incessantly tortured 
with the prospect of parting from his divine 
Emilia, who had now acquired tin' nio.st ali- 
solute empire over his soul. Ore’ minute he 
proposed to depart early in the morning, 
without seeing this enchantres.s, in wlnwe 
bewitching presimce lie durst not trust hi.s 
own resolution. Then tlie thoughts of leav- 
ing her in such an abrupt and disrespoctful 
manner interposed in tiivoiir of his love and 
honour. This war of sentiments kept Jiiin 
all night upon the rack, and it was time to 
rise before he had determined to visit his 
charmer, and candidly impart the motives 
that induced him to leave her. 

He accordingly jepaired to her mother’s 
house with a heavy heart, being attended to 
the gate by Hatchway,* who did not choose 
to leave him alone ; and, being admitted, 
found Emilia just risen, and, in his opinion, 
more beautiful than ever. 

Alarmed at his early visit, and the gloom 
that overspread his countenance, she stood 
in silent expectation of hearing some melan - 
choly tidings ; and it was not till after a con- 
siderable pause that he collected resolution 
enough to tell her he was come to take his 
leave. Though she strove to conceal her 
sorrow, nature was not to be suppressed: 
every feature of her countenance saddened 
in a moment, and it was not without the 
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utmost difficulty that she kept her lovely eyes 
from overflowing. He saw the situation of 
her thoughts, and, in order to alleviate her 
concern, assured her he should And means 
to see her again in a very few weeks ; mean- 
while he communicated his reasons for de- 
* parting, in which she readily acquiesced; 
and having mutually consoled each other, 
their transports of grief subsided, and before 
Mrs Gauntlet came down stairs, they were 
in a condition to behave with great decency 
and resignation. 

This good lady expressed her concern 
when she Icarnqd his resolution, saying, she 
hoped his occiLsions and inclination would 
permit him td favour them with his agreeable 
company another time. 

The heutenant, who began to be uneasy at 
Peregrine’s stay, knocked at the door, and 
being introduced by his friend, had the ho- 
nour of breakfasting with tlie ladies ; on 
which occasion his heart received such a rude 
shock from the charms of Emilia, that he 
afterwards made a merit with his friend of 
having constrained himself so far as to fori j 
bear commencing his professed rival. | 

At length they bade adieu to their kind 
entertainers, and in less than an hour sotting 
out from the inn, arrived about two o’clock 
in Winchester, where Mr Jolter was over- 
whelmed with joy at their appearance. 

The nature of this adventure being un- 
known to all except those who could be de- 
pended upon, every body who inquired about 
the cause of Peregrine’s absence was told 
that he had been with a relation in the coun- 
try, and the master condescended to over- 
look his indiscretion; so that Hatchway, 
seeing every thing settled to the satisfaction 
of liis friend, returned to the garrison, and 
gave the commodore an account of his ex- 
pedition. 

The old gentleman was very much start- 
led when he heard there was a lady ih the 
case ; and very emphatically observed, that 
a man had better be sucked into the Gulf of 
Florida, than once get into the indraught of 
a woman ; because, int one case, he may 
with good pilotage bring out his vessel safe 
between the Bahamas and the Indian shore ; 
but in the other there is no outlet at all, and 
it is in vain to strive agaiifst the current ; so 
that of course he must be embayed, and run 
chuck upon a lee-shore. He resolved, there- 
fore, to lay the state of the case before Mr 
Gamaliel Pickle, and concert such measures 
with him as should be thought likeliest to 
detach his son from the pursuit of an idle 
amour, which could not fail of interfering in 
a dangerous manner with the plan of his 
education. 

.In the mean time. Perry’s ideas were to- 
tally engrossed by his amiable mistress, who, 
w’hethcr he slept or waked, was still present 
in his imagination ; which produced the fol- 
lowing stanzas in her praise. 


Adieu, yc streams that smoothly flow, 

Yc vernal airs that softly blow, 

Ye plains by blooming spring array’d, 

Yc birds that warble tbrough the shade. 

If. 

Unhurt from you my soul could fly. 

Nor drop one tear, nor heave one sigh ; 

But forc’d from Celia’s charms to part, 

All joy deserts my drooping heart. 

HI. 

O? fairer than the rosy morn, 

When flow’rs the dewy fields adorn ; 

Unsullied as the genial ray 

That warms the balmy breeze of May ! 

IV 

Thy charms divinely bright appear, 

And add new splendor to the year; 

Improve the day with fresh delight. 

And gild with joy the dreary night! 

This juvenile production was inclosed in a 
very tender billet to Emilia, and committed 
to the charge of Pipes, who was ordered to 
set out for Mrs Gauntlet’s habitation, with a 
present of venison, and a compliment to the 
ladies ; and directed to take some opportu- 
nity of delivering the letter to miss, without 
the knowledge of her mamma. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

ffis messenger meets with a misfortune, to 
which he applies a* very extraordinary 
expedient, that is attended with strange 
consequences. 

As the stage-coach passed within two milci^ 
of the village whore she lived, Tom bargain- 
ed with the driver for a scat on the box, 
and accordingly departed on this message, 
though he was indifferently qualified for 
commissions of such a nature. Having n*- 
ceived particular injunctions about the letter, 
he resolved to make that the chief object of 
his care, and very sagaciously conveyed it be- 
tween his stocking and the sole of his foot, 
where he thought it would be perfectly se- 
cure from all injury and accident. Here it 
remained until he arrived at the inn where 
he had formerly lodged, when, after having 
refreshed himself with a draught of beer, he 
pulled off his stocking, and fouml the poor 
billet sullied with dust, and torn in a thou- 
sand tatters by the motion of his foot in walk - 
ing the last two miles of his journey. Thun- 
derstruck at this phenomenon, he uttered a 
long and loud whew ! which was succeeded 
by an exclamation of Damn my old shoes ! 
a bite by God !” Then he rested his elbows 
on the table, and his forehead upon his two 
fists, and in that attitude deliberated with 
himself upon the means of remedying this 
misfortune. 

As he was not distracted by a vast number 



72 


SMOLLETT'S SELECT WORKS. 


of ideas, he soon concluded that his best 
expedient would be to employ the clerk of 
the parish, who he knew was a great scho- 
lar, to write another epistle accoi^ing to the 
directions he should give him ; never dream- 
ing that the mangled original would in the 
least facilitate the scheme, he very wisely 
committed it to the flames, that it might 
never rise up in judgment against him. 

Having taken this wise step, he went in 
qiiosl of the scribe, to whom he communicat- 
ed his business, and promised a full pot by 
way of gratification. The clerk, who was 
also schoolmaster, proud of an opportunity 
to distinguish his talents, readily undertook 
the task i and repairing with his employer to 
the inn, in loss than a quarter of an hour 
produced a morsel of eloquence so much to 
the satisfaction of Pipes, that he squeezed 
his hand by way of acknowledgment, and 
doubled his allowance of beer. This being 
discussed, our courier betook himself to the 
house of Mrs (launtlet, with the haunch of 
venison and this succedancous letter, and de- 
livered his message to the mother, who re- 
ceived it w'ith great respect, and many kind 
inquiries about the health and welfare of his 
master, attempting to tip the messenger a 
crown, which he absolutely refused to accept, 
in consequence of Mr Pickle’s repeated cau- 
tion. While the old gentlwoman turned to 
a servant, in order to give directions about 
the disposal of the present. Pipes looked 
upon this as a favourable occasion to trans- 
act his business witlfEmilia; and therefore 
shutting one eye, with a jerk of his thumb to- 
wards his Icfl shoulder, and a most signifi- 
cant twist of his countenance, he beckoned 
the young lady into another room, as if he 
had been fraught with something of conse- 
quence which he wanted to impart. She 
understood the hint, howsoever strangely 
communicated, and, by stepping to one side 
of the room, gave him an opportunity of slip- 
ping the epistle into her hand, which he 
gently squeezed at the same time in token 
of regard ; then throwing a side glance at the 
mother, whose back was turned, clapped his 
finger on the side of his nose, thereby recom- 
mending secrecy and discretion. 

Emilia, conveying the letter into her bosom, 
could not help smiling at Tom’s politeness 
and dexterity ; biP lest her mamma should de- 
tect him in the execution of his pantomime, 
she broke ofl thlci interco urse of signs, by ask- 
ing aloud when ho proposed to set out on his 
return to Winchester. When he answered, 
“ to-mo TOW morning,” Mrs Gauntlet recom- 
mended him to the hospitality of her own 
footman, desiring him to make much of Mr 
Pipes below, where he was kept to supper, 
and very cor^ally entertained. Our young 
heroine, impatient to read her lover’s billet, 
which made her heart throb with rapturous 
expectation, retired to her chamber os soon 
od possible, with a view of perusing the con- 
tents, which were these 


** Divine Empress of hy Soul ! 

“ If the refulgent flames of your beauty had 
not evaporated the particles of my transport- 
ed brain, and scorched ray intellects into a 
cinder of stolidity, perhaps the resplendent v 
of my passion might shine illustrious through 
the sable curtain of my ink, and in sublimity 
transcend the galaxy itself, though wafled on 
the pinions of a grey goose quill ! But, ah ! 
celestial enchantress ! the nccromam^ of thy 
tyrannical charms hath fettered my faculties 
with adamantine chains, which, unless thy 
compassion shall melt, I must eternally re- 
main in the Tartarian giilpli of dismal despair. 
Vouchsafe, therefore, O thou brightest lumi- 
nary of this terrestrial sphere *' to warm as 
well as shine ; and let the genial rays of thy 
benevolence melt the icy emanations of thy 
disdain, which hath frozen up the spirits of, 
angelic pre-eminence ! thy most egregious 
admirer and superlative slave, 

“ Pereorine Pickle." 

Never was astonishment more perplexing 
tjian that of Emilia, when she read this cu- 
rious composition, which she repeated ver- 
batim three times before she would credit 
the evidence of her own senses. She began 
to fear in good earnest that love had pro- 
duced a disorder in her lover’s undiTstand- 
ing; but after a tho^isami conjectures, by 
which she attempted to account for tliis ex- 
traordinary fustian of style, she concluded 
that it was the effect of mere levity, calcu- 
lated to ridicule the pnssionhe had formerly 
professed. Irritated by this supposition, she 
resolved to baulk his triumph with iiffected 
indifference, and, in the mean time, endea- 
vour to expel him from that place whicii ht: 
possessed within her heart ; and, indeed, such 
a victory over her inclinations might have 
been obtained without great difficulty ; for 
she enjoyed an easiness of temper that could 
acconynodate itself to the emergencies of her 
fate; and her vivacity, by amusing her im- 
agination, preserved her from the keener sen- 
sations of sorrow. Thus determined and 
disposed, she did not send any sort of answer, 
or the least token ofarcmombrancc by Pipes, 
who was suffered to depart with a general 
compliment from the mother, and arrived at 
Winchester the next day. 

Peregrine’s eyes sparkled when he saw 
his messenger come in# and he stretched out 
his hand in full confidence of receiving some 
particular mark of his Emilia’s affection ; but 
how was he confounded, when he found his 
hope so cruelly disappointed ! In an instant 
his countenance fell. He stood for some 
time silent and abashed, then thrice repeat- 
ed the interrogation of “ What ! not one 
word from Emilial” and dubious of his cou- 
rier’s discretion, inquired minutely into all the 
particulars of his reception, lie asked if he 
had seen the young lady ; if she was in good 
health ; if he had found an* opportunity of de- 
livering his letter, and how she looked when 
he put it into her hand ? Pipes answered that 
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he had never seen her in better health or 
liighcr spirits ; that he had managed matters 
so as not only to present the billet unper- 
ceived, but also to ask her commands in pri- 
vate before he took his leave, when she told 
him that the letter required no reply. This 
last circumstance he considered as a manifest 
mark of disrespect, and gnawed his lips with 
resentment. Upon further reflection, how- 
(;ver, he supjKised that she could not conve- 
niently write by the messenger, and would 
undoubtedly favour him by the post. This 
consideration consoled him for the present, 
and he waited impatiently for the fruits of 
his hope ; but &fl;er he had seen ei^ht days 
elapsed without reaping the satisfaction with 
which he had flattered himself, his temper 
forsook him, he raved against the whole sex, 
and was seized with a fit of sullen chagrin ; 
but his pride in a little time came to his as- 
sistance and rescued him from the horrors of 
the melancholy fiend. He resolved to retort 
lier own neglect upon his ungrateful mis- 
tress ; his countenance gradually resumed its 
former serenity ; and though by this time he 
was pretty well cured of his foppery, he ap- 
peared again at public diversions with an air 
of gaiety and unconcern, that Emilia might 
liave a chance of hearing how much, in all 
likelihood, ho disregarded her disdain. 

There are never wanting certain oflicious 
persons, who take pleasure in promoting in- 
telligence of this sort. His behaviour soon 
reached the ears of Miss Gauntlet, and con- 
firmed her in the opinion she had conceived 
from his letter ; so that she fortified herself 
in her former sentiments, and bore his indif- 
ference with great philosophy. Thus a cor- 
respondence which had commenced with all 
the tenderness and smeerity of love, and 
every promise of duration, was interrupted in 
its infancy by a misunderstanding occasioned 
by the simplicity of Pipes, who never once 
reflected upon the consequences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual passion was by those 
means suppressed for the present, it v«'as not 
altogether extinguished, but glowed in secret, 
though even to themselves unknown, until 
an occasion, which afterwards oflfered, blew 
up the latent flame, and love resumed hi.s em- 
pire in their breasts. 

While they moved, as it were, without the 
sphere of each other’s attraction, the com- 
modore, fearing that Perry was in danger of 
involving himself in some pernicious engage- 
ment, resolved, by advice of Mr Jolter and 
his friend^e parish priest, to recall him from 
the plac^SSiere he had contracted such im- 
prudent connexions, and send him to the uni- 
versitv, where his education might be com- 
pleted, and his fancy weaned from all pue- 
rile amusements. 

This plan had been proposed to his own 
father, who, as hath been already observed, 
stood always neuter in every thing that con- 
cerned his eldest son ; and as for Mrs Pickle, 
K 


she never heard his name mentioned since 
his departure with any degree of temper or 
tranquillity, except when her husband inform- 
ed her that he was in a fair way of being ru- 
ined by this indiscreet amour. It was then 
she began to applaiyi her own foresight, 
which had discerned tne mark of reprobation 
in that vicious boy, and launched out in com- 
parison between him and Gammy, who, she 
observed, was a child of uncommon parts 
and solidity, and, with the blessing of God, 
would be a comfort to his parents, and an or- 
nament to the family. 

Should 1 affirm that this favourite, whom 
she commended so much, was in every re- 
spect the reverse of what she described ; that 
he was a boy of mean capacity, and, though 
remarkably distorted in his body, much more 
crooked in his disposition ; and that she had 
persuaded her husband to espouse her opinion, 
though it w’as contrary to common sense, as 
well as to his own percejition ; — I am afraid 
the reader will think I represent a monster that 
never existed in nature, and be apt to condemn 
the economy of my invention ; nevertheless, 
there is nothing more true than every cir- 
cumstance of what I have advanced ; and 1 
wish the picture, singular as it is, may not 
be thought to resemble more than one original. 


CHAPTER XX. 

PereffTine za summoned to attend his uncle 
— is more and more hated by his own mo^ 
ther — appeals to his father, whose conde^ 
scension is defeated by the dominion of 
his wife. • 

But, weaving these reflections, let us return 
to Peregrine, who received a summons to at- 
tend his uncle, and in a few days arrived 
with Mr Jolter and Pipes at the garrison, 
which he filled with joy and satisfaction. 
The alteration which, during his absence, 
had happened in his person, was very fa- 
vourable in his appearance, whicli, from that 
of a comely boy, was converted into tliat of 
a most engaging youth. He was already 
taller than a middle-sized man, his shape as- 
certained, his sinews well knit, his mit .1 
greatly improved, and his whole figure as ele- 
gant and graceful as if he had been cast in 
the same mould with the Apollo of Belvidere. 

Such an outside could not fail of prepos- 
sessing people in his favour. Tlie commo- 
dore, notwithstanding the advantageous re- 
ports he had heard, found his expectation 
exceed in the person of Peregrine, and signi- 
fied his approbation in the most sanguine 
terms. Mrs Trunnion was struck with his 
genteel address, and received him with un- 
common marks of complacency and affec- 
tion : he was caressed by all the people in 
the neighbourhood, who, while they admired 
his accomplishments, could not help pitying 
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his infatuated mother, for being deprived of ver tried, and therefore Mr Peregrine ran no 
that unutterable delight which any other pa- risk of being disgraced. The commodore, 
rent woidd have enjoyed in the contempla- who assumed, and justly too, the whole mo- 
tion of such an amiable son. lit of his education, was now as proud of the 

Divers efforts were made by some well- youth’s improvements as if he had actually 
disposed people to ct^iquer, if possible, this been his own offspring; and sometimes his 
monstrous prejudice ; but their endeavours, affection rose to such a pitch of enthusiasm, 
instead of curing, served only to inflame the that he verily believed him to be the issue of 
distemper, and she never could be prevailed his own loins. Notwithstanding this favour- 
iipon to indulge him with the least mark of able predicament in which our liero stood 
maternal regard. On the contrary, her ori- with his aunt and her husband, he could not 
ginal disgust degenerated into such invete- help feeling the injury he sfiffered from the 
racy of hatred, that she left no stone untum- caprice of his mother; and though the gai- 
ed to alienate the commodore’s affection from ety of his disposition hindered him from af- 
this her innocent child, and even practised flicting himself with reflections of any gloomy 
the most malicious defamation to accomplish cast, he did not fail to foresee, that, if any 
her purpose.' Every day did she abuse her sudden accident should deprive him of the 
husband’s ear with some forged instances of commodore, he would in all likcliliood find 
Peregrine’s ingratitude to his uncle, well himself in a very disagreeable situation, 
knowing that it would reach the coinmo- Prompted by this consideration, he one evoii- 
dore’s knowledge at night. ing accompanied his uncle to the club, and was 

Accordingly Mr Pickle used to tell him at introduced to his father, before that wortliy 
ihe club, that his hopeful favourite had ridi- gentleman had the least inkling of his arrival, 
culed him in such a company, and aspersed , Mr Gamaliel was never so disconcerted as 
his spouse upon another occasion ; and thus at this rencounter. Ilis own disposition 
retail the little scandalous issue of his own would not sufter liim to do any thing that 
wife’s invention. Luckily for Peregrine, the might create the least distiirbar e, or inter- 
commodore paid no great regard to the au- nipt his evening’s enjoyment; so strongly 
thority of his informer, because he knew from was he impressed with the terror of liis wSe, 
what channel his intelligence flowed; be- that he durst not yield to the tranquillity of 
sides, the youth had a staunch friend in Mr his temper, and, as 1 have already observed. 
Hatchway, who never failed to vindicate him his inclination was perfectly neutral. Thus 
when he was thus unjustly accused, and al- distracted between difi*crent motives, when 
ways found argument enough tR) confute the Perry was presented to him, he sat silent and 
assertions of his enehiies. But though Trim- absorbed, as ji he did not, or would not, per- 
il ion had been dubious of the young gentle- ceivc the application ; and when he was urged 
man’s principles, and deaf to the remon- to declare himself by the youth, who patlieti- 
fitranecs of the lieutenant. Perry was pro- cally begged to know how ho had inciirriHl 
vided with a bulwark 'strong enough to his displeasure, he answered, in a pcevisli 
defend him from all such assaults. This was strain, “ Why, good now, child, what would 
no other than his aunt, whose regard for him you have me to dol your mother can’t abide 
was perceived to increase in the same pro- you.” ” If my mother is so unkind, I will 
portion as his own mother’s diminished : and not call it unnatural,” (said Peregrine, the 
indeed the augmentation of the one was, in tears*of indignation starting from his eyes,) 
all probability, owing to the decrease of the « as to banish me from her presence and af- 
olher; for the two ladies, with great civility, fection, without the least cause ns.signed, I 
pcrfbrined all the duties of good neighbour- hope you will not be so unjust as to espouse 
hood, and hated each other most piously in her barbarous prejudice.” Before Mr Pickle 
iheir hearts. had time to reply to this expostulation, for 

Mrs Pickle having been disobliged at the which he was not at all prepared, the coni- 
splennour of her sister’s new equipage, had, modore interposed, and enforced his favour- 
ever since that time, in the course of her vis- ite’s remonstraneJ, by telling Mr Gamaliel, 
iting, endeavoured to make people merry that he was ashamed .to see any man drive 
with satiri^l jokes on the poor lady’s iiifir- in such a miserable manner under his wife’s 
rmtn . ; and Mrs Trunnion seized the very petticoat. “ As for my own part,” (said he, 
flrst opport'anity of making reprisals, by in- raising his ^voice, ana assuming a look of 
vcighirig against her unnatural behaviour to importance and command,) “ before I would 
lor own child; so that Peregrine, as on the sufer myself to be steered all fathers bv 
one baiid he was abhorred, so on the other any woman, in Christendom, d’ye sec, I’d 
he was caressed, in consequence of this con- raise such a liurricane about her ears, that” 
tentioD ; and I firmly believe that the. most — here he was interrupted by Mr Hatchway, 
effectual method of destroying his interest at who, thrusting his head towards the door, in 
the garrison, would have been the show of the attitude of one that listens, cried, “ Ahey ! 
countenancing him at his father’s house; but there’s your spouse come to pay us a visit.” 
whether this conjecture be reasonable or chi- Trunnion’s features that instant adopted a 
merical, certain it is the experiment was ne- new dispoidition : fear and confusion took 
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from a tone of vociferation, sunk into a whis- 1 CHAPTER XXL 


per of “ Sure you must be mistaken, JaC[k;” 
and in great perplexity he wiped, oif the 
sweat which had started on Us foreheadi.at 
this false alarm. The lieutenant, having thus 
punished him for the rodomontade he had 
littered, told him» with an arch sneer, that 
he was d^ 'l^eived with the sound of the out. 
ward door creaking upon its hinges, which 
he mistook for Mrs Trunnion’s voice, and 
desired him to proceed with his admonitions 
to Mr Pickle. It is not to be denied that this 
arrogance was a little unseasonable in the 
commodore^ who was in all respects as ef- 
tectually subdued to the dominion of his wife 
as the person whose submission he then ven- 
tured to condemn, with this difference of dis- 
position— Trunnion’s subjection was like that 
of a bear, chequered wiUi fits of surliness and 
rage ; whereas Pickle bore the yoke like an 
ox, without repining. No wonder then that 
this indolence, this sluggishness, this stag*, 
nation of temper, rendered Gamaliel incapa- 
ble of withstanding the ar^ments and im- 
portunity of his friends, to which he at length 
surrendered. He acquiesced in the justice of 
their observations, and, taking his son by the 
hand, promised to favour him for tlie future 
with his love and fatherly protection. 

But this laudable resolution did not last: 
Mrs Pickle, still dubious of his constancy, 
and jealous of his communication with the 
commodore, never failed to interro^te him 
every night about the conversation fliat hap- 
pened at th^cliib, and regulate her exhorta- 
tions according to the intelligence she re- i 
ceived. He was no sooner, therefore, safely j 
conveyed to bed (that academy in which ail 
notable wives communicate their lectures), 
than her catechism began ; and she in a mo- 
ment perceived something reluctant and equi- 
vocal in her husband’s answers. Aroused at 
this discovery, she employed her influence 
and skill vi^th such success, that he disclosed 
every circumstance of what had happened; 
and, after having sustained a most severe re- 
buke for his simplicit/and indiscretion, htnn- 
bled himself so far as to promise that he would 
next day annul tlic condescensions he had 
made, and for ever renounce the ungracious 
object 6f her disgust. This undertaking was 
punctually |ferforme’d in a letter to the com- 
modore,' which she herself! dictated, in these 
words.*—',' ‘ ^ 

Siii,^1^^er6as my good-nature being 
last night imposed upon, 1 was persuaded to 
countena*icc'ltind promise, I know not what, 
to that i^doiis yout^'iwhose parental have! 
the misfortune to be ; i desire you wiU 'take, 
notice, that i such coimteda’nce 

und promises, and hhall never look upon that 
man as my friend; Wjbp. will henceferth in 
such a cause solicit, youIs^ &c* 

: ** Gam. Pioni.B.’* 

7 


Trunnion is enraged at the conduct of Pic- 
kle — Peregrine resents the injustice of 
kis mother i to wham ke es:plains his sen- 
timents in a letter — is entered at the uni- 
versity of Oxford,' where he signalizes 
himself as a youth of an enterprising 
genius. ‘r , ^ 

Unspeakable were the transports of rage 
to which Trunnion was incensed by this ab- 
surd renunciation : he tore the letter with his 
gums (teeth he had hone), spit with furious 
grimaces, in token of the contempt he enter- 
Uined for the author,, whom he not only 
damned as a lousy, scabby, nasty, scurvy, 
skulking, lubberly noodle, but resolved to 
challenge to single combat with fire and 
sword; but he was dissuaded from tills vio- 
lent measure, and appeased by the interven- 
tion and advice of the lieutenant and Mr 
Jolter, who represented the message as the 
effect of the poor man’s infirmity, for which 
he w’as rather an object of pity than of re- 
sentment, and turned the stream of his in- 
dignation against the wife, whom he reviled 
^accordingly . N or did Peregrine himself bear 
wTtfi patience .this injurious declaration, the 
nature of which he no sooner understood 
from Hatchway, than, equally shocked and 
exasperated, he retired to his apartment, and, 
in the first Motions of his ire, produced tlie 
following epistle, winch was immediately 
conveyed to his mother. — 

Madam, — Hqd nature fonned me a bug- 
bear to tlie sight, and inspired me with a soul 
as vicious as my* body was detestable, per- 
haps I might have enjoyed particular marks 
of your a&ction and applause ; seeing you 
have persecuted me with such unnatural 
aversion, for no other visible reason than that 
of my differing so widely in shape, as well 
as disposition, from that deformed urchin 
who is the object of your tenderness and 
core. If those be the terms oh which alone 1 
can obtain your favour, I pray God you may 
never cease to hate, madam, your much in- 
jured son, Peregrine, Pickle.” 

This letter, which nothing but his passion 
and. inexperience could excuse, had such an 
effect upon his mother , as may be easily .con- 
ceived. She was enr^d to a degree of 
against the writer; though at the same 
time she considered the whole as the produc- 
tion of Mrs Tmhnion’s .particular pique, and 
represented it to her husband as an insult 
that he was bound in honour to resent, by 
breaking off all correspondence with the 
commodore and his family. This was a bit- 
ter pill to Gamaliel,* who, through a long 
course of yOare, was so habituated to Trun- 
nion’s company, that he could m . easily have 
parted with a limb, as have relinquished the 
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cluli all at once. He therefore ventured to career; he fir^uented taverns and coffcc- 
represent his own incapacity to follow her houses, committed midnight frolics in the 
advice, and begged that he might at least ^ streets, insulted all the sober and pacific class 
allowed to drop the connexion gradually, of his fellow-students; the tutors themselves 
protesting that he would do his endeavour were not sacred from his ridicule ; he laughed 


to give her all manner^f satisfaction. 


at the ma^trate, and neglected eveiy par^ 


Meanwhile preparations were made for ticular of college discipline. 

Peregrine’s departure to the university; and In vain did they attempt to restrain his 
^n a few weeks he set out, in the seventeenth irregularities by the imposition of dnes ; he 
year of his age, accompanied by the same was liberal to profusion, and therefore paid 
attendants who lived with him at Wmches- without reluctance. Thrice did he scale the 
ter. His uncle laid strong injunctions upon windows ofa tradesman, with whose daughter 
him to avoid the company of immodest wo- he had an affair of gallantry ; as often was he 
men, to mind his learning, to let him hear obliged to seek hm safety a precipitate 
of his wel&re as often as he copld spare time leap ; and one night would, in all probability, 
to write, and settled his appointments at the have fallen a sacrifice to an ambuscade that 
rate of five hundred a-year, including his go- was laid by. the fiither, had not his trusty 
vemor’s salary, which was one-fiflh part of squire Pipes interposed in his behalf, and 
the sum. The heart of our young gentleman manfully respued him from the clubs of his 
dilated at the prospect of the figure he should enemies. 

make with such a handsome annuity, the ma- In the midst of these excesses, Mr Jolter, 
iiagement of which was left to his own dis- finding his admonitions neglected, and his 
cretion: and he amused his imajgination with influence utterly destroyed, attempted to 
the most agreeable reveries during his jour- wean his pupil from his extravagant courses, 
ney to Oxford, which he performed in two by engagii^ his attention in some more laud- 
days. Here, being introduced to the head of able pursuit. With this view, ho introduced 
the college, to \vhom he had been recom- him into a club of politicians, who received 
mended, accommodated with genteel apart- him with great demonstrations of regard, ac- 
ments, entered as gentleman commoner in commodated themselves more than he could 
the books, and provided with a judicious tu- have expected to his jovial disposition, and, 
lor, instead of reluming to the study of while they revolved schemes for the refbrma- 
Greek and Latin, in which he thought him- tion of the state, drank with such devotion to 
self already sufficiently instructed, he renew- the accomplishment of their plans, that, he- 
ed his acquaintance with some of his old fore parting, the cares of their patriotism 
school-ffillows, whom*he found in the same were quite overwhelmed, 
situation, and was by them initiated in all Peregrine, though ho could not approve 
the fiishionable diversions of the place. of their doctrine, resolved to tfttach himself 
It was not long before *he made himself for some time to their company ; because ho 
remarkable for his spirit ahd humour, which perceived ample subject for his ridicule, in 
were so acceptable to the bucks of the uni- the charactera of these wrong-headed en- 
versity, that lie was admitted as a member of thusiasts. It was a constant practice with 
their corporation, and, in a very little time, them, in their midnight consistories, to 
became the most conspicuous personage of swallow such plentiful draughts of inspira- 
the whole fraternity; not that he valued him- tjon, that Uieir piysterijss commonly ended 
self upon his ability in smoUng the greatest like those of the Bacchanalian orgia; and 
number of pipes, and drinking the largest they were seldom capable of maintaining 
quantity of ale; these were quuifications of that solemnity of decorum, which, by the na- 
too gross a nature to captivate his refined ture of their fhnctioiw, most of them were 
ambition. He piqued himself on his talent obliged to proffiss. Now, as Peregrine’s ea- 
for raillery^ his genius and ^te, his person- tiriw disposition was never more gratified 
hi accomplishments, and his success at in- than when he had an opportunity of expos- 
excursions confined to ing grave character in ridiculous attitudes, 
the small vulages in the neighbourhood, which he in.fd n. mischievous sns m fhv hi a -nA««r 


the small ^ages in the neighbourhood, which he laid a mischievdus snare for his now con- 
are coma^y visited once a^week by the stu- federates, which took hffect in this manner, 
dent, ftr the sa<e of carnal recreation. He — In oftp of their noctufhoJi’ liberations, he 
kept hiso^xi liorscs, Itayprsed the whole promoted' Such a spirit of good Moiwshln.bv 
county of pleas^^ attended all the the agreeable^saUies hw wit, which Were 

wes wilhnl wy miles of Oxford; and made purposely levelled against their political ad- 
frequooi; jaunts to London, where he used to versaries, that by teh p^'clbck they were all 
lie incognito during the best port of many a ready to join in th^ ii^st i^rtravmnt pro- 
" .Ji 'r* ' P?s" be inado. Tfey&coke their 


The Tulpsof the imiversity^were ^ se- gtasses: m . eobseqi^ Ms sugweation, 
vere to bo observed by a youth ef his viva* drank shbesir^s, and 

city ; and therefore he be^e njcquainted thebottwii^l^o panffiesticks t^^^ 
with the proctor by tm^. But all the checks fore thamr,f^])iOtimee standing with one foot 
he received were maufficient to moderate his on a chaiVbndjffie knee h^on the edge of 
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the table ; andt when they could no longer 
stand in that, posture^ 8etUng:theif bare pos- 
teriors on the cold door. They hnszaed, 
halloed, daneed, and, sung, and, in sho^t, 
were elevated to such a pitch of intoxlctu 
tion, that when Peregrine proposed that 
they should bum their periWigs, the hint 
was id^ediately approved, and they execut- 
ed the^dlic as one man. Their shoes and 
caps underwent the same fate by the same 
instigation; and in this trim he led' them 
forth into the street, where they resolved to 
compel every body they should find to sub- 
scribe to then political creed, and pronounce 
the shibboleth of their party. In the achiev- 
ment of this* enterprise, they met with more 
opposition than they expected; they were 
encountered with arguments .whlcn they 
could not well withstand ; the noaes of s8me, 
and eyes of others, in a veiy little time, Iwre 
the marks of obstinate disputation. Their 
conductor having at length engaged the 
whole body in a nay with another squadron, 
wliich was pretty much in the same condi- 
tion, he very fairly gave them the slip, and 
slily retreated to his apartment, foreseeing 
that his companions would soon be favoured 
with the notice of their superiors ; nor was 
he deceived m his prognostic ; the proctor, 

a his round, chanced to fall in with this 
tuous uproar, and, interposing his au- 
thority, found means to quiet the disturbance. 
He took cognizance of their names, and dis- 
missed the rioters to their respective cham- 
bers, not a little scandalized at the behaviour 
of some among Uiem, whose bii^iness and 
duty it was to set far other examples to the 
youth under their care and direction. 

About midnight, Pipes, who hod orders to 
attend at a distance, and keep an eye upon 
Joltor, brought home that unfortunate go- 
vernor upon bis back (Peregrine having be- 
forehand secured his admittance into the col- 
lege), and among other bruises he watf found 
to have receivea a couple of contusions on 
his face, which next morning appeared in a 
black circle that surrounded each eye. 

Tliis was a mortifying circumstance to a 
man of his character and deportment, espe- 
cially as be had received a message f^om the 
proctor, who desired to see him forthwith. 
AVith great humility and contrition he beg- 
ged the adviqe of hiq pupil, who, being used 
to amuse hijih^f with. painting, assiued Mr 
.loiter, that he . ivpuld' cover those signs of 
disgrace with, a uigl^t coat of flesh-colour so 
dexterously thht it would he almost impossi- 
ble to distinguish i^ie iwUfloial from the na- 
tural skin; The ruefUl jgpvemor, rather than 
expose such o{^r(>britpus tokens to the ob*i 
servation and censure of the magjftrat©s> 
submitt^ to the expedient^' Although hie 
counsefloT had over-jf^d >!« ^pwn he 
was perraadod to. .eodfldQ, in the di^uise, 
and actually attenddd.'the,pri>ct;or, with such 
a staring addition tb^^theflAturai' ghastliness 


of his features, that his yisage bore a very 
apt resemblance to some of uiose ferocious 
countenances „ that, hai3^ over the doors of 
certain taverns and a&houses, under the 
denomination of the Saraceii’s head. 

Such aA'emarkable' alteration of physiog- 
nomy could not escape the notice of the 
most undisceming beholder, much less tlie 
penetrating eye of Ids severe judge, already 
whetted with what he had seen over-night. 
He was therefore Upbraided with this rimeu- 
lous and shallow artifice, and, together with 
the companions of his debauch, underwent 
such a cutting reprimand for the scandalous 
irregularity of his conduct, that all of them 
remained crest-fallen, and were ashamed, for 
many weeks, to appear in the public execu- 
tion of their duty. 

Peregrine was too vain of his finesse to 
conceal the part he acted in this comedy, 
with the particulars of which he regaled his 
companionsr and thereby entailed upon him- 
self the hate and resentment of the commu- 
nity whose maxims and practices he had dis- 
closed ; for he was considered as a spy, who 
had intruded himself into their society with 
a .view of betraying it ; or, at best, as an 
apostate and rene^o from jthe faith and 
principles which he had professed. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

He is inmlied % his tutor, whom he lam- 
. poons. — Makes a considerable progress 
in polite literature — and in an ea^cursion 
to Windsor, meets with Emilia by accu 
dent, and is vefy coldly received. 

» 

Among those who suffered by his craft and 
infidelity was- Mr Jumble, his own tutor, who 
could not at all digest the mortifying a^ont 
he had received, and was resolved to be re- 
venged on the insulting author. With this 
view he wafohed the conduct of Mr Pickle 
with the utmost rancour of vigilance, and let 
slip no opportunity of treating him with dis- 
respect, which he knew the disposition of 
his pu^il could. less brook than any other se- 
verity it waS'in his power to exercise. 

Peregrine had been severe mornings ab- 
sent from cha]>el ; and ^ Mr Jumble never 
failed to question hun in a very peremptory 
style about his non-attendance, ho invented 
some very plausible excuses but at length 
his ingenuity was exhitu^ed ; he received a 
very galling rebuks for his profligacy of mo- 
rats, and that he hnght feel it the more sen- 
sibly^ was oirdiared, by way of exercise, to 
Compose a pi^phrase, in English verse, 
upon th^e two lin^ in Viigil : 

Vane frustwique snimit elate auperbis, 
Neqaiequam’ patriae tentastl lubrlcus artes. ** 

. The, imposition of this invidious scheme 
had all the desired effect upon Peregrine, 
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w,l^o not only considered it as a piece of un- piece of satire with that temper and decency 
mi^ineriy abuse levelled against his^ own of disdain that became a person of his gravi- 
condnct, but also as a retrospective insult on ty and station, he no sooner cast his eye 
the memory of his gramlfather, who (as he over the perfprmanCe, than the bloo^ rushed 
had been informed) was, in his lifetime, more into his couhtenance, which immediately 
noted for his cuiiniz^ than candondn tiade. after exhibited a ghastly pale colour. With 
Exasperated at Uilf bstance of the pe* a iquiveritig lip he told his pupiL that he was 
dant’s audacity, he had well nigh (in liis ftrst an impertment jacjkana^s, and he would 
transports) taken corporal satisfkction on the take care thathe/shouM be.'expelled from 
spot ; but foreseeing the troublesome conse- the university, for having presumed to write 
quence that would attend such a flagrant and deliver such a licentious and scurrilous 
outrage against the laws of the university, libel. Peregrine answered with great reso- 
he checked his indignation, and resolved to lution, that when the provocation he had 
revenge the injuxy in a more cool and con- received should be known, he was persuaded 
temptuous manner. Thus determined, he that he should be acquitted id the opinion of 
set on foot an inquiry into the particulars of all impartial people ; and that he was ready 
Jumble’s parentage and education. He to submit the whole to the decision. of the 
learned that the father of this insolent tutor master. 

was a bricklayer, that his mother sold pies, This arbitration he proposed, because he 
and that the son, at different periods of his knew the master and Jumble were at va- 
youth, had amused himself in botli occupa- riance; ‘and for that reason the tutor durst 
lions before ho converted his views to the not venture to put the cause on such an is- 
study of learning. Fraught with this intel- sue. . Nay, when this reference was men-' 
ligence, he composed the following ballad in itioned, Jumble, who was naturally jealous, 
doggrel rhymes, and next day presented it suspected that Peregprine had a promise of 
as a gloss upon the text which the tutor had protection before he undertook to commit 
chosen. such an outrageous insult ; and this notion 

had such' an effect upon him, that he re- 
t. solved to" devour his vexation, and wait for 

Come, Hdten ye students of cv’ry degree, a more proper opportunity of gratifying his 

I sing of a wit and a tutor pertUe ; hate. Meanwhile copies of the ballad were 

A statesman profound, a critic immense, distributed among the students, who sung it 

Jn short, a mere jumble of learning and aense; under the very nose of Mr Jumble, to the 

And yet of his talents, though laudably vain, tune of A cobler there was* &c. and the tri- 

Hia own family arts he, could never attain. - umph of oiir hero was complete. Neither 
, II. was his whole time devoted to the riotous 

His father intending his fortune to build, extravagancies of youth. He enjoyed many 

In' his youth would have taSght him the trqwet lucid intervals; during which he contracted 
to wield, • a more intimate acquaintance with the das- 

But the mortar of discipline never would stick, sics, applied himself to the reading of histo- 
For his skull was secured by a facing of brick; ry, improved his taste fbr painting and inu- 
And with all his endeavours of patience and sic, in which he made some progress ; and 
. above all things cultivated the study of natu- 

The skill ofhis sire he could never attain. phalospphy. It was generally after a 

iir, course of close attention to some of these 

His mother, an housewife, neat, artful, and wise, arts and sciences, that his disposition broke ^ 
Benown’d for her delicate biscuit and pies, out into those irregulanties and wild sallies "" 
Soonalt^M his studies, by flattVing his taste, of a luxuriant imagination, for Which he be«> 
From the raising of walls to the rearing of came so remarkable ; and he was perhkps 
pwte ! ' the only young man in Oxford, who, at the 

But all ber instructions were fruitless and vaici, game time, maintained an intimate and 
'J'he pie-making myat’iy he ne’er could atuio'. ' flrieiidly intercours^with the most uiii^iilik. 

IV. ing, as well as withthe most sedate students 

-Vet ti'i|a, to his his labours were aeen at the university. 

^ A j both Uic^if professions, I ween ; R ^ s^pbsed tl^tt ayoahgman 

Totf wlifeu his own ^aius he ventur’d to trust, of Peregriim's v^xty, in^j^iiehce; atm pro- 
His^pies seam’d of hricki and his houses of fusion, cOuta suit, hia .^penaa' to his aUow- 
V ^ ance,.liberd[^a8it,¥raB:.; one 

Thdu', good Mr' Tutor, pray be not; so vaj'n, of those fortunate people who are born ocon- 

Sinsl^oftjr femily arts you could never attain, omists, Aud knew not the art of withholding 
V ‘^s "v"; » , . . ' his pt^ wifteii he saw his con^hton in , 

This Iffigimoiit j^oducUon wa^ the most difficuftf. ThuS imturaUy genmo^ And ex- 
effebtUaLVi^ngeaftee he could haye taken on ,pehsiy«i^5Nh^u^&i^ away hiS thonef* 
his tator,;.vv|iohad all. the si^ercuioua arrp- and appeGuanco upon 

gance and Hdiciilous pride of a lOw-bom pe- theyecii^p^jeC^^^efly appointment:' but 
dant. Instead of oyeriookingr this petulant long mbh^h was elapsed, his 
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finances were consumed ; and, as' he could 
not stoop to ask an cjUraor^nary supply^ 
was too proud to borrow, and too hnuffbty to 
run in debt with tradesmen, he devotedjtho^e 
periods of poverty to the prosccutiprlpf ms 
studies, and shOne forth again: at themolu- 
tion of quarter-day. . 

In one of these irruptions, he:and some of 
his companions went to Windsor,- in order 
to see royal, apartments in the dOstle, 
whither they repaired in tho afternoon ; and, 
as Peregiine stood contemplating the picture 
of Hercules and Omphale, one of his fellow- 
students whispered in bis ear, Zopnds ! 
Pickle, thore,are two fine girls.*’ He turned 
instantly about, and, in one of them recog. 
nised his 'almost forgotten Emilia : her ap- 
pearance acted upon his imagination like a 
spark of fire that falls among gunpowder ; 
that passion which had lain dormant for tile 
spa ce of two years Hashed up in a moment, 
and he , was seized with on universal trepi- 
dation. She perceived and partook of his 
emotion; for their souls, like unisons, vi- 
brated with the same impulse. However, 
she called her pride and resentment to her 
aid, and found resolution enough to retire 
from such a dangerous scene. Alarmed at 
her retreat, he recollected all his assurance, 
and, impelled by love, which he could no 
longer resist, followed her into the next 
room, where, in the most disconcerted man- 
ner, lie accosted her with— “ Your humble 
servant, Miss Gauntlet;” to which saluta- 
tion she replied, with an afibetation of indif- 
ference, that (lid not, however, conceal her 
agitation, ** Your servant, Sir and imme- 
diately extending her finger towards the pic- 
ture of Duns fcotus, which is fixed over one 
of the doors, asked her companion, ior a gig- 
gling tone, if she did not think he looked liKe 
a conjuror ? Peregrine, nettled into spirits 
by this reception, answered for the « other 
lady, — “ That it was an easy matter to be a 
conjuror in those times, when the simplicity 
of the ago assisted his divination ; but, were 
Jie, or Merlin himself, to rise firop the dead 
now, when such, decifit and dissimulation 
revail, they would not be able to earn their 
read by the profession.” “O, Sir,” (said she, 
turning full upon him), “ without doubt they 
would^ adopt new maxims ; ’tis no disparage- 
ment in this enlightened age for one to alter 
one’s opinion..” « No, sure, madam,” (replied 
tho youth with some precipitation,) “ provid- 
ed the ohUJOg©' bVfW'.tbo be^ ,*fAnd,. 
should it hQpp(ah:;^t®Brwise’’'(retorted tho. 
nymph, with 6f her fan), ** inconstan- 
cy .will peyet -want <p>untenance from the 
practice of mankind,”: ** Trud* madam,” (re*, 
sumed pur jiercr,^ fixing lus eyes upon her)^ 
^•examplGSof levi^ am; every where, to be 
met with,”. O Lp]cd>I&ir,” (cried Smilhi)' 
tossing her head,! ** jron’ll scarce eypt^finde 
fop without it.” By this ^me his companion, 
seeing him engaged with one of the ladies, 


entered into conversation with the otlier,;' 
and, in .order to favour his friend’s gallantry, 
conducted her into the next , apartnaent, on 
pretence of enteriainihg her the sight 
of a remarkable piece of painting. . , 
Peregrine, laying hold of this.oppoitunity 
of being alone wim the object of his love, 
assumed a most seducing tenderness of 
look, and, heaving a profound sigh, asked if 
she bad utterly discarded him from her re- 
membrance. Reddening at this pathetic 
question, which recalled the memory of tho 
imagined slight he had put upon her, she an- 
swered, in great confusion, — “ Sir, 1 believe 
I once had the pleasure of seeing you at a 
ball in Winchester.” “ Miss Emilia,” said 
he, veiy gravely, “will you be so candid as to 
tell me what misbehaviour of mine you arc 
pleased to punish, by restricting your remem- 
brance to that single occasion?” “Mr 
Pickle,” sbo. replied, in the same tone, “ it is 
neither my province nor inclination to judge 
your concluct ; and therefore you misap^y 
your question, when you ask such an expla- 
nation of me.” “ At least,” resumed our 
lover, “ give me the melancholy satisfaction 
to know for what offence of mine you refus- 
ed to take the least notice of that letter 
which I had the honour to write from Win- 
chester, by your own express permission.” 

“ Your letter,” said miss, with great vivacity, 

“ neither required nor in my opinion deserved 
an answer ; and, to be free with you, Mr Pickle, 
it was but a Shallow artifice to rid yourself of 
a correspondence you had deigned to solicit,” 
Peregrine, confounded at this repartee, re- 
plied, that, howsoi^ver lie might have failed 
•in point of elegance or discretion, he wc.; 

! sure he had not been deficient in expressions 
of respect and devotion for those charms 
whicJi it was his pride to adore : “ As for 
the verses,” said he, “ I own. they were un- 
worthy of tho theme, but I flattered myself 
that they would have merited your accep- 
tance, though not your approbation, and be- 
ing considered not so much the proof of my 
genius, as tho genuine effusion of my love.” 

“ Verses !” cried Emilia, with an air of as- 
tonishment, “ what verses 1 I really don’t 
understand you.” The young gentleman was 
thunderstruck at this, exclamation, to' Which, 
after a long pause, lie answered, — “ I begin 
to suspect;, and heartily wish it may appear, 
that we liavc misunderstood each other fi’om 
the beginning. Pmy, Miss Gauntlet, did 
you not find a copy of yerses inclosed in 
tliat iinfrt^inate letter ?” ” Truly, Sir,” said 
tlie lady, “ I am not so much of a connois- 
seur, as to distip^ish whether that facetious 
.pro^uctidn, which jQU merrily style an un- 
fortunate letter, :waG| compost in verse or 
pro8e..t biiti methbks, the jest is a little too 
8tald\to.ba' brought upon the carpet again.” 
Bp sa^ng^' she tripped away to her compan- 
ion, and' left her lover in a most tumultuous 
suspense. He now perceived that her ne- 
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of his addresses, when he was at Win- where He found his companions, whom he 
^^er, muht have been owing, to smoae mys- had left at the castle gate; They had already 
tery which he could not comprehend i and made inquiry abeutthSladi^, in consequences 
she began to suspect, and to hope, that the of which he learii^ that MWs Sophy was 
letter she received w^ ^ipurioua, i^iqugh she the daughter of a ge^t^anih t6Wn,towhom 
could not conceive hi^tv that eonld ffonsibly his mistress w&s riSrkted; ttat ah intimate 
happen, as it had been deliveted her by IHendship subsisted , between the two youn^ 
the hands of his own servant. ladies ; that Emilia had liv^ aboat a month 

However, she resolved to leave the task with her cousin, and: appealed at the last as- 
of unravelling the affair to him, who, she sembly, where she was uniyerSalty admired; 
knew, wotdd infbMibly exert himself for his and that scTOral yotmg gmitlenien of fortune 
own, as well as her satisfaction. She was had, since that time,; teased her with ad- 
not deceived in her opinion: he went up to dresses. ' ; 

her again at the staircase, and, as they were Our hero's ambition was, ftpttered, and his 
unprovided with a male attendant, insisted passion inflam^l With this intelligence ; and 
upon squiring the ladies to their lodgings, tie swore within himself, that, lie would not 
Emilia saw his drift, which was no other than quit the spot until he should have bbtalned 
to know where she lived: and, though she an undisputed victory over, all his rivals, 
approved of his contrivance, thought it was That same evening he composed a most 
incumbent upon her, for the support of her eloquent epistle, in which he ' earnestly en- 
own dignity, to decline the civility : she treated that she would favour him with an 
therefore thanked him for his polite offer, opportunity of vindicating his conduct ; but 
but would by nn means consent to his giv- she would neither receive his billet nor see 
ing himself such unnecessary trouble, espe- his messenger. Baulked in this effort, ha in- 
cinlly as they had but a very little way to closed it in a new cover, directed by al^other 
walk. He was not repulsed by this refusal, hand, and ordered Pipes to ride next morii- 
thc nature of which he perfectly understood ; ing to London, On purpose to deliver it at the 
nor was she sorry to see him persevere in post-Office, that, coming by such conveyance, 
his determination : he therefore accompanied she might have no suspicion of the autiior, 
them in their return, and made divers efforts and open it before she should be aware of the 
to spsii. with Emilia in particular. But she. deceit. 

had a spice of the coquette in her disposi- Three days he waited patiently for the ef- 
tionv and, being determined to whet his im- feet of this btratagem, and, in the afternoon 
patience, artfully baffled all his endeavours, of the fourth, ventured to hazard a formal 
by keeping her companion continually en- visit, in quality of an old acquaintance. But 
gaged in the conversation, which turned upon here too ho failed in his attempt; she was 
the venerable appearance and imperial situ- indisposed, andcould not sec company. These 
ationwof the place. Thus tantalized, he obstacles served only to increase hW eager- 
loun^d with them to thcVloor oftlie house ness^ he still adhered to his former resolu- 
in which they lodged, when his mistress, per- tion ; and his companions, understanding his 
ceiving by the countenance of her comrade determination, left him next day to his own 
that she wa$ on the point of desiring him to inventions. Thus relinquished to hie own 
v/alk in, checked her intention with a frown ; ideas, Im doubled his assiduity, and practised 
then turning to ]Mr Pickle, dropped him a every method his imagination could suggest, 
very formal curt 'soy, seized tho other young in order to promote his plan, 
lady by the arm, and saying, Come, cousin Pipes was stationed all day long within 
ISophy,’' vanished in a moment. ^ sight of her dqor, that be mi^t be able to 

give his master an account of her motions ; 
but she never went abroad, except to visit in 
CHAPTER XXIIL the neighbourhood, and was always housed 

before Peregrine qould be apprized of her 
After Mendry unsuctestful efforts, he finds app^arance.^ He went to church with a view 
nieuihs to (ame to m explanation with his of atiractlDg her notice> and liuxnbled his do- 
mistress — and a reconciliation ensues. portment wfore her; but she was so mis- 

chievotisly devout as to look at nothing but 
PERSGKinE, disconcerted at their sudden dis- her book> so that ho was .not favoured with 
appf«|rance, stood for some .minutes gaping one glance of ^ regard. He frequented tho 
in bqfore he could get the better coffee-house, and attempted to .cbntract an 

of Jhii^ then defiberated '^itlr abiioaiotanoe.W^h Miss Eophy^sfi^er^ Who, 

demand immedi- he hooped, woulSdidyite him to his house; but 
to his mistress, dr choose, this expectaHun was alpo defeated, That 
of ajmlication^. Piclued H prudent gentleman looked upon him as one 
hex pleased witk of tlfoile for^iord fortune-hunters who go 

her his Invention to Work, in dyoi:W 't&e 'ee^try Beekiiig whom they may 

ordei! jjd| | p ntrive some ‘means of seeing her : deVoutf and 'warily discoin^ed all his ad- 
and,|gm^fit of musing, arrived at the irai, vonces. Chagrined by So many unsuccessfuh 
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endeavours, he , be^ to of, accom- of good nature, and to whom her cousin 

plishing his i^: nnd, as the ISdt irasgostion cotmmunicated the caCise of Jb^r resenre, s^e- ; 
of his art, |»id.dffhia/lodgttfgi;. took horse at. ing the young gentlemaa sO jtnuch affected 
noon, and depl^d^ 'in iSl a'j^pes^tance^ for ^ith that dis£un, which she kne:i^. to be 
the. place fro^ whence he had home. He\ed, laid holdonEmtWssleeve, skying* with 
rode, however* hhf a few miles, and, in 'Ihe a smile, — « Not quite so ikst, l be- 

dash pf the evening* retuftied unseen, alighted gin to perceive that this is i lov}e quarrel, 
at another inn, ordered th stay within and therefore thete may be hopes of a r^n- 
doors, and keeping himselnndo^itp^^employ. ciliation ; for I' suppose both parties aiwopeii 
ed another person as a cehtinel Upod Emilia, to conviction.** “ For my own part, cried 
It was. not long before he reaped the fruits Peregrine, with great ea^mess, ** I appeal 
of hts in^nuity; Next^ day in the a^moon to Miss Sophy’s decision ; — but why do I say 
he was informed by his spy, that the two appeal? Though I am conscious of having 
yotiw ladies were gone to walk in the park, committed no offence, I am ready to submit 
whither he followed thefn on the instant, to any penance, let it be ever so rigorous, 
fully deteiintned to cotpe to .an explanation that my fair enslaver herself shall impose, 
with hii mistiess, even in presence of her provided It will entitle me to her favour and 
friend, who might possibly be prevailed upon forgiveness at last.” Emily, well nigh over- 
to interest herself in his behalf. come by this declaration, told him, that, as 

When he saw them at such a distance that she taxed him with no guilt, she expected no 
they could not return to town before he should atonement; and pressed her companion to 
have an opportunity of putting his resolution return into town. But Sophy, who was too 
in practice, he mended his pace, and found indulgent to her friend’s real inclination to 
means to appear before them so suddenly, comply with her request, observed, that the 
that Emilia could not help expressing her gentleman seemed so reasonable in his con* 
smprise in a scream. Our lover, putting on cessions, she began to think her cousin was 
a mien of humility and mortification, begged in Uie wrong, and felt herself disposed to act 
to know if her resentment waS implacable; as umpire in the dispute, 
and asked why she had so cruelly refused to Ovenoyed at this condescension, Mr Pickle 

grant him the common privilege that .every thanked her in the most rapturous terms, 
criminal enjoyed. ** Dear Miss Sophy,” said and, in the transport o.f his expectation, kiss- 
he, addressing himself to her companion, ed the hand of his kind mediatrix; a circum- 
“ give me leave to implore your intercession stance which liad a remarkable effect on the 
with your cousin ; I am sure you have hu- countenance of Emilia, who did not seem to 
inanity enough^ to esjiouse my cause, did you relish Uio warmth of his acknowledgment, 
but know the justice of it ; and I flatter my- After many supplications on one hand, and 
self, that by your kind interposition, I may pressing remonstjrances on the other, she 
be able to i^ctify that fatal misunderstanding yielded at length, and, turning to her lover, 
which ^ hath made me wretched.” ’ “ Sir,” while her face was overspread with blushes, 
said Sophy, ** you appear like a gentleman, ‘^Well, sir,” said she, “ supposing:! were to 
and I doubt not but your behaviour has been put the difference on that issue, how could you 
always suitable to your appearance ; but you oxctise the ridiculous letter which you sent to 
must excuse me from imdertaking any such me from Winchester?” This expostulation 
offlee in behalf of a person whom 1 have not introduced a discussion of the whole affair, 
the honour to know.” “ Madam,” answer- in which all the circumstances were canvass- 
ed Peregrine, ** 1 hope Miss Emy will justify ed ; and Emilia still aflinned, with great heat, 
my pretensions to that ehai^ter, notwith- that the letter must have been calculated to 
standing the mystery of her displeasure, affront her; for she could not suppose the 
which, upon my honour, t cannot for my soul author was so weak as to desi gn it f or any 
explain.” Lord 1 Mr Pickle,” said Emilia, other purpose. 

who 1^' by this time /ecollected herself, Peregnne*who ^illFCltained;ihliiBinemo- 
** I never questioned your gallantry and taste, ry the substance t>f his unlucky epistle, as 
but I am resolved that you never shall have well as the verses which were-indoskd, could 
cause to exercise your talents at inv ex- recollectno particular expression which could 
pense ; so that you tease yourself and 'mo to have justly given the least, umbrage ; and 
no purpose; come, ^opby, let us walk home therefore, jn the agbniea bf perplexity, beg- 
again.” ‘.‘^od God j; madam,” cried the gedf that the, wifely .iki^tl^,mforaitted to tJio 
lover. witli jfreat emQtfon, .^ why will you disi pidgmeht of Miss and faithfully pro- 
tract me yrith such Indifference ? stay, dear ^ibed to stand to her.awoid. • 

Emilia!. 1 cohiure Von on. my knees to stay * In short, this propceal. was, with seeming 
and hear me; oy dl that !Ui sacred, I. was not ^luptance, embraced by Ei^iUa, and an ap- 
to blame ! you must have been imposed upon pqihtment made {q meet next day in tbe same 
by some villahfi whoenviedmy good fortune,' ptacex whither both parties were dreired to ^ 
and took some treacherous mdhod to .ruin come, prbvided with their credential^, ac- 
my love.” " ' . . cording to which , definitive sentence would 

Miss Sophy, who possessed a large stock [be pronounced. 

L 
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' Our lover having succeeded thus far, oyer^’ that instant prevaS^ in i^ei)rea8t8 of both. 
Whelmed Sophy with acknoMfledgi^h^' on The judge, howpver,i itt alittie time resumed 
account of her ^nerous 'mediation, tod, in her solenmitjr, and h^inj;^ read the remain- 
the course of thmr walk, y^bich Emily was now ing part of this carious epistle, all three con- 
in no hurry to conclude, whispered a great tinned staiiiig at each other alternately for 
many tender protestations in.the ear of his the space naif ^ ,and then broke 

mistress, who nevertheless continued to act forth at the same infant into, another par- 
upon the reserve until lier, doubts should be oxysm ofpiirth. , from this unanimous con- 
more fully resolved. ^ ' vulsion, one would have, thought that both 

Mr Pickle having found means to amuse parties were extremely w:ell pleased with the 
them in the fields till the twilight, was oblig- joke ; yet ^is was by no means the case, 
ed to wish them a good even, after having Emilia imagined, that, .notwithstanding, his 
obtained a solemn repetition of their promise affected surprise, her lover, in spite of him- 
to meet him at the appointed time and place ; self, had renewed the laugh at her expense, 
and then retreated to his apartment, where and, in so doin^ aj^lauded bis pwn unmau- 
he spent the whole night in various conjee- nerly ridicule. This supposition could not 
tures on the subject of this letter, the gordi- fail of raising and reviving her indignation, 
an knot of which he could by no means while Peregrine highly resented the indigni- 
untie. ty with which he supposed himself tireated, in 

One while he imagined that some wag had her attempting to make him the dupe of such 
played a trick upon his messenger, in conse- a gross and ludicrous artifice. This being 
qucnce of which Emilia received a supposi- the situation of their thoughts, their mirth 
lious letter ; but, upon farther refiection, he was succeeded by a mutuiu gloominess of 
could not conceive the practicability of any aspect ; and the judge, addressing herself to 
such deceit. Then he began to , doubt the Mr Pickle, askea if he had any thing to offer 
sincerity of his mistress, who, perhaps, had \yhy sentence should not be pronounced, 
only made that on handle for discarding him, ** Madam," answered the culprit, ** 1 am sor- 
at tlie request of some favoured rival; but ry to find myself so low in the opinion of 
his own integrity forbade him to harbour this your cousin, as to be thought capable of being 
mean suspicion; and therefore ho was again deceived by. such a shallow contrivance." 
involved in the labyrinth of perplexity. « Nay, Sir," said Emilia, - “ the contrivance 

Next day he waited on the rack of impa- is your own ; and I cannot help admiring 
tience for the hour of five in the afternoon, your confidence in imputing it to me." Upon 
which no sooner struck, than he ordered my honour, Miss Emily," resumed our hero, 
Pipes to attend him, in case there should be ** you wrong my understanding as well as mv 
occasion for his evidence, and repaired to love, in accusing mo of having written such 
the place of rendezvous, yhcre he had not a silly, import iuent, performance, the very ap- 
tarried five minutes before the ladies appear- peamnee and address of it is so unlike tlic 
ed. Mutual compliments being post, and letter' which I ^d myself the lionour to write, 
the attendant stationed at a convenient dis*' that I daresay my man, even at this distance 
tance, Peregrine persuaded them to sit down of time, will remember the difference." So 
upon the grass; under the shade, of a spread- .saying he extended his voice, and beckoned 
ing oak, that they might be more at their to’Pipeg, who immediately drew near. His 
case ; while he stretched himself at their feet, mistress seemed to object to the evidence, by 
and desired that the paper on which his doom observing that, to he sure, Mr Pipes had his 
depended might be examined. Jt was ac- cue; when Peregrine begging she would spare 
cordingly put into the bands of his. fair arbi- him the mortification of considering him in 
tress, who read it immediately with an audi*'' such a dishonourable desired nis valet 
ble voice. The first two words of it were to examine the outside of the letter* and recoj- 
j'to sooner pronounced, than ho started with Icct if it was the same which he delivered to 
great emptioH, and raised himself on his Misa Gauntlet about two years ago. Pipes 
hand and knee, in which posture he listened hayihgtaken a superficial view of it, pulled up 
to the restpf the sentence ; then sprung Upon his breeches, saying, “ Mayhap it is, but we 
h’s feet in the utmost astonishment, and, have so many trips, and been in so many 
glowing with resontmont at the same time, creeks and comers since that time, that I can’t 
exclaiAd, Hell l^e devil ! what’s all pretend to be certain ; for I neitlierlceep jour- 
t ha , WJ aje^ of me, madam." nal nor logbook of our proccedinj^." Emilia 
** Pinjfsiy/^'^aid me the hear- cbmmpuded him for his.cmidour, at the same 

if\g &>a:f^;mod(mhts, and then urge what time d^og a sarcastic look at his. master, 
you ahitfl^tK%firt})er in your own defence. V as if she'tlmught he, had tampered . his 
khe proceeded : servant's integrity, in vain; and Peregrine 
but 1^ 'nnitofedr one half of the began' to jiaye and to curse his fiite for having 

performan^i^irrgmvity'^forBook her, and she subjected him to . such mean sospieion, at- 
was seized w fi.t of laughter, in testing heaven and. earth in the most earnest 
which neiihS6r,qf Tthe lovers could help join- manner, thair jfilr mom having composed and. 
ing, notwithstanding^the resentment which at conveyed thaistupid production, he had never 
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seen it before, nor been 'privy to the least 
circumstance of the plan. * 

Pipes, noyr, fi)r the first time, perceived 
the mischief ;iivhicb he jhad occasioned, and, 
moved with the transj^rts of hiamseter, for 
whom he had a most inviolable attachment, 
franklv declared Aat he was ready to make 
oath that Mr Pickle had no hand in the letter 
which he delivered. All three were amazed 
at this confession, the meaning of which they 
could not comprehend. Peregrine, after 
some pause, leaped upon Pipes, and seizing 
him by the throat, ekclaimed, in an ecstasy 
of rage, ** Rascal I tell me this instant what 
became of the letter I entrusted to your 
care.’* The 'patient valet, half strangled as 
he was, squirted a collection of tobacco- 
juice out of one comer of his mouth, and 
with great deliberation replied, “ Why,*— 
burnt it ; you wouldn’t have me give the 
young woman a thing that shook aU in thq 
wind in tatters, womd you!” The ladies 
intcrpdsed in behalf of the distressed squire, 
from whom, by dint of questions, wliich he 
had neither art* nor inclination to evade, they 
extorted an explanation of the whole affair. 

Such ndiculous simplicity and innocence 
of intention appeared in the composition of 
his expedient, that even the remembrance of 
all the chagrin which it had produced could 
not rouse Uicir indignation, or enable them 
to resist a third eruption of laughter, which 
th^ forthwith underwent. 

Pipes was dismissed with many menacing 
injunctions to beware of such conduct for the 
future ; Emilia stood with a confusion of joy 
and tenderness in her countenance; Fere- 
ine’s eyes kindled into rapture, and when 
iss Soj^hy pronounced the sentence of re- 
conciliation, advanced to his mistress, say- 
ing, truth is mighty and will prevail then 
clasping her m his anns, very impudently 
ravished a kiss, which she had not poprer to 
refiise. Nay, such was the impulse of his 
joy, that he took the same freedom with the 
lips of Sophy, calling her his kind mediatrix 
and guardian angel, and behaved with such 
extravagance of transpert as plainly evmced 
the fervour and sincerity of his love. 

1 shall not pretend to repeat the tender 
protestations tW were uttered on one side, 
or describe the bewitching glances of appro- 
bation with which they were received on the 
other : suffice it to say, that the endeanng 
intimacy of their former connexion was in- 
stantly renewed, and Sophy, who congratu- 
lated them upon the happy termination of 
their qulurrel^ fhvomred with their mutual 
confidence. In consequence of this happy 
pacification, they deliberated upon the means 
of seeing each other often ; and as he could 
not, without some previous introduction, visit 
her openly at the house of her relation, they 
a^eed to meet everv afternoon in the park, 
till the next assembly, at which he would 
solicit her as a partner, and she be unengag- 


ed, in expectation of his request. By this 
connexion he would be entitJed to visit her 
next day, and thus an avtiwed correspon- 
dence would of course coomience. This 
plan was actually put in execution^ and at- 
tended with a circumqtance which had well 
nigh produced some mischievous conse- 
quence, had not Peregrine’s good ffirtuno 
been superior to his discretion. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

I 

He achieves an adventure €U the assembly f 
and quarrels with his governor. 

At the assembly were no fewer than three 
gentlemen of fortune, who rivalled our lover 
m his passion for Emilia, and who had seve- 
rally begged the honour of dancing with her 
upon tliat occasion. She had excused her- 
self to each, on pretence of a slight indispo- 
sition that she foresaw would detmu her from 
the ball, and desired they would provide 
themselves with other partners. Obliged to 
admit her excuse, they accordingly followed 
her advice; and afmr they had engaged 
themselves beyond the power of retracting, 
had the mortification to see her there un- 
claimed. 

They in their turn made up to her, and 
expressed their surprise and concern at find- 
ing her in the assembly unprovided, after 
she had declined their mvitation ; but she 
told tliom tliat her cold bad forsaken her 
since she had the pleasure of seeing them, 
and that she would rely upon accident for 
a partner. Just as she pronounced these 
words to the last oT the three, Peregrine ad- 
vanced 08 an utter stranger, bowed witli 
great respect,’ told her he understood she 
was unengaged, and would think himself 
highly honoured in being accepted as her 
partner fbr the night ; and he had the good 
fortune to suqceed^in his application. 

As they were by far the handsomest and 
best accomplished couple in the room, they 
could not fiiil of attracting the notice and 
admiration of the spectators, which infiaihcd 
the jealousy of his three competitors, who 
immediately entered into a conspirficy against 
this gaudy stranger, whenn, as Qieir rival, 
they resolved to affront in public, Pursuant 
to the plan which they projj^ted for this 
purpose, the first count^ dance was no 
sooner concluded, than one of them, with his 
pc^ner, took pl^ of Peregrine and his 
mistresis, contrary to 'the regulation of the 
bill. Our lover, imputing hS behaviour to 
iaadvertendy, inffinned jihe gentleman of his 
mistake, and civilly dedired be would ratify 
his error. The otner told him, in on impe- 
rious tone, that he wanted none of his ad- 
vice, afid bade Mifi mind his own affiurs. 
Peregrine answered with some warmth, and 
insisted upon his nght; a dispute com- 



SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 

imenced; high words ensued, in the eojurse antagonist Without endeavouring to disaUe 
of which.our impetuous youth, h^faripg him, until he should he heartily satisfied with 
self reviled with the appellation 'of' sodnu- the vengeance hd had ^en: With; this 
drel, pulled off his anta^nidi’s periwig^ and view he returned^the salute, and raised such 
flung it in his face; , The ladles immediately a clatter about tbe squh^’s pate, that one who 
shrieked, the gentleippn mterposed, vEmilia had heard, without < seeing^ the application, 
was seized with a fit of trembW, ahd con- would have mistakefi the sound fhr that of a 
ducted to her seat, by her youithml admirer, salt-box, in the hwds of a dexterous Merry 
who begged pardon , for having discomposed Andrew, belorngihg ta .hhe of the booths at 
her, and vindicated' what he had done, by Bartholomew fair. ' Neither was this saluta* 
representing the necessity he was under to tion confined to his hei^; bissheulders,,.artnB,' 
resent the provocation he had received. thighs, ancles, and nbSf 'mre visited with 
Though she could not help owning the ; amazing rapidity, while Tom Fipek souiided 
justice of his plea, ehe was not the less con- the charge through his fist ^regrine, tired 
cemed at the dangerous situation in which : with this exercise, which hag almost bereft, 
he had involved himself, and, in the utmost 'his enemy of sensation,^ at kSt struck the 
consternation and anxiety, insisted upon go- | decisive blow, in consequence of which the 
ingdirecUy home. He could not resist her ! squire’s weapon flew out of his grasp, and 
importunities ; and her cousin being deter- i he allowed our hero to he the better man. 
mined to accompany her, he escorted them : Satisfied with this acknowledgment, the vie- 
to their lodgings, where he wished them tor w^ked up stairs, with such an elevation 
good night, after having, in order to quiet of spirits, and insolence of mien, that no-, 
their apprehensions, protested, that, if his body chose to intimate the resolution which 
opponent was satisfied, tie should never take , had been takefi in his absence ; there having 
any step towards the prosecution of the amused himself for some time in beholding 
quarrel. Meanwhile the assembly-room be- the country dances, he retreated to his lodg- 
came 'a scene of tumult and uproar. The ,ing, where he indulged hiinself all night m 
person who conceived himself injured, see- the contemplation of his own success, 
ing Peregrine retire, struggled with his com- Next day, to the forenoon, he went to 
panions, in order to pursue and take satisfac- visit his partner ; and the gentleman at 
tion of our hero, whom he loaded with terms whose house she lived, haying been inform- 
of abuse, and challenged to single combat, ed of his fkmily and condition, received him 
The director of the ball held a consulta- with great courtesy, as the acquaintance of 
tion with' all the subscribers who were pre- his cousin Gauntlet, and invited him to din- 
sent : and it was determined, by a majority ner that same day. 

of votes, that the two gentlemen who had Emilia was remarkalfiy well pleased, when 
occasioned the disturbance should be desired ^he understood the issue of his adventure, 
to, withdraw. This resofution being signi- which began to make some noise in' town, 
fied to one of the partied^ then present, ho even though it deprived her of a wealthy ad- 
made some . difficulty of complying, but was mirer. The squire having consulted an at- 
pereuaded to submit by his two confederates, torney about the nature of the dispute, in 
wlio accompanied him to the street-door, hopes of being able to prosecute Peregrine 
where he was met by Peregrine on his re- for an assault, found little encouragement to- 
turn to the assembly. go to taw : he therefore resolved to pocket 

This choleric gentleman, who was a conn- the insult and injury he had undergone, and 
try squire, na sooner saw his rival, than he to discontinue his addresses to her who wa:^ 
began to brandish his cudgel in a menacing the cause of both. 

posture ; when our adventurous youth, step- Our lover being told by his mistress, that 
ping with one foot, Imd his hand upon she . nroposed to stay a fortnight longer 
the hilt of bis sword, which he drew half at 1/y indsoV, he determined to eidoy her 
way out'iOf the scabbiurd. This attitude, and oompany all that t^e, and then to ^ve her 
the sight of the blade,' which glistened by a convoy to the house of her mother, whom 
moonlight in his fkca^ checked, in some sort, he longed to see. In • consequence of this 
the ardour of his wailant, who desired he plan, he every day contrived some fresh 
would toy bside his toaster, and take a bout party' of pleasure for the ladies, to whom he 
with^m equal arms. Peregrine, who had by this time free- access'; and Entangled 
jfeltpmt, mv^l-plajer, accepted the himself so much in the snares of lov^, that 
< ^ weapons with he seemed quite enchanted by Emilia’s 

Pip^^,wte)fibbdjNh^ charme; Which weVe now indeed almost ir- 

received the atta^ resistible. While' he thus' heedlessly* roved 
of htoaifrejpl^yhoa^ at random, with- in the fiowWy patibs pf pleasure; his ^ver- 
oiit Vickie could nor of Oicwdr alarmud n£ the unusual dura- 

have^beura^C^;^^! 0^ of hui:Imnd at the Hon of 'his absence, went to the young gen- 
first btow^M|t^ to tiemen who had accompanied him in his 

have beearwjm in Itopoiir to 'giye imme- excumibn^ and very earnestly entreated them 
diate quartet lie tCBolved to discipline his to tell him '^at Aey knew concerning his 
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pupil. They accordingly himfim ac-fbody la acted u]^n/by « »motio)PL ,of power 
count of tho^ v^counter that ^j^Mhied be>» paraQel: to jbl riglit Une. giv^ in jK^tion, thi^ 
tween Pere^no^ a^d'liQss EmSy fOduritlat pwer, or motKin^ has no effiiet to cauaethe 
in the eaat%' aiid"i&entioDed ciinOu^^ DOdy to ajpproach towards that line, or re- 
Bufficient^ to. convince him that hia charge cede hrpm it, but to move in a.llne ^mllel to 
was^fydangproibly engaged* .. a right line only, as anpeara fnom the; second 

Par from havu^ any aui^rity over Pere*^ law of inotion ; therefore'C A being hpi^el 
grind, Mr' Jolter durst hot even disoblige to D B"— . : / ' ^ 

him ; therefore, instead of writ^ to the His pupil laving listened to Mnt thud &r, ' 
commodpre, he took horse immediately, and could contain hiinself no longer, but iiiter-> 
that same night reached Windsor, where he rupted the invCstjjmtion with a loud laugh,, 
found his stray sheep very- much surprised at and told him, that his posttUata put him in 
hisMunexpeeted arrival. / mind of a certain learned and ingenious gen- 

. l%e ]^yerno| desiring to have some pri- tlemon, who undertook to disprove the ex- 
vate conversation with mm, they shut them* istence of natural evil, and asked no other 
Selves up in dn al>artment^ when Jolter, with datum on which to found his demonstration-, 
grei^ solemnity, communicated Ihe cause of hut an acknowled^ent that every thinff 
his jopmey, which was, no other than his that is is right. Yon may, therefore,^’ 
concern for his pupil’s welfare; and very said he, in a peremptory tone, ‘‘spare your- 
gravely undertook to prove, by matheniati- ^ self the trouble of torturing your invention ; 
cal demonstration, that this Intrigue, if 5ur- for, after all, I am pretty certain' that I shall 
ther pursued, would tend fp the young gen- want capacity to comprehend the discussion 
tleman’s ruin and disgrace. This singular of your lemma, and consequently be obliged 
jproposition raised the curiosity of Peregrine, to refbse my assent to your deduction.” 
who promised to yidd all. manner of atten- Mr Jolter was disconcerted at this declara- 
tion, and desired him to begin without fur- tion, and so much offended at Peregrine’s 
ther preamble. disrespect, that he could not help expressing 

The governor; encouraged with tliis ap- his displeasurp, by telling him. flatly, that he 
pearance of candour, expressed his satisfac- was too violent and headstrong to be re- 
tion in finding him so opOn to conviction; claimed by reahon.'and gentle means ; that 
and told him he would proceed upon geome- he (the tutor) must be obliged, in the dis- 
trical principles. Then, hemming thrice, he charge of his duty and conscience, to inform 
observed, that no mathematical inquiries the commodore of his pupil’s imprudence ; 
could be carried on, except upon certain that if the lasvs of this realm were effectual, 
data^ or concession to truths that were self- they would take cognizance of the gipsy who 
evident; and therefore he most crave his hauled him astray; and observe^ by way 
assent to a few axioms, which he was sure of control, that^ if such a preposterous in- 
Mr Pickle would see na reason to dispute, tri^e had happened in Fri&nce; she would 
“In the first place, then;” said he, “you have been clapped )ip in a conyent two years 
will grant, I hope, that youth and discretion ego. 

are, with respect to each other, as two paral- Our lover’s eyes kindled with indignation, 

lei lines, which, though infinitely produced, when he heard his mistre^ treated With 
remain still equidistant, and will neve^^ coin*, such irreverence. He could scarce refrain 
cide ; and then you must allow, that passion from inflicting manual chastisement on the 
acts upon the human miiid in a ratio com- blasphemer, whom he reproached in his 
pounded of the acuteness of sense and con- wrath as an arrogant pedant, without either 
stitutional heiat; and,, thirdly, you will not delicacy or sense cautioned him against 
deny that the angle of* remorse is equal to using any suqh impertinent, freedoms with 
that of precipitation. The postulata being his ufairs for the future, on pi|,in of incurring 
admitted,” added he, taking pen, ink, and more severe effbeUt of his resentment, 
paper, and drawing a p^rmlelogram, “let entertained very high no- 

youth be represented by the right line A B, tions of that veneration to which, he thought 
and discretion by another right line, C D, h^self. entitled by his character and <tualz- 
parallcl to tbd former. .Complete the paral- ficatiqns, fikd not borne, without repihing, 
lelogram A B C D, and let the point of ih* his viwt of influence and authority over Jus 
terscction, B, represent perdition. Let pas- pupi), against whom bu'cherished a particn- 
sioD, represented undeif the letter C, Imve a lar glfudgo ever since Jthe, adventure, of the 
motion m the dbeetioh C A, At the same painted eye; and therefhi^> onjthis occasion, 
rime, let imothermotion.Wcomrntmi^^^ to polHiq; fbrteai^imc:)ad hbe^ overcome 
it, in-^; direction C D^ it will, proceed in by the accumidaied . Captives of his disgust, 
the dij^nal C,B, and de^be it in the Indeed, he WHUild^ve^rem^ed his charge 
sme time tliat it would have described the .with disdain, had he not been encouraged to 
side C A; by the fimf motion, or the side C perenvere, by the of - a gqqd living 
B by the 8econd«:\T6 understand the de- which Trunnion had'tn his gift* Or.khown 
monstration of this eorolUu^, we must pre-- howto dispose of himself fbr the present to 
mise this obvious principle, that, wh^^a better advantage. 
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SMOLLETT^ 

CHAPTER XXV; ; \ . 

He receives a letter from hie enintf breaks 
with the commodore, and disobliges the 
lieutenant, u)ko, nevertheless, undertakes . 
his cause. ^ ' 

Meanwhile he qmttqd the youth in high 
dudgeon, and that erac evening despatched 
a letter for Mrs Trunnion, which was dictated 
by the first transports of his passion, and of 
course replete with severe animadversions 
on the misconduct of his pupil. 

In consequence of this complaint, it was 
not long before Peregrine received an epistle 
from his aunt, wherein she commemorated 
all Ujo circumstances of the commodore’s 
benevolence towards him, when he was help- 
less and forlorn, deserted and abandoned by 
his own parents, upbraided him for his mis- 
behaviour and neglect of his tutor’s advice, 
and insisted upon his breaking oif all inter- 
course with that girl who had seduced his 
youth, as he valued the continuance of her 
affection and her husband’s regard. 

As our lover’s own ideas of generosity were 
extremely refined, he was shocked at the in- 
delicate insinuations of Mrs Trunnion, and 
felt all the pangs of an ingenuous mind that 
labours under obligations to a person whom 
it. contemns. Far from obeying her injunc- 
lion, or humbling himself by a submissive an- 
swer to her reprehension, liMs resentment 
buoyed him up above every selfish considera- 
tion ; he resolved to attach himself to Emilia, 
if possible, more than ever ; and although he 
was tempted to punish fhe ofiiciousness of 
Jolter, by recriminating upon his life and 
conversation, he generously withstood the 
impulse of his passion, because he knew that 
his governor had no other dependence than 
the good opinion of the commodore. He could 
not, however, digest in silence the severe 
expostulations of his aunt, to which he re- 
plied by the following letter, addressed to her 
husband. 

“Sir, — ^Though my temper could never 
s-toop to offer, nor, I believe, your disposition 
deign to receive, that gross incense which 
the illi^ral only expect, and none but the 
baec-minded condescend to pay, my sen- 
timents Jiave always done justice to your 
generosity, and my intention scrupulously 
adhered to the dictates of my duty. Con- 
Kcioi#^ tills inlegjiity . of heart, I cannot but 
.s. yaw lady’s unkind (I will not 
csflnl^gancrops) recapitulation of the fn- 
vours,I iKvq;.r^ as 1 take it hr 

'you ^ approved of her 

iett^ you, that, 

far roenacaa and re* 

embrace the most 
al^ect rather than sub- 

mit to 9 'j^i#honourabIe compulsion. 
When 1 am itt a moire deKcate and 
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respectable manner, t hope I sh^l behave as 
becomes, Sir, your obliged 

F. PicicLB,” 

The commodore, who did not' understand 
those nice di^inc^ns oif behatdour, and 
dreaded the consejwence . of , PereMne’s 
amouTv against which he was strange]^, pre- 
possessed, seemed exasperated Ae inso- 
lence and obstinacy of Ms adapted son ; to 
whose epistle he wrote the fpllbwihganswer, 
which was transmitted by the hands of HatOli- 
way, who had orders to, bring jthe delinquent 
along with him to the gatrison. 

‘♦Hark ye, child, you nepd not bring your 
fine speeches to bear upon me. You only 
expend your ammunition to no purpose. Your 
aimt told you nothing but truth; for it is al- 
ways fair and honest to be above board, d’ye 
see. I am informed as how you are in chase 
of a painted galley, which will decoy you 
upon the flats of destruction, unless you keep 
a better look-outf and a surer reckoning than 
you have hitherto done ; and I have sent Jack 
Hatchway to see how the land lies^ and warn 
you of yaur danger : if so be as you will put 
about ship, and let him steer you into this 
harbour, you shall meet with a safe birth and. 
frimidly reception; But if you refuse to alter 
your course* you cannot expect any fur- 
ther assistance from yours, as you behave, 
♦♦Hawser Trunnion.” 
Peregrine was equally piqued and discon- 
certed at the receipt of this fetter, which was 
quite different from what ho had expected, 
and declared in a resolute tone to the lieu- 
tenant, wlio brought it, that he might return 
as soon lie pleased, for ho was determined . 
to consult iiis own inclination, and remain for 
some time longer where he was. 

Hatchway endeavoured persuade him 
by all the arguments which his sagacity and 
firiendship could supply, to show a Tittle more 
defergnee for the old man, who was by this 
time rendered fretful and peevish by the 
gout; which now hindered him from enjoying 
himself as usual, and who might, in his pas- 
sion, take some step very much to the detri- 
ment of the young j^ntleman, whom he had 
hitherto copsidered as his own son. Among 
other remonstrances, Jack observed, that 
mayhaps Peregrine had got under Emilia’s 
hatches, and did not chuse to set her adrift ; 
and if that was the case, he himself would 
take charge of the vessel, and see her cargo 
safely delivered ; for he liad a respect, for the 
young woman, and his needle pointed towards 
matrimony, and as, in all probability, she 
could pot be . much the , worse for the wear, 
ho would make sMR to send thropgh life 
with her under itn feasy sail. 

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, 
and, having tlianked him for this last in- 
stance pf his complaisance, repeated hi$ re- 
solution of adhering tp his first ^purpose. 
Hatchway having profited so little by mild 
exhortations, assumed a more peremptory 
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aspect, and plainly told him he neither could 
nor would go home without him ; so he had 
best make immediate preparation for tlie 
voyage. 

Peregrine made no other reply to this de- 
claration than by a contemptuous smile, and 
rose from his seat in order to retire ; upon 
which the lieutenant started up, and posting 
liimself at the door, protested, with some 
menacing gestures, that he would not suffer 
him to run a-head neither. The other, in- 
censed at his presumption, in attempting to 
detain him by force, tripped up his wooden 
leg, and laid h\m on his back in a moment ; 
then walked deliberately towards tlie park, 
in order to indulge his reflection, which at 
that time teemed with disagreeable thoughts. 
He had not proceeded two hundred stops, 
when he heard something blowing and stamp- 
ing behind him ; and, looking back, perceived 
tlie lieutenant at his heels with rage and in- 
dignation in his countenance. This exas- 
perated seaman, impatient of the affront lie 
had received, and forgetting all the circum- 
stances of their former intimacy, advanced 
with great eagerness to his old friend, say- 
ing, — “Look ye, brother, you're a saucy boy, 
and if you were at sea, I would have your 
backside brought to the davit for your diso- 
bedience ; but as we are on shore, you and 
f must crack a pistol at one anotiier ; here 
is a brace, you shall take which you please.” 

Peregrine, upon recollection, was sorry for 
having been laid under the necessity of dis- 
obliging honest Jack, and very frankly asked 
his pardon for what ho had done. But tliis 
condescension was misinterpreted by the 
other, who refused any other satisfaction 
than that which an ofliccr ought to claim ; 
and, with some irreverent expressions, asked 
if Perry was afraid of his bacon. The youth, 
inflamed at this unjust insinuation, darted a 
ferocious look at the challenger, told^him ho 
had paid but too much regard to his infirmi- 
ties, and bid him walk forward to the park, 
where he would soon convince him of his 
error, if he thought his concession proceeded 
from fear. • 

About this time they were overtaken by 
Pipes, who having heard the lieutenaiit's foil, 
and seen him pocket hi® pistols, suspected 
llvit there was a quarrel in the case, and 
followed him with a view of protecting his 
master. Peregrine seeing him arrive, and 
guessing his intention, assumed ati air of 
serenity, and pretending that he Iiad left his 
handkerchitef at the inn, ordered his man to go 
thither and fetch it to him in the park, where 
he would find them at his return. This com- 
mand was twice repeated before Tom would 
take any other notice of the message, except 
by shaking his head ; but being urged with 
many threats and curses to obedience,* he 
gave them to understand that he knew their 
drift too well to trust them by themselves. 
“ As for you, Lieutenant Hatchway,” said he, 


“I have been your shipmate, and know you 
to be a sailor, that’s enough ; and as for 
master, I know him to be as good a man as 
ever stepped between stem and stern, where- 
by, if you have any thing to say to him, I am 
your man, as the saving is, Here’s my sap- 
ling, and I don’t value your crackers of a 
rope’s end.” This oration, the longest that 
ever Pipes was known to make, he conclud- 
ed with a flourish of his cudgel, and enforced 
with such determined refusals to leave them, 
that they found it impossible to bring the 
cause to mortal arbitrement at that lime, and 
strolled about the park in profound silence ; 
during which Hatchway’s indignation subsid- 
ing, he all of a sudden thrust out his hand, 
as an advance to reconciliation, which being 
cordially shaken by Peregrine, a general pa- 
cification ensued, and was followed by a con- 
sultation about the means of extricating the 
youth from his present perplexity. Had his 
disposition been like that of most other young 
men, it would have been no difficult task to 
overcome his difficulties ; but such was the 
obstinacy of his pride, that he deemed him- 
self bound in honour to resent the letters he 
had received ; and, instead of submitting to* 
the pleasure of the'eommodore, expected an 
acknowledgment from him, without which 
he would listen to no terms of accommoda- 
tion. “Had I been his own son,” said he, 
“ I should have bore liis reproof, and sued 
for forgiveness ; but knowing myself to be 
on the footing of an orphan, who depends 
entirely upon jxis benevolence, I am jealous 
of every thing that can be construed into dis- 
respect, and insist upon being treated with 
the most punctual regard. I shall now make 
application to my father, who is obliged to 
provide forme by the tics of nature, as well 
as the laws of the land : and if he sliall refuse 
to do mo justice, I cau never want employ- 
ment wliiie rncii arc required for his majesty’s 
service.” 

The lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, 
beggod he would take no new step until he 
should hear from him ; and that very evening 
set out for the garrison, where he gave Tnin- 
nion an account of the miscarriage of hisne- 
gotiatioit ; told him how highly Peregrine \wds 
offended at the letter; communicated the 
young gentleman’s sentiments and resolu- 
tion ; and, finally, assured him, that unless 
he should think proper to ask pardon fbrthe 
offence he had committed, ho would; in all 
appearance, never more behold the face of 
hiB godson. 

The old commodore was utterly confound- 
ed at this piece of ititeUigence ; he had ex- 
pected all the humility of obedience and con- 
trition from the young man ; and, instead of 
that, received nothing but the most indig- 
nant opposition, and even, found himself in 
. the circumstances of an ofihndef, obliged to 
make attonement, or forfeit all comspon- 
dence with his favourite. These insolent 
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conditions at first tlirew him into an iijg^ony of 
wrath, and he vented execrations with snch 
rapidity, that he left himself no time to 
breathe, and had almost been suffocated with 
his choler. He inveighed bitterly against 
the ingratitude of Per^ine, whom he men- 
tioned witJi many opprobrious epithets, and 
swore that he ought to be keelhauled for 
his presumption ; but wbeii he began to re- 
flect more coolly upon the spirit of the young 
^ntleinan, which had already manifested 
itself on many occasions, and listened to the 
suggestions of Hatchway, whom he had al- 
ways considered as an oracle in his way, bis 
resentment abated, and he determined to take 
Perry into favour again : this placability be- 
ing not a little facilitated by Jack’s narrative 
of our hero’s intrepid behaviour at the as- 
sembly, as well as in the contest with him in 
the park. But still this plaguy amour oc- 
curred like a bugbear to his imagination ; for 
he held it as an infallible maxim, that woman 
was an eternal source of misery to man. In. 
deed tliis apothegm he seldom repeated since 
Jiis marriage, except in the company of a very 
few inmates, to whose secrecy and discre- 
tion he could trust. Finding Jack himself 
Tit a nonplus in the affair of Emilia, he con- 
sulted Mrs Trunnion, who was equally sur- 
prised and offended when she understood 
that her letter did not produce the desired 
effect ; and, after having imputed the youth’s 
obstinacy to his uncle’s unseasonable indul- 
gence, had recourse to the advice of the par- 
son, who, still with an eye to his friend’s ad- 
vantage, counselled them to send the young 
gentleman on his travels^ in the course of 
which he woi^ld, in all probability, forget the 
amusements of his greener years. The pro- 
posal was judicious, and immediately approv- 
ed; when Tnmnion, going into his closet, 
after divers efforts, produced the following 
billet, with which Jack departed for Wind- 
sor that same afternoon. 

“My Good Lad, — If I gave offence in my 
last letter, I’m sorry for’t, d’ye see ; I thought 
it was the likeliest wav to bring yoii up ; but, 
in time to como, you shall have a larger swing 
of cable. When you can spare time, 1 shaU 
be glad if you will make a short trip, and see 
your aunt, and him who is your loving god- 
father ahd humble servant, 

' “ Hawser Trunnion.” j 

P.S. If you want money, you may draw 
upon m^^ payable at sight.” 

. ' 

; CHAPTER XXVI. 

He and despondent ; is 

favou^e4.ipUke^ condescending letter from 
tns unde^r reepneUes himself to his g-o- 
vemOr'^ anA she. out with Emilia and her 
friendfirl^^ QamtleVs house. 

Pereorine, fortified as he was with pride 


and indignation, did not fail to feel the smart- 
ing suggestions of his present situation ; after 
having lived so long in an affluent andiinbe- 
rious manner, he cpujdill brook the thoughts 
of submitting to the mortifying exigencies of 
life. All the miidy schetnes of pomp and 
leasure, whi<m his luxuriant iniagination 
ad formed, began to dissolve, a train of mel- 
ancholy ideas took possession of his thoughts, 
and the prospect of losing ^Emilia was not 
the least part of his affliction. Though he 
endeavoured to suppress the ch^rin that 
preyed upon his heart, he could not conceal 
the disturbance of his mindci&om the pene- 
tration of that amiable young lady, who sym- 
pathised with him in nor heart, though she 
I could not give her tongue the liberty of ask- 
ing the cause of his disorder : for, notwith- 
standing all the ardour of his addresses, he 
never could obtain from her the declaration 
of a mutual flame; because, though he had 
hitherto treated her with the utmost rever- 
ence of respect, he had never once mention- 
ed tlie final aim of his passion. However 
honourable she supposed it to be, she had 
discernment enough to foresee that vanity or 
interest, co-operating with the levity ofyouth, 
might one day deprive her of her lover, anil 
she was too proud to give him any hanffle of 
exulting at her expense. Although he was 
received by her with the most distinguished 
civility, and even an intimacy of friendship, 
all his solicitations could never extort from 
her tin acknowledgment of love ; on the con- 
trary, being of a gay disposition, she some- 
times coquetted with other admirers, that his 
attention, tlnn whetted, m'ght never abate, 
and that he might see she h;id other resour- 
ces, in case he should flag in Iiis affection. 

This being the prudential plan on which 
she acted, it cannot be supposed tliat she 
would condescend to inquire into the state 
of hisjtlioughts, when she saw him thus af- 
fected , but she, nevertheless, imposed that 
task on her cousin and confidant, who, as 
they walked together in the park, observed 
that he seemed to be out of humour. When 
this is the case, such a question generally 
increases the disease ; at least it had that 
effect upon Peregrine, who replied somewhat 
peevishly, “ I assuse you, madam, you never 
was more mistaken in your observations.” — 
“ I think so too,” said Emilia, ** for I never 
saw Mr Pfekle in higher spirits.” This iron- 
ical encomium completed his cQnfusion ; he 
affected to smile, but it was a smile of an- 
guish, and in his heart he cursed the vivacity 
of both. He could not forliis soul recollect 
himself so aq to utter one connected sen- 
tence ; and the suspicion that they observed 
every circumstance of his behaviour, threw 
such a damp on his spirits, that be was quite 
overwhelm^ with shame and resentment, 
when .Sophy, easting her eyes toward the 
gate, said, “Yonder is your . servant, Mr 
Pickle, with another man who seems to have 
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a woollen leg.’* Peregrine started at this 
intelligence and immediately underwent sun- 
dry changes df complexion, knowing that his 
fate in a great m^sute depended upoh the 
mformatioh he.wduld receive from his fHend. 

Hatchway, advancing to the company, af- 
ter a brace of sea bows to the ladies, took 
the youth aside and put the commodore’s let- 
ter into his band, which threw him into such 
an agitation that he could scarce pronounce 
“ Ladies will you ^ve me leavci 1” When, in 
consequence of their permission, he attempt- 
ed to open the billet, he fumbled with such 
manifest disorder, that his mistress, who 
watched his motions, began to think there 
was something very interesting in* the mes- 
sage ; and so much was she affected with his 
concern, that she was fain to turn her head 
another way, and wipe the tears from her 
lovely eyes. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine no sooner read the 
first sentence, than his countenance, which 
before was overcast with a deep gloom, be- 
gan to be lighted up, and every feature un- 
bending by degrees, he recovered his sereni- 
ty. Having perused the letter, his eyes 
sparkling with jo}r and gratitude, he hugged 
the lieutenant in his arms, and presented mm 
to the ladies as one of his besl^ friends. Jack 
met with a most gracious reception, and 
shook Emilia by the hand, telling her, with a 
familiar appellation of old acquaintance, that 
he did not care how soon he was master of 
such another cleon-going frigate as herself. 

The whole company partook of the fa- 
vourable change that evidently appeared in | 
our lover’s recollection, and enlivened his 
conversation with such an uncommon flow 
of sprightliness and good humour, as even 
made an impression on the iron countenance 
of Pipes himself, wiio actually smiled with 
satis&ction as he walked behind them. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, 
they directed their course homeward ; and 
while the valet attended Hatchway to the 
inn, Peregrine escorted the ladies to their 
lodgings, where he owned the justness of 
Sophy’s remark, in saving he was out of hu- 
mour, and told them he had been extremely 
chagrined at a difference which had happen- 
ed between him and his uncle, to whom, (by 
the letter which they had seen him receive) 
he now found himself happily reconciled. 

Having received their congratulations, and 
declined staying to sup with them, on ac- 
count of the longing desire he had to con- 
verse with his friend Jack, he took his leave, 
and repaired to th^ inn, where Hatchway 
informed him of every thing that had hap- 
pened in the garrison upon his representa- 
tions. Par from being disgusted, he was 
perfectly well pleased with the prospect of 
going abroad, which flattered his vanity and 
ambition, .gratified hjs thirst after know- 
ledge, and indulged thaf turn for observa- 
tion, for which he had been remarkable 
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from his most tender years. Neither did 
he believe a short absence would tend to the i 
prejudice of his love,, but, on the contrary, 
enhance the value of his heart, because he 
should return better accomplished, and con- 
sequently a more wplcomc offering to his 
mistress. Elevated with these sentiments, . 
his heart dilated With joy, and the sluices 
his natural benevolence oeing opened by this, 
happy turn of his affairs, he sent his conipli- ' 
.ments to Mr Joltcr, to whom he had not ' 
spoken during a whole week, and desired he 
would favour Mr Hatchway and him with Iiis 
company at supper. 

The governor was not weak enough to de- 
cline this invitation; in consequence of 
which he forthwith appeared, and was cor- 
dially welcomed by the relenting pupil, who 
expressed his sorrow for the misunderstand- 
ing which had prevailed between them, and 
assured him, that, for the future, he would 
avoid giving him any just cause of complaint. 
— Jolter, who did not want affection, was 
melted by this acknowledgment, whicli he 
could not have expected, and earnestly pro- 
tested, that his chief study had always been, 
and ever should be, to promote Mr Pickle's 
interest and happiness. 

The best part of the night being spent in 
the circulation of a cheeitul glass, the com- 
pany broke up ; and next morning Peregrine 
went out with a view of making his mistress 
acquainted with his uncle’s intention of send- 
ing him outiof the kingdom for his improve- 
ment, and of saying every thing which he 
thouglit necessary for the interest of his love. 
He round her at breakfast with her cousin ; 
and, as he was ve^ full of the subject of his 
visit, had scarce nxed himself in his seat, 
when he brought it upon the carpet, by ask- 
ing, with a smile, if the ladies had any com- 
mands for Paris. Emilia, at this question, 
began to stare, and her confidant desired to 
know who was going thither. He no sooner 
gave them to understand that he himself in- 
tended in a short time to visit that capital, 
than his mistress, with great precipitation, 
wished him a good journey, and affected to 
talk with indifference about the pleasures he 
would enjoy in France ; but when he serious- 
ly assured Sophy, who asked if he was in 
earnest, that his uncle actually insisted upon 
his making a short tour, the tears gushed 
into poor Emilia’s eyes, and she was at 
great pains to conceal her concern, by ob- 
serving that the tea was so scalding hot, as 
to make her eyes water. This pretext was 
too tliin to impose upon her lover, or even 
deceive the observation of her friend Sophy, 
who, after breakfast, took an opportunity of 
quitting the room. 

Thus left by themsOives, Peregrine, im- 
parted to her what he had learned of the 
commodore’s intention, without, however, 
mentioning a syllable of his beihg offended 
at their correspondence, and accompanied 
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hi^ information with such fervent vows of Heavens ! what were the emotions of his 
eternal constancy and solemn promises of a soul, when he beheld the volumes of Oame 
spe^y return, that Emilia’s heart, which and smoke rolling* towards the room where 
had been invaded by a suspicion that this his dear Emilia lay I Regardless of his. own 
scheme of travelling was the effect of her danger, he darted himself through the tjiick- 
lover’s inconstanev, ^egan to be more at est of the gloom, when knocking hard, and 
case; and she could not help signifying her calling at the same time to the ladies,, with 
approbation of his design. the most anxious entreaty to be admitted. 

This affair being amicably compromised, the door was opened by Emilia in her shift, 
he asked how soon she proposed to set out who asked, with the utmost trepidation, 
for her mother’s house ; and understanding what was the matter. He made • no reply, 
that her departure was fixed for next day but but snatchipg her up in his arms, like an- 
one, and that her cousin Sophy intended to other ^Eneas, bore her through the flames to 
accompany her in her lather’s chariot,' he re- a place of safety ; where, le^^ving her before 
peated his intention of attending her. In she could recollect herself, or pronounce one 
the mean time he dismissed his governor and word, but ** Alas ! my cousin ISophy !” ho 
the lieutenant to the garrison, with iiis com- flew back to the rescue of that young lady, 
pliments'tohisauntand the commodore, and and found her already delivered by Pipes, 
a faithful promise of his being with them in wlio, having been alarmed by the smell of 
six days at the farthest. fire, liad got up, rushed immediately to the 

These previous measures being taken, he, chamber where he knew these companions 
attended by Pipes, set out with the 'adies ; lodged, and (Emily being saved by her lover) 
and tiiey had also a convoy for twelve miles brought off Miss Sophy with the loss of his 
from Jophy's father, who at parting recom- own shock head of hair, which was singed 
mended them piously to the care of Perc- off in his retreat. 

grine, v. ith whom, by this time, lie was per- By this time the whole inn was alanned ; 
fectly well acquainted. every lodger, as well as servant, exerted 

himself, in order to stop the progress of this 
calamity ; and there being a well replenish- 
CHAPTER XXVH. ed horse-pond in the yard, in less than an 

hour the fire was totally extinguished, with- 
They meet with a dreadful alarm oii the out having done any other damage than that 
road — arrive at their journei/s end — of consuming about two yards of the wooden 
Peregrine is introduced to Emilia^ s bro- gallery. 

ther — these two yming gentlemen misun- All this time our young gentleman closely 

ikrstand each other — Pickle departs for attended his fair charge, each of whom had 
the garrison. swooned with apprehension; but as their 

* constitutions were good, and their spirits not 

As they travelled at ah Casy rate, they had easily dissipated, when, upon reflection, they 
performed something more than one half found themselves and their company safe, 
of their journey, when they were benighted and that the flames were happily quenched, 
near an inn,^t which they resolved to lodge; the tumult of their fears subsided, they put 
the accommodation was very good; they on their clothes, recovered their good hu- 
supped together with great mirth and enjoy- mour,*and began to rally each other on the 
ment, and it w'as not till after he had been trim in which they had been secured. Sophy 
w^arned by the yawns of the ladies, that he observed, that now Mr Pickle had an indie- 
conducted them to t!:eir apartment; where, putable claim to her cousin’s affection; and 
wishingthem good night, he retired to his own, therefore she ought 6o lay aside all affected 
and went to rest. reserve for the fiiture, and frankly avow the 

^ ■'file house was crowded with country peo- sentiments of her heart. Emily retorted the 
pie who had been at a neighbouring fair, argument, puttin^.her in mind, that, by the 
and now regaled themselves with ale and to- same claims Mr Pipes was entitled to the like 
bacco in the yard ; so that their considcra- return from her. Hep friend admitted the 
tion, which at any time was but slender, force of the conclusion, provided she could 
being now overwhelmed by this debauch, not find means of satisfying her deliverer in 
they s^gered into their respective kennels, another shape ; and turning to the valet, who 
and a lighted candle sticking to one of happened to be present^ asked if his heart 
the wooden p:’lars that supported the gal- was not otherwise enga^d. Tom, who did 
lety. The flame in a little time laid hold on not conceive the meaning of the question, 
the wood^ which was as d^ as tinder, and stood silent, accordingto custom; and the 
the whole gallery was on fire, when Pere- interrogation being repeated, answered willi 
griflil saddenly awaked, and found himself a grin, “ Heart whole os a biscuit, I’ll assure 
almost auflfei^d. He sprung up in an in- yon, mistress.” «Wbat!” said Emilia, 
slant, slipped on his breeches, and throwing <‘havc you never been in love, Thomas 1” 
open tlie of his chamber, saw the whole « Yes, forsooth,’' toplied the valot, without 
entry in a blaze/ : hesitation, ” sometimes of a morning. Pei> 
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egrine could not belp laughing, and his mia* 
tiress looked ft little disconcertedt at this blunt 
repa.rtee; whjileSophTf slipping a purse into 
his hand,, told him there was something to 
purchase a periwig. Tom, having consult- 
ed his master’s eyes, refused the present, 
sayings “ No,* thank ye as. much as if did.” 
And, though she insisted upon his putting it 
in his pocket, .^as a small testimony of her 
gratitude, he could not be prevailed upon to 
avail himsfelf of her generosity ; but, follow- 
ing her to the other end of the room, thrust 
it into her sleeve without ceremony, exclaim- 
ing — “ ril bo damn’d to> h— il if I do.” Per- 
egrine, having* checked him for his boorish 
behaviour, Cent him out of the room, and 
begged that Miss Sophy , would not endea- 
vour to debauch the morals of his servant, 
who, though rough and uncultivated as he 
was, had sense enough to perceive that he 
liad no pretension to any such acknowledg- 
ment. But she argued with great vehemence 
that she should never be able to make an ac- 
knowledgment adequate to the service he had 
done her, and that she should never be per- 
fectly easy in her own mind, until she found 
some opportunity of manifesting the sense 
she had of the obligation : 1 do not pre- 

tend,” said she, ** to reward Mr Pipes ; but 
I shall be absolutely unhappy, unless I am 
allowed to give him some token' of my re- 
gard.” 

Peregrine, thus earnestly solicited, desir- 
ed tliat, since she was bent upon displaying 
her generosity, she would not bestow upon 
him any pecuniary gratification, but honour 
liim .with some trinket, as a mark of Consid- 
eration ; because he himself had such a par- 
ticiilar value for the fellow, on account of 
his attachment and fidelity, that he should 
he sorry to see him treated on tiie tooting of 
a common mercenary domestic. 

There was not one jewel in the possession 
of this grateful young lady, that she wotrld not 
Isave gladly given as a recompense, or badge 
of distinction, to her rescuer ; but his master 
pitched upon n seal-ring of no great value, 
that hung at her watclit and Pipes being call- 
ed in, bad permission to accept that testimo- 
ny of Miss trophy’s favour. Tom received 
it accordingly with sundry scrapes, and, hav- 
ing kissed It with great devotion, put it on 
his little finger, and -strutted off, extremely 
proud of his acquisition. 

Emilia, with a most enchanting sweetness 
of aspect, told her lover, that he had instruct- 
ed lier how to behave towards him ; and tak- 
ing a diamond ring from her fin^r, desired 
lie would wear it for her sake. He received 
the pledge as became him, and presented an- 
other in e.xchange, which she at first refused, 
alleging, that it would destroy the intent of 
her aeknowledginent ; but Peregr’me assqred 
her; j he hod accepted her jewel, not as a 
proof of her gratitude, but as tho mark of her, 
Jove ; and that, if she refused a mutual token. 


he should look i^n himself as the object of 
her disdaia; Her eyes kindled, and her 
cheeks glowed with resentmeiiti this impu- 
dent intimation, which she considered as an 
unseasonable insult ; and the young gentle- 
man, perceiving lier ^motion, stooifcoiTect- 
cd for bis temerity, and asked pardon for the 
liberty of his remonstrance, which he hoped 
she would ascribe to the prevalence of that 
principle alone which he had always taken 
pride in avowing. 

Sophy, seeing him disconcerted, interpos- 
ed in his behalf, and chid her cousin for hav- 
ing practised such unnecessary affectation ; 
upon which Emilia, softened into compliance, 
held out her finger as a signal of her conde- 
scension. Peregrine put on the ring with 
great eagerness, mumbled her soft white 
hand in an cxtacy, which would not allow 
him to confine his embraces to that limb, but 
urged him to seize her by the waist, and 
snatch a delicious kiss from her love-pouting 
lips ; nor ivould he leave her a butt to the 
ridicule of Sophy, on whose mouth he* in- 
stantly committed a rape of the same nature ; 
so that the two friends, countenanced by 
each other, reprehended him with such gen- 
tleness of rebuke, that he was almost tempt- 
ed to repeat the offence. 

The morning being now lighted up, and 
the servants of the mn on foot, he ordered 
some chocolate for brealcfast, and, at the de- 
sire of the ladies, sent Pipes to see the horses 
fed, and tho chariot prepared, while he went 
to the bar and discharged the bill. 

These measures being taken, they set out 
about five o’clock, and having refreshed them- 
selves and their cattle at another inn on the 
road, proceeded in the afternoon. Without 
meeting with any other accident, they safe- 
ly arrived at the place of their destination, 
w^here Mrs Gauntlet expressed her joy at see- 
ing her old friend MrPicklc, whom, however, 
she kindly reproached for the long discontin- 
uance of his regard. Without explaining 
the cause of that interruption, he protested, 
that his love and esteem liad never been dis- 
continued, and that, for the future, he should 
omit no occasion of testifying how much he 
had her friendship at heart, ^he then made 
him acquainted with her son, who at that 
time was in the house, being excused from 
his duty by furlough. 

This young man, whose name was. God- 
feey, was about the age , of twenty, of a mid- 
dling size, vigorous make, remarkably well 
shaped ; and the scars of the small ppx, of 
vvhich he bore a good niunber, added a pecu- 
liar manliness to the air of his countenance. 
His capacity was good^ and hia disposition 
naturally frank and easy; but he had been a 
soldier from, his infency, and his education 
was altogether in the military style. He 
looked upon taste and letters as meie ped; 
antry, beneath the consideration of a gentle- 
man ; and every civil station of life as moan, 
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when compared with the profession of arms. 
Ho had made ^4it progress in the gymnastic 
sciences of dancing, fencing^' aj^d riding, 
played perfectly well on the German flute, 
and, above all things, valued himself upon a 
scrupulous observance of all the points of 
honour. 

Had Peregrine and he considered thetn- 
selves upon equal footing, in all probability 
they would have immediately entered into a 
league of intimacy and friendship : but this 
sufficient soldier looked upon his sister’s ad- 
mirer as a yotmg student, raw from the uni- 
versity, and utterly ignorant of mankind ; 
while Squire Pickle beheld Godfrey in the 
light of a needy volunteer, greatly inferior to 
himself in fortune, as well as every other ac- 
coinplislnncnt. This mutual misunderstand- 
ing could not fail of producing animosities. 
The very next day after i^regrine’s arrival, 
some sliarp repartees passed hetween them 
in presence of the ladies, before when: each 
endeavoured to assert his <nvn superiority. 
In these contests our hero never failed of ob- 
taining tho victory, because liis genius was 
more acute, and his talents belter cultivated 
than those of his antagonist, who therefore 
took umbrage at his success, became jealous 
of his reputation, and began to treat him with 
marks of scorn and disrespect. 

His sister saw, and dreading the conse- 
quence of his ferocity, not only took him to 
task in private for f;is impolite behaviour, 
hut also entreated her lover to inake allow- 
ances for the roughness of her brother’s edu- 
cation. He kindly a>"surod her, that, what- 
ever pains it iniglit cost him to vanquish his 
own impetuous temper, l!C^vould for her sake 
endure all the mortifications to which her 
brother’s arrogance might expose him ; ami 
after having stayed with her two days, and 
enjoyed several private interviews, during 
which he acted the part of a most passionate 
lover, he took his leave of Mrs Gauntlet over 
night, and told the young ladies he would 
call early next morning to bid them farewell. 
Ho did not neglect this piece of duty, and 
found the two IHends and breakfast already 
prepared in the parlo'ir. All three being ex^ 
trenvoly afiocted with tho thouglits of parting, 
a most pathetic silence for some time pre- 
vailed, till Peregrine put an cud to it, by la- 
menting hi^ fate, in being obliged to exile 
hinisolfsoloUgfrom the dear object of his 
most interesting wi.-li. lie begged, with the 
most, earagst supplications, that slie would 
now, in (TOsidoration of the cioiel absence 
lie irr uit :u^er, g* ve him the consolation which 
she refused, namely, that of 

Ifhotvittrr ho .poesesfied a place within Jher 
hiarfJ The^ ^yonfidant seconded his request, 
TPf^sefttini:; that it was now no time to dis- 
guise her sentltneuts, wlien her lover was 
about to tlte kingdom, and might be in 
danger of contructihg other connexions, un- 
less he tvas' confirmed in his constancy, by 


knowing how far he could depend upon her 
love; and, in short, she was plied with such 
irresistible importunities, that she answered, 
in the utmost confusion , — ** Though I have 
avoided' literal acknowledgments, methinks 
the circumstances of my behaviour might 
have convinced Mr Pickle that !> do not re- 
gard him as a common acqtiaintance.” ** My 
chatming Emily!” cried the impatient lover, 
throwing himself at her feet, “ why will you 
deal out my happiness in such scanty por- 
tions! why will you thus mince the declara- 
tion 'U’hich would overwhelm me with plea- 
snre, and cheer my lonely rejection, while I 
sigh amid the solitude of separation!” His 
fair mistress, melted by this im’ago, replied, 
with the tears gushing from her eyes, — “ I’m 
afraid 1 shall feel that separation more se- 
verely than you imagine.” Transported at 
this flattering confession, he pressed her to 
his breast, and, while her head reclined upon 
his neck, mingled his tears with hcr’s in great 
abundance, breathing the most tender vows 
of eternal fidelity. Tlie gentle heart of So- 
phy could not bear this sceim unmoved; she 
wept with syinpjithy, and encouraged t he lo- 
vers to resign themselves to the will of fate, 
and support their spirits with tho hope of 
meeting again on happier terms, p’inally, 
[ after mutual promises, exhortations, and en- 
dearments, Peregrine took his leave, his 
heart being so full, that ho could scarce pro- 
nounce the v.'ord adien I caiul, mounting his 
horse at tho door^ set out with Pipes for the 
garrison. 


j CHAPTER XXVHI. 

I Peregrinp is overtaken hy Mr Ciaunflef, 
with whom he fights a duel, and contracts 
an intimate frinidship^he arrioes at the 
garrison, and finds his mother as impla- 
cabfe as ever — he is insulted by his bro- 
ther Gam, whose precf^ptor he disciplines 
with a horse-whip. 

In order to expel Iho ino^ancholy images 
that took possession of Iiis fancy at parting 
from his mistress, he called in the flattering 
ideas of those pleasures he expected to en- 
joy in France ; and, before he had rode ten 
miles, his imagination was clFectually amused. 

While he thus prosecuted his travels hy 
anticipation, and indulged himself in all the 
insolence of hope, at a tiirning of a lane lie 
was all of a sudden overtaken by Emilia's 
brother dn horseback, who told him lie was 
riding the same way, and should be glad>.pf 
his company. . ' 

This young gentleman, whetJicr promptefl 
by pcr.sonal pique, or actuated with z^al for 
the honour of his family, had followed our 
hero, with a view of obliging him to explain 
the nature of his attachment to. his s&ter. 
Peregrine returned his coihpliment witli . h 
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disdainful civility, as gave him room to be- 
lieve that he suspectea his errand ; and there- 
' fore, without further preamble, he declared his 
business, in these words Mr Pickle, you 
have carried on a correspondence with my 
sister for some time, and 1 should be glad to 
know the nature of it.” To this question 
our lover replied, — ” Sir, I should be glad to 
Icnow what title you have to demand that 
satisfaction.” “ Sir,” answered the other, 
demand it in the capacity of a brother, jealous 
of his own honour, as well as of his sister^s 
reputation ; and if your intentions are honour- 
able, you will not refuse it.” ” Sir,” said 
Peregrine, “lam not at present disposed to 
appeal to your opinion for the rectitude of 
iny intentions; and I think you assume a 
little too much importance in pretending to 
judge my conduct.” “ Sir,” replied the sol- 
dier, “ I pretend to judge the conduct of every 
man who interferes with my concerns, and 
even to chastise him, if I think he acts 
amiss.” “ Chastise!” cried the youth, with 
indignation in his looks, “ sure you dare not 
apply that term to me!” “You are mis- 
taken,” said Godfrey ; “ I dare do any thing 
that becomes tlie character of a gentleman.” 
“ CJentleman ! God wot ! replied the other, 
lookingcontemptuously at his equipage, which 
was none oi‘the most superb; “ a very pretty 
gentleman, tnily!” The soldier’s wrath was 
inflamed by this ironical repetition, lhf5 con- 
tempt of which his conscious poverty made 
him feel ; and lie called his antagonist pre- 
sumptuous boy! insolent upstart! with other 
epithets, which Perry retorted with great 
bitterness. A formal challenge having passed 
between them, they alighted at the first inn, 
and walked into the next field, in order to de- 
cide their quarrel by the sword. IfaVing 
pitched upon the spot, helped to pull ofl'each 
other's boots, and laid aside their coots and 
waistcoats, Mr Gauntlet told I)is opponent, 
that he himself was looked upon in tiro army 
as an expert swordsman ; and that, if Mr 
Pickle had not made that science hisparticu- 
lar study, they should be upon a more equal 
footing in using pistoh?. Peregrine was too 
much incensed to thank him for his plain 
dealing, and too confident of his own skill to 
relish the other’s proposal, which he accord- 
ingly rejected : then, drawing his sword, he 
observed, that, were .he to treat Mr Gauntlet 
accordingly to Ins deserts, he would order his 
man to punish his audacity witli a horse- 
whip. Kxasperated at this expression, which 
he considered as an indelible aflront, he made 
no reply, but attacked his adversary with 
equal, tbrbcity and address. The youth par- 
ried his first and second thrust, but received 
ibe third in the outside of his sword arm. 

Though the wound was superficial, he 
was transported with rage at the sight of his 
own blood, and retiirnod the assault with 
such fury and precipitation, that Gauntlet, 
loath to take advantage of his unguarded 


heat, stood upon the defensive. In the se- 
cond lounge, Peregrine’s weapon entering a 
kind of net-work in the shell of Godfrey’.^ 
sword, the blade snapped in two, and left 
him at the mercy of the soldier, who^ far 
from making an insolent use of the >actOTy 
he had gained, put u J his toledo with, great 
deliberation, like a man who had been used 
to that kind of rencounter, and observed, that 
such a blade as ‘ Peregrine's was not to. be 
trusted with a man’s life : then advising the 
owner to treat a gentleman in distress with 
more respect for the future, he slipped on hi« 
boots, and, with sullen dignity of demeanour, 
stalked back to the inn. 

Though Pickle was extremely mortified at 
his miscarriage in this adventure, he was 
also struck with the behaviour of hie antago- 
nist, which affected him the more, as he un- 
derstood that Godfircy’s fiertehoi^ proceeded 
from the jealous sensibility of a gentleman 
declined into the vale of misfortune. Gaunt- 
let’s valour and moderation induced him to 
put a favourable construction on all those 
circumstances of that young soldieris con- 
duct, which had before given him disgust. 
Though in any other case, he would have in- 
dustriously avoided the least appearance of 
submission, he followed his conqueror to th” 
inn, with the view of thanking him for hi.t 
generous forbearance, and soliciting his 
friendship and correspondence. 

Godfrey had liis foot in tlio stirrup to 
mount, whesi Peregrine coming up to him, 
desired he Avould defer his departure for a 
quarter of an hour, and tavour him. with a 
little private conversation. The soldier, who 
mistook the meaning of the request, immedi- 
ately quittcil his horse, and followed Picklo 
into a chamber, where he expected to find a 
brace of pistdls loaded on the table; but h*^ 
was very agreeably deceived, when our hero, 
in the most respectful terms, acknowledged 
liis noble deporrment in the field, owned that 
till then he had misunderstood his characteiv 
and begged that he would honour him with 
his intimacy and correspondence. 

Gauntlet, who hod seen undoubted proofs 
of Peregrine’s courage, wdiich had consider- 
ably raised him in his esteem, and had sense 
enough to perceive that this concession was 
not owing to any sordid or sinister motive, 
embmeed his offer with demonstrations of 
infinite satisfaction. When he understood 
the terms on which Mr Pickle was with hii? 
sister, he proffered his service in his turn, 
either as agent, mediator, or confidant : nay. 
to give his new friend a convincing proof 
of his sincerity, he disclosed to him a pas- 
sion which he had for some time entertained 
for his cousin Miss Sophy, though he durst 
not revdal his sentiments to her father, lest 
he should be offended at his presumption, 
and withdraw his protection from the family. 

Peregrine’s generous heart wa® wrm^ 
with anguish when he understood that this 
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young gentleman, who was tho only son of 
a distinguished officer, had carried arms for 
the space of five years, without being able to 
. obtain a subaltern’s commission, thpugii he 
had dways behaved with remarkable regu- 
larity and spirit, and acquired the fHendsnip 
and esteem of all the cfificers under whom he 
had served. 

He would at that time, with the utmost 
pleasure, have shared his finances ; but, ,as 
he would not run the risk of offending the 
young soldier’s delicacy of honour, by a pre- 
mature exertion of his liberality, he resolved 
to insinuate himself into an intimacy with 
him, before he would venture to take such 
freedoms ; and, with that view, pressed Mr 
Gauntlet to accompany him to the garrison, 
where he did not doubt of having influence 
enough to make him a welcome guest. God- 
frey thanked him very courteously for his in- 
vitation, which he said he could not imme- 
diately accept ; but promised, if he would 
favour him with a letter, and fix the time at 
wliich he proposed to set out for France, he 
would endeavour to visit him at the commo- 
dore’s habitation, and from thence give him 
a convoy to Dover. This new treaty being 
settled, and a dossil of lint, with a snip of 
plaster, applied to our adventurer’s wound, 
he patted from the brother of his dear Emi- 
lia, to whom, land' his friend Sophy, lie sent 
his kindest wishes ; and having lodged one 
night upon the road, arrived next day in the 
afternoon at the garrison, where he found all 
his friends in good health, and overjoyed at 
his return. 

The commodore, who was* by this time 
turned of seventy, and altogether crippled by 
the gout, seldom went abroad, and, as his 
conversation was not very entertaining, had 
but little company within^doors ; so that his 
spirits must have 'quite stagnated, had they 
not been kept in motion by the conversation 
ttf Hatchway, and received, at different 
limes, a wholesome fillip from the discipline 
f'f his spouse, who, by the force of pride, re- 
ligion, and coniac, had erected a most terri- 
ble tyranny in tlie house. Tlierc was such 
a quick circulation of domestics in the fami- 
ly, thai evety suit of livery had been worn 
by figures or all dimensions. Tnmnion him- 
45eif had, long before this time, yielded to the 
torrent of her arbitrary sWay, though not 
without divers obstinate efforts to maintain 
. his liberty ; and now that he was disabled by 
his infirmil^s, when l o used to hear his em- 
press iging the lf»ud Orthyari song among 
f he; sepr'aiffe. below, he would often, in whis- 
pet^, ^^imubicate to the lieutenant hints of 
do, if so lie as how he was 
not iSepif'K'ed of hts precious limbs. Hatch- 
way w«? only person whom the temper 
of Mrs Trdlh?iion respected, either because 
she drea^^ ^s>idicule, or looked upon his 
person, with of affection. This being 

;the situation of in the garrisoni it is 


not to be doubted that the old gentleman 
highly enjoyed the presence, of Peregrine, 
who found means to ingratiate himself so 
effectually with hie aunt, that, while he re- 
mained at home, she seemed to have exOhaj^- 
ed the disposition of a tigress for thpt or a 
gentle kid: but he found his own mother as 
implacable, and his father as much henpecked 
as ever. 

Gamaliel, who now very seldom enjoyed 
the conversation of his old friend the com- 
modore, had somq time ago entered into an 
amicable society, consisting of tlie. barber, 
apothecary, attorney, and exciseman of the 
parish, among whom he used to spend the 
evening at Tunley’s, and listed to their dis- 
putes upon philosophy and politics with great 
comfort and edification, wMle his sovereign 
lady domineered at home as usual, visited 
with great pomp in the neighborhood, em- 
ployed her chief care in the education of her 
darling son Gam, who was now in the fif- 
teenth year of his ago, and so remarkable for 
his perverse disposition, that, in spite of his 
mother’s influence and authority, he was not 
only hated, but also despised both at home 
and abroad. She had put him under the 
tuition of the curate, who lived in the family, 
and was obliged to attend him in all his 
exercises and excursions. The governor 
was a low-bred follow, who had neither cx- 

f iorience nor ingenuity, but possessed a 
argo fund of adulation and servile com- 
plaisance, by wliich he had gained the good 
graces of Mrs Pickle, and presided over all 
her deliberations, in the same manner as his 
superior managed those of Mrs Trunnion. 

He had one day rode out to take the air 
with his pupil, who, as I have already observ- 
ed, was odious to the poor people, for having 
killed their dogs, and broken their inclosurcs, 
and, on account of his hump, was distinguish- 
ed by the title of My Lord, wlien, in a nar- 
row laftc they chanced to meet Peregrine on 
horseback. 

The young squire no sooner perceived his 
elder brother, against whom ho had been in- 
structed to bear the most inveterate grudge, 
than he resolved to insult him en passant, and 
actually rode against him full gdlop. Our 
hero, guessing iiis pirn, fixed himself in his 
stirrups, and by a dexterous management of 
the rems, avoided the shock in such a manner, 
as that their legs only should encounter,'!^ 
which means My Iiord was tilted out of his 
saddle, and, in a twinkling, laid sprawling in 
the dirt. The governor, enraged at the (tis- 
'grace of his charge, advanced with great in- 
solence and fury, and struck at Peregwnc with 
his whip. Nothing i^ould bo more;agreeabIe 
to our young gen^ihan than this assault, 
which furnished him with an opportunity of 
chastising an officious wretch, whose petu- 
lance andmalice he had longed to punish. He, 
therefore, spurring up his horse towards his 
antagonist, overthrew him in the middle of a 
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hedge. Before ho had time to recollect him- 
self from the confusion of the fall, Piclde 
alighted in a trice, and exercised bis horse- 
whip with such agility about the curate’s face 
and oars, that he was fain to prostrate him- 
self before his enraged conqueror, and implore 
his forbearadco in the most abject terms. 
While Peregrine was thus employed, his bro- 
ther Gam had made shift to rise and attack 
him in the rear; for which reason, when the 
tutor was quelled, the victor faced about, 
snatched the weapon out of his hand, and hav- 
ing broken it in pieces, remounted his horse 
and todc off, wi^out deigning to honour him 
with any other notice. 

The condition in which they returned pro- 
duced infinite clamour against the conqueror, 
who was represented as a ruffian who had lain 
in ambush to make away with his brother, in 
whose defence the curate was said to have re- 
ceived those cniel stripes, that hindered him 
from appearing for three whole weeks in the 
performance of his duty at church. » 

' Complaints were made to the commodore, 
who, having inquired into the circumstances 
of the affair, approved of what his nephew 
had done ; adding, with many oaths, that, 
provided Peregrine had been out of the scrape, 
he wished Crook-back had broke his neck in 
the fall. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

He •projects a plan of revenge^ which is exe- 
cuted agaimt the curate. 

Our hero, exasperated at the villany of the 
curate in the treacherous misrepresentation 
he had made of this rencounter, determined 
to practise upon him a method of revenge, 
which should be not only effectual, but also 
unattended with any bad consequence to him- 
self. For this purpose he and Hatchway, to 
whom he imparted his plan, went to the ale- 
house one evening, and called for an empty 
room, knowing there was no other but that 
which they had chosen for the scene of action. 
This apartment was a sort of a parlour, that 
fronted the kitchen, with a window towards 
tlie yard ; where, after they had sat some time, 
the lieutenant found means to amuse the land- 
lord in discourse, while Peregrine, stepping 
out into the yard, by the talent of mimicry, 
whicli be possessed in a surprising degree, 
counterfeited a dialogue between the curate 
and Tunley’s wife. This reaching the ears 
of the publican, for whose hearing it was cal- 
culated, inflamed his naturally jealous dispo- 
sition. to such a degree, that he could not con- 
ceal his emotion, but made an hundred efforts 
to quit the room ; while the lieutenant, smok- 
ing his pipe with great gravity, as if he neither 
heard what passed, nor took notice of tlie 
landlord’s disorder, detained him on the spot 
by a succession of questions which he could 


not refeso to answer, though he stood sweat- 
ing with agony all the time, stretching his neck 
every instant towards the window through 
which the voices were conveyed, stratcliing 
his head, and exhibiting sundry other symp- 
toms of impatience and i^tatiort . At length 
the supposed conversation came to such a 
pitch of amorous complaisance, that the hus- 
band, quite frantic with his imaginary dis- . 
grace, rushed out at the door crying, “coming, 
sir.” But, as he was obliged to make a circuit 
round one half of the house, Peregrine had 
got in by the window before Tunley arrived 
in the yard. 

According to the feigned intelligence he 
had received, he ran directly to the bam, in 
expectation of making some very extraordi- 
nary discovery ; and having employed somr* 
minutes in rummaging the straw to no pur- 
ose, returned in a state of distraction to iho 
itchen, just as his wife chanced to enter at 
the other door. The circumstances of Jier 
appearance confirmed him in the opinion that 
the deed was. done. As the disease of being 
henpecked was epidemic in the parish, he 
durst not express the least hint of his unea- 
siness to her, but resolved to take vengeance 
on the libidinous priest, who, he imagined, 
had corrupted the chastity of his spouse. 

The two confederates, in order to be cer- 
tified that their scheme had taken effect, on 
well as to blow up the fiame which they had 
kindled, called for Tunley, in whose counte- 
nance they (K)uld easily discern his confusion. 
Peregrine, desiring him to sit down and drink 
a glass with them, began to interrogate him 
about his family, and, among other things, 
asked him how long he had been married to 
that handsome wife. This question, whicli 
was put with an arch significance of look, 
alarmed the publican, who began to fear that 
Pickle had overheard his dishonour ; and this 
suspicion was not at all removed, w'hen the 
lieutenant, with a sly regard, pronounced, 
“ Tunley, wan’t you noosed by the curate 1’* 
“ Yes, I was,” replied the landlord, with an 
eagerness and perplexity of tone, as if he 
thought the lieutenant knew 'that thereby 
hun^ a tale; and Hatchway supported this 
susincion by answering, — ^“‘Nay, as for that 
matter, the curate may be a very sufficient man 
in his way.” This transition from his wife to 
the curate, convinced him that his shame was 
known to his guests ; and, in the transport 
of his indignation, he pronounced with great, 
emphasis, — “ A sufficient man ! odds heart I 
I believe they are wolves in sheep’s clothing. 
I wish to God 1 could see tlie aay, master, 
When there shall not be a priest, an excise- 
man, or a custom house officer in this king- 
dom. As Ibr that fellow of a curate, if I do 
catch him — ^it don’t signify talking — ^but, by 
the Lord ! — ^gentlemen, my service to you.” 

The associates being satisfied, by those ab- . 
nipt insinuations, that they had so fer suo* 
ceeded in their aim, waited with impatience 
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two or three days, in expectation of hearing 
that Tunley had fallen upon some method of 
being* revenged for this imaginary wrong : but 
finding that either his invention was top shal- 
low, or his inclination too languid, to gratify 
their desire of his owja accora, they deter^- 
mined to bring the affair to such a crisis, that 
he should not be able to withstand the op- 
portunity of executing his vengeance. With 
this view they one evening hired a boy to 
Tim to Mr Pickle’s house and tell the curate 
that Mrs Tunley, being taken suddenly ill, 
her husband desired he would come immedi- 
ately, and pray with her. Meanwhile they 
had taken possession of a room in the house ; 
and Hatchway engaging the landlord in con- 
versation, Peregrine, in his return from the 
yard, observed, as if by accident, that the 
parson was gone into the kitchen, in order, 
as he Supposed, to catechise Tunley’s wife. 

The publican started at this intelligence, 
and, under pretence of serving another com- 
pany in the next* room, wont out to a barn, 
where, arming himself with a flail, he re- 
paired to a lane through which the curate 
was under a necessity of passing in his way 
home. There he lay in ambush, with fell in- 
tent ; and, when the supposed author of his 
shame arrived, greeted him in the dark with 
such a salutation as caused him to stagger 
backward three paces at least. If the second 
application had taken effect, in all probability 
that spot would have been the boundary of 
the parson|8 mortal ppregrinatiorr^ but, luckily 
for him, his antagonist was not expert in the 
management of the weapon, which, by a 
twist of the thong that cpnnectcd the legs, 
instead of pitching upon the head of the as- 
tonished curate, descended in an oblique di- 
rection on his own pate, with such a swing, 
that the skull actually rung like an apothe- 
cary’s mortar, and ten thousand lights seem- 
ed to dance before his eyes. The curate re- 
collecting himself during the respite he ob- 1 
tained from this accident, and believing his 
aggressor to be some thief who lurked in that 
place for prey, resolved to make a running 
fight, until he should arrive within cry of Us 
habitation. With this design he raised up 
his cudgel for the defence of his head, and, 
betaking himself to his heels, began to roar 
for .help with the lungs of a Stentor. Tun- 
Icy, throwing away the flail, which he durst 
no longer trust with the execution of his re- 
venge, pursujifti the fugitive with all the speed 
he conH exert ; and the other, either unnerv- 
ed by frar, or scumbling over a stone, was 
overtaljen before lie had run an hundred pa- 
ces. He no sooner felt the wind of the pub- 
Ji *aa^s fist that whistled round his ears, than 
he fell flat ^on the earth at full length, and 
the cu^l flew from his unclasping Iiand ; 
when Tunley, springing like a tiger upon his 
back, rained such a shower of blows upon his 
carcase, that lie imagined himself under the 
discipline of ten pair of fists at least ; yet the 


imaginary cuckold, not satisfied with, annoy- ' 
ing the priest in this manner, laid bold on 
one of his ears with his teeth, and bit so un- 
mercifully, that the curate was found almost 
entranced with pain by two labourers, at 
whose approach the assailant retreated utt- 
perceived. 

The lieutenant had posted himself at the 
window, in order to see the landlord at his 
first return ; and no sooner perceived him en- 
ter the yard, than he called him into the 
apartment, impatient tp learn the effects of 
their stratagem. Tunl<^ obeyed tho* sum- 
mons, and appeared before Jhis guests in all 
the violence of rage, disorder, and fatigue ; 
his nostrils were dilated more than one half 
beyond their natural capacity, his eyes roll- 
ed, his teeth chattered, he snored in breath- 
ing as if he had been oppressed by the night- 
mare, and streams of sweat flowed down 
each side of his forehead. 

Peregrine, affecting to start at the ap- 
proach of such an uncoutJi figure, asked if 
he had been wrestling with a spirit ; upon 
which he answered, with great vehemence, 
— « Spirit ! no, no, master, I have had a roll 
and tumble with the iiesli. A dog J I’ll teach 
him to come a-caterwauling about my doors.” 
Guessing, from this reply, that his aim was 
accomplished, and curious to know the par- 
ticulars of the rencounter, — Well then,” 
said the youth, “ I hope you have prevailed 
against the flesh, Tunley.” “Yes, yes,” 
answered the publican, have cooled his 
capissens, as the; saying is ; I have played 
such a tune about liis ears, that I’ll be bound 
he shan’t long ^hr music this month. A goat- 
ish ram-faced rascal ! Why, he's a perfect 
parish bull, os I hope to live.” 

Hatchway, observing that he seemed to 
have made a stout battle, desired he would 
sit down and recover wind ; and, after he liad 
swollojjved a brace of bumpers, his vanity 
prompted him to expatiate upon his own ex- 
ploit in such a manner, that the confederates, 
without seeming to know the curate was his 
antagonist, became acquainted with every 
circumstance of the tfmbuscade. 

• Tunley had scarce got the better of his 
agitation, when his wife entering the room, 
told them, by way of news, that some wag- 
gish body bad sent Mr Sackbut the curate to 
pray with her. This name inflamed the hus- 
band^s choler anew ; and, forgetting all his 
complaisance for his spouse, he replied with a 
rancorous grin, “ Add rabbit him ! 1 doubt not 
but you found his admonitions deadly com- 
fortable !” The landlady, looking at her vas- 
sal with a sovereign aspect, “ What crotch- 
ets,” said she, ** have you got in your fool’s 
head, 1 trow 7 , 1 know no business you have . 
to sit here like a gentleman with your nma 
akimbo, when there’s another company in 
the house to be served.” The submissive 
husband tpok the hint, and without forther 
expostulation sneaked out of tlie room. 
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Next day it was jeported that Mr Sack- Gam, and shuddeied at the prospect of the 
but had been way-laid, and almost murdered danger to which Peregrine would be exposed 
by robbers, and an advertisment was pasted (itom their malice. She durst not communi- 
npon the church-door, offering a reward to cate this plot to her motW, because she 
any person that should discover the assassin ; was afraid that lady’s unaccountable aversion 
but he reaped no satisfaction from this ex- for her first-born Woul^ hinder her from in- 
pedient, and was confined to hie chamber terposing in, his behalf, and consequently 
a whole fortnight by the bruises he had re- fender her a sort of accomplice in the guilt 
ceived. of his assassins. She therefore resolved to 

warn Peregrine of the conspiracy, an , ac- 
count of which she transmitted to him in an 
CHAPTER XXX. affectionate letter, by means of a young gen- 

tleman in that neighbourhood, who made his 
Mr hackbut ani his^upU conspire against addresses to her at that time, and who, at 
Peregrine, who being apprised of their her request, offered his service to our hero, 
tlesign by nis sister, takes measures for in defeating the projects of Ins adversaries. 
counterworking their Scheme, which is Peregrine was startled when he read the 
executed by mistake upon Mr Gauntlet particulars of their scheme, which was no 
— this young soldier meets with a cordial other than an intention tq sally upon him 
reception from the commodorei who ge- when he should be altogether improvided 
nerously decoys him into his own in- against such an attack, cut off his ears, and 
terest, otherwise mutilate him in such a manner, 

that he shoiild have no cause to be vain of 
When he considered the circumstances of his person for the future, 
the ambuscade, he could not persuade him- Incensed as he was against the brutal dis- 
self that he had been assaulted by a common position of his own father’s son, he could not 
thief, because it was not to be supposed that help being moved ,at the integrity and ten- 
a robber would have amused himself in pom- .derness of his sister, of whose inclinations 
iiielling rather than in rifling Ids prey ; he towards him he had been hitherto kept An 
thcreforcascribcd his misfortune to the secret ignorance. He thanked the gentleman for 
enmity of some person who had a design up- his honourable dealing, and expressed a de- 
011 ids life ; and, upon mature deliberation, sire of being better acquainted with his vir- 
fixed his suspicion upon Peregrine, who was tues ; told him, that, now lie was cautioned, 
the only man on earth from whom he thought he hoped there would be no necessity for 
he deserved such treatment. He communicat- giving him any further trouble; and wrote 
ed his conjecture to his pupil, who readily by him a letter of acknowledgment to hia 
adopted his opinion, and ^vised him stren- sister, for whom he expressed the utmost 
uously to revenge the wrong by a like contri- love and regard, beseeching lier to favour 
vance, without seeking to make a narrower him with an inter\^cw before his departure, 
iiiqiiiiy, lest his enemy should be thereby put that he might indulge his fraternal fondness, 
upon his guard. and be blessed with the company and coiin- 

This proposal being relished, they in con- tenonce of one at least belonging to liis own 
cert revolved the means of retortii^ the am- fiimily. 

bush with interest, and actually laid such a Having imparted tliis discovery to his 
villanous plan for attacking our hero in the friend Hatchway, they came to a resolution 
dark, that, liad it been executed according to of countermining the plan of their enemies, 
their intention, the young gentleman’s scheme As they did not chuse to expose themselves 
of travelling would liave been cfihctually to the insinuations of slander, which would 
marred. But their machinations were over- have exerted itself at their expense, hadtlicy, 
heard by Miss Pickle, who was now in the even in defending themselves, employed any 
seventeeth year of her agg, and> in spite of harsh means of retaliation, they invented a 
the prejudice of education, entertained method of disappointing and disgracing their 
in secret a moat sisterly affection for her foes, and immediately set Pipes at work to 
brother Perry, though she had never spoke forward the preparations, 
to him, and was deterred by the precepts, Miss Pickle having described the spot 
vigilance, and menaces of her mother, from which the assassins had pitched upon for 
attempting any means of meeting him in ^he scene of their vengeance, our triumx i- 
privato. Ebe was not, however, insensible' ^te intended to have placed acentinel among 
to his praise, which was loudly sounded forth Ute corn, who should come and give them 
in the neighbourhoofo and never failed of to- intelligence when the ambuscade was laid; 
ing to church, and every other place w here she and, in consequence of that information, they 
thought; she mighthave an opportunity of see- would steal softly towards the place, attend- 
ing this amiaoie brother. With these senti- ed by three or four of the domestics, and 
m^ts it cannot be supposed that she would draw a large net over the conspirators, who, 
hear the conspiracy without emotion. She being entangled in the toil, should be dis- 
was shocked at the treacherous barbarity of armed, fettered, heartily scourged, and sus- 

N 
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pended between two tree^ in the snare, a 
spectacle to all passengers that should chance 
to travel that way. 

The plan being thus di^sted, and the 
commodore made acquainted; with the whole 
affair, the spy was i^pt upon and every 
body >vithin doors prepar^ to ^ forth ppon 
the first notice. One whole evening did 
r Jiey spend in the most impatient axpectation ; 
but, on the second, the scout crept into the 
garrison, and assm^ them, that he had per- 
vreived throe men skulking behind the hedge, 
on the road that led to the, public house, 
from which Peregrine and the lieutenant 
used every night to return about that hour. 
Upon this intelligence, the confederates set 
out immediately, with all their implements. 
Approaching the scene with as little noise as 
possible, they heard the sound of blows: and 
though the night was dark, perceived a sort 
of tumultuous conflict on the very spot winch 
the conspirators had possessed. Surprised 
at this occurrence, the meaning of which he 
could not comprehend, Peregrine ordered his 
myrmidons to halt and reconnoitre ; and im- 
jiiediately his ears were saluted with an ex- 
clamation of, ** You shan’t ’scape me, rascal.” 
The voice being quite familiar to him, he all 
at once divined the cause of that confosion 
which they had observed : and running up to 
the assistance oftheexclaimer, found a fellow 
on his knees begging his life of Mr Gaunt- 
let, who stood over him with a naked hanger 
in his hand. ' 

Pickle instantly made himself known to 
his friend, who told him, that, having left his 
horse at Tunley’s, he was, in his way to the. 
garrison, set upon by three ruffians, one of 
whom being the very individual person now 
in his power, had come behind him, and 
struck with a bludgeon at his head, which, 
however, he missed, and the instrument de- 
scended on his left shoulder; that, upon 
drawing his hanger, and I^ing about him in 
the dark, the other two fled, leaving their 
companion, whom he had disabled, in the 
lurch. 

Peregrine congratulated him upon his 
safety, and having ordered Pipes tP secure 
the prisoner, conducted Mr Gauntlet to the 
garrison, where he met with a very hearty 
reception from the commodore, to whom he 
was introduced as his nephew’s intimate 
friend: not but that, in all likelihood, he would 
have abated Mmewhat of his hospitality, had 
he known tmt ho was the brother of Perry’s 
mifrtrcos , but her nahic the'old gentleman 
iiad never tlivught of asking, when he in" 
qiiircd/into the particidars of his godson’s 
c. nout " ' 

The eapUve bping examined, in preae icc 
of Trunhion and all his adherents, touching 
the amboacade* owned, that, ^ing in the ser- 
vice of €iam\Kckle, he bad been prevailed 
upon, by the eoih^^tations of his master and 
the curate, to acedmpany thefo in their ex- 


pedition, and undertake the pi^ which he 
had acted against the stranger, he and. 
his employers mistook for Peregrine* fn 
consideration of this frank acknowledgment, 
and a severe wound he had received in his 
right* arm, they resolved to inflict no other' 
punishment on this malefactor, than to de- 
tain him all night in the garrison, and next 
morning carry him before a justice of the 
peace, to whom he repeated all that he had 
said over night, and, with his pwh hand sub- 
scribed his confession, copies, of Which were 
handed about the neighbourhood, to' the un- 
speakable confusion and diwace of the cu- 
rate and his promising pupil. 

Meanwhile Trunnion treated the youpg 
soldier with uncommon marks of respect, 
being prepossessed in his favour by this adven- 
ture, which he had so gallantly achieved, as 
well as by the encomiums that Peregrine be- 
stowed upon his valour and generosity. He 
liked his countemmee, urhicTi was bold and 
hardy, admired his Herculean limbs, and de- 
lighted in asking questions concerning the 
service he had seen. 

The day after his arrival, while the conver- 
sation turned on this last subject, the com- 
modore,, ^king the pipe out of his mouth, — 
^‘I’U tell whjit brother,” said he, “five-and- 
forty years ago, when I was third lieutenant 
of the Warwick man of war, there was a very 
stout young fellow on hoard, a subaJtem offi- 
cer, of marines ; his name was not unlike your 
own, d’ye' see, being Guntlot, with a G . I 
remember he and I could not abide ono ano- 
ther at first, been use, d'ye see, I was a sailor 
and he a landruin, till wc fell in with aJYbuch- 
man, whom we engaged for eight glasses, 
and at length boarded and totdc: I 'was the 
first maai that stood on the enemy’s deck, 
and I should have come scurvily off, d’ye see, 
if Guntlot had not jumped to my assistance; 
but wc soon cleared ship, and drove them to 
close quarters, so that they were obliged to 
strike ; and from that day Guntjet and I were 
sworn brothers as long as ho remained on 
board. He was exchanged into a marching 
regiment, and what became of him afterwards, 
Lord in heaven knows ; but this I’ll say of 
him, whether he be dead or alive, he feared 
no man that ever wore a head, and was, 
moreover, a vei^ hearty messmate.” 

The strangcr^s breast glowed at tliis culo- 

f iurn, which was no sooner pronounced, than 
e eagerly asked if the French ship was not 
the Diligence.1 the commodore replied with 
a stare, the verv same, my lad.” “ Then,” 
said Gauntlet, “the person of whom you arc 
pleased to make such hotiouiablc* mention 
was rm own father.” « The devil he was ! ” 
cried Truntiion, shaking him by the hand, “ I 
am rcjoicwl to see a son of Ned Guntlet in 
ray hpuse*''^ 

This, discovery produced a thousand ques- 
tions, in thecourse of which the old gentleman 
learnt the situatipn of his friend’s family 
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>. and iischiarg^ WiumSirable ^eera^iifii^^^ was not Jii(^ due ; -and con^plimented 

’the ingiraHtUde ajid injustice of the the old geritleiUan upon hi^i being po scru- 

“ whicb had fail^ provide ibr th^*’ son of puloualy just tmd lionoum 
' sucb/a brave soidji^r. . Nor was His friendship The spldier^s refusal^V hieh; tyas matter of 

condned to such ineffectual expressions; he aji^nishment to Trunnion* iticr^^ed his in- 
•tlrat same evening signified to Perdgnnn a clioation to assist hhn ; and* on, pretence of 
■ desire >f doing something for /bis friend. Acquitting his own character* he urj^d his 
This i^ination , was so m^uch pt^sed^ pn*/ beneficence ^ith such obstinacyv that Utuxht- 
courg^,, and promoted, by his^ godaon^aha let, afraid of disobliging him, was in a manner 
even stipported by his counscljor Hatchway, compelled to receive a draft lor the nioney, 
tliatour herb wasempow^ed'tO present him fi)r which he subscribed an ample dischfoge* 

. with.asuiii of money sufficient to purchase a ^d immediately transmitted the order to his 
commission. ^ mother, whom, at the. same time, he inform- 

, ; . Though nothing ccwld' he fnore agreeable ed of the circumstances by which they had 
to Pickle than this permission, he was. afraid .so unexpectedly gained this accession of 
.that Godfrey’s scrupulous dieppsitiori would fortune, 

. hinder him from sul^cting himself to any Such a piece of news could not fail of 
such obligation ; ond&iemfpre proposed that being agreeable to Mrs Gauntlet, who, by 
^ lie ehouMbfe decoyed i^ftb his own interest by the first post, wrote a polite letter of acknow- 
a feigned story, in consequence of which he lodgment to the commodore, another to her 
would be prevailed . upon to accept of the own son, importing, that she had already 
money, as a debt which the commodore had sent the draft to a friend in London, with 
iconlracted of his father at sea. Trunnion directions to deposit it in the hands of a 
made wry fapes at this expedient, the ncces^ certain bajiker, for the purchase of the first 
sity of which he could not conceive, without ehsigiley to be sold ; and she took the liberty 
calling in question the common sense of of sending a third to Peregrine, couched in 
GauiiUct, as hb took it for granted that such very affectionate terms, with a kind post- 
offers as tliose were not to be rejected, on any script, signed by Miss Sophy and his charm- 
consideration whatever. Besiiles, he could in v Emilia. 

not digest an artifice, by which he himself This affair being transacted to the satis- 
r.nist own that he hod livqd so many years, Action of all concerned, preparations were 
without manifesting the least intention of set on foot for the departure of our hero, on 
doing justiceto his creditor. All these object- whom liis^iincle settled an annuity of eight 
ions, however, were remov^ by the zeal and hundred pounds, being little less than one 
. rhetoric of Peregrine, who represented that half of his whole income. By this time, 
it would be impossible to befriend him on any indeed; the old gentlenian could easily afford 
other terms ; that his silence hitherto-wonld to alienate such « part of his fortune, because 
he imputed to Ids wont of infbrnVation, touch- lie entertained little or no company, kept few 
ing the circumstances and condition of his servants, and was remarkably plain and frugal 
■ friend;. And that his remembering iyid insist- in his house-keeping; Mrs Trunnion being 
ing upon discharging the obligation, after -now sornfe years on the wrong side of fifty, 

, . such an interval of time, when the whole her rnfirmitiee began to increase ; and though 
affair was in oblivion, would be the greatest her pride had suffered no diminution, her 
oomplxmcnt he could pay to his bwu honour vanity was altogether subdued by her avarice, 
and integrity. A Swiss valet de chambre, who had already 

Thus persuaded, he took an opportunity of made the tour of Europe, was hired for the 
Gauntlet’s being alor^e with him to broach care of Peregrine's own person. Pipes being 
..the .affair, telling the young map, that his ignorapt of the French language, as well aS 
father had advanced a sum of money for him otherwise ubfit for the office of a fashionable 
whpn they, sailed together, oh account of the , attendant, it wab resolved that he should 
mess, as well as to stop the mouth of a clam- remain itt ^rrison; and his place was im- 
. orous creditor at Portsmouth ; and that the mediately supplied by a Parisian lacquey en- 
j^aid" sum, with intoresf, amounted to about ga^d .at iondon for that purpose. Piiies 
. four hiimlred pounds, which he would now, did* liht to relfeh this msposition of 
with great tliankffilness, repay. things ; though he made no verbal ob- 

Godfrey was amazed at this . declaration, jeclibns to kj looked remarkably sour at his 
; and, after a? h&nsiderable pause, replied, that successor ' upon . Ihs first orrh'al; but tliis 
he had ?jover heard hia parents mention any sullen fit seemed, gradually to wear off ; and 
iuich debt ; Uiixt hp meniqrandpm or voucher long^bcfore bis master's departure he had 
' of it was^ found Bis father's papers ; rpsugied his former tranquillity and unconcern. 

, and^rmt, Ml all prohabmty, It must have been - 
discharged longagdiraltbqugh the commodore, 

in such a fang cquSri^ of time, and hurty of , CHAPTER XXXI. 

occupation, mlghhhavo forgot the repayment; . " , 

he therefore desired- to he eiccilirod ftom an- The ttoo mmg gentlemen display their 
cepting what, in his own conscience, he be- talents /or gallantry, in the course of 
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which they are involved in a ludicrous must be shockingly distre^ing^ professed a 
circumstance of distress^ and afterwards desire of removing her into some other 
take vengeance on the author ^f their sphere^ where she could live with mote tran* 
mishap, quihity and satisfkctiou.' * 

^ She objected to this proposal, as an expe- - 

Meaxwhile our herocand his new friend, dient that would infalliblv subject her to the 
together with honest Jack Hatchway, made implacableresentmentof her mother, whose . 
daily excursions into the countiy, visited the favour and affection she at present enjoyed 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, ahd fre- but in a very inconsiderable degree ; and < 
quently accompanied them to the chase ; all they had canvassed divers schemes of cor- 
three being exceedingly caressed on account responding for tiiie future, when the voice of 
of their tdents, which could accommodate Mrs Pickle was heard at the door, 
themselves with gi*eat facility to the tempers Miss Julia (that was the yoimg lady’s 
and turns of their entertainers. The lieu- name) finding herself betraydd, was seized 
tenant was a droll in his wav. Peregrine pos-, with a violent agitation of fear, and Peregrine ^ 
sessed agreat fund of sprightliness and ^od scarce had time to encourage her with a 
humour, and Godfrey, among his other quali- promise of protection, before the door of the 
dcations already recited, sung a most excel- apartment beingfluhg open, this irreconcilable 
lent song ; so that the company of this tri- parent rushed in, and, with a furious aspect, ' 
umvirate was courted in all parties, whether dew directly at her trembling daughter, when 
male or female ; and if the hearts of our the son interposing, received the. drst dis- 
young gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, charge of her fury. 

they would have met with opportunities in Her eyes gleamed with all the rage off 
abundance of displaying their address in the indignation, which choked up her utterance, 
art of love : not but that they gave loose to and seemed to convulse her whole frame : 
their gallantry without much interesting their she twisted her left hand in his hair, and 
affections, and amused themselves with little with the other buffetted him al^ut the face 
intrigues, which, in the opinion of a man of till the blood gushed from his hostrils and 
pleasure, do not affect his fidelity to the mouth ; while ne defended his sister from 
acknowledged sovereign of his soiif. ^ the cruelty of Gam, who assaulted her from 
In the midst of these amusements, our another quarter, seeing his brother engaged, 
hero received an intimation from his sister. This attack fasted several minutes with 
that she should be oveijoyed ti^meet him great violence, till at length Peregrine, find- 
next day, at five o’clock in the aftenioon, at ing himself in danger of being overpowered, 
the house of her nurse, who lived in a cot- if he should remain any longer on the defen- 
tage hard by her father’s liabitation, she sive, laid his brother on his back ; then he 
being debarred from all opportunity of seeing disentangled his mother’s hand from his 
him m any other place by the severity of her own hair, and, having pushed her gently out 
mother, who suspected her inclination. of the room, bolted the door on th^e inside ; 

He accordingly obeyed the summons, and finally, turning to Gam, he tlirew him out at 
went at the time appointed to the plwe of the window, among a parcel of bogs that 
rendezvous, where he met this affectionate fed under it. By this time Julia was almost 
young lady, who, when he entered the room, quite detracted with teri-or; she know she' 
ran towards him with all the eagerness of had offended beyond all hope of forgiveness, 
transport, flung her arms about his neck, and from that moment considered herself as 
and shed a flood of tears in his bosom before on exile from her father’s house. In vain 
she could utter one word, except a .repetL did her brother strjvq to console her with 
tion of my dear, dear brother.” He em- fresh protestations of love and protection, 
braced her with all the piety of fraternal she counted herself extremely miserable in 
tenderness, wept over her in his turn, assured being obliged to endqre theeternal resentment 
her ^at this was one of the happiest moments of a parent with whom she had hitherto lived, 
of his life, and kindly thanked her for having and dreaded the censure^f the world, whicli, 
resisted the example and disobeyed the in- from her mother’s misrepresentation, she 
junctions of hw mother’s unnatural aversion, was sensible yrould condemn her unlieard* 
He was ravished to find by her conversa- iiat she^ might not, however, neglect any 
tion, tiiat she posjfisssed a gr^ share of means in, her power of averting this storm, 
sensfeiliH^' and ^iradeht reflection; for she she resolved' to appease, if 'p'ossible^ her 
lap^n^ the infatualjoi ot her parents with mother’s wrath with humiliation, and even 
thC' lir^t filial regret, ^ and expressed such appeal to'tlie mfluenco of herfkther, weak 
abhoiren^ and toncem at the villanons as it was, Ib^fore she would despair of being 
didpostUdii;M Jmr younger brother, as a hu- forgiven. But the good lady spared her this 
mwe s^ter.HBiay be supposed to hkve enter- unne<^ssaTy application, by telling her, 
tained. |i® mdg her acquainted with all through the key-hole, that, she must never 
the ciPeimtet»rioes,‘<)£hfe own fortune; and, expect to come within her fether’e door 
as he supposed she spent her time very die- again; for from that hour she renounced hot 
agreeably at hom€», among characters which as unworthy of her affection and regard. 
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Julia, weeping bitterly, endeav^ed to soften 
the rigour of this scsitence, by t^e most 
submissive and i^iBonabto ;i^ 
but as In her; yihdicatioii «bie of m^ssHy 
espoused her ^ elder brother's cauim, her 
endeavours, instead of soothing, served only 
to exasperate her mother to an bWKer piten 
of indignation, which disohaig<^d itself in 
invectives against Peregrine, whom she re- 
vil^ with the epithets of a worthless, aban- 
dpnod reprobate. 

The youth, hearing these uxyust^asper* 
sions, trembled with resentment though 
every limb, assuring the upbraider that he 
considered ^^her an object of compassion;: 
** for, without all doubt,** said he your dia- 
bolical rancour must be severely punished 
by the thorns of your own conscience, which 
this very instant taxes you with the malice 
and falsehood of your reproaches. As 
for my sister, 1 bless .God that you have not 
been able to in^ct her with your unnatural 
prejudice , which, because she is too Just, 
too virtuous, too humane to imbibe, you 
reject her as an alien to your blood, and 
turn her out unprovided into a barbarous 
world. But even there your vicious purpose 
shall be defeated; that same Providence 
that screened mo from the cruelty of your 
hate shall extend its protection to her, until 
1 shall dnd it convenient to assert by law 
that right of maintenance which nature, it 
seems, nath bestowed upon us iuvain. In 
the mean time you will enjoy the satisfaction 
of paying an undivided attention to that 
darling son, whoso amiable ({aalities have so 
long encaged and engrossed your love and 
esteem. 

This freedom of expostulation exalted his 
mother's ire to mere ftenzy : she cursed him 
with the bitterest imprecations, and raved 
like a bedlamite at the door, which she at- 
tempted to burst open. Her effort were 
seconded by her favourite son, who denounc- 
ed vengeance against Peregrine, made furious 
assaults against the lock, which resisted all 
. their applications, until our hero, espying 
his friends Gauntlet alld Pipes stepping over 
a stile that stood about a furlong from the 
window, called them to his assistance ; giv- 
ing them to nnderstatid how he was besieg- 
ed, he desired they , would keep off his 
mother, that he might the more easily secure 
his sister Julia’s retreat. The younc soldier 
entered accordingly, and posting wmself 
between Mrs Pickle and door, gave the 
signal to his friend, who, lifting up his sister 
in his arms, "chmed,' her safe witho^^ the 
clutches of this she dragon, while Pipes, 
with his cttdgel, kept young master at bay. 

The mother being thus deprived pf her 
prey, sprung upon Gauntlet like a Honess, 
robbed of her w;be]jps ; and he must have 
suffered sorely in tho fresh, . had he not pre- 
vented her mischievous intent by seizing 
both her wrists, ahdiso keeping her a,t due 


distance. In attempting to disengage herself 
from his grasp, she struggled with such 
exertion, and suffered such agony of passion 
at the same time, that she actumly fell into 
a severe fit, durinc which she put to 
bed, Olid the confederates retired without 
fuilher molestation. 

In the mean time. Peregrine .was not a 
little perplexed about the di^osal . of ' his 
sister, whom he had rescued. Ho could not 
endure the thoughts of saddling the commo- 
dore with a new expense ; and he was afraid 
of undertaking the charge of Julia, without 
his benefactor's advice and direction ; for 
the present, however, he carried her to the 
house of a gentleman in tlie neighbourhood, 
whose lady was her godmother, where she 
was received with great tenderness and 
condolence : and he proposed to inquire for 
some creditable house where she might be 
genteelly boarded in his absence, resolving 
I to maintain her from the savings of his own 
' allowance, which he tjiought might very well 
bear such deduction. But this intention 
was frustrated by the publication of the 
whole affair, whicn was divulged next day, 
and ; 3 oon reached the ears of Trunnion, who 
chid his godson for having concealed the 
adventure ; and, with the approbation of his 
wife, ordered him to bring Julia forthwith to 
the garrison. The young gentleman, witli 
tears of gratitude in his eyes, explained his 
design of maintaining her at his own ex- 
ipense, and •earnestly begged that he might 
I not be deprived of that satisfaction. But 
I bis uncle was deaf to all his entreaties, and 
insistied upon hpr living in the garrison, 
though for no other reason than that of being 
company to her aunt, who, he observed, 
was lost for want of conversation. 

< Julia was accordingly brought home, and 
settled under the tuition of Mrs Trunnion, 
who, whatever face she might put on the 
matter, could have dispensed with the society 
of her niece ; though she was not without 
hope of gratifying her pique to Mrs Pickle, 
by the ipteUigence she would receive from 
the daughter of that lady's economy and. do- 
mestic behaviour. The mother herself seem- 
ed conscious of this advantage which her sis- 
ter-in-law hod now gained over her, being 
as much chagrined at the news of Julia’s re- 
ception in the garrison as if she had heard 
of her own husband's death. She even tor- 
tm^ . her, invention to propagate calumnies 
Bgmnst the reputation of her own daughter, 
,^omshe slandered in all companies; she 
exclaimed against the commodore as on old 
ruffian, who spirited up a rebellion among her 
children, and imputed the hospitality of his 
wife, in countenancing them, to nothing else 
Wt her inveterate enmity to their mother, 
whom they had disobliged. She now insist- 
ed^. in the most peremptory terms, upon her 
husband’s renouncing all commerce with the 
bid lad of the castle and his adherents ; and 
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Mr Gamaliel, having by this time contracted 1 alacrity and pleaeure^at the prospect of smell- 
other friendships, readily submitted to her ing gunpowder once inorc before his death, 
will, nay, even refusing to communicate vvith and when Jack advised him tO make his will,. ,, 

the commodore one night, when, they, hap- in case of accident, he reined his coimael> 

pened to meet by accident at the public house, with disdain, saying,-^^‘M^at: dost think 
^ that Hawser Trunnion, who has stood the 

I fire of so many floating batteries, runs any 

CHAPTER XXXIL risk from the lousy pops of a landman 1 thou' 

shalt see, thou shalt see how 1 shall make him . 
The commodore sends a challenge to Oama- lower his topsails,” Next day Peregrine 
tiel, and is imposed upon by a waggish and tlie soldier provided themselves with 
invention of the lieutenanU Peregrine, horses at the public house, from whence, at 
anti Gauntlet, , the destined hour, they rode to the field of 

battle, each of them being nH|jRled in a great 
This affront Trunnion could by no means di- coat, which, with the dimness of the Ught, 
gest ; he advised with the lieutenant upon the effectually shielded them from thS knowledge 
subject ; and the result of their consultation of the one-eyed commander, who having ta- 
was a defiance, which the old commander ken horse, on pretence of enjoying the uesh 
sent to Pickle, demanding that lie would meet air, soon appeared with Hatchway in his 
him at such a place on horseback with a brace rear. Wheikthey come within sight of each > 
of pistols, and give satisfaction for the slight other, the sellinds advanced, in order to di- 
hc had put upon him. vide the ground, and regulate the measures 

Nothing could have afforded more pleasure of the combat : ‘Wheu it was determined, by 
to Jack than the acceptance of this challenge, mutual consent, that two pistols should be 
which ho delivered verbally to Mr Gamaliel, discharged on each side, and that, if neither 
who was called out from the club at Tunley’s should prove decisive, recourse must be bad 
for that purpose. The nature of this mes- to the broad swords, in order to ascertain the 
sage had an instantaneous effect upon the victory. These articles being settled, the 
constitution of the pacific Pickle, whose bow- opponents rode forward to their respective 
els yearned with apprehension, and under- stations, when Peregrine, cocking his pistol, 
went such violent agitation on the spot, that and presenting, counterfeited ; Iris father’s 
one would have thought the operatioh pro- voices bidding Trunnion take care of his re- 
ceeded from some severe joke of the apothe- maining eye. ’The commodore took his ad- 
canr, which he had swallowed indiis beer. vice, being unwilling to hazard his day-liglit. 
The messenger, despairing of a satisfac- and very deliberately opposed the patened 
toiy answer, left him in his woful condition ; side of his face to the muzzle of his antago- 
and, being loath to lose any opportunity of nist’s piece, desiring him to do liis duty with- 
raising the laugh against the commodore, out further jaw. The young man accord- 
went immediately and cchnmunicated the ingly fired, and the distance being small, the 
whole aflair to the young gentlemen, entreat- wad of his pistol took place with a smart 
mg thon^ for the love of God, to concert some stroke on the forehead of Tninnion^ w*ho, 
means of bringing old Hannibal into the field, mistaking it for a ball, which he thou^it was 
^le two friends relished the proposal, and, lodged in his brain, spurred iip Iris steed in a 
after some deliberation, it was resolved that state of* desperation towards his antagonist. 
Hatchway should tell Trunnion his invitation and holding his .piece within two yards of 
was accepted by Gamaliel, who would meet his body, let it off, without any regard to the 
him at the place appointed, with his second, laws of battle. Surprised and enraged to see 
to-morrow in the twilight, because, if either it had made no irapreasion, he hallooed in a 
should fall, the other would have the better terrible tone, — “ O damn ye, you have got 
chance for escaping in the dark ; that God- your netting stuffed I see and, advancing, 
trey shoiud personate old Pickle’s friend, and discharged nis second pistol so near his goa- 
1 eregrme repe^nt his own father, while the son’s ' head, that, had he not been defended* 
lieutenant should take care, in loading the by hrs great coat, the -powder must liave ! 
pistols, to keep out the shot, so that no dam- scorched his face. Having thus thrown away ! 
age might be done in the rencounter. . his fire, he remained at the mercy of Pere- 
i nese circumstances bemg adjusted, the grine, who clapping the piece he had in re- 
lieuten^t retur^ to his priricipal with a serve to bis head commanded Irim to beg his 
m^t thundenng^eply from his antagonist, life, and ask pardon for his preaumption. 
whoBecoiirageyusbeha.iour, though it could The conimodore ma^ no repwtotbisim- 
not intmdate, did not fed to astonish the perious injunction, bilt dropping his pistol, 
commodore, vidio iw^nbed it to the spirit of and nnsbeathihg his broad sword in an in- 
hia wifc, had inspired him. Trunnion slant, attacked our here with such incredible 
that in^anr^^red hia counsellor to prepare agility, that, if he had not made shift to ward 
his cartnagC’^box, ana Order the quietest horse off the stroke with his piece, the adventure, 
in the stable, to be Icept ready saddler! fbr the in all likelihood. Would- have turned, out a 
occasion: lus eye sec .wd to light m with tragical joke. Ferogriae "finding it would bo 
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m vaia for him to think of drawing his i 
pon, or, standing on (he defeni»iyo, 
this i furious l^^ssqr, vm te}y clapped 
mts to his imgy and 'sou^i hij^^^ety itk] 
night. Trunnion pursued nim with, inimite 
eagernessi .and his steed being the bkter of 
the two^ would have overtaken the fiigitive i 
to his peril, had he not been unfortunately 
encountered by the boughs of a tree, that 
happened to stand on his blind side, and in- 
commoded him so much, that he was fain to 
quit his sword, and lay hold on the mane, in 
-order to maintain his -seat. pehvpercei^V- 
inghis disaster wheeled about, and naw dnid* 
ing leisure^ produce his weapon, returned 
upon his disarmed fbe, brandishing his fer- 
rara, threatening to mahe him shorter by the 
head, if he Would not immediately crave 
quarter and yield. There was nothing far- 
ther from the intention of the old gentleman 
than such submission, which he flauy refused 
to pay, olloging that he had already compell- 
ed his^ enemy to clap on all his sails, and 
that, his own present misfortune was owing 
to accident, all one as if a ship should be a t- 
tacked, after slie had been obliged to heave 
her guns overboard in a storm. 

Before Peregrine had time to answer this 
remonstrance, the lieutenant interposed, and 
taking cognizance of tlie case, established a 
truce, until be and the other second should 
discuss and decide upon the merits of the 
cause. Tliey accordingly retired to a small 
distance, and, after having conferred a few 
ininutps, Hatchway returned, and pronounced 
the commodore vanquished by the chyinCe of 
war. 

Never was rage more transported than 
that which took possession of old Hannibal, 
\vhen he heard the sentence : it was some 
time before he could utter aught, except the 
reproachful expression, ym lie ! which he re- 
peated more than twenty times in <a sort of j 
delirious insensibility. When he reco’i’ered 
tlm further uso of speech, he abused the ar- 
bitrators with such bitter invectives, renoun- 
cing their sentence, ?gid appealing to another 
trial, tliat the confederates began to repent 
of having carried the joke so fat ; and Pere- 
grine, in order to appease his chgler, owned 
himself overcome. 

This ackaowledgmont calmed the tumult 
of his wrath, though he could not for some 
days forgive the lieutenant; and the two 
young gehtjernen tode back to Tunloy^s, 

' while Hatchway taking the commodore’s 
Iiorse by the bridle, reconducted him to hfe 
mansion, growling e|ll the way to Jack for 
, his unjust and uhmendly decree ; though he 
, could not help observing, ps how he had 
made his words good, in making his adversau 
ry strike ^u^ topsails : “ and yet,” said he, 

‘ f* before God 1 ' I think the fellow’s head is 
made of a wooUpark; for my shot rebounded 
from his fttce.like a 'wad of spun-yarn feom 
the side of a shim But if so be that son of a 
. . 9 * 
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bitch of a, tree hadn’t coine athwart my 
weathcT-bow, d’ye see, I’ll be. damn’d if I 
hadn’t snapt his, main-yard in the slings, and 
mayhap 1^ out his bulge-water into the bar- 
gain.” He seemed particularly vain of this 
exploit^ which dwelt# upon his imagination, 
and was cherished as the child of his old age ; 
for though he could not with decency rehearse 
it to the young men and his wife at supper, 
he gave shrewd hints of his own manhood, 
even at these years, and attested Hatchway 
as a voucher for his metal ; while the irium- 
virate, diverted by his vanity, enjoyed in sc-^ 
; cret the success of their imposition. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Peregrine takes leave of his aunt and sis- 
ter-^sets out from the garrison — farts 
with his uncle and Hatchway on the road, 
and, with his governor, arrives in safety 
at Dover. 

This, however, was the last effort of inven- 
tion which they practised upon him; and 
every thing being now prepared for the de- 
parture of his godson, that hopeful youth in 
two days took leave of all his friends in the 
neighbourhood. He was closettcd two 
whole hours with his aunt, who enriched him 
with many pious advices ; recapitulated all 
the benents which through her means had 
been conferred upon him since his infancy ; 
cautioned him gainst the temptations of 
lewd women, who bring many a man to a 
morsel of breads laid strict injunctions upon 
him to. live in the fear of the Lord and the 
true protestant faith ; to eschew quarrels and 
contentions*; to treat Mr Jolter with rever- 
ence and rewd, and, above all thin^, to ab- 
stain from Sie beastly sin of drunkenness, 
which exposed a man to the scorn and con- 
tempt of his fellow creatures, and, by divest- 
ing him of reason and reflection, rendered 
him fit for all manner of vice and debauch- 
ery. She recommended to liim. economy and 
the care of his health, bade him remember 
the honour of his family ; and, in all the cir- 
cumstances of his. behaviour, assured him, 
that he might always depend upon the friend- 
ship and generosity of thexommodorc. Fi 
nidly, presenting him with her own picture 
set m gold, and a hundred guineas from her 
privy purse, she embraced him affeptionate- 
ly, and wished him all manner of happiness 
and prosperity, 

, Being thus kindly dismissed by Mrs Trun- 
nion, he locked himself up with his sister 
Jplla, whom he admonished to cultivate her 
,aunt with thhmost complaisant and respect- 
Jfel attontiojii without stooping to any circum- 
stance of submission that she should judge 
uuMvoirthy of her practice ; he protested, that 
his. chief study should be to make her amends 
for the privilege she bad forfeited by her af- 
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lection for him ; entreated her to enter into 
no engagement wiUiout his knowledge and 
approbation: put into lier hand the- purse 
which he had received from his aunt, to de- 
fray her pocket expenses in his absence, and 
parted from her not without tears, after she 
had for some minutes hung about his neck, 
kissing him, and weeping in tlie most pathe- 
tic silence. 

Having performed these duties of affection 
and consanguinity over night, he went to 
bed, and was, by his own direction, called at 
four o’clock in the morning, when he found 
the post-chaise, coach, and riding horses, 
ready at the gate, his friends Gauntlet and 
Hatchway on foot, the commodore himself 
almost dressed, and every servant in the 
garrison assembled in the yard to wish him 
a good journey. Our hero shook each of 
these humble friends by the hand, tipping 
them at the same time with marks of his 
bounty; and was very much surprised when 
he could not perceive his old attendant Pipes 
among the number. When he expressed his 
wonder at this disrespectful omission of Tom, 
some of those present ran to his chamber, in 
order to give him a call, but his hammock 
and room were both deserted, and they soon 
returned with an account of his having elop- 
ed. Peregrine was disturbed at this informa- 
tion, believing that the fellow had taken some 
desperate course in consequence of his be- 
ing dismissed from his service, and began to 
wish that he had indulged his incltnation, by 
retaining him still about his person . However, 
as there was now no other remedy, he recom- 
mended him slreimously to}he particular fa- 
vour and distinction of his uncle and Hatch- 
way, in case he should appear again ; and, as 
lie went out of the gate, was saluted with 
three cheers by all the domestics in the fami- 
ly. The commodore. Gauntlet, -lieutenant, 
Peregrine, and Jolter, went into the coach to- 
gether, that they might enjoy each other’s 
conversation as much as possible, re.solvcd to 
breakfast at an inn upon the road, where 
Trunnion and Hatchway intended to bid our 
adventurer farewell ; the valet de chambre 
got into 'the post-chaise, the French lacquey 
rode one liorse, and led another, cue of the 
valets oftlio garrison mounted at the back of 
the coach, and thus the cavalcade set out on 
the road to Dover. As the commodore could 
not bear the fatigue of jolting, they travelled 
at an easy pace during the first stage, so that 
the old i^ntleman had an opportunity of 
communicating exhortations to' his god- 
son with re; rd to 1iis conduct abroad ; he 
advised liiin'i now that was going into 
reign parts, to bo upon his guard against the 
fair weather of the French politesse, which 
was no, 4001)0, tc be tnisted than a . whirlpool 
at sea. He that many young men 

had gone to Paris witJilgood cargoes of sense, 
and returned with a ^atdeal of canvas, and 
no ballast at all, whebby they became crank 


oil the days of their lives, and sometimes 
carried their keels above Water. He desired 
Mr Jolter to keep his pupU, out of the clutch- . 
es of those sharking priests, who lie in Wait 
to make converts of ^all young straii^rs; 
and, in a particular manner, cautioned the 
youth against carnal conversation With the 
I’arisiap dames, who, he understood^ were 
no letter than gaudy fire-ships, ready primed 
with death and destruction. 

Peregrine listened with great respect, 
thanking hiin for his kind admonitiot^, which . 
he faithfully promised to observe. They 
halted and breakfasted at, the end of the 
stage. Where Jolter provided himself with a . 
horse, and the cbmmodore settled the method 
of corresponding with his nephew. -The 
minute of parting being arrived, the old com* 
mandcr wrung his godson by the hand, say- 
ing, — “ 1 wish thee a prosperous voyage and 
good cheer, my lad ; my timbers are now a 
little crazy, d’ye see ; and God know's if I 
shall keep afloat till such a time as 1 see 
thee again ; but, howsomever, hap \vhat will, 
thou wilt find thyself in a condition to keep 
in the line with the best of thy fellows.” 
He then reminded Gauntlet of his promise 
I to call at the garrison in his return from Do- 
ver, and imparted something in a whisper to 
the governor, while Jack Hatchway, unable 
to speak, pulled his hat over his eyes, and 
squeezing Peregrine by the hand, gave him 
an iron (ustol of curious workmanship, us a 
memorial of his friendship. Our youth , who 
was not unmoved on this occasion, received 
the pledge, which he acknowledged with the 
present of a silver tobacco-box, bought tor 
that purpose ; and ine two lads of the castkf 
getting into the coach, were driven home' 
wards in a state of silent dejection. 

Godfrey and Peregrine seated t.licm.selYe.^ 
in the post-chaise, and Jolter, the valet de 
chambre^ and lacquey, bestriding their beasts, 
they proceeded for the place of their destina- 
tion, at which they arrh ed in safety that 
same night, and bespoke a passage in the 
packet-boat, which was to sail next day. 

, CHAPTER XXXIV. 

He adjusts , the 7nethod of his correspondenre 
with Gauntlet— m^ets hy acciaent with 
an Italian charlatan^ and a certain afoth- 
ecary^ who proves to he a noted character 

•Thebe the twp friends adjtistcd the articles 
of their future correspondence ; and Pere- 
grine, having written a letter to his mistress, 
wherein he renewed his former vows of eterr 
nal fidelity, it was entrusted to the care of 
her brother ; while Mr Jolter, at the desire 
of his pjipil, provided an elegant supper, and 
some excellent Burgundy, that thev might 
spend this eve dfhis departure with the great- 
er enjo^’ment- ' 
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Things being thnb andus^mnt 

employed in Inyh^the cloth, their were 
of a simden bjir a str^ge tuihiiRuous 

‘ noise in the nei^'td^in, 6cca^i6ned'by the 
overthrow of tables, and glasses, with' 

** odd uninteOigible exclamations . in broken 
Freiieh, and.a jargon of threats in the Welch 
dialect. Our young gentlemen ran imin^« 
ately into the apartment from whence this 
clamour seemed to proceed, and found a thin, 
meaM, swarthy jfigure, gaspingin aRtbe ago- 
, i)y or fear, under the hands of a squat, ^ick, 
hard-featured man, who collared him with 
‘ great demonstrations of wrath, sayingi— “If 
you was as mighty a magician as Owen Glen- 
dower, or the witch of Eotor, look you, ay, 

. or as Paul Beor himself, 1 will make pold, by 
the assistance of Got, and in his majosty^s 
naam, to seize and secure, and confine and 
confront you, until such time as you suitbr, 
and endure, and undergo the pains and pen- 
alties of the law,, for your diabolical practices. 
Shentlemcns, (added he, turning to our ad- 
venturers), I take you to witness that I pro- 
test, and assert, and avow, that this person 
is as pig a necromancer as you would desire 
to pehold; and.l supplicate and peseech and 
entreat of you, that he may be prought pe- 
fore his petters, and compelled to give an ac- 
count of his compact and commerce with the 
imps of darkness, look you ; for as I am a 
Christian soul, and hope for joyful resurrec- 
tion, I have this plessed evening seen him 
perform such tiling as could not be done 
without the aid and instruction and conni- 
vance of the tevil.” 

Gauntlet seemed to enter into the senti- 
ments of this Welch reformer, and actually 
laid hold on the delinquent’s shoulder, crying, 
“Damn the rascal*. 1*11 lay any wager that 
he’s a Jesuit, for none of his order travel with- 
out a iarailiar. But Peregrine, who looked 
upon the affair in another point of vieW, in- 
terposed in behalf of the stranger, whom he 
freed from his aggressors, observing that 
there was no occasion to use violence, and 
asked in French what be had done to incur 
the censure of tlie informer. The poor for- 
eigner, more dead than alive, answered that 
he was an Italian charlatap, who had prac- 
tised with some reputation in Padua, until he 
liad the misfortune to -attract the notice of 
the inquisition, by exhibiting certain won- 
derful performances by hia skill in natural 
knowledge, which that tribunal considered 
as the efects of sorpeiry,- and persecuted him 
accordingly; so that he ]>a<} been fain to make 
a precipitate reti*eat into France, where, not 
finding hia account in his talents, he was now 
arrived in England, with a view of practising 
'his art in London ; and that, in consequence 
of a specimen which he had given to a com- 
pahy below, the choleric ‘gentleman had fol- 
lowed him up stairs . own apartment, 
and assaulted liim in that inhospitable man- 
ner. He therefore earnestly begged that our | 
0 


heto would take . him under his protection ; 
and. if he entertained the lea^ suspicion of 
; his employing preternatural, means in the 
operations of his art, he would freely, coni- 
ihunicate all the secrets in his possession. 

The youth dispelled his apprehension, by 
assuring him that he was in no danger of auf- 
fbring fir his art in England, where, if ever 
he should be questioned by the zeal of super- 
stitious individuals, he had nothing to do but 
appeal to the next justice of the peace, who 
would immediately quit him of the charge, 
and punish his accusers for their imperti- 
: nence and indiscretion. 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welchman 
that the stranger had a good action against 
tiiem for an assault, by virtue of an act of 
parliament, which makes it criminal for any 
person tq accuse another of sorcery and 
witchcraft, these idle notions being now just- 
ly exploded by all sensible men. Mr Jolter, 
who had by this time joined the company, 
could not help signifying his dissent from this 
opinion of his pupil, which he endeavoured to 
invalidate by the authority of scripture, quo- 
tations from the fathers, and the confessions of 
wretches who suffered death for having car- 
ried on correspondence with evil spirits, to- 
gether with the evidence of Satan’s Invisible 
World, and Morton’s History of Witchcraft. 

The soldier corroborated these testimonies^ 
by facts that had happened within the sphere 
of hia own knowledge ; and, in particular, 
mentioned the case of an old woman in tho 
parish in which he was born, who used to 
transform herself into the shapes of sundry 
animals, and was dt last killed by small shot 
in the character of a hare. The Welchman 
thus supported, expressed his surprise 
hearing that the legislature had shown such 
tenderness for criminals of so dark, a huo ; 
and offered to prove, by undeniable instances, 
that there was not a mountain in Wales 
which had not been, iq his memory, tlie scene 
of necromancy and witchcraft: — “Where- 
fore,” said he, “ I am assuredly more than 
apove astonished, and confounded, and con- 
cemed, that the parliament of Great Pritain 
should, in their great wisdoms, and their 
prudence, and their penetration, give coun- 
tenance and encoura^mout, look you; to the 
works of darkness and the empire of Pelzo- 
pup; ofer and apove the evidence of holy 
writi and those writers who have been quot- 
ed by that aggurate and learned shentleman. 
We are informed by profane history, of tfu? 
pribbles and pranks of the old serpent, in the 
bortents and oragles of antiquity; as you will 
find ill that- most excellent historian Bolypi- 
us, and Titus Lifius; ay, and moreoferinthe 
.Cpmmentariea of Julius Caesar himself, who, 
las the ole world knows, was a most famous, 
sm.d a most fkliant, and a most wise, and a 
most prudent;, and a most fortunate chiftan, 
and- a most renowned orator ; ay, and a most 
elegant writer to boot.” 
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Peregrine did not tliink propw to eiitel 
the liets of dispute with three such Oibs^nite 
antagonists ; but contented himself witli eajr» 
ing, that he believed it would he no difficult 
matter to impugn the argumehte they had 
advanced, thou^ he did nojb 6nd himself at 
all disposed; to undertake the task, which 
must, of course, break in upon the evemng’js 
entertainment. He therefore invited the Ital- 
ian to supper, and asked the same favour of 
his accuser, who seemed to have something 
curious and cliaroucteristic in his manner ana 
disposi^on, resolving to make himself an eye- 
witness of those surprising feats which had 
given offence to the^ choleric Briton. This 
scrupulous gentleman thanked our hero for 
his courtesy, but declined communicating 
with the stranger, until his character should 
be iarthcr explained ; upon which Ids inviter, 
after some conversation with the charlatan, 
assured him that he would himself undertake 
for the innocence of his art; and then he was 
prevailed upon to favour them with his com- 
pany. 

In the course pf the couversation, Pere- 
grine learnt that the Welchman was a sur- 
geon of Canterbury, who had been called in 
to a consultation at Dover, and, understand- 
ing that his name was Morgan, took the lib- 
erty of asking if he was not the person so re- 
spectfully mentioned in the Aaventores of 
Roderick Random. Mr Morgan assumed a 
look of graviiy and importance at this inter- 
rogation, and, screwing up his mouth, an- 
swered, “ Mr Rantum, my goot sir, I believe 
upon roy conscience and sulfation, is my very 
goot frient and well wisher; and he and I 
have been companions, and messmates, and 
fellow sufferers, look you ; but nevertheless, 
for all that, peradventnre he hath not pehav- 
ed with so much complaisance and aifability 
and respect, as I might have expected from 
him ; pecause he hath revealed, and tiviilged, 
and published our private affairs, without my 
knowledge, and privity and consent ; but as 
God is my Saviour, I think he had no 'evil 
invention in his pelly : and though there be 
certain persons, look you, who, as I am told, 
take upon them to laugh at his descriptions 
of my Wfison, deportment and conversation, 

I do amrm, and, maintain, and insist with my 
heart, and my ploot, and my soul, that those 
persons are no petter than ignorant asses, 
and that they know not Iiow to discern, and 
cViStinguish, and define true ridicule, or, as 
Aristotle calls it, the to geloion^ no more, 
Jopk.ypu, t' an a herd of mountain goats ; for 
I will make poM to obsOTve, and I hope this 
gboV company will tfe of the same opinion, 
is nothing.said of me in that per-^ 
forthance whivli is 'tmworthy of a Christian/ 
and « 

Our , young /gentleman J'is friends 
acquiesced itf t|ie justness of bis observation. 
Peregrine particularly assured him, that, 
from reading the book, he had conceived the 


utmost rego^ and voneration for his charac- 
ter,. and' that be; thought, himself mttremely 
fortunate in having .opportunity pf^en- ' 
joying his conVersaWt'v Morgan, a 
little proud' of such advances ffom a person . 
of Peregrine’s appearance, returned ,thc 
compliment with a profusion of civility, and, 
in the warmth of aclmowledgment, expressed 
a desire of seeing him ana his company at 
his, house in Canterbury. will not pre-' 
tend, or premise, kind Sir,” said he^ ** to 
entertain you according to your merits and 
deserts, but you shall be os^ welcome to my 
poor eptta^, and my wife and family, as the • 
rince of Wales himself; and it shall go 
ard, if, one way or other,,! do not lind, 
ways and means of making you confess that 
there is some gopd fellowiSup in an ancient 
Priton ; for though I am no petter than a 
simple apothecary, I have as gootplood cir- 
culating in my veins as any he in the country ; 
and 1 can describe, and delineate, and de- 
monstrate my pedigree to the satisfaction of 
the ’ole ’oriel ; and, moreofer, by Got’s soot 
providence and assistance, I can afford to 
treat my friend with a joint of goot mutton, 
and a pottle of excellent wine ; and no trades- 
man can peard me with a bill.”* He Vi^as 
congratulated on his happy situation, and 
assured that our youth ..would visit him on 
his return from Prance, provided he should 
take Canterbury on his route. As Peregrine 
manifested an inclination of being acquainted 
with the state of liis affairs, he very pom- 
plaisantly satisfied his curiosity, by giving him 
to know that his K|?ouse had Jell off breeding, 
after having blessed him with two bovs and 
a girl, who were still alive and well ; that he 
lived in good esteem with his neighbours, 
and by his practice, which was considerably 
extended immediately after the publication 
of Roderick Random, had saved some thou- 
sand pounds. He had begun to think of re- 
tiring among his own relations in Glamor- 
ganshire, though his wife made Objections to 
fliis proposal, and opposed the execution of 
it with such obstinacy, that ho hod been at 
infinite pains in asserting his own preroga- 
tive, by convincing her, both from reason and 
example, that he was king and priest in his 
own family, and that she owed tho most im- 
plicit submission to his wilL He likewise 
informed the company, that he had lately 
seen his frlond Roderick,. who had come from 
London on purpose to visit him, after having 
gained his law^suit with. Mr Topehall, who 
was obliged to pay Narcissa’a fortune; that 
Mr Random, in ml . appearance, led a very 
happy life in the conversation of his fathqr 
and todfrllow, by whom he enjoyed, a son 
and daughter; and that Morgan had receiv- ' 
ed, in a, profit from hhn, a piece of very fine . 
linen of ;'his wife’s own making, seVerai kits 
of s^moin, andtwo casks of picked pork, the 
most delicate. he ha<l ever tasted, together 
with a barrel of excellent herrings for saiiha- 
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^^Thisto • of^i^wat* I)e:flija^<^e4 ' CHAl^ER XXXV., 

tthe Itatian 'to exhiloat a specie ‘fid embark^ for overtaken by a 

men joif a minutes’' con* 1 , stomir^s surprised with the etj^earance 

ducted the company into, the next room,, of Pipes^lands at palais, andkas an af- 
Where, to their g^eat. astonishment and af* fray with the officers of thS euitomltouse. 
fVi^ht# they beheld a thousand serpents wind- ' ,v 

in^ along the ceiling. Mor^^n, struck' with SoimcEhad the vessel proceeded two le^eS ' 
^18 plienomenon, which he had not peen be- on the passage, when the wind shiftingf blew 
fore, began to utter exorcisms with great de- directly in flicir teeth; so that they were 
vQtion, Mr Joltcr ran terrified out of the obliged to. haul upon a wind, and alter their 
room, Gauntlet drew his hanger, and Pere- course. The sea running pretty high, at the 
gflne' himself was disconcerted. The ope- same time, our hero, who was below in hie 
rator perceiving their confusion, desired them cabin, began to be squeamish, and in conse- 
to retire, and*(^lingthdm back in an instant, quence of the skipper’s advice, went upon 
there was not a viper to be .seen. He raised the deck for the comfort of his stomach; 
their admiration by sundry other perform- while the governor, experienced in these 
ances, and the Welchman’s former opinion disasters, sfipt into bed, where he lay at his 
and abhorrence of his character began to re- ea^e, amusing himself with a treatise on the 
cm*, when, in consideration of the civility cyblpid, with algebraical demonstrations, 
with which he had been treated, this Italian which never failed to engage his imagination 
imparted to them alt the methods by which in the most agreeable manner, 
he had acted such wonders, that were no In tlie mean time the wind increased to a 
other than the effects of natural causes curi- very hard gale, the vessel pitched with great 
ously combined ; so that Morgan became a violence, the sea washed over the decks, the 
convert' to his skill, askpd pardon for the master was alarmed, the crew were confound- 
suspicion h6 had entertained, and invited the ed, the passengers w^re overwhelmed with 
stranger to pass a fetv days with him at Can- sickness and fear, and universal distraction 
terbury. - ensued. In the mi^t of this uproar, Pere- 

The Scruples of Godfrey and Jolter were grine holding fast to the tafiTrill, and looking 
removed at the same time, and Peregrine ruefolly ahead, the countenance of Pipes pre- 
testified his approbation by a handsome gra- sented itself to his astonished view, rising 
tuity which he bestowed upon their enter- as it were from the hold of the ship. Al 
taiher, ^ first he imagined it was a fear formed sha- 

The evening being spent in this sociable dow of his own brain, though he did not re- 
manner, every man retired to his respective main long in his terror, but plainly perceived 
chamber ; and next morning they breakfast- that it was no other than the real person 
ed together, when Morgan declared he would of Thomas, who, 'jumping on the quarter- 
stay till he should see our hero fairly em- deck, took charge of tne helm, and dictated 
barked, that he might liavc the pleasure of to the sailors with aS much authority as if he 
Mr Gauntlet’s company to his own habita- had been commander of the ship. The skip- 
tion: meanwhile, by the skipper’s advice, the per looked upon him as an ong^l sent to his 
servants were ordered to carry ,a store of assistance, and the crew soon discovering 
wine and provision on board, in * case of ac- him to be a thozough bred seaman, notwith- 
cident ; and as the packet-boat could not sail standing bis livery frock, obeyed his orders 
oefore one o’clock, the company walked up with such alacrity, that in a little time the 
,hill to visit 4he castle,*where they saw the confusion vanished, and every necessary step 
sword of Julius Cffisar, and Queen Eliza- was taken to weather the gaie. 
betb^s pocket-pistol, repeated Shakspeare’s Our young gentleman immediately con- . 
description, while they suWeyed the chalky ceivedthe meaning of Tom’s appearance on 
cliffs on each side, and cast their eyes to- board, and, when tne tumult was a little sub- 
wards the city of Calais, that was obscured sided, went up, and encouraged him to exert 
by a thick clou4, which ^d not much regale himself for the preservation of the ship, pro* 
their eye-sight, because it seemed to portend mising to take him again into his service, 
foul weather. { from which he should never be dismissed. 

Having viewed every thing remarkable in except at his own desire. This assurance 
this place, they' returned to me pier, where, had a surprising effect upon Pipes, who, 
after the compliments of parting, and an af- thoiqgfh he made no manner of reply, thrust 
fectionate embrace between the two young the helm into the master’s hand, saying, 
gentlemen^’ Peifegrine apd his governor step* « Here, you old bumbpat woman, take hold 
ped aboard, the sa^s were hoisted, and they of the tiller, and keep her thus, boy, thus ; 
went to sea with a fair wind, while Godfrey, and skipped about the vessel, trimming the , 
Morgan, and the conjuror, walked back to the sails, ; and managing the ropes with such 
inn, from whence they set out for Canterbury agility and skill, that every body on deck 
before dinner. ’ ' stood amazed at his dexterity. 
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Mir Jolter was far from being uncohcera^d i ed up, the wind tewn to blow aa^ from the 
at the uncommon motion of the ^eaaiel, the ii^.cojmer, ind the spires of Calms appem- 
eittffinff of the wind, and the uprosif Which he ed at the distance of leagues ; .sp that 
heard “above him; he looked towards Uie the countenances of board were hjgh^ 
cabin-door with the mostfearfbl dTcpectatiod, ed .up with joyous expectation; and Pare- 
in hope of seeing sqprie person who could grine venturing to go down into the cabin, 
give some account of the weather, and what comforted his govereor with an account of 
was doing upon depk ; but not a soul appear- the happy turn of their affairs. 

,ed, and he was too well acquainted .with the Jolter, transported with the thoug|'hta of a 
disposition of his own bowels to make the speedy landing, began to launch out in praise . ’ 
least alteration in his attitude. When he of that country for which they were bound,/. ; 
had lain a good while in all the agony of ^Me observed, that ^ance was tlie land of 
suspense, the boy tumbled headlong into his politeness and hospitality, which were con- 
apartment, with such noise, that he believed spicuous in the behaviour qf all ranks and 
the mast had gone by the board, and starting degrees, from the peer to .the peasant that 
upright in his bed, asked, with all the ^mp- a gentleman and a foreigner, far from being, 
toms of horror, what was the cause of that insulted and imposed upon by theiower class 
disturbance. The boy, half stunned by his of people, as in Englarid, was treated with - 
fall, answered, in a dolorous tone, I’m the utmost reverence, candour, and respect ; ' 
come to put up the dead-lights.”' At the that tlieir fields were fbrtDo, their clunate 
mention of dead-lights, the meaning of which pure and healthy, their farmem rich and in- 
he did not understand, the poor governor’s dustrious, and the subjects in general the 
heart died within him, and he shivered with happiest of men. He would have prosecut- 
■ despair. His recollection forsaking him, ho ed this favourite theme still father, had not 
fell upon his knees in the bed, and fixing his his pupil been obliged to run upon deck, in 
eyes upon the ^ok which was in his hand, consequence of certain warnings he received 
.Itegan to pronounce aloud, with great fer- fh>m .his stomach, 
vour, •• The time of a complete oscillation The skipper, seeing his condition, very 
in the cycloid is to' the time in which a body honestly reminded, him of the cold bam and 
would through the axis of the cycloid fowls, with a basket of wine, which he had 
. VD, as the circumference of a circle to its ordered to be sent on-board, and asked if he 
diameter.” He would in all likehhood hUve would have the cloth laid below. He could 
proceeded with the demonstration of this not have chosen a more seasonable oppor- 
proposition, had he not been seized with such tunity of manifesting his own disinterested- 
a qualm, as compelled him t6 drop the book, ness. , Peregrine made w^.faces at the men- 
nnd accommodate himself to the emergency tion of food, bidding him j[for ChristVsake) 
of his distemper ; he t|;»erefore stretched talk ho more on thnt subject. He tlien de> 
himself at full len^h, and; putting up ojacu* scended into the cabin, and put the same 
lations to heaven, began to prepare himself question to Mr Jolter, who; he knew, enter- 
for his latter end, when all of a sudden the tained the same abhorrence for his propel; 
noise above was intermitted; and, as he could and, meeting with the like reception ftom 
not conceive the cause of this tremendous him, went l^tweeh decks, and repeated his 
silence, he imagined that either the men courteous proffer to the valet de chambre arid 
were washed overboard, or that, despairing lacquey, who laiy sprawling in all the pangs 
of safety, they had ceased to oppose the tern- of a double evacuation, and rejected hia civn- 
pest. While he was harrowed by this miser- ity with the most horrible loathing. Thus 
able Uncertainty, which, however, was not baffled in all his kind endeavours, he Ordered 
altogether uneiuightened by some scattered his boy to secure the^rovision in one Of his 
rays of hope, the master entered the cabin ; own lockers, according to the custom of the 
then he asked, with a voice half extinguished ship. 

matters went upon deck; and It being low water when they arrived on 
the skipper, with a large bottle of brandy ap. the Prenwi coast, the vessel could not enter 
' plied to his mouth, answered, in a hollow the harbour, and they were obliged to bring 
® Upon which to, and wait for a boat, which m less than 

Mr Jolter, v^imself over for lost, ex- half an hour came along-side from the shore, 
claimea, with the utmost horror, ‘‘ Lord have Mr Jolter now crae upon deck, and snuffing 
mercy npor^ a® ! Christ have merejr upon us !” up the French air with symptoms of infinite 
and.repeated this sapplicatiop as it were me- satisfaction, asked of the boatmeh (witli the 
;chpn^c^y,niitil the master undeceived him friendly appellation of mes enfam) what 
oy the meMittg of what he had they denfanded for transporting him and his 

saw, fl^dals^nghimt^t the squall was over, pupil, >ith their baggage, to the pier. But 
such,, a sudden transition ^m,fear to joy how was he disconcerted when those polite, ^ 
occMfon^ .yiolent agita^on both in his candid; reasonphls watermen, , demiiwed a 
mind and My : and it was a full quarter of louis d*br fyi service » PeregrinO, with a , 

anhour>fi>re:ltej^everedthehghtuseof sarcksUc aworved, that ‘he already 

hxs orgaPSi By this time the weather clear- 1 began to pefceiyethe justice of hisencoimums 
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on th« FVench f and the Mr Jolter, ^ho had onder^p^ne thisex- 

norcotdd.say Qotinnffin hv pwn.^hw^ttoh^ animation before, resolved to profit by his 
hut tli&t they were ;|&bauched\b7 th)s}> inter- experience, and cunningly represented his 
course with the ihl^ His pupil as a young English This inti-^ 

pupil, however, was so much offended at their mation, supported by the appearance of his 
extn^ion, that he absolutely refused , td em- equip^e, was no soofier communicated to 
ploy them, even when, they abated one half the Ofiwer,'than he turned out the jraafd, and 
in their demand, and swore he would stay on ordered his soldiers to rest upon their ann$,' 
board till the packet should be able to enter while his lordship passed in' great state tp', 
the harbour, rather than encourage such im- the Lton d*Argentj where he took up his ^ 
position. lodmngs for the night, resolving to set out' ' 

The master, who, in all probability, had for Paris next morning in a post-chaise, 
some. ^rt'of fellow-feeling with the boatmen. The governor triumphed' greatly in this 

in vaih represented that he could not with piece ofcomplaisance and respect with which' 
safbty lie to, or anchor upon a lee-shore ; our they had been honoured, and resumed his be- 
hero having consulted Hpes, answered, that loved topic of discourse, in applauding the 
he had hired liis vessel to transport them' to method and subordination of the French go- 
Calais, and that he would oblige him to per- vemment, which was better calculated for 
form what he had undertaken. ^ maintaining order, and protecting the people, 

The skipper, very much mortified at this than any constitution upon earth. Of their 
peremptory reply, which was not over and courteous attention to strangers, there need- 
above agreeable to Mr Jolter, dismissed the ed no other proof than the compliment which 
boat, notwithstanding the solicitations and had been' f^id to them, together with tlio^ ' 
condescension of the watermen. Running governor's connivance at Peregrine's employ- 
n little farther in shore, they came to an an- ing his own servants in carrying the baggage 
chor, and waited till tliere was water enough to the inn, contrary to the privilege ot <tno 
to float them over the bar. Then they stood inhabitants. 

in^o the harbour, and our gentleman, with While he expatiated, witli a remarkable 
his attendants and baggage, were landed on degree of self indulgence on this' subject, the . 
the pier by the sailors, whom he liberally re- vafet dc chambre coming into the room, in- 
warded for their trouble. temiptcd his harangue, by telling hia master 

He was immediately plied by a great num- that their, trunks and portmanteaus must be 
ber of ' porters, who, like as many hungry carried to th^ custom-house, in order to be 
wolves, laid liold on his baggage, and began searched, and sealed with leadt which most 
to carry it off piecemeal, without his order remain untouched until their arrival at 
or direction. Incensed at this officious in- Paris. 

solence, he commanded them to desist, with Peregrine made ift> objection to this prac- 
niany oat^s and opprobrious terms, that his tice, which was in itself reasonable enough ; 
anger soggested ; and,- perceiving that one of but when he undeiistood that the gate was be- 
them did hot seem to pay any regard to what sieged by another multitude of porters, who 
he said, but marched off with his burden, he insisted upon their right of carrying the goods, 
snatched a cudgel out of his lacquey’s band, and also of fixing their own price, he abso- 
and, overtaking the fellow in a twinkling, lutely refused to comply with their demand, 
brought him to the ground with one blow. Nay, he chastised some of the most clamor- 
He was instantly surroundeff by the whole ous amongthem with his foot* and told them, 
congregation of this canailUf who resented that if tlieir custom-house officers had a mind 
the injury which their brother had sustained, to examine his baggage, they might come to 
and would have taken immediate satisfaction the inn for that purpose. The valet de cham- 
of the aggressor, had not Pipes, seeing his bre was abashed at this boldness of his mas- 
master involved, brought the .whole crew to ter’s behaviour, which, the lacquey, shnig- 
itis assistance, and exertedT himself so man- ging up his shoulders, observed, was hien a 
fully, that the. enemy were obliged to retreat rAngfoise ; while the governor represented 
with many marks of defeait, and menaces of it as ^ indignity to the whole, nation, and 
interesting the commandant in Uieir quarrel, endeavoured to persuade his piipB to comply 
Jolter, who knew and dreaded the power of with tJi^ custom of the place. But Perc- 
the French governor, began to shake with grine’s natural haughtiness of disposition hin- 
apprehension, when he .hoard their repeat^ dered him fiom giving ear to Jolter’s whole- 
threats i' but' tliey durst ,not apply to tl^ some advice; and, in less than half an hour, 
magistrate, v;ho, upon a fair representation they obsemsd a file of musqueteers marching 
of the cose, would have punished them severe- up to the gate. At sight of this detachment 
ly for their rapacious and insolent behaviour, the tutor trembled,, tlie volet grew pale, and 
Pere^ne, without further molestation, avail- the lacqney crossed himself; but our hero, 
ed himself of his own attendants; who sHouV without exhibiting any other symptoms than 
dered his baggage, and followed, him to the those of indignation, met them on the tbres-. 
gate, where they were stopped by the cent}- hold, and a ferocious air, demanded, 
nels, until their names should be registered.] their business. The corporal, who com-' 
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manded the file, answered with great deli- 
beration, that he had orders to, , convey his 
baggage to the custom-house;, and seeing 
Iruidts standing in the entry, placed his men 
between tliein and tl^e owner, w^le the por- 
ters that followed took them up, and pro- 
ceeded to the Douane without opposition. 

Pickle was not mad enough to dispute the 
authority of this message ; but, in order to 
gall, and specify his contempt for those who 
brought it, he called aloud to his valet, desir- 
ing him, in French, to accompany his things, 
and see that none of his linens and cfTects 
i^bould be stolen by the searchers. The cor- 
poral, mortified at this satirical insinuation, 
darted a look of resentment at the author, as if 
he had been interested for the glory of his na- 
tion, and told him that he could perceive he 
was a stranger in France, or else he would 
have saved himself the trouble of such a need- 
less precaution. 


CHAPTER XXXVL 

He makfis a fruitless attempt in gallantry-^ 
departs far Boulogne^ where he spends 
the evening with certain English ex* 
lies. 

Having thus yielded to the hand of power, 
he inquired if there was any other English 
company in the house ; when, anderstanding 
that a gentleman and lady lodged in the next 
apartment, and had bespoke a post-chaise 
for Paris, he ordered Pigesto ingntiate him- 
self with their footman, a*nd, if possible, leam 
their names and condition, while he and Mic 
Joker, attended by the lacquey, took a turn 
round the ramparts, and viewed the particu- 
lars of the fortification. 

Tom was so very successful in his inquiiy, 
that, when his master returned, he was able 
to give him a satisfactory account of his 
fellow lodgers, in consequence of having 
treated bis brotlier with a bottle of wine. 
The people in question were a gentleman and 
his lady lately arrived from England, on their 
wpy to Paris. The husband was a man of 
good fortune, who had been a libertine in 
riis youth, and a professed declaimer against 
matrimony. He wanted neither sense nor 
experience, and piqued himself in particular 
upon his art of avoiding the snares of the fe- 
male sex, ^ wiiich he pretended to be deep- 
ly ve*'’ed. ;But notwithstanding all his cau- 
ticn ariu skill, he had lately fallen a sacrifice 
to, the attractions of an oyster-wench, who 
hadf^upd means to decoy him into tho bands 
X,/ wedlock; iUid, in order to avoid the com- 
pliments and congratulations of his friends 
and acquaintance, he had come so far on a 
tour lo Paris, where he intended to initiate 
his sp<mee in the beau monde. In the mean 
time he chose to live upon the reserve, be- 
cause her natural talents had as yet received 


but little cuHivation ; and he had not the most 
implicit -confidence in her virtue and dihere- 
tion, which, it seems, had like to have yield- 
ed to the addresses of an ^cer at Canter- 
bury, who had made shift tip insinuate himself 
into her acquaintance and &vour. 

Peregrine’s curiosity being inflamed' by 
this information, he lounged about the yard, 
in hopes of seeing tlie Dulcinea who had 
captivated the old bachelor; and, at length, 
observing her at a window, tbok the liberty 
of bowing to her with great respect. She 
returned the compliment yitb a courtesy, 
and appeared so decent m her dress and 
manner, that, unless he had bfeen previously 
informed of her former life and conversation, 
he never would have dreamed that her edu- 
cation was different from tliat of other ladies 
of fashion : so easy is it to acquire tliat ex- 
ternal deportment on which people of condi- 
tion value themselves so much. Not but 
that Mr Pickle pretended to distinguish a 
certain vulgar audacity in her countenance, 
which, in a lady of birth and fortune, would 
have passed for an aCTeeable vivacity that 
enlivens the aspect, and gives poignancy to 
every feature : but as she possessed a pair of 
fine eyes, and a clear complexion, overspread 
with the glow of health, which never fails 
of recommending the owner, he could not 
help gazing at her with desire, and form- 
ing a design of making a conquest of her 
heart. With this view he sent his compli- 
ments to her husband, whose name was 
Hombeck, with ait intimation that he pro- 
posed to set next day for Paris, and as 
he understood that he was resolved upon the 
same journey, he should be extremely glad of 
his company on the road, if he wuCknot bet- 
ter en^ged. Horn beck, who in all proba- 
bility did not chusc to accommodate his wife 
with a squire of our hero’s appearance, sent 
a ci\11 answer to h\n message, professing in- 
finite mortification at his being unable to 
embrace the favour of his kind offer, by rea- 
son of the indisposition of his wife, who, he' 
was afraid, would be in a condition fi}r 
some days to bear the fatigue of travelling. 
This rebuff, which Peregrine ascribed to the 
husband’s jealouiyr, stifled his project in em- 
bryo; he ordered his French servant to take 
a place for himself in the diligence, where 
all his luggage was stowed, except a small 
trunk with some linen and other necessaries, 
that was fixed uponlhe post-chaise, which 
they hired of the landlord ; and early next 
morning he ,and Mr .Toiler departed from 
Calais, < attended by his Valet de chombre 
and Pipes on horseback. TJicy proceed- 
ed without any accident as far as Bou- 
logne, where they breakfasted, and visited 
old Father. Graham., a Scottish gentieman of 
the governor’s acquaintance, who had lived 
as a capUchki in that place for the space of 
threescore 3 rearB, and during that period con- 
formed to all the austerities of the order with 
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the most rigorous, exactness; b^mg' Equally 
remarkable ibr the frankhess of hia q^Vei^a- 
tion, the humanity of his dispositteni'a.n4the 
simplicity of his miners. From Bonlogne 
they took their depaiture about noon, and as 
they, proposed to sleep that night at Abbeville, 
commanded the postilion to drive with ex- 
traordinary speed. Perhaps it was well for 
his cattle that the axletree gaVQ wdy, and 
the chaise of course overturned, before they 
had travelled one third part of the stage. 

This accident compelled them to retufin to 
the place drom whence they bad set out; and 
as they could not procure another convey- 
ance,, thev found themselves under the ne- 
cessity of staying till their chaise could be 
refitted. Understanding that this operation 
Would detain them a whole day, our young 
gentleman had recour^ to his patience, and 
demanded to know what they would have for 
dinner ; the garcon, or waiter, thus question- 
ed, vanished in a moment, and immediately 
they were surprised with the appearance of 
a strange figure, which, from the extra- 
vagance of its dress and gesticulation, Pere- 
grine mistook for a madman of the growth 
of France. This phantom (which, by the 
bye, happened to be no other than the cook), 
was a tall, long-legged, meagre, swarthy 
fellow, that stooped very much ; his cheek 
bones were remarkably raised, his nose bent 
into the shape and size of a powderhom, 
and the sockets of his eyes as raw round the 
edges as if the skin hod been pared off. On 
Ills head ho wore a handkerchief, which had 
once been vrhitc, and now served to cover 
t he upper part of a black periwig, to which 
was attached a bag, at least a foot square, 
with a solitaire and rose that stuck up on 
each si'de to liis ear; so that he looked like 
a criminal on the pillory. , His back was ac- 
commodated with a liiun waistcoat, his hands 
adorned with long ruffles of the same piece, 
his middle was girded by an apron tudeed up, 
that it might not conceal his white s:lk stock- 
ings rolled; and at his entrance he brandish- 
ed a bloody weapon full three feet in length. 
Peregrine, when ho fifst saw him approach 
ill this menacing attitude, put himself upon 
his guard ; but, being informed of his quality, 
jiornsed his bill of fare, and having bespoke 
three or four things for dinner, walked out 
with Mr Joltcr to view both towns, which 
tiiey had not leisure to consider minutely 
betbre. In their return from the liarbour, 
they met with four or five gentlemen, all of 
whom seemed to look with an air of dejec- 
tion, and perceiving our hero and his governor 
to bo English by, their dress, bowed with 
great respect as they passed. Pickle, vyho 
was naturally compassionate, felt an emotion 
of sympathy ; and seeing a person, who by 
his habit he judged to te one of their servants, 
accosted him in English, and qsked who the 
English were.. The lacquey gave him to 
understand that tliev 'wcre his own coun- 
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trymen, exiled firom their native homes, in 
consequence of their adherence to an un- 
fortunate and ruined cause; and that they 
were gone to the sea-side, according to their 
daily practice, in order to indulge their long- 
ing eyes with a prospect of the white Cliffs 
of Albion, which they •must heter mere ap-; 
proach. 

Though our young gentleman differed wide- 
ly from them in point of political principles^ 
he was not one of those enthusiasts Who 
look upon every schism from the established 
articles of faith as damnable, and exclude 
the sceptic from every benefit of humanity 
and Christian forgiveness: he could easily 
comprehend how a man of the most un- 
blemished morals might, by the prejudioe of 
education, or indispensable attachments, be 
engaged in such a blameworthy and perni- 
cious undertaking; and thought that they 
had already suffered severely for their im- 
prudence. He was affected vvitli the ac- 
count of their diurnal pilgrimage to the sea- 
side, which he considered as a pathetic proof 
of their affliction, and invested Mr Jolter 
with the agreeable office of going to them 
with a complimcnt.in his name, and begging 
the honour of drinking a glass with them in 
the evening. They accepted the proposal 
with great satisfaction and respectful acknow- 
ledgment, and in the aftenioon waited upon 
the kind iiiviter, who treated them with cof- 
fee, and would have detained them to supper ; 
but they entreated the favour of Iiis company 
at the house which they frequented, so earn- 
estly, that he yielded to their solicitations, 
and with his governor was conducted by 
theni U) the place? where they had provided 
an elegant repast, and regaled them with 
some of tlic best claret in France. 

It was easy for them to perceive that their 
principal guest was no favourer of their state 
maxims, and therefore they industriously 
avoided every subject of conversation whiui 
could give tne least offence; not but that 
they lamented their own situation, which cut 
them off from all their’ dearest connexion?, 
and doomed them to perpetual banishment 
from their families and friends ; but they did 
not, even by the most distant hint, impeach 
the justice of that sentence by whmh they 
were condemned; although; ohc of them, 
who seemed to be about the age of thirty, 
wept bitterly over this misfortune, which hail 
involved a beloved wife and three children 
in misery and distress, and, in the impatience 
of his grief, cursed his own fate with franre 
imprecations. . His companions, with a view 
of beguiling his sorrows, and manifesting 
I tlieir own ho.spitaUty at the same time, chang- 
ed the topic of discourse, ami circulated tJie 
bumpers \vith great assiduity; so that all 
their cares were overwhelmed and forgotten; 
seVeml drinking French catches were sung, 
and mirth and good fellowship prevailed. 

In the midst of this elevation, which com- 
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monly unlocks the most hidden sentiment, 
and dispels every consideration of caution 
and constraint, one of the entertainers, being 
more intoxicated than his fellows, proposed 
a toast, to which Peregrine with some warmth 
excepted, as an unmannerly insult. The 
other maintained his proposition with in- 
decent heat; and the dispute bej^nning to 
grow very serious, the company interposed, 
and gave judment against their friend, who 
was so keenly reproached and rebuked for 
his impolite behaviour, that he retired in high 
dudgeon, threatening to relinquish their so- 
ciety, and branding them with the appellation 
of apostates from the common cause. Morti- 
fied at the behaviour of . their companion, 
those that remained were earnest in their 
apologies to their guests, whom they besought 
to forgive his intemperance, assuring them, 
with great confidence, that he would, upon 
the recovery of his reflection, wait upon them 
in person, and ask pardon fbr the umbrage 
he had given. Pickle was satisfied with their 
remonstrances, resumed his good humour, 
and the night being pretty far advanced, re- 
sisted all the importunities with which he 
was intreated to sec another bottle go round, 
and was escorted to his own lodgings more 
than half seas over. Next morning, about 
eight o*clock, he was waked by his valet de 
chambre, who told him that two of the gen-, 
llemen with whom he had spent the evening 
were in the house, and desired the favour of 
being admitted into his chamber He could 
not conceive the meaning of this extraordi- 
nary visit, and, ordering his man to show 
them into his apartments, beheld the person 
who had affronted him en\er, with the gen- 
tleman who had reprehended his rudeness. 

He who had g^ven the offence, after having 
made an apology for disturbing Mr Pickle, 
told him that his friend there present had 
been with him early that morning, and pro- 
posed the alternative of either fighting with 
him immediately, or coming to beg pardon 
for his unmannerly deportment over night ; 
that, though he had courage enough to face 
any man in the field in a righteous cause, he 
was not so brutal as to disobey the dictates 
of his own duty and reflection, in conse- 
quence of which, and not out of any regard 
to the other’s menaces, which he despised, 
he had now taken the liberty of interrupting 
his repose, that he might, as soon as possible 
atone for the injury he had done him, which 
he. proteste^j^^as the effect of intoxication 
alone, and lagged his forgiveness accord- 
ingly. C.ir hero accepted of his acknow- 
ledgment graciously, thaiiked the other 
gentieiiBiaii, ibr the gallant part he had acted 
in^ isberhalf; and peijceivii^g that his com- 
l>anion a little irritated at his officious 
interposition, efi^ed a reconciliation, by 
convincing him that what he had done was 
for the honour, of tho company. Ho then 
kept them to , breakfast, expressed a desire 


of seeing their situation altered for the bet- 
ter ; and> the chaise being repaired, took 
leave of his entertainers, who came to wish 
him a good journev» and with his attendants 
left Boulogne for the second time. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Proceeds for the capital — takes up his lodg- 
ings at Bemay, where he is overtaken hy 
Mr Hornbeckt whose head he longs to 
fortify. 

• 

During this day’s expedition, Mr Jolter took 
an opportunity of imparting to* his pupil the 
remarks he had made upon the industry of 
the French, as an undtmiable proof of which 
he bade him cast his eyes around, and ob- 
serve with what care every spot of ground 
was cultivated ; and from the fertility of that 
province, which is reckoned the poorest in 
France, conceive the wealth and aifincnce of 
the nation in general. Peregrine, amazed 
as well as disgusted at this infatuation, an- 
swered, that what be ascribed to industry 
was the effect of mere wretchedness; the 
miserable peasants being obliged to plough 
up every inch of grouiuT to satisfy their op- 
pressive landlords, while they themselves and 
their cattle looked like so many images of 
famine; that their extreme poverty was evi- 
dent from the face of the country, on whicli 
there was not one inclosure to be seen, or 
any other object, except scanty crops of bar- 
ley and oats, wliich could never reward the 
toil of the husiiiindman ; that ibeir habita- 
tions were no better than paltry huts ; that, 
in twenty miles of extent, not one gentle- 
man’s house appeared; that nothing was 
more abject and forlorn than the attire of 
their country people ; that the equipage of 
their travelling chaises was infinitely inferior 
to thalf of a dung-cart in England ; and that 
the postilion who then drove their carriage, 
had neither stockings to his legs, nor a shirt 
to his back. 

The governor, finding his charge so un- 
tractablc, resolved to leave him in the midst 
of his own ignorance and prejudice, and 
serve his observations for those who would 
pay more deference to his opinion ; and in- 
deed this resolution he -had often made, c^nd 
as often broken, in the transports of his zeal, 
that frequently hurried him out of the plan of 
1 conduct which in his cooler moments he had 
laid down. They halted for a refrcslunent 
i at Montrouil, and about seven in tlie evening 
arrived at a village called Bernay, where, 
while they waited for fresh horses, they were 
informed by the landlord, that tho gates of 
Abbeville were shut eve^ night punctually 
at eight o^clock, so that it would be impossi- 
ble for them to get admittance. He said there 
was not another place of entertainment on 
the road where they could pass the night ; 
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and therefore, as a firiend, he advised them to 
stay at his house, where they would find the 
best of accomodation, and proceed upon their 
journey betimes in the morning. 

Mr Jolter, though he had travelled on that 
road before, could not recollect whether or 
not mine host spoke truth ; blit his remon- 
strance being very plausible, our hero deter- 
mined to follow his advice, and, being con- 
ducted into an apartment, asked what they 
could have for supper. Tlie landlord men- 
tioned every thing that was eatable in the 
house, and the whole being engrossed for the 
use of him ancLhis attendants, he amused 
himself till such time as it should be dressed, 
in strolling about the house, which stands in 
a very rural situation. While he thus loiter* 
ed away the time that hung heavy on his 
hands, another chaise arrived at the inn; 
and, upon inquiry, he found that the new- 
comers were Mr Hombeck and his lady. The 
landlord, conscious of his inability to enter- 
tain this second company, came and begged, 
with great humiliation, that Mr Pickle would 
spare them some part of the victuals he had 
bespoke ; but he refused to part with so much 
as the wing of a partridge, though at the same 
time he sent his compliments to the stran- 
gers, and, giving them to understand how ill 
the house was provided for their reception, 
invited them to partake of his supper. Mr 
Hornbeck, who was not deficient in point of 
politeness, and extremely well disposed for 
a relishing meal, which he had. reason to 
expect from the savoury steam that issued 
from the kitchen, could not resist this second 
instance of our young gentleman’s civility, 
which he acknowledged by a message, im- 
porting that he and his wife would do them- 
selves the pleasure of profiting by his cour- 
teous offer. Peregrine’s cheeks glowed when 
he found himself on the eve of being acquaint- 
ed with Mrs Hombeck, of whose heart he 
had already made a conquest in imagination ; 
and he forthwith set bis invention at work to 
contrive some means of defeating ber hus- 
band’s vigilance. 

When supper was refidy, he in person gave 
notice to his guest, and leading the lady into 
his apartment, seated her in an elbow chair 
at the upper end of the table, squeezing her 
hand and darting a most insidious glance at 
the same time. This abrupt behaviour he 
ractised, on a presumption that a lady of 
er breeding was not to be addressed with 
the tedious forms that must be observed in 
one’s advances to a person of birth wd gen- 
teel education. In all probability his cucu- 
lation was just ; for Mrs Hornbeck gave no 
signs of discontent at this sort of treatment, 
but, on the contraiy, seemed to consider it 
as a proof of the young gentleman’s regard ; 
and though she did not venture to open he^ 
mouth three times during the whole repast, 
she showed herself particularly well satisfied 
with her entertainer, bv sundry sly and sig- 
P 


nificant looks, while her husband’s eyes were 
directed another way, and divers loud peals 
of laughter, signifying her approbation of the 
sallies which he uttered in the course of their 
conversation. Her spouse began to be very 
uneasy at the frank demeanour of his yoke- 
fellow, whom he endeavoured to check in 
her vivacity, by assuming a severity of as- 
pect ; but whether she obeyed the dictates of 
her own disposition, which perhaps was mer- 

S and unreserved, or wanted to punish Mr 
ombeck for his jealousy of temper, certain 
it is, her gaiety increased to such a degree, 
that her husband was grievously alarmed and 
incensed at her conduct, and resolved to make 
her sensible of his displeasure, by treading in 
I secret upon her toes. He was, however, so 
disconcerted by his indignation, that he mis- 
took his mark, and applied the sharp heel of 
his shoe to the side of Mr Jolter’s foot, com- 
prehendinghis little toe, that was studded with 
an angry com, which he invaded with such 
a jerk, that the governor, unable to endure 
the torture in silence, started up, and, dancing 
on the floor, roared hideously, with repeated 
bellowings, to the unspeakable enjoyment of 
Peregrine and the lady, who laughed them- 
selves almost into convulsions at the joke. 
Hombeck, confounded at the mistake he had 
committed, begged pardon of the injured tu- 
tor, with great contrition, protesting that the 
blow he had so unfortunately received was 
intended for an ugly cur which he thought 
had posted himself under the table. It was 
lucky for him that there was actually a dog 
in the room, to justify this excuse, which JoU 
tcr admitted with the tears running over his 
cheeks ; and the economy of the table was re- 
composed. 

As soon, however, as the strangers could 
with decency' withdraw, this suspicious hus- 
band took his leave of the youth, on pretence 
of being fiitigued with his journey, after hav- 
ing, by way of compliment, proposed that 
they should travel together next day; and 
Peregrine handed the lady to her chamber, 
where he wished her good night, with anoth- 
er warm squeeze, which she returned. This 
favourable hint made his heart bound with a 
transport of joy ; he lay in wait for oh oppor- 
timity of declaring himself ; and seeing the 
husband go down into the yard with a can- 
dle, glided softly into his apartment, where 
he found her almost undressed. Impelled by 
the impetuosity of his passion, which was 
still more inflamed by her present luscious 
appearance, and encouraged by the approba- 
tion she had already expressed, he ran to- 
wards her with eagerness, crying, ** Zounds, 
madam, your charms are irresistible !” and, 
without forther ceremony, would have clasp 
ed her m his arms, had she not begged him, 
for the love of God, to retire, for should Mr 
Hombeck return and find him there, she 
would be undone' for ever. He was not so 
blinded by his passion, but that he saw the 
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reasonableness of her fear ; and as he could 
not pretend to crown his wishes at that in* 
terviW, he avowed himself her lover, assur- 
ed her that he would exhaust his whole in- 
vention in finding a proper opportunity for 
throwingliimself at her feet ; and in the mean 
time he ravished sundry small favours, which 
she, in the hurry of her fright, could not 
withhold from his impudence of address.. 
I laving thus happily settled the prelimina- 
ries, he withdrew to his own chamber, and 
spent the whole night in contriving strata- 
gems to elude the jealous caution or his fel- j 
low traveller. , j 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

They set out in company, breakfast at A&- 
bevitle, dine at Amiens, and about eleven 
o'clock arrive at Chantilly, where Pere- 
grine executes a plan which he had con- 
certed upon Hornbeck. 

The whole company, by agreement, rose 
and departed before day, and breakfasted at 
Abbeville, where they became acquainted 
with the finesse of their Bernay landlord, 
who had imposed upon them, in affirming 
that they would not have been admitted after 
the gates were shut. From thence they 
proceeded to Amiens, where they dined, and 
were pestered by begging friars; and the 
roads being deep, it was elevens o’clock at 
night before they reached Chantilly, where 
they found supper already dressed, in conse- 
quence of having dispatched the valet de 
chambre before them on horseback. 

The constitution of Hornbeck being very 
much impaired by a life of irregularity, he 
found himself so iatigued with fiis day’s jour- 
ney, which amounted to upwards of an hun- 
dred miles, that, when he sat down at table, 
he Could scarcely sit upright ; and, in less | 
than three minutes, began to nod in his chair. 
Peregrine, who had foreseen and provided 
for this occasion, advised him to exhUarate 
his spirits with a glass of wine ; and the pro- 
posal being embraced, tipped his valet de 
chambre the wink, who, according to the in- 
structions he had received, qualified the Bur- 
gundy with thirty drops of laudanum, which 
this unfortunate husband swallowed in one 
glass. The dose, co-operating with his for- 
mer drowsiness, lulled him so last asleep, as 
it were h^ntaneously, that it was found 
nece ary to convey him to his own cham- 
ber, where ,his lootman undressed and put 
him to bed. ' Nor was Jolter (naturally of a 
slugjj^ disposition) able to resist his pro- 
to sleep, without suffering divers 
dreac^'yawns, which encouraged his pupil 
to administer the same dose to him, which 
had opeiiited so successfully upon the other 
Argus. This cordial had not' such a gentle 
effect upon the rugged organs of Jolter, as 


upon the more delicate nerves of Hornbeck, 
hnt discovered itself in certain involuntary 
startings, and convulsive motions in the 
muscles of his face; and when his nature at 
length yielded to the power of this medicine, 
he sounded the trumpet so loud through his 
nostrils, that our adventurer was afraid the 
noise would awake his other patient, and 
consequently prevent the accomplishment of 
his aim. The governor was therefore com- 
mitted to the care of Pipes, who lugged him 
into the next room, and having stripped oft 
his clothes, tumbled him into Ids nest, while 
the two lovers remained at fiiU liberty to in- 
dulge their mutual passion. ^ 

Peregrine, in the impatience of his incli- 
nation, would have finished the fate of Horn- 
beck immediately ; but his inamorata disap- 
proved of his intention, and represented that 
their being together by themselves for any 
length of time would be observed by her ser- 
vant, who was kept as a spy upon her ac- 
tions ; so that they had recourse to another 
scheme, which was executed in this manner. 
— ^Ile conducted her into her own apartment, 
in presence of her footman, who lighted them 
thither, and, wishing her good rest, returned 
to liis own chamber, where he waited till 
every thing was quiet in the house ; then 
stealing softly to her door, which had been 
left open for bis admission in the dark, he 
found the husband still secure in the embra- 
ces of sleep, and the lady in a loose gown, 
ready to seal his happiness. He conveyed 
her to his own chamber ; but his guilty pas- 
sion was not gratified. 

The opium ^vhich had been given to Jol- 
ter, together with the wine he had drank, 
produced such a perturbation in liis fancy, that 
he was visited with horrible dreams, and among 
other miserable situations, imagined himself' 
in danger of perishing in the flames, which 
he thoiight had taken hold on his apartment. 
This vision made such an impression upon 
his faculties, that he alarmed the whole house 
with the repeated cries of Jire ! fire ! and even 
leaped out of his bed, though he still contin- 
ued fast asleep. Th«^ lovers were very dis- 
agreeably disturbed by this dreadful exclama- 
tion ; and Mrs Hornbeck, running in great 
confbsion to the door, had the mortification 
to see the footman, with a light in his hand, 
enter her husband’s chamber, in order to give 
him notice of this accident. She knew that 
she would be instantly missed, and could 
easily divine the consequence, qnless her in- 
vention could immediately trump up some 
plausible excuse for her absence. 

W omen are naturally fruitful of expedients 
in cases of such emergency: she employed 
but a few seconds in recollection, and rush- 
ing directly towards the apartment of tlie 
governor, whio still continued to holoo in the 
same note, exclaimed, in a screaming tone, 
1 “Lord have mefqy upon usl wheret wnerel” 
1 By this time all the servants were assembled 
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in strange attire ; Peregrine, burst kito Jolter’s and to proceed altogether ^r. Paris in the af- 
room, and seeing him stalking in his shirt, temoon. 

with his eyes shut, bestowed such a slap upon Peregrine was a little chagrined when he 
his back, as in a moment dissolved his4ream, understood that he was so suddenly deprived 
and restored him to the use of his senses, of this untasted morsel; and Jolter comd not 
He was astonished and ashamed at being dis- conceive the meaning^of their abrupt and un- 
covered in such an indecent attitude ; and civil disappearance, which, after many pro- 
taking refuge under the clothes, asked par- found conjectures, he accounted for, by sup- 
don of all present for the disturbance he had posing that Hornbeck was some sharper who 
occasioned; soliciting with great humility had run away with an heiress, whom he found 
the forgiveness of the lady, who, to a mira- it necessary to conceal from the inquiry of 
cle, counterfeited the utmost agitation of her friends. 

terror and surprise. Meanwhile, Hornbeck The pupil, who was well assured of tlie 
being awakene^ by tlie repeated efforls of true motive, allowed his governor to enjoy 
his man, no sooner understood that his wife the triumph of his own penetration, and con- 
was missing* than all the chimeras of jea- soled himself with the hope of seeing his DuU 
lousy taking possession of his imagination, cinea again at some of the public places m 
he started up in a sort of frenzy, and snatch- Paris, which he proposed to fre()ucnt. Thus 
ing his sword, flew straight to Peregrine*s comforted, he visited the magnificent stables 
chamber; where, though lie found not that and palace of Chantilly, and immediately at- 
which he looked for, he unluckily perceived ter dinner they set out for Paris, where they 
an under-petticoat, which his wife had for- arrived, in the evening, and hired apartments 
got in the hurry of her retreat. This dis- at a hotel in the fauxhurgh St Germaine, not 
covery added fuel to the flame of bis resent- far from the playhouse, 
ment. He seized the fatal proof of his dis- 
honour, and meeting his spouse in her re- 

. turn to bed, presented it to her view, saying, CHAPTER XXXIX. 

with a most expressive countenance, “Mad- 

am, you have dropped your under-petticoat ’ He is involved in an adventure at Paris^ 
in the next room.” Mrs Hornbeck, who in- and taken prisoner by the city^guard — 

herited from nature a most admirable pre- becomes acquainted with a French noble- 

pence of mind, looked earnestly at the oh- man, who introduces him in the beau 
ject in question, and, with incredible seren- monde, 
ity of countenance, aflirnied that the petti- • 

coat must belong to the house, for she had Thev were no sooner settled in these 

none such in her possession. Peregrine, lodgings than our hero >vrote to his uncle an 

who walked behind her, hearing this osseve- account of their sqfe arrival, and sent another 
ration, immediately interposed, and pulling letter to his friend Gauntlet, with a very 
Ilonibeck by the sleeve into his chamber, tender billet inclosed for his dear Emilia, to 
“ Cads zooks !” said he, what business bad whom he repeated all his former vows of 
you with that petticoat] Can’t you let a constancy and love. 

young fellow enjoy a little amour with an The next care that engrossed nim was 
innkeeper’s daughter, without exposing his that of bespeaking seveiiu suits of clothes 
infirmities to your wife] Pshaw! if is ma- suitable to the French mode, and in the 
licious, because you have quitted these ad- mean time he never appeared abroad, except 
ventures yourself, to spoil the sport of other in the English coflee-house, where he soon 
people.” The poor husband waa so con- became acquainted with some of his o^vn 
founded at the effrontery of his wife, and countrymen, who were at Paris on the same 
this cavalier declaration of the young man, footing with himself. The third evening after 
that liis faith began to waver: he distrusted his journey, he was engaged in a party of 
liis own conscious diffidence of temper, which, those young sparks, at the house of a noted 
that he might not expose, he expressed no traitdur, whose wife was remarkably hand- 
doubts of Peregrine’s veracity, but, asking some, and otherwise extremely well qualified 
pardon for the mistake he had committca, for alluring customers to her house. To 
retired. He was not yet satisfied with the this lady our young gentleman was introduced 
behaviour of his ingenious helpmate, but, on as a stranger fresh from England; and he 
the contrary, determined to inquire more mi- w’as charmed with her personal accomplish- 
nutely into the circumstances of this adven- ments, as well os with the freedom and 
t are, which turned out so little to his, satis- gaiety of her convei*sation. Her frank 
faction, ^at he ordered his ser\»ant to’ get deportment persuaded him that she was one 
every thing ready for his departure by break of those kind creatures who granted fovours 
of day; and when our adventurer rose ne^ to the best bidder; on tliis supposition he 
morning, he found that his fellow-traveUets began to be so importunate in his addresses, • 
wei*e gone above three hours, though they that the fair bourgeoise was compelled to 
had agreed to stay all the forenoon, with a cry aloud in defence of her own virtue, 
view of seeing the Prince of Conde’s palace, Her husband ran immediately to her assist- 

10 * 
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ance, and, finding her in a very alatmink 
situation, flew upon her ravisher with ^cn 
fury, that he was fain to quit his pTey, aud 
turn against llie exasperated traiteur, whom 
he punished without mercy for his impudent 
intrusion. The ladv, seeing her yoke-fellow 
treated with so little^respect, espoused his 
cause, and fixing her nails in his antagonist’s 
face, scarified ajU one side of his nose. The 
noise of this encounter brought all the ser- 
vants of the house to the rescue of their 
master, and Peregrine’s company opposing 
them, a general battle ensued, in which the 
French vrere totally routed, the wife insulted, 
and the husband kicked down stairs. 

The publican, enraged at the indignity 
which had been offered to him and his family, 
went out into the street, and implored the 
rotection of the giiet, or city-guard, which, 
aving heard his complaint, fixed their bayo- 
nets and surrounded the door, to the number 
of twelve or fourteen. The young gentle- 
men, flushed with their success, and consi- 
dering the soldiers as so many London 
watchmen, whom they had often put to 
flight, drew their swords, and sallied out, 
with Peregrine at their head. Whether the 
guard respected them as foreigners, or inex- 
perienced youths intoxicated with liquor,* 
they opened to right and left, and gave them 
room to pass without opposition. This 
complaisance, which was the effect of com- 
passion, being misinterpreted by the English 
leader»he, out of mere wantonness, attempted 
to trip up the heels of tlic soldier that stood 
next him, but failed in the execution, and 
received a blovr on his breast with the butt 
end of his fusil, that luadeT him stagger seve- 
ral paces backward. Incensed at this auda- 
cious a})plication, the whole company charged 
the detachment sword in hand, and, after 
an obstinate engagement, in which divers 
wounds were given and received, every soul 
of them was taken, and conveyed to the’ 
main-guard. The commanding officer, being 
made acquainted with tlic circumstances of 
the quarrel,, in consideration of their youth 
and national ferocity, for which the French 
make large allowances, set them all at liberty, 

. after having gently rebuked them for the 
irregularity and insolence of tlicir conduct : 
BO that all our hero acquired by his gallantry 
end courage, was a number of scandalous 
tnai^ks upon his visogc, that confined lum a 
whole week to his chamber. It was impos- 
’"eible to conceal this disaster from Mr Jolter, 
who ba obtained intelligence of tlie par- 
tietj^oriSv 4id not fail to remonstrate against 
tlie '^hncse of the adventure, which, he 
tnuilt have been fatal to them, had 
their* eaeVuies been other than Frenclimen, 
who, of ’all people under the sun, most rigor- 
ously obaiarve the laws of hospitality. 

As the goverhor’sjacquaintance lay chiefly 
among Irish "axid English priests, and a set 
of low people '^ho live by making the.mselves 


necessary' to strangers, either in teaching 
the French lan^a^^ or executing small 
commissions with v^ich they ore intrusted, 
he W'as not the most proper peison in the 
world for reflating the taste of a young 
gentleman vmo travelled for impiovement, 
m expectation of making a figure one day 
in his own country. Being conscious of 
his own incapacity, he contented himself 
with the office of a steward, and kept a 
faithful account of all the money that was 
disbursed in the course of their family ex- 
pense ; not but that he was acquainted with 
all the places which were vimted by strangers 
on their first anival at Paris ; and he knew 
to a Hard what was comfmonly given to the 
Swiss of each remarkable hotel ; though, 
with respect to the curious paintings and 
statuary that every where abound in that 
metropolis, he was more ignorant than the 
domestic that attends for u livre a day. 

In short, Mr Jolter could give a veiy 
good account of the stages on the road, and 
save the expense of Antonini’s detail of the 
curiosities in Paris ; he was a connoisseur 
in ordinaries, from twelve to five-and-thirty 
li\Tes, knew all the rates of a fiacre anil 
remise, could dispute with a taileur or a 
traiteur upon the articles of his bill, and 
scold the sen^aiits in tolerable French. But 
the laws, customs, and genius of the people, 
the characters of individuals, and scenes of 
polished life, were subjects which he had 
neither opportunities to observe, inclination 
to consider, nor discernment to distinguish. 
All his maxims were the suggestions ot 
pedantry and prejudice ; so that his percep- 
tion was obscured, his judgment biassed, 
his address awkward, and his conversation 
absurd and unentertaining ; yet, such as 1 
have represented this tutor, is the greatest 
part of those animals who lead raw boys 
about the world, under the denomination of 
travelling governors. Peregrine, therefore, 
being perfectly well acquainted with the 
extent of Mr Jolter’s abilities, never dreamed 
of consulting him in the disposition of his 
conduct, but parcellwl out his time according 
to the dictates of his own reflection, and the 
information and direction of his companions, 
who had lived longer in France, dnd consc- . 
quently were better acquainted with the 
pleasures of the place. 

As soon as ho was in a condition to 
appear a la Francoises he hired a genteel 
chariot by the month, made the tour of the 
Luxembourg gallery, Palais Royal, all the 
remarkable liotcls, churches, and celebmted 
places in Paris ; visited St Cloud, Marli, 
Versailles, Trianon, St Germaine, and 
FoUntainbleau ; cnioyed the opera, masque- 
.jades, Italiati and French comedy ; and 
seldom failed* of appearing in the public 
walke, in hopes of meeting with Mrs Horn- 
beck, or some adventure suited'to his roman- 
tic disposition. He never doubted that his' 
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person would attract the notice. of{ some 
distin^hed insmorata, and , was vain 
enou^' to believe that few female ^ Imarts 
were able to resist the artille^ of his accom- 
plishments, should he once nod an opportu- 
nity of planting it to advanta^. ' nO pre- 
sented himself, however, at all the spectacles 
for many weeks, without reaping the fhiits 
of his expectation; and began to entertain a 
very indifferent idea of the French discern- 
ment, which had overlooked him so long, 
when one day, in his way to the opera^ his 
chariot was stopped by an embarrass in the 
street, occasioned by* two peasants, who, 
having driven tlfeir carts against each other, 
quarrelled, and went to loggerheads on the 
spot. Such a rencounter is so uncommon 
in France, that the people shut up their 
shops, and from their windows threw cold 
water upon the combatants, with a view of 
putting an end to the battle, which was 
maintained with great fury and very little 
skill, until one of them receiving an acciden- 
tal tall, the other took the advantage of this 
misfortune, and fastening upon him as he 
lay, began to thump the pavement with his 
head. Our hero’s equipage being detained 
close by the field of this contention, Pipes 
could not bear to see the laws of boxing so 
scandalously transgressed, and, leaping ^om 
his station, pulled the offender from his 
antagonist, whom he raised up, and, in the 
English language, encouraged to a second 
essay, instructing him at the same time by 
clenching his fists according to art, and put- 
ting himself in a proper attitude. Thus 
‘confirmed, the enraged carman sprung upon 
his foe, and, in all appearance, would have 
effectually revenged the injury he had sus- 
tained, if he had not been ’"prevented by the 
interposition of a lacquey belonging to a 
nobleman, whose coach was obliged to halt 
in consequence of the dispute. This foot- 
man, who was distinguished by » caiio, 
descending from iiis post, without the least 
ceremony or expostulation, began to employ 
his weapon upon the head and shoulders of 
the peasant who lia^ been patronised by 
Pipes ; upon which Thomas resenting such 
ungenerous behaviour, bestowed such a 
stomacher upon the officious intemieddlor, 
as discomposed the whole economy of his 
entrails, and obliged him to discharge the 
inteijection ah! with demonstrations of 
great anguish and amazement. The other 
two footmen, who stood behind the coach, 
seeing their fellow-servant so insolently 
assaulted, flew to his assistance, and rained 
a most disagreeable shovirer upon the head 
of his aggressor, who had no means of 
diversion or defence. Peregrine, though he 
did not approve of Tom’s conduct, could 
not bear to see him so roughly handled^ 
especially as he thought his own h^our 
concerned in tlie fray, and therefore quitting 
his machine, came to the rescue of his ’ at- 


tendant, and charged his adversaries swoni 
in hand. Two of them ho sooner perceived , 
this reinforcement tlian they betook them- 
selves to flight ; and Pipes, having twisted 
the cane out of the hands of the third, 
belaboured him so unmercifully, that our 
hero thought proper td interpose his. autho- 
rity in his beh^f. The common people 
stood aghast at this unprecedented boldness 
of Pickle, who, understanding that the per- 
son whose servants he had disciplined was 
a general and nrince of the blood, went up to • 
the coach, and asked pardon forwhatheliad 
done, imputing his own behaviour to his 
ignorance of Uie other's quality. The old 
noblemen accepted of his apolo^ with great 
politeness, thanking him for the trouble he 
had taken to reform tlie manners of his do- 
mestics; and guessing from. our youth's 
appearance, that he was some stranger of 
condition, very courteously invited him into 
the coach, on the supposition that they were 
both going to the opera. Pickle gladly 
embraced this opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with a person of such rank, and, 
ordering bis own chariot to follow, accom- 
panied the count to his loge, where 
conversed with limi» during the whole enter- 
tainment. 

He soon perceived that Peregrine was not 
deficient in spirit or sense ; and seemed par- 
ticularly pleased with his engaging manner 
and easy deportment, qualifications for which 
the Eng]i8h,nation is by no means remarka- 
ble in fVatice, and therefore the more con- 
spicuous and agreeable in the character of 
our hero, whom the nobleman carried home 
that same evening*, and introduced to his la- 
dy, and several persons of fashion, who sup- 
ped at his house. Peregrine was quite capti- 
vated by their affable behaviour and the vi- 
vacity of their discourse ; and after having 
been honoured with particular marks of con- 
sideration, took his leave, fully determined 
to cultivate such a valuable acquaintance. 

His vanity suggested, that now the time 
was ,come when Tie should profit by his tal- 
ents among the fair sex, on whom he resolv- 
ed to employ his utmost, art and address. . 
With this viewJie assiduously engaged in all 
arties to whidihe had access by meads pf: 
is noble fliend, who let slip ho opportunity 
of gratifying his ambition. He, for some 
time, shared in all his amusements, and was 
entertained in many of the best families of 
France ; but he did not long enjoy that ele- 
vation of hope, which had flattered his im- 
agination. He soon perceived that it would 
be impossible to inaWain the honourable 
connexions ho had made, without engaging 
every day at quadrille, or, in other words, 
losing his money j for every person of rank, 
whether male or female, was a professed 
gamester, who knew and practised all the:, 
finesse of the art, of which he was entiyly 
ignorant^ Besides, he began to find himleif 
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a mere novice in French gallantry, which is their neighbours, and do justice to the con* 
supported by an amazing volubility of tcngue, atitotion wider which they live. . _ 

an obsequious and incredible attention to tri- A lady of diatinguiahed characteir having 
lies, a surprising facility of laughing out of been lampooned by aome obscure scribbler, 
pure complaisance, and a nothingness of con- who could not be discovered, the ministry, 
vcrsation, which he could never attain* In in consequence of her complaint, ordered no 
short, our hero, who? among his own coon- fewer than five-and-twenty abbds to be ap- 
trymcn, would have passed for a sprightly prehended and sent to the Bastile,' on the 
entertaining fellow, was considered, in the ma:cim of Herod, when he commanded the 
brilliant assemblies of France, as a youth of innocents to be murdered, hoping that the 
a very phlegmatic disposition. No wonder, principal object of his, cruelty would not es- 
then, that his pride was mortified at his own cape in the general calamity ; and the friends 
want of importance, which he did not fail to of those unhappy prisoners durst not even 
ascribe to their defect in point of judgment complain of the unjust persecution, butshnig- 
nnd taste ; be conceived a disgust at the mer- ged up their shoulders, and, in' silence, de- 
cenary conduct, as well as the shallow Intel- plored their misfortune, uncertain wliether or. 
lects of the ladies ; and, after he Kad spent not they should ever set eyes on them again, 
some months, and a round sum of money, in About the same time a gentleman of to- 
fruitless attendance and addresses, he fairly ily, who had been oppressed by a certain 
quitted the pursuit, and consoled himself powerful duke that lived in the neighbour- 
with the conversation of a merry Jille dejoie, hood, found means to be introduced to the ^ 
whose good graces acquired by an allow- kingi who receiving his petition very gra- 
ance of twenty loiiis per month. That he ciously, asked in what regiment he served ; 
miglit the more easily i^brd this expense, he and, when the memorialist answered, that he 
dismissed his chariot and French lacquey at had not the honour of being in the service, 
the same time. returned the paper unopened, and refused to 

He then entered himself in a noted acade- hear one circumstance of his complaint ; so 
niy, in order to finish his exercises, and con- that, far from being redressed, he remained 
traded an acquaintance with a few sensible more than ever exposed to the tyranny of his 
people, whom he distinguished at the coffee- oppressor. Nay, so notorious is the discour- 
Iiouse and ordinary to which he resorted, and agement of all those who presume to live in- 
who contributed not a little to the improve- dependent of court favour and connexions, 
luent of his knowledge and taste ; for, Vreju- that one of the gentlemen, whose friendship 
dice apart, it must be owned J:hat France Peregrine cultivated, frankly owned he was 
abounds with men of coasummatb honour, in possession of a most romanjferc place in one 
profound sagacity, and the most liberal cduca- of the provinces, and deeply enamoured of 
lion. From the conversation of such, he ob- a country lilii ; and yet ho durst not reside 
tained a distinct idea of* their governnient upon his own estate, lest, by slackening in 
and constitution ; and though he could not his attendance upon the great, who honour- 
help admiring the excellent order and econ- ed him with their protection, he should fall a 
omy of their police, the result of all his in- prey to some rapacious intendant. 
quiries was self-congratulation on his title to As for the common people, they are so 
the jjrivileges of a British subject. Indeed much inured to the scourge and insolence of 
this invaluable birtliright wa.s rendered con- power,^ that every shabby subaltern, every 
spicuous by such flagrant occurrences, which beggarly cadet of the noblesse, every low re- 
fell every day almost under his observation, tainer to the court, insults and injures them 
that nothing but the grossest prejudice could with impunity, A certain ecuyer, or horse 
dispute its existence. dealer, belonging to Idie king, being one day 

under the hands of a barber, who happened 
to cut the head of a pimple on ills face, he 
CHAPTERfi^- started up, and drawing his sword, wound^ 

him desperately in the shoulder. The poor 
Acquires a distinct idea of the French go- tradesman, hurt as he was, made an eflbrt 
vemment— quarrels with <z mousquetairef to retire, and was followed by this barbarous 
. whotn he afterwards fights and vanquish^ assassin, who, not contented with the ven- 
a^r having punished him for inter- geance he had taken, plunged his sword a 
. ^ amorous recreations, second time into his body, and killed him 6u 

. . ; > the spot. Having performed tliis inhuman 

, numj other instances of the some exploit, he dressed himself with great delib- 

.mfiUifiei I heltevc it will not be amiss to ex- eration, and„ going to Versailles, immediate- 
of their administration, ly obtained a pardon for v/hat he had done ; 
which happei^ed: during his abode at Paris, triumphing in his brutality with such inso- 
that thGS€i.who,1mv0 not the opportunity of ob- lence, that the very next time he had occa- 
. serving for thifitns^yes, or ore in danger of sion to be shaved, to sat with bis sword ready 
being ififltohefed .Jiy may drawn, in order to repeat the murder, dn case 

coAipard tfteir own condition witii that of the barber should commit the same mis- 
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take. Tet so tamed are those petiole appointment; For he was. an utter stranger 
to subjection, that when Pere^ihe mention-^- to&arand^dence .on those .occi^sionst and 
ed tbibassassinatic^ntohisowntriaiiner^with had set his heart' upon chastisibg the inso^ 
expressions of horror and detestation, lAe ip- lence of this bully, who had treated him with 
fatuated wretch replied, that without all doojbt such disrespect.. 

it was a raisibrtune, but it proceeded From This adventure was pot so private hut that 
the ^ntleman's passion ; and observed, by it reached the ears of Mr Jolter, by tiie ca-. 
way of encomium on the government, that nal of some English gentlemen who were / 
such vivacity is never punished in France. present when it happened ; and the govempr, 

; A few days after this outrage was commit* who entertained a most dreadful idea of the 
-ted, our youth, who was a professed enemy mousquetaires, being alarmed at jl quarrel, 
to all oppression, being in one of the lirst the consequence of which might prove fi^al ' 
lo^s at the comedy, was eye-witness of an to his charge, waited on the British ambas- 
adventure, which tilled him with indignation, sador, and begged he would take Peregrine 
A tall ferocious follow in the parterre, with- under his immediate protection. His ex- 
out the least 'pi^ovocation, but prompted by cellency having heard the circumstances of 
the mere wantdnness of pride, took hold of the dispute, sent one of his gentlemen to in- 
the hat of a very decent young' man, who vite the youth to dinner; and, after having 
happened to stand before him, and twirled it assured him that he might depend upon his 
round upon his head. The party thus of- countenance and regard, represented the 
fended turned to the aggressor, and civilly rashness and impetuosity of his conduct so ^ 
asked the reason of such treatment, but he much to his conviction, that he promised to ^ 
reemij^d no answer; and when he looked the act more circumspectly for the future, and 
oth^ way, the insult was repeated ; upon drop all thoughts of the mousquetaire from 
which he expressed his resentment as became that moment. 

a man of spirit, and desired the offender to A few days after he had taken this lauda-. 
walk out with him. No sooner did he thus hie resolution. Pipes, who had carried a bfl- 
signiiy his intention, than his adversary, let to his mistress, informed him that he had 
swelling with rage, cocked his hat fiercely m perceived a laced hat lying upon a marble 
his face, and fixing his hands in his sides, slab in her apartment ; and that, when she 
pronounced, with the most imperious tone, came out of hor own chamber, to receive 
— ** Hark ye, Mr Round Periwig, you must the letter, she appeared in manifest disorder, 
know that 1 am a mousquetaire.” Scarce From these hints of intelligence, our young 

had this awful word escaped from his lips, gentleman stispected, or rather made rio 
when the blood forsook the lips of the poor doubt of her infidelity; and, being by tliis 
challenger, who, with the most abjeU sub- time well nigh cloyed with possession, was 
mission, he^ed pardon for his presumption, not sorry to find thq;t she had given him cause 
and with difficulty obtained it, on condition to renounce her correspondence. That he 
that he should immediately quit the place, might therefore detect her in the very breach 
Having thus exercised his authority, he turn- of duty, and, at the same time, punish the 
ed to one of his companions, and, with an air ^lant who had the presumption to invade 
of disdainful ridicule, told him he was like his territories, he concerted virith himself a 
to have had an affair with a burgeois ; add- plan, which was executed in this man- . 
ing,by way of heightening the irony, “lEgad, ner. — ^During his next interview with his 
I believe he’s a physician.” Dulcinea, far fh>m discovering the least 

Our hero was so much shocked and irri- sign of jealousy or discontent, he aftbet- 
tated at this licentious behaviour, that he ea the appearance of extraordinary fond- 
could not suppress his resentment, which he ness; and, after having spent the after- 
manifosted by saying to this Hector, — **Sir, noon with the show of uncommon satiefoc- . 
a physician may be a man of honour.” To tion, told her he^as engaged in a party for . 
tliis remonstrance, which was delivered with Fountainbleau, wouM set out from Pans" 
a very significant countenance, the mousque- that same evening; so , that he should not 
taire made no other reply, but that of echo- have the pleasure of seeing her again for 
ing his assertion with a loud laugh, in which some days.' 

' he was joined by his confederates. Pere- The lady, who was very well versed jn 
grine, glowing with resentment, called him the arts of her occupation, pretended, to re- 
a Janfaront and withdrew in expectation of ceive this piece of news with great affliction, 
being followed into the street. The other and conjured lum, with such marks of real 
iinderstodd the hint, and a rencounter must tenderness,, to return as soon as possible to 
have ensue^, had not the 'officer of the guard, her longing arms, that he went away almost - 
who overheard what passed, prevented their convinced of her sincerity. Determined, 
meeting by putting the mousquetaire imme- however, to prosecute his scheme, he actu- 
diately under a^st. Our young gentleman ally departed from Paris with two or three, 
waited at the door of the parterre, until he gentlemen of his acquaintance, who had 
was informed of thia interposition, and then hired a remise for a jaunt to Versailles ; and, 
went home very much chagrined at his dis- having accompanied them as far as the village 
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of Passe, returned in the dusk of the evening 
on foot. 

He waited patiently till midhight, and then 
arming himself with a case of jmeket pistols, 
and attended by trusty Tom, with acu^l in 
his hand, repaired to^the lo^ngs of his sus* 
pected inamorata. Having given Pipes his 
cue, he knocked gently at the door, which 
was no sooner opened oy the lacquey, than 
he bolted in, before the fellow could recollect 
himself from the confusion occasioned by his 
unexpected appearance ; and, leaving Tom to 
guard the door, ordered the trembling valet to 
light him up stairs into his lady's apartment. 
The first object that presented itself to his 
view, when he entered the anti-chamber, was 
a sword upon the table, which he immediately 
seized, exclaiming in a loud and menacing 
voice, that his mistress was false, and then in 
bed with another gallant, whom he would in- 
stantly put to death. This declaration, con- 
firmed with many terrible oaths, he calculated 
for the hearing of his rival, who, understanding 
his sanguinary purpose, started up in great 
trepidation, and, naked as ho was, dropped 
from the balcony into the street, while Pere- 
grine thundered at the door for admittance ; 
and guessing his design, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of making this precipitate retreat. 
Pipes, who stood centinel at the door, ob- 
serving the fugitive descend, attacked him { 
with his cudgel, and sweating him from one 
end of the street to the other, at last com- 
mitted him to the guet, by whom ho was con- 
veyed to officer on duty, in a most dis- 
graceful and deplorable condition. 

Meanwhile, PereCTine^having burst open 
the chamber door, found the lady in the ut- 
most dread and consternation, and the spoils 
of her favourite scattered about the room ; 
but his resentment was doubly gratified, when 
be learnt, upon inquiry, that the person who 
had been so disa^eeably interrupted, was 
no other than that individual mousquetaire, 
with whom he had quarrelled at the come- 
dy. He upbraided the nymph with her per- 
fidy and ingratitude, and, telling her that she 
must not expect the continuance of his re- 
gard, or the appointments which she had 
hitherto enjoyed from his bounty, went home 
to his own lodgings, oveijoyed at the issue 
of the adventure. 

The soldier, exasperated at the disgrace 
be had undergone, as well as at the outra- 
geous insult of the English valet, whom he 
believed ^ master had tutored for the pur- 
pose, *Booner eAtricated himself from the 
oppxofnioiis situh.ion be had incurred, thart, 
breathing vengeance against the author of 
the affiroDC, be came to Peregrine’s apartment, 
anf eatisfiiction upon the ramparts 

next Horning beibre sun-rise. Our hero as- 
sured iiim be 'would not fail to pay his re- 
spects to him at the time and place appointed; 
land, foreseeing that ha might be prevented 
Jfrom keeping fSis erigagement by the officious 


care of his governor, who saw the mousque- 
taire come lui he told Mr Jolter that the 
Frenchman visited him in consequence 
of an order he had received from his supe- 
riors, to make an apology for his rude beha- 
viour to him in the playhouse, and that they 
had parted good friends. This assurance, 
together with Pickle's very tranquil and un- 
concerned behaviour through the day, quiet- 
ed the terrors which had begun to take pos- 
session of his tutor’s imagination; so that 
the youth had an opportumty of giving him 
the slip at night, when he betook himself to 
the lodgings of a friend, whom he engaged 
as his second, and with whom he immediately 
took the field, in order to avoid the search 
which Jolter, upon missing him, might set on 
foot. 

This was a necessary precaution ; for, as 
he did not appear at supper, and Pipes, who 
usually attended him in his excursions, could 
give no account of his motions, the governor 
was dreadfully alarmed at his absenc4ktnd 
ordered his man to run in quest of his master 
to all the places which he used to frequent, 
while he himself went to the comniissaire, 
and, communicating his suspicions, was ac- 
commodated with a party of the horse guards, 
who patroled round all the environs of the 
city, with a view of preventing the rencoun- 
ter. Pipes might have directed tliem to the 
lady, by whose infonnation they could have 
learnt the name and lodging of the mousque- 
taire, and, if he had been apprehended, the 
duel wquld not have happened ; but he did 
not chuse run the risk of disobliging his 
master, by intermeddling in the o&r, and 
was moreover very desirous that the French- 
man should be humbled ; for he never doubt- 
ed that Peregrine was more than a match 
for any two men in France. In this confi- 
dence, therefore, he sought his master wiUi 
great ^diligence, not with a view of disap- 
pointing his intention, but in order to attend 
him to the battle, that be might stand by him 
and sec justice done. 

While this inquiry was carried on, our 
hero and his companton concealed themselves 
among some weeds that grew on the edge 
of the parapet, a few yards from the spot 
where he had agreed to meet the mousque- 
taire ; and scarce bad the morning rendered 
objects distinguishable, when they perceived 
their men advancing boldly to the place. 
Peregrine, seeing them approach, sprung 
forward to the ground, that he might have 
the glory of anticipating his antagonist; and,- 
swords being drawn, all four were engaged 
in a twinkling. Pickle’s eagerness had well 
nigh cost him his life ; for, without minding 
his footing, he flew directly to his opposite, 
and stumUing over a stone, was wounded on 
one side of his head, before he could recover 
his attitude. Far ^om being dispirited at 
this check, it served only to animate him the 
more ; being endowed with uncommon agil- 
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ity, he retrieved his posture in a momenit, To tiiis declaration Picklo made answer, 
and, haying parried a aecond thrust, return^ that Mr Jolter, by . this time, ought to be 
the longe v^ith such incredible spi^t that convinced of the attention he had always 
the soldier had nol time to resume his guard, paid to his ease and satisftctioh ; since he 
but was immediately run through the bend well knew,, that he had ever looked u^u 
of hia,nght arm, and the sword dropping out him in the light of a friend, . rather than os a 
of his hand, our herh^s rictory was compete, counsellor pr tutor, an^ desired his company 
Having dispatched his own business, and' in France, with a view of promoting his ,in'- 
received the acknowledgment of bis adver-. tcrest,not for any emolument he could expebt ; 
sary, who, with a look of infinite mortifica^ from his instruction. This being the case, 
tion, observed, that his was the fortune of he was at liberty to consult his own inclina- 
ihe day, he ran to part the seconds, just as tions, with regard to going or staying; though 
the weapon was twisted out of his compan- he could not help owning himself obliged by . 
ion’s hand ; upo^ which he took his place, the concern he expressed for his safety, and 
and, in all likelihood, an obstinate dispute would endeavour, for his own sake, to avoid' 
would have ensued, had they not been inter* giving him any cause of disturbance in time 
nipted by the guard, at sight of whom the to come. 

two Frenchmen scampered off. Our young No man was more capable of moralizing 
gentleman and his friend allowed themselves upon Peregrine’s misconduct than himself; 
to be taken prisoners by the detachment, his reflections were extremely just and saga- 
which had been sent out for that purpose, cious, and attended with no other disadvan* 
and were carried before the magistrate, who, tage but that of occurring too late. He 
having sharply reprimanded them for pre* projected a thousand salutary schemes of 
Sliming to act in contempt of the laws, set deportment, but, like other projectors, ho 
them at liberty, in consideration of their never had interest enough with the ministry 
being strangers, cautioning them, at the same of his passions to bring any one of them to 
time, to beware of such exploits for the bear. He had, in the heyday of his gallantry, 
future. received a letter from his friend Gauntlet, 

When Peregrine returned to his own lodg- with a kind postscript from his charming 
ings. Pipes, seeing the blood trickling down Emilia: but it arrived at a very unseasonable 
upon his master’s nock*cloth and solitaire, juncture, when his imagination was engross- 
gavc evident tokens of surprise and concern, ed by conquests that more agreeably flatter- 
not for the consequences of the wound, which ed his ambition ; so that he could not And 
he did not suppose dangerous, but for the leisure and inclination, from that day, to ho. 
glory of Old England, which he was aflraid nour the correspondence which he himself 
iiad suffered in the engagement ; for he could had solicited. His vanity bad by this time 
not help saying, witli an air of chagrin, as disapproved of the^engagement he had con- 
lie followed the youth into his chamber, tracted in the rawness and inexperience of 
** I dp suppose as how you gave that lubberly youth; suggesting, that he was born to make 
Frcacliman as good as he brought.” such an important figure in life os ought to 

raise his ideas above the consideration of 
any such middling connexions, and fix his 
CHAPTER XLT. attention upon objects of the most sublime 

• attraction. These dictates of ridiculous pride 
Mr Jolter threatens to leave him on ac- had almost effaced the remembrance of his 
count of his misconducU which he pro- amiable mistress, or at least, so far warped 
mises to rectify — but his resolution is his morals and integrity, that he actually 
defeated by the impetuosity of Im pas- began to conceive hopes of her altogether 
sions — he meets accidentally with Mrs unworthy of his own character and her de* 
Hornbeck^ who elopes with him from her serts. 

husband, hut is restored by the inter- Meanwhile, being destitute of a toy for the 

position of the British ambassador, dalliance of his idle hours, he emptoyod sev- 
eral spies, and almost every day made a tour 
Though Mr Jolter was e.xtrcmely well of the public places in person, with a view 
pleased at the safety of his pupil, he could of procuring intelligence of Mr Hombeck, 
not forgive him for the terror and anxiety he with whose wife he longed to have another 
had undergone on his account ; and roundly interview. In this course of expectation had 
told him, that, notwithstanding the inclination he exercised himself a whole fortnight, when , 
and attachment he bad to his jperson, he chancing to be at the hospital of invalids, 
would immediately depart for England, if with a gentleman lately arrived from Eng- 
ever he should hear of his being involved in land, he no sooner entered the church, than 
such another adventure; for it could not be be perceived this lady, attended by her spouse, ^ 
exj^ted that he would sacrifice his own who, at the sight of our hero, cnanged coU 
quiet to an unrequited regmrd for one^ who our, an^ looked another way, in order to dis- 
seemed determined to keep him in contused cc^rsige any communication between them.' 
uneasiness knd apprehension. But the young man, who was not so easily 
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repuised, advanced with ^at assurance to. 
hifi fellow-traveller, and^ ,the 

hand, expressed his satis6ieH8n> at this un- 
expected meeting, kindly ujAraidii^ him for 
his precipitate retreat from Chantilly. Be- 
fore Plombeck cou(j^ make any reply, he 
went up to his wiife, whom he complimented 
in the same maimer, assuring her, with some 
significant glances, he was extremely morti- 
fied that she had put it out of his power to 
pay his respects to her on his first arrival at 
Paris ; and then, turning to her husband, who 
thought proper to keep close to him in this 
conference, begged to know where he could 
have the honour of waiting upon him ; ob- 
serving, at the same time, that he himself 
lived a V Academic de Palf renter, 

Mr Hornbeck, without making any apolo^ 
for his elopement on the road, thanked Mr 
Pickle, for his complaisance in a very cool 
und disobliging manner, saying, that as he 
intended to shift his lodging in a day or two, 
iie could not expect the pleasure of seeing 
him until he should be settled, when he would 
call at the academy, and conduct him to his 
i^ew habitation. 

Pickle, who was not unacquainted with the 
gentiineiits of this jealous gentleman, did not 
put much confidence in his promise, and 
therefore made divers efforts to enjoy a little 
private conversation with his wife ; hut he 
was baffled in all his attempts by the inde- 
fatigable vigilance of her keeper, and . reaped 
no other immediate pleasure ftom this acci- 
dental meeting than that of a kind squeeze 
while he handed her into the coach. How- 
ever, os he had been witness to some instan- 
ces of her invention, aiuf was no stranger to 
the favourable disposition of her heart, he 
entertaine<j[ some faint hopes of profiting by 
' her understanding, and was hot deceived in 
his expectations; for, the very next aRer- 
noon, a Savoyard called at the acadenn^, and 
put the following billet into his hand. 

“Coind sur, heaving the play sure of meat- 
ing with you at the o&pital of anvilheads, I 
take this lubbertea of latin you know, that I 
latch at the hottail de May cong dangle rouy 
Doghouseten, with two postis at the gait, nay- 
their of hm very hole, ware I shall be at the 
windorc, if in kais you will bd so good as to 
pass tliat way at sicks a cloak in the heaven- 
mg, when Mr Hornbeck goes to the Calf hay 
de Contea. Pjrey for the loaf of Geesus keep 
. Uiis the nolegs of my hussban, ells he 
' WiP m^e.me leed a hell upon urth. Being all 
8ur> your most umbell servan wile 
Deborah Hornbeck.”. 

Our young gentlcmau was ravished at the 
l^cet^oftbts elegant epiistlo, which was di- 
rect® A ^pnfir Mon^r Pickellt a la Gad- 
damitt. d(^‘^JPml,Fremf, aud did not fail to 
obey the^aommon^'.at the hour of assigna- 
tion ; wh^ the Iddy, true to her appointment, 
beckoned him „up and he had the good 
fortune to h$ admitted unseen. 


. After the first transports of their mutual 
joy fU; meeting, she told him that her hus- 
band had beeh.ye]^ surly and cross ives since 
the adventure at ChaintiJly, which hehad not 
yet digested ; that he had laid severe injuhe- < 
tions upon her to avoid all commerce \vith 
Pickle, and even threatened to shut her up in 
a convent for life, if ever she shotild discover 
the least inclination to renew that , acquaint- 
ance; that she had been cooped up in hei 
chamber since her arrival at Paris, .without 
being permitted to see the place, or indeed 
any company, except that of her landlady, 
whose language she did no^ understand ; so 
that her spirit being broke, and her health 
impaired, he was prevailed upon, some days 
ago, to indulge* her in a few airings, during 
which she had seen the gardens of the Lux- 
embourg, the Thuillericsy^and Palais Royal, 
though at those times When there wps no 
company in the walks ; and that it was in one 
of those excursions she had the happiness of 
meeting with him. Filially, she gave him to 
understand, that, rather than continue longer 
under such confinement, with the man whom 
she could not love, she would instantly give 
him the slip, and put herself under the pro- 
tection of her lover. 

Rash and unthinking as this declaration 
might be, the young gentleman was so much 
of a gallant, that he would not baulk the lady’s 
inclinations, and too infatuated by his pas- 
sion to foresee the consequences of such a 
dangerous step. He therefore, without hes- 
itation, embraced the proposal ; and the coast 
being clear, they sallied into the street, where 
Peregrine called a fiacre, and ordered the 
coachman to drive them to a tavern : but, 
knowing it would not be in his power to con- 
ceal her from the search of the lieutenant dc 
police, if she should remain within t{ie walls 
of Paris, be hired a remise, and carried her 
that same evening to Villejuif, about four 
leagues from town, where he staid with her 
all night; and, having boarded her on a gen- 
teel pension, and settled the economy of his 
future visits, returned next day to his own 
lodgings. • 

While he thus enjoyed liia success, her 
husband endured the tortures of the damned^ 
When he returned from the cofleehouse, and 
understood that his wife had eloped, without 
being perceived by any person in the family, 
he be^n to rave and. foam with rage and 
jealousy, and in the fury of distraction ac- 
cused the landlady of being an accomplice in 
her escape, threatening to complain of her 
to the comraissaire. The woman could not 
conceive how Mrs Hornbeck, who shelmew 
was on utter stranger to the French lan- 
guage, and kef>t no sort of company, could 
elude the caution of her husband, and find 
any refhge in a place where she h® no ac- 
quainjUitice ; began to suspect the lodg- 
er’s emotion was no other than pA' atfected 
passion tQ conceal his own . practices upon 
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his wife, who had perh^s feHen a st^rificc British amhamdor, who^ by dint oif friendly 
to Ins jealous disposition. She therefore admonitions, Would certainly.^ prevail upon 
spared him the troumeof putting biii mehaces Mr Pickle - ta^ do him all Justice in his 
into execution, by going to the magistrate power, if he was really the author of in*, 
without any fe^er deliberation,' ana giving jury he had sustained. The governor Uiged 
an account of what she knew concerning this thid advice with liie appearance of so much 
mysterious affair, with certain insinuations sympathy and concern, promising to cp-ope« 
a^inst Mr Hombeck’s character, which she rate with all his influence in his bcJmlf, tliat 
represented as peevish and capricious to. the Hombeck embraced the proposal, communi- 
last deme. cated Ms purpose to the magistrate, who 

Whim she thus anticipated the purpose, of commended the resolution as the most decent.' 
the plaintiff, her information was interrupted and desirable expedient he could use, and 
by the arrival of the party himself, who exhibit- then waited upon his excellency, who readily 
ed his complaint with such evident marks of espoused his cause, and sending for the 
•perturbation, .anger, and impatience, that the young gentleman that same evening, read 
commissairc could easily perceive that he had him such a lecture in private, as extorted a 
no share in the disappearance of Ms wife;, and confession of the whole affair. Not that he 
directed them to the lieutenant de police, assailed him with sour and supercilious 
whose province it is to take cognizance of maxims, or severe rebuke, because he had 
such occurrences. This gentleman, who pre- penetration enough to discern that Pere- 
sides over the city of Paris, having heard the grine^s disposition was impregnable to all 
particulars of Hornbeck^s misfortune, asked such attacks ; but he first of ml rallied him 
if he suspected any individual person as the upon his intriguing genius, t}ien,'in a humor- , 
sedpeer of his yoke-fellow, and, when he ous manner, described the distraction of the 
mentioned Peregrine as the object of his sus- poor cuckold, who, he owned, was justly ' 
picion, granted a warrant, and a detachment punished for the absurdity of his conduct; 
of soldiers, to search for and retrieve the fu- and, lastly, upon the supposition tliatit would 
gitive. be no great effort in Picxle to part with such 

The husband conducted thorn immediately a. conipjest, especially after it had been for 
to the academy whore our hero lodged, and 'some time possessed. He represented the 
having rummaged the whole place, to the as- necessity and expediency of restoring her, 
tonishment of Mr Joltcr, without finding not only out of regard to his own character, 
either his wife or the supposed ravishcr, ac- and that of his nation, but also witK a view 
companied them to all the public houses in the to^his case, * which would in a little time be 
fauxbouTg; which having examined also, with- very much invaded by such an incumbrance, 
out success, he returned to the magistrate in that in all probability would involve him in 
a state of despair, and obtained a promise of a thousand difliciilties and disgusts. Be- 
his making such an effectual inquiry, that, in sides, he assured him, that he was already, 
three days he should have an account of her, by order of the lieutenant de police, surround- 
provided she was alive, and within the walls ed with spies, who would watch all his 
of Paris. motions, and immediately discover the re- 

Our adventurer, who had foreseen all this treat in which he hod disposed of his prize, 
disturbance, was not at all surprised^ when These arguments, and the ftank familiar 
his governor told him what happened,, manner in which they were delivered, but, 
and conjured him to restore the woman to above all, the last consideration, induced 
the right owner, with many pathetic remon- the young gentleman to disclose the whole^ 
strances touching the heinous sin of ndultcr 3 % of his proceedings to the ambassador, and 
the distraction of the fmfortunatc husband, promises to be governed by his direction, 
and the danger of incurring the resentment provided the lady should not suffer, for the 
cf an arbitrary government, which, upon ap step she had taken, but be received by her 
plication being made, would not fail of cs. husband with due reverence and respect, 
pousiiig the cause of the injured. He denied. These stipulations being agreed to, he un- 
with great effrontery, that he had the least derlook to produce her in eight-and-forty 
concern in. the matter, pretended to regi'et hours; and taking coach, immediately drove 
the deportment of Hornbeck, whom he threat- to the place of her residence, where he spent 
ened to chastise for his scandalous suspicion, a whole day and a night in convincing her 
and expressed his displeasure at the credulity of the impossibility of their enjoying each 
of Jolter, who seemed to doubt the veracity other in that ananner. Then, returning to 
of his asseveration. Paris, he delivered her into the hands of the 

Notwithstanding this confident behaviour, ambassador, who, having assured her that 
. Jolter conld not help. entertaining ddubts of she might depend upon his friendship and 
his sincerity ; and, visiting the disconsolate protection, in case she should find herself 
swain, begged he would, for the honour of agigrieved by Iho jealous temper of Mr Hom- 
his country* 0* well as for the sake of his heck, restored her to her legitimate lord, 
own reputation, discontinue his addressee to whom he coimselled to exempt her from that 
the lieutenant de police, and apply to the 1 restraint which in all probability had be^ 
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the cause of her elopement, and endeavour for the same journey and, in order to refresh 
to conciliate her auction ^ tender and his memory, made a second circuit round 
respectful usage. ^ all the places in that capital, where any 

The husband behaved with great humility curious production of art is to be seen. In 
and compliance, protesting uiat his chief the course of this second exomihatipn, he 
study should be to (;ontrive parties for her chanced to enter the Palais Royal, just as 
pleasure and satisf^tion. But no sooner two gentlemen alighted from a fiacre at the 
did he reran possession of his stray sheep, gate ; and all three being admitted at the 
than he locked her , up more closely than same time, he soon perceived that the stran- 
cver; and, after having revolved various gers were of his own, country. One pf 
schemes for her reformation, determined them was a young man in whose air and 
to board her in a convent, under the inspec- countenance appeared all the Uncouth gra- 
tion of a prudent abbess, who should super- vity and supercilious self-conceit of a physi- 
intend her morals, and recal her to the paths cian piping hot from his studies ; while the 
of virtue, which she had forsaken. With other, to whom his companion, spoke by the 
this view he consulted an English priest of appellation of Mr Pallet, displayed at first 
his acquaintance, who advised him to settle sight a strange composition of levity and 
her in a monastery at Lisle, that she might assurance. Indeed their characters, dress, 
be as far as possible from the machinations and address, were strong] v contrasted.: the 
of her lover ; and gave him a letter of recom- doctor wore a suit of black, and a huge tie- 
mendationtothesuperior of a certain convent wig, neither suitable to his own age, nor 
in that place, for which Mr Hornbeck set the fashion of the country where he then 
out in a few days with his troublesome charge, lived ; whereas the other, though seemingly 

turned of fifty, strutted in a gav summer 
dress of the Parisian cut, with a Wg to liis 
CHAPTER XLII. own grey hair, and a red feather in his hat, 

which he carried undeh: his arm. As these 
Peregrine resolves to return to England — figures seemed to promise something enter- 
ic diverted with the odd characters of two taining, Pickle entered into conversation 
of his countrymen^ with whom he con* with them immediately, and soon discovered 
tracts an acquaintance in the apartments that the old gentleman was a painter from 
of the Palais Royal. London, who had stole a fortnight from his 

occupation, in order to visit the remarkable 
In the mean time, our hero received a letter paintings of France and Flanders ; and that 
from his aunt, importing that the commodore the doctor had taken the opportunity of 
was in a very declining way, and longed accompanying him in his tour. Being ex- 
much to see him at the gigrison ; and, at the tremoly talkative, ho not only communicated 
same time, he heard from his sister, who these particulars to our hero in a very few 
gave him to understand, that the young minutes after their meeting, but also took 
gentleman who had for some time made his occasion to whisper in his ear, that his fel- 
addresses to her, was become very pressing low-traveller was a man of vast learning, 
in his solicitations ; so that she wanted to and, beyond all doubt, the greatest poet m 
know in what manner she should answer the age. As for himself, he was under no 
his repeated entreaties. These two consi- necessity of making his own eulogium ; for 
derations determined the young gentleman to he soon gave such specimens of his taste 
return to his native country, a resolution and talents, as left Pickle no room to doubt 
that was fiir from being disagreeable to Jolter, of his capacity. 

who knew that the incumbent on a living While they stood Considering the pictures 
whic h was in the giflofTrunnlon was extreme- in one of the first apartments, which are by 
ly old, and that it would be his interest to be no means the most masterly compositions, 
uponthe spot at the said incumbent’s decease, the Swiss, who sets up for a connoisseur. 
Peregrine, who had resided about fifteen looking at a certain piece, pronounced the 
months in IjVance, thought he was now suffi- word ma^nifique ! with a note of admiration ; 
ciently qualified for eclipsing most of his con- upon which Mr Pallet, who was not at all a 
temporrpies in England, and therefore prepar- critic in the French language, replied with 
I'd i departure with infinite alacrity, be- great vivacity, “ Manufac^ you mean, and 
inflamed with the most ardent a very indifibrent piece of manu&cture it is ; 
revisitinghisfriendsi and renewing pray, gentlemen, take notice, there is no 
bis .connexions, particularly with Emilia, keeping in those heads upon the back 
. wbu^ by this time, tliought he was ground, nor no relief in the principal figure ; 

■' able io redtton on hi^ own terms. 9ien you’ll observe the shadings are harsh 

As he pri^sed to niake the tour of Flan- to the ladt degree; and*-H;ome a little clo^r 
ders attdBplland , in his return to England, this way-^on’t you perceive that the fore- 
lie resolved' to jstay at Paris a week or two short^img of that arm is monstrous-o^rad, 
after his affairs were settled, in hope of Sir, there is an: absolute ftuctuTe in the limb 
finji^g some agipcable companion disposed —doctor, yoh understand anatpmy ;* don’t 
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you think th&t muscle evidently misplac- 
ed? Hark ye, Mr What d*ye call, um 
(turning to the attendant), what is the name 
of the! dauber w;ho painted that misora'ble 
eiformance?” The Swiss, imagining that 
e was all this time expressing ms sati'siho- 
tion, sanctioned his supposed commendation, 
^ exclaiming sans prix. “Right,” cried 
Pallet, “ I could not recollect his name, 
though his manner is cjuite familiar to me^ 
Wp nave a few pieces in England done by 
that same Sangpree ; but there' they are in 
no estimation; we have more taste among us 
than to relish (he productions of such a 
miserable gout.' A’n't he an ignorant cox- 
comb, doctor?” The physician, ashamed of 
bis cempanion’s blunder, thought it was ne- 
cessary, for the honour of his own character, 
to take notice of it before the stranger, and 
therefore answered bis question, by repeat- 
ing this line from Horace, — 

MuUto nomine, de te fiibula narratur. 

The painter, who was rather mote igno- 
rant of Latin than of French, taking it for 
granted that this quotation of his friend con- 
veyed an assent to his opinion, “ Very true,” 
said he ''potato damine date , — this piece is 
not worth a single potato.” Peregrine 
was astonished at this surprising perversion 
of the words and meaning of a Latin line, 
which, at first, he could not help thinking 
was a premeditated joke : but upon second 
thoughts, he saw no reason to doubt that it 
was the extemporaneous effect of sheer pert- 
nesB and ignorance, at which he broke out 
into an immoderate fit of laughter. * Tdllet, 
believing that the gentleman’s mirth was oc- 
casioned by his arch animadversion upon the 
works of Sangpree, underwent the same 
emotion in a much louder strain, and endea- 
voured to heighten the jest by more observa- 
tions of the same nature ; wnile the doctor, 
confounded at his impudence and ant of 
knowledge, reprimanded him in these words 
of Homer : — 

Siga me tis alios Acliaion teuton akouac muihon. 

This rebuke, the reader will easily per- 
ceive, was not calculated for the meiidion 
of his friend’s intellects, but uttered with a 
view of raising his own character in the 
opinion of Mr Pickle, who retorted this pa- 
rade of learning in three verftes from the 
same author, being part of the speech of Po- 
lydamas to Hector, importing that it is im- 
possible for one man to excel in everything. 
The self-sufficient physician, who did not ex- j 
pcct such a repartee from a youth of Pere- 
grine’s appearance, looked upon his reply 
as a fair challenge, and instantly rehearsed 
forty or fifty lines, of the Iliad m a breath. 
Observing that the atrauger made no effort 
td match this effusion, he interpreted his. si- 
lence into submission ; then, in order to as- ; 
certain his vfcftiiy, insulted fiim with divers 


ftagments of authors, whom his supposed 
competitor did not even know by name; 
while Mr Pallet stared witli admiration at 
the profound scholarship of hie companion. 
Our young gentleman, far ft^m refining at 
this superiority,. latched within himself at 
the ridiculous ambition* of the pedantic doc- 
tor. He rated him in his own mind as a 
mere index-hunter, who held the eel of sci- 
ence by the tail; and foresaw an infinite 
fund of diversion in his solemnity and pride, 
if properly extracted by means of his fellow 
traveller’s vanity and assurance. Prompted 
by these considerations, he resolved to culti- 
vate their acquaintance, and, if possible, 
amuse himself at their expence in his 
journey through Flanders, understanding that 
they were determined upon the same route. 
In this view he treated tliem with extraordi- 
nary attention, and seemed to pay particular 
deference to the remarks of the painter, who 
with great intrepidity pronounced jud^ent 
upon every picture in the palace, or, in other 
words, exposed his own nakedness in 
every sentence that proceeded from his 
mouth. 

When they came to consider the Murder 
of the Innocents, by Le Brun, the Swiss ob- 
served, that it was un beau morceau ; and. 
Mr Pallet replied, “Yes, yes, one may see 
with half an eye, that it can be the produc- 
tion of no other; for Bomorso’s style, both 
in colouring and drapery, is altogether pe- 
culiar; thendiis design is tame, and his ex- 
ression antic and unnatural. Doctor, you 
ave seen my Judgment of Solomon ; 1 tliink 
1 may, without presumption— but I don’t 
chuse to make comparisons; I leave that 
odious task to other people, and let my works 
speak for themselves. France, to be sure, 
is rich in the firts; but what is the reason? 
The king encourages men of genius with ho- 
nour and rewards ; whereas, in England, wc 
are obliged to stand upon our own feet, and 
combat the envy and malice of our brethren 
— agad I I have a good mind to come and 
settle here in Paris; I should like to havean^ 
apartment in the Louvre, with a snug pen- 
sion of so many thousand livres.” fii tliis 
manner did Pallet proceed with an eternal 
rotation of tongue, floundering fVom one 
mistake to another, until it was the turn of 
Poussin’s Seven Sacraments to be examined. 
Here again the Swiss, out of the abundance 
of his zeal> expressed hismdmiration, by say- 
ing these pieces vrere impayable ; when the 
painter, turning to him with an air of exul- 
tation, “ Pardon me, friend, there you hap- 
pen to be mistaken ; these are none of Im- 
payable’s, but done ly Nicholas Pousecn. I 
have seen prints or them in England; so 
tha.t none of your tricks upon travellers, Mr 
S:(^i88, or Swash, or what’s your name.” 
Jfe was very much elated by this imagjnaiy 
triumph of his ondetstanding, which animat- 
ed him to persevere in his curiods obserya- 
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provided he was endowed with eloquence, to should have ma4^ himself more master of his 
ruin the most deserving, by, a ^sperate, bx- suWect. .1 

ertion of his talents upon the populace, who Peregrine both wished and hoped to see 
'had often been persuaded to act in the most the disputants proceed to arguments of more 
ungrateful and imprudent manner against the weight and conviction ; and the painter, dread- 
greatest patriots that, their country had pro- ing the same issue, interposed with the usual . 
duced; and, finally, he averred, that the lib- exclamation of “For God’s sake, gentler 
eral arts and sciences had never flourished men !” when the governor rose from the ta- 
so much in a republic as under the encour- blc in great dudgeon, and left the foom, mut- 
agement and protection of absolute power ; tering some ejaculation, of which 4 he word 
witness the Augustan age, and the reign of coxcomb only could be distinctly licafd.— 
liCwis XIV.; nor was it to be supposed that The physician being thus left master of tho 
genius and merit could ever be so amply re- field of battle, was complimented on his vic- 
compensed by the individuals or distracted tory by I\jregrme, and so ekvated by his suc- 
councilsof a commonwealth, as by the gc- cess, thaM^peclaiined a fuU hour on the 
nerosity and magnificence of one who had abs urditySBMylter’s proposition,^ and the 
the whole treasures at his own command. beauty of^Wc^; democratic administration ; 

Peregrine, . who was pleased to- find the^ ^qanvassed the swhole scheme of Plato’s re-, 
contest grow warm, observed ' that the^ public, witli many quotations from that ideal 
seemed to be a good deal of tnith in whati Sdthor, toucliing the to kalon ; from thence , 
Mr Joltcr advanced ; and the painter, whose he made a transition to the moral sense of 
opinion began to waver, looked with a face iShaftesbury, and Cv>ncluded his harangue 
of expectation at his friend, who, modelling ^^ith the greatest part of that frothy writer’s 
his features into an expression of exulting «i:hapsody, which he repeated with all the vi- 
disdain, asked of his antagonist, if he did not olbnce of enthusiastic agitation, to the un* 
think that the very power of rewarding merit speakable satisfaction of his cnteilaiuer, and 
enabled an absolute prince to indulge him- the unutterable admiration of Pallet, wlio 
self in the most arbitrary licence over the looked upon him as something superiiatunil 
lives and fortunes of his people. Before the and divine. 80 intoxicated was this vain 
governor had time to answer this question, young man with the ironical praises of Pic- 
Pallet broke forth into an exclamation of kle, that ho forthwith sho(*k oft* all reserv'O, 

“ By the Lord ! that is certainly fact, egad ! and, having professed a friendsliip for our 
that was a home thrust, doctor.” When Mr hero, whose taste and learning he did not 
Jolter, chastising this shallow ftitruder witli fail to extol, intimated, in plain terms, that, 
a ton tcinptuous look, affirmed, that though he was the only person. in these latter ages 
supreme power fiirnishcd a good prince with who possessed that sublime genius, that por- 
the means of exerting his virtues, it would tiou of the divinity, of ti tlieiofu which im- 
not support a tyrant in tlic exercise of cruelly mortalized the Grecian poets ; tJiat as Pytha^ 
and ' oppression ; because in all nations the goras affirmed the spirit of Euphorbus had 
genius of the people must be consulted by transmigrated into his body, lie, the doctor, 
their governors, and the burden proportioned was strangely possessed with the opinion 
to the shoulders on which it is laid, — “ Else, that he himself was inspired by the soiil of 
what follows]” said the physician. “The Pindaf; because, making allowance for the 
consequence is plain,” replied the governor, difference of languages in which they Wrote, 

“ insurrection, revolt, and his own destruc- there W'as a surprising affinity between his 
tion ; for it is not to bo supposed that the sub- own works and tho.se of that celebrated Tlie- 
jects of any nation would be so abject and ban; and, as a continuation of this truth, he 
pusillanimous as to neglect the means which iinniediately produced a sample of each, 

3 leaven had ptit in their power for their own which, though in spirit and versification aa 
preservation.” “ Gadzooks, you’re in th6 different as the odes of Horace and our pres- 
riglit, Sir,” cried Pallet,. “ that, I grant you, ent poet laurpat, Peregrine did not scruple 
must be confessed : doctor, I’m afraid we . to pronmirtcc altogether congenial, notwitii- 
Jiave got into the wrong box.” This son of standing the violence he by this sentence of- 
^ Paean, ho^rer, far from being of his friend’s fbred to his owm conscience, and a certain 
^^opimion, obKrved, with an air of triumph, that alarm of his pride, that was weak enough to 
. would not only demonstrate the sophistry he disturbed by the pliysiciati’s ridiculous 
of tho gentleman’s last allegation by argu- vanity and presumption, which, notcontent- 
: inent^ and facls^i but oven confute him with ed with displaying his importance, in the 
, hiy own wordfe. Jolter’s eyes kindling at this world of taste and polite literature, manifest- 
pfesnniptuoc^jieclaratioh, he told his antag- ed itself in arrogating certain rhateri^ dis- 
onist^ wfiU^wlfp quivered with resentment, coveries in the, province of physici which 
that if. l^p^meiit^ were no better than his could not fkil to advance him to. the highest 
breediff |pte r wns rare he would make very pltraaclo of that profession, considering the 
opiiiipn ; and the doctor, recoinmendation pf his other talehts^ together 
' 'with||Byeiii»Plcn<ie oftriumph, advised him with a liberal fortune which he inlt^ritedfroiri 
. to l^lpHtof dispiftes for the. future, until he his father. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

Tfie doctor prepares an entertainment in 

the manner of the ancients^ tphich is at-^ 

tended with divers ridiculous circum* 

, stances, 

Iw a word, our young gentleman, by his in- 
sinuating behaviour, acquired the full cond- 
dencc of the doctor, who invited him to an 
entertainment, which he intended to prepare 
in the manner of the ancients. Pickle, stmek 
with this idea, eagerly embraced the propo- 
sal, which hr honoured witli many encomi- ' 
inns, as a plan in all respects worthy of his 
genius and appreliension ; and the day was 
appointed at some distance of time, that the 
trcater might have leisure to compose certain 
pickles and confections, which were not to 
be found among the culinary preparations of 
these degenerate days. 

With a view of rendering the physician’s 
^te more conspicuous, and extracting from 
it the more diversion, Peregrine proposed 
that some foreigners should partake of the 
banquet ; and the task being loll to his care 
and discretion, he actually bespoke the com- 
pany of a French marquis, an Italian count, 
and a German baron, whom he knew to be 
egregious coxcombs, and therefore more like- 
ly to enhance the joy of the entertain ment. 

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, he 
conducted them to the hotel where the phy- 
sician lodged, after having regaled their ex- 
» pectations with an elegant meal in the gen- 
uine old Roman taste ; and they were receiv- 
ed by Mr Pallet, who did the honours of the 
house, while liis friend superintended the 
cook lx;low . By this conmiuiiicaUvc painter, 
the guests understood that the doctor had 
met with numerous difficulties in the execu- 
tion of his design ; that no few^er tlyin five 
cooks had been dismissed, because they could 
not prevail upon their own consciences to 
obey his directions m things that were con- 
trary to the present practice of their art ; and 
that although lie had fit last engaged a per- 
son, by an extraordinary premium, to com- 
ply with his orders, the fellow was so aston- 
ished, morti6ed, and incensed, tit the com- 
mands he had received, that his hair stood 
on end, and he begged on his knees to be 
released from the agreement he had made \ 
but finding that his employer insisted upon 
the performance of his contract, und threat- 
ened to introduce him to the coinmissaire, 
if he should flinch from the bargain, he had, 
in tho discharge of his office, wept, sung, 
cursed, and capered, for two liours w ithout 
intermission. 

While iliD company listoned to this odd 
informatioih by which they were prepossess- 
ed with strange notions of the dinner, their 
ears were invaded by a piteous voice, that 
exclaimed in French, “ For the love of God ! 
R 


dear sir! for the passion of Jesus Christ! 
spare me tlie mortification of the honey and 
oil !” Their ears stiU vibrated with the sound, 
when tho doctor entering, was by Peregrine 
made acquainted with the strangers, to whom 
he, in the transports qf his wra}h, could not 
help complaining of the want of complaisance 
he had found in tho Parisian vulgar, by which 
his plan had been almost entirdy ruined and 
set aside. The French marquis, who thought 
the honour of his nation was conconicd at 
this declaration, professed his sorrow for 
what had happened, so contrary to the es- 
tablished character of the people, and under- 
took to see the delinquents Severely punish- 
ed, provided he could be informed of their 
names or places of abode. The mutual com- 
pliments that passed on this occasion were 
scarce finished, when a servant coming into 
the room, announced dinner; and the .enter- 
tainer led the way into another apartment, 
where they found a long table, or rather two 
boards joined together, and furnished with n 
variety of dishes, the steams of which had 
8U(*h evident eflbct upon the nerves of the 
company, that the marquis mode frightful 
grimaces, under pretence of talcing sniifT; 
the Italian’s eyes watered, the German’s vis- 
age iinderu ent several distortions of feature ; 
our hero found means to exclude tho odour 
from his sense of smelling, by breathing only 
through Ins mouth; and the poor painter, 
running into another room, plugged his nos- 
tnls with to5ac(‘o. The doctor himholf, who 
wa.s the only person then present whose or- 
gans were not discomposed, pointing to a 
couple of couches 4 )laced on each side of the 
table, told Ins guests that he was sorry he 
could not procure the exact triclinia of the 
ancients, winch were somewhat ditTcreiif 
from these comeniencea, and desired they 
would have the goodness to repose them- 
selves without ceremony, each in his respec- 
tive couchette, while he and his friend Mr 
Pallet would place themselves upright at the 
ends, that they might have the pleasure of 
serving those that lay along. This disposi- 
tion, of w'hicli the strangers had no previou.4 
idea, disconcerted and perplexed them in a 
most ridiculous manner ; the marquis and 
baron stood bowing to each other, on pre- 
tence of disputing the lower seat, but, in re- 
ality, with a view of profiting by the example 
of each other : for neither of them u'ailerstood 
the manner in which they were to loll ; and 
Peregrine, who enjoyed their confusion, hand- 
ed the count to the other side, where, with 
the most mischievous politenesf, ho insist- 
ed upon his taking possession of tho upper 
place. 

In this disagreeable and ludicrous suspense, 
they continued acting a pantomime of ges- 
ticulations, until the doctor eamc.stly en^at,- 
ed them to wave all compliment and form, 
lest the dinner should be spoiled before tap 
ceremonial could be adjusted. Thus conjur- 



ISO SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS- 


ed, Perp^ne took the lower couch on the 
left hand side* laying himself gentiv down, 
with his face towards the table. The «inar- 
quis, in imitation of this pattern, (though he 
would have much rather fasted three days 
than run the risk of discomposing his dress 
by such an attitude), stretched hunself upon 
the opposite place, reclining upon his elbow 
m a most painful and awkward situation, 
with his head raised above the end of the 
coucli, that the economy of his hair m^ht 
not suffer by the projection of his body. The 
Italian, being a thin limber creature, planted 
himself next to Pickle, without sustaining 
any misfortune, but that of bis stocking being 
torn by a ragged nail of the seat, as he rais- 
ed his legs on a level with the rest of his 
limbs* But the baron, who was neither so 
wieldy nor supple in his joints as his compa- 
nions, •dounced himself down with such pre- 
cipitation, that his feet, suddenly tilting up, 
came in furious contact with the head of the 
marquis, and demolished every curl in a 
twinkling, while his own skull, at the same 
instant, descended upon the side of his couch 
with such violence, that his periwig was 
struck off, and the whole room filled with 
pulvilio. 

The drollery of distress that attended this 
disaster entirely \anquished the affected grav- 
ity of our youiitf gentleman, who was obliged 
to suppress liis laughter by cramming his 
handkerchief into his mouth ; for the bare- 
headed German asked pardon' with such 
ridiculous confusion, and the marquis admit- 
ted hie apology with such rucilil complaisance, 
as were sufficient to awaken the mirth of a 
quictist. 

This misfortune being repaired, as well as 
the circumstances of the occasion would per- 
mit, and every one settled according to the 
arrangement already described, the doctor 
graciously undertook to give some account 
of the dishes as they occurred, that the com- 
pany might be directed in their choice ; and, 
with an air of infinite satisfaction, thus be- 
gan : — ** This here, gentlemen, is a boiled 
goose, served up in a sauce composed of 
pepper, lovage, coriander, mint, rue, an- 
chovies, and oil. I wish for your sakes, gen- 
tlemen, It was one of the geese of T’orrara, 
so much celebrated among the ancients for 
the magnitude of their livers, one of which 
18 said to liave weighed upwards of two 
jiounds; witlLtlus food, exquisite as it was, 
the ty Mtlleliogahalus regale his hounds. 
But I bagpaidon, 1 h .d almost forgot the soup, 
whtch I bear is so necesqary an article at all 
tables itt JiVance. At each end there are dishes 
of ti40 i;islacacabia of the Romans ; one is 
made of parsley, pennyroyal, cheese, pine- 
tops, honeyt vme^r, brine, eggs, cucum- 
bers, onions, and hen livers ; the other is 
much the same os the soup-maim of this 
country. Then there is a loin of boiled veal 
with fennel and carraway seed, on a pottage 


composed of pickle, oil, honey, and flour, 
and a curious haahis of the lights, liver, and 
blood of a hare, together with a dish of roast- 
ed pigeons. Monsieur Ic Baron, shall I help 
you to a plate of this soup The German, 
who did not at all disapprove of the ingre- 
dients, assented to the proposal, and seemed 
to relish the composition ; while the marquis, 
being asked by the painter which of the sil- 
lykickabys he chose, was, in consequence of 
his desire, accommodated with a portion of 
the soup-maigre ; and the count, in lieu of 
spoon meat, of which he said he was no great 
admirer, supplied himself •with a pigeon, 
therein conforming to the choice of our young 
gentleman, whose example he determined to 
follow through the whole course of the en- 
tertainment. 

The Frenchman, having swallowed the 
first spoonful, made a full pause, his throat 
swelled as if an egg had stuck in his gullet, 
his eyes rolled, ana his mouth underwent a 
scries of involuntary contractions and dila- 
tions. Pallet, who looked steadfastly at this 
connoisseur, with a view of consulting hia 
taste, before he himself would venture upon 
the soup, began to be disturbed at these 
emotions, and obsciyed, with some concern, 
that the poor gentleman seemed to be going 
into a fit ; when Peregrine assured him, that 
these were symptoms of ecstasy, and, for 
further confirmation, asked the marquis hov/ 
he found the soup. It was with infinite dif- 
ficulty that his complaisance could so far 
master h:s disgust, as to enable him to answer, 
“Altogether cxrrllent, upon my honour!** 
and the painter, being certified of his appro- 
bation, lifted the spoon to his mouth without 
scruple ; but far from justifying the oulo^um 
of his taster, when this precious composition 
diffused Itself upon his palate, ho seemed to 
be deprived of all sense and motion, and sat 
like the, leaden statue of some river god, with 
the liquor flowing out at both sides of his 
mouth. 

The doctor, alarmed at this indecent phe- 
nomenon, earnestly inquired into the cause 
of it ; and when Pallfct recovered bis recol- 
lection, and swore that he would rather swal- 
low porridge made of burning brimstone than 
such an infernal mess as that which he had 
tasted, the physician, in his owm vindication, 
assured the comoany that, except the usual 
ingredients, he had mixed nothing in the 
soup but some sal ammoniac, insfead of the 
ancient nit rum, which could not now be pro- 
cured ; and appealed to the marquis, whether 
suqh a succeoanoum was not an improvement 
on the whole. The unfortunate petit maitre, 
driven to the extremity of his condescension, 
acknowledged it to be a masterly rofinement; 
and deeming himself obliged, in point of 
honour, to evince his sentiments by his 
practice, forced a fbw more mouthfuls of 
this disagreeable potion down his throat, till 
his stomach was so much Offended, that he 
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was compelled to start up of a sudden ; and, 
in the hurry of his elevation, overturned 1^ 
plate into the bosom of the baron. The 
emergency of his occasions would not permit 
him to stay and make apologies for this al^ 
rupt behaviour ^ so that he flew into another 
apartment; where Pickle found him puking, 
and crossing himself with great devotion; 
and a chair, at his desire, being brought to 
the door, he slipped into it more dead than 
alive, conjuring his friend Pickle to make lus 
fieace with the company, and in particular 
excuse him to the baron, on account of the 
violent fit of illness with which he had been 
seized* It was not without reason that he 
employed a mediator; for when our hero re- 
turned to the dining-room, the German got 
up, and was under the hands of his own 
lacquey, who wiped the grease from a rich 
embroidered waistcoat, while he, almost 
frantic with his misfortune, stamped upon 
the ground, and in High Dutch cursed the 
unlucky banquet, and the impertinent enter- 
tainer, who all this time, with great delibera- 
tion, consoled him for the disaster, by assuring 
him, that the damage might be repaired with 
some oil of turpentine and a hot iron. Pe- 
regrine, who could scarce tbfrain from laugh, 
ing in his lace, appeased hts indignation, by 
telling him how much the whole company, 
and especially the marquis, was inortifled at 
the accident; and the unhappy salacacabia 
being removed, the places were filled with 
two pyes, one of dormice, liquored with syrup 
of white poppies, which the doctor had sub- 
stituted in the room of roasted poppyseed, 
formerly eaten with honey, as a dessert; and 
the other composed of an hock of pork baked 
in honey. 

Pallet, hearing the first of tlieso dishes dc- 
dbribed, lifted up bis hands and eyes, and, 
with signs of loathing and amazement, pro- 
nounced, “A pic made of dormice and syrup 
of poppies ! Ijord in heaven ! what bbastly 
fellows those Romans were !” Jlis friend 
checked him for his irreverent exclamation 
with a severe look, and recommended the 
veoJ, of which be himselfi cheerfully ate, with 
such encomiums to the company, that the 
baron resolved to imitate bis example, after 
having called for a bumper of Burgundy, 
which the physician, for his sake, wished to 
have been the true wine of Paletnum. The 
painter, seeing nothing else upon the tabic 
which he would venture to touch, made a 
merit of necessity, and had recourse to the 
veal also ; although be could not help saying, 
that he would not give one slice of the roast 
beef of Old England ftr all the dainties of a 
Roman emperor’s table. ‘ But all the doctor’s 
mvitatioiis and assurances could not prevail 
upon his guests to honour the hashik and the 
goose; and that course was succeeded by 
another, in which he told them were divers 
of those dishes, which, among the ancients^ 
nad obtained the appellation of poHteleSf or 


munificent. “That which smokes in the 
middle,” said ho, “ is a sow's stomach, filled 
with a composition of minced pork, hog’s 
brains, eggs, pepper, cloves, garlic, aniseed, 
rue, gin^r, oil, wine, and pickle. On the 
right-hand side are the^ teats and belly of a 
sow just fiifrowed, fried with sweet wine, oih 
flour, lovage, and pepper. On the left is a 
fricassee of snails, fed, or rather purged, 
with milk. At that end next Mr PaUet are 
fritters of pompions, lovage, Origanum, and 
oil ; and here are a couple of pullets, roasted 
and stufTed in the manner of Appicius.” 

The painter, who had by wry faces testi- 
fled his abhorrence of the sow’s stomach, 
which he compared to a bagpipe, and the 
snails which had undergone purgation, no 
sooner heard him mention the roasted pullets, 
than he eagerly solicited a wing of the fowl ; 
upon which the doctor desired he would take 
thetronbicof cuttingthem up, and according, 
ly sent them round, while Mr Pallet tucked 
the table cloth under his chin, and brandished 
his knife and fork with singular address ; 
but scarce were they set down before him. 
when the tears ran down bis cheeks, and 
he called aloud, in a manifest disorder, — 
“ Zounds ! this is the essence of a whole 
bod of garlic !” That he might not, however, 
disappoint or disgrace the entertainer, he 
applied his instruments to one of the birds ; 
and, when he opened up the cavity, was as- 
saulted by such an irruption of intolerable 
smells, that, •without staying to disengage 
himself from the cloth, he sprung away, with 
an exclamation of “ Lord Jesus !” and in- 
volved the whole table in havoc, ruin, and 
confusion. 

Before Pickle could accomplish his escape, 
he was sauced with a syrup of the dormice 
pye, which went to pieces in the general 
wreck : and as for the Italian count, he was 
overwhelmed by the sow’s stomach, which, 
bursting in the fall, discharged its contents 
upon his leg and thigh, and scalded him so 
miserably, that he shrieked with anguish, 
and grinned with a most ghastly and horri- 
ble aspect. 

The baron, who sat secure without the 
vuitex of this tumult, was not at all dis- 
pleased at seeing his companions involved 
in such a calamity as that which he had 
already shared; but the doctor was confound- 
ed with shame and vexation. After having 
prescribed an application of oil to the count’s 
leg, he expressed his sorrow for the misad- 
venture, whicli he openly ascribed to want 
of taste and prudence in the painter, who 
did not think proper to return, and make aii 
apology in person ; and protested that there 
was nothing in the fowls which could give of- 
fence to a sensible nose, the stuffing being a 
mixture of pepper, lovage, and assafa*tida,and 
the sauce consisting of wine and herrmg 
ickle, which he had used instead of cele- 
rated garum of the Romans ; that tamoUn 
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pickle having been prepared soinetimee .of' 
the scombri, which were a sort of tunny 
Ash, and sometimes of the siturusi or, shad 
fish ; ’nay, he observed, that there waS a third 
kind called garum hamation, made of the 
^uts, gills and blood of th.e th^nus. 

The physician, finding it woidd be imprac- 
ticable to re-establish the order of the ban- 
quet, by presenting a^in the dishes which 
had been discomposed, ordered every thing 
to be removed, a clean cloth to be laid, and 
the dessert to be brought in. 

Meanwhile, he regretted his incapacity to 
give them a specimen of the aliens, or fish- 
meals of the ancients, such as the jus diaba* 
ton,, the conger-eel, which in Galen’s opinion 
is hard of digestion ; the cornuta, or gur- 
nard, described by Pliny in his Natural 
History, who says, the horns of many were 
a foot and a half in length ; the mullet and 
lamprey, that were in the highest estimation 
bf old, of which last Julius Cmsar borrowed 
six thousand for one triumphal supper. He 
observed, that the manner of dressing them 
was described by Horace, in the accoimt 
he gives of the entertainment to which Miece- 
nas was invited by the epicure Nasiedenus, 

Affbrtur squilloa inter Murena natantes, &c. 

and told them, that they were commonly 
eaten with the thus Slyriacum, a certain 
anodyne and astringent seed, which qualified 
the purgative nature of the fish. Finally, 
this learned physician gave tlicm to under- 
etand, that, though this was reckoned a luxu- 
rious dish in the zenith of the Roman taste, 
it was by no means comparable, in point of 
expense, to some preparations in vogue, 
about the time > of that absurd voluptuary 
Heliogabalus, who ordered the brains of six 
hundred ostriches to be compounded in one 
mess. 

By this time the dessert appeared, and the 
company were not a little rejoiced to see 
plain olives in salt and water: but what the 
master of the feast valued himself upon was 
a sort of jelly, which he affirmed to be pre- 
ferable to the hwotrimma of Hesychius, 
being a mixture of vinegar, pickle, and honey, 
boiled to a proper consistence, and candid 
assafcBtida, which he asserted, in contradic- 
tion to Aumelbergius and Lister, was no 
other than the laser Syriacum, so precious 
as to be sold among the ancients to the weight 
of a silver penny. The gentlemen took his 
^ord for thi^xcellency or this gum, but con- 
..Itented tneinaelves with, the olives, which 
rgaye such an agreeable relish to the wine, 
ttnit they seemed very well disposed to con- 
solp^ .themselves for the disgraces they had 
eudiir^i and Fiickle, unwilling to lose the 
least efreumsta^e of. entertamment that 
could be enjoyed in their epmpany, went in 
quest of tt^ fiaintcr, who remained in his 
j^nitentiab b another npa^tment, and could 
not be peradaded to re-enter the. banqueting 
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room, until Peregrine undertook to procure 
his pardon from those whom he had injured 
Having assured him of this indulgence, our 
young gentleman led him in like a criminal, 
bowing on all hands with an air of humility 
and contrition ; and particularly addressing 
himself to the count, to whom he swore 
in English, as God was his Saviour, he had 
no intent to affront man, woman, or child ; 
hut was fain to make the best of his way, 
that he might not give the honourable com- 
pany cause of ofibnee, by obeying the dic- 
tates of nature in their presence. 

When Pickle interpreted this apolojgy to 
the Italian, Pallet was forgiven in very polite 
terms, and even received into favour by hia 
friend the doctor, in consequence of our hero’s 
intercession ; so that all the guests forgot 
their chagrin, and paid their respects so 
piously to the battle, that, in a short time, 
the champaign produced very evident effects 
in the behaviour of all present. 


CHAPTER XLV. 

The painter is persuaded to accompany 
Pickle to a masquerade in woman's ap^ 
parel — is engaged in a troublesome ad- 
venture, ana, with his companion, con- 
veyed to the Bastile, 

The painter, at the request of Pickle, who 
had a design upon tho count’s sense of hear- 
ing, favoured the company with the song of 
Bumper squirt Jones, which yielded infinite 
satisiaction to the baron; but afiected the 
delicate ears of the Italian in such a manner, 
that his features expressed astonishment and 
disquiet ; and, by his sudden and repeated jour- 
neys to the door, it plainly appeared that hd 
was in the same predicament with those who, 
as Shakspeare observes, when the bagpipe 
sings tn the nose, cannot contain their urine 
for affection. 

With a' view, therefore, of vindicating 
music from such a barbarous taste, Mr Pal- 
let had no sooner performed his task, than 
the count honoured his friends with some 
ikvourite airs of his own country, which he 
warbled with infinite grace and expression, 
though they had not energy sufficient to 
engage the attention of the German, who 
fell ULSt asleep upon his couch, and snored 
so loud as to interrupt, and totally annul, 
this ravishing entertainment ; so that they 
were fkin to have recourse again to the 
glass,, which made such innovations upon 
the brain of the physician, that he sung 
divers odes of Anacreon, to a tune of bs 
own composing, and held forth upon the 
music and recitative of the ancient^ with 
great erudition ; while Pallet, hdvidg found 
means to make the Italian acquainted with 
the nature of his profession, haran^ed up- 
on painting ,with wonder^l volubility, in a 
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lajiffua^ which (it was well ftr his own him in their ttims, in order to display their 
credit) the stranger did not understand. wit and address, and teased him seve- 
At length the doctor was seizedwith such ral arch questions, to which he mdSe no 
a qualm, that he begged Peregrine to lead other answer than, ‘‘No pariif Frimcy- 
him to his chamber; and the baron being Damn your chattering go about your 
waked, retired with the count. , business, can’t ye !” A^ong the masks, was 

Peregrine, being rendered frolicsome with a nobleman, who Itogan to be very fiee with ■ 
the wine he had drank, proposed that he the supposed lady, and attcmptea to plunge 
and Pcdlet should go to a masquerade, which his hand into her bosom ; but the painter 
he recollected was to he given that night, was too modest to suffer such indecent treat- ' 
The painter did not want curiosity and incli- ment ; and, when the gallant repeated his' 
nation to accompany him, but expressed his efforts in a manner still more indelicate, lent 
appmhension of losing him in the ball, an him such a box on the ear, as mode the lightb ^ 
^iccident which could not fail to be very disa- dance before him, and created such a suspi- 
greeable, as he was an litter stranger to the cion ofPallet’s sex, that the Frenchman swore 
longu^ and the town. To obviate this he was either a male or hermaphrodite, and in- 
objection, the landlady, vrho. Was of their sietedupona scrutiny, for the sake of his own 
council, advised him to appear in a woman’s honour, with such obstinacy of resentment, 
dress, which would lay his companion under that the fictitious nymph was in imminent 
the necessity of attending him with more danger, not only of being exposed, but also 
epe, as he could not, with decency, detach of undergoing8ovcreehastiscment,forhaving 
himself from the lady whom he ^ould intro- made so with the prince’s ear ; when Pere- 

diice ; besides, such a supposed connexion grine, who saw and overheard every thing 
would hinder the ladies of pleasure fhim ac- that passed, thought it was high time to in- 
costing and employing their seducing arts terpose ; and accordingly asserted his pre- 
upon a person already engaged. tensions to the insulted lady, who was over- 

Our young, gentleman, foreseeing the joyed at fJiis proof of his protection, 
abundance of diversion in the execution of The affronted gallant persevered in de- 
this project, seconded the proposal with manding to l^now who she was, and our hero 
such importunity and address, that the pain- as strenuously refused to give him that satis- 
ter allowed himself to be habited in a suit fiiction : so that high words ensued ; and tho 
belonging to the landlady, who also procured prince threatening to punish his insolence, 
for him a mask and domino, while Pickle the young gentleman, who was not supposed 
provided himself with a Spanish dress. In to know his •quality, pointed to the placti 
this disguise, which they put on about eleven where his owm sword used to bang ; and, 
o’clock, did they, attended by Pipes, set out snapping his fingers in his face, laid hold ^ 
in a fiacre for the ball room, into which the painler’s arm, apd led him to another pw 
Pickle led this suppositious female, to the as- of the room, leaving his antagonist to 
tonishment of the whole company, who had meditation of his own revenge. ' 

never seen such an uncouth figure in the Pallet, having chid his conductor for 
appearance of a woman. barbarous desertion, mode him acquaints , 

After they had, taken a view of all tfic with the difficulty in which he had becni#- 
rcrnarkab)e maskaj. and the painter had been volved, and, flatly telling 'him he would 
treated with a glass of liquor, his mischievous put it in his power to give him the slip 
companion gave him Uie slip, and vanishing held fast by his arm during the remaini^ j 
in an instant, returned with another mask part of the entertainment, to the no smol!'^ i 
and a domino over his habit, that he might diversion of the company, whose attention ' 
enjoy Pallet’s perplexity and be at hanato was altogether engrossed in the CQntem{>la- 
protect him from insult. lion of such an awkward, imgainly,, smlking 

The poor painter, having lost his guide, apparition. At last. Pickle being tired of 
was almost distracted with anxiety, and exhibiting this rare-show, complied with the 
stalked about the room in quest of him, with repeatoddesrres of his companion, and handed 
such huge strides and oddity of gesture, her into the ci^ach ; which he himself hud no 
that he was followed by a whole miiltitude,u sooner entered, than they were surrounded 
who gazed at him as a preternatural pheno- 'by a file qf musketeers, commanded by an 
menon. This attendance increased his un- exempt, who, ordering the coach-door to bo 
easiness to such a degree, that he coffid not opened, took his place with great delibemtion, 
help uttering a soliloquy aloud, in which he while one ofhisdemchment mounted the box, 
cursed his fate for having depended upon the in order to direct the driver, 
promise o.f such a wag; and swore, that, if Peregrine, at once conceived the meaning 
once he Was clear of wis scrape, he would of this arrest, and it was well for him he had 
hot Iqnng himself into Such a premunire no weapon wlierdwith to stand upon his de- 
li^n for the whole kingdom of France. fence ; for such was the impetuosity and rash- 

' Divers petit-maitres, understanding the ness of his temper, that, had he been armed, 
masque was a foreigner, who, in all proba- he would have run all risks rather than sur- 
bility, could not speak French^ up to { render himself to any odds whatever; but 
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P^4i, imagining that the <p®cer wM 
genSman who had ' car- 

Mric^ for his own, desired his j^hd 
-/ceivc the stranger; cmd wh^n W.AKras in- 
' formed of the real state of tiiiek conditibiii 
iiis knees, began to sbake^ hi$ teeth to chatter, 
and he uttered a iifiost doledd lamentation, 
iniportiDg his fear of being carried to some 
hideous 4n^^(>ii of the . hastile^ where he 
should spend the rest of his days in misery 
and horror, and never see thp fight of Cod’s 
sun, nor the face of a friend, but, perish in a 
foreign land, far removed from his family and 
' coiinexioni> Hckle damned him' for , his 
pnsiUaniinity; and the exempt hearing a lady 
bemoan herself so piteously, expressed his 
mortification at being the instrument of giv- 
ing her such pain^ and endeavoured to console 
’ them, by representing the lenity of the French 
government, and the singular generosity of 
the prince by whose order they were appre- 
hended. 

Peregrine, wliose. discretion seemed ■ to 
forsa.ke him on all such occasions, excloiined 
with great bitterness* against the arbitral^ 
administration of France, and inveighed, 
with many expressions of contempt, against 
the character of tho offended prince, whose 
resentment, far from being noble, he said, 
was pitiful , Ungenerous, and unjust. To this 
remonstrance tho officer made no reply, but 
shrugged up his shoulders in silent astonish- 
ment at the hardiesse of the prisoner ; and ! 
the fiacre was just on the point of setting 
y^ont, when they heard the noise of a scuffie 
^ ihe back of the coach, and the voice of 
Pipes, pronouncing, I’ll be damn’d 
do;” Tms ti*usty attendant had been 
^Sfbired by one of the guard to descend from 
‘ lotion in the rear, but, as he resolved 
his master’s fate, he took no notice 
^|l^ir entreatiesh until they were seconded 
fjr ftffcei and that he endeavoured to repel 
heel, which he applied with such 
to the jaws of the soldier who first 
came in contact with him, that they emitted 
a cnishing sUond like a dried wftlmit between 
t^e grindirs of a templar in the pit'., Exas-* 
perated ^at thip outrajg;0, the other: saluted 
Tom’s posteriors with his bayonet', which 
incommoded him so much, that ho could no 
longer keep bis posty but leaping uj^n the 
ground, gave hiS; antagonist a chuck under 
thb chin, which laid him upon his back% and 
tb,p]^.,ekk[bing over Ipm with infinite agility, 
crowd of coaches, till 
be,|aw Jpe m^t before and beliind 
m(!^j!OE5B;,Mcr€, which no sooner 
fo{l 0 ^i^Oats,a small 4is* 
8ie plitep where Pere<* 

ifiowly through 
many wi&di]W^aad to a part of 

Paris iKfus txi , utter stnmger^ 

the coaeb gate, with a 


the jSpproacK of the carria^i prisoners 
werfe admitfisri; aiifi 


CHAl>TER XLVI. 

By ike. fidelity of PipeSyJoltet. U hifornied 
of his pnptVs fate-^confers with the . 
sicianr^pplies to the amhosia^or, ’who, 
with griat difficulty, fobtuins the dis- 
charge of the prisotiers', cyi certain con- 
ditions^ 

This, plan he executed, notwithsiouidinV^ 
pain of his wound, and the Questions of the 
city guard, both horse and mot, he 

could make no other answer thafi" P A«g^ow, 
Anglais;*^ and is spoil as it was'light, tak- 
ing an accurate survey of the castle (|br such 
it seemed to be) into which Peregrifii^ and 
Pallet had been conveyed, togethet^ with its 
situation in respect to the river, he Went 
home to their lodgings, and waking Jdl- 
ter, gave him ah acdouht of the adventure, g 
The governor wrunghis hands in the iitmo^"® 
grief and constematton, When he heard tjp 
Unfortunate piece of new^ ; he did not (k 
that his pupil was imprisoned' in tlie 
for life ; and, in tho anguish Of his appj 
sion, cursed the day on which .he^ha ' 
taken to superintend the conduct'ol 
imprudent young man, whp had,^ by)i 
ed insults, provoked the vengeance of Such a 
iiiild, forbearing ddministmtion. That he 
might not, howeve^ negleOt any means in 
his power to him from his present 

misfortune, he fiespatdhf^ Thomas, to the 
doctor, with an aepount of hm comj^riion’s 
fate, that they ififght join thdr interest in 
behalrof tlie captives; and the physician be- 
ing informed of what had happened, immedi- 
ately dressed Ininsolf, aiid rej^ired to Jolter, 
whom he acubsted in these wordlf: “Now, 
Sir, I hope you are^jonviheed of your e»or, 
in asserting, that oppression can never be 
the effect of arbitraiy power. Such a ca- 
lamity os this could never have happe;ieil un- 
der the Athenian democracy; nay, even when 
the tyrant Pisistratus got posi||^oh of that 
comraofiwealth, he durst to rule 

with such absolute and unjust djt>^ib!on. 
Ybn>hall 'See. now that Mr Pickle'"aij4 my. 
friend Pallet Will fall a sacrifice to the 
ny of lawless power; and» Injny ppmiim,'we - ' 
shall be 'a^cefi»^iy to the ruin of this poor ' 
enslaved ^ople, if wo bestir. ou|selv^ in de- 
mnuiSpg or imploring the release of outrun- 
happy >pimtiytio^ « as we may tberelw if!®., 
vent ike. Optmnllssioh bf.fi"t^>ant' 
witfeb Jfi # the v^ge^ftce 
ven perpetrators^ and .pie^ps 

I hfk t W tribi^riS df refitorintr'ii WbAlli nilf mn tn !.> 


uie uwjre*. . 

[thatplace all L 
might make sue,- 
conducive to. the f 


, that in the mbriftug he 
ervations as migli^ be 
ement bf his master. 
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th^ unspeakable fruition pf Fof I f^ar. and tremblu^, found hir pupil inadis. 

Hiy oim part, ;I^ id^l apartment void i)f ai^ but a 

blpod^pf my 8^ jbt^^td and trudcle-biEMii tbe 'mdment he was 

Pause, provided Bueli a Victim admitted, he perceived the youth whisUii]^ 

me with the opportmuty of di^omw^tho witli ^eat unconcern, and worldhi? wfth hia 
chains of slavery, and vindicatmg^thiijt JAe^^ OenoiT at the bare wall, on which, fe&d de- 
ty which is, the birthright of man!: Then liheated a ludicrous i^re, labell^ VvRh the 
would my name be immortalized, among the name of the nobleman whom he baff affisont^*' 
patriot heroes of antiquity, and my memory/ and an English mastiff, with hisJdgJiffeed 
like that of Hamiodius and Aristogiton, be up, in the att&ude of making water m hie * 
honoured by statues erected, at the . public shoe. Hehadbeenevensopresumptiiouses 
expense/' Tins rhapsody, w^ch wim . de. to explain the device with satirical insprip:. ' 
liverdd wjith great emphasis , and agitation, tions in the French language, which, when 
gave so much p^nce to Joker, that, without Jolter perused, his hair stood on eiid with 
speaking one word, he retired in great wrath affright. The very turnkey was confpuhded 
to his own chamber, and the republican re- and overawed by the boldness of his beha- 
tumed to his lodging, in full hope of bis prog- vioUr, which he had never seen matched by ’ 
nostic being venfied in the death/and des- any inhabitant of that place ; and actually 
truction of Peregrine and the painter, which joined his friend in persuading him to submit 
must give rise to sonie renowned revolution, to the easy demand of the minister. But 
wherein he himself , would act a principal our hero,;, mr from embracing the counsel of 
part. But the governor, whose im^ination this advocate, handed him to the door with 
was not quite so warm and prolific, went di- great cerehiony, and dismissed! him with a 
rectly to the oinbassador, whom he informed kick on the'breech ; and to all tbe supplica- 
of ins pupil's situation, and besought to in- tions, and even tears of Jolter, made no other 
terpo|6 with the French ministry, that he reply, than that he would stoop to no con- 
and the other British subject might obtain descension, because he had committed ' no 
their liberty. His excellency asked if Jolter crime j but would leave his case to the cpg- 
guess at the cause of his imprisonment, nizance and exertion of the British court, 
that he might be the oetter prepared to vin- whose duty it was to see justice done to its 
dicate or excuse his conduct ; but neither he own subjects : he desired, however, that Pal- 
nor, Pipes could the smallest hint of in- let, who was confined in another place, might 
telligence Oti that subject; though he furnish- avail himself of his own disposition, which 
cd himself, from/rom’s own mouth, with a was suf&ciottfly pliable. But when the gov- 
circumstontial account of, the manner in ernor desired to see his fellow -prisoner, the 
which his master had been arrested, as well turnkey gave him to understand that he had 
as of his own behaviour, and the disaster he received no orders relating to the lady, and 
bad received on tiiat occasion. His lordship therefore could not* admit him into her apart- 
never doubted that Pickle had brought this ca* ment ; though he was complaisant enough to 
lamity upon himself by some unluclsy prank he tell him, that she seemed very much hiorti- 
had played ^at the mnsquerjfde; especially fied at her confinement, and at certain times 
when ho understood that the yming geritle- behaved ns if her brain was not a little dis- 
man had drank freely in the afternoon, and ordered, Jolter, thus baffled in all his endea- 
been so whimsical os to go thither with a voiirs, quitted the bastile with a heavy heart, 
man in woman's apparel : and hOi that same and reported his fruitless negotiation to the 
day, waited oti the Frenqh. minister, in full ambassador, who could not help breaking 
confidence of obtaining his dischaige ; ' but fortK into some acrimonious eiepressions, 
met witli more difficulty than he expected, against the obstinacy and insolence of the 
the court of France being extremely punctil- young man, who, he said, desejv<^ to suffer 
ions in every thing that concerns a prince of for his folly. Nevertheless, he did not dfe- 
the blood: the ambassador was therefore sistfi-om Jiis representations to . the Pre.nc^ ; 
obliged to talk in very high terms ; and though ministry, Av.bich he found so uny i^ding, 
the present circumstances of the French po- he was obliged to threaten, iii phm teriris^ > 
litics would hot allow them to fall out with to mate It a national concern; fend not oijiy 
the British administration for trifles, all the write to his court for instructions* but 
favour he could procure, was a promise that advise the council to make reprisals, and send ' 
Pickje should he sbt. at liberty, provided he some.Frerich gentleman in Lbndon to the 
wbuld ask pareon of the' prince ; to whom . he Tower. •’ 

pffende. Hia excellency thought Thin intimation had an effect upon the mi- 
this wa^ut a reasonable condescension, sup- fnistry at Versi^lles, who, rather than run the 
to haire been in the wrotig; risfc of incenmtig n- p^'ple, whom it was “ 

' and Jdltpr Was admitted to, him, in order t6 neither their interest nor inclination to' dis- ' 
cohimuhlcate and reinforce his lordship's, aif- obli^, cdnseht(Ki jto discharge the offenders, 
vice, which, ivas, that .he should comply vy^th on co>ndition .thaf t!>^y should leave Paris in 
tho teims pro'po^d. ' *f he , governor, ,thi^ days after their enlargement. This 

did not enter, this. gloomy fortress without propo^ was reai^fly.agreed to by Peregrlpn, 
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who was now a little more tractable, and 
heartily tired of being cooped up in such an 
uncomfortable abode, for the space of three 
long days, without any sort of communica- 
tion or entertainment but that which his own 
imagiiiation suggested. 

CHAPTER XLVIL 

Peregrhie makes himself merry at the ex- \ 
pense of the painter, who curses his land^ 
lady, and breaks with the doctor, \ 

As he could easily conceive the situation of 
his companion in adversity, ho was unwilling 
to leave the place until he had reaped some 
diversion from his distress, and with tliat 
view repaired to the dun^on of the afflicted 
painter, to which he had by this time free 
access. When he entered, the first object 
that presented itself to his eye was so un- 
romniunly ridiculous, that he could scarce 
preserve tliat gravity of countenance which 
he had affected in order to execute the joke 
he liad planned.^ The forlorn Pallet sat 
upright in his bed, in a chshabille that was 
altogether extraordinary. He had laid aside 
his monstrous hoop, together with his stays, 
gown, and petticoat, wrapped his lappets 
about his head by way of night-cap, and wore 
his domino as a loose morning dress ; his 
grizzled locks hung down about his lack* 
lustre eyes and tawnv neck, in all the dis- 
order of negligence ; his grey board bristled 
about half an inch throng the remains of 
the paint with which his visage had been be- 
daubed, and every feature or his face was 
lengthened to the most ridiculous expression 
of grief and dismay. Seeing Peregrine come 
in, he started up in a sort of frantic ecstasy, 

' and, running towards him with open arms, 
no sooner perceived the woful appearance 
into which our hero had modelled liis phy. 
eiognomy, than he stopped short all of a 
sudden, and the joy which had begun to take 
osscssiou of his heart was in a moment 
ispelled by the most rueful presages; so 
that he stood in a most ludierdus posture of 
dejection, like a malefactor at the Old Bailey, 
when sentence is about to be pronounced, 
ipickle, taking him by the hand, hcavod a pro* 
fonhd sigh, and, after having protested that 
was extremely mortified at being pitched 
bipon as the messenger of bad news, told 
niipt with an air; of sympathy and infinite 
concnni, tb*it <he French court, having dis* 
epverod his suk, had i ^solved, in considcra* 
fion of the outrageous indiffnity he offered 
in putfiio to a prince of the to detain 
him in tho bastile a prisoner for life; and 
that this sentence was a mitigation obtained 
by the importunities of the British ambassa- 
dor, the pmmbmpt ordained by law being 
no other thAQ nreoiring alive upon the wheeL 
These tidings aggravated the horrors of the 


painter to such a degree» that he roared' 
aloud, and skipped about the room in all the 
extravagance of distraction ; taking God and 
man to witness, that ho would rathpr suffer 
immediate death than endure one year’s im<- 
prisonment in such a hideous place ; and 
cursing the hour of Ms birth, and the moment 
in which he departed from his own country. 
For my own part (said his tormentor, in a 
hypocritical tone), 1 was obliged to swallow 
riic bitter pill of making submissions to the 
prince, who, as I had not presumed to strike 
him, received acknowledments, in Conse- 
quence of which I will 09 this day set at 
liberty ; and there is even one expedSept left 
for the recovery of your freefiom. It is, I 
own, a disagreeable remedy ; but one had 
better undergo a little mortification than be 
for ever wretched. Besides, upon second 
thoughts, I begin to imagine that you will 
not, mr such a trifle, sacrihee yourself to tho 
unceasing horrors of a solitary dungeon, 
especially as your condescension will, m all 
probability, be attended with advantages 
which you could not otherwise enjoy. Pal- 
let, interrupting him with groat eagerness, 
begged for the love of God tliat he would no 
longer keep him in the torture of suspense, 
but mention that same remedy, which ho 
was resolved to swallow, let it bo never so 
unpalatable. 

Peregrine, having thus played upon his 
passions of fear and hope, answered, that as 
the offence was committed in the habit of a 
woman, which was a disguise unworthy of 
the otlier sex, the French court was of opin- 
ion that the delinqiumt should bo reduced to 
tlio neuter gender , so that there was an al- 
ternative in his own option, by which he had 
it in his power to regain immediate freedom, 
j “ What J" cribd the paint(?r, in despair, “ be- 
come a singer ? gadzooks ! and the devil and 
all that ; Pll rather lie still where I am, and 
let myself be devoured Fy vermin." Then, 
thrusting out his throat, ** here is my wind- 
pipe," said he “ be so good, my dear friend, 
as to give it a slice or two ; if you don't, 1 
shall one of these days be found dangling in 
my garters,' What an unfortunate rascal I 
I am ! what a blockhead, and a beast, and a 
I fool, was I, to trust myself among such 
a barbarous ruffian race ! Lord forgive you, 
Mr Pickle, for having been the immediate 
cause of my disaster ; if you had stood by 
mo from the beginning, according to your 
promise, 1 should not have been teased by 
that coxcomb who has brought me to this 
pass. And why did I put on this damn'd 
unlucky dress 1 liOrd corse that chattering 
Jezebel of a landl^y, who advised such a 
preposterous disguise ! a disguise which hath 
not only brought me to this pass, but also ren- 
dered me abominable to myself, and frightful 
to Others ; for when I this morning signified 
to the turnkey that 1 wanted to be shaved, 
he looked at my beard with sstottistoent, 
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and^ crbssing hii»self, muttet^d Tda'^er- ^!hsi threatfthi^ to tiy . the 

Dosterj, 'belleTi]^; 1 &d (1 eapjg(^y to ^6er*8 skull, jf 

witcV or eom^ng w'^we. * A%d aoeo within t^e ftpdrtment. . « ! , 

confhutid that loathebme bahquet. bt ^ an* Tiie jailorr, who'litt7o;ex|iie(^d ^ch a re- 

cients^ which piovol^d meto d^kljodilfi^^ ception* concluded that jth^'^poor, 

ly, that I might wabh away the tasl;e£bf^<&at man had actually lost her wits, and^f^ted 

accursed eilqrhiokaby.” . ^ with precipitetion, leaving tt®. door open ;ae.^. 

Our young gentleman, having heard his he went out. Upon Widen Pickle^ gathering 
lamentation to an end,, excused tuniself for: up the. particulars of his dreira with great dis-, ’ 
his conduct by representing, that he could patch, crammed them into Pallet's arms^and^ 
not, possibly miesee the. disa^eeablc conee* taking notice that now the coast was clear, 
auehces that attended it ; and, in the mean exhorted him to 'follow his footsteps to the 
time, strenuously counselled hhn tp submit gate, where a hackney coach stood for his 
to the terms of hts enlatgemout* . He obaervo reception. There being no tiine for liesita* 
ed,.that he whs now arrived at that time of tion, the painter took his advice, and, with- 
' life, when the lusts of the flesh should be en- out quitting the utensil, which, in his hurry, . 
tirely mortified within him, and his greatest he forgot, to lay down, sallied out in the rear 
conoem ought to be the health of his soul, of our hero, with all that wildness of terror 
to which nothing could more eflbctually con- and impatience which maybe reasonably sup- 
tribute than the amputation which was prQ.^ posed to take possession of a man' who fiies 
posed; that his body, as well as his mind, from ^perpetual imprisonment. Such was the . 
would profit by the change, because he would tumult of his agitation, that his &culty of . 
have no dangerous appetite to gratify, and no thinking was for the present ’ utterly over* 
carnal , thoughts to divert him fiom the^ duties whelmed, and he saw no object but his con- 
of his profession ; and his voice, which was ductor, whom he followed by a sort of in- 
naturally sweet, would improve to such a de- stinctive impulse, without regarding the keep.^ 
grec, that he would captivate the ears of all ers and sentinels, who, as he passed, with biS 
the people* of fashion and taste, and in a lit- clothes under one arm, and his chamber-pot' 
tie time be celebrated under the appellation brandished above his head; were confounded, 
of the English Senesino. and even dismayed, at the strange apparition. 

These arguments did not fail to make an . During the whole course of this irruptipn, 
impression upon the painter, who neverthe- he ceased not to cry, with groat vociferation, 
less started two objections to his compliance ; Drive, coachman, drive in the name of, 
iiamely, the disgrace of the punishment, and- God !” And*the carriage had proceeded the’ 
the dread of his wife. Pickle undertook to length of a whole street, before he manifest- 
obviate these difficulties, by ossuring him ed the least sign of reflection, but stared like 
that the sentence would be executed so pri- the goigon's head, with his mouth wide open, 
vately as never to transpire ; and that his and each particular hair crawling and twin- 
wife could not be so unconscionable, a^er so ing like an animated serpent. At length, 
many years of cohabitation, as to take ex- however, be began tp recover the use of his 
ceptions to on expedient, by which she would senses, and asked if Peregime thot^ht him 
not only enjoy the conversation of. her bus- out of all danger of being retaken. This un- 
hand, but even the fruits of those talents, relenting wag, not yet satisfied with the af- 
which the knife would so remarkably fefine. fliction he had imposed upon the sufferer, an- 

Pallet shook lits head at this last remon- swered, with an air of doubt and concern, 
strance, as if he thought it would not be al- thit he hoped they would not be overtaken, 

. together convincing to his spouse ;'bat 3 deld- and prayed to Goq they might not be retard'^ 
ed to the proposal, previded her consent ed by a stop , of carriag|es. Pallet fervently 
could be obtained. Just as he signified this joined in this supplication, and they advance 
condescension, the jailor entered, and ad- ed a few yards further, when the noiSe of a 
dressing himself to the* supposed lady, ex- coach at full speed behind them invaded their 
pressed his satisfaction in having the honour ears; ahilVPickle* having looked out of the 
to tell her, that she was no longer a prisoner, window, withdrew his , head iti seeming con- 
As the painter did hot understand one wo^ fusion, and exclaimedi,' ** Uofd have mercy 
of what he said, Peregrine undertook the upon us! I wish that may nbt.be a guard sent 
office of interpreter, and made his fiiend.be- alter us. Metninks 1 saw. the mwshle of a 
lieve the jailor's speech was no other tlian fUsil atiokitig out of the coach.” The painter, 
an intimation, that the xmnistiy had sb^ a lieaimg these tidings, that instant thrust him- 
surgpbn . to execute Vvhat was proposed, and Self but at Ab window with his helmet still 
thSt the.ihstrijitheiito and dressings were pre'*' in his baud/ bdlowihg to the coachman, as 
pared in the next room; Alarmed and iohd ab he could rpaV,' •* Drive ! damn ve ! 
rified at this sudden appointment, hp. flew; tb drife to. the gates, of Jericho, and ends of the, 
the other end of the. rbqm, and, snatching idp- earth! \Drive ypu faggamufen, you ro^aU; 
an earthen chamber-bot, which was the only lion!, you liell-hoUnd ! drive us to the pit of ', 
ofleneiive weapon in the place, put himsw hell; father than we should be taken!" 
in a pbiMute of defence, itnd, tVith. matqr'i $[ubb; a phkniow, could not pto. witteut. 
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attracting the curiosity of the |)eople, \y}io in the Rphearsd^ who values himself upon 
ran to the doors and windows, in order to the same figure, CQnveyed in these Words, 
behold this object of admiration. With the $ut all these clou^^ when hy the ey^ of 
same view, that coach, which was supposed reason gras^p'd^ Upon any other 
to be in pursuit of him, stopped just as the casion, the painter would have triumphed 
windows of each lu^ppened to be opposite; ^atly in this detection ; but such was the 
ajid Pullet, looking behind, and seeing three nutter and confusion of his spirits,- under the 
men standing upon the foot-board, armed apprehension of being retaken, that^ without 
witli canes, which his fear converted into fu- furtlier communication, he retreated to his 
sils, never doubted that his friend’s suspicion own room, in order to resume his owu dress, 
was just ; but, shakihg his Jordan at the im- which he hoped would alter his appearance 
aginary guoxd, swore he would sooner die in such a manner as to baffle all search atid 
than part with his precious wore. The owner examination : while the physician remained 
of the coach, who was a nobleman of the first ashamed and abaslied, to nnd himself convict- 
quality, mistook him for some unhappy wo- ed of bombast by a person of sqchcontempti- 
man deprived of her senses ; and, ordering blc talents. He was offended at this proof ’ 
his coachman to proceed, convinced the fu- of his memory, and so much enraged at his 
gitive, to his infinite joy, that this was no presumption in exhibiting it, that he could 
more than a false alarm. Ho was not, for never forgive his want of reverence^ and took 
all that, freed from anxiety and trepidation ; every opportunity of exposing his ignorance 
but our young gentleman, fearing his brriu and folly in the sequel. Indeed the ties of 
would not bear a repetition of the same joke, private afifection were too weak to engage 
permitted him to gain his own lodgings, with- the heart of this republican, whose zeal lor 
out further molestation. the community had entirely swallowed up 

His landlady, meeting him on the stair, his concern for individuals. He looked upon 
was so affected at his appearance, tliat she particular friendstiip as a passion unworthy 
screamed aloud, and betook herself to flight; of his ample soul, and was a professed ad- 
while he, cursing her with great bitterness, mirer of L. Manlius, Junius Brutus, and 
rushed into the apartment of the doctor, who, those later patriots of the same name, who 
instead of receiving him with cordial em- shut their ears against the cries of nature, 
braces, and congratulating him upon his do- and resisted all the dictates of gratitude and 
liverance, gave evident tokens of umbrage humanity, 
and discontent ; and even plainly told him, 
he hoped to have heard that he^aiid Mr Pic- 
kle had acted the glorious part of Cato — an CHAPTER XLVIII. 

event which would have laid the foundation 

of such noble struggles, ,as could not fail to 'Pallet conceives a hearty contempt of his 
end in iiappiness and freedom ; and that he fellow-traveller ^ and attaches himself to 
hod already made some progi'ess in an ode Pickle^ whoy JievertkelesSf persecutes him 

that would have immortalized their names, with his mischievous talents upon the 

and inspired the flame of liberty in every road to Flanders, 
honest breast. — There,” said he, “ I would 

liave proved, that great talents, and high In the mean time his companion having em- 
sentimpnts of liberty, do reciprocally pro- ployefl divers pails full of water, in cleansing 
, duce and assist each other ; and illustrated himself from the squalor of a jaU, submitted 
my assertions with such notes and quotations his face to the barber, tinged his eyc-broyi^s 
from the Greek writers, as would have open- with a sable hue, and, being dressea in his 
ed the eyes of tiie most blind and unthinking, own clothes, ventured to visit Peregrine, 
and touched the most callous and obdurate who was still under the hands of his valet de 
heart. O fooll to think the man, whose am- chambre, and who ^ve him to understand, ■ 
pie mind must grasp whatever yonder stars that his escape had been connived , at, and 
:survey, — Pray, Mr Pallet, what is.your opin- that the condition of their deliverance was 
ion of that image of the mind’s grasping the their departure from Paris in three days, 
wholtf universe 1 For my own part 1 can’t The painter was transported with joy, 
^, belp thinking it the most happy conception when he learnt that he ran no risk of being 
that cver^t^red my imagination.” retaken ; and, far from repining at the terms 

' The jiR'nter, who was not such a flaming of his enlargement, would have willingly set 
enthusiast in the cause of liberty, could not out on his return to England that . same af- 
; brook the, doctor’s reflections, which he ternbon; for the bastile had mode such ah 
‘ thruijafht.SjBLfbured a little too much of indif- impression upon him, that he started at the 
. fercnce yapd deficiency in point of private sound of every coach, and turned pale at the 
firfendshte f , eiifi therefore Seized tlie present sight of a French soldier. In the fulness of 
oppoituip(f his pride, by ob- his heart, he complaihed of the doctor’s iq- 

serving,^ Miat t,h® was, without all difference, and related what had passed at 

doubt, very grii^ and magnificent; but that their iheetif^, with evident 'marks of rosent- 
he bad been oblijEfedt&r the ^ea to Mr Bayes, tneut and disrespect ; which were not at all 
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ditninishe^f \vh^^folter inforined to himself whole for the '^icpea^ ^ the entet- 

phy&ii^n's bel^iBiiVlPitf; when he seni for* him talnment. > , i 

to hhhlbr about' the meime of shridglngf their The physician, nettled at th^e sarcasms, 

con&ebent. Pickle himself was inpi^nsed eyed him with a look of indignation and His- 
ttf his want of bowels ; ,and, perceiving how dain ; and, being unwilling to e2t:prei^ himself 
iriu^ih he had sunk in the opinion orhis fbl- in English, lest, in the course of the>|dter- 
low4iaveller, resolved to encourage these cation, Pallet should be so piuch irritated as ' 
sentitnents of disgust, and occasionally to- to depart without him, he ven^d his anger 
ment tbet division to a downright quarrel, in Greek. The painter, though, by the Bounds . 
which he ^'resaw would produce some diver- he supposed this quotation to be Ureek, com-;. ’ 
sion, and perhaps expose the poet’s characr plimcnted his friend upon his knowledge iti.' 
.ter m such a light as would elTcctuallv pun- the Welch language, and found means to 
ish him for his arrogance and barbarity, rally him quite out of temper i so that he 
With this vievv,^he levelled several satirical retired to his own chamber in the utmost 
jokes at tha doctor’s pedantry and , taste, Wrath and mortification, and left his antago- 
W^ch had appeared so conspicuous in the nist exulting over the victory he had won. 
quotations, he had got by heart from ancient While those things passed betw'een these 
authors; m his afiected disdain of the ^at originals, Peregrine waited upon the ombas- 
pictures in the world, which, had he been sador, whom he thanked for his kind inter- 
endowed with the least share of discetn- position, acknowledging the indiscretion oT 
ment, be could not have beheld with such his own conduct, with such appearance ot 
insensibility ; and, lastly, in his ridiculous conviction and promises of reformation, that 
banquet, which none but an egregious cox- his excellency freely forgave him for all the 
comb, devoid ofall elegance and sense, would trouble he had been put to on his account, • 
have prepared, or presented to rational be- fortified him with sensible advices, and, as- 
ings. In a word, our young gentleman played suring him of his continual favour and friend- 
the artillery of his wit against him with such ship, gave him, at parting, letters of intro- 
success, that the painter seemed to wake duction. to several persons of quality belong- 
from a dream, and went home with a hearty ing to the British court, 
contempt for the person he had formerly Thus distin^shed, our young gentleman 
adored. took leave of all his French acquaintance, 

Instead of using the privilege of a friend, and spent the evening with some of those 
-to enter his apartment without ceremony, he who had enioyed the greatest share of his 
sent in his servant with a message, importing, intimacy anu confidence ; while Jolter super- 
that he intended to set out from Paris next intended his domestic concerns, and, with 
day, in.company with Mr Pickle, and desiring infinite joy, bespoke a post-chaise and horses, 
to know whether or not he was or would be in order to convey him fi;Qra a place where 
prepared for the journey. The doctor, struck he lived in continual apprehension of euficr- 
with the manner, as well as the matter, of itigby the dangerous disposition of his pupil, 
this intimation, went immediately to Pallet’s Every thing being adjusted according to their 
room, and demanded to know the cause of plan, they and their . ^low-travellers next 
such a sudden determination, without his day dined together, and, about four in the 
privity or concurrence ; and when he jmder- afternoon, took their dej>arture in two chais- 
stood the necessity of their affairs, rather es, escorted by the valet de chambre, Pipes, 
than travel by himself, he ordered his baggage and the doctor’s lacquey, on horseback, well 
to be packed up^ and signified his readiness furnished with arms and ammunition, in case 
to conform to the. emergency of the case ; of being attacked by robbers on the road, 
though he was not at 111 pleased witii the It was about eleven o’clock at night when 
cavalier behaviour of Pallet, to whom he they arrived at Seplis, which was the place 
threw out some hints of his own importance, at which they proposed to lodge, and where 
and the immensity of his condescension, in they were, .obli^d to knock np the people pf 
favouring him with such marks of regard, the inn» before they could have their supper 
But by this time these insinuations had lost prepared. All the provision in the house 
their effect upon the painter, who told him, was but barely sufficient to'fiimish One iri- 
with an arch sneer, that he did not at all different meal : however, the painter consol - 
question his learning and abilities, and parti- ed himself for the quantity with the quality 
' cularly his skill in cookery, which he should of the dishes,! one of whicn was a fricassee 
forget whilq. his palate retain^ its of rabbity a preparation which he valued 
function ; but nevertheless advised, him, for above all the dainti^ that dver smoked upon , 
the sake of the degenerate eaters of these the table of the sumptuous Heliogabalus. 
days, to spare a little .of bis sal anxiotiiftc in > IJe had no sooner expressed himself to this 
the next sillykickaby be, should prepare, and effect, than our hero^ urho was almost inces- 
bate somewhat pf the deyil'e dung^ which he eantly laying tiaps for diversion at his neigh- 
had so plentifully cramm^ into the reacted boarje/expehse, laid hold on the declaration ; 
fowls, unless hp had a mind toconveit his afidj iecouectihg the stoiy Scipio and Ae : 
guests ipto patients^ With a view of I i^Ietecr jnQil Bias, resolved to perjietrete a 



140 SMOLT/BTT'S SELECT WORKS. 


jokb upon the stomach of Pallet, whieh , 
seemed particularly well to sm 

hearty supper. He aecptdii^y-dtgebtcd his 
plan ; and, the company being<Sj^ted at 
table, affected to gaze with peculiar;ea|lfme88 
at the painter, who ^ad helped luinsclf to a 
large portion of the fricassee, and began to 
swallow it with intinite relish. Pallet, not-, 
withstanding 'the keenness of liis appetite, 
could not Jwlp taking notice of Pickle's de* 
ineanour ; and, making a short pause in the 
exorcise of his grinders, “ You are sur- 
prised,” said he, “ to see me make so much 
dispatch ; hut i was extremely hungry, and 
this is one of the best fricassees 1 ever tasted: 
the French are very expert in these dishes, 
that I must allow ; and, upon my conscience, 
I would never desire to eat a more delicate 
rabbit than this that lies upon my plate.” 

Peregrme made no other reply to this en- 
comium. than the repetition of the word 
** rabbit!” with a note of admiration, and 
such a significant shake of the head, as ef- 
lectually alarmed the other, who instantly 
suspended the action of his jaws, andy^-with 
tlio morsel half chewed in his mouth, stkred 
round him with a certain stolidity of appre- 
hension, which is easier conceived than de- 
scribed, until his eyes encountered the coun- 
tenance of Thomas Pipes, who being in- 
structed, and posted opposite to him for the 
occasion, exhibited an arch grin, that com- 
pleted the painter’s disorder. Afraid of 
swallowing his rnoutliful, and <ashamed to 
dispose of it any other way, he sat some 
time in a most distressed state of suspense ; 
and, being questioned by JVIr Jolter touching 
his calamity, made a violent effort of the 
muscles of his gullet^ which with difficulty 
performed their office, and then, with great 
confusion and concern, asked' if Mr Pickle 
suspected the rabbit's identity. The young 
gontleman, assuming a mysterious air, pre- 
tended Ignorance of the matter ; observing, 
that he was apt to suspect all dishes of that 
kind, since he liad been informed of the 
tricks which were commonly played at inns 
in Franco, Italy, and Spain, and recounted 
that passage in Gil Bias, which we liave 
hinted at above, saying, he did not protend 
to be a connoisseur in animals, but the legs 
of the creature which composed that fric- 
assee, did not, in his opinion, resemble those 
of the rabbits he had usually seen. This 
observation had an evident effect ujion tlie 
^tutqs painter, who, with certain 

sfes of 1 tmng and astonishment, exelaim- 
, “Lord Jeans!” end appealed to Pipes for 
a discovery of *^0 truth, by asking if he know 
any tlupg of tl^ affkir. Tom very gravely 
repHvd, }»e did suppose tlie food was 
wholesomje.^ougb, for he had seen the skin 
and feet of a special ram-cat, new flea'd, 
hanging upon the, door of a entail pantry ad- 
joining to the kitchen. 

Bemxo this sentence was uttered, Pallet’s 


belly seemed to move in contact with his ^ 
back-bone, his colour changed, no part but 
the white of his eyes were to be seen, he 
dropped his lower jaw, and fixing his hands 
in his sides, rotclied ' with such convulsive 
as amazed and disconcerted the' 
company; and what augmented his 
disorder, was the tenacious retention of his 
stomach, which absolutely refused to pait 
with its contents, notwithstanding all the en- 
ergy of ' his abhorrence, which threw hife 
into a cold sweat, and almost into a swoon. 

Pickle, alarmed at his .condition, assured 
liim it was a genuine rabbity* and that he had 
tutored Pipes to say othorwise,.for the joke's 
sake. But tliis confession he considered as' 
a friendly artifice of Pickle’s cbmpaasion,' 
and therefore it had little effect updn his 
onstitution. By the assistance, however, 
of a large bumper of brandy, his spirits were - 
recruited, and hiS tjecolloction so far recov^f-j^ , 
ed, that he \SEpir'.idl& Jto declare, with divet^V 
contortions the dish had a par-' 

ticular rankness which he had im- 

puted partly to thev'Waturc of the French 
coney, and partly to Urn' composition of their 
sauces : then he inveigled against the in- 
famous practices of Frdn^h' publicans, at- 
tiibming sacli imimsilioh to oppressive 
gov^rijment, which kept thcfn%u^Ccessitous, 
that they were tempted to exercise^dji man- 
imr of knavery upon their unwary gueSts. 

Jolter, who could not find in his heart to ie!. 
slip any ojiportunity of speaking in favour of 
the French, told liim, “that he was a very 
great stranger to their police, else he would 
know', that, if upo’i information to the magis- 
trate, it should apjiear that any traveller, na- 
tive or foreigner, had been imposed upon or 
ill-treated by a publican, the offender would 
lie immediately obliged to shut up his house ; 
and, if his behaviour had been notorious, he 
himself would be sent to the galleys, without' 
the Idast hesitation ; and, as for the dish ' 
which has been made tlie occasion of your 
present disorder,” said he, I will take upon 
me to affirm it was prepared of a genuine 
rabbit, which was shinned in my prjesence ; 
and, in confirmation of what f assert, though 
such fricassees are not the favourite of my 
taste, I will eat a part of this without scruple.” 
So saying, he swallowed several mouthfuls 
of the questioned coney, and Pallet seemed 
to eye it again with inclination ; nay he even 
resumed his knife and fork, and being just on 
the point of applying them, was seized with 
a:iotber qualm of apprehension, that broke 
out, in an exclamation of, “ After all, Mr Jol- 
tcr, if it should, he a real ram-cat— Lord have 
mercy ujjon me ! here is one of- the daws.” 
WitJx these words he presented the tip of a 
toe, of which Pipes had slipped off five or ' 
six from a dcick that was roasred, and pur- 
posely scattered them in the fricassee ; and 
the governor could not behold this testimo- 
nial w'ithout'-symptoms of uneasiness and re- 
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morse ; so that he and the painter sat silenced i 
and abashed, and, made &ces at each other 
while the physician, who hated them both, 
exulted over their affliction, bidding them be 
of good cheer, and proceed with their meal ; 
for he was ready to demonstrate, that the 
flesh of a cat was as nourishing and delicious 
as veal or muttoo; provided they could prove 
that the said cat was not of the boar kind, 
and had fed chiefly on vegetable diet, or even 
confined its caniivorous appetite to rats and 
mice, which he affirmed to be dainties of ex- 
quisite taste and flavour. He said, it was a 
vulgar mistake to think fhat all fiesh-devour- 
ing creatuTcs^were unfit tb be eaten ; witness 
the consumption of swine and ducks, animals 
that delight in carnage, as well as fish, which 
prey upon each other, and feed on bait and 
canion ; together with the demand for bear, 
of which the best hams in the world are 
made. He then observed, that the negroes 
on the coast of Guinea, who are healthy and 
vigorous people, prefer cats and dogs to all 
other fare ; and mentioned from history sev- 
eral sieges, during which the inhabitants, 
who were blocked up, Jived upon these ani- 
mals, and had recourse even to human flesh, 
which, to his certain knowledge, was in all 
respects preferable to pork ; for, in the course 
of his studies, ho had, for the experiment’s 
sake, eaten a steak cut from the buttock of 
a person \vho had been banged. 

This dissertation, far from composing, In- 
creased the disquiet in the stomachs of tiie 
governor and painter, wlio, hearing the last 
illustration, turned their eyes upon the orator, 
at the same instant, with looks of horror and 
disgust ; and the one muttering term can- 
nihaly and the other pronouncing the w'ord 
abomination, they rose from table in a great 
hurry, and, running tow ards another apart- 
ment, jostled with such violence in the pas- 
sage, thatboth were overturned Iw the shock, 
which also contributed to the effect of their 
nausea, that mutually defiled them as they lay. 


CHAPTEI^ XLIX. 

Nor is the physician sacred from his ridi- 
cule^they reach Arras, where our adven- 
turer engages in play with two French 
officers, who next morning give the land' 
lord an interesting proof of their im^ 
portance. * ‘ 

The doctor remained sullen and dejected 
during the whole journey — not but that he 
'attempted to recover his importance, by ha- 
ranguing upon the Roman highways, when 
Mr Jolter desired the company to take notice 
of the fine pavement upon which they travell- 
ed from Paris into Flanders ; but Pallet, who 
thought he had now gained the ascendancy 
over tlie physician, exerted himself in main- 
taining the superiority he had acquired, by 


venting various sarcasms upon his self-con- 
ceit and affectation of learning, and even 
uttering puns and conundrums upon the re- 
marks which the republican retailed. When 
he talked of thq/fkminian way^ the painter 
questioned if it was' a better pavement than 
the Flcminian way on whicli they travelled : 
and the doctor having observed that this 
road was madejbr the convenience of draw-* 
ing the Prencliartillery into Flanders, which 
was often the seat of war, his competitor in 
wit replied, with infinite vivacity, “There 
are more great guns than the French king 
knows of drawn mong this causeway, doctor ! ’* 

Encouraged by the success of tlicse efforts, 
which tickled the imagination of Jolter, aiicj 
drew smiles (as he imagined) of approbation 
from our hero, he sported in many other 
equivoques of the same nature ; and at din- 
ner told the physician, that he was like the 
root of the tongue, as being cursedly down 
in the mouth. 

By this time, such was the animosity suhn 
sisting between these quondam friends, that! 
they never conversed together, except with a 
view of exposing each other to the ridicuk 
or contempt of their fellow-travellers. Thf 
doctor was at great pains to point out tht\ 
folly and ignorance of Pallet in private tu 
Peregrine, who was often conjured in tin 
same manner by the painter to take notice 
of the physician’s want of manners and taste 
Pickle pretended to acquiesce in the truth of 
their nmtuaPse verity, which indeed was ex' 
tremely just ; and, by malicious insinuation 
blew up their contention, with a view ot 
bringing it to opemhostilily. But both seem 
ed so averse to deeds of mortal purpose, tha 
for a long time his arts were baffled, and he 
could not spirit them up to any pitch of re- 
sentment higher than scurrilous repartee. 

Before they readied Arras, the city gate.* 
were shut, so that they were obliged to take 
up their lodgingat an indifferent house in the 
suburbs, where they found a couple of Frencli 
officers, who had also rode post from Paris 
so far on their way to Lisle. These gentle- 
men were about tne age of thirty, and theit 
deportment distinguished by such an air of 
insolence, as disgusted our hero, who never- 
theless accosted them politely in the yard, aiu 
proposed that they should sup together 
They thanked him for the honour of his in- 
vitation, which, liowever, they declined, upon 
pretence of having ordered something fur 
themselves, but promised to wait upon hinij 
and hie company immediately after their 
repast. i 

This they accordingly performed; and, 
after having drank a few glasses of Burgun* 
dy, one of them aSked if the young gentle-^ 
man would, for pastime, take a hand all 
quadrille. Peregrine easily divined the 
meaning of this proposal, which was madei 
with no other view than that of fleecing him 
and his fellow-travellers ; for he well knew 
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to what shifts a subaltern in the French ser- ! 
vice is reduced, in order to maintain the ap- ' 
pearance of a gentleman, and had reason to 
believe tjiat most of them were sharpers from 
their yoiitli : but, as he depended a ^od deal 
upon his own penetration and address, he 
gratided the stranger’s desire ; and a party 
was instantly formed of the painter, the phy- 
sician, the proposer and himself, the other offi- 
cer iiaving professed himself utterly ignorant 
of the game; yet, in the course of the play, he 
took his station at the back of Pickle’s chair, 
which was opposite to his friend, on pre- 
tence of amusing himself with seeing his 
manner of conducting the cards. The youth 
was not such a novice but tliat he perceived 
the design of this palpable piece of behaviour, 
vvhicli, notwithstanding, he overlooked for 
the present, with a view of flattering their 
hopes in the beginning, that they might be 
the more effectually ptlnishei by their disap- 
pointment in the end. 

The gome was scarce begun, when, by 
ihe reflection of a glass, he discerned the 
officer at his. back making signs to his com- 
panion, who, by these preconcerted gestures, 
was perfectly informed of the contents of 
Peregrine’s hand, and of consequence fortu- 
nate in the course of the play. 

Thus they were allowed to enjoy the fruits 
of their dexterity, until their money amount- 
*jd to some louis, when our young gentleman, 
-hinking it high time to do himself justice, 
rignified, in very polite terms, tO the gentle- 
man that stood behind him, that he could 
never play with ease and deliberation when 
jie was overlooked by any bystander, and 
pegged that he would have the goodness to 
be seated. 

As this was a remonstrance which the 
stranger could not with any show of breed- 
ing resist, he asked pardon, and retired to 
!:he chair of the physician, who frankly told 
him, that it was not the fashion of his coun- 
tiy for one to submit his hand to the perusal 

a spectator; and when, in consequence 
pf this rebuff, he wanted to quarter himself 
ipon the painter, he was refused by a wave 
of the baud, and shake of the^head, with an 
exclamation ofpardonnez moi ! which was re- 
peated with such emphasis, as discomposed 
his effrontery, and he foimd himself obliged 
to sit down in a state of mortification. 

The odds being thus removed, fortune pro- 
in her u.5Ual channel; and though the 
, Frenchma diepri ved of his ally, endeavoured 
to pracl'ce divers stro'.hs of finesse, the rest 
comply obfeicrved him with, such vigi- 
lance and caution as baffled all his attempts, 
and ili a yey little lime he was compelled to 
part \yith his winning: but having engagedin 
the match With an intention of taking all ad- 
vantages, whether fair or unfair, that his su- 
perior skill should give him over the English- 


men, the money was not refunded without 
a thousand disputes, in. the coarse, of which 
he essayed to intimidate his antiif bnist with 
high words, which were retorted by our hero 
with such interest, as convinced him that he 
had mistaken his man, and persuaded him to 
make his retreat in quiet. Indeed it was not 
without cause that they repined at the bad 
success of their enterprise ; because, in all 
iikl^ihood, they had nothing to depend upon 
for the present but their own industry, and 
knew not how to defray their expenses on 
the road, except by some acquisition of this 
kind. • 

Next morning they rose at day-break, and, 
resolving to anticipate their fellow-lodgers, 
bespoke, post horses as soon as they coidd be 
admitted into the city ; so that, when our 
company appeared, their beasts were ready 
in the yard ; and they only waited to discuss 
the bill, which they had ordered to be made 
out. The landlord of the inn presented his 
carte with fear and trembling to one of those 
ferocious cavaljers, who no sooner cast his 
eye on the sum total, than he discharged a 
volley of dreadful oaths, and asked if the 
king’s officers, were to be treated in that 
manner. The poor publican protested, with 
great humility, that he had the utmost res- 
pect for his majesty, and ever}^ thing that 
belonged to him ; and that, far from consult- 
ing his own interest, all that he desired was 
to Im) barely indemnified for the expense of 
their lodging. 

This condescension seemed to have no 
other effect than lijatof encouraging their 
arrogance. They swore his extortion should 
be explained to the commandant of the town, 
who would, by making him a public example, 
teach other inn-keepers how to behave to- 
wards men of honour; and threatened with 
such confidence of indignation, that the 
wretc\jed landlord, dreading the consequence 
of their wrath, implored pardon in the most 
abject manner, begging, with many suppli- 
cations, that he might have the pleasure of 
lodging them at his own charge. This was 
a ravoiir which he ^ith great difficulty ob- 
tained ; they chid him severely for his impo- 
sition, exhorted him to have more re^rd for 
his own conscience, as well as for the con- 
venience of his guests ; and cautioning him 
in particular touching his behaviour to the , 
gentlemen of the army, mounted their horses, 
and ro(ie off in great state, leaving him very 
thankful for having so successfully appeased 
the choler eff two oflScers, who wanted either 
inclination or ability to pay their biU ; for 
experience had taught him to be apprehen- 
sive of all such travellers, who commonly 
lay the landlord under contribution, by way . 
of atonement for the extravagance of his- de- 
mands, even after he has professed his will- 
ingness to entertain them on their ow^ terms. 



ADVENTURES OP PEREGRINE PICKLE. 14^ 

gree of delinquency. He said, that the 
CHAPTER L. greatest man in Athens would have been 

' * ^ condemned to perpetual exile, and seen his 

Peregrine moralizes upon their behaviour^ estate confiscated fof public use, had he 
which is condemned by the doctor, and dared in such a licentious manner to violate 
defMed by the governor— they arrive in the rights of a IbUow-citlzen ; and as for the 
safety at Juislet aine at an ordinary^ visit little affronts to which a man may be subject 
the citadel— the physician quarrels with from the petulance of the multitude, IiC lopk- 
a North BritoUt who is put in arrest, ed upon them as glorious indications of liber- 
ty, which ought not to be repressed, and 
These honourable adventurers being gone, would at any time rejoice to find himsolf 
Peregrine, who was present during the traus- overthrown in a by the insolence of a 
action, informed himself of the particulars son of freedom, ‘^dH^^ugh the fall should 
from the mouth of the inkeeper himself, who cost him a limb; addiffpby way of illustra- 
took God and, the saints to witness, that he tion, that the greatpat pleasure ho ever en- 
should have been a looser by their custom, joyed was in seeing^ dustman wilfully over- 
even if the bill had been paid; because he turn a gentleman’s Coach, in which Wo la- 
was on his guard against their objections, dies were bruised, evdn to the danger of their 
and had charged every article at an under lives. Pallet, shocked, at the extravagance 
price: but such was the authority of officers of this declaration,—** If that be the case,” 
in France, that he durst not dispute the least said he, ^* I wish you itiay see every bone in 
circumstance of their will ; for, had the case your body broke by the first carman you meet 
come under the cognizance of the magistrate^ m the streets of London.” 
ho must in course have suffered by the max- This argument being discussed, and the 
ims of their government, which never fail to reckoning discharged without any deduction, 
abet the oppression of the army ; and besides although the landlord, in stating the articles, 
run the risk of incurring their future resent- had an eye to the loss he had sustained by 
ment, which would be sufficient to ruin him his own countrymen, they departed from Ar- 
from top to bottom. ras, and arrived in safety at Lisle, about two 

Our licro boiled with indignation at this o’clock in the afternoon, 
instance of injustice and arbitrary power ; They had scarce taken possession of their 
and, turning to his governor, asked if this lodgings, in a large hotel in the Gratide 
too was a proof of the happiness enjoyed by Place, when the inkeeper gave them to un- 
Ihe French people, Jolter replied, that cveiy derstand that he kept an ordinary below, 
human constitution must ill somethings be which was frequented by several English gen- 
imperfect ; and owned, that in this kingdom tlemen who resided in town, and that dinner 
gentlemen were more countenanced than the was then upon thq table. Peregrine, who 
vulgar, because it was to be presumed that seized all opportunities of observing new 
their own sentiments of honour and superior characters, persuaded his company to dine in 
quaJifications would entitle them to this pre- public ; and they were accordingly conduct, 
eminence, which had al-jo a retrospective ed to the place, where they found a mixture 
view to the merit of their ancestors, in con- of Scotch and Dutch officers, who had come 
si deration of which they were at first enno- from Holland to learn their exercises at tlic 
bled : but he affirmed that the innkeepfir had academy, and some gentlemen in the French 
misrepresented the magistracy, which in service, who were upon garrison duty in the 
France never failed to punish flagrant out- citadel. Among these last was a person 
rages and abuse, without respect of persons, about the ago of fifty, of a remarkable gen- 
The painter approved of the wisdom of teel air and polite address, dignified with a. 
the French government in bridling the inso- Maltese cross, and distinguished by the par- 
lence of the mob, by which, he assured them, ticular veneration of all those who kj^ew him. 
he had often suffered in his own person ; When he understood that Pickle and his 
having been often bespattered by hackney- friends were travellers, he accosted tlie youth 
coaclimen, jostled by draymen and porters, in English, which he spoke tolerably well ; 
and reviled in the most opprobrious terms by and, as they were strangers, offered to attend 
the watermen of London, where he had once them in tlie afternoon to all the places worth 
lost his bag and a considerable quantity of seeing in Lisle. Our hero thanked him for 
hair, which had been cut off by some rascal his excess of politeness, which (he said) was 
in his passage through Ludgate, during the peculiar to the French nation; and, stniclc 
lord mayor’s procession! On the other band, with his engaging appearance, industriously 
the doctor, with great warmth, alleged, that courted his conversation, in the course of 
those officer ought to suffer death, or ban- which he learned that this chevalier was a 
ishment at least, for having plundered the man of good sense and great experience, that; 
people in this manner, which was so impu^ he was perfectly well acquainted with the , <^1 

dent and barefaced, as plainly to prove they greatest part of Europe, had lived some 
were certain of escaping with impunity, and years in England, and was no stranger to the 
that they wore old offenders in the same de- constitution and genius of that people. 
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Having dined, and drank to the healths of 
the English and French kinM* two fijacres 
were called, in one of which the knight, with 
one of his companions, the governor, and 
Peregrine, seated themselves, Qie other being 
occupied by the physician, Pallet, and two 
Scottish officers, who proposed to accompa- 
ny them in their circuit. The first place they 
visited was the citadel, round the ramparts 
of which they walked, under the conduct of 
the knight, who explained with great accu- 
racy the intention of every particular fortifi- 
cation belonging to that seemingly impreg- 
nable fortress ; and* when they had satisfied 
their curiosity, took coach again, in order to 
view the arsenal, which stands in another 
quarter' of the town ; but, just as Pickle’s car- 
riage had crossed the promeuade, he heard 
his own name bawled aloud by the painter ; 
and, ordering the fiacre to stop, saw Pallet with 
one half of his body thrust out at the window 
of the other coach, crying, with a terrified 
look, ** Mr Pickle ! Mr Pickle ! for the love 
of God halt, and prevent bloodshed, else here 
will be carnage and cutting of throats.” 
Peregrine, surprised at this exclamation, im- 
mediately alighted, and, advancing to the 
other vehicle, found one of their military 
companions standing upon the ground at the 
further side of the coach, with his sword 
drawn, and fury in his countenance ; an>l the 
physician, with a quivering lip and haggard 
a^ect, struggling with the other, who had 
interposed in the quarrel, and detained him 
in his place. 

Our young gentleman, upon inquiry, found 
that this animosity had sprung from a dispute 
that happened upon the ramparts, touching 
the strength of the fortificatiqn, which the 
doctor, according to custom,, undervalued, 
because it was a modem vrork ; saying, that, 
by the help of the military en^nes used 
among the ancients, and a few thousands of 
pioneers, he would engage to take it in less 
than ten days after he should sit down before 
it. The North Briton, who was as great a 
pedant as the physician, having studied ffir- 
tification and made himself master of Cesar’s 
Commentaries and Polybius, with the obser- 
vations of Fplard, affirmed, that all the me- 
thods of besieging practised by the ancients 
would be utterly ineffectual against such a 
plan as that of the citadel of Lisle ; and be- 
gan to compare the vinetB, ageeres^ ariete$^ 
and catf^ulta of, the Romans, 
with^the troches, mines, batteries, and mor- 
tars oseu. j^the pre ent art of war. The re- 

E ubllcaii, nndiiig^himself attacked upon what 
e thought in# strong side, Sjuimmoned all bis 
^ hie aid ; and, describing the fa- 
ihpps sei^ of Platiea^ happened to misquote 
a paskog^ of Thucydides, in which he was 
correoted'hy the Other, who having been edu- 
cated for the chnreh, was also a connoisseui: 
in the Greek langnage, The doctor, incens- 


ed at being detected in such a blunder, in 
presence of Pallet, who, he knew, would pro- 
mulgate his shame, tol4 the officer, with 
great arrogance, that his objection was £rivo- 
louB, and tliat be must not pretend, to dispute 
on these matters with one who had consid- 
ered them with the utmost accuracy and 
care. 

His antagonist, piqued at this supercilious, 
insinuation, replied, with great heat, that,, 
fbr aught he knew, the doctor might be 
a very expert apothecary, but that, in, the 
art of war, and knowledge in tlie Greek 
tongue, he was no other than an ignorant 
pretender. This asseveration- produced an 
answer full of virulence, including a national 
reflection upon the soldier’s country; and 
the contention rose to mutual abuse, when 
it was suppressed by the admonitions of the 
other two, who begged they would not ex- 
pose themselves in a strange place, but be- 
have themselves like fellow-subjects and 
friends. They accordingly ceased reviling 
each other, and the affair was seemingly for- 
got; but after tliey had resumed their places 
in the Coach, the painter unfortunately asked 
the meaning of the word tortoise^ which he 
had heard them mention among the Roman 
implements of war. This question was an- 
swered by the physician, w'ho described the 
nature of this ey))edient so little to the satis- 
faction of the officer, that he contradicted 
him flatly, in the midst of his explanation ; 
a circumstance which provoked the republi- 
can to such a degree, that, in the temerity of 
his passion, he uttered the epithet imperti- 
mnt scoundrel; which was no sooner pro- 
nounced than the Caledonian made manual 
application to his nose, and, leaping out of 
the coach, stood waiting for him on the plain ; 
while he (the physician) made feeble efforts 
to join him, being easily retained by the other 
soldiei;; and Pallet, dreading the conse- 
quence, in which he himself might be involv- 
ed, bellowed aloud for prevention. 

Our hero endeavoured to quiet the com- 
motion, by representing to the Scot, that he 
had already taken satisfaction for the injury 
be had received, and telling the doctor tluit 
he had deserved the chastisement which was 
inflicted upon him : but the officer (encourag- 
ed perhaps by the confusion of his antago- 

he had said ; and the doctor^elieving himself 
under the protect^ion of his friend l^^kle, far 
from agreeing to such concession, breathed 
nothing but defiance and revenge ; so that 
the chevalier, in order to prevent mischief, 
ut the soldier under arrqst, and sent hith to 
is lodgings, under the care of the other 
French gentleman and his own companion ; 
they being also accompanied by ^ Jolter, , 
who, Imvmg formerly seen all the curiosities 
of Lisle, willingly surrendered his place to 
the physician. ^ 
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CHAPTER LI. / 

Pickh engages with a knight of Malta in 
a conversation upon the English stage^ 
which is followed by a dissertation on the 
theatres of the anctents^ by the doctor* 

Th£ rest of the company proceeded to the 
arsenal, which having viewed, tocher with 
some remarkable churches, they, in their re« 
turn, went to the comedy, and saw the Cid 
of Corneille tolerably well represented. In 
eonseijuence of t^is entertainment, the disf> 
coiirse at supper turned upon dramatic per- 
formances ; add all the objections of Mens, 
de Scudery to the piece they had seen acted, 
togetlier with the decision or the French aca- 
demy, were canvassed and discussed. The 
kiiight was a man of letters and taste, and 
particularly well acquainted with the state of» 
the English stage ; so that when the painter 
boldly pronounced sentence against the 
French manner of acting, on the strength of 
having frequented a Covent-Garden Club of 
Critics, and been often admitted, by virtue of 
an order, into the pit, a comparison immedi- 
ately ensued, not between the authors but 
the actors of both nations, to whom the che- 
valier and Peregrine were no strangers. Our 
hero, like a good Englishman, made no 
scruple of mving the preference to tlie per- 
formers of his own country, who, he alleged, 
obeyed the genuine impulses of nature, in 
exhibiting the passions of the human mind ; 
and entered so warmly into the spirit of their 
several parts, that they often fancied them- 
selves the very heroes they represented; 
whereas the action of the Parisian players, 
even in their most interesting characters, 
was generally such an extravagance in voice 
and gesture, as is nowhere to be observed but 
on the stage. 

To illustrate this asseition, he availed 
liimself of his talents, and mimicked the 
manner and voice of all the principal 
performers, male and female, belonging to 
the French Comedy, to the admiration of the 
chevalier, who, having complimented him 
upon his surprising modulation, begged leave 
to dissent in sonie particulars from the opi- 
nion he had avowed. “That you have good 
actors in England,” said he, “ it would be 
unjust and absurd in me to deny ; your thea- 
tre is adorned by one woman, whose sensibil- 
ity and sweetness of voice is such as I have 
never observed on any other stage ; she has, 
besides, an elegance of person and expression 
of features,, t£at wonderfully adapt her for 
the most engaging clmracters of your beirt 
plays; and I. must freely own that I have 
been as highly delighted and as deeply aft 
, fected by a Monimia and Bclvidera at Lon- 
' don, as ever 1 was by a Cornelia and Cleo- 
patra at Paris. Your favourite actor is a sur« 
prising genius. You can, moreover, boast 
T : , 


of several comic actors, who are perfect 
masters of buflbonery and grimace; though, 
to be free with you, I Uiiiik, jn these qualifi- 
cations, you are excelled by the players of 
Amsterdam. Yet one of your gratiosos I 
cannot admire, in all the characters he as- 
sumes. His utterance *is a continual sing- 
song, like the chanting of vespers, and bis 
action resembles that of heaving ballast into 
the hold of a ship.' ;ln his outward deportment 
ho seems to have "Unfounded tlie ideas of 
dignity and insolent of mien ; acts the ' 
crafty, cool, designing Crookback, as a loud, 
shallow, blustering Hector ; in the character 
of the mUd patriot Brutus he loses nil temper 
and decorum ; nay, so ridiculous is the bo- 
liaviour of him and Cassius at their inter- 
view, that, setting foot to foot, and grinning 
at each other, with the aspect of two cob- 
biers enraged, they thrust their left sides to- 
gether with repeated shocks, that the hilts 
of their swords may ^lash for the enter- 
tainment of the audience, as if they were a 
couple of merry-andrews, endeavouring to 
raise the laugh of the vulgar, on some scaf- 
fold at Bartholomew fair. ' The despair of a 
great man, who falls a sacrifice to the infernal 
practices of a subtle traitor that enjoyed his 
confidence, this English iEsopus represents, 
by beating his own forehead, and bellowing 
like a bull ; and indeed, in almost all his most 
interesting scenes, performs such strange 
shakings of the head, and other antic gesti- 
culations, that, when 1 first saw him act, I 
imagined tlie poor man laboured under that 
paralytical disorder which is known by the 
name of St Vitus’s dance. In short, he seems 
to be a stranger to the more refined sen- 
sations of the soul, consequently liis expres- 
sion is of the vulgar kind, and he must often 
sink under the idea of the poet ; so that he 
has recourse to such violence of affected 
agitation, as imposes upon the undiscerning 
spectator, but to the eye of taste, evinces 
him a mere player of that class whom your 
admired ShoJespeare justly compares to na- 
ture’s journeymen tearing a passion to rags. 
Yet this man, in spite of all these absurdities, 
is an admirable Falstaff, exhibits the character 
of the eighth Henry to the life, is reasonably 
applauded in the Plain Dealer, excels in the 
part of Sir John Brute, and would be equal 
to many humorous situations in low comedy, 
which his pride will not allow him to under- 
take. I should not have been so severe upon 
tills actor had 1 not seen him extolled by his 
partisans with the most ridiculous and ful- 
some manifestations of praise, even in those 
very circumstartces wherein (as I have ob- 
served) he chiefly failed.” 

Rckle, not a little piqued to hear the qual- 
ifleations of such a celebrated actor in Eng- 
land treated with such freedom and disres- 
pect, uiswered, with some asperity, that the 
chevalier was a true critic, more indiistrioua 
in observing’ the blemishes, than in acknow- 
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ledging the excellencies of Uiose who fell un- 
der his examination. 

It was not to be supposed that one actor 
could shine equally in all characters; and 
though his observations were undoubtedly 
very judicious, he ^himself could not help 
wondering that some of them had always es- 
caped his notice, though he had been an as- 
siduous frequenter of the playhouse. “ The 
player in question,” said he, “ has, in your 
own opinion, considerable share of merit in 
the characters of comic life; and as to the 
manners of the great personages in tragedy, 
and the operation of the grand passions of the 
soul, I apprehend they may be variously repre- 
sented, according to the various complexion 
and cultivation of different men. A Span- 
iard, for example, though impelled by the 
same passion, will express it very differently 
from a Frenchman ; and what is looked upon 
as graceful vivacity and address by the one, 
would bo considered as impertinence and 
foppery by tJie other ; nay, so opposite is your 
common deportment from that of some other 
nations, that one of your own countrymen, 
in the relation of his travels, observes, that 
The Persians even of this age, when they see 
any man perform unnecessary gestures, say 
lic is either a fool or a Frenchman. The 
standard of demeanour being thus unsettled, 
a Turk, a Moor, an Indian, or inhabitant of 
any country, whose customs and dress are 
widely different from ours, may, in liis sen- 
timents, possess all the di^nity^of the human 
heart, and be inspired by trie noblest passion 
that animates the soul, and yet excite the 
laughter rather than the jrespect of an Euro- 
pean spectator. 

“ When I first beheld your famous Parisian 
stage-heroine, in one of her principal parts, 
her attitudes seemed so violent, and site 
tossed her arms around with such extrava- 
gance^-that she put me in mind of a wind- 
mill under the agitation of a hard gale; while 
her voice and features exhibited the lively re- 
presentation of an English scold. The action 
of your favourite male performer was, in my 
opinion, equally unnatural ; he appeared with 
the afi'ected airs of a dancing-master ; at the 
most pathetic junctures of his fate he lifted 
up his hands above his head, like a tumbler 
going to vault, and spoke as if his throat had 
boon obstructed by an hair-brush ; yet, when 
I compared their inaiiners with those of the 
people tigfore whom they performed, and 
made ’Iwance for that exaggeration which 
rblains on all thf.i^res, I was insensibly re- 
conciled to their method of performance, and 
I cenld distinguish abundance of merit be- 
neath that Mdfty of appearance.” 

The chevaUer, perceiving Peregrine a little 
irritated at what he had said, asked pardon 
for the liberty he had taken in censuring the 
English players, nesuring him that he had an 
infinite veneretioh for tho British -learning, 
genius and taste, which were so justly dis- 


tinguished in the world of letters ; and that, 
notwithstanding the severity of his criticism, 
he thought the theatre of London much bet- 
ter supplied with actors than that of Paris. 
The young gentleman thanked him for his 
polite condescension, at which Pallet exult- 
ed, saying with a shake of the head, I be- 
lieve so too, Monsieur;” and the physician, 
impatient of the dispute in which he had bore 
no share, observed, with a supercilious air, 
that the modern stage was altogether be- 
neath the notice of one who had an idea of 
ancient magnificence and execution ; that 
plays ouglit to be exhibited at tJie exjiense 
of the state, as those of Sophocles were by 
the Athenians ; and that proper judges should 
be appointed for receiving or rejecting all 
such performances os are offered to the public. 

He then described the theatre at Rome, 
which contained eighty tliousand spectators, 
gave them a learned disquisition into the na- 
ture of the persona, or mask worn by tho 
Roman actors, which (he said) was a ma- 
chine that covered the whole head, furnished 
on the inside with a brazen concavity, tliat by 
reverberating the sound, as it issued from 
the mouth, raised the voice so as to render 
it audible to such an extended audience, lie 
explained the difference between the salta- 
tor and declaraator, one of whom acted, 
while the other rehearsed the part ; and from 
thence took occasion to mention the perfec- 
tions of their pantomimes, which were so 
amazingly distinct in the exercise of tlieir 
art, that a certain Prince of Pontus, being at 
the court of Noro, and seeing one of tliem 
represent a story, begged him of the empe- 
ror, in order to employ him as an interpreter 
among barbarous nations, whose language 
he did not understand. Nay, divers cynic 
philosophers, who had condemned this en- 
tertainment unseen, when they chanced to 
be eye-witnesses of their admirable dexterity, 
expressed their sorrow for having so long de- 
barred themselves of sucli rational enjoy- 
ment. 

He dissented, howrever, from the opinion 
of Peregrine, w'ho, \is a proof of their excel- 
lence, had advanced, that some of the Eng- 
lish actors fancied themselves the very tiling 
they represented, and recounted a story 
from Lucian, of a certain celebrated panto- 
mime, who, in acting the part of Ajax, in his 
frenzy, was transported into a real fit of de- 
lirium, during wliich he tore to pieces the 
clothes of the actor who stalked before him, 
beating the stage witli iron shoes, in order, 
to increase the noise, snatched an instni- 
nient from one of the musicians, and broke 
it over the head of him who represented 
Ulysses; and, running to the consular bench, 
mistook a couple of senators for the sheep 
which were to be slain. The audience ap- 
plauded him to the skies ; hut so conscious 
was the mimic of his own extravagance, 
’when he recoveired the use of his reason, 
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that he actually fell sick with jnokification ; 
and being afterwards desired to react the 
piece, flatly refused to appear in any such 
character, saying that the shortest follies 
were the best, and that it was sufficient for 
him to have been a madman once in his life.' 


CHAPTER LII. 

An adventure happens to Pipes, in conse- 
tmence of which he is dismissed from 
Pereffrine*s service — the whole company 
set out for Ghent in the diligence — our 
hero is captivated by a lady in that car^ 
riage — interests her spiritual director in 
his behalf 

The doctor being fairly engaged on the sub- 
ject of the ancients, would have proceeded 
the Lord knows how far, without hesitation,’ 
had not he been interrupted by the arrival of 
Joltcr, who, in great confusion, told 
them, that Pipes, having affronted a soldier, 
was then surrounded in the street, and would 
certainly be put to death, if some person of 
authority did not immediately interpose in 
his behalf. 

Peregrine no sooner learned the danger of 
his trusty squire, than, snatching up his 
sword, he ran down stairs, and was followed 
6y the chevalier, entreating Iiim to leave the 
affair to his management. Within ten yards 
of the door they found Tom with his back to 
a wall, defending himself manfully with a 
mopstick against the assault of three or four 
soldiers, who, at sight of the Maltese cross, 
desisted from the attack, and were taken in- 
to custody by order of the kniglil. One of 
the aggressors, being an Irishman, begged to 
be heard with great importunity, before he 
should be sent to the guard ; and, by the me- 
diation of Pickle, was accordingly brought 
into the hotel, with his companions, alf three 
bearing upon their heads and faces evident 
marks of their adversary’s prowess and dex- 
terity. The spokesman being confronted 
with Pipes, informed the company, that, hav- 
ing by accident met with Mr Pipes, wliom he 
considered as his countryman, though for- 
tune had disposed of them in ditferent ser- 
vices, he invited him to drink a glass of wine, 
and accordingly carried him to a cabaret, 
where he introduced him to his comrades ; 
but, in the course of the conversation, which 
turned upon the power and greatness of the 
kings of Fronce and England, ISlr Pipes had 
been pleased to treat his most Christian nia- 
jesty with groat disrespect ; and when he 
(the ehtertaiiier) expostulated with him in a 
ftiendly manner about his impolite beha- 
viour, observing, that he being in the French 
service, would be under the necessity of re- 
senting his abuse, if he did not put a stop to 
il before the other gentlemen of the cloth 
should comprehend his meaning, he had set 
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them all three at defiance, dishonoured him 
in particular with the opprobrious epithet of 
rebel to his native king and country, and 
even drank (in^brokon French) to tJie perdi- 
tion of Lewis *and all his adherents 1 ':hat, 
compelled by this outrageous conduct, he, 
as the ])cr6on who liad recommended him to 
their society, had, in vindication of his own 
character, demanded satisfaction of tlic delin- 
quent, who, on pretence offetcliing a sword, 
had gone to his lodging, from whence he all 
of a sudden sallied upon them with the mop- 
stick, which he employed in the annoyance 
of them all without distinction, so lliat they 
were obliged to draw in their own defence. 

Pipes, Dciiig questioned by his master with 
regard to the truth of tliis account, owned 
that every circumstance was justly repre- 
sented ; saying, he did not value their checso- 
toastors a pinch of oakum ; and that, if the 
gentleman had not sliot in betwixt them, he 
would have trimmed tliem to such a tune, 
that they should not have had a whole yard 
to square. Peregrine reprimandc<l him sharp- 
ly for his unmannerly behaviour, and insisted 
upon his asking pardon of those lie had in- 
jured upon the spot. But no consideration 
was efficacious enough to produce BUcli con- 
cession : to this command he was both deaf 
and dumb, and the repeated threats of his 
master had no more eftbet than if they 
had been addressed to a marble ' statue. At 
length our hero, incensed at his obstinacy, 
started up, rfiid would have chastised him 
with manual operation, hod not he been pre- 
vented by the chevalier, who found means to 
moderate his indignation so far, that ho con- 
tented himself with dismissing the offender 
from Iiis service ; and after liaving obtained 
the discharge of the prisoners, ga.ve them a 
louis to drink, by way of recompense for the 
disgrace and damage, they had sustained. 

The kniglit, perceiving our young gentle- 
man very much ruffled at this accident, and 
reflecting upon the extraordinary deportment 
and appearance of his valet, wliose hair had 
by this time adopted a grizzly hue, imagined 
lie was some favourite domestic, who had 
cJTOwn grey in the service of his master’s 
family, and that of consequence he v/as un- 
easy at the sacrifice lie had made. Swayed 
by this conjecture, he earnestly solicited in 
his behalf; but all ho could obtain was a 
promise of readmitting him into favour on 
the terms already proposed, or at least on 
condition that he should make his acknow- 
ledgment to tlie chevalier, for his want of 
reverence and respect for the French mon- 
arcli. 

Upon this condescension, the culprit was 
called up stairs, and made acquainted with 
the mitigation of his fate; upon which he 
said, he would down on his marrow bones to 
his own master, but would be damned before 
he would ask pardon of e’er a Frenchman in 
Christendom. Pickle, exasperated at this 
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blunt declaration, ordered him out of his pres* 
ence, and charged him never to appw be- 
fore his face again ; while the officer in vain 
employed all his influence and address to ap- 
pease his resentment, and about midnight 
took iiis leave with*marks of mortification 
at his want of success. 

Next day the company agreed to travel 
tlirough Flanders m the diligence, by the 
advice of Peregrine, who was not without 
hope of meeting with some adventure or 
amusement in that carriage ; and Jolter took 
care to secure places for them all : it being 
resolved that the valet de chainbre and the 
doctor’s man should attend the vehicle on 
horseback ; and as for the forlorn Pipes, he 
was left to reap the fruits of his own stub* 
bom disposition, notwithstanding the united 
efforts of the whole triumvirate, who en- 
deavoured to procure his pardon. 

Every prcfvious measure being thus taken, 
they set out from Lisle about six in the 
morning, and found tlieinsclves in the compa- 
ny of a female adventurer, a very handsome 
young lady, a capuchin, and a Rotterdam 
Jew. Our young gentleman, being the first 
of this society that entered, surveyed the 
strangers with an attentive eye, and seated 
himself immediately behind the beautiful un- 
known, who at once attracted liis attention. 
Pallet, seeing another lady unengaged, in 
imitation of his friend, took possession of 
her neighbourhood ; the physician paired with 
the priest, and Jolter sat down by the Jew. 

The machine had not proceeded many 
furlongs, when Pickle, accosting the fliir in- 
cognita, congratulated himself upon his hap- 
piness in being the fellow-traveller of so 
charming a lady . She, without the least re- 
serve or affectation, thanked him fur his 
compliment, and replied, with a sprightly air, 
that now tliey were embarked in one common 
bottom, tliey must club their endeavours to 
make one another as happy as the nature ofi 
their situation would permit them to be. 
Encouraged by this frank intimation, and 
captivated by her fine black eyes and easy 
behaviour, he attached himself to her from 
that nioment ; and, in a little time, the con- 
versation became so particular, that the capu- 
fhin thought proper to interfere in the dis- 
course, ill such a manner as gave the youth 
to understand that he was there on purpose 
to superintend her conduct. lie was doubly 
I’ek iC^di at this discoverjr, in consequence of 
which he luped to profit in his addresses, not 
only by the young lady’s restraint, that never 
failsi.to operate in behalf of the lover, but also 
by the corraptibility of her guar'dian, wliom 
he did not dc^bt of rendering propitious to 
his causOi^ ' flushed with these expectations, 
he behaved with uncommon complacency to 
the father, who was charmed with the la- 
bility of his carriage, and on the faith of his 
generosity, abated of his vigilance so much, 
that .bur hero carried on Tiis suit without 


further molestation; while the painter, in 
signs and loud bursts of laughter, conversed 
with his Dulcinca, who was perfectly well 
versed in these simple expressions of satis- 
faction, and had already found means to 
make a dangerous invasion upon his heart. 

Nor were the governor and physiemn^ un- 

sclvcs in this agreeable manner. Jolter no 
sooner perceived the Hollander waa a Jew, 
than he entered into on investigation of the 
Hebrew tongue, in which he was a connois- 
seur ; and the doctor at the same time attack- 
ed the mendicant on the ridiculous maxims 
of his order, together with tl\e impositions 
of priest-craft in general, which, he observ- 
ed, prevailed so much among those who pro- 
fess the Roman catholic religion. 

Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed 
their own conversation apart, without any 
danger of encroachment; and all were so 
intent upon their several topics, that they 
scarce allowed themselves a small interval 
in viewing the desolation of Menin, as they 
passed through that ruined frontier. About 
twelve o’clock they arrived at Courtray, 
where the horses arc always changed, and 
the company halted an hour for refreshment, 
llere Peregrine handed his charmer into an 
apartment, whore she was joined by the other 
lady; and, on pretence ot seeing some of 
the churches in town, put himself under the 
direction of the capuchin, from whom he 
learned that the young lady was wife to a 
French gen I h man, to whom she had been 
married aboul a year, and that she was now 
on her journey to visit her inotlicr, who lived 
at Bnissels, and who at that t inic laboured 
under a lingering distemper, which, in all 
probability, would soon put a period to her 
life. He then launched out in praise of her 
daughter’s virtue and conjugal affection ; 
and, Ipstly, told him, that he was her father 
confessor, and pitched upon to be her con- 
ductor through Flanders, by her husband, 
who, as well as his wife, placed the utmost 
confidence in his prudence and integrity. 

Pickle easily comprehended the meaning 
of this insinuation, and took the hint accord- 
ingly. He tickled the priest’s vanity with 
cxiraordinary encomiums upon the disinter- 
ested principles of his order, which were 
detached from all worldly pursuits, and alto- 
gether devoted to the etenial salvation of 
mankind. He applauded their patience, hu- 
mility, and learning, and lavished a world of 
praise upoti their talent in poaching, which 
(he said) had more than once operated so 
powerfully upon him, that, had he not been 
restrained by certain considerations which 
he could not possibly wave, he should have 
embraced their tenets, and begged admission 
into their fraternity: but, as the circum- 
stances of his fate would not permit him to 
take such a salutary measure for the present, 
he entreated the good father to accept a 
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small token of his love and respect, fbr the 
benefit of that convent to which he belonged. 
So saying, he pulled out a purse of ten gui- 
neas, which the capuchin observing, turned 
his head another way, and, lifting up his 
arm, displayed a pocket almost as high as his 
collar bone, in which he deposited the money. 

This proof of affection for the order pro- 
duced a sudden and surprising effect upon 
the friar. In the transport of his zeal, he 
wrung this semi-convert’s hand, showered a 
thousand benedictions upon his head, and 
exhorted. him, with the tears flowing from 
his eyes, to perfect the great work which 
the finger of God had begun in his heart; 
and, as an instance, of his concern for the 
welfare of his precious soul, the holy brother 
promised to recommend him strenuously to 
the pious admonitions of the young woman 
under his care, who was a perfect saint upon 
earth, and endowed with the peculiar gift of 
mollifying the hearts of obdurate sinners. 

O father !” (cried the hypocritical projector, 
who by this time perceived that his money 
was not thrown away)i “if I could be favour- 
ed but for one half hour with the private 
instruction of that inspired devotee, my mind 
presages that I should be a strayed sheep 
brought back into the fold, and that I should 
find easy entrance at the gates of heaven ! 
there is something supernatural in her 
aspect ; I gaze upon her with the most pious 
fervour, and my whole soul is agitated with 
tumults of hope and despair!” Having pro. 
noiinced this rhapsody with transport, half 
natural^and half affected, tl\o priest assured 
him, that these were opera i ions of the spirit, 
which must not be repressed ; and comforted 
him with tlic liope of enjoying the blessed 
interview which he desired, protesting, that, 
as far as his influence extended, his wish 
should be that very evening indulged. The 
gracious pupil thanked him for his benevolent 
concern, which he swore should ifot be 
squandered upon an ungrateful object; and 
the rest of the company interrupting the 
conversation, they returned in a body to the 
inn, where they dined altogether, and the 
ladies wore persuaded to be our hero’s 
guests. 

As the subjects on which they had been 
engaged before dinner were not exhausted, 
each brace resumed their former theme when 
they wore replaced in the diligence. The 
painter’s mistress finished her conquest, by 
exerting her skill in the art of ogling, accom- 
panied by frequent bewitching sighs, and 
some tender l^ench songs, that she sung 
with such pathetic expression, as quite melt- 
ed the resolution of I^llet, and utterly sub- 
dued his affection; and he, to convince her 
of the importance of her victory, gave a spe- 
cimen of his own talents, by entertaining her 
with that celebrated English ditty, the bur- 
then of which begins with, the piffs they lie 
with their hare. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 

He makes progress in her affection — is in- 
terrupted by a dispute between Jolter and 
the Jew — appeases the wrath of the capu* 
ckiUf who procures for Mm an interview 
with his fair enslaver^ in which he finds 
himself deceived, 
i 

I Pektjorine, meanwhile, employed all his in- 
I sinuatiofi and address in practising upon the 
heart of the capuchin’s fair charge. He had 
long ago declared his passion, not in the su- 
perficial manner of a fVeiich gallant, but with 
all the ardour of an enthusiast. He had lan- 
guished, vowed, flattered, kissed her hand by 
stealth, and had no reason to complain of his 
reception. Though by a man of less san- 
guinary disposition, her particular complais- 
ance would have been deemed equivocal, and 
perhaps nothing more than thd effect of 
FVench breeding and .constitutional vivacity, 
he gave his own qualifleations credit for the 
whole, and with these sentiments carried on 
the attack with such unabating vigour, that 
she was actually prevailed upon to accept a 
ring, which he presented as a token of his 
esteem ; and every thing proceeded in a most 
prosperous train, when they were disturbed 
by the governor and Israelite, who, in the 
heat of disputation, raised their voices, and 
poured forth such effusions of gutturals, as 
set our lover’ts teeth on edge. As they spoke 
in a language unknown to every one in the 
carriage but themselves, and looked at each 
other with mutual animosity and rancour. 
Peregrine desired to know the cause of their 
contention ; upon which Jolter exclaimed in 
a furious tone, — “ This learned I^evite, for- 
sooth, has the impudence to tell me that I 
don't understand Hebrew ; and affirms, that 
the word benoni signifies child of joy ; where- 
as I can prove, and indeed have already said 
enough to convince any reasonable man, that 
in the Eeptuogint it is rightly translated into 
son of mij sorrow.^* Having thus explained 
himself to his pupil, he turned t6 the priest, 
with intention to appeal to his determination ; 
but the Jew pulled him by the sleeve with 
great eagerness, saying, "For the love of 
God be quiet, the capuchin will discover who 
we are!” Jolter, offondedat this conjunction, 
echoed, “ Who we are !” with great empha- 
sis ; and repeating nos poma natamusy asked 
ironically to which or the tribes the Jew 
thought he belonged. The T^evite, affronted 
at his comparing him to a ball of horse-dung, 
replied, w;th a most significant grin, “ To 
the tribe of Issachar.” His antagonist, tak- 
ing the advantage of his unwillingness to 
be known by the friar, and prompted by re- 
venge for the freedom he had used, answered 
in the French language, that the judgment 
of God was still manifest upon their whole 
rhee, not only in their being in the state of 
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exilos from tlioir iiJitive land, but also in the fair, that she could not refuse her helping 
spite of tlieir hearts and pravity of their dis- hand to the great work of his conversion, 
l)ositioni?, which demor»stratc them to be the and promised to grant the interview ho de- 
?rorjuine olfspring of those who cTucitied the sired. 

Saviour of the world. This agreeable piece of intelligence, which 

ilis expectation \\as, however, defeated; the capuchin cornmunicatod to Peregrine at 
liic priest himself was too deeply engaged to his return, elevated his spirits to sudi a de- 
.-iTtejid to the debates of other people. The gree, that he shone nt supper with imcom- 
physician, in pride and insolence of liis inon brilliance, in a thousand sallies of wit 
h .irning, had undertaken to display the ah. and pleasantry, tgtlie admiration and delight 
surdiry of the Christian faith ; havii^g already of all present, especially of his fair Fleming, 
(as lie thought) confuted the capuchin, touch- who seemed quite captivated by his person 
ing the points of belief in which the Roman and behaviour. 

caiholics differ from the rest of the world. The evening being thui^spent to the sat- 
Rut not contented with the imagined victory isfaction of all parties, the company broke 
ho had gained, he began to strike at the fun- np, and retired to their several apartments, 
clamciitals gf religion ; and the father, with when our lover, to his unspeakable mortillca- 
i acredible forbearance, suffered Iiiin to make tion, learned that the two ladies were obliged 
xery tree witJi the doctrine of the Trinity: to lie in the same room, all the other clmm- 
but wlien he levelled the shafts of his ridicule bers of the inn being prc-occupicd. When 
at the iinmaoulate conception of the Rlessed he imparted this difficulty to the priesi, liiat 
Virgin, th(j good man’s patience forsook him, charitable father, who was very fruitful in 
Jus eyes soeiued to kindle with indignation, expedients, assured him that his spiritual 
he trembled in every joint, and uttered with concerns should not be obstructed by such a 
a loud voice, — “ Vou are an abominable — I slewlor impediment; and accordingly avail- 
will not call thee heretic, for lliou art worse ed himself of his prerogative, by going into 
(if posjvble'^ than a Jew ; you deserve to be his daughter’s chamber wheiislie was almost 
inclosed in a furnace seven times heated, and undressed, and leading her into his own, on 
I have a good mind to lodge an information pretence of administering salutary food for 
against y<)u with the governor of Ghent, that her soul. Having brought the tw'o votaries 
you may be apprelionded and punished os an together, he prayed for success to the opera- 
impious bla‘<p}iumer.” tions of grace, and left them to their mutual 

This monaco operated like a charm on all meditations, after having conjured them, in 
present. The doctor was confounded, the the most solemn manner, to let no impure 
governor dismayed, the I^evitc’s teeth chat- sentiments, or ternptntio^\s ofthe flesh, inter- 
tcrod, the painter w\'i3 astonished at the gen- fore xvith the hallowed dt. -ign of their meeting, 
oral confusion, the cause of which he could The reverend intercessor being gone, and 
not comprehend ; and Pickle himself, not a the door fastened on the inside, the pseudo- 
little alarmed, was obliged to use all his in- convert, transported with his passion, threw 
tercst and assiduity in appeasing this son of himself at Amanda’s feet ; and begging she 
tlie church, who, at length, in consideration would spare him the tedious form of aildres- 
' of tho frieiidshij) ho professed for the young ses, which the nature oftlioir interview would 
geiillemaii, consented to forgive what had not permit him to observe, began, with all 
jiassed, but absolutely refused to sit in con- the impetuosity of love, to make the most by 
tact with such a profiine wretch, whom ho the occasion. But whether she was dis- 
looked upon as a ffend of darkness, sent by pleased by the intrepidity and assurance of 
tlie enemy of mankind to poison the minds his beliaviour, thinking Jierself entitled to 
of weak peopl ; ; so that, after having cross- more courtship and respect, or was really 
eil himself, and muttered certain exorcisms, better fortified with chastity than he or his 
he insisted upon the doctor’s changing places procurer had supposed her to be, certain it 
with the Jew, who approached the offended is, she expressed reseptment and surprise at 
ecclesiastic in an agony of fear. his boldness and presumption, and upbraided 

Matters hoing Uiua comprcuii.sed, the con- him with having imposed upon the charity 
versation flowed in a more general channel; of the friar. The young gentleman was re- 
aiui without tin* intervention of any other ally as much astonished at this rebuff", as she 
accident, or of contemion, the carriage pretended to be at his declaration, and ear- 
arrived at the city of Ghc.ii about seven in iiestly entreated her to consider how precious 
the evening. S'^pper being bespoke for the the moments were, and for once sacrifice su- 
whole company, our adventurer and his perfiuoiis ceremony to the happiness of one 
friends went put to take a superiicml view who adored her with such a flame, as could 
ofthe place, leaving his new mistress to the not fail to consume his vitals, if she would 
pious exhortations of her confessor, whom not deign to bless liim with her favour, 
(as we have already ob served"! he had seenr- Notwithstanding all his tears, vows, and 
ed in his interest. TJn^ zealous mediator supplications, his personal accomplishments, 
spoke eo warmly in Iiis commendation, and and the tempting opportunity, all that he 
interested lier conscience so much in the af- could obtain was an acknowledgment of his 
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having made an impression upon her heart, 
virhich she hoped, Uie dictates of her dut 7 
would enable her to erase. This confession 
he considered as a delicate consent ; and, 
obeying the impulse of his love, snatched her 
up in his arms, with an intention of seizing 
that which she declined to give ; when this 
French Lueretia, unable to defend her virtue 
any other way, screamed aloud ; and the ca- 
puchin, setting his shoulder to the door, 
forced it open, and entered it in an aifected 
ecstasy of amazement. He lifted up his 
hands and eyes, and pretended to be thun- 
derstruck at the discovery he had made ; then, 
in broken exclamations, professed his horror 
at the wicked intention of our hero, who had 
covered such a damnable scheme with the 
mask of religion.' 

In short, he performed his cue with such 
dexterity, that the lady, believing him in ear- 
nest, begged he would forgive the stranger, 
on account of his youth and education, which 
had been tainted by the errors of heresy : 
and he was on these considerations content 
to accept the submission of our hero, who, 
far from renouncing his expectations, not- 
withstanding this mortifying repulse, con- 
fided so much in his own talents, and the 
confession which his mistress had made, that 
he resolved to make another effort, to which 
nothing could have prompted him but the 
utmost turbulence of unruly desire. 


CHAPTER LIV. 

lie makes another ejfort towards the accom- 
plishment of his wish, which is postponed 
by a strange accident. 

He directed his valet dc cliambre, who was 
a thorough-paced pimp, to kindle some straw 
in the yard, and then pass by the door of her 
apartment, crying with a loud voice, tfiatthe 
house was on fire. Tliis alarm brought both 
ladies out of their chamber in a moment ; 
and Peregrine taking the advantage of their 
running to the street-door, entered the room, 
and concealed himself under a large table 
that stood in an unobserved comer. The 
nymphs, as soon as they understood the 
cause of his Mercury’s supposed affright, re- 
turned to their apartment, and, having said 
their prayers, undressed themselves and went 
to bed. This sceno^ which fcll under the 
observation of Pickle, did not at all contri- 
bute to the cooling of his concupiscence, but, 
on the contrary, inflamed him to such a de- 
gree, that he could scarce restrain his impa- 
tience* until by her breathing deep, he con- 
cluded the fcllow-lodger, of his Amanda was 
asleep. This welcome note no sooner sa- 
luted his ears, than he crept to his charmer’s 
bed-side, and, placing himself on his knees, 
gently laid hold on her white hand, and 
pressed it to his lips. She had just begun 

13 * 


to close her eys, and enjoy the agreeable op- 
pression of slumber, when she was roused by 
this rape, at which she started, pronouncing, 
in a tone of surprise and dismay, “ My God! 
who’s that!” The lover, with the- most in- 
sinuating humility, besought her to hear him; 
vowing, that his intention in approaching her 
thus, was not to violate the laws of decency, 
or that indelible esteem which she had en« 
graven on his heart, but to manifest his sor- 
row and contrition for the umbrage he had 
given, to pour forth the overflowings of his 
soul, and tell her that he neither could nor 
would survive her displeasure. These, and 
many other pathetic protest ations, accompa- 
nied with sighs and tears, and other express- 
ions of grief, which our hero had at com- 
mand, could not fail to melt tJie tender heart 
of the amiable Fleming, already prepossessed 
in favour of his quiilihcations. She sympa- 
thized so much with his affliction, as to w^cep 
in her turn, when she represented the im- 
possibility of her rewarding his passion ; and 
he, seizing the favourable moment, reinforc- 
ed his solicitations with such irresistible 
transports, that her resolution gave way, sht: 
began to breathe quick, expressed her fear of 
being overheard by the other lady, and, with 
an ejaculation of “ O Heavens ! I’m undone,” 
suflTered him, after a faint struggle, to make 
a lodgment upon the covered way of her 
bed. Her honour, however, vras secured for 
the present, by a strange sort of knocking 
upon the w’^ahiscot, at the other end of the 
room, hard by the bed in wliich the female 
adventurer lay. 

Surprised at thi^ circumstance, the lady 
begged him for heaven’s sake to retreat, or her 
reputation would be ruined for ever; but when 
he represented to her that her character 
would rim a much greater risk if he should 
be detected in withdrawing, she consented, 
with great trepidation, to his stay ; and tlicr 
listened in silence to the sequel of the noise 
that alarmed them. This was no other than 
an e.vpedient of the painter to awaken his 
Dulcinea, with whom he had made an as- 
signation, or, at least, interchanged such 
signals as lie thought amounted to a firm ap- 
pointment. His nymph, being disturbed in 
her first sleep, immediately understood the 
sound, and, true to the agreement, rose, and 
unbolting the door as softly as possible, gave 
him admittance, leaving it open for his more 
commodious retreat, 

While this happy gallant was employed in 
disengaging himself from the dishabilc in 
which he had entered, the capuchin, sus- 
pecting that Peregrine would make another 
attempt upon his charge, had crept silently 
to the apartment, in order to reconnoitre, 
lest the adventure should bo achieved with- 
out his knowledge : a circumstance that would 
deprive him of the profits he might expect 
from his privity and concurrence. Finding 
the door unlatched, his suspicion was con- 
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firmed, and ho made no scruple of creeping 
into the cliambcr on all four ; so that the 
painter, having stripped himself to the shirt, 
m groping about for his Dulcinea’s bed, 
cliuiiced to lajr his hand upon the shaven 
crown of the lalhcrjp head, which, by a cir- 
cular motion, the priest began to turn round 
in his grasp like a ball in a socket, to tfie sur- 
j.'fisc and consternation of poor Pallet, who, 
Iiiuing neither penetration to comprehend 
ti.c case, nor resolution to withdraw his fin- 
gers from this strange object of his touch, 
stood sweating in the dark, and venting ejac- 
iilaliona with great devotion. The friar, 
tired witli his exercise, and the painful pos- 
ture in which ho stooped, raised himself 
gradually upon his foot, heaving up at the 
barne time the hand of the painter, whoso 
terror and amazement increased to such a 
clegroo at this unaccounlablc ehwation, tha*; 
ills laculties began to lliil ; and his palm, in 
the cotifusioii of Jiis fright, sliding over the 
priest s forehead, one of Jiis fing-ers happened 
to slip into hid mouth, and was immediately 
secured between the capuchin’s teeth, with 
as firm a fixture as if it had been screwed in 
a blacksmith’s vice. The painter w’as so 
much disordered by this sudden snap, which 
tortured him to the bone, that, forgetting all 
other considerations, he roared aloud, “ Mur- 
der! a fire ! a trap, a trap I help, Christians, 
for the love of God, help !” Our hero, con- 
founded by these exclamations, which lie 
know would soon fill the roonfwith specta- 
tors, and incensed at his own mortifying dis- 
appointment, was obliged to quit the imtast- 
cd banquet, and appruacliing the cause of 
his misfortune, just as his tormentor had 
tliouglit proper to release liis finger, dis- 
cliargod such a hearty slap between his shoul- 
ders, as brought him to ihc ground with lii- 
deoiis bellowing ; then retiring unperccived 
to hi.s own chamber, was one of the first who 
returned with a light, on pretence of having 
been alarmed with his cries. ” 

The capuchin had taken the same precau- 
tion, and fidlowcd Peregrine into the room, 
pronouncing lienedicitPf and crossing him- 
«c*lt \yith many marks of astonishment. The 
physician ami Jolter appearing at the same 
time, ihe uuforlunato painter vvas found lying I 
naked on the floor, in all the agony of hoi° ] 
ror and dismay, blowing upon his left hand, 
that, hung dangling from the elbow. The 
circumstarict^ of his being found in that 
apartr.ieii., -.nd the ^^Uitude of his afilictioii, 
which wap Gxtrtrmoly ridiculous, provoked 
tlio doctor to u smile, aud produced a smoll 
relax ’tion in the seventy of the governor’s 
conntenancO ; wdiilc Pickle, testifying sur- 
prise and coficorn, lifted him from the ground, 
and iiKjiiirod inlo the cause of his prc.scnt 
situation. Having, after some recollection, 
and fruitless endeavours to speak, recovered 
the use Of his tongue, he told them that the 
house was certainly haunted by evil spirits, 


by which he had been conveyed (he knew not 
how) into that apartment, and afflicted with 
all the tortures of hell : that one of them had 
made itself sensible to liis feeling, in the shape 
of a round ball of smooth flesh, which turned 
round under his hand, like an astronomer’s 
globe, and then, rising up to a surprising 
height, was converted inlo a machine that 
laid hold on his finger, by a snap, and, hav- 
ing pinned him to the spot, he continued for 
some moments in unspeakable agony. At 
last, he said the engine seemed to melt away 
from bis finger, and he received a sudden 
thwack upon his sliould'ers,* as if discharged 
by the arm of a giant, which overthrew him 
in an instant upon the floor. The priest 
hearing this strange account, pulled out of one 
[ of his pouches apiece of consecrated can- 
ille, which he lighted immediately, and mut- 
tered certain mysterious conjurations. Jol- 
ter, irna^{ining lliat Pallet w^as drunk, sliook 
I his head, saying he believed the spirit was 
nowhere hut in his own brain. The physi- 
cian for once condescended to bo a wag, and 
looking towards one of tlio beds, observed 
that, in his opinimi, the painter had been mis- 
led by the fli'xh, and not by tlie spirit. The 
fair Fleming lay in silent astonishment and 
alfright; anti her follow-loilger, in order to 
acquit herself of ell susjiiciim, e.xclaimcd 
with incredihlo v'^luhility again.^t the author 
of this uproar, who (she did not doubt) had 
conceali‘d himself in the ajrjrtmcnt, with 
a view of perpetrating some wicked atternj)* 
upon her precio*; virtue, and was punished 
and prevented b) t '.e inimediiite interposition 
of Heaven. At her desire, therefore, and at 
the earnest solicitation of the other lady, lie 
was conducted to his own bed, aud tlie cliam- 
ber being evacuated, they locked liieir door, 
fully resolved to admit no more visitants for 
that night: while Peregniie, mad with seeing 
the delicious morsel snatclied (as it were) 
from his very lip, stalkeil thi-ongh the pass- 
age like a ghost, in hope of finding some 
opportunity of re-entenug, till the day be- 
ginning to break, lie was obliged to retire, 
cursing the idiotical conduct of tlic painter, 
which had to unluckily interfered with his 
delight. 


CHAPTER LV. 

7Viey depart from Gkerit-^vr hero engages 
in a political dispute iritk his mistress^ 
whom he offends^ and pacifies with sub- 
mission — he practises an expedient to 
detain the. carriage at Alost, and confirms 
the priest in his interest. 

Next day, about one o’clock, after having 
seen every thing remarkable in town, and 
been present at the execution of two youths, 

who were hanged for ravishing a w c, 

t''cy took their departure from Ghent, in the 
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baine can-iage which had brought them thi- 
ther ; and the conversation turning upon the 
punishment they had seen inflicted, the 
Flemish beauty expressed great sympathy 
and compassion for the unhappy sufferers, 
who (as she had been informed) had fallen 
victims to the malice of the accuser. Her 
sentiments were espoused by all the compa- 
ny, except the French lady of pleasure, who, 
thinking the credit of the sisterhood concerned 
iii the affair, bitterly inveighed against the 
profligacy of the age, and particularly the 
base and villanous attempts of man upon the 
chustity^ of the \waker sex ; saying, with a 
look of indigpation, directed to the painter, 
that, for her own part, she should never be 
able to manifest the acknowledgment she 
owed to Providence, for having protected 
her last night from the wdeked aims of un- 
bridled lust. This observation introduced a 
series of jokes, at the expense of Pallet, who 
hung lus ears, and sat with a silent air of 
dejection, fearing that, through the malevo- 
lence of the physician, his adventure might 
reach the ears of his wife. Indeed, though 
we have made shift to explain the whole 
transaction to tlie reader, it was an inextri- 
cable mystery to every individual in the dili- 
gence: because; the purl which was acted by 
the capuchin was kiiowm to himself alone ; 
and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle’s 
being concerned in the atfair; so that the 
greatest share of the painter’s sufferings were 
supposed to be the exaggerations of his own 
0 x 1 ravagant imagination. 

In the midst of their ihsrourse on this 
extraordinary subject, the driver told them, 
that they were now on the very spot where a 
delachnient of the allied army had been 
intercepted and cut off bv the French ; and, 
stopping the vehicle, entertained them with 
a local description of the battle of Melle. 
^pon this occasion, the Flemish lady, wdio, 
since her marriage, had become a kcen'parti- 
zan for the French, gave a minute detail of 
all the circumstances, as they had been re- 
presented to her by her lmsband’.s brother, 
who was i'll the action. This account, which 
sunk the number of the PVench to si.xteen, 
and raiseil that of the allies to twenty 
thousand men, w’as so disagreeable to tnith, 
as w'oll as to the laudable partiality of Pere- 
grine, that he ventured to contradict her 
assertions, and a fierce dispute commenced, 
that not only regarded the present question, 
but also coinpreiicndcd all the battles in 
which the duke of Marlborough had com- 
manded against Lewis XIV. In the course 
of these debates, slic divested the groat 
general of all the glory lie had acquired, 
by aliirming, that every victory he gained 
was purposely lost by the French generals, 
in order to bring the schemes of Madame 
de Maintenon into discredit; and, as a par- 
ticular instance, alleged, that while tiie citadel 
of Lisle was besieged, Lewis said, in pre- 
U 


sence of the dauphin, that, if the allies* 
should be obliged to raise the siege, he would 
immediately declare his marriage with that 
lady, upon which the eon sent private orders 
to Marshal Boufflers to surrender the place. 
This strange allegatioii was supported b> 
the asseverations of the priest and the cour- 
tezan, and admitted as truth by the governor, 
who jiretended to have heard it from |rood 
authority; while the doctor sat noutrai, as 
one who thought it scandalous to know tin; 
history of such modern events. The Israel- 
ite, being a true Dutchman, listed himself 
under the banners of our hero, who, in at- 
tempting to demonstrate tlie absurdity and 
improbability of what they had advanced, 
raised such a hue and cry against himself, 
and being insensibly heated in the alter- 
cation, irritated liis Amanda to such a de- 
gree, that her charming eyes kindled with 
fury, and he saw great reason to think, tlial 
if lie did not fall upon some method to de- 
precate her wrath, she would in a twinkling 
sacrifice all her esteem for him to her own 
zeal for the glory of the French nation. 
Moved by this apprehension, hLs ardour cool- 
ed by degrees, and lie insensibly detaclied 
himself from tliG argument, leaving the vvhoh; 
care of supporting it on the Jew, who, find- 
ing himself deserted, was fain to yield at 
discretion ; so tli«t tlie French remained 
masters of the field, and their young heroine 
resumed her good humour. 

Our hero Slaving prudently submitted !<» 
the superior intclligcuce of liis fair enslaver, 
began to bo harassed with the fears of losing 
lier for ever, and sqt his invention at work, 
to contrive some means of indemnifying 
himself for his assiduities, presents, and tlsc 
disappointments he had already undergone. 
On pretence of enjoying a free air, he mount- 
ed the box, and employed his elocution and 
generosity with such Success, that the driver 
undertook to disable the diligence fi-om pro- 
ceeding beyond the town of Alost for that 
day; and, in consequence of his proinisi', 
gimtly overturned, it when they wore but a 
mile short of that baiting place. He had- 
taken his measures , so discretely, that this 
accident was attended with no other incon- 
venience than a tit of fear that took possess- 
ion of the ladies, and the necessity to whicli 
they were reduced by the declaration of the 
coachman, who, upon’ e.xanuning the car- 
riagt', assured the company that tlie axle- 
tree had given way, and advised them t*» 
walk forward to the inn, where he would jog 
after them at a slow pace, and do his eiuloo- 
vour that the dainage should be immediately 
repaired. Peregrine pretended to be very 
much concerned at what had happened, and 
even cursed the driver for his iiiadvertecoy, 
expressing infinite impatience to be at Brus- 
sels, and wishing that this misfortune might 
not detain them another night upon the road; 
but v/hen his understrapper, according to hi» 
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instructionBy came afterwards to the iniiy and 
gave them to understand, that the workman 
he had employed could not possibly refit the 
machine in less than six hours, the crafty 
youth affected to lose all temper, stormed at 
his emissary, whom ^he reviled in tlie most 
opprobrious terms, and threatened to cane 
for his misconduct. The fellow protested^ 
witj^ great humility, that their being over- 
turned was owing to the failure of the axle- 
tree, and not to his want of care or dexterity 
in driving; though rather than be thought 
the cause of incommoding himj he would 
inquire for a post-chaise, in which he might 
depart for Brussels immediately. Tliis ex- 
pedient Pickle rejected unless the whole 
company could be accommodated in the 
same manner; and he had been previously 
•informed by the driver, that the town could 
not furnish more than one vehicle of that 
sort. Ilis governor, who was quite ignorant 
of his scheme, represented that one night 
would soon be passed, and exhorted him to 
bear this small disappointment with a good 
grace, especially as the house seemed to be 
well provided for their entertainment, and 
the company so much disposed to be sociable. 
The capuchin, w’ho had found his account in 
cultivating the acquaintance of the young 
stranger, was not ill pleased at this event, 
which might, by protracting the term of 
their intercourse, yield him some opportunity 
of profiting still further by his liberality; 
he therefore joined Mr Jolter in his admo- 
nitions, congratulating himself upon the 
prospect of enjoying his conversation a 
little longer than he hg.d expected. Our 
young gentleman received a compliment to 
the same purpose from the Hebrew, who had 
that day exercised his gallantry upon the 
French coquette, and was not without hope 
of reaping the fruits of his attentiop, his 
rival, the painter, being quite disgraced and 
dejected by the adventure of last night. As 
fi>r the doctor, he was too much engrossed 
in tlie contemplation of his own importance 
to interest himself in the affair, or its con- 
sequences, further than by observing, that the 
Ijuropeaii powers ought to establish public 
games, like those that were celebrated of old 
in Greece; in which case every state would 
be sujijjlicd witli such dexterous charioteers, 
as would drive a machine at full speed, within 
a liair’s bren.dth of a precipice, without any 
danger of ita^neing overthrown. Peregrine 
could not ' elp yielding to their remonstrances 
an^l united r.omphvis",oce, for wliichho thank- 
ed them in very polite terms ; and, his passion 
se$p>iogtd subside, proposed that they sliould 
amuse , Uien*.selvos in walking round the 
ramparts. He hoped to cnjmr some private 
conversatibu yrith his admired Fleming, who 
had this whole day beliaved with remarkable 
reserve. The< proposal being embraced, he 
(os usual) handed her into the street, and 
took all opportunities of promoting his suit : 


but they were attended so closely by her 
fotlier confessor, that he faresaw it would be 
impracticable to accomplish his aim, witliout 
the connivance of that ecclesiastic. This 
he was obliged to purchase with another 
purse, which he offered, and was accepted, 
as a charitable atonement for his criminal 
behaviour during the interview which the 
friar had procured for the good of his soul. 
The benefaction was no sooner made, than 
the pious mendicant edged off by little and 
little, till he joined the rest of the company, 
leaving his generous patron at full liberty to 
prosecute his purpose. It ts not to be doubt- 
ed that our adventurer made .a good use of 
this occasion : he practised a thousand dow- 
ers of rhetoric, and actually exhausted his 
I whole address, in persuading her to have 
compassion upon his misery, and indulge him 
I with another private audience, without whicli 
he should run distracted, and be guilty of 
extravagancies which, in the humanity of 
her disposition, she would weep to sec. But, 
instead of complying with his request, slic 
chid him severely ror his presumption, in 
persecuting her with his vicious addresses. 
She assured him, that although she had se- 
cured a chamber for herself in this place, be- 
cause she had no ambition to be better ac- 
quainted with the other lady, he would be lu 
the wrong to disturb her with another noc- 
turnal visit ; for she was detonninod to deny 
him admittance. The lover was comforted 
by this hint, which he understood in the true 
acceptation, and his passion being indamed 
by the obstacles l-e had mol witli, his heart, 
beat high with the prospect of possession. 
These raptures of expectation produced an 
inquietude, which disabled him from bearing 
that share of the conversation for which li«.' 
used to be distinguished. IJis behaviour at 
supper Was a vicissitude of startings and 
reveries. The capuchin, imputing this dii|^ 
order *to a second repulse from his charge, 
began to be invaded with the apprehension 
of being obliged to refund, and, in a whisper, 
forbade our hero to despair. 


CHAPTER LVI. 

Thti French coquette entraps the heart of 
the Jewt against whom Pallet enters into 
a conspiracy; hy which Peregrine is again 
disappointedy and the Hebrew's inconti- 
nence exposed. , 

MEANWiriL^!, the French syren, baulked in 
her design upon her fhiglish cully, who was 
so eos'ly disnearteno^l, and hung his ears in 
manifest despondency, rather than run the 
risk of making a voyage tliat should be alto- 
gether unprofitable, resolved to practise her 
charms upon the DNitch merchant. She had 
already made /SUch innovations upon Ins 
heart, that ho cultivated her with peculiar 



155 


ADVENTURES OF PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


complacencjr, gazed upon her with a most 
libidinous stare, and unbended his aspect 
into a grin tliat was truly Israelitish. The 
painter saw and^was offended at this corres- 
pondence, which he considered as an insult 
upon his misfortune, as well as an evident 
preference of his rival ; and,' conscious of his 
own timidity, swallowed an extraordinary 
glass, tliat his invention might be stimulated, 
and his resolution raised to the extravagance 
and execution of some scheme of revenge. 
The wine, however, failed in the expected 
effect, and, v/ithout inspiring him with the 
plan, served only to quicken his desire of 
vengeance; so that ho communicated his 
purpose to his friend Peregrine, and begged 
his assistance; but our young gentleman was 
too intent upon bis own affair to mind the 
concerns of any other person; and declining 
to be engaged in the project, Pallet had re- 
course to the genius of Pickle’s valet de 
chambre, who readily embarked in the tin- 
<lvjrtaking, and invented a plan, which was 
executed accordingly. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, 
and the company separated into their respec- 
tive apartments, Pickle repaired, in all the 
impatience of youth and desire, to the cham- 
ber of his charmer, and finding the door im- 
boltoil, entered in a transport of joy. By 
the light of the moon, which shone tbrough 
the window, he was conducted to her bed, 
which he approached in the utmost agitation, 
and perceiving her to all appearance asleep, 
essayed to wake her with a gentle kiss ; but 
this method proved ineffectual, because she 
was detennined to save herself the confusion 
of being an accomplice in his guilt. He re- 
peated the application, murmured a most pas- 
sionate salutation in her ear, and took such 
other gentle methods of signifying his pres- 
ence, as persuaded him that she vvjis resolv- 
ed to slecj), in spite of all his endeavours : 
fiushod with this agreeable supposition, he I 
locked the door, in order to prevent interrup- 1 
tion, and stealing himself under the clothes, 
set fortune at dotianco, while he held the fair 
creature circled in his arms. 

Nevertheless, near as he seemed to be to 
the happy accomplishment of his desire, his 
hope was again frustrated with a frightful 
noise, which, in a moment, awakened his 
Amanda in a fright, and, for the present, en- 
gaged all his attention. His valet de cham- 
bre, whom Pallet had consulted as a confede- 
rate in his revenge against the lady of plea- 
sure and her Jewish gallant, had hired of 
certain Bohemians, who chanced to lodge at 
the inn, a jack-ass adorned with bells, which, 
when every body was retired to rest, and the 
Hebrew supposed to be bedded with his mis- 
tress, they led up stairs into a long thorough- 
fare, from which the chambers were detach- 
ed on each side. The painter, perceiving 
the lady’s door a-jar, according to his expec- 
tation, mounted this animal, with intention 


to ride into t!ie room, and disturb the lovers 
in the midst of their mutual endearments ; 
but the ass, true to its kind, finding himself 
bestrid by an unknown rider, instead of ad- 
vancing, in obedience to his conductor, re- 
treated backwards to tjie other end of the 
passage, in spite of all the efforts of the pain- 
ter, who spurred,, and kicked, and pommelled 
to no purpose. It was the noise of this con- 
tention between Pallet and the ass which in- 
vaded the cars of Peregrine and his mistress, 
neither of whom could form the least ration- 
al conjecture about the cause of such strange 
disturbance, which increased as the animal 
approached the apartment. At length, the 
bourrique’a retrograde motion was obstructed 
by the door, which it forced open in a twink- 
ling with one kick, and entered with such a 
complication of sounds as terrified the lady 
almost into a fit, and threw her lover into 
the utmost perplexity and confusion. Tlie 
painter, finding himself thus violently intrud- 
ed into the bed-chamber of he knew not 
whom, and dreading the resentment of the 
possessor, who might discharge a pistol at 
him, as a robber who had broke into his 
apartment, was overwhelmed with consterna- 
tion, and redoubled his exertion to accom- 
plish a speedy retreat, sweating all the time 
with fear, and putting up petitions to Heav- 
en for his safety; but his obstinate compan- 
ion. regardless of his situation, instead of 
submitting to his conduct, began to turn round 
like a mill-stone, the uifited sound of his feet 
and bells producing a most surprising con- 
cert. The unfortunate rider, wdiirling about 
in this manner, woyld have quitted his seat, 
and lell the beast to his own amusement ; 
but the rotation was so rapid, that tlie terror 
of a severe fall hindered him from attempting 
to dismount, and, in the desperation of his 
Heart, he seized one of its ears, which lie 
pinched so unmercifully, that the creature 
set Up his throat, and brayed aloud. Tins 
hideous exclariiation was no sooner heard by 
the fair Plemir^, already chilled by panic, 
and prepared with superstition, than, believ- 
ing herself visited by the devil, who was per- 
mitted to punish her for her infidelity to the 
marriage bed, she uttered a scream, and be- 
gan to repeat her pater noster with a loud 
voice. Her lover, finding himself under the 
necessity of Retiring, started up, and stung 
with the most violent pangs of rage and dis- 
appointment, ran directly to the spot whence 
this diabolical noise seemed to proceed. 
The^, encountering the ass, he discharged 
such a volley of blows at him and his rider, 
that the creature' carried him off at a round 
trot, and they roared in unison all the way. 
Having thus cleared the room of such disa- 
greeable company, he went back to his mis- 
tress, and assuring iier that this was only 
some foolish prank of Pallet, took his leave, 
with a promi.se of returning after the quiet 
of the inn should be rc-establishod. 
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Tn the mean time, the noise of the bour- 
riquc, the cries of the painter, and the lady's 
scream, hail alarmed the whole house ; and 
the ass, in the precipitation of his retreat, 
seeing people with lights before' him, took 
sheiter m the apartigent for which he was at 
first designed, just as the Levite, aroused at 
tlie uproar, had quitted his Qulcinea, and was 
attempting to recover his own chamber un- 
perceived. Seeing himself opposed by such 
an animal, mounted by a tall, meagre, Ian- 
thom-jaw'd figure, half naked, with a white 
nightcap upon his head, which added to the 
natural paleness of his complexion, the Jew 
was sorely troubled in mind, and, believing 
it to be an apparition of Balaam and his ass, 
fled backward with a nimble pace, and crept 
under the bed, where he lay concealed. Mr 
Jolter and the priest, who were the foremost 
of those .who hod been aroused by the noise, 
were not unmoved when they saw such a 
spectacle rushing into the chamber, from 
whence the lady of pleasure began to shriek. 
The governor made a full halt, and the capu- 
chin discovered no inclination to proceed. 
They were, however, by the pressure of the 
crowd that followed them, thrust forward to 
the door, through which the vision entered ; 
and there Jolter, with great ceremony, com- 
plimented his reverence with the pass, be- 
seeching him to walk in. The mendicant 
was too courteous and humble to accept this 
pre-eminence, and a very earnest dispute en- 
sued; during which the ass in the course of 
his circuit, ^owed himself and rider, and in 
a trice decided the contest ; for, struck with 
the second glimpse, both ^t one instant sprung 
backward with such force, as overturned the 
next men, who communicated the impulse to 
those that stood behind them, and these again 
to others; so that the whole passage was 
strewed with a long die of people, that lay id 
a line like the sequel and dependence of a 
pack of cards. In the midst of this havoc, 
our hero returned from his own room with 
an air of astonishment, asking the cause of 
this uproar. Receiving such hints of intelli- 
genc»3 as Jolter's^ consternation would permit 
him to give, he* snatched the candle out of 
his hand, and advanced into the haunted 
chamber without hesitation, being followed 
by all present, who broke forth into a long 
and loud peal of laughter, when they perceiv- 
ed the ludicrous source of their disquiet; The 
painter hiidself made an effort to join their 
mirth ; ouL he had been so harrowed by (ear, 
end smarted so much with the pain of the 
discipline he had received from Pickle, that 
be could not, with all liis endeavour, van- 
quish the ruefulness of his countenance. Ilis 
attempt, served only to increase the awk- 
wardness nf his situation, which was not at 
all mended by the behaviour of the coquette, 
who, ftirious with her disappointment, slipped 
on a petticoat and bedgown, and, springing 
upon him like another Hecuba, with her nails 


deprived all one side of his nose of the skin, 
and would not have left him an eye to see 
through, if some of the company had not 
rescued him from her unmerciful talons. Pro- 
voked at this QUtra^, os well as b^ her be- 
haviour to him in the diligence, he publicly 
explained his intention in entering her cham- 
ber in this equipage ; and, missing the He- 
brew among the spectators, assured them 
that he must have absconded somewhere in 
the apartment. In pursuance of this intima- 
tion, the room was immediately searched, 
and the mortified lievite pulled by the heels 
from his lurking place ; so that Pallet had 
the good fortune at last to transfer the laugh 
from himself to his rival and the French ina- 
morata, who accordingly underwent the ridi- 
cule of the whole audience. 


CHAPTER LVII. 

I Pallet^ endeavouring to unravel the mystery 

of the treatment he had received^ falls 

out of the frying-pan into the fire. 

Nevkrthbi.ebs, Pallet was still confound- 
ed and chagrined by one consideration, 
which was no other than that of his having 
been so roughly handled in the chamber be- 
longing (as he round upon inquiry) to the 
handsome young lady who was under the 
capuchin's direction, He recollected that 
the door was fast locked when his beast 
burst it open ; and he had no reason to be- 
lieve that any person followed Iiim in his 
irruppon ; on the other hand, he could not 
imagine that such a gentle creature would 
either attempt to commit, or be able to exe- 
cute, such a desperate assault as that which 
his body had sustained ; and her demeanour 
was so modest and circumspect, that lie 
durst not liarbour the least suspicion of her 
virtue^ 

These reflections bewildered him in the la- 
byrinth of tliought ; he rummaged his whole 
imagination, endeavouring to account for 
virhat had happened. At length he concluded 
that either Peregrine, or the devil, or both, 
must have been at the bottom of the whole 
afi^ir, and determined, for the satisfaction 
of his Curiosity, to wach our hero's motions, 
during the remaining part of the night, so 
narrowly, that his conduct, mysterious as it 
was, should not be able to elude his pene- 
tration. 

With these sentiments he retired to his 
own room, after the ass had been restored 
to the right owners, and the priest had visit- 
ed and confirmed his fair ward, who had 
been almost distracted with fear. Silence 
no sooner prevailed again, than he crawled 
darkling towards her door, and huddled him- 
self up in an obscure corner, from whence he 
might observe the ingress or egress of any 
human creature. lie had not long remained 
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in this posture, when, fatigued with this 
adventure, and that of the preceding night, 
his faculties were gradually overpowered 
with slumber ; and!, falling fast asleep, he 
began td snore like a whom congregation of 
prpbyterians. The Flemish beauty, hearing 
ihis discordant noise in the passage, began to 
be afraid of some new alarm, and very pru« 
ilently bolted her door ; so that when her 
lover wanted to repeat his visit, . he was not 
uuly surprised and incensed at this disagree- 
able serenade, the author of which -he did 
not know, but when compelled by his pas- 
nion, which was hy this time wound to the 
highest pitch, ^ be ventured to approach the 
entrance, he hod the extreme mortification to 
find himself shut out. He durst not knock 
or signify his presence in any other manner, 
on account of the lady’s reputation, which 
would have greatly suffered* had the snorer 
been waked by his endeavours. Had he 
known that the person who thus thwarted 
his views was the painter, he would have 
taken some effectual stdp to remove him ; 
but he could not conceive what should in- 
duce Pallet to take up his residence in that 
corner ; nor could he use the assistance of a 
light to distinguish him, because there was 
not a candle burning in the house. 

It is impossible to describe the rage and 
vexation of our hero, while he continued 
thus tantalized upon the brink of bliss, after 
his desire had been exasperated by the 
circumstances of his two former disappoint- 
ments. He ejaculated a thousand execrations 
against his own fortune, cursed his fellow- 
travellers without exception, vowed revenge 
against the painter, who had twice confound- 
ed his most interesting scheme, and was 
tempted to execute immediate vengeance 
upon the unknown cause of his present mis- 
carriage. In this agony of distraction did 
he sweat two whole hours in the passage, 
though not without some faint hopbs of 
being delivered from his tormentor, who, he 
imagined, upon waking, would undoubtedly 
shift his quarters, and leave the field free to 
his designs ; but when he heard the cock 
repeat his salutation to the morn, which be- 
gan to open on tlie reai* of night, he could 
no longer restrain liis indignation. Going 
to his own chamber, he filled a basin with 
cold water, and, standing at some distance, 
discharged it full in the face of tiie gaping 
snorer, who, over and above the surprise 
occasioned by the application, was almost 
suffocated by the liquor that entered his 
mouth, and ran down into his wind-pipe. 
While he gasped like a person half drowned, 
without knowing the nature of his disaster, 
or remembering the situation in which he 
fell asleep, Peregrine retired to his own door, 
and, to his no small astonislunent, from a 
long howl that invaded his ears, learned that 
the patient was no other than Pallet, who 


had now for the third time baulked his good 
fortune. 

Enm^d at the complicated trespasses of 
this uniortunate offender, he rushed ftpm his 
apartment with a horse-whip, and encounter- 
ing the painter in his flight, overturned him 
in the passage. There* Tie exerted the in- 
strument of his Wrath with great severity, 
on pretence of mistaking him for some pre- 
sumptuous cur, which had disturbed the re- 
pose of the inn ; nay, when he called aloud 
for mercy in a supplicating tone, and his 
chastiser could no longer pretend to treat 
him as a quadruped, such was the virulence 
of the young gentleman’s indignation, that 
he could not help declaring his satisfaction, 
by telling Pallet he had richly deserved the 
punishment he had undergone, for his mad- 
ness, folly, and impertinence, in contriving 
and executing such idle schemes, as had no 
other tendency than that of plaguing his 
neighbours. 

Pallet protested with great vehemence, 
that he was innocent a8< the child unborn, of , 
an intention to give unibra^ to any person 
whatever, except tho Israelite and his doxy, 
who he knew had incurred his displeasure. 

‘I But, as God is my saviour,’’ said he, ‘*1 be- 
lieve I am persecuted with witchcraft, and 
begin to think that damned priest is an agent 
for the devil; for he has been but two nights 
in our company, during which I have not 
closed an eye, but, on the contrary, have 
been tormented by all the fiends of hell.” 
Pickle peevishly replied, that his torments 
had been occasioned by his own foolish ima- 
gination ; and aski^ him how he came to 
howl in that corner; the painter, wlio did not 
think proj>er to own the truth, said that he 
had been transported thither by some preter- 
natural conveyance, and soused in water by 
an invisible Jiand. The youth, in hope of 
profiting by his absence, advised him to 
retire immediately to his bed, and by sleep 
strive to comfort his brain, which seemed to 
be not a little disordered by the want of that 
refreshment. Pallet himself began to be very 
much of the same way of thinking; and^ in 
compliance with such wholesome counsel, 
betook himself to rest, mutterijig prayers all 
tho way for the recovery of his own under- 
standing. 

Pickle attended him to his chamber, and, 
locking him up, put tho key in his own 
pocket, tJmt he might not have it in his 
power to interrupt him again j but in his re- 
turn he was met by Mr Jolter and the doctor, 
who had been a second time alarmed by the 
painter’s cries, and come to inquire about 
this new adventure. Hdf frantic with such 
a series of disappointments, he cursed them 
iaiiis heart for their unseasonable appearance. 
When they questioned him about Pallet, be 
told them* he had found liim stark staring 
mad, howling in a corner, and wet to the 



158 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


skin, and conducted him to his room, where j 
lie was now a-bed. The physician, hearing 
this circumstance, made a merit of his vani« 
ly ; and, under pretence of concern for the 
liatient’s welfare, desired he might have an 
opportunity of examining the symptoms of 
Jiis disorder withouf loss of time ; alleging 
that many diseases might have been stifled 
in the birth, which afterwards baffled all the 
endeavours of the medical art. The young 
gfmtlernan accordingly delivered the key, 
and once more withdrew into his own 
chamber, with a view of seizing the first 
occasion that should present itself of re- 
newing his application to his Amanda’s 
door ; while the doctor, in his way to Pal- 
let’s apart.ment, hinted to the governor his 
suspicion that the patient laboured under 
that dreadful symptom called the hydro- 
phobia, which, he observed, had sometimes 
appeared in persons who were not previous- 
ly bit by a mad dog. This coniectnre he 
founded upon the howl he uttered wlien he 
was soused with water, and began to recol- 
lect certain circumstances of the painter’s 
behaviour for some days past, which now he 
could plainly perceive had prognosticated 
some such calamity. He then ascribed the 
distemper to tlie violent frights he had lately 
undergone; affirmed that the affair of the 
bastile had made such a violent encroach- 
ment upon his understanding, that his man- 
ner of thinking and speaking was entirely 
altered. By a theory of his own invention, 
he explained the effect of fear upon a loose 
system of nerves, and demonstrated the 
modus in which tho animal spirits operate 
upon the ideas and power of imagination. 

This disquisition, which was communicat- 
ed at the painter’s door, might have lasted 
till breakfast, had not Joltcr reminded liim 
of his own maxim, Vcnicnii occurrile mor- 
bo; upon which he put the key to immediate 
use, and they walked softly towards the bed, 
^vhere the patient Jay extended at full length 
in tJie arms of sleep. The physician took 
notice of bis breathing ha.rd, and his mouth 
being open ; and from these diagnostics de- 
clared that the liquidum nervosum was in- 
timatcly affiseted, and the saliva impregnat- 
ed with the splculated particles of the vines, 
Jjo’Aisoevcr contracted. This sentence was 
still %rther confirmed by the state of his ! 
pulse, which, being full and slow, indicated 
an oppress^ circulation, from a loss of elas- 
ficity tho ptopcll is ig arteries. He propos- 
ed chat he should iirmiedialely suffer a second 
aspersion of water, which would not only 
contribute to the cure, but also certify them 
bc/ond al) possibility of doubt, willi reganl 
to the state of the disease; for it would evi- 
dently appear from the manner in which ho 
would bear the application, wliether or not 
his horror of water amounted to a confirmed 
hydrophobia. Mr Jolter, in compliance with 
this proposal, began to empty a bottle of 


water, wliich he found in the room, in a basin ; 
when he was interrupted by the prescriber, 
who advised him to use tho contents of the 
chamber-pot, which, being imprecated with 
salt, would operatfe more effectually than the 
pure element. Thus directed, the governor 
lifted up the vessel, whicli was replete with 
medicine, and, with one turn of his hand, 
discharged the whole healing inundation upon 
the ill-omcncd patient, who, waking in the 
utmost distraction of horror, yelled most hide- 
ously, just at the time when Peregrine had 
brought his mistress to a parley, and enter- 
tained hopes of being admitted into her cham- 
ber. 

' Terrified at this exclamation, she instantly 
broke off the treaty, beseeching him to retire 
from the door, that her honour might receive 
no injury from his being found in that place : 
and he had just enough of recollection left ro 
see the necessity of obeying the order in 
conformity to which he retreated, well nigli 
deprived of his senses, and almost persuaded 
that so many unaccountable disappointments 
must have proceeded from some supernatural 
cause, of which the ideot Pallet was no mure 
than the involuntary instramoiit. 

Meanwhile the doctor, having ascertained 
the malady of the patient, whose cries, in- 
terrupted b^' frequent sobs and sighs, he in- 
terpreted into ♦lie barking of a dotr, and hav- 
ing no more salt water at hand, resolved 
to renew tlie bath with such materials as 
chance would afford. He actually laid hold 
of the bottle basin ; but by this time the 
painter had rci.ovcred the use of his senses 
so well, as to jierceive his drift ; and, starting 
up like a frantic bedlamite, ran directly to 
liTS sword, swearing, with many horrid im- 
precations, that he would murder them both 
immediately, if he should be hanged before 
dinner. They did not chnse to wait the is- 
i sue of his threat, but retired with such pre- 
cipitation, that the physician had almost dis- 
located his shoulder, by running against one 
side of the entry. JoJlcr, having pulled tlie 
door after him, and turned the key, betook 
himself to flight, roaring aloud for assistance. 

, His colleague, seeing the door secured, valu- 
I ed himself upon his resolution, and exhorted 
him to return ; declaring, that, for his own 
part, he was more afraid of tho madman’s 
teeth than of his weapon, and admonishing 
the governor to ro-ent(jr, and execute what 
they had left nndono. “ (ro in,” said he 
** without fear or appreh.cnsion, and if any 
accident shall happen to you, either from his 
slaver or his sword, I will assist yon with my 
advice, which from thin station I can more 
coolly and distinctly administer, than I should 
be able to supply, if my ideas were disturbed, 
or my attention engaged in any personal 
concern.” 

Jolter, who could make no objection to tiie 
justness of the conclusion, frankly owned, 
that he liad no inclination to try tho e.xperi- 
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inent; obsiTviiig that selt-proservation v/as 
t he first law of nature ; that his connexions 
with the ujihappy lunatic were but slight; 
and that it could not be reasonably expected 
that he would run such risks for his service, 
as were declined by one who had set out wnth 
him from England on the footing of a com- 
panion. This insinuation introduced a dis- 
pute upon the nature of benevolence and the 
moral sense, which, the republican argued, 
existed independent of any private considera- 
tion, and could never be affected by any con - 1 
tingent circumstance of time and fortune; 
while the other, •who abliorred his principles, | 
asserted the duties and excellence of private 
friendship with infinite rancour of altercation. 

During the hottest of the argument, they 
were joined by th<; capuchin, wmo, being as- 
tonished to see them thus virulently engaged 
at the door, and to hear the painter bellow- 
ing within the chamber, conjured them, in the 
name of God, to toil him the cause of that 
confusion which lead kept the whole house in 
continual alarm during the best part of the 
night, and seemed to be the immediate work 
of the devil and his angels. When the go- 
vcTjjpr gave him to understand that Pallet 
was visited with an evil spirit, ho muttered 
a prayer of St Antonio de Padua, and under- 
took to cure the painter, provided he could 
be secured, so as that he might, without dan- 
ger to himself, burn part of a certain relic I 
under his nose, which he assured them was 1 
equal to the miraculous power of Eloazar’s 
ring. They expressed great curiosity to 
know what this treasure was ; and the priest 
was prevailed upon to tell them, in confi- 
dence, that it \vas a collection, of the parings 
of the nails belonging to those two rnatlmen , 
whomJesus purged of the legion of devils that 
afterwards entered the swine. So saying, 
lie pulled from one of his pockets a small 
box, containing about an ounce of the pair- 
ings of an iiorsc's hoof; at the sight of which 
the governor could not help smiling, on ac- 
rount of the grossness of the imposition. 
The doctor asked, with a supercilious smile, I 
whether those maniacs, whom Jesus cured, 
Vi^cre of the sorrel complexion, or dnpple 
grey; fr»r, from the texture of these parings, 
he could prove, that, the original owners were 
of the (jiiadnipcd order, and oven distinguish I 
that their feet had been fortified with shoes ' 
of iron. 

The mendicant, who bore an inveterate 
grudge against this son of jEscuIapius, ever 
since he had ma<le so free witli the catholic 
religion, replied, with great bitterness, that 
he was a wretch, with whom no Christian 
ought to communicate. ; that the vengeance 
of Heaven would one day overtake him, on 
acc(»urit of his profanity ; and that his heart 
\/as sliod with a metal much harder than 
iron, which nothing but hell-fire would be 
able to melt. 

It was now broad day, and all the servants 


of the inn were a-foot. Peregrine, seeing 
it wouhl be impossible to obtain any sort of 
iiidemuificatioa for the time he had lost, 
and the perturbation of his spirits hindering 
him from enjoying repose, which was, more- 
over, obstructed by thq noise of Pallet and 
his altendants, put on his clothes at once, 
and, in exceeding ill humour, arrived at the 
spot where this triumvirate stood debating 
about the means of overpowering the furious 
painter, who still continued his song of oaths 
and execrations, and made sundry efforts to 
break open the door, (chagrined as our 
hero was, he could not help laughing when 
he heard how the patient had been treated ; 
and his indignation changing into compas- 
sion, he called to him through the key-hole, 
desiring to know the reason of his distracted 
behaviour. Pallet no sooner recogni.sed his 
voice, than lowering his own to a whimper- 
ing tone, — “ My dear friend,” said he, “ T 
have at last detected the ruffians who liave 
persecuted me so much. I caught them in 
the fact of suffocating me with cold water ; 
and by the Lord I will be revenged, or may I 
never live to finish iny Cleopatra.. For the 
love of God, open the door, and I will make 
that conceited pagan, that pretender to taste, 
that false ^levotee of the ancients, wlio poi- 
sons people with sillykickabics and devil’s 
dung ; I say, I will make him a monument 
of niy wrath, and an example to all tlio 
cheats and impostors of the faculty : and as 
for tliat thick-lieaded insolent pedant, his 
confederate, who emptied my own jordan 
j upon me wliile 1 slept, he had better been 
I in his beloved Pa/is, hatching schemes for 
Ins friend the pretender, than incur the ef- 
fects of my rcsenlrnent ; gadsbodikins ! I 
won’t leave him a windpipe for the bang- 
man to stop at the end of another rebellion.” 

I Pickle told him that his conduct had been 
so extravagant, as to confirm the wliole com- 
pany in the belief that he Wtas actually de- 
prived of his senses ; on which supposition 
Mr Joltcr and the doctor liad acted the part 
of friends, in doing that which tliey tliought 
most conducive to his recovery ; so that 
their concern merited his thankful acknow- 
ledgment, instead of his frantic menaces ; 
that, for his own part, he would be the first 
to condemn him, as one utterly bereft of bis’ 
wits, and give orders for his being secured 
as a madman, unless he would immediately 
give a proof of his sanity, by laying aside his 
sword, composing his spirits, and I hanking 
his in jured friends for their care of his person. 

This alternative quieted his tran.'^ports in 
a moment ; he was terrified at the apprehen- 
sion of being treated like a bedlamite, being 
dubious of tno state of his own brain ; and, 
oil the other hand, had conceived such a hor- 
ror and antipathy for his tormentors, that, 
far from believing himself obliged by what 
I they bad done, lie could not ovch think of 
! them without the utmost rage and detesta- 
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tion. lie, ihcrtfore, in the most tranquil giving him such disturbance. He. declared, 

voice lie could assume, protested, that he in the most solemn manner, that he had no 

never was less out of his senses than at pre- other intention than that of contributing to- 

sent, though he did not know how long he wards his welfare, and that his behaviour 

might retain them, if he should be considered was the result of the physician’s prescrip- 
m the light of a lunatic ; that, in order to' tion, which he affirmed was absolutely neccs- 
prov(? his being comfos mentis, he was will- sary for the recovery of his health, 
iiig to sacrifice the resentment he so justly The painter, who had very little gall in 
liarhoured against those who, by their malice, his disposition, was satisfied with this apolo- 
had brought him to this pass ; but, as he ap- gy ; but his resentment, which was before 
}>rohendcd it would be the greatest sign of divided, now glowed with double fire against 
madness he could exhibit, to thank them for his first fellow-traveller, whom he looked 
the mischiefs they had brought upon him, he upon as the author of all the mischances he 
desired to be excused from making any such had undergone, and markeckout for his ven- 
conccssion : and swore he would endure geance accordingly. Yet the doors of recon- 
cvery thing, rather than be guilty of such ciliation were not shut against the doctor, 
mean absurdity. who, with great justice, niiglit have trans- 

Peregrine held a consultation upon this ferred this load of offence from himself to 
reply, when the governor and physician stre- Peregrine, who was, without doubt, the 
miously argued against any cajiitulation with source of the painter's misfortune : but, in 
a maniac, and proposed that some method that case, he must have owned himself mis- 
might be taken to seize, fiitter, and convey taken in his medical capucity ; and he did 
him into a dark room, where ho might be not think the friendship of Pallet important 
treated according to the rules of art. But enough to be retrieved by such condesceii- 
the capuchin, understanding the circumstan- sion ; so that he resolved to neglect him 
CCS of the case, undertook to restore him to entirely, and gradually forget llie funner 
his former state, without having recourse to correspondence he had maintained w^h a 
any such violent measures. Pickle, who person whom he deemed so unworthy or his 
was a better judge of the aftair than any per- notice, 
son present, opened the door without further 
hesitation, and displayed the poor painter 

standing with a woful countenance, shivering CHAPTER LVIII. 

in his shirt, which was as wet as if he had been 

dragged through the Dendcr:«a spectacle Peregrine, almost distracted with his dis~ 
which gave such offence to the chaste eyes appointment*!, conjures the fair Fleming 

of the Hebrew’s mistress, who was by this to permit his visits at Brussels — she 

time one of the spectator's, that she turned withdraws from his pursuit. 
her head another way, ai\d withdrew to her 

own room, exclaiming against the indecent Things being thus adjusted, and all the 
jiractices of men. company dressed, they went to breakfast 

Pallet, seeing the young gentleman enter, about five in the morning ; and in less than 
ran to him, and, shaking him by the hand, an hour after were seated in the diligence, 
callffd hini his best friend, and said he had where a profound silence prevailed. Pcrc- 
rescued him from those who hod a design grine, tvho used to be the life of the society, 
against his life. The priest would have pro- was extremely pensive and melancholy on 
duced his parings, and applied them to his account of his mishap ; the Israelite and his 
nose, but was liindcrod by Pickle, who advis- Dulcinea dejected, in consefpionce of their 
ed the patient to shift himself, and put on disgrace ; the poet absorpt in lofty incdita- 
hiB clothes. This being done with great or- tion, the painter in schemes of revenge, 
der and deliberation, Mr Jolter, who, with while Jolter, rocked by the motion oftliecar- 
ihe doctor, had kept a wary distance, in ex- riago, made himself amends for the want of 
pct/iation of seeing some strange effects of rest he had sustained; and the mendicant, 
liis distraction, began to believe that ho had with his fair charge,- were infected by the 
been guilty of a mistake, and accused the cloudy aspect of our youth, in whose disaj?- 
physician of having misled him by his false pointinent each of them, for different reasons, 
dbgn .Vc„ The doctor still insisted upon bore no inconsiderable share. This general 
nis former dec!a>'ation, assuring him, that languor and recess from all bodily exercise 
although Pallet enjoyed a short interval for disposed them all to receive the gentle yoke 
the present, the delirium would soon recur, of slumber; and, in half an hour after they 
unless they would profit by this momentary had embarked, there was not one of them 
calm, and ordered him to be blooded, blis- awake, except our hero and his mistress, 
tcred, and purged, with all imaginable dis- unless the capuchin was pleased to counter- 
P^tch. feit sleep, in order to indulge our young gen- 

The ^vomor, however, notwithstanding tlcrnan with an opportunity of enjoying some 
this caution, advanced to the injured party, private conversation with his beauteous 
and begged pardon for the share he had in ward. 
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Peregrine did not neglect the occasion ; 
but, on the contrary, seizx^d the first minute, 
and, in gentle murmurs, lamented his hard 
hap in being thus the sport of fortune. lie 
assured her (and that with great sincerity), 
that all the cross accidents of his life had not 
cost him one half of the vexation and keen- 
ness of chagrin which he had suffered last 
night ; and that, ndw he was on the brink of 
parting from her, lie should be overwhelmed 
with the blackest despair, if she would not 
extend her compassion so far as to give him 
an opportunity ^of sighing at her feet in 
Brussels, during* the few days his affairs 
would pcrmi^ him to spend in that city. 

This young lady, with an air of mortifica- 
tion, expressed her sorrow for being the in- 
nocent cause of his anxiety ; said, slie hoped 
last night’s adventure would be a salutary 
warning to both their souls, for she was per- 
suaded that her virtue was protected by the 
intervention of Heaven ; that, whatever im- 
pression it might have made upon him, she 
was enabled by it to adhere to that duty from 
which her passion had begun to. swerv'C ; and, 
beseeching him to forget her for his own 
peace, gave him to understand, that neither 
the plan she had laid down for her own con- 
duct, nor the dictates of her honour, would 
allow her to receive his visits, or carry on 
any other correspondence with him, while 
she was restricted by the articles of her mar- 
riage vow. 

This explanation produced such a violent 
effect upon her admirer, that he was for some 
minutes deprived of the faculty of speech ; 
which he no sooner recovered, than he gave 
vent to the most unbridled transports of pas- 
sion. He taxed her with barbarity and in- 
difference ; told iinr, that she had robbed him 
of his reason and internal peace; that he 
would follow her to the ends of the earth, 
and cease to live sooner than cease to love 
lior; that ho would sacrifice the innocent fool 
who had been the occasion of all this disquiet, 
and murder every man whom he considered 
as an obstniction to his views. In a word, 
his passions, which had continued so long in 
a state of the highest fermentation, together 
with the want of that repose which calms and 
quiets the perturbation of tlie spirits, had 
wrought him up to a pitch of real distraction. 
While he uttered those delirious expressions, 
the tears ran down his cheeks ; and he under- 
went such agitation that the tender heart of 
the fair Fleming woq affected with his con- 
dition ; and, while her own face was bedew- 
ed with the streams of sympathy, she begged 
him, for Heaven’s sake, to be composed ; 
and promised, for his satisfaction, to abate 
somewhat of the rigour of her purpose. Con- 
soled by this kind declaration, ho recollected 
Jiimself; and, taking out his pencil, gave her 
liis address, when she had assured him that 
he should hear from lier in four-and-tw’enty 
hours at farthest after their separation. 

V 


Thus soothctl, he regained the empire of 
himself, and, by degrees, recovered his se- 
renity. But this was not the case with his 
Amanda, who, from this sample of his dis- 
position, dreaded the impetuosity of his youth, 
and was cflectually deierred from entfring 
into any engagements that miglit subject her 
peace and reputation to the rash effects of 
such a violent spirit. Though she was cap- 
tivated by his person and accomplislmients, 
she had reflection enough to foresee, that the 
longer she countenanced his passion, her own 
heart would be more and more irretrievably 
engaged, and the quiet of her life the more 
exposed to continual interruption. She there- 
fore profited by these considerations, and a 
sense of religious honour, which helped her 
to withstand the suggestions of inclination, 
and resolved to amuse her lover with false 
hopes, until she should have it in her power 
to relinquish his conversation, without run- 
ning any risk of suffering by the inconsider- 
ate sallies of his love. It was with this view 
that she desired he would not insist upon at- 
tending lier to her mother’s house, when the 
diligence arrived at Brussels ; and he, cajoled 
by her artifice, took a formal leave of her, 
together with the other strangers, fixing his 
habitation at the inn to which he and his fel- 
low-travellers had been directed, in the im- 
patient expectation of receiving a kind sum- 
mons from her within the limited time. 

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagi- 
nation, he went to see the stadthouso, park, 
and arsenal, took a superficial view of the 
bookseller’s cabinet of curiosities, and spent 
the evening at the Italian opera, which was 
at that time exhibited for the entertainment 
of Prince Charles of Lorraine, then governor 
of the Low Countries. In short, the stated 
period was almost elapsed, when Peregrine 
received a letter to this purpose : 

“ Sir If you knew what violence I do my 
own heart, in declaring that I have with- 
drawn myself fore/er from your addresses, 
you would surely applaud the sacrifice I make 
to virtue, and strive to imitate this example 
of self-denial. Yes, Sir, Heaven hath lent 
mo grace to struggle with my guilty passion, 
and henceforth to avoid the dangerous sight 
of him who inspired it. I therefore conjure 
you, by the regard you ought to have fi)r the 
eternal welfare of us both, as well as by the 
esteem and affection you profess, to war 
with your unruly inclination, and desist from 
all attempts of frustrating the laudable reso- 
lution 1 have made. Seek not to invade the 
peace of one who loves you, to disturb the 
quiet of a family that never did you wrong, 
and to alienate tne thoughts of a weak woman 
from a desendng man, who, by the most sa- 
cred claim, ought to have the full possession 
of her heart.” 

This billot, without either date or subscrip- 
tion, banished all remains of discretion from 
the mind of our hero, wlio ran instantly to 



102 


LETTS SELKCT WORKS. 


the landlord, in all the ocsta«y of madness, 
and demanded to see the messennror who 
brouglit the letter, on pain of putting his 
w hole family to the sword. The innkeeper, 
terri*i('d by fiis looks a!id menaces, foil tipon 
Ills !{ncc.s, protesting in the face of heaven, 
that ho was utterly ignorant and innocent of 
jiny tiling that could give him offence, and 
l!iat the billet was brouglit by a person whom 
be did not know, and who rtilired immedi- 
.‘i^oly, saying it required no answer. He 
t ‘.oil gave utterance to his fury in a thousand 
iiii.irccations and invectives against the wri- 
ter, whom he dishonoured with the appella- 
tions of a coquette, a jilt, an adventurer, who, 
by means of a pimping priest, had defrauded 
liini of his n.oney. lie denounced vengeance 
against the mendicant, whom he swore he 
would destroy, if ever he set eyes on him 
again. Tlie painter, unluckily appearing 
during this paroxysm of rage, he seized him 
by the throat, saying, he was ruined by h's 
accursed folly ; and, in all likelihood, poor 
Tallet would have been strangled, had not 
Joker interposed in his belialf, beseeching 
hi.s pujiil to have mercy upon tlie sufferer, 
and, with infinite anxiety, desiring to know 
the cause of this violent assault. He receiv- 
ed no answer but a string of incoherent 
curse.^. When the painter, with unspeak- 
ahl(j astonishment, took God to witness that 
he had done nothing to disoblige him, the go- 
vernor began to think, in sad earnest, that 
Peregrine’s vivacity had at Icligth risen to 
the transports of actual madness, and was 
himself almost distracted with this supposi- 
tion. That he might thii better judge what 
remedy ought to be applied, he used his whole 
influence, and practised all his eloquence upon 
the youth, in order to b arn the immediate 
cause of his delirium, lie employed the most 
j)?..lhelic entreaties, and even shed tears in 
the cour.se of his supplication ; so that Pic- 
l.'Ie (the first violence of the hurricane being 
blown over) was ashamed oflibs own irapru- 
dciicc, and retired to his chamber, in order 
to re-col h ct his dissipated thougJits. There 
Isc shut himself up, and, for the .‘second time 
perusing the fatal epistle, began to waver in 
his opinion of the author’s character and in- 
tention, lie Boinetiines considered her as 
one of t nose nymphs who, under the mask of 
innocence and simplicity, practise upon the 
Jiearts and purses of unwary and unexperi- 
enced Thir. v/as the suggestion of 

liis wrath, inflao.ed Siy disappointment ; but 
when he ret’eaedupon the circumstances of 
her behaviour, and recalled her particular 
charms to his imagination, the severity of 
his cou.-i!re gave way, and his heart declared 
in favour of her sincerity. Yet even this 
consideration aga[ravated the sense of his 
lo-'s, and he was in danger of relapsing into 
his former distraction, v/hen his passion was 
a. little hecalmcd by the lioj)t2 of seeing her 
agai;!, eitlier by accident, or in tlie course of 


a diligent and minute inquiry, which he forth- 
with rosoh ed to set on foot. He had reason to 
believe that her own heart would espouse his 
cause, in spite of her virtue’s determination, 
and did not do.spair of meeting with the capu- 
chin, wliosc good office.s he knew he could 
at any time command. th>mfortcd with these 
reflections, the tempest of his soul subsided. 
In less than two hours he joined his company, 
with an air of composure, and asked the 
painter’s forgiveness for the freedom he had 
taken — the cause of which he promised here- 
after to explain. Pallet was glad of being re - 
oonciled on any terms to ofio whose counte- 
nance supported him in equilihrio with his 
antagonist the doctor ; and Mr Jolter was re- 
joiced beyond measure at his pupil’s recovery. 

CHAPTER idX. 

Peregrine meets wtth Mrs Hornbeck, and 
is consoled for his loss — his vale.l dt* 
chamhre is eynhroiled with her duenna ^ 
whoMt however t he finds means to ‘ap- 
pease. 

Every thing having thus resumed its natu- 
ral channel, they dined togetiier m gnjat 
tranquillity. In the afternoon. Peregrine, 
on pretence of staying at home to write let- 
ters, while his companions were at the coffee- 
house, ordered a coach to bo called, and, 
with his valet do charnbre, who was the only 
person acquainteu with the present state of 
his thoughts, set out for the promenade, to 
which all the ladies of fashion resort in the 
evening during the summer season, ui hopes 
of seeing his fugitive among the rest. 

• Having made a circuit round tlie walk, 
and narrowly observed every female in the 
place, he perceived at some distance the 
livery of Hornbcck upon a lacquey that stood 
at thel)ack of a coach; upon which ho or- 
dered his man to reconnoitre the said car- 
riage, while he pulled up his glasses, that ho 
might not be discovered, before he should 
have received some intelligence, by which 
he might conduct himself on this unexpected 
occasion, that already began to interfere with 
the purpose of his coming thither, thougli it 
could not dispute his attention with the idea 
of bis charming unknown. 

His Mercury having made liis observa- 
tions, reported, that there was nobody in the 
coach but Mrs Hornbeck and an elderly 
woman, who had all the air of a duenna, and 
that the servant was not the same footman 
that had attended them in Prance. En- 
couraged by this information, our hero order- 
ed himself to be driven close up to that side 
of tlieir convenience on which his old mis- 
tress .sat ; and accosted her with the usual 
s.ilutaMon. This lady no sooner behold her 
gallant, tlian her chee’is reddened v/ith a 
double glow ; and she exclaimed, — “ Dear 
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brother, I om overjoyed to see you ; pray 
come into our coach.’* lie took the hint 
immediately, and, complying with her re- 
fpiest, embraced this new sister with great 
• affection. 

Perceiving that her attendant was very 
mucli surprised and alarmed at this unexpect- 
ed meeting, she, in order to banish her sus- 
picion, and at the same time give her lover 
ins cue, told him, that his brother (meaning 
licr husband) was gone to the Spa for a few 
weeks, by the advice of physicians, on ac- 
count of Jiis ill estate of health ; aud that, 
from his last letter, she had the pleasure to 
toll him, he \\%s in a fair way of doing well. 
Tlie young gentleman expressed hia satis, 
faction at this piece of news ; observing, 
with an air of fraternal concern, that if his 
brother had not made too fret) with his con- 
stitution, his friends in England would have 
had no occasion to repine at his absence and 
want of health, by which he was banished 
from his own country aud connexions. He 
then asked (with an affectation of surprise), 
why she had not accompanied her spouse ; 
and was given to understand, that his tender- 
ness of affection would not suffer him to ex- 
pose her to the fatigues of the journey, which 
lay among rocks that were plmost inacces- 
sible. 

'l’’he duenna’s doubts being eased by this 
preamble of conversation, he changed the 
subject to the pleasures of the place, and, 
among other such questions, inquired if she 
had as yet visited Versailles. This is a 
public-house, situated upon the canal, at the 
distance of about two miles from town, ac- 
commodated with tolerable gardens for the 
entertainment of company. WJien she re- 
plied in the negative, he [iroposed to accom- 
pany licr thither iminedijdely ; but the gover- 
nanle, who had hitlierto eat silent, objected 
to this proposal, felling them, in woken 
lOnglish, that as the lady vvas under licr care, 
she. could not answer to Mr Hornbock for 
allowing licr to go and visit such a suspicious 
place. “As for that matter, madam,” said 
the eontident gallant, “give yourself no 
troubh*; the coiisequ(?nce.s shall be at my 
jic il, and I will undertake to insure you 
against my brother’s resentment.” So saying, 
he directed the coachman to the place, and 
ordered liis own to follow, under the auspices 
of liis valet do clmmbro, while the old gentle- 
woman, overruled by his assurance, quietly 
submitted to his authority. 

Being arrived at the place, he handed the 
ladies from tlie coach, and then, for the first 
lime, observed that the duenna was lame; a 
circumstance of which ho did not scruple to 
take the advantage ; for they iiad scarce 
alighted, and drank a glass of wine, when he 
advised his sister to enjoy a walk in the 
garden ; and although tlie attendant made 
shift to keep them almost always in view, 
they enjoyed a detached conversation, in 
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whichp Peregrine learned, that tlie true cause 
of her being left behind at Brussels, while 
her husband proceeded to Spa, was the dread 
of the company and familiarities of that 
place, to which his jealousy durst not expose 
her ; and that she had Ifvcd three weeks in a 
convent at Lisle, from which she was deliver- 
ed by his own free motion, because, indeed, 
he could no longer exist without her com- 
pany; and, lastly, our lover understood, that 
her governantc was a mere dragon, who had 
been recommended to him by a Spanish 
merchant, whose \^ife she attended to her 
dying day: but she very much quoationed 
whether or not her fidelity was proof enough 
against money and strong waters. Peregrine 
assured her the experiment should he trio* I 
before parting; and they agreed to pass tin? 
night at Versailles, iprovided his endeavours 
should succeed. 

Having exercised themselves in this man- 
ner, until the duenna’s spirits were pretty 
much exhausted, that she might be the better 
disposed to recruit them with a glass of 
liquor, they returned to their apartment, and 
the cordial was recommended and received 
in a bumper ; but as it did not produce such 
a vioiblc alteration us the sanguine hopes of 
Pickle had made him expect, and the old 
gentlewoman observed that it began to be 
late, and that the gates would be shut in a 
little time, he filled up a parting glass, and 
pledged her in equal quantity. Iler blood 
was too much chilled to be warmed even by 
this extraordinary dose, which made imme- 
diate innovation on .the brain of our youth, 
w’lio, in the gaiety of his imagination, over- 
whelmed this she Argus with such profusion 
of gallantry, that she was more intoxicated 
with his expressions than with the spirits 
she had drank. When, in the course of toy- 
ing, he dropped a purse into her bosom, slie 
seemed to forget how the night wore, and, 
with the approbation of her charge, assented 
to his proposal of having something for sup- 
per. ‘ 

Tliis was a groat point which our adveu- 
f iirer had gained ; and yet he plainly perceiv- 
ed that the governante mistook his meaning, 
by giving herself credit for all the passion he 
had professed. As this error could be rec- 
tified by no other means than those of plying 
her with the bottle, until licr dlstinguisliing 
faculties should be overpowered, he promoted 
a quick circulation. She did him justice, 
without any maitifest signs of inebriation, so 
long, that his own eyes began to reel in the 
sockets ; and he found, that, before liis 
scheme could be accomplished, lie should be 
effectually unfitted for all the purposes of love. 
He, therefore, had recourse to his valet do 
chambro, who understood the hint as soon 
as it was given, and readily undertook to per- 
form the part, of which his master had played 
the .prelude. Tliis affair being settled to 
his satisfaction, and the night at odds with 
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morning, he took an opportunity of imflarting 
to the ear of this aged Diilrinca a kind 
whisper, importing a promise of visiting her, 
when his sister should bo retired to her own 
riiamber, and an earnest desire of leaving 
her door unlocked. • | 

This agreeable intimation being cornmu- , 
iiirated, he convoyed a caution of tlie same 
nature to Mrs Ilornbeck, as he led her to 
her apartment ; and darkness and silence no 
sooner prevailed in the house, than he and 
ids trusty squire set out on tlicir ditforent 
voyages. Eveiy thing would have succeeded 
according to their wish, had not the valet de 
chambre suffered himself to fall asleep at the 
Side of his inamorata, and, in the agitation 
of a violent dream, exclaimed, in a voice so 
unlike that of her suppo.sod adorer, that she 
distinguished the dilfereiico at once. Waking 
liim witli a pinch and a loud shriek, she 
threatened to jirosocute him for a rape, and 
reviled him with all the epithets her rage 
and disappointment could siig^rest. 

Th'‘ Frenchman, finding himself detected, 
behaved with great temper and address : he 
begged she would compose herself, on ac- 
count of her own reputation, which was 
extremely dear to him ; protesting, that he 
had a most inviolable esteem for her person. 
J-Iis representatioii.s liad weight with the 
du'uinn, who, upon recollection, roinprehcnd- 
od the whole affair, and tliouglit it would be 
her interest to bring matters to an accom- 
modation. She, therelorc, admitted the apo- 
logies of her bedfellow, provided he would 
promise to atone by marriage for the injury 
she had sustained ; and m this particular, he 
set her heart at ease by repented vow.s, 
whicii he uttered with surprising volubility. 
Ihougli without any iu^oution to perform 
the least tittle of their contents. 

Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her 
exclamation, and run over to the door with a 
MOW of interpo.sing, accouliug to the emer- 
gency of the case, liearing the afliiir thus 
compromised, returned to hi.«5 mistress, who 
was highly entertained with an account of 
v/hat passed, foreseeing, that, for the 
future, slie should be under no difllculty or 
restriction f**om tlie severity of her guard. 

CHAPTER LX. 

IJornf'PC'. !p mforinrU of his wife's ruJvm^ 
hire wifk Pengi inVt for whom lie pre- 
pares a si '(ttagem, which is rendered in- 
efl^rlual by the informnlion of. Pipes — 
the husband ducked for his infeniinn, and 
our hero apprehended by the pairole. 

There was another person, however, still 
ungained ; and that was no other than her 
footman, whose secrecy our hero attempted 
to secure in the morning by a harnl.somo pre- 
8**nt, which he received with many proff-si- 


ions of gratitude and devotion to his ser- 
vice ; yet this complaisance was nothing but 
a cloak used to disguise tlie design Ii(‘ 
harboured of making his master acquainted 
with the whole transaction. Indeed Ihi.s 
lacquey liad been hired, not only as a spy 
upon liis mistress, but also as a check on the 
conduct of the govemante, wdth promi.se of 
ample reward, if ever ho should discover any 
sinister or suspicious practices in the course 
of her behaviour. As for the footman whom 
they had brought from England, he was re- 
tained ill attendance upon the person of his 
master, whose confidence lie had lost, hy ad- 
vising him to gentle method.^ -of rc'claiming 
his lady, when her irregularities iiad subject - 
od her "to his wratli. 

The Flemish valet, in consequence of tiu* 
office he had undertaken, wrote to Hombeck 
by the first post, giving an exact detail of 
the adventure at V'ei-sailles, with such a de- 
scription of the preteuded brother, as left tlie 
husband no room to think he could be any 
other person than his first dishonourer, ainl 
exasperated him to such a degree, tliat In' 
resolved to lay an ambush for this invader, 
and at once disqualify him from disturbing 
his repose, by maintaining further corr-’s- 
pondeiioe with his wife. 

Meanwhile, the lo/era enjoyed them.iielvv 
w'ithout restraint , ami P(;regriMi*’s jilan rf 
inquiry after his dear unknown was fJir tin* 
present pootponofl. flis fel]o\»’.trave!]','rs 
were 'confounded at his mystorious motion:'', 
which filled tiie I'n’.ct of Joller with anxiety 
and terror. I’ius careful conductor was 
fraught with such experience of his pupil’s 
disposition, that lie trembled w'ith th*' appre- 
hension of some sudden accident, and lived 
in continual alarm, like a man t!mt vvalk.-. 
under the wall of a iioddingtowcr. Nor did 
he enjoy any alleviation of his fears, when, 
upon,. telling the young gentleman, that the 
rest -of the company wore de.sirous of dt‘- 
parting for Antwerp, In' answered, that tliey 
were at libcrly to con.'-ult tlieir own incli- 
nations ; but, for hi.s own part, he was resolv- 
ed to stay in Brussids a few day.s longer. 
By this declaration the governor vva.s co-'- 
firmed in the opinion of hi.'^ having some i.'- 
tngue upon the anvil. In the bitterness of 
his vexation, he took the liberty of sigrufynig 
his suspicion, and reminding inm of the dan- 
gerou.s dilemmas to which he iiad been ri'- 
duced by hi.s former precipitaiion. 

jVregrine took his caution in goml part, 
and promised to boiiave with such circurn- 
spoction as would screen him from any 
troublesome consequences for tlie future; 
but nevertholes.^, behaved that same oveniuir 
in such a manner, as plainly showed that 
his prudence was notliiug else than vain spe- 
culation. He had made an appoi.ntment to 
spend the night, a.s usual, with Mrs Horn- 
heck; and, about nine o’clock, hastened to 
I:er lodgings licu he wa.j accosted in the 
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stroet by his old discarded friend Thomas unaware. But when they had tarried a coii- 
Pipcs, who, without any other preamble, told siderable time in that corner, without rcap- 
him, that, for all he had turned him adrift, he ing the fruits of their expectation, their Icad- 
(lid not chuse to see him run full sail into his er, persuaded that the gallant had gained ad- 
enemy’s harbour, without giving him timely mittance by some secret means, approached 
notice ot the danger. “ I’ll tell you what,” the door with his follofVers, who, according 
said he, “ mayhap you think I want to cur^ to the instructions they had received, no 
favour, that I may be taken in tow a^ain ; if sooner saw it open than they rushed in, leav- 
you do, you have made a mistake in your ing their employer in the street, where he 
reckoning. I am old enough to be laid up, thought his person would be least endanger^ 
and have wherewithal to keep my planks cd. Our adventurer, seeing him all alone, ad- 
from the weather. But this here is the affair; vanced with speed, and, clapping a pistol to 
I have known ygu since you were no higher his breast, commanded him to follow his foot- 
than a rnplinspike, and should’nt care to see steps, without noise, on pain of immediate 
you deprived* of your rigging at these years ; death. 

whereby, l am informed by Hornbeck’s man, Terrified at this sudden apparition, Horn’ 
whom I this afternoon fell in w'ith by chance, beck obeyed in silence ; and, in a few nr.- 
as how his master has got intelligence of nutes, they arrived at the quay, where Pick! i*. 
yourboardinghis wife, andhassteered private- halting, gave him to understand that lie wus 
ly into this port, with a large complement no stranger to his villanous design — ^toldhim. 
of hands, in order, d'ye see, to secure you that if he conceived himself injured by any 
while you are under the hatches. Now, if circumstance of his conduct, he would now 
.so be as how you have a mind to give him a give him an opportunity of resenting tin* 
salt eel for his supper, here am I, without wrong, in a manner becoming a man of hon- 
liopo of fee or reward, ready to standby you our. “ You have a sword about you,” sai.l 
as long as my timbers will stick together; and be, “or, if you don’t chuse to put the affair 
if T expect any rcc(unpensc, may I be bound on that issue, here is a brace of pistols, lake 
to cat oakum and drink bilgewater for life.” which you please.” Such an address could 
Startled at this information, Perc^rrine ex- not tail to disconcert a man of his character 
nniincd him upon the particulars of his dis- xMler some hesitation, he, in a faulteringac- 
course with the lacquey ; and when he under- cent, denied that his design was to inutilat** 
stood that llornbcck’s intelligence liowed Mr Pickle, but that he thought himself en- 
from the canal of his Flemish footman, he be- titled to.thc^bcnofit of the law, by which he 
lievod every circumstance of Toin^s report, would have ]>l)tained a divorce, if he could 
tliiinked him for this warning, and, after hav- have procured evidence of his wife’s infidel- 
ing reprimanded him for his misbehaviour at ity ; and, with lhal view', he had employed 
liish?, assured him that it should be his own people to take advantage of the information 
fault if ever they should part again. He then ho had received. With regard to this altor- 
dohberated with himself whether or not he native, he declined it entirely, because Iv. 
should retort the purpose upon his adversary; could not sec what satisfaction he should on - 
but when he considered that Hornbeck was joy, in being shot through the head, or run 
not the aggressor, and made that unhappy through the lungs, by a person who had ai- 
husband’s case his own, ho could not help ready wronged him in an irreparable man- 
acquitting his intention of revenge, though, ner. Lastly, his fear made him propo.se. that 
in his njniuon, it ought to have been execut- the affair should be left to the arbitration of 
ed ill a more honourable manner; and there- two creditable men, altogether unconcerned 
fore he dettirmined to chastise him for his in the dispute. 

want of spirit. Nothing, surely, can be more To these remonstrances, Peregrine replied 
insolent and unjust than this <letermination, in the style of a hot-headed young man, 
which induced him to punish a person for his conscious of his own unjustifiable bcliavi(*ur, 
want of courage to redress the injury which that every gentleman ought to be a judge of 
he himself had done to his reputation and his own honour, and therefore he would sub- 
peace ; and yet this barbarity of decision is mit to the decision of no umpire whatsoever ; 
authorised by the opinion and practice of that he w’^ould forgive his want of courage, 
iiiankiml. w'hich/niight be a natural infirmity, but his 

With these sentiments, he rotnrncd to the mean dissimulation he could not pardon : 
inn, and, putting a pair of pistols in his pock- that, as he was certified of the rascally intent 
et, ordered hij valet dc chambro and Pipes of his ambuscade, by undoubted intelligence, 
to follow him at a small distance, so as that he would treat him, not with a retaliation of 
they shotdd be within call in case of necessi- his owm trcacherjs but such indignity as 
ty, ‘and then posted himself within thirty Bcoundrel deserves to suffer, unless he would 
yards of his Dulcinea’s door. There he had make one effort to maintain the character he 
not bt‘cn above half an hour, when he per- assumed in life. So saying, he again pre- 
oeived four men take their station on the sented his pistols, which being rejected as 
other side, with a \'iew, as he guessed, to before, he called his two ministers, and or 
w atch for his going in, that he might be taken derod them to duck him in the canal. 
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This command pronotinced and exe- 
cuted almost in the same breath, to the' un- 
speakable terror aiid disorder of the poor 
shivLTjn^ patient, who, havingr undergone the 
immersion, ran about like a drowned rat, 
squeaking for assistiftice and revenge. Ilis 
cries were overheard by the patroJe, who, 
chancing to pass that way, took him under 
their protection, and, in consequence of his 
comjilaint and information, went in pursuit 
of our adventurer and his attendants, who 
wt*re soon overtake^ and surrounded. Rash 
and inconsiderate as tlie young gentleman 
was, he did not pretend to stand on the 
defensive against a file of musketeers, al- 
though Pipes had drawn his cutlass at their 
approach, but surrendered himself without 
opposition, and was conveyed to the main 
guard, where the commanding officer, engag- 
ed by his appearance and address, treated 
him with all imaginable respect. Hearing 
tlie particulars of his adventure, he assured 
him that the prince would consider the whole 
as a tour de jeunesse, and order him to be re- 
leased vvitJiout delay. 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave 
in his report, he maile such a favourable re- 
presentation of the prisoner, that our hero was 
on the point of being discharged, when Horn- 
beck preferred a complaint, accusing him of 
a purposed assassination, and praying that 
such punishment should be inflicted upon 
Jiiin as his highness should thinly adequate to 
the nature of the crime. The |)rince, per- 
plexed with tills petition, in consequence of 
which he foresaw that Jip must disoblige a 
British subject, sent for the plaintiff, of whom 
he had some knowledge, and in person ex- 
horted him to drop the prosecution, which 
would only serve to propagafehisownshaine. 
But Ilornbeck was too much incensed to 
listen to any proposal of that kind, and pe- 
remptorily demanded justice against the pris- 
oner, whom he represented as an obscure 
adventuror, who had made repeated attempts 
upon his honour and his life. Prince Cliarles 
loi'd him. ti t what he had advised was in 
ilie capacity of a friend; but, since heinsist- 
c'd upon his ac< ing as a magistrate, the affair 
sliuuld be exarnined, and dclcniiiiiod accord- 
ing to the dictat<i8 of justice and truth. 

The petitioner being di?mis8cd with this 
promise, the defendant was, in his turn, 
b» ought liefiiro judge, whose prcposse.s- 
sion in lii'» la* mr was iii a great measure 
weakened by what Lis a*vtagonist Jiad said to 
the prejudice of his birth and reputation. 


CILAPTER LXr. 

Perefrnne is i tleased—Jolter confounded 
at his mysterious conduct ’—a contest hap- 
pens between the, poet and painter, who 
are reconciled by the mediation of their 
fellow-travellers. 


Our hero, understanding, from some ex- 
pressions which escaped the prince, that he 
was considered in the light of a sharper and 
assassin, begged that he might have the lib- 
erty of sending for some vouchers, that would 
probably vindicate his character from the ma- 
licious aspersions of his adversary. This 
permission being granted, he wrote a letter 
to his governor, desiring that he would bring 
to him the letters of recommendation v/hich 
he had received from the British ambassador 
at Paris, and such other papers as he thought 
conducive to evince the inrjiportaiicc of liis 
situation. 

The billet was given in charge to one of 
the subaltern officers on duty, who carried it 
to the inn, and demanded to sj)eak with Mr 
Jolter. Pallet, who happened to be at tli(‘ 
door when this messenger arrived, and heanl 
him inquire for the tutor, ran directly to that 
gentleman’s apartment, and, in manifest dis- 
order, told him that a huge follow of a soldier, 
with a monstrous pair of whiskers, and a fur 
cap as big as a bushel, was asking for him at 
the door. The poor governor began to shake 
at this intimation, though he was not con- 
scious of having committed any thing that 
could attract tlie attention of the state. 
When the officer appeared at his chamber- 
door, his confusion Licroased to such a de- 
gree, that his perception seemed to vanish, 
and the subaltern repeated the purport of his 
errant three times, before he could conijire- 
liend his meaning, or venture to receive the 
letter which he prt -'‘nted. At length he 
summoned ail his fortitude, and having pe- 
rused the epistle, his terror sunk into anxiety. 
His ingenious fear immediately suggosle.i 
that Peregrine was confined in a dungeon, 
for , some outrage he had committed. He 
ran with great agitation to a trunk, and, tak- 
ing out a bundle of papers, followed his con- 
ductor/ being attended by the painter, 1<) 
whom he had hinted his apprehension. When 
they passed through the guard, wliicli was 
under arms, the hearts of both died within 
them; and w'hen they came into the pre- 
sence, there was such an expression of awful 
horror on the countenance of Jolter, that the 
prince, observing his dismay, was jileased to 
encourage him with an assurance that ho Iiad 
nothing to fear. Thus comforted, he recol- 
lected himself so well as to understand his 
pupil, when he desired him lo produce the 
ambassador’s letters ; some of which being 
open, were immediately read by his higli^ 
ness, who was personally acquainted with 
the writer, and knew several of the noble- 
men to whom they were addressed. Tlicse 
recommendations were so warm, and ropre- . 
sented the young gentleman in such an ad- 
vantageous light, that the prince, convinced 
of the injustice his diameter had suftered by 
the misrepre.sentation of Hornbeclc, took our 
hero by the hand, asked pnrdon for the doubts 
he had entertained of his honour, declared 
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him from that nioinent at liberty, ordered his 
domestics to bo enlarged, and offered him his 
cofintenance and protection as long as he 
should remain in the? Austrian Netherlands. 
At the same time he cautioned him against 
indiscretion in the course of his gallantries ; 
and took his word and honour, that he should 
drcfj) all measures of resentment against the 
per&on of Horiibeck during h:s residence in 
that place. 

The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, 
thanked the- prince, in the most respectful 
maiiner, for his generosity and candour, and 
ri»tired with hi.s two friends, who were amaz- 
ed and bewildered in their thoughts at what 
they had seen and Iieard, the Whole adven- 
ture still remaining without the sphere of 
their comprehension, which was not at all 
(’nlargcd by tlie unaccountable appearance 
of Pipes, who, with the valet do chainbre, 
joined them at tlie castle gate. Had Jolter 
been a man of luxuriant imagination, his brain 
would undoubtedly have suffered in the in- j 
vestigation of his pupil’s iny.sterious condifct, 
which he strove iu vain to unravel; but his 
intellects were too solid to bo affected by the 
miscarriage of his invention ; and as Pere- 
grille did not think proper to make him ac- 
«[uaintcd with the cause of his being appre- 
lionded, he contented himself with supposing 
that there was a lady in the case. 

The painter, whoso imagination was of a 
more tlim.sy texture, formed a thousand chi- 
mercial conjectures, which he communicated 
to l*ickle, in imperfect insinuations, hoping, 
by his answers and behaviour, to discover 
the truth ; but the youth, in order to tantalize 
him, eluded all his inquiries, with suchtip- 
pcarance of industry and art, as heightened 
ins curio.sity, while it disappointed liis aim, 
and inflamed him to such a degree of impa- 
tience, that his wit.s began to be unsettled. 
Then Peregrine was fain to rccompos« his 
bra 111, by telling him, in confidence, that he 
had been arrested as a spy. 'fhis secret he 
found more intolerable than his former un- 
certainty ; lie ran from one apartment to an- 
other, like a goose in the agonies of cgg-lay- 
ijig, with intention of disburdening this im- 
portant load ; but Jolter being engaged with 
ins pupil, and all the people of the house ig- 
norant of the only language he could speak, 
III' was compelled, with innnite reluctance, to 
address himself to the doctor, who was at 
that time slmt up in his own chamber. Hav- 
ing knocked at the door to no purpose, he 
peeped through the keyliolc, and saw the 
physician sitting at a table with a pen in one 
hand, and a paper before him, his head re- 
clined upon bis other haiid^ and his eyes fix- 
ed upon the ceiling, as if he had been en- 
tranced. Pallet concluding that he was un- 
der the power of some convulsion, endea- 
voured to force the door open ; and the noise 
of his efforts recallcHl the doctor from his rev- 
erie. This poetical republican, being so dis- 


agreeably disturbed, started up in a passion, 
and opening the door, no sooner perceived 
who had interrupted him, than he tiun^ it in 
liis face with great fury, and cursed him for 
his impertinent intrusion, which had depriv- 
ed him of the most deliglitful vision that ever 
regaled the human fancy. He imagined (a< 
ho afterwards imparted to Peregrine), that, 
as he enjoyed himself in walking througli the 
flowery plain that borders on Parnassus, lu' 
was met by a venerable sage, whom, by a 
certain divine vivacity that listened from his 
eyes, ho instantly knew to be the immortal 
Pindar. He was immediately struck with 
reverence and awe, and prostrated himself 
before the apparition, which, taking him by 
the hand, lifted him gently from the ground, 
and, with words more sweet than tlie honey 
of the Hybla bees, told him, that of all the 
moderns, he alone was visited by that celes- 
tial impulse by which he himself had been in- 
spired, when he produced his most applaud- 
ed odes. So saying, he led him up the sa- 
cred hill, persuiided him to drink a copious 
draught of the waters of the Hippocrene, and 
then presented him to the harmonious nine, 
who crowned his temples with a laurel wreath- 

No wonder that he was enraged to und 
himself cut off from such sublime society. 
He raved in Greek against the invader, who 
was 60 big with his own purpose, that, un - 
mindful of the disgrace he had sustained, and 
disregarding i^ll the symptoms of the physi- 
cian’s displeasure, he applied his mouth to 
the door, in an eager tone. “ Til hold you 
any wager,” said ho. “ that I guess the true 
cause of Mr Picklcrs imprisonment.” To 
this challenge he received no reply, and there- 
fore repeated it, adding, “I suppose you ima- 
gine he was taken up for fighting a duel, or 
affronting a nobleman, or Tying with some 
man’s wife, or some such matter ; but, egad ! 
you was never more mistaken in your Tife ; 
and I’ll lay my Cleopatra against your Ho- 
mer’s head, that in four-and-twenty hours 
you shan’t light on the true reason.” 

The favourite of the Muses, exasperated 
at Ibis vexatious perseverance of the painter, 
who, he imagined, had come to teaze and in- 
sult him, “I would,” said he, “sacrifice 
cock to .®sculapiu8, were 1 assured that any 
person had been taken up for extirjiating siu.b 
a troublesome Goth as you are from the face 
of the earth. As for your boasted Cleopatra , 
which you say was drawn from your own 
wife, I believe the copy has as much of Uh* 
io halm as the original ; but, were it miins 
it should be hung up in the temple of Cloa- 
cina, as the picture of that goddess ; for any 
other apartment would bo disgraced by its 
appearance.” “ Hark ye, Sir,” replied Pal- 
let, enraged in his turn at the contemptuous 
mention of his ’darling performance, “ you 
may make as free with my wife as you think 
proper, but ’ware? iny work.s; those arc the 
children of my fancy, conceived by the glow- 
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iiijj imagination, and formed by the art of my 
own hands ; and you yourself are a Goth, 
and a Turk, and a Tartar, and an impudent 
pretending jackanapes, to treat vvitli such 
disrespect a production, which, in the 
opinion of all the chnnoisseurs of the age. 
Will, when finished, be a master piece in its 
kind, and do honour to human genius and 
skill. So 1 say again and again, (and I care 
not though your friend Playtor heard me), 
I liat you have no more taste than a drayman’s 
horse, and that those foolish notions of the 
ancients ought to be drubbed out of you with 
a good cudgel, that you might learn to treat 
men of parts with more veneration. Per- 
haps you may not always be in the company 
of one who will halloo for assistance when 
you are on the brink of being chastised for 
your insolence, as I did, when you brought 
upon yourself the resentment of that Scot, 
who, by the Ijard ! would have paid you both 
scot and lot, as Falstaff says, if the French 
officer had not put him in arrest.” 

The physician, to this declamation, which 
was conveyed through the key hole, answer- 
ed, that he (the painter) was a fellow so in- 
finitely below his consideration, that his con- 
science upbraided him with no action of his 
life, except that of chusing such a wretch 
for his companion and fellow-traveller ; that 
he had viewed his character through the 
medium of good-nature and compassion, 
which had prompted him to g|ve Pallet an 
opportunity of acquiring some new ideas 
under his immediate instruction ; but he had 
abused his goodness aqd condescension in 
such a flagrant manner, that he was now de- 
termined to discard him entirely from his ac- 
quaintance ; and desired him, for the present, 
to take himself away, on jiain of being kicked 
for his jiresumption. 

Pallet was too much incensed to be in- 
timidated by this threat, which he retorted 
with great violence, defying him to come 
forth, that it might appear which of them 
was best skilled in that pedestrian exercise, 
winch he immediately began to practise 
against the door, with such thundering appli- 
cation, as reached the ears of Pickle and his 
governor, who, coming out into the passage, 
and seeing him thus employed, asked if he 
had forgot tlie chamberpots of A lost, that 
lie ventured to behave in such a manner, as 
entitled him to a second prescription of the 
same r,«ituie. 

The doctor, undorotdndiiig that there was 
company at hand, opened the door in a 
twinllog ; and, springing upon his antago- 
nist like a tiger, a fierce contention would 
have ensued, to the infinite satisfaction of 
our hero, had not Jolter, to the manifest 
peril of his own person, interposed, and, 
partly by force, and partly by exhortations, 
put a stop to the engagement before it was 
fairly began. After having ilemonstrated the 
indecency of such a vulgar rencounter be- 


twixt two fellow-citizens, in a foreign land, 
he begged to know the cause of their dis- 
sension, and offered his good offices toward.s 
an accommodation. Peregrine also, seeing 
the fray was finished, expressed himself to 
the same purpose ; and the painter, for obvi- 
ous reasons, declining an explanation, his 
antagonist told the youth what a mortifying 
interruption he had suffered by the imperti- 
nent intrusion of Pallet, and gave him a 
detail of the particulars of his vision, as 
above recited. The arbiter owned the pro- 
vocation was not to be endi^^ed ; and decreed, 
that the offender should make some atone- 
ment for his transgression. T.^on which the 
painter observed, that, however he might 
have been disposed to make acknowledg- 
ments, if the physician had signified his dis- 
pleasure like a gentleman, the complainant 
had now forfeited all claim to any such con- 
cessions, by the vulgar manner in which he 
had reviled him and his produations ; observ- 
ing that, if he (the painter) had been in- 
clined to retort his slanderous insinuations, 
the republican’s own works would have af- 
forded ample subject for his ridicule and 
censure. 

After divers disputes and representation.'?, 
peace was at length concluded, on condition, 
that, for the future, the doctor should never 
mention Cleopatra, unless he could say 
something in her praise ; and that Pallet, in 
consideration of his having been the first 
aggressor, should make a sketch of the phy- 
sician’s vision, to b* engraved and prefixed 
to the next edition of bis odes. 


CHAPTER LXII. 

The travellers depart for Antwerpj at which 
place the painter gives a loose to his en- 
thusiasm, 

OcE adventurer, baffled in all his efforts to 
retrieve his lost Amanda, yielded at length 
to the remonstrances uf his governor and 
fellow-travellers, who, out of pure complai- 
sance to him, had exceeded their intended 
stay by six days at least ; and a couple of 
post-chaises, with throe riding horses, being 
hired, they departed from Brussels in the 
morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived about 
eight in the evening at the venerable city of 
Antwerp. During this day’s journey, Pallet 
was elevated to an uncommon flow of spirits, 
with the prospect of seeing the birth-place 
of Rubens, for whom he professed an en- 
thusiastic admiration, lie swore, that the 
pleasure he felt was equal to that of a Mus- 
sulman, on the last day of his pilgrimage to 
Mecca; and that he already considered "him- 
self a native of Antwerp, being so intimately 
acquainted with their so justly boasted citi- 
zen, from whom, at certain junctures, ho 
could hot help believing himself derived, 
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iH^cause his own pencil adopted the manner 
of that m'eat man with surprising facility, 
and his face wanted nothing but a pair of 
whiskers and a beard to exhibit the express 
image of the Fleming’s countenance. He 
told them, he was so proud of this resern* 
blaiice, that, in order to render it more 
sinking, he had, at one time of his life, re- 
solved to keep his face sacred from the 
razor; and in' that purpose had persevered, 
notwithstanding the continual reprehensions 
of Mrs Pallet, who, being then with child, 
f-'aid, his aspect was so hideous, that she 
dreaded a miscarriage every hour, until she 
threatened, in, plain terms, to dispute the 
sanity of his intellects, and apply to the 
chancellor for a committee. 

The doctor, on this occasion, observed, 
that a man who is not proof against the soli- 
citations of a woman, can never expect to 
make a great figure in life ; that painters and 
poets ought to cultivate no wives but the 
muses : or, if fliey are, by the accidents of 
fortune, encumbered with families, they 
should carefully guard against that pernicious 
w»?akncss, falsely honoured with the appel- 
lati(ui of natural affection^ and pay no 
iiianner of regard to the impertinent customs 
of the world. “ Granting that you had been, 
for a short time, deemed a lunatic,” said he, 
“you might have acquitted yourself honour- 
ably of that imputation, by some performance 
that would have raised your character above 
all censure. Sophocles himself, that cele- 
brated tragic poet, who, for the sweetness of 
his versification, was styled melitta, or the 
fjce, in his old age suffered the same accusa- 
fiun from his own children, who, seeing him 
ut'glect his family affairs, and devote liiinself 
ciitirely to poetry, carried him before the 
in.igistrate, as a man whose intellects were 
much impaired by the infirmities of a^, 
tliat he was no longer fit to manage his do- 
nu'stic concerns ; upon which the reverend 
hard produced his tragedy cf Oedipus epi 
holonot as a work he had just finished ; 
which being perused, instead of being declar- 
ed unsound of understanding, •he was dis- 
missed with admiration and applause. I wish 
your board and whiskers had been sanctioned 
hy the like authority; though I am afraid 
y ou would have been in the predicament of 
ihose disciples of a certain philosopher, who 
drank decoctions of cuinmiiiseeds, that their 
(aces might adopt the paleness of their 
master’s complexion, hoping that, in being 
as wan, tlicy would be as learned m their 
teacher.” The painter, stung with this 
savcasin, replied, “ Or like those virtuosi, 
who, by repeating Greek, eating sillykickaby, 
and pretending to see visions, think they 
equal the ancients in taste and genius.” The 
physician retorted, Pallet rejoined, and the 
altercation continued until they entered the 
gates of Antwerp, when the admirer of Ru- 
bens broke forth into a rapturous exclamation, 
W 


which put an end to the dispute, and attract- 
ed the notice of the inhabitants, many of 
whom, by shrugging up their shoulders, ami 
pointing to their foreheads, gave shrewd in- 
dications that they believed him a poor gen- 
tleman disordered in his brain. 

They had no sooner alighted at the inn, 
than this pseudo-enthusiast proposed to visit 
the great church, in whicli he had been in- 
formed some of his master’s pieces were to 
be seen ; and was remarkably chagrined, 
when he understood that he could not be ad- 
mitted till next day. He rose next morning 
by day-break, and disturbed his fellow-travel- 
lers in such a noisy and clamorous manner, 
that Peregrine determined to punish him with 
some new infliction ; and while he put on 
his clothes, actually formed the plan of pro- 
moting a duel between him and the doctor, 
in the management of which lie promiserl 
himself store of entertainment, from the be- 
haviour of both. 

Being provided with one of those do- 
mestics who arc always in waiting to offer 
their services to strangers on their first ar- 
rival, they were conducted to the house of a 
gentleman who had an excellent collection 
of pictures ; and, though the greatest part 
of them were painted by his favourite artist, 
Pallet condemned them all by the lump, be- 
cause Pickle had told him beforehand, that 
there was not one performance of Rubens 
among the number. 

The next place they visited, was what 
they called the academy of painting, furnish- 
ed with a number of paltry pieces, in whicli 
:)ur painter recognised the style of Peter 
Paul, with many expressions of admiration, 
on the same sort of previous intelligence. 

From this repository they went to the 
great church ; and being led to tlie tomb of 
Rubens, the whimsical painter fell upon his 
knees, and worshipped with such appearance 
of devotion, that the attendant, scandalized 
at his superstition, pulled him up, observing, 
with great warmth, that the person biu’ied in 
I that place was no saint, but as great a siii- 
I ncr as himself; and that, if he was spiritually 
i disposed, there was a chapel of the blessed 
Virgin, at the distance of three yards, on tin* 
right hand, to which he might retire. Ho 
thought it was incumbent upon him to mani- 
fest some extraordinary inspiration, while ho 
resided on the spot where Rubens was born ; 
and therefore his whole behaviour was an af- 
fectation of rapture, expressed in distracted 
exclamations, convulsive starts, and uneowl ii 
gesticulations. In the midst of his frantic 
behaviour, he saw an old capuchin, with a 
White beard, mount the pulpit, and hold thrth 
to the congregation with such violencij of 
emphasis and gesture as captivated* his fancy ; 
and, bawling aloud, “ Zounds ! what an ex- 
cellent Paul preaciiing at Athens !” he pulled 
a pencil and a small memorandum-book from 
his pocket, and began to lake a sketch of 
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tlie orator, witli threat eagerness and agita- 
tion, saying, “Egad! friend Raphael, we 
shall see whether you or 1 have got the best 
knack at trumping up an apostle.** This ap- 
pearance of disrespect gave offence to the 
audience, who begiyi to murmur against this 
heretic libertine ; when one of the priests be- 
longing to the choir, in order to prevent any 
ill consccpiences from their displeasure, came 
and told him in the French language, that 
!si:ch liberties were not permitted in their 
rtdigion, and advised him to lay aside his im- 
plements, lest the people should take um- 
l)rage at his design, and be provoked to pun- 
ish him as a profane scoffer at their worship. 

The painter, seeing himself addressed by 
a friar, who, while he spoke, bowed with 
great complaisance, imagined that he was 
a begging brother come to supplicate his 
charity; and his attention being quite en- 
grossed by the design he was making, he 
le pricst*s shaven crown with his 
iiand, saying, oter tenuf, oter temSf and then 
resumed his pencil with great earnestness. 
The ecclesiastic, perceiving that the stran- 
ger did not comprehend his meaning, pulled 
him by the sleeve, and explained himself in 
the Latin tongue ; upon which Pallet, pro- 
voked at his intrusion, cursed him aloud for 

an impudent beggarly son of a w , and, 

taking out a Bhilling, flung it upon the pave- 
ment, with manifest signs of indignation. 

Some of the conunoii people, enraged to see 
their religion contemned, and their priests 
insulted at the very altar, rose from their 
seats and surrounding the astonished painter, 
one of the number smitched his book from 
his hand, and tore it in a thousand pieces. 
Frightened as he was, he could not Iielp cry- 
ing, “ Fire and faggots ! nil my favourite ideas 
are gone to wreck !’* an<] was in danger of 
being very roughly handled by the crowd, had 
not Peregrine stepped in, and assured them, 
that he was a poor unhappy gentleman, who 
laboured under a transport of the brain. 
I’hose wlio understood the French language 
( ornmunii iited this information to the rest, 

that he escaped without any other chas- 
Tiaemont than being obliged to retire. And 
ns thev could not see the famous descent 
from the cross till afler the service was liii- 
islied, t:.oy wore conducted by their domestic 
to the house of a painter, where they found 
a beggar standing lor his picture, and the ar- 
t ist ac/ w\ employed in representing a huge 
hui-v* that crawled upon his shoulder. j*ailct 
wr.s wonderfully pleased with this circum- 
stance*, which ho said was altogether a now 
tliougtit, and an excellent hint, of which he 
would make lijs advantage ; and in the course 
of hhs survey of this Fleming’s performance, 
pcrccivin^a piece in which two flies were 
engaged upon tJic carcase of a dog half de- 
voured, he ran to his brother brush, and swore 
he was worthy of being a fellow-citizen of 
the immortal Rubens. He then lamented, 


with many expressions of grief and resent- 
ment, that lie had lost Ins common-place 
book, in which he had preserved a thousand 
conceptions of the same sort, formed by the 
accidental objects of his senses and imagina- 
tion; and took an opportunity of telling his 
fellow-travellers, that in execution he Imd 
equalled, if not excelled, the two ancient 
painters who vied with each other in rejire- 
sentation of a curtain and a bunch of grapes ; 
for he had exhibited the image of a certain 
object so like to nature, that the bare sight 
of it set a wliolc hog-sty in an uproar. 

When he had oxaminerd and applauded 
all the productions of this minute artist, they 
returned to the great church, and were enter- 
tained with the view of that oeiebrated mas- 
terpiece of Rubens, in which ho had intro- 
duced the portraits of himself and his wliolr* 
family. The doors that conceal this capital 
performance were no sooner* unfolded, than 
our enthusiast, debarred the use of spoecli, 
by a previous covenant with hfs friend lhcl:lrs 
lifted up his hands and eyes, and putting 
himself in the attitude of Hamlet, when hi< 
father’s ghost appears, adored in silent ec- 
stasy and awe. He even made a merit of 
necessity; and, when they had withdrawn 
from the place, protested that his whole fac- 
ulties were swallowed up in love and admi- 
ration. 

He now professed himself more than 
ever enamoured of tlie Flemish school, rav- 
ed in extravagant encomiums, and proposed 
that the whole ccrii(-any should pay homage 
to the memory of tnc divine Rubens, by re- 
pairing forthwith to the house in wliicli lie 
lived, and prostrating themselves on the floor 
of his painting room. 

As there was nothing remarkable in t!ie 
tenement, which had been rebuilt more tlia.i 
once since the death of that great man. Per- 
egrine excused himself from complying with 
the proposal, on pretence of being fatigued 
with the circuit they had already performed. 
Joker declined it for the same reason ; and 
the question being put to the doctor, he re- 
fused his company with an air of disdain. 
Pallet, piqued at liis contemptuous manner, 
asked if he would not go and see the habit ri- 
tioii of Pindoor, provided ho was in the city 
where that poet lived 1 and when the pliysi- 
cian observed, that there was an iiilinitc (hf- 
ference between the men — “ That PH allow,'* 
replied the painter “for tlie devil a poet ever 
lived in Greece or Troy, that was worthy to 
clean the pencils of oiu* beloved Rubens.’* 
The physician could not, with any degree of 
temper and forbearance, hear this outrageuiis 
blasphemy, for which, he said, Pallet’s eyes 
ought to bo picked out by owds : and the dis- 
pute arose, as usual, to .such scurrilities of 
language, and indecency of behaviour, that 
passengers began to take notice of tlieir ani- 
mosity, and Peregrine was obliged to inter- 
pose for iiis own credit. 
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CHAPTER LXIII. 

PcTc.grine artfully foments a quarrel be- 
tween Pallet and the physiciaUf who fight 

a duel on the ramparts. 

Tiik painter betook himself to tlie house of 
•the Flemish Raphael, and the rest of tlic 
company went back to their ludgini^s, where 
the young gentleman, taking the advantage 
of being alone with the physician, recapitu- 
lated all the affronts he had sustained from 
the painter’s petulance, aggravating every 
circiimstance^of tlio disgrace, and advising 
him, in the capacity of a friend, to take care 
of his honour, which could not fail to suffer 
in the opinion of the Mrorld, if he allowed 
himself to be insulted with impunity by one ' 
f-'o much his inferior in evci 7 degree of con- 
sideration.* 

The physician assured him that Pallet had 
iiitherto escaped chastisement, by being 
deemed an object unworthy his rcsentmont^ 
and in consiileration of the wretch’s family, 
for which his compassion was interested ; 
)mt that repeated injurio.s would inflame the 
most benevolent disposition ; and although he 
<*ould find no precedent of duelling among 
the Greeks and Romans, whom ho considcr- 
#‘d as the patterns of demeanour. Pallet 
sliould no longer avail iiimsclf of his venera- 
tion for the ancients, but be punished for the 
very next offence he should commit. 

Having thus spirited uj) the doctor to a 
resolution from which he could not decentiv 
«\ycrve, our adventurer acted the incendiary 
with the other party also; giving him to 
understand, that tlie physician treated his 
eliaraeter with snoli contempt, and behaved 
to Jiim witli sucli msolonoo, as no gentleman 
ought to bear: that, for his own part, lie 
was every day nut out of eountenance by 
their mutual animosity, which appeifred in 
nothing but vulgar expri'ssions, more be- 
coming filioe-boys and oyster- vrorni'n tbon 
men of lionoiir and cducaiioii; and thcretbre 
ho should be obliged, contrary to his inch- 
nation, to break otf all coiTespondencc with 
them both, if they w’onld not fall upon some 
metiiod to retrieve tlio dignity of their cha- 
racters. 

Thesti representations would have had 
little cflect upon the timidity of tlio painter, 
who was likewise too much of a Grecian to 
approve of single combat, in any otlior way 
than that of boxing, an exercise in Nvhich he 
wQij well skilled, hail they not been accom- 
panied with an insinuation, that liis anta- 
gonist was no Hector, and that he might 
humble him into any concession, without 
running the least personal risk. Animated 
by this assurance, our second Rubens set 
the trumpet of defiance to his month, swore 
he valued not liis life a rush, when his 
honour was concerned, and entreated Mr 


l^ckle to be tlie bearer of a challenge, which 
he would instantly commit to writing. 

Tlie mischievous fomenter highly applaud- 
ed thi.s manifestation of courage, by which 
he was at liberty to cultivate his friendship 
and society, hut declined the office of car- 
rying the billet, that Ins tenderness of Pal- 
let’s reputation might not be misinterpreted 
into an officious desire of promoting quar- 
rels. At the same time he recommended 
Tom Pipes, not only as a very proper mes- 
senger on this occasion, but also as a trusty 
second in the field. Tlie magnanimous 
aintcr took his advice, and, retiring to 
is chamber, penned a cliollengo in those 
terms. — 

“ Sm : — When 1 am heartily provoked, I 
fear not the devil himself; much less — I will 
not call you a pedantic coxcomb, nor an un- 
mannerly fellow, because these are the hyp- 
pythets of the wiilgar : but, remember, such 
as you are, I nytlicr love you nor fear yon ; 
but, on the contrary, expect sati.sfaetion for 
your audacious behaviour to me on divers 
occasions ; and will, this evening, in the 
twilight, meet you on the ramparts with 
sword and pistol, where the Lord have mercy 
on the soul of one of ns, for your body shall 
find no favour with your incensed defier, till 
death. layma.n pallet.” 

This resolute defiance, after ha\ingbeen 
submitted to tbo perusal, and honoured witfi 
the ap[)robation, of our youth, was commit- 
ted to tlio charge of Pipes, who, according 
to his orders, delivered it in the afternoon ; 
and brought for answer, that the physician 
would nttcTud him the appointed time and 
place. The challenger was evidently dis- 
composed at tlie une.xpectcd news of this 
acceptance, and ran about the house in great 
disorder, in quest of Peregrine, to bog his 
further advice and assistance ; but inider- 
staiidiiig that the youth \va>s engaged in pn- 
late with his adversary, he began to suspect 
some collusion, and cursed himself for Jiis 
folly and precipitation. He even entertained 
some thoughts of retracting his invitation, 
and submitting to the triumph of liis aiita- 
gonist : but before he would stoop to this 
opprobrious condescension, he resolved to 
try another expedient, which might be the 
means of saving both his character and per- 
son. In this hope he visited Mr Jolter, and 
very gravely desired he would be so good us 
to undertake the office of his second in a 
duel which he was to figlit that evening witli 
the physician. 

The governor, instead of answering his 
expectation, in expressing fear and concern, 
and breaking forth into exclamations of. 
“ Good God ! gentlemen ! what d’ye mean ? 
You shall not murder one another wliile it is 
in my power to prevent your purpose. I 
will go directly to the governor of the place, 
who shall interpose his authority.” 1 say, 
instead of these and other friendly menaces 
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of prevention, Joltcr heard the proposal with 
the most phlegmatic tranquillity, and excused 
himself from accepting the honour he in- 
tended for him, on account of his character 
and situation, which would not permit him 
to be concerned in any such rencounters. 
Indeed this mortifyifijj reception was owing 
to a previous hint trom Peregrine, who, 
dreading some sort of interruption from his 
governor, had made him acquainted with his 
design, and assured him, that the aifair 
should not be brought to any dangerous 
issue. 

Thus disappointed, the dejected challen^r 
was overwhelmed with perplexity and dis- 
may ; and, in the terrors of death or muti- 
lation, resolved to deprecate the wrath of 
his enemy, and conform to any submission 
ho should propose, when he was accidentally 
encountered by our adventurer, who, with 
demonstrations of infinite satisfaction, told 
him, in confidence, that his billet had thrown 
the doctor into an agony of consternation ; 
tliat his acceptance of his challenge was a 
mere elTort of despair, calculated to con- 
found tlie ferocity of the sender, and dispose 
him to listen to terms of accommodation; 
that he had imparled the letter to him, with 
lear and trembling, on pretence of engaging 
liirn as a second, but, \u reality, with a view 
of obtaining his good offices in promoting a 
reconciliation ; “ but perceiving the situation 
of his mind,” added our hero,°“ I thought it 
ivould be more for your honour lo baffle his 
expectation, and tliercfore I readily under- 
took tlio task of attending him. to the field, 
i:i full assurance that li(\ will there humble 
lihiiself before you, evcn\o prostration. In 
this security you may go and prepare your 
linns, and bespeak the assistance of Pipes, 
who will squire you to tlic field, while I keep 
myself up, that our correspondence may not 
he susjiected by the pli 3 'siciaii,” Pallet’s 
ipirits, that were sunk to dejection, rose at 
‘!iis encoiiragemoiit to all the insolence of 
tr.uniph ; he again declared liis contempt of 
dinger; and his pistols being loaded and 
a;uM>inmodalcd with new flints, by his trusty 
aniiour bearer, lie waited, without fliiicliing, 
for the hour of battle. 

On the first approach of twilight, some- 
body knocked at his door, and Pipes having 
opened it at his desire, he lieard tlic voice of 
his antagonist pronounce, — “ Tell Mr Pallet, 
that I am going to the place of appointment.” 
The painter was i ' t a little surprised at this 
anticipation, which so ill agreed with the in- 
formation lie had received from Pickle ; and 
his concern beginning to recur, he fortified 
himself with a large bumper of brandy, 
which, however, did not overcome the anxiety 
of his thoughts. Nevertheless, he set out 
on the expedition with his second, betwixt 
whom and himself the following dialogue 
passeil, in their way to the ramparts. — “ Mr 
Pipes,” said the painter with disordered ac- 


cent, “ methinks the doctor was in a pestilent 
hurry with that message of his. “ Ey, ey,” 
answered Tom, “I do suppose he longs to 
be foul of you.” “ What !” replied the other, 
“d’ye think he thirsts after my blood!” 

To be sure a does,” (said Pipes, thrusting 
a large quid of tobacco into his check with 
great deliberation). “ If that be the case,” 
cried Pallet, beginning to shake, “he is iio^ 
better than a cannibal, and no Christian 
ought to fight him on equal footing.” Tom 
observing his emotion, eyed him with a 
frown of indignation, saying, “You an’t 
afraid, are you ?” “God forbid !” replied the 
challenger, stammering with /ear, “ What 
should L be afraid of* the worst he can do is 
to take my life, and then he’ll be iiiiswerable 
both to God and man for the murder : Don’t 
you think he willl” “ I think no such mat- 
ter,” answered the second : “If so be as how 
he puts a brace of bullets through your bows, 
and kills you fairly, it is no more murder 
than if I was to bring down a noddy from 
the main-top-sail-yard.” By this time Pal- 
let’s teeth chattered with such violence, that 
he could scarce pronounce this reply. — “Mr 
Thomas, you seem to make very light of a 
man’s life ; but 1 trust in the Almighty I 
shall not be so easily brought down. Eure 
many a man has fought a duel without losing 
his life. Do you imagine I hat I rim such a 
hazard of tailing by the hand of my ad- 
versary!” “Yon may or you may not,” 
said the unconcerned Pipe's, “just as it hap- 
pens. What then ! dcat!^ is a debt that 
every man owes, according lo the song; and 
if you set foot to foot, I think one of you 
must go to pot.” “Foot to foot !” exclaim- 
ed the terrified painter, “ that’s downright 
butchery; and I’ll be damn’d before I fight 
any man on edrth in such a barbarous way. 
What ! d’ye take me to be a savage beast ! ’ 
This declaration he made while they ascend- 
ed the* ramparts. Ilis attendant, perceiving 
the physician and his second at the distance 
of an hundred paces before them, gave him 
notice of their appearance, and advised him 
to make ready, and behave like a man. Pal- 
let in vain endeavoured to conceal his panic, 
which discovered itself in an universal trepi- 
dation of body, and the lamentable tone in 
which he answered this exhortation of Pipes, 
saying, — “I do behave like a man ; but you 
would have me act the part of a brute. — An.* 
they coming this way ?” When Tom told 
him that they had faced about, and admonish- 
ed him to advance, the nerves of his arm 
refused their office, he could not hold .out 
his pistol, and instead of going forward, re- 
treated with an insensibility of motion ; till 
Pipes, placing himself in tlic rear, set his 
own back to that of his principal, and swore 
he should not budge an inch farther in that 
direction. 

While the valet thus tutored the painter, 
his master enjoyed the terrors of the physi- 
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cian, which were more ridiculous than those 
of Pallet, because he was more intent upon 
dis^iiisin^ them. His declaration to Pickle in 
.iie morning would not suffer him to start any 
objections when he received the challenge ; 
and finding that tlic young gentleman made 
no offer of mediating the affair, but rather 
congratulated him on tlie occasion, when he 
communicated the painter’s billet, all his ef- 
forts consisted in oblique hints, and general 
reflections, upon the absurdity of duelling, 
which was first introduced among civilized 
nations by the barbarous Huns and Longo- 
bards. He likewise pretended to ridicule 
the use of fire-arms, which confounded all the 
distinctions of skill and address, and deprived 
a combatant of the opportunity of signalizing 
his personal prowess. 

Picklc assented to the justness of his ob- 
servations ; but, at the same time, represent- 
ed the necessity of complying with the cus- 
toms of this world (ridiculous as they were), 
oil which a man’s honour and reputation de- 
pend. So that, seeing no hopes of profiting 
by that artifice, the republican’s agitation, 
became more and more remarkable ; and he 
proposed, in plain terms, that they should 
contend in armour, like the combatants of 
ancient days ; for it was but reasonable that 
they should practise the manner of fighting, 
since they adopted the disposition of those 
iron times. 

Nothing could have afforded more diver- 
sion to our hero than the sight of two such 
duellists cased in iron ; and he wished that 
he had promoted the quarrel Brussels, 
whore he could have hired th;’ armour of 
(Charles the V. and the valiant Duke of Par- 
ma, for their accommodation ; but as there 
was no possibility of furnishing them cap-a- 
pee at Antwerp, he persuaded him to con- 
form to tlic modern use of the sword, and 
meet the painter on his own terms ; ai^d sus- 
pecting that his fear would supply him with 
other excuses for declining the combat, he 
comforted him with some distant insinua- 
tions, to the prejudice of his adversary’s 
courage, which would, in all probability, eva- 
porate before any mischief could happen. 

Notwitlistandiiig this encouragement, he 
could not suppress the reluctance with which 
he went to the field, and cast many a wish- 
ful look over his left shoulder, to see whether 
or not his adversary was at his hoels. When, 
by the advice of his second, betook possess- 
ion of the ground, and turned about with his 
face to the enemy, it was not so dark but that 
Peregrine could perceive the unusual pale- 
ness of his countenance, and the sweat stand- 
ing in large drops upon his forehead ; nay, 
there was a manifest disorder in his speech, 
wlicn he regretted his want of the pila and 
par may with which he would have made a 
rattling noise, to astonish his foe, in spring- 
ing forward, and singing the hymn to battle, 
in the manner of tlio ancients. 


In the mean time, observing the hesitation 
of his antagonist, who, far from advancing, 
seemed to recoil, and even struggle with his 
second, he guessed the situation of the paint- 
er’s thoughts, and collecting all the manhood 
that he posses.scd, seizul the opportunity of 
profiting by his enemy’s consternation. Strik- 
ing his sword and pistol together, he advanc- 
ed in a sort of trot, raiKing a loud howl, in 
which ho repeated, in lieu of the Spartan 
song, part of the strophe from one of Pindar’s 
Pythia, beginning with ek theon ffar maka- 
nai pasai Broteais aretais, &c. This imi- 
tation of the Greeks had all the desired ef- 
fect upon the painter, who siielng the physi- 
cian running towards him like a fury, with a 
pistol in his right hand, ivhich was extended, 
and hearing the dreadful yell he uttered, and 
the outlandish words he produced, was seiz- 
ed with an universal palsy of his limbs. He 
would have dropped down upon the ground, 
had not Pipes supported and encouraged him 
to stand upon his defence. The doctor, con- 
trary to his expectation, finding that he had 
not flinched from the spot, though .he had 
now performed one half of his career, pul in 
practice the last effort, by firing his pistol, 
the noise of which no sooner reached the 
ears of the affrighted painter, than be re- 
commended his soul to God, and roared for 
mercy with great vociferation. 

The republican, overjoyed at this exclama- 
tion, commanded him to yield, and surrender 
his arms, on^ain of immediate death; upon 
which he threw away liis pistols and sword, 
in spite of all the admonitions and even 
threats of his second, who left him to his fate, 
and went up to his master, stopping his nose 
with signs of loathing and abhorrence. 

The victor, having won the spolia opima, 
granted him his life, on condition that he 
would on his knees supplicate his pardon, 
acknowledging himself inferior to his con- 
queror in every virtue and qualification, and 
promise for the future to merit Ids favour 
by submission and respect. These insolent 
terras virere readily embraced by the unfor- 
tunate challenger, who fairly owned, that he 
was not at all calculated for the purposes of 
war, and that henceforth he would contend 
with no weapon but his pencil. He begged, 
with great humility, that Mr Pickle would 
not think the worse of his morals for this de- 
fect of courage, which was a natural infirmity 
inherited from his father, and suspend his 
opinion of his talents, until he should have 
an opportunity of contemplating the charms 
of his Cleopatra, which would be finished in 
less than three months. 

Our hero observed, with an affected air of 
displeasure, that no man could be justly con- 
demned for being subject to the impressions 
of fear ; and therefore his cowardice might 
easily be forgiven : but there was something 
so presumptuous, dishonest, and disingenu- 
l ous, in arrogating a quality to which he knew 
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he had not the pniallcot pretension, that he 
could not forgt't his misbehaviour all at once, 
though he would condescend to commu 
cate with him as fljrmorly, in liopes of seeing 
a reformation in his conduct. Pallet protest- 
ed that there was dissimulation in the 
rase; for he was ignorant of his own weak^ 
nc'hs, until liis resolution was put to the trial : 
he faithfully promisi'd to demean himself, 
during the remaining part of the tour, with 
that conscious modesty and penitence which 
became a person rii his condition ; and. for 
the present, implored the assistance of Mr 
Pipes, in disembarrassing him from the dis- 
agreeable consequence of his fear. 


CHAPTER LXIV. 

The doctor exults in his victory — they set 
out for Rotterdam, where they are enter- 
tained by two Dutch gentlemen in a 
yacht, which is overturned in the Maese, 
to the manifest hazard of the painler^s 
life — they spend the evening with their 
entertainers, and next day visit a cabinet 
of curiosities. 

To^i was accordingly ordered to minister to 
his occasions; and the conqueror, elated with 
his success, which he in a great measure at- 
tributed to hi» manner of attack, and the 
hymn which he howled, told Peregrine, that 
ho was now convinced of the ttuth of vvhat 
Pindar sung in these words, — Ossa de me 
pcphilrkc Zens atuzonlai Doan Pieridon 
aionta; for he had no soiuier begun to repeat 
the inelliflucnt strains of that divine poet, 
than the wretch, his antagonist, was con- 
founded, and his nerves unstrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated 
on the prudence and tranquillity of his own 
behaviour, and ascribed tJie consternation of 
i'allet to the remembrance of some crime that 
lay Ijjjavy upon his conscience ; for, in his 
opinion, a man of virtue and common sense 
could not possibly be afraid of death, which 
IS not only the peaceful harbour that leceives 
him shattered on the tempestuous sea of life, 
but also the eternal seal of liis fame and glory, 
which it is no longer in his power to forfeit 
and forego. He lamented his fate, in being 
doomed t(i live in such degenerate days, 
when war is become a morcen.iry trade ; and 
ardently wished that the day would come, 
when heshouh* !:ave such an opportunity of 
signalizing his courage in « lie cause ofliberty, 
as that of Marathon, where an handful of 
Athenians, fighting fjr their freedom, defeat- 
ed the wh- !e strength of the Persian empire. 
“ Would to heaven,” said he, “ my muse 
were blessed with an occasioii to emulate 
that glorious testimony on the trophy in (Cy- 
prus, erected by Cimon, for two great victo- 
ries gained on the same day over tlio Per- 
sians by .sea and land; in v/hich it b very re- 


markable, that the greatness of the occasion 
Jias raised the manner of expression above 
the usual simplicity and modesty of all other 
ancient inscriptions.” lie then repeated it 
with all the pomp of declamation, and signi- 
fied his hope that the French would one day 
invade ns with such an army as that which 
Xerxes led into Greece, that it might be in 
his power to devote himself, like Leonidas, 
to the freedom of his country. 

Tliis memorable combat being thus dclcr- 
nlined, and every thing that was remarkable in 
Antwerp surveyed, they sent their baggage 
down the Scheldt to RottcAlam, and set out 
for the same place in a post-w'agon, wdiich that 
same evening brought them in safety to the 
banks of the Macse. They put up at an En- 
glish house of entertainment, remarkable for 
the modesty and moderation of the landlord ; 
and next morning the doctor w^eiit in person 
to deliver letters of recommendation to two 
Dutch gentlemen from one of his acquaint- 
ances at Paris. Neither of them happened 
to b‘e at home when he called ; so that he left 
a message at their lodgings, with his address , 
and in the afternoon they waited upon the 
company, and, after many liospitabie iirofes- 
sions, one of the two invited them to spend 
the evening at his house. 

Meanwhile, they had provided a pleasure 
yacht, in which they proposed to treat them 
with an excursion upon the Macse. This 
being almost the only diversion that place 
affords, our young gentleman relished the 
proposal ; and, notwithstanding the remon- 
strances of Mr Jolter, w ho declined the voy- 
age on account of the roughness of the wea- 
ther, they went on board without hesita- 
tion, and found a collation prepared in the 
cabin. 

While they tacked to and fro in the river, 
under the impulse of a mackerel breeze, the 
physician expressed his satisfaction, and Pal- 
let w'as ravished witli the entertainment. 
But the wind increasing, to the unspeakable 
joy of the Dutchmen, who had now an op- 
portunity of show ing their dexterity in the 
management of the vessel, the guests found 
it inconvenient to stand upon deck, and im- 
possible to sit below', on account of the clouds 
of tobacco smoke which rolled from the 
pipes of their entertainers, in such volumes, 
as annoyed them even to the hazard of suf- 
focation. This fumigation, together wdth 
the extraordinary motion of the ship, began 
to affect the head and stomach of the painter, 
who begged earnestly to be set on shore : 
but the lintch gentlemen, who had no idea of 
his sufferings, insisted, wdth surprising ob- 
stinacy of regard, upon his staying until he 
should see an instance of the skill of their 
mariners ; and, bringing him on dock, com- 
manded the men to carry the vesaePs lee 
gim-walf- under water. '^IMiis nicety of navi- 
gation they instantly performed, to the ad- 
m*:ratio:i of Pickcl, the discompo.Hiro of 
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doctor and terror of Pallet, who bleescd him- 
self from the courtesy of a Dutchman, and 
prjiyed to Heaven for his deliverance. 

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputa- 
tion of this feat, and the distress of the pain- 
ter at the same time, the yacht was overta- 
liOn by a sudden squall, that overset her in a 
moment, and flung every man overboard into 
the Maese, before they could have the least 
warning of tlnnr fate, much less time to pro- 
vide against the accident. Peregrine, who 
was an expert swimmer, reached the shore 
in safety ; the physician, in the agonies of 
despair, laid fast hold on the trunk-breeches 
of one of the men, who drag^d him to the 
otlier side ; the entertainers landed at the ; 
bomb-keys, smoking their pipes all the way j 
with great deliberation ; and the poor painter I 
must have gone to the bottom, had not he | 
been encountered by the cable of a ship that | 
lay at anchor near the scene of their disaster. I 
'J'hough his senses had forsaken him, hiii; 
i'.ands fastened by instinct on this providen- 
tial occurrence, which he held with such a 
convulsive grasp, that, when a boat was sent 
out to bring him on shore, it was with the 
utmost ditiiculty that his lingers were disen- 
gaged. lie was carried into a hoizse, deprived 
of the use of speech, and bereft of all sensa- 
tion ; and. being suspended by the heels, a 
vast quantity of water ran out of his mouth. 
This evacuation being made, he began tout- 
tor dreadful groans, which gradually increas- 
ed to a continued roar ; and, after he had re- 
gained the use of his senses, he underwent 
a delirium that lasted several hours. As for 
the treaters, they never dreamed of express- 
ing tlie least concern to Pickle or the physi- 
cian for what had happened, because it was 
ail accident so common as to pass without 
notice. 

Leaving the care of the vessel to the sea- 
men, tlie company retired to their respective 
lodgings, in order to shift their clothes; and 
ni the evening our travellers were conducted 
to the liouse of their I'ow friend, who, with 
a view of making his invitation the more 
agreeable, had assembled to the number of 
twenty or thirty Englishmen, of all ranks and 
degrees, from tlic merchant to the periwig- 
maker's ’prentice. 

In the midst of this congregation stood a 
chafing dish with live coals, for the conve- 
nience of lighting their pipes, and every in- 
dividual was accommodated witli a spitting- 
box. There was not a mouth in the apart- 
ment unfurnished with a tube, so that they 
resembled a congregation of chimeras breath- 
ing fire and smoke ; and onr gentlemen were 
fain to imitate their example in their own 
defence. It is not to he supposed that the 
conversation w'^as either very sprightly or po- 
lite: the whole entertainment was of the 
Dutch cast, frowsy and phlegmatic ; and our 
adventurer as he returned to his lodging, 
tortured with the headach, and disgusted with 
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every circumstance of his treatment, cursed 
the hour in which the doctor had saddled 
them with such troublesome companions. 

Next morning, by eight o’clock, these po- 
lite Hollanders returned the visit, and, after 
breakfast, attended their English friends to 
the house of a person that possessed a very 
curious cabinet of curiosities, to which they 
had secured our company’s admission. The 
owner of this collection was a cheesemon- 
ger, who received them in a woollen night- 
cap, with straps buttoned under his chin. As 
he understood no language but hia own, ho 
told them, by the canal of one of their con- 
ductors, that he did not makr a practice of 
showing his curiosities; but understanding 
that they were Englishmen, and recommend- 
ed to his friends, was content to submit them 
to their perusal. So saying, he led them up 
a dark stair, into a small room, decorated 
with a few paltry figures in plaster of Paris, 
two or three miserable landscapes, tljo skins 
of an otter, seal, and some fishes stulu'd; 
and in one corner stood a glass-case, fur- 
nished with newts, frogs, lizards, and ser- 
pents, preserved in spirits ; a human fmtus, 
a calf with two heads, and about two dozen 
of butterflies pinned upon paper. 

The virtuoso having exhibited these par- 
ticulars, eyed the strangers with a look so- 
liciting admiration and applause ; and as he 
could not perceive any symptom of either in 
their gostUKy? or countenances, witlidrcw a 
curtain, and displayed a wainscot chest of 
drawers, in which lie gave them to understand 
was something that would agreeably aninsi> 
the imagination. (Jfur travellers, regaled with 
this notice, imagined that they would be en- 
tertained with the siglit of some curious med- 
als, or other productions of antiquity; but 
how were they disappointed, when they saw 
nothing but a variety of .shells, disposed in 
whimsical figures, in each drawer ! After 
he had detained them full two hours with a 
tedious commentary upon the shape, size and 
colour of each department, ho, witli a super- 
cilious simper, desired that the English gen- 
tleman would frankly and candidly declare, 
whether his cabinet or liiat of Mynlieor 
Sloane at London, was the most valuable. 
When this request was signified in Englisli 
to the company, tlie painter instantly"^ ex- 
claimed, “ By the Lard ! they are not to he' 
named of a day : and as for that matter, I 
would not give one corner of J^iltcro’s oofrbe- 
house at Chelsea for all the trash he hail i 
shown.” Peregrine, unwilling to mortify 
any person wlio had done his endeavour to 
please him, observed, that what he had seen 
was very curious and entertaining ; but that 
no private collection in Europe was equal to 
that of Sir Hans Sloane, which, exclusive 
of presents, had cost an hundn?d thousand 
poiind.s. The two conductors were confound- 
ed at thLs asseveration, which being comm^ 
nicated to the cheesemonger, he shook his 
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head with a significant grin ; and, though he 
did not chuse to express his incredulity in 
words, gave our Iiero to understand, that he 
did not much depend upon his veracity. 

From the house of this Dutch naturalist, 
they were dragged all round the city by the 
painful civility of tHeir attendants, who did 
not quit them till the evening was well ad- 
vanced, and then not till after they had pro- 
mised to be with them before ton o’clock 
next day, in order to conduct them to a 
country house, situated in a pleasant village 
on the other side of the river. 

Pickle was already so much fatigued with 
their hospitality, that, for the first time of 
his life, ho suffered a dejection of spirits; 
and resolved, at any rate, to avoid the 
threatened persocutioii of to-morrow- With 
this view, he ordered his servants to pack up 
some clothes and linen in a portmanteau ; 
and in the morning embarked, with his 
governor, in the treckskuyt, for the Hague, 
whither ho pretended to bo called by some 
urgent occasion, leaving his fellow-travellers 
to make his apology to their friends; and 
assuring them that he would not proceed for 
Amsterdam without their society. 

He arrived at the Hague in the forenoon, 
and dined at an ordinary frequented by offi- 
cers and people of fashion ; where being in- 
formed that the princess would see company 
in the evening, he dressed himself in a rich 
suit of the Parisian cut, and went to court, 
without any introduction. A person of his 
appearance could not fail to attract the notice 
of such a small circle. The prince himself, 
understanding he was aii^Englishman and a 
stranger, went uj) to Jiim, without ceremony, 
and, having welcomed liim to the place, con- 
versed witli him for some minutes on the 
common topics of discourse. 


CHAPTER LXV. 

The.y •proceed to the Haufur, from whence 
they deport for Ainsterdaitiy where they 
see a Dvtch trai^edy — visit the music- 
house, in which Peregrine quarrels with 
the cap fain of a man of war — they pass 
through Jfaerlem, in their way to Leyden 
— return to Rotterdam, where the compa- 
ny separates, and our hrro, V)ith his at- 
tendants, arriie in safety at Harwich. 

Bkidto jumeti uy thei; fellow-travellers in 
the morning, they made a tour to all the re- 
markable places in this celebrated village ; 
saw the foundery, tlio stadthouse, the spin- 
hiiys, Vanxhall, uud (!)ount Bciitinck\s gar- 
dens, and in tlie evening weal to the French 
comedy, which was directed by a noted 
Harlequin, who had found moans to flatter 
the Dutch taste so effectually, that they ex- 
tolled him as the greatest actor that ever ap- 
peared in the province of Holland. This 


famous company did not represent regular 
theatrical piecci, but only a sort of im- 
promptus, in which this noted player always 
performed the greatest part of the enter- 
tainment. Among other sallies of wit that 
escaped him, there was one circumstance so 
remarkably adapted to the disposition and 
geniu.s of his audience, that it were pity to 
pass it over in silence. A windmill being 
exhibited on the scene, Harlequin, after 
having surveyed it with curiosity and admi- 
ration, asks one of the millers the use of 
that machine ; and being told that it was a 
windmill, observed, with some concern, that 
as there was not the least brfiitli of wind, 
he could not have the pleasure of seeing it 
turn round. Urged by this consideration, 
he puts himself into the attitude of a pcnu>ii 
wrapt in profound meditation ; and having 
continued a few seconds in this posture, 
runs to Iho miller with gi*cat eagerness and 
joy, and telling him that he had found an 
expedient to make his mill w'ork, very lliirly 
unbuttons his breeches; Ihen presenting hi^ 
posteriors to the sails of the machine, cer- 
tain explosions are immediately lieard, am* 
the arms of the mill begin to turn round, Ut 
the infinite satisfaction of the spectators,, 
who approve I he joke with loud peals of aj)- 
plause. 

Our travellers s^’ud a few days at the 
Hague, during which the young g(?iU!(!raaii 
waited on the Britisli ambassador, to whoii' 
he w^as rocominendt'd by Iiis excelhmcy 
Paris, and lost aboi.r thirty guineas at bil- 
liards to a FrencJi a .Iventuror, who decoyed 
him into the snare by keeping up bis game. 
Then they departed in a po&l-wagon for 
Amsterdam, being provided with letters of 
introduction to an English inenjhant residing 
in that city, under who.se auspices they vi- 
sited every thing w’ortli seeing, and, among 
other excursions, went to see a Dutch tra- 
gedy acted ; an entertaiiiiiient W’hich, of all 
others, had the sslranges^ efiert upon the 
organs of our lioro : tiic dress of their chief 
personages was so antic, their inanntT 
awkw'arldly absurd, and their language so 
ridiculously unlit for conveying tlie senti- 
ments of love and honour, that Peregrine’s 
nerves were diuretically affected with the 
complicated absurdity, and ho was compelled 
to withdraw twenty times before the catas- 
trophe of tlic piece. 

The subject of this performance w’as the 
famous story of Scipio’s continence and 
virtue, in restoring the fair captive to her 
lover. The young Roman Jiero was repri*- 
sented by a broad-tacod Batavian, in a burgo- 
master’s gown and a fur cap, sitting smoking 
his pipe at a table furnished with a cann of 
beer, a drinking glass, and a plate of tobacico. 
the lady was such a person a.s Scipio’ miglr 
very w^ell be supposed to give awMy, without, 
any great eftbrt of generosity; and indeed 
the Cclliberian prince seemed to be of that 
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opinion; for, upon receiving her from the 
hand of tlie victor, he discovered none of 
those transports of gratitude and joy which 
I iivy describes in recounting tins event. The 
Dutch Scipio, however, was complaisant 
enough in his way ; for he desired her to sit 
at his right hand, by the appellation of ya 
frowj and, with his own fingers, filling a 
pipe, presented it to Mynheer Allucio, 
the lover, 'flie rest of tlie economy of the 
piece was in the same taste ; which was so 
agreeable to the audience, that they seemed 
to have shaken off their natural phlegm, in 
order to applaud the performance. 

From the play our company adjourned to 
tlic house of their friend, where they spent 
the evening ; and the conversation turning 
upon poetry, a Dutchman who was present, 
and understood the English language, having 
listened very attentively to tJie discourse, 
lifted up with botli hands the greatest part of 
a Cheshire cliocsc that lay upon the table, 
saving, — “I do know vat is hooter. Mine 
hrotro be a groat boot, and ave vrought a 
book as dick as all dat.” Pickle,, diverted 
with this method of estimating an author ac- 
cording to the quantity of his works, inquired 
about the subjects of this bard’s writings; 
but of tlicse Ills brother could give no ac- 
count, or other information, but tliat there 
was little market for the I’omniodity, which 
liung lieavy upon his hands, and induced him 
to wish he liad applied himself to another 
trade. 

The only remarkable scesu! in Amsterdam 
which our company had not seen, was the 
Spuy], or music-houses, which, by the con- 
nivance of the magistrates, arc maintained 
for tJio recreation of those who might at- 
tempt the chastity of creditable women, if 
they were not provided with such conve- 
niences. To one of these night-houses did 
our travellers repair, under the coiuh^ct of 
tlie Eiiglisli merchant, and were introduced 
into such another place as the ever-rnemora- 
blo cofleehoust; of Moll King; with tliis dif- 
ference, that the company Iierc were not so 
riotous as the bucks of (Jovent-Gardon, but 
formed themselves into a circle, within which 
some of the number danced to the music of 
a scurvy organ and a few other iniftruments, 
that uttered tunes very suitable to the dis- 
position of tlic liearors, while the whole 
apartment was shrouded with clouds of 
smoke impervious to the view. When our 
gentlemen entered, the floor was occupied 
by two females and llieir gallants, who, in 
the performance of tlieir e.vcrcise, lifted their 
legs like so many oxen at plough ; and the 
pipe of one of those hoppers luippcuing to 
be exhausted in the midst of his saraband, 
he very deliberately drew forth his tobacco- 
box, filling and ligliting it again, without any 
interruption to the dance. Peregrine, being 
unchecked by the presence of his governor, 
who was too tender of his own reputation to 


attend them in this expedition, made up to a 
sprightly French girl, who sat in seeming 
expectation of a customer, and, prevailing 
upon her to be his partner, led Iier into the 
circle, and, in his turn, took the opportunity 
of dancing a minuet, to the admiration of all 
present. He intended to have exhibited 
another specimen of Iiis ability in this art, 
when a captain of a Dutch man of war 
chancing to come in, and seeing a stranger 
engaged with the lady whom, it seems, he? 
had bespoke lor his bedfellow, he advanced 
without any ceremony, and seizing her by 
the arm, pulled her to the otlier side of the 
room. Our adventurer, who was not a man 
to put up with such a brutal affront, followeil 
the ravisher with indignation in his eyes, 
and, pushing him on one side, retook the 
subject of their contest, and led her back tn* 
the place from whence she had been dragged. 
The Dutchman, enraged at the youth’s prt‘- 
sumption, obeyed the first dictates of Jiis 
clioler, and lent his rival a hearty box on tlie 
ear, which was immediately repaid witli 
interest, before our hero could rficolIf?ct him- 
self sufficiently to lay his hand upon hia 
sword, and beckon the aggi’cssor to tlv«* 
door. 

Notwithstanding the confusion and disor- 
der which this atlair produced in the room, 
and the endeavours of Pickle’s company, 
who inler})osed in order to prevent bloodsliotl, 
the antagonists reached the street ; and Per- 
egrine, dra\NPiiig, was surprised to see the 
captain advance against him with along knife, 
which he preferred to the sword that hung by 
his side. The ycvith, confounded at this 
preposterous behaviour, desired him in the 
French tongue, to lay aside that vulgar im- 
plement, and approach like a gentleman; but 
the Hollander, who neither understood tlu* 
proposal, nor would have complied with hi^ 
demand, hud he been made acquainted with 
his meaning, rushed forward like a desper- 
ado, before his adversary could put himself 
on his guard; and if the young geiitlonian 
had not been endued with surprising agility, 
his nose would have fallen a sacrifice to the 
fury of the assailant. Finding himself in 
such imminent jeopardy, ho leaped to one 
side, and the Dutchman passing him, in the 
force of his career, he, with one nimble kick , 
made such application to his enemy’s heels, 
that he flew like lightning into the-canai, 
where he had almost perisliecl, by pitching 
upon one of the posts with which it is fiicod. 

Peregrine having performed this exploit, 
did not stay for the captain’s coming on shore, 
but retreated with all dispatch, by the iidvico 
of his conductor; and next day onibarkcil 
with his companions, in the skuyt, for Haer- 
lein, where they dined, and, in the evening, 
arrived at the ancient city of Leyden, where 
they met witli some English students, who 
treated them with groat hospitality : not but 
that tlie harmony of the conversation was 
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that same niirlit interrupted, by a dispute that 
arose between one of those young gentlemen 
and the pliysician, about the cold and hot me- 
thods of proscription in the gout and rheuma- 
tism ; uiid proceeded to such a degree of mutu- 
al reviling, that Pickle, ashamed and inoens- 
0(1 at Iiis fellow traveller's want of urbanity, 
espoused the other’s cause, and openly rebuk- 
ed him for his unmannerly petulance, which 
(hr* said) rendenid him unfit for the purposes, 
and unworthy of the benefit, of society. This 
unexpected declaration overwhelmed the doc- 
tor with amazement and confusion ; he was 
instantaneously deprived of his speech, and, 
during the remaining part of the night, sat in 
silent mortification. In all probability, he 
deliberated with himself, whether or not he 
should expostulate with the young gentleman 
on the freedom he had taken with his char- 
acter in a company of strangers ; but as he 
know he had not a Pallet to deal with, he 
very prudently suppressed that suggestion, 
and in secret chewed the cud of resentment. 

After they had visited the physic garden, 
1 he university, tJie anatomical hall, and eveiy 
other thing that was recommended to their 
view, they returned to Rotterdam, and held 
a consultation upon the method of transport- 
ing themselves to England. The doctor, 
wfiose grudge against Peregrine was rather 
inflamed than allayed by our hero’s indif- 
ference and neglect, had tampered with the 
'^imjdicity of the painter, who was proud of 
his advances, towards a perfect reconcilia- 
tion ; and now took tlie opportunity of part- 
ing with our adventurer, by declaring that 
liO and his friend Mr Pallij^t were resolved to 
take their passage in a trading sloop, after 
ho had heard Peregrine object against that 
tedious, disagreeable, and uncertain inetliod 
of conveyance. Pickle immediately saw his 
intention ; and, without using the least ar- 
gument to dissuade tliem from their design, 
or expro.s.sing the smallest degree of concern 
at their separation, very coolly wished them 
n p;os porous voyage, and ordered his bag- 
g »g(; to be sent to Ilelvoelsluys. There he 
luuisolfand his retinue went onboard of the 
|>arket next da/, and, by the favour of a fair 
wind, in cightc^m hours arrived at ^Tarwich. 


rilAPTER T.X1II. 

Peregrine (JrUvrrs ?ijs lelters of recommerf 
daiion at and returns to the gar- 

risout to the uu.'>peaktib'? joy of the com- 
wodore. and his whole family. 

Now that our hero found himself on English 
ground, his heart dilolod with the proud re- 
collection of hi.? own improvcmenl since he 
left his native soil. He began to recognize 
the interesting ideas of his tender years ; he 
enjoyed, by anticipation the pleasure of see- 
ing his friends in the garrison, after an ab- 


sence of eighteen months ; and the image of 
his charming Emily, which other less worthy 
considerations had depressed, resumed the 
^11 possession of his breast. He remem- 
bered, with shame, that he had neglected the 
correspondence with her brother, which he 
himself had solicited, and in consefpience of 
which he had received a letter from that 
young gentleman, while he lived at Pari s . In 
spite of these conscientious reflections, lie 
was too self-sufficient to think he should find 
any difficulty in obtaining forgiveness for such* 
sins of omission ; and began to imagine, that 
his passion would be prejudicial to the dig- 
nity of his situation, if it could not be grati- 
fied upon terms which formerly his imoginn- 
tion durst not conceive. 

Sorry I am, that the task I have under- 
taken, lays me under the necessity of divulg- 
ing this degeneracy in the sentiments of our 
imperious youth, who was now in the* hey- 
day of his blood, flushed witli the conscious- 
ness of his own qualifications, vain of his for- 
tune, and elated on the wings of imaginary 
expectation. Though he was deejAy ena- 
moured of Miss Gauntlet, he was far from 
proposing her heart as the ultimate aim of 
his gallantry, which (he did not doubt) would 
triumph over tlic most illustrious females of 
the land, and at once regale his appetite and 
ambition. 

Meanwhile, being willing to make his ap- 
pearance at the garrison equally surprising 
and agreeable, ho cautioned Mr .loiter against 
writing to the commodore, who had not heard 
of them since their d( ]•>.•» rturc from Paris, nml 
hired a post chaise and horses for London. 
The governor, going out to give orders about 
the carriage, inadvertently left a paper book 
open upon tlie table ; and his pupil, casting 
his eye upon the page, chanced to read lhes(? 

words. “ Sept. Arrived in safety. 

by the blessing of God, in this unhappy king- 
dom of England. And thus concludes the 
journal of my last jiereOTination.” Pere- 
grine’s curiosity being inflamed by this ex- 
traordinary conclusion, he turned to the be- 
ginning, and perused several shc(*ts of n dairy, 
such as is commonly kept by that class of 
people known by the denomination of travel- 
ling governors, for the satisfaction of tlicm- 
selves and the parents or guardians of their 
pupils, and for the edification and entertain- 
ment of their friends. 

That the reader may have a clear idea, of 
Mr Jolter’s performance, we shall transcribe 
the transactions of one day, as he had re- 
corded them ; and tliat abstract will be a suf- 
ficient specimen of the whole plan and exe- 
cution of the work. 

“ May 3. At eight o’clock sot out from 
Rouloiigne in a post-chaise — the morning 
hazy and <-.old. Fortified rny stomach with a 
conlial. Recommended ditto to Mr P. as an 
antidote a^inet the fog. Mem. He refused 
it. The hither horse greased in the otf-pas- 
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tern ofthe hind leg. Arrive at Sainers. Mem. 
This lost was a post and a half, t. e. three 
leagues, or nine English miles. The day 
clears up. A fine champaigne country, Weft 
stored with corn. The postilion says his 
prayers in passing by a wooden crucifix upon 
the road. Mem. The horses stalled in a 
small brook that runs in a bottom betwixt 
two hills. Arrive • at Corinont. A common 
post. A dispute with my pupil, who is ob- 
btinate, and swayed by an unlucky prejudice.' 
Proceed to Montreuih where we dine on 
choice pigeons. A very moderate charge. 
No chamber-pot in the room, owing to the 
negligence of tlie maid. This is an extraor- 
dinary post. Set out again for Nainpont. 
Troubled with flatulencies and indigestion. 
Mr P. is sullen, and seems to mistake an 
eructation for the breaking of wind back- 
wards. From Nampont depart for Dernay, 
at which place we arrive in the evening, and 
propose to stay all night. N.B. — The two 
last are double posts, and our cattle very 
wulling, though not strong. Sup on a deli- 
cate ragout and excellent jiartridges, in com- 
pany with Mr H. and his spouse. Mem. 
The said H. trod upon my corn by mistake. 
Discharge the bill, which is not very reason- 
able. Dispute with Mr P. about giving mo- 
ney to the servant ; ho insists upon my giv- 
ing a twenty-four sols piece, which is too 
much by two-thirds, in all conscience. N.B. 
— She was a pert baggjige, and did not de- 
serve a hard.” 

Our hero was so much disobliged with 
certain circumstances of this amusing and 
instructing journal, that, by way of punishing 
the author, he interlined these words be- 
twixt two paragraphs, in a manner that ex- 
actly resembled the tutor’s hand-writing. — 
“ Mem. Had the pleasure of drinking my- 
self into a sweet intoxication, by toasting 
our lawful king, and his royal family, apiong 
worthy Englisli fathers of the society 
of Jesus.” 

Having taken this revenge, he set out for 
London, where he waited upon those noble- 
men to whom he had letters of recommen- 
dation from Paris : and was not only gracious- 
ly received, but even loaded with caresses 
and proffers of service, because they under- 
stood he was a young gcntlefiian of fortune, 
wlio, far from standing in need of their 
countenance or assistance, would make an 
useful and creditable addition to the number 
of their adherents. He had the honour of 
dining at their tables, in consequence of 
pressing invitations, and of spending several 
eveninffws with the ladies, to whom he was 
particularly agreeable, on account of bis 
person, address, and bleeding freely at play. 

Being thus initiated in the beau monde, 
he thought it was high time to pay his res- 
pects to liis generous benefactor, the com- 
modore ; and accordingly departed, one 
morning, with his train, for the garrison, at 


which he arrived in safety the same night. 
When he entered the gate, which w.'is opiiii- 
ed by a new servant that did not know hi in, 
he found his old friend Hatchway stalking in 
the yard, with a night-cap on his head, and a 
pipe in his mouth ; aiuL advancing to him, 
took him by the hand, before he had any inti- 
mation of his approach. The lieutenant, 
thus saluted by a stranger, stared at him in 
silent astonishment, till he recollected his 
features, which were no sooner known, than, 
dashing the pipe upon the pavement, he ex- 
claimed, — “ Smite my croBS-trees ! th’art 
welcome to port;” and hugged him in his 
arms with great affection, lie then, by a 
cordial squeeze, expressed his satisfaction at 
seeing his old shipmate Tom, who applying 
his whistle to his mouth, the whole castle 
echoed with his performance. 

The servants, hearing the well-known 
sound, poured out in a tumult of joy; and, 
understanding that their young master was 
returned, raised such a peal of acclamation, 
as astonished the commodore and his lady, 
and inspired Julia, with such an interesting 
presage, that her heart began to throb with 
violence. Running out in the hurry and 
perturbation of her liope, she was so much 
overwhelmed at sight of her brother, that 
she actually fainted in his arms. But from 
this trance she soon awaked ; and Peregrine, 
having testified his pleasure and affection, 
went up stairs, and prdbented himself before 
his godfather hnd aunt. Mrs Trunnion rose 
and received him with a gracious embrace, 
blessing God for bis happy return from a 
land of impiety and fricc, in which she hoped 
his murals had not been corrupted nor his 
principles of religion altered or impaired. 
The old gentleman being confined to his 
chair, was struck dumb with pleasure at his 
appearance : and, having made divers inef- 
fectual efforts to get up, at length discharged 
a volley of curses against his own limbs, and 
held out his hand to his godson, who kissed 
it with great respect. 

After he had finished his apostrophe to 
the gout, which was the daily and hourly 
subject of his execrations, — “ Well, my lad,” 
said he, “ I care not how soon I go to the 
bottom, now I behold thee safe in harbour 
again ; and yet 1 tell a damn’d lie ; 1 would 
1 could keep afloat until I should see a lusty 
boy of thy begetting. Odds my timbers I 
I love thee so well, that I believe thou art 
the spawn of my own body ; though I can 
give no account of thy being put upon the 
stocks.” Then turning his eye upon Pipes, 
who by this time had penetrated into his 
apartment, and addressed him with the usual 
salutation of “what cheer?” “ Ahey,” cried 
he, “ ore you there you herring-faced son of 
a sea-calf? what a slippery trick you played 
your old commander! but come, you dog! 
there’s my fist ; I forgive yon, for the love 
you bear to my godson. Go, man your 
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tackle, and hoist a cask of strong beer into 
the yard, knock out the bung, and put a 
pump in it, for tlie use of all my servants and 
neighbours ; and, d’ye hear, let the patere- 
rocs be fired, and the garrison illuminated, 
;i8 rejoicings for tjic safe arrival of your 
master. By the l^rd ! if I had the use of 
these damn’d shambling shanks, 1 would 
danre a hornpipe with the best of you.” 

'Die next object of his attention was Mr 
Jolter, who was honoured with particular 
marks of distinction, and the repeated pro- 
mise of enjoying the living in his gift, as an 
acknowledgment of the care and discretion 
with which he had superintended the edu- 
cation and morals ot our hero. The gover- 
nor was so aftccted by the generosity of his 
patron, that the tears ran down his cheeks, 
while he expressed his gratitude, and the 
infinite satisfaction he felt, in contemplating 
the accomplishments of his pupil. 

Meanwhile Pipes did not neglect the orders 
he had received ; the beer was produced, the 
gates w'ere thrown open for the admission of 
all coiners, the whole house was lighted up, 
and the patereroes were discharged in re- 
peated volleys. Such phenomena could not 
fail to attract the notice of the neighbour- 
hood. The club at Tunley’a wore astonished 
at the report of the guns, which produced 
various conjectures among the members of 
that sagacious society. The landlord ob- 
served, that, in all likelihood, the commodore 
was visited by hobgoblins, anJ ordered the 
guns to be fired in token of distress, as he 
had acted twenty years before, when he was 
annoyed by tiie same grievance. The ex- 
ciseman, with a waggish sneer, expressed 
his apprehension of Trunnion’s death, in con- 
sequence of which the patereroes might be 
discharged with an equivocal intent, either 
as signals of his lady’s sorrow or rejoicing. 
The attorney signified a suspicion of Hatch- 
way’s being married to Miss Pickle, and that 
the firing and illuminations were in honour 
of the nuptials; upon which Gamaliel dis- 
covered some faint signs of emotion, and, 
taking the pipe from his mouth, gave it as 
his opinion, that his sister was brought to 
bed. 

While they were thus bewildered in the 
maze of their own imaginations, a company 
of countrymen, who sat drinking in the 
kitchen, and whose legs were more ready 
than their invention, sallied out to know the 
nieaning oi these exh bitions. Understand- 
ing lliat there was a butt of strong beer a- 
broach in the yard, to which they were in- 
vited hr the servants, thiw saved themselves 
‘ the trouble and expense of returning to spend 
the evening at the public house, and listed 
themselves under the banner of Tom Pipes, 
who presided as direct()r of this festival. 

The news of Peregrine’s return being 
communicated to the parish, the parson, and 
three or four neighbouring gentlemen, who 


were wellwishers to our hero, immediately 
repaired to the garrison, in order to pay their 
compliments on this happy event, and were 
detained to supper. An elegant entertain- 
ment was prepared by the direction of Miss 
Julia, who was an excellent housewife ; and 
the commodore was so invigorated with joy, 
that he seemed to have renewed his ago. 

Among those who honoured the occasion 
with his presence was Mr Clover, the young 
gentleman that made his addresses to Pere- 
grine’s sister.ii H48 heart was so big with his 
passion, that, while the rc^t of the company 
were engrossed by their cups, he seized an 
opportunity of our hero’s being detached 
from the conversation, and, in the impatience 
of his love, conjurqii him to consent to liis 
happiness ; protesting, that he would comply 
with any terms of settlement that a man of 
his fortune could embrace, in fiiVour of a 
young lady, who was absolute mistress of 
his aflection. 

Our youth thanked him very politely for 
his favourable sentiments and honourable in • 
tention towards his sister, and told him, that 
at present he saw no reason to obstruct his 
desire; that be would consult Julia’s own 
inclination, and confer with him about the 
means of gratifying his wish; but, in the 
mean time, begged to be excused from dis- 
cussing any point of such importance to them 
both. Reminding him of the jovial- purpose 
on which they were happily met, lie pro- 
moted such a quick circulation of’ the bottle, 
that their mirth grf‘\v noisy and obstreperous ; 
they broke forth into repeated peals of 
laughter, without any previous incitement, 
except that of claret. These explosions 
were succeeded by Bacchanalian songs, in 
which the old gentleman himself attempted 
to bear a share ; the sedate governor snappr'd 
time with his fingers, and the parish priest, 
assis^d in the chorus, with a most expres- 
sive nakedness of countenance. Before mid- 
night, they were almost all pinned to their 
chairs, as if they had been fixed by tlie power 
of enchantment; and, what rendered the 
confinement still more unfortunate, every 
servant in the house was in the same situa- 
tion ; so that they were fain to take their 
repose os they sat, and nodded at each other 
like a congregation of anabaptists. 

Next day Peregrine communed with his 
sister on the subject of her match with Mr 
Clover, who (she told him) had offered to 
settle a jointure of four hundred pounds, and 
take her to wife, without any expectation of 
a dowry. She moreover gave him to under- 
stand, that, in his absence, she had received 
several messages from her mother, com- 
manding her to return to her father’s house ; 
but that she had refused to obey these orders, 
by the advice and injunction of her aunt and 
the commodore, which were indeed seconded 
by her own inclination ; because she had all 
the reason in the world to believe, that her 
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-mother only wanted an opportunity of treating 
Jier with severity and rancour. The re- 
sentment of that lady had been carried to 
b'lioh indecent lengths, that, seeing her daugh* 
ter at church one day, she rose up before the 
parson entered, and reviled her with great 
bitterness in the face of the whole congre- 
tyation. 


CHAPTER LXVII. 

I 

f^ees his sister happily married — visits 
Kmily, who receives him according to 
his deserts. 

Her brother being of opinion that Mr 
Clover’s proposal was not to be neglected, 
cispecially as Julia’s heart wjis engaged in 
his favour, communicated the affair to his 
uncle, who, with the approbation of Mrs 
Trunnion, declared himself well satisfied 
with the young man’s addresses, and desired 
that they might be buckled with all expe- 
vlition, without the knowledge or concur- 
rence of her parents, to whom (on account 
of their unnatural barbarity) she was not 
bound to pay the least regard. Though our 
adventurer entertained the same sentiments 
of the matter, and the lover dreading some 
obstruction, earnestly begged the immediate 
condescension of his mistress, she could not 
be prevailed upon to take such a material 
step, without having first solicited the per- 
mission of her father, resolving, nevertheless, 
to comply with the dictates of her own heart, 
should his objections be frivolous or unjust. 

Urged by this determination, her admirer 
waited upon Mr Gamaliel at the public- 
house, and, with the appearanco of great 
deference and respect, made bln) {icquaJiited 
with his affection for his daughter, communi- 
cated the particulars of his fortune, with the 
terms of settlement he was ready to rnake ; 
and, in conclusion, told him, that he would 
marry her without a portion. This last offer 
veemed to have some weight with the father, 
who received it with civility, and promised 
m a day or two to favour him with a final 
answer to his demand, lie, accordingly, 
I hat same evening consulted his wife, who 
being exasperated at the prospect of her 
daughter’s independency, argued with the 
most vinilent expostulation against the 
match, as an impudent scheme of her own 
planning, with a view of insulting her pa- 
rents, towards whom she had already been 
guilty of the most vicious disobedience. In 
sliort, she used such remonstrances, as not 
only averted this weak husband’s inclination 
from the proposal, which he had relished be- 
fore, but even instigated him to apply for a 
warrant to apprehend his daughter, on the 
supposition that she was about to bestow 
liorself in marriage without his privity or 
consent. 


The justice of peace, to whom this appli- 
cation was made, though he could not refuse 
the order, yet, being no stranger to the male* ; 
volcnce of the mother, which^ together 
Gamaliel’s simplicity, \yas notorious in ^ ' 
county, he sent an intui^iation of what 
happened to the garrison ; upon whichVtt " 
couple of sentinels were ])laccd on the gate,' 
and, at the pressing solicitation of the lover, 
as well as the desire of the commodore, Jier 
brother, and aunt, Julia was wediled without 
further delay ; the ceremony being perform- 
ed by Mr Jolter, because the parish priest 
prudently declined any occasion of giving 
offence, and the curate was too much in the 
interest of their enemies to be employed in 
that office. 

This domestic concern being settled to the 
satisfaction of our hero, he escorted her next 
day to the house of her husband, who im- 
mediately wrote a letter to Iier father, declar- 
ing his reasons for having thus superseded 
his authority; and Mrs Pickle’s mortificatioi^ 
was unspeakable. 

That the new married couple might be 
guarded against all insult, our young gen- 
tleman and his friend Hatchway with their 
adherents, lodged in Mr Clover’s house for 
some weeks ; (luring which they visited their 
acquaintance in the neighbourhood, accord- 
ing to custom. When the tranquillity of 
their family was perfectly established, and 
the contract of marriage executed in the 
presence of the old commodore and his lady, 
who gave her niece live hundred pounds to 
purchase jewels and clothes, Mr Peregrine 
could no longer retrain his impatience to 
see his dear Emilia; and told his uncle, that 
next day ho proposed to ride across the 
country, in order to visit his friend Gauntlet, 
whom ho had not heard of for a long time. 

The old gentleman, looking stcdfastly in 
his face, — “Ah ! damn your cunning !” said 
he, “ I find the anchor holds fast ! 1 did sup- 
pose as how you would have slipt your cable 
and changed your birth ; but 1 see, when a 
young fellow is once brought up by a pretty 
wench, he may man his capstans and viol 
blrick if he w'ool ; but he’ll as soon heave up 
the Peak of Tcncriffc, as briiig his anchor 
a-weigh ! Odds keartlikins I had I known 
the young woman was Ned Gauntlet’s 
daughter, I shouldn’t have thrown out a 
signal for leaving off chase.” 

Our adventurer was not a little .surprised 
to hear the commodore talk in- this style ; 
and immediately conjectured that bis Vricnd 
Godfrey had informed him of the wiioh' 
affair. Instead of listening to this appro- 
bation of his flame with those transports of 
joy which he would have felt, had ho retain- 
ed his former sentiments, he was chagrined 
at Trunnion’s declaration, and offend(»d at 
the presumption of the young soldier, in pre- 
suming to disclose the .secret with vyhich ho 
had intrusted him. Reddening with these 
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reiiections, he assured the commodore, that 
he never had serious thoughts of matrimony; 
so that, if any person had told him he was 
* nnder any e.igagement of that kind, he had 
abifsed his ear: for he protested that he 
would never contract such attachments 
without his knowledge and permission. 

Trunnion commended him for Ins prudent 
/osolution, and observed, that, .though no 
nerson mentioned to him wliat promises had 
passed betwixt him and his sweetheart, it 
was very plain that he had made love to her ; 
and, therefore, it was to be supposed that 
his intentions were honourable ; for lie could 
not believe lie was such a rogue in his heart, 
as to endeavour to debauch the daughter of 
a brave officer, who had served liis country 
willi credit and reputation. Notwithstanding 
this remonstrance, which Pickle imputed to 
the commodotd*s ignoranec of the world, he 
set out for the himitatioii of Mrs Gauntlet, 
with the unjustifiable sentiments of a man of 
"pleasure, who sacrifices every consideration 
to the desire of Jiis ruling appetite ; and, as 
Winchester lay in his way, resolved to visit 
some of his friends who lived in that place. 
It was in the house of one of these that he 
was informed of Emilia’s being then in town 
with her mother; upon which lie excused 
himself from staying to drink tea, and im- 
mediately repaired to their lodgings, accord- 
ing to the directions he liad received. 

When he arrived at the door, instead of 
undergoing that perturbation of spirits which 
a lover in his interesting situation might be 
supposed to feel, he suffered no emotion but 
that of vanity and pridte, favoured with an 
opportunity of self-gratification, and entered 
his Emilia’s apartment with the air of a con- 
ceited petit-maitre, rather tJian that of the 
respectful admirer, wlum he visits the object 
of his passion, after an absence of seventeen 
months. 

The young lady, having been very mucli 
ilisobliged at his mortifying neglect of her 
brother’s letter, had summoned all her own 
pride and resolution to her aid ; and, by 
means of a happy disposition, so far over- 
I H’.ne her chagrin at his indifTerence, that 
s li'* was able to behave in his presence with 
iippan nt tranquillity and ease. She was even 
p!eaf'^Ml to find he had, by accident, chosen a 
rmio jhrhis visit when she was surrounded 

two or three young gentlemen, v.’ho pro- 
fessed ihfjmficlves her admirers. Our gallant 
wa=; no ; «iC.ier annf ’mced, than she collected 
a.’ I her coquetry, pul ou the gayest air she 
( -vUild assume, and contrived to giggle just 
as I T appeared at the room door. The com- 
jviments of salutation being performed, she 
welcomed him to England in a careless man- 
ner, asked the news of Paris, and, before he 
could make any reply, desired one of the 
otlier gentlemen to proceed with the sequel 
of that comical adventure, in tlie relation of 
which he had been interrupted. 


Peregrine smiled within himself at this be- 
haviour, which (without all doubt) he be- 
jieved she had affected, to punish him for his 
/unkind silence while he was abroad, being 
fully persuaded that her heart was absolutely 
at "his devotion. Ou this supposition, he 
practised his Parisian improvements in tlie 
art of conversation, and uttered a thousand 
prettinesses in the way of compliment, with 
such incredible rotation of tongue, that his 
rivals were struck dumb with astonishment, 
and Emilia fretted out of all temper, at see- 
ing herself deprived of the prerogative of the 
sex. He persisted, however, in this sur- 
prising loquacity, until the rest of the com- 
pany thought proper to withdraw, and then 
contracted his discourse into the focus ot 
love, which now put on a very diflerent ap- 
pearance from that which it had formerly 
worn. Instead of awful veneration, which 
her presence used to inspire, that ch.astity of 
sentiment, and delicacy of expression, ho 
now gazed upon her with the eyes of a lib- 
ertine ; he glowed with the impatience of de- 
sire, talked in a strain that barely kept witli- 
iii the bounds of decency, and attempted to 
snatch such favours, os she, in the tender- 
ness of mutual acknowledgment, had once 
vouchsafed to bestow. 

Grieved and offended as she was, at this 
palpable alteration in his carriage, she dis- 
dained to remind him of his former deport- 
ment, and, with dissembled good humour, 
rallied him on the progress he had made in 
gallantry and address ; but, far from submit- 
ting to the liberties he would liave taken, she 
kept her person sacred from his touch, and 
would not even suffer him to ravish a kiss 
of her fair hand ; so that he reaped no other 
advantage from the exercise of Ins talents, 
during this interview, wliich lasted a whole 
Jiour, than that of knowing he had overrated 
his o,wn importance, and that Emily’s heart 
was not a garrisoa likely to surrender at 
discretion. 

At lengtli his addresses were intcrniptcd by 
the arrival of the mother, who had gone 
abroad to visit by lierself ; and Hie conversa- 
tion becoming more general, he understood 
that Godfrey was at London, soliciting for a 
lieutenancy that had fiillen vacant in the re- 
giment to which he belonged ; and that Miss 
Sophy was at home with Tier fitlior. 

Though our adventurer had nut met with 
all the success he expected by his first visit, he 
did not despair of reducing the fortress, be- 
lieving that in time there would be a mutiny 
in his favour; and, accordingly, carried on 
the siege for several days, without profiting 
by his perseverance; till, at length, having 
attended the ladies to tlieir own house in the 
country, he began to look upon this adven- 
ture as time mis-spont, and resolved to dia- 
coutinne his attack, in hopes of meeting with 
a more favourable occasion; being, in tlie 
mean time, ambitious of displaying, in an 
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lijglier sphclti rl)osc qualilicatioiis winch Jiis 
vanity told liiin were at present misapplied. 


CHAPTER LXVIIT. 

Ue attends his uncle with great affection 
during a Jit of ilbiess — sets out again for 
London — meets with his friend Godfrey, 
who is •prevailed upon to accompany him 
to Bath; on the road to which place they 
chance to dine with a person who enter- 
tains them with a curious account of a 
certain company of adventurers. 

Thus dclcrinined, he took leave of Emilia and 
her mother, on pretence of going to London, 
upon some urgent business, and returned to 
the garrison, leaving the good old lady very 
iuiich concerned, and the daughter incensed at 
his boliaviour, which was the more iincxpect- 
«jd, because Godfrey had told them that the 
ouinmodore approved of his nephew’s passion. 

Our adventurer found his uncle so ill of the 
gout, wliicli, fur the first time, had taken 
i) Obsession of his stomach, that liis life was | 
ill imminent danger, and the wliolo family iu 
disorder; lie, therefore, took the reins of 
government in his own liands, sent for all 
tJio physicians in the neighbourhood, and at- 
tended him in person with the most affec- 
tionate care during the whole fit, which 
lasted a fortnight, ajid then retired before 
the strength of Ids constitution. 

VVhen 'tlic old gentleman recovered Ins 
iicalili, he was so penetrated with Peregrino’s 
behaviour, that he actually would have made 
over to him his whole fortune, and depended 
upon 'bini for his own subsistence, had not 
oiir youth opposed the execution of the 'deed 
with all his influence and might, and even 
persuaded him to make a will, in which Ids 
friend Hatchway and all his other adherents 
were liberally remembered, and his aunt pro- 
vided for on lier own terms. This material 
])oint being settled, he, with his uncle’s per- 
iiiission, departed for J-.oudon, after having 
seen the family aflairs i-stablished under the 
ihrecl.ion and administration of iNIr Jolter and 
tl'.e lieutenant ; for, by this time, Mrs Trun- 
nion was wliolly occupied with her spiritual 
concerns. 

On his first arrival at London, he sent a 
card to the lodgings of Gauntlet, in con- 
sequence of a direction from his mother; 
and that young gentleman waited on him 
next morning, though not willi that alacrity 
of countenance and warmth of friendship 
which might have lieen expected ftom the 
intimacy of their former connexion. Nor 
was Peregrine himself acttiated by the same 
unreserved afleclion for the soldier wiiich ho 
had formerly entertained. Godfrey, ovt»r and 
above the oflbnce he had taken at Pickle’s 
<»mission in point of corresponding with him, 
iiad been iiifbrmed by ct letter from his motlicr 
^ ' IG 


of the youtJi’s cavalier behaviour to Emilia, 
during his last residence at Winchester; and 
our young gentleman (as wo have already 
observed) was disgusted at the supposed 
discovery which the soldier had made in in.'? 
absence to the cominodofc. They perceived 
their mutual umbrage at meeting, and rc?- 
ceived each other with that civility of re- 
serve wliicli commonly happens between two 
persons when their friendship is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divined the cause of the 
other’s displeasure ; and, in order to vindicate 
his own character, after the first compliments 
were passed, took llie opportunily, on in- 
quiring after the health of ti^e commodore, 
to tell Peregrine, that, while he tarried at 
the garrison, ?in his return from Dover, the 
subject of tlie conversation one night haji- 
pening to turn on our hero’s passion, the old 
gcntloiiiaii had expressed his concern about 
that affair; and, among other observations, 
said, he supposed the object of his love was 
some paltry hussy, whom ho liad picked lu) 
when he was a boy at school. Upon win.-. 
Mr Hatchway assured him, that she was a 
young w’ornan of as good a family as any iu 
the county; and, after having preposbObseil 
him in her favour, ventured (out of the zeal 
of his friendship; to tell who she was : where- 
fore the discovery was not to bo imputed t • 
any other cause; and he hoped ]Mr Pick!*- 
would acquit him of all share in the transact ’.o.. 

Peregrine was very well pleased to bo tlius 
undeceived ; •his countenance immediately 
cleared np, the formality of his behaviour 
relaxed into liis usual familiarity : ho asked 
jiardon for his imirfannerly neglect of God- 
frey’s letter, which, he protested, vvas not 
owing to any disregard, or abatement of 
friendship, but to the hurry of yor.thful en- 
gagements. in consequence of which he iiad 
procrastinated his answer from time to time, 
until he was ready to return in person. 

The young soldier was contented with 
this apology; .and, (its Pickle’s intention, with 
respect to hi.**, sister, was still - dubious and 
undeclared, he did not think it wa^ in- 
cumbent upon him, as yet, to express any 
lusentment on that score; but was wise 
enough to foresee, that the jenewaJ of his 
intimacy with our young gentleman mi^t bp 
the means of reviving that flame which had 
boon dissipated by a variety , pf new ideas. 
With those sentiments he laid aside all re- 
sciTC, and their comnumication immediately 
resumed its former channel. Peregrine made 
liim acquainted with ,all tlic adventures in 
which he had- boon engaged since their 
parting; and he, wilii the same confidence, 
related the remarkable incidents of his own 
flite ; among other things giving liim to un- 
derstand, that, upon obtaining a commission 
in the army, the father of liis dear Sophy, 
without once inquiring about (he occasion of 
his promotion, had not only favoured him 
with lus ccuntonancc i:i a much greater de- 
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gree than heretofore, but also contributed his accruing from their industry and skill, and 
interest, and even promised the assistance of reserving the greatest share for the benefit 
iiis purse, in procuring for him a lieutenancy, of the common stock, which was chargeable 
winch lie was then soliciting with all his with the expence of fitting out individuals in 
power; whereas, if he had not been enabled, their various pursuits, as well as with the 
by a most accidental piece of good fortune, loss sustained in the course of their adven- 
to lift himself into fhe sphere of an officer, tures. Some, whose persons and qualifica- 
lio had all the reason in the world to believe tions are by the company judged adequate to 
that this gentleman, and all the rest of his the task, exert their talents in making love 
wealthy relations, would have suffered him to ladies of fortune, being accommodated 
to languisli in obscurity and distress ; and by with money and accoutrements for that pur- 
turning his misfortune into reproach, make pose, after having given their bonds payable 
it a plea for their own want of generosity to one or other of the directors, on the day 
and friendship. of marriage, for certain sums, proportioned 

Peregrine, understanding the situation of to the dowries they are to receive. Others, 
his friend's affairs, would have accotnmodat- versed in the doctrine of chances, and certain 
ed him upon the instant with a sum to acdele- secret expedients, frequent all those places 
rate the passage of his commission through where games of hazard arc allowed ; and such 
the offices ; but, being too well acquainted as are masters in the arts of billiards, ten- 
witli his scrupulous disposition, to manifest nis, and bowls, are continually lying in wait, 
his benevolence in that manner, he found in the scenes of these diversions, for the 
means to introduce himself to one of the ignorant and unwary. A fourth class attend 
gentlemen of the war-office, who was so well horse-races, being skilled in those mysterious 
satisfied with the arguments he used in behalf practices by which the knowing ones are 
of his friend, that Godfrey’s business was taken in. Nor is this community unflirnisJi- 
transacted in a very few days, though he ed with those who lay wanton wives and old 
liimself knew nothing of his interest being rich widows under contribution, and extort 
thus reinforced. money by prostituting themselves to the 

By this time, the season at Bath was embraces of their own sex, and then threa- 
Legun ; and our hero, panting with the desire toning their admirers with prosecution. But 
of distinguishing himself at that resort of the their most important returns are made by 
fashionable world, communicated his design that body of their undertakei*s who exercise 
of going thither to his friepd Godfrey, whom their understandings in the innumerable 
ho importuned to accompany* him in the stratagems of the card-table, at which no 
excursion ; and leave of absence from his sharper can be ? infamous to be received, 
regiment being obtained by the influence of and even caressed, by persons of the highest 
Peregrine’s new quality friends^ the two rknk and distinction. Among other articles 
companions departed from London in a post- of intelligence, our young gentleman learned, 
chaise, attended, as usual, by the valet do that those agents, by whom their guest vvas 
chambreand Pipes, who were become almost broke, and expelled * from Bath, had consti- 
as necessary to our adventurer as any two of tuted a bank, against all sporters, and moho- 
his own organs. " polized the advantage in all sorts of play‘. . 

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner,. He then told Gauntlet, that, if he wotdd.put 
Godfrey jjerceived a person walking by him- himsdlf under his direction, he would return 
self in the yard, with a very pensive air, and, with them, and lay such a scheme as would 
upon observing him mpre narEj^ly; recognis- infallibly ruin the whole society, at billiards, 

‘ ed hhn to be, a profess^ gamester, whom he as he knew that Godfrey excelled them all in 
had formerly knoiyn gt Tunbridge. On the his knowledge of that game, 
strength of this acquaintance, he accosted The soldier excused himself from en- 
the peripatetfti^who knew him immediately ; gaging in any party of tha.t kiiul ; and after 
and, in the f^ness of his grief and vexation, dinner the travellers parted ; but, as the con- 
tbld him, thtf he was now on his return from versation between the two friends turned iip- 
Bath, whe^e, he had been stripped by a com- on the information they had received, Perc- 
p^nyof shat^fe, who resented that he should grine projected a plan for punishing those 
• jip^esutQc *0 upon his own bottom. villanouS pests of society, who prey upon 

who w .8 extremely curious in their fcllow-creaturcs; and it was put in exe- 
hi5 i^Bqhiries^ iix^agiqjng that he might learn cution by Gauntlet in the following manner, 
soia^ ^p^r^iiigand useful anecdotes from 
the .amst,' fttvHed Mm to dinner, and was 

accordui^,i!|}dly informed of all the political CHAPTER LXIX. 

systems at, Boh. V He understood that there , r. , , 

was at Londdh e^ great company of ndven- executis a scheme at Batht by 

turew, who emtploj^ed agents in all the dif- ^Mch a whole company of sharpers are 
ferent branches of imposition throughout the ruined, 

^ whole kingdom of England, allowing these On the evening after their arrival at Bath, 
.ministers a certain proportion of tlic profits \ Godfrey, who had kept himself up all day for 
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that purpose, wont, in boots, to the billiard 
table ; and, two gentlemen being at play, be- 
gan to bet with so little appearance of judg- 
ment, that one of the adventurers then pre- 
sent was inflamed with the desire of profiting 
by his inexperience ; and, when the table 
was vacant, invited him to take a game for 
amusement. The soldier, assuming the air 
of a self-conceited dupe, answered, that he 
did not chuse to throw away his time for 
nothing, but, if he pleased, would piddle for 
a crown a game. This declaration was very 
agreeable to the other, who wanted to be 
further confirmed in the opinion he had con- 
ceived of the stranger, before he would play 
for any thing of consequence. The party 
being accepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, 
and, beginning with seeming eagerness, won 
the first game, because his antagonist kept 
up his play with a view of encouraging him 
to wager a greater sum. The soldier purpose- 
ly hit at the hook, the stakes were doubled, 
and he was again victorious, by the permis- 
sion of his competitor. He now began to 
yawn ; and observing, that it was not worth 
his while to proceed in such a childish man- 
ner, the other swore, in an affected passion, 
that he would play with him for twenty 
guineas. The proposal being embraced, 
(through the connivance of Godfrey), the 
money was won by the sharper, who exerted 
his dexterity to the uttermost, fearing that 
otherwise his adversary would decline con- 
tinuing the game. 

Godfrey, thus conquered, pretended to lose 
his temper, cursed his own ill luck, swore 
that the table had a cast, and that the balls 
did not .run true, changed his mast, and with 
great warmth challenged his enemy to double 
the sum. The gamester, who feigned re- 
luctance, complied with his desire; and, 
having got the two first hazards, offered to 
lay one hundred guineas to fifty on the g|ime. 
The odds were taken ; and Godfrey having 
allowed himself to be overcome, began to 
rage with great violence, broke the mast to 
pieces, threw the balls out at the window, 
and, in the fury of his indignation, defied his 
antagonist to njeet him to-morrow, when lie 
should be refreshed from the fatigue of tra- 
velling. This was a very welcome invitation 
to the gamester, who, imagining that the 
soldier would turn out a most beneficial prize, 
assured him, that he would not fail to be 
there next forenoon, in order to give him his 
revenge. 

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fiilly 
certified of his own superiority, and took his 
measures with Peregrine, touching the prose- 
cution of their scheme ; while his opponent 
made a report of his success to the brethren 
of the gang, who resolved to be present at 
the decision of the match, with a view of 
taking advantage of the stranger’s passionate 
disposition. 

Affairs being thus concerted on both sides, 
Y 


the players met according to appointment, 
and the room was immediately filled with 
spectators, who either came thither by acci- 
dent, curiosity, or design. The match was 
fixed for one hundred pounds a game, the 
principals chose their instruments, and laid 
aside their coats, and one of the knights of 
the order proffered to lay another hundred 
on the head of his associate. Godfrey took 
him upon the instant. A second worthy of 
the same class, seeing him so eager, chal- 
lenged him to treble the sum ; and his propo- 
sal met with the same reception, to the as- 
tonishment of the company, whose expecta- 
tion was raised to a very interesting pitch. 
The game was begun, and the soldier having 
lost the first hazard, the odds were offered 
by the confederacy with great vociferation ; 
but nobody would run such a risk in favour 
of a person who was utterly unknown. The 
sharper having gained the second also, the 
noise increased to a surprising clamour, not 
only of the gang, but likewise of almost all 
the spectators, who desired to lay two to one 
against the brother of Emilia. 

Peregrine, who was present, perceiving 
the cupidity of the association sufficiently in- 
flamed, all of a sudden opened his mouth, and 
answered their bets, to the amount of twelve 
hundred pounds, which were immediately de- 
posited, on both sides, in money and notes ; 
so that this was, perhaps, the most impor- 
tant game tliat ever was played at billiards. 
Gauntlet seeing the agreement settled, struck 
his antagonist’s ball into the pocket in a 
twinkling, though it was in one of those situ- 
ations which are supposed to be against the 
striker. The betters were a little discom- 
posed at this event, for which, however, they 
consoled themselves, by imputing the success 
to accident; but when, at the very next 
stroke, he sprung it over the table, their 
countenances underwent an instantaneous 
distraction of feature, and they waited, in 
the most dreadful suspense, for the next 
hazard, which being likewise taken with in- 
finite ease by the soldier, the blood forsook 
their cheeks, and the' interjection zounds! 
pronounced with a look of consternation, and 
in a tone of despair, proceeded from every 
mouth at the same instant of time. They 
were ovcnvhclmed with horror and astonish- 
ment at seeing three hazards taken in as 
many strokes, from a person of their friend’s 
dexterity ; and shrewdly suspected, that the 
whole was a scheme preconcerted for their 
destruction ; on this supposition, they chang- 
ed the note, and attempted to hedge for thoir 
own indemnification, by proposing to lay the 
odds in favour of Gauntlet ; but so much was 
the opinion of the company altered by that 
young gentleman’s success, tliat nobody 
would venture to espouse the cause of bis 
competitor, who, chancing to improve his 
game by the addition of another lucky hit, 
diminished the concern, and revived the hopes 
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of Ills adlicrents. But this ^leam of fortune 
did not continue. Godfrey collected his 
whole art and capacity» and auwmeuting his j 
si'ore to number ten, indulged himself with 
a view of the whole fraternity. The visages 
t>f these professor.^ liad adopted different 
slifides of complexion at every hazard he had 
taken: irom their natural colour they had 
shifted into a sallow hue; from thence into 
pale; from pale into yellow, which degene- 
rated into a mahogany tint; and now they 
s;iAV seventeen hnndrod pounds of their stock 
depending upon a single stroke, they stood 
like so many swarthy Moors, jaundiced with 
terror and vexation. The lire wliich natu- 
rally glowed in the cheeks and nose of the 
player, seemed utterly extinct, and liis car- 
buncles exhibited a livid appearance, as if a 
gangrene bad already made some progrcvss in 
his face ; his hand began to shake, and his 
whole frame was seized with such trepida- 
tion, that he was fain to swallow a bumper 
of brandy, in order to re-establish the tran- 
quillity of his nerves. This expedient, how- 
ever, did not produce the desired efloct; for 
he iiiined the ball at the lead with such dis- 
composure, that it struck on the wrong side, 
and came otT at an angle which directed it 
full in tlic middle hole. This fatal accident 
was attended with an universal groan, as if 
tlio whole universe had gone to wreck; and 
liotwithstanding that tramiuillity for which 
iulvciilLirors are so remarkable, this loss made 
frucli an impression upon tlienvall, that eac 
in particular manifested his chagrin by tli 
lUDsl violent emotions. One turned up his 
fves to heaven, and bit, his nether lip; an- 
other gnawed his fingers, while he stalked 
.-cro^s the room; a third blasphemed with 
II yiTid imprecations; and he who played the 
party sneaked off, grinding his teeth toge- 
lijiT, with a look tlmt bnlfles all description, 
and, as he crossed the threshold, exclaiming, 
“A damn’d bite, by G — d.” 

Tlie victors, after liaving insulted them, 
by a'<king if they were disposed for another 
chniKe, carried oft’ their winning, with the 
app'-Hranco of great composure, though in 
tlii^’.r hearts they were transported with un- 
speakable joy; not so much on account of 
tho booty they had gained, as in considcra- 
of Kaving so effectually destroyed such 

uc.st of pernicious miscreants. 

5’erogriiio, belioviug that now ho had found 
a -j o; ortunity of serving his friend, without 
giMug offence to the delic.acy of hi.s honour, 
tohl him, upon their arrival at their lodgings, 
fiiat firtunc had nt length enabled him to be- 
come in a manner independent, or at least 
make himself easy in his circumstances, by 
jiurchasing a company with the money he 
liad won. So saying, he put Ills share of the 
succe^.s in Gauntlet’s hand, as a sum that of 
rig’ll heloiK'’ed to him, and promised to write 
in his helialf to a iiohlnnnn, v/!io hnd interest 
euoMgli to [>!o:iioJe surh a ck ri'fo in the 
service. 


Godfrey thanked him for his obliging in- 
tention, but absolutely refused, wdth great 
loftiness of demeanour, to appropriatf3 to liis 
•wm use any part of the money which Pickle 
lad gained, and seemed affronted at tho 
•thor’s entertaining a sentiment so unworthy 
of his character. He would not even accept, 
n the way of loan, such an addition to his 
►wii stock as would amount to the price of a 
onipany of foot; but expressed great conh- 
Jence in the future exertion of that talent 
kvhich had been blessed with such a prosper- 
His beginning. Our hero, finding him thus 
obstinately deaf to the voice of his own in- 
erest, resolved to govern himself in his next 
mdeavours of friendship, by his experiencii 
3f this ticklish punctilio ; and, in the meau- 
,imc, gave a handsome benefaction to the 
lospital, out of these first fruits of his suc- 
cess in play, and reserved twui hundred 
pounds for a set of diamond ear-rings and 
solitaire, w'hich he intended for a present to 
Miss Emily. 


CHAPTER LXX. 

The two friends eclipse all their competi- 
tors in gallantry , and practise a jUeasant 
project of revenge upon the physician*'* 
of the place. 

The fame oftlioir exploit against the sharp- 
ers W'as immediately diffused through all the 
companies at B.ith ; so that when our adven- 
turers appoarofi in public, they were pointed 
out by an hundred extended lingers, and con- 
sidered as consummate artists m all the dif- 
ferent species of finesse, whicli they’ would 
not fail to practise with the lirsr opportunity. 
Nor was this opinion of their characters any 
obstacle to their reception into the fashiona- 
ble parties in the place ; but, on the contra- 
ry, sdeh a recommendation, which (as I have 
already hinted) never fails to operate for the 
advantage of the possessor. 

This first adventure, therefore, served them 
as an introduction to the company at Bath, 
who were not a little surpri.scd to find their 
expectations baffled by the conduct of the 
tw^o companions ; because, far from engaging 
deeply at play, they rather shunned all occ;i- 
sioiis of gaming, and directed their atlention 
to gallantry, in wdiich our hero shone imn. 
vailed. His external qualifications, exclusive 
of any other merit, were strong enough to 
captivate the common run of the female sex ; 
and these, reinforced with a sprightlinoss of 
conversation, and a most insinuating address, 
became irresistible, even by those who were 
fortified with pride, caution, or indilferoncc. 
But, among all the nymphs of this gay place, 
ho did not meet with one object tlmt dispiitofl 
the empire of Ids heart with Emilia, ami 
thore'bre he divided his attacimient accord- 
jiug to t’ie sugg-'«‘’ou .5 of vanity and whim; 
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BO that, before he had resided a fortnight at 
Bath, he had set all the ladies by the cars, 
and furnished all the hundred tongues of 
scandal with full employment. The splen- 
dour of his appearance excited the inquiries 
of envy, which, instead of discovering any 
circumstance to his prejudice, was cursed 
with the information of his being a young 
gentleman of a good family, and heir to an 
immense fortune. 

The countenance of some of his quality 
friends, who arrived at Bath, confirmed this 
piece of intelligence : upon which his ac- 
quaintance was courted and cultivated with 
great assiduity; and he met with such ad- 
vances from some of the fair sex, as rendered 
him extremely fortunate in his amours. Nor 
was his friend Godfrey a stranger to favours 
of the same kind ; his accomplishments were 
exactly calculated for the meridian of female 
taste; and, with certain individuals of that 
bcx, his muscular frame, and the robust con- 
nexion of his limbs, were more attractive 
than the delicate proportions of his compa- 
nion. He accordingly reigned paramount 
among those inamoratas who were turned of 
thirty, without being under the necessity of 
proceeding by tedious addresses, and was 
thought to have co-operated with the waters 
in removing the sterility of certain ladies, 
who had long undergone the reproach and 
disgust of their liusbands ; while Peregrine 
set up his throne among those who laboured 
under the disease of celibacy, from the pert 
miss of fifteen, who with a llntlering heart 
tosses her head, bridles up, and giggles in- 
voluntarily at sight of an handsome young 
man, to the staid maid of twenty-eight, who, 
with a dermue aspect, moralizes on the vanity 
of beauty, the folly of youth, and simplicity 
of woman, and expatiates on friendship, be- 
nevolence and good sens«», in the styli of a 
Platonic philosopher. 

In such a diversity of dispositions, his con- 
quests were attended with all the heart-burn- 
ings, animosities, and turmoils of jealousy 
and spite. The younger class took all op- 
j)ort unities of mortifying their seniors in pub- 
lic, by treating them with that indignity 
which (contrary to the general privilege of 
ago) is, by the consent and connivance of 
mankind, levelled against those wlio have 
the misforlnno to come under the denomina- 
tion of old maids ; and these last retorted 
thoir hostilities in the private machinations 
of slander, supported by experience and sub- 
tilty of invention. Not one day passed in 
which some new story did not circulate, to 
the prejudice of one or other of those rivals. 

If onr hero, in the long-room, chanced to 
quit one of the moralists, with whom he had 
been engaged in conversation, lie was imiiic- 
diatoly accosted by a number of the opposite 
faction, who, with ironical smiles, upbraided 
liim with cruelty to the poor lady he had left, 
exhorted him to have compassion on her sut- 
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ferings ; and, turning their eyes towards the 
object of their intercession, broke forth into 
an universal poal of laughter. On the other 
hand, when Peregrine, in consequence of 
having danced with onq of the minors over- 
night, visited her in the morning, the Plato- 
nists immediately laid hold on the occasion, 
tasked their imaginations, associated ideas, 
and, with sage insinuations, retailed a thou- 
sand circumstances of the interview, which 
never had any foundation in truth. They 
observed, that, if girls are determined to be- 
have with such indiscretion, tliey must lay 
their accounts with incurring the censure of 
the world; that she in question was old 
enough to act more circumspectly ; and won- 
dered that her mother would permit any 
young fellow to approach the chamber while 
her daughter was naked in bed. As for tlie 
servants peeping through the kcy-holc, to bo 
sure it was an unlucky accident ; but people 
ought to. be upon their guard against such 
curiosity, and give their domestics no cause 
to employ their penetration. These and other 
such reflections were occasionally whispered 
as secrets among those who were known to 
be communicative; so that, in a few hours, 
it becaino the general topic of discourse ; and. 
as it liad been divulged under injunctions of 
secrecy, it wiis almost impossible to trace the 
scandal to its origin ; because every person 
concerned must have promulgated her own 
broach of trdst, in discovering her author of 
the report. 

Peregrine, instead of allaying, rather exas- 
perated. this coiitc^ition, by an artful distn- 
bution of his attention among the competi- 
tors; well knowing, that, should his regard 
be converged into one point, he would soon 
forfeit the pleasure he enjoyed in seeing them 
at variance; for both parties would join 
against the common enemy, and his favour- 
ite would be persecuted by the whole coali- 
tion. lie perceived, that among the secret 
agents of scandal, none were so busy as the 
physicians, a class of animals who live in this 
place, like so many ravens hovering about a 
carcase, and even ply for employment, like 
scullers at Hungerford stairs. The greatest 
part of them liave correspondents in London, 
who make it their business to inquire into 
the history, chanictcr, and distemper, of every 
one that repairs to Bath, for the benefit of 
the Waters ; and if they cannot procure inte- 
rest to recommend their medical friends to 
these patients before they set out, tJiey at 
least furnish them with a previous accoum 
of what they could collect, that their corres- 
pondents may use this intelligoucc for tlicir 
own advantage. By these means, and the 
assistance of flattery and assurance, they 
often insinuate themselves into the acquain- 
tance of strangers, and, by consulting their 
dispositions, become necessary ond subser 
vient to their prevailing passions. By their 
connexion with apothecaries and nurses, 
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they are informed of all the private occur- 1 
rences in each family, and therefore enabled ’ 
to gratify the r<ancourof malice, amuse the! 
spleen of peevish indisposition, and enter- 
tain the eagerness of impertinent curiosity. 

In the course of these occupations, which 
frotpiently affected the reputation of our two 
adventurers, this whole body fell under the 
displeasure of our hero, who, after divers 
consultations with his friend, concerted a 
htratagem, which was practised upon tJic 
faculty in this manner. Among those who 
frequented the pump-room, was an old officer, 
whose temper, naturally impatient, was, by 
repeated attacks of the gout, which had al- 
most deprived him of the use of his limbs, 
sublimated into a remarkable degree of viru- 
lence and pervcnsencss : he imputed the in- 
veteracy of his distemper to the mal-prac- 
ticc of a surgeon who had administered to 
him, while he laboured under the conse- 
quences of an unfortunate amour; and this 
supposition had inspired him with an insur- 
mountable antipathy to all the professors of 
the medical art, wliich was more and more 
rnutirmed by the infbrmation of a friend at 
JjOTulon, who had told him, that it was a 
common practice among the physicians at 
IVath to dissuade their patients from drinking 
t!iO water, that the cure, and in consequence 
flieir attendance, might be longer protracted. 

'i’hus prepossessed, he had come to Bath, 
and, conformable to a few general instnic- 
liiu.is he had received, used tlie waters with- 
out any larther direction, taking all occa- 
sions of manifesting his hatred and contempt 
of the sons of iEsculapibs, both by speech 
and gesticulations, and even by pursuing a 
riigimen quite contrary to that which he 
know they prescribed to others who seemed 
to be exactly in his condition. But he did 
not find his account in this method, how suc- 
cessful soever it may have been in other cases. 
His complaints, instead of vanishing, were 
every day more and more enraged ; and at 
Icng’tli he was confined to his hod, where he 
lay blaspheming from morn to night, and 
from night to morn, though still more deter- 
ininod than over to adhere to his former 
maxims. 

In tlic midst of his torture, which was be- 
come the common joke of the town, being 
circulated through the industry of the phy.si- 
cians, who triumphed in his disaster, Pere- 
grine, by means of Mr Pipes, employed a 
country follow, who had come to market, to 
run with ^reat Iia.:.fe, early '-ne morning, 
to the lodgings of all the doctors in town, 
and desire them to attend the colonel with 
all imaginable di.spatchi In consequence 
of his summons, the w'hole faculty put them- 
selves in motion ; and three of the foremost 
arriving at the same instant of time, far from 
complimenting one another with the door, 
each separately essayed to enter, nnd the 
whole triumvirate stuck in the passage 


while they remained thus wedged together, 
lliey descried two of their brethren posting 
towards the same goal, with all the speed 
that God had enabled them to exert; upon 
which they came to a parley, and agreed to 
stand by one another. This covenant being 
made, they disentangled themselves, and, in- 
quiring about the patient, were told by tlio 
servant that he had just fallen asleep. 

Having received this intelligence, they 
took possession of his antichamber, and 
shut the door, while the rest of the tribe 
posted tliGinselvcs on tlie outside as they ar- 
rived ; so that the whole passage was filled, 
from the top of the stair-case to the street- 
door ; and the people of the house, together 
witli the colonel’s servant, struck dumb with 
astonishment. The three leaders of this 
learned gang had no sooner made their lodg- 
ment good, than they began to consult about 
Uic patient’s malady, which every one c.t' 
them pretended to have considered with 
great care and assiduity. The first who 
gave his opinion said, the distemper was an 
obstinate arthritis ; the second affirmed, that 
it v,'as no other than a confirmed pox ; and 
the third swore it was an inveterate scurvy 
This diversity of opiiiioiia was supported by 
a variety of quotations from medical authors, 
ancient as well as modern ; but these wer<' 
not of sufficient authority, or at wiast not ex- 
plicit enough, to decide Jiio dispute; for 
there arc many schisms in medicirio, as well 
as in religion, and each set can quote tlie 
fathers in support of the teiu'ts they profess. 
Ill short, the contention n to such a pitch 
of clamour, as not only alarmed the brethren 
on tlie stair, but al.so awaked tlic patient 
from tlic first nap he had enjoyed in the spaco 
of ten whole days. Hail it been simply 
waking, he would have been obliged to thoin 
for the noise that disturbed him ; for, in that^ 
case, he would have been relieved from the 
tortures of hell fire, to which, in his dream, 
he fancied liiinself e.vposcd : but this dread- 
ful vision had been the result of that im- 
pression which was made upon his brain by 
the intolerable anguish of his joints; so that 
when he waked, the pain, instead of being 
allayed, was rather aggravated, by a great 
acuteness of sensation; and the confused 
vociferation in the next room invading h’.‘? 
ears at the same lime, he began to think hi.^ 
dream was realized, artd, in the pangs of 
despair, applied himself to a bell that stood 
by his^^sidc, which lie rung with great 
violenflHpd perseverance. 

TliiOpirm put an immediate stop to tlie 
disputation of the three doctors, ivho, upon 
this notice of his being awake, rushed into 
his chamber without ceremony ; and two of 
them seizing his arms, the third made the 
like application to one of his temples. Be- 
fore the patient could recollect himself from 
the amazement which bail laid hold on him 
at this unc.xpectcd irruption, t!iO room Wtas 
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filled by the rest of the faculty, who followed 
the servant that entered in obedience to his 
ma.ster’s call ; and the bed was in a moment 
surrounded by these gaunt ministers of death. 
The colonel seeing himself beset with such 
an assemblage of solemn visages and fibres, 
which he had always considered with the 
utmost detestation and abhorrence, was in- 
censed to a most inexpressible degree of in- 
dignation; and so inspirited by his ra^, 
tliat, though his tongue denied its office, his 
other limbs performed their functions: he 
disengaged himself from the triumvirate, who 
had taken possession of his body, sprung out 
of bed with incredible agility, and, seizing 
one of his crutches, applied it so effectually 
to one of the throe, just as he stooped to 
examine the patient*s water, that his tie- 
poriwig dropped into the pot, while he him- 
self fell motionless on the floor. 

This significant explanation disconcerted 
tliOi whole fraternity ; every man turned his 
face, as if it were by instinct, towards the 
door; and the retreat of the community 
being obstructed by the efforts of individuals, 
confusion and tumultuous uproar ensued : 
for the colonel, far from limiting his prowess 
to the first exploit, handled his weapon with 
astonishing vigour and dexterity, without 
respect of persons ; so that few or none of 
tljr-rn had escaped without marks of his dis- 
]»ieasurc, when his spirits failed, and he sunk 
down again quite exhausted on his bed. 
Favoured by this respite, the discomfited fa- 
culty collected their huts and wigs, wlfich 
had fiillen off in the fray; and perceiving the 
assailant too much enfeebled to renew the, 
attack, set up their throats together, and 
loudly threatened to prosecute him severely 
ibr such an outrageous assault. 

By this time the landlord had interposed; 
and inquiring into the cause of the dis- 
liirlmnoe, was informed of what had haiqpen- 
c*d by the complainants, who, at the same 
time, giving him to understand that they had 
been severally suiiunoued to attend the 
colonel that morning, he assured them, that 
they had been imposed upon by some wag, 
tor his lodger had never dreamed of consult- 
ing any one of their profession. 

Tlmndorslruck at this declaration, the ge- 
neral clamour instantaneously ceased ; and 
each, in particular, at once comprehending 
the nature of the joke, they sneaked silently 
off with the loss they had sustained, in un- 
utterable sliamc and inorfification, while Pe- 
regrine and his friend, who took care to be 
passiTig that way by accident, made a full 
stop at sight of such an extraordinary efflux, 
ami enjoyed the coimten'anco and condition 
of every one as ho appeared; nay, even 
made up to some of those who seemed most 
affected with their situation, and mischiev- 
ously tormented them with questions touch- 
ing this unusual congregation; tlien,in con- 
sequence of the information they received 


from the landlord and the colonel’s valet, 
subjected the sufferers to the ridicule of all 
the company in town. As it would have 
been impossible for the authors of this farce 
to keep themselves concealed from the in- 
defatigable inquiries of tlie physicians, they 
made no secret of their having directed the 
whole ; though they took care to own it in 
such an ambiguous manner as afforded no 
handle of prosecution. 


CHAPTER LXXI. 

Peregrine humbles a noted Hector ^ and 
meets with a strange character at the 
house of a certain lady. 

Among those who never failed to reside nt 
Bath during the season, was a certain person, 
who, from the most abject misery, had, by 
his industry and art at play, amassed about 
fifteen thousand pounds ; and though his 
character was notorious, insinuated himself 
so far into the favour of what is called tlu» 
best company, that very few private parties 
of pleasure took place in which he was not 
principally concerned. He was of a gigantic 
stature, a most intrepid countenance ; nud 
his- disposition, naturally overbearing, liad, 
in the course of his adventures and snem's- , 
acquired a most intolerable degree of in- 
solence and vqnity. By the ferocity of liis 
features, and audacity of his behaviour, hi* 
had obtained a reputation for the most un- 
daunted courage, which had been confinued 
by divers adventurcsf in which he had hum- 
bled the most assuming heroes of his own fra- 
ternity ; so that he now reigned chief Hec- 
tor of the place with unquestioned authority ■ 
With this son of fortune was Peregrim* 
one evening engaged at play, and so success- 
ful, tliat he could not help informing Ins 
friend of his good luck. Godfrey hearing 
the description of the loser, immediately 
recognised the person, whom he had known 
at Tunbridge ; and assuring Pickle that lie* 
was a sharper of the first water, cautioned 
him against any further connexion with such 
a dangerous companion, who (he affirmed) 
had suflered him to win a small sum, that he 
might be encouraged to lose a much greater 
sum upon some other occasion. 

Our young gentleman treasured up this 
advice ; and though he did not scruple to 
give the gamester an opportunity of retrici - 
ing his loss, when he next day demanded his 
revenge, he absolutely refused to proceed, 
after he had refunded his winning. TJie 
other, who considered him ab a liot-he.adcd 
unthinking youth, endeavoured to inflame his 
pride to a continuance of the game, by treat- 
ing his skill with scorn and contempt ; and, 
among other sarcastic expressions, advised 
him to go to school again, before he pretend- 
ed to engage with ms-^ters of the art. Our 
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hero, incensed at his arroMice, replied, with 
^reat warmth, that he Knew himself suf- 
ficiently qualified for playing with men of 
honour, who deal upon the square, and hoped 
he should always deem it infamous either to 
learn or practice die tricks of a professed 
gamester. “Blood and thunder! meaning 
me, Sir?” (cried this artist, raising his voice, 
and curling his visage into a most intimidat- 
ing frown). “ Zounds ! I’ll cut the throat of 
any scoundrel who has the presumption to 
suppose that I don’t play as honourably as 
e’er a nobleman in the kingdom : and I insist 
upon an explanation from you. Sir ; or, by 
licll and brimstone ! I shall expect other sort 
of satisfaction.” Peregrine (whose blood by 
this time boiled within him) answered with- 
out hesitation, “Par from thinking your de- 
mand unreasonable, I will immediately ex- 
plain myself without reserve, and tell you, 
that, upon unquestionable authority, I believe 
you to be an impudent rascal, and common 
cheat.” 

The Hector was so amazed and confound- 
ed at the freedom of this declaration, which 
he thought no man on earth would venture 
to make in his presence, that, for some mi- 
nutes, he could not recollect himself; but at 
length whispered a challenge in the ear of 
our hero, which was accordingly accepted. 
When they arrived next morning upon the 
field, the gamester, arming his countenance 
with all its terrors, advanced ^vith a sword 
of a monstrous length, and putting himself 
in a posture, called aloud, in a most terrific 
voice, “ Draw, damn yq, draw ; I will this 
instant send you to your fathers.” The 
youth was not slow in complying with his 
desire ; his weapon was unsheathed in a 
moment, and lie began the attack with such 
unexpected spirit and address, that his ad- 
versary, having made shife, with great dif- 
ficulty, to parry the first pass, retreated a few 
paces and demanded a parley, in which he 
endeavoured to persuade the young man, 
that to lay a man of his character under the 
necessity of chastising his insolence, was 
the most rash and inconsiderate step that he 
could possibly have taken ; but that he had 
compassion upon his youth, and was willing 
to spare him, if he would surrender his 
sword, and promise to ask pardon in public 
for the offence lie had given. Pnjkle was so 
much exasperated at this unparalleled ef- 
frontery, that, witbnfut deigning to make the 
least reply, he flung his own hat in the pro- : 
poser’s face, and renewed tlm charge with I 
such undaunted agility, that the gamester, ' 
finding hirat:- If iif manifest hazard of his 
life, betook himpelf to his heels, and fled 
homewards with incredible speed, being 
closely pursued by Peregrine, who, having 
sheathed his sword, pelted him with stones 
as he ran, and compelled him to go, that 
same day, into banishment from Bath, where 
he had domineered so long. i 


By this achievement, which was the sub- 
ject of astonishment to all the company, 
who had looked upon the fugitive as a person 
of heroic courage, our adventurer’s repu- 
tation was rendered formidable in all its 
circumstances; although he thereby dis- 
obliged a good many people of fashion, who 
had contracted an intimacy of fnendship 
with the exile, and who resented his disgrace, 
as if it had been the misfortune of a worthy 
man. These generous patrons, however, 
bore a very small proportion to those who 
were pleased with the event of the duel; 
because, in the course of their residence in 
Bath, they had either been insulted or de- 
frauded by the challenger. Nor was this in- 
stance of our hero’s courage unacceptable 
to the ladies, few of whom could now resist 
the united force of such accomplishments. 
Indeed, neither he nor his friend Godfrey 
would have found much difficulty in picking 
up an agreeable companion for life; but 
Gauntlet’s heart was pre-engaged to Sophy; 
and Pickle, exclusive of his attachment to 
Emily, which was stronger than he himself 
imagined, possessed such a share of ambition 
as could not be satisfied with the conquest 
of any female he beheld at Bath. 

His visits were therefore promiscuous, with- 
out any other view than that of amusement; 
and though his pride was flattered by the ad- 
vances of the fair, whom he had captivated, 
he never harboured one thought of proceed- 
ing beyond the limits of common gallantry, 
and carefully avoided all particular expla- 
nations. But what, abovL* all other enjoy- 
ments, yielded him the most agreeable enter- 
tainment, was the secret history of cha- 
racters, which he learned froin a very extra- 
ordinary person, with whom he became ac- 
quainted in this manner. 

Being at the house of a certain lady, on 
a visiting day, he was struck with the ap- 
pearance of an old man, who no sooner en- 
tered the room than the mistress of the 
house very kindly desired one of the wits 
present to roast the old put. This petit- 
maitre, proud of the employment, went up 
to the senior, who had something extremely 
peculiar and significant in his countenance, 
and saluting him with divers fashionable 
congees, accosted him in these words : “ Your 
servant, you old rascal. I hope to have the 
lonour of seeing you bang’d. I vow to 
Gad! you look extremely shocking » with 
these gummy eyes, lanlhoni jaws, and tooth- 
less chaps. ■ What! you squint at the ladies, 
you old rotten medlar ] Yes, yes, we under- 
stand your ogling ; but you must content 
yourself with a cook-maid, sink me ! I see 
you want to sit. These withered shanks of 
yours tremble under their burden ; but you 
must have a little patience, old Ilirco ; in- 
deed you must ; I intend to mortify you a 
'ittle longer, curse me.”* 

The company was so tickled with this 



191 


ADVJONTURES OF PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


address, which was delivered \vith much 
grimace and gesticulation, that they burst 
out into a loud fit of laughter, which they 
fathered upon a monkey that was chained in 
the room ; and when the peal w^as over, the 
wit renewed his attack in these words : “ I 
suppose you are fool enough to think this 
mirth was occasioned by pug : ay, there he 
is ; you had best survey him ; he is of your 
own family, switch me ; but tJje laugh was 
at your expense : and you ought to thank 
Heaven for making you so ridiculous.” 
VVliilc h.e uttered these ingenious ejacu- 
lations, the old gentleman bowed alternately 
to him and the monkey, that seemed to grin 
and chatter in imitation of the beau, and, 
with an arch solemnity of visage, pro- 
nounced, — “ Gentlemen, as I have not the 
honour to understand your compliments, 
they will bo much hotter bestowed on each 
other.” So saying, he seated himself, and 
had tlie satisfaction to see the laugh returned 
upon the aggressor, who remained confound- 
ed and abashed, and in a few minutes left 
the room, muttering, as he retired, “ the old 
follow grows scurrilous, stap my breath.” 

While Peregrine vrondored in silence at 
this extraordinary scene, the lady of the 
house, perceiving his surprise, gave hifh to 
understand, that the ancient visitant w-as ut- 
terly bereft of the sense of hearing ; that his 
name was Cadwalladcr Crabtree; his dis- 
position altogether misanthropical ; and that 
he was admitted into company on account 
of the entertainment he afforded by his sar- 
castic observations, and the pleasant mis- 
takes to which ho was subject from his in- 
firmity. Nor did our hero wait a long time 
for an illustration of this odd cliaracter. 
Every sentence lie spoke was replete with 
gall ; nor did his satire consist in general 
rofieclions, but in a series of remarks, which 
had been made through tlie medium of a 
most whimsical peculiarity of opinion.* 

Among those who were present at this as- 
sembly was a young officer, who having, by 
dint of interest, obtained a seat in the lower 
house, thought it incumbent upon him to talk 
of affjiirs of state ; and accordingly regaled 
the company with an account of a secret ex- 
pedition which the French were busied* in 
preparing; assuring them, that he had it 
from the rnoutJi of the minister, to whom it 
had been transmitted by one of his agents 
abroad. In descanting upon the particulars 
of tlic armament, he observ'ed, that they had 
twenty ships of the line ready manned and 
victualled at Brest, which were destined for 
Toulon, where they would be joined by as 
many more : and from thence proceed to the 
execution of their scheme, which he impart- 
ed as a secret not fit to be divulged. 

This piece of intelligence being communi- 
cated to all the company except Mr Grab- 
tree, who suffered by his loss of hearing, 
that cynic was soon after accosted by a lady, 


who, by means of an artificial alphabet, 
formed by a certain conjunction and dis- 
position of the fingers, asked if he Iiad heard 
any extraordinary news of late. Cadw.al- 
ladcr, with his usual complaisance, replied, 
that he supposed she toojr him for a courier 
or spy, by teazing him eternally with that 
question. Ho then expatiated upon the 
foolish curiosity of mankind, whicli, he said, 
must either proceed from idleness or want of 
ideas ; and repeated almost verbatim the 
officer’s information ; a vague ridiculous re- 
port invented by some ignorant coxcomb, 
who wanted to give himself airs of im- 
portance, and believed only by those who 
were utterly unacquainted with the politics 
and strength of the French nation. 

In conm*mation of what he had advanced, 
he endeavoured to demonstrate how impos- 
sible it must be for that people to fit out even 
the third part of such a navy, so soon after 
the losses they had sustained during the war ; 
and confirmed his proof by asserting, that, to 
his certain knowledge, the Iiarbours of Brest 
and Toulon could not at that time produce a 
squadron of eight ships of the line. 

The member, who was an utter stranger 
to this misanthrope, hearing his own asseve- 
rations treated with such contempt, glowed 
with confusion and resentment, and, raising 
his voice, began to defend his own veracity 
with great eagerness and trepidation, min- 
gling with his arguments many blustering 
invectives agffinst the insolence and ill man- 
ners of his supposed contradictor, who sat 
with the most mortifying composure of coun- 
tenance, till the officer’s patience was quite 
exhausted ; and then, to the manifest increase 
of liis vexation, he was infonned, that his 
antagonist was so deaf, that, in all proba- 
bility, the last trumpet would make no im- 
pression upon him, without a previous reno- 
vation of his organs. 


CHAPTER LXXII. 

He cultivates an acquaintance with the tni- 
santhropcy who favours him with a short 
sketch of his own history. 

Peregrine was extremely well pleased whli 
this occasional rebuke, which occurred so 
seasonably, that he could scarce believe it 
accidental. He looked upon Cadwalladcr as 
the greatest curiosity he had ever known, and 
cultivated the old man’s acquaintance with 
such insinuating address, that in less tlian a 
fortnight he obtained his confidence. As 
they one day walked into the fields together, 
the man-hater disclosed himself in these 
words. ” Though the term of our communi- 
cation has been but short, you must have 
perceived that I treat you with uncommon 
marks of regard; which, I assure you, is not 
owing to your personal accomplishments, nor 
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tlic pains you take to oblige me ; for the first 
I overlook, and the last I see through : but 
there is something in your disposition wliich 
indicates a rooted contempt for the world, 
and I understand you have made some suc- 
cessful efibrts in exposing one part of it to 
the ridicule of the other. It is upon this as- 
surance that I offer you my advice and assist- 
ance, Jn prosecuting other schemes of the 
same nature ; and to convince you that such 
an alliance is not to be rejected, 1 will now 
give you a short sketch of my history, which 
will be published afler my death, in forty- 
seven volumes of my own compiling. 

** I was born about forty miles from this 
place, of parents who, having a veiy old fa- 
mily name to support, bestowed their whole 
fortune on my elder brother ; so that I inhe- 
rited of my father little else than a large 
share of choler, to which I am indebted for a 
groat many adventures, that did not always 
end to my satisfaction. At the age of eigh- 
teen, I was sent up to town, with a recom- 
mendation to a certain peer, who found means 
to amuse me with the promise of a commis- 
sion for seven whole years ; and 'tis odds but 
I should have made my fortune by my perse- 
verance, had not I been anested, and thrown 
into the Marshalsea by my landlord, on whose 
credit I had subsisted three years, after my 
father had pronounced me an idle vagabond : 
there I remained six months, among those 
prisoners who have no other support than 
chance charity ; and contracted'a very valua- 
ble acquaintance, which was of great service 
to me in the future emergencies of my life. 

“ I was no sooner discharged, in conse- 
quence of an act of parliament for the relief 
of insolvent debtors, than I went to the house 
of my creditor, whom 1 cudgelled without 
mercy ; and, that I might leave nothing un- 
done of those things which I ought to have 
done, my next stage was to Westminstcr- 
liall, where I waited unti] my patron came 
forth from the house, and saluted him with a 
blow that laid him senseless on the pavement : 
hut my retreat was not so fortunate as I could 
have wished : the chairmen and lacqueys in 
waiting having surrounded and disarmed me 
in a trice, I was committed to Newgate, and 
loaded with chains; and a very sagacious 
gentleman, who was afterwards hanged, hav- 
ing sat in judgment. upon my case, pronounced 
me OTilty of a capital crime, and foretold my 
condemnation at the Qld Bailey. His prog- 
nostic, however, w s ^disappointed; for no- 
body apfigpng to prosecute tne at the next 
sessions^ was discharged by order of the 
court. Irwould be impossible for me to re- 
count, in the compass of one day’s conversa- 
tion, ail the particular exploits of which 1 
bore considerable share : suffice it to say, ( 
have been, at different times, prisoner in ail 
the jails within the bills of mortality ; I have 
broke from every round-house on this side 
Tcmple-bar. No bailiff, in the days of my 


youth and desperation, durst execute a writ 
upon me without a dozen of followers; and 
the justices themselves trembled when I was 
brought before them. I was once maimed by 
^ carman, with whom I quarrelled, because 
he ridiculed my leek on St David’s day-; my 
skull was fractured by a butcher’s cleaver on 
the like occasion. I have. been run through 
the body five times, and lost the tip of my 
left ear by a pistol bullet. In a rencounter 
of this kind, having left my antagonist for 
dead, 1 was wise enough to make my retreat 
into France ; and a few days after ray arri- 
val at Paris, entering into conversation with 
some officers on the subject of politics, a dis- 
pute arose, in which I lost my temper, and 
spoke so irreverently of the Grand Mon- 
arquBt that next morning I was sent to the 
bastilo, by virtue of a lettre de cachet. 
There I remained for some months, deprived 
of all intercourse with rational creatures ; a 
circumstance for which 1 was not sorry, as 1 
had the more time to project schemes of re- 
venge against the tyrant who confined me, 
and the wretch who had betrayed my private 
conversation : but tired, at len^h, with these 
fruitless suggestions, .! was fain to unbend 
the severity of my thoughts, by. a correspon- 
dence with some industrious spiders, who 
had hung my dungeon with their ingenious 
labours. I considered their work with such 
attention, that I soon became an adept in the 
mystery of weaving, and furnished myself 
with as many useful observations and reflec- 
tions on that art, as will compose a very cu- 
rious treatise, which I intemi to bequeath to 
the Royal Society, for the benefit of our 
woollen manufacture ; and this with a view 
to perpetuate my own name, rather than be- 
friend my country; for, thank heaven ! I am 
weaned from all attachments of that kind, 
and look upon myself as one very little 
obliged to any society whatsoever. Although 
I presided with absolute power over this long- 
legged community, and distributed rewards 
and punishments to each, according to his 
deserts, I grew impatient of my situation ; 
and my natural disposition one day prevail- 
ing, like a fire which had long been smother- 
ed, 1 wreaked the fury of my indignation 
upon my innocent subjects, and in a twink- 
ling destroyed the whole race. While I w^as 
employed in this general massacre, the turn- 
key, who brought me food, opened the door, 
and perceiving my transport, shrugged up 
his shoulders, and leaving my allowance, 
went out, pronouncing, le pauvre diahle! la 
tete lui toume. My passion no sooner sub- 
sided, than I resolved to profit by this opi- 
nion of the jailor, and from that day coun- 
terfeited lunacy with such success, that in 
less than three months I was delivered from 
the hostile, and sent to the galleys, in which 
they thought my bodily vigour might be of 
service, althougn the faculties of my mind 
were decayed. Before I was chained to the 
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oar, I received three hundred stripes by way 
of welcome, that I might thereby be rendered 
more tractable^ notwithstanding I used, all 
the arguments in my power to persuade them 
I was only mad north^northioesti and, when 
the wind was southerly^ knew a hawk from 
an hand^saw. 

“ In our second cruise, we had the good 
fortune to be overtaken by a tempest, during 
which the slaves were unbound, tliat they 
might contribute the more to the preserva- 
tion of the galley, and have a chance for 
their lives, in case of shipwreck. We were 
no sooner at liberty, than, making ourselves 
masters of the vessel, we robbed the officers, 
and ran her on shore among rocks on the 
coast of Portugal ; from whence I hastened 
to Lisbon, with a view of obtaining my pas- 
sage in some ship bound for England, where, 
by this time, I hoped my affair was forgotten. 

“ But, before this scheme could be accom- 
plished, my evil genius led me into company ; 
and, being intoxicated, I began to broach 
doctrines on the subject of religion, at which 
some of the party were scandalized and in- 
censed ; and I was next day dragged out of 
led by the officers of the inquisition, and con- 
voyed to a cell in the prison belonging to 
that tribunal. 

“ At iny first examination, my resentment 
was strong enough to support me under the 
torture, which I endured without flinching; 
but my resolution abated, and my zeal im- 
mediately cooled, when I understood from a 
fellow-prisoner, who groaned on the other 
side of the partition, that in a short time 
there would be an aato de fe, in consequence 
of which I should, in all probability, bo doom- 
od to the flames, if I would not renounce my 
heretical errors, and submit to such penance 
as iJie church should think fit to prescribe. 
This miserable wretch was convicted of Ju- 
daism, which he had privately practised by 
connivance for many years, until hef had 
amassed a fortune sufficient to attract the re- 
gard of the church. To this he fell a sacri- 
fice, and accordingly prepared himself for 
the stake; while I, not at ail ambitious of 
the crown of martyrdom, resolved to tempo- 
rise: so that, when I was brought to the 
question the second time, I made a solemn 
recantation. As 1 had no worldly fortune to 
obstruct my solvation, 1 was received into 
the bosom of the church, and, by way Of 
penance, enjoined to walk barefoot to Rome 
in the habit of a pilgrim. 

“ During my peregrination through Spain, 

1 was detained as a spy, until I could procure 
credentials from the inquisition at Lisbon; 
and behaved with such resolution and re- 
serve, that, after being released, I was deem- 
ed a proper person to be employed in quality 
of a secret intelligencer at a certain court. 
This office I undertook without hesitation ; 
and, being furnished with money and bills 
of credit, crossed the Pyrennees, with in- 
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tention to revenge myself upon the Spa- 
niards for the severities I had undergone du- 
ring my captivity. 

** Having therefore effectually disguised 
myself by a change of dress, and a large patch 
on one eye, I Jiired an equipage, and appeared 
at Bologna in quality of* an Itinerant physi- 
cian, in which capacity I succeeded tolera- 
bly well, till my servants decamped in the 
night with my baggage, and left me in the 
condition of Adam. In short, I have tra- 
velled over tlie greatest part of Europe as a 
pilmm, priest, soldier, gamester, and 
quack; and felt the extremes of indigence 
and opulence, with the inclemency of wea- 
ther, in all its vicissitudes. I have leanied, 
that the characters of mankind are every- 
where the same; that common sense and 
honesty bear an infinitely small proportion 
to folly and vice ; and that life is at best a 
paltry province. 

“After having suffered innumerable hard- 
ships, dangers, and disgraces, I returned to 
London, where I lived some years in a gar- 
ret, and picked up a subsistence, such as it 
was, by vending purges in the streets, from 
the back of a pied horse; in which situation 
I used to harangue the mob in broken Eng- 
lish, Under pretence of being an High German 
doctor. 

“ At last an uncle died, by whom I inherit 
an estate of three hundred pounds per annum, 
though, in his lifetime, he would not have 
parted with a. sixpence to save my soul and 
body from perdition. 

“ I now appear in the world, not as a mem- 
ber of any commuiyty, or what is called a 
social creature, but merely as a spectator, 
who entertains himself with the grimaces of 
a jack-pudding, and banquets his spleen in 
beholding' his enemies at loggerheads. That 
I may enjoy this disposition, abstracted from 
all interruption, dangqr, and participation, I 
feign myself deaf; an expedient by which I 
not only avoid all disputes, and their conse- 
quences, but also become master of n thou- 
sand little secrets, which are every day whis- 
pered in rnjr presence, without any suspicion 
of their being overheard. You saw how I 
handled that shallow politician at my lady 
Plausible’s the other day. The same method 
I practised upon the crazed tory, the bigot 
whig, the sour supercilious pedant, the petu- 
lant critic, the blustering coward, tlie fawn- 
ing tool, the pert pimp, sly sharper, and 
every other species of knaves and fools, with 
which this kingdom abounds. 

“ In consequence of my rank and charac- 
ter, 1 obtain firce admission to the ladies, 
among whom 1 have acquired the appellation 
of the Scandalous Chronicle. As 1 am con- 
sidered (while silcn^) in no other light than 
that of a foot-stool or elbow chair, they divest 
their conversation of all restraint before me, 
and gratify my sense of hearing with strange 
things, which (if I could prevail upon myself 
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to ^rive the world that satisfaction) would 
compose a curious piece of secret history, 
and exhibit a quite different idea of charac- 
ters from what is commonly entertained. 

“ By this time, young gentleman, you may 
perceive, that I have it in my power to be a 
valuable oorresponSent, and that it will be 
your interest to deserve my confidence.” 

Here the misanthrope left off speaking, de- 
sirous to know the sentiments of our hero, 
who embraced the proffered alliance in a 
transport of joy and surprise; and the treaty 
was no sooner concluded, than Mr Crabtree 
began to perform articles, by imparting to 
Jiirn a thousand delicious socretd, from the 
possession of which he promised himself in- 
numerable scenes of mirth and enjoyment. 
By means of this associate, whom ho consi- 
dered as the ring of Gyges, he foresaw, that 
he should be enabled to^ penetrate, not only 
into the chambers, but even to the inmost 
thoughts of the female sex. In order to 
ward off suspicion, they agreed to revile each 
other ill public, and meet at a certain private 
rendezvous, to communicate their mutual dis- 
coveries, and concert their future operations. 

In consequence of a letter from lieutenant 
Hatchway, representing tlie dangerous situa- 
tion of the commodore. Peregrine took a 
hasty leave of his friends, and departed im- 
mediately for the garrison. 


CHAPTER LXXHI. 

Peregrine arrives at the garrison, where 
he receives the last admonitions of Com- 
modore Trunnion, who next day resigns 
his breath, and is buried according to his 
own directions — some gentlemen in the 
country make a fruitless attempt to ac- 
commodate matters betwixt Mr Gamaliel 
Pickle and his eldest son. 

About four o’clock in the morning, our hero 
arrived at the garrison, where he found his 
generous uncle in extremity, supported in 
hod by Julia on one side, and Lieutenant 
i latch way on tlie other, while Mr Jolter ad- 
luiFiistercd spiritual consolation to his soul, 
aiiil between wliilcs comforted Mrs Trun- 
nion, who, with her maid, sat by the fire, 
weeping with great doconini ; the physician 
having just taken his last fee, and retired, 
afeer pronouncing the fatal progno.stic, in 
which he an.\ifni«»ly wished he might be mis- 
taken. 

Though the commodore’s speech was in- 
terrupted by a violent hickup, he still retained 
tlio use of his senses; and when Peregrine 
approached, stretched out his hands with 
manifest sigun of satisfaction. I'he young 
gentleman, whose heart overflowed with gra- 
tjtude and affection, could not behold such a 
spectacle unmoved. He endeavoured to con- 
ceal his tenderness, which, in the wildness 


of his youth, and the pride of iiis disposition, 
he considered as a derogation from his man- 
hood ; but, in spite of all his endeavours, the 
tears gushed from his eyes, while he kissed 
the old man’s hand ; and he was so utterly 
disconcerted by his grief, that, when lie at- 
tempted to speak, his tongue denied its of- 
fice ; — so that the commodore, perceiving his 
disorder, made a last effort of strength, and 
consoled him in these words : — “ Swab the 
spray from your bowsprit, my good lad, and 
coil up your spirits. You must not let the 
toplifts of your heart give way, because you 
see me ready to go down at these years : 
many a belter man has foundered before be 
has made half my way : thof 1 trust, by the 
mercy of God, 1 shall be sure in port in a 
very few glasses, and fast moored in a most 
blessed riding; for my good friend .loiter 
hath overhauled the journS of my sins, and, 
by the observition he hath taken of the state 
of my soul, I hope I shall happily conclude 
my voyage, and be brought up in tlio latitude 
of heaven. Here has been a doctor that 
wanted to stow me choakful of physic ; but, 
when a man’s hour is come, what signifu's 
his taking his departure with a ’pothccary’s 
shop in his hold. Those fellows come along- 
side of dying men, like the messengers of tlie 
admiralty, with sailing orders ; but I told him 
ns how I could slip my cable without his di- 
rection or assistance, nnd so lie hauled ofl' in 
dudgeon. This (sursed hickup makes such a 
rippling in the current of my speech, that 
mayhap you don’t understand what 1 say. 
Now, while the sucker of my wirid-pump 
will go, I would willuigly mention a few 
things, which T hope you will set down in 
the log-book of your roinembrance, wlien I 
am stiff, d’ye see. There’s your aunt silling 
wJiimpering by the fire ; I desire you will keep 
her light, warm, and easy, in her old age ; 
she’s^an honest heart in her own way, and, 
tliof she goes a little crank and hinnoursonie, 
by being often overstowed with nautz and 
religion, she has been a faithful shipmate t o 
me, and I dare say never turned in with an- 
other man since we first embarked in tlr? 
same bottom. Jack Hatchway, you know 
the trim of her as well as e’er a man in Eng- 
land, and I believe she has a kindness for 
you; whereby, if you two will grapple in tl:o 
way of malrimonVf when I aiii gone, I do 
suppose that my godson, for love of nm, w:!! 
allow you to live in the garri.son all the davs 
of your life.” 

reregrine assured him he would wiWi 
pleasure comply with any request he sho\iM 
make in behalf of two persons whom he es- 
teemed so much. The lieutenant, with a 
waggish sneer, which even the gravity of thr* 
situation could not prevent, thanked them 
both for their good-will, telling the commo- 
dore he wo,s obliged to him for his friend- 
ship, in seeking to promote him to tljc com- 
mand of a vcs.sel which he himself had wore 
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out in the service; but that, notwithstanding, I 
he should bo content to take charge of her, 
though he could not help being shy of coming 
after such an able navigator. 

Trunnion, exhausted as he was, smiled at 
this sally, and after some pause resumed his 
admonitions in this manner ; — “ I need not 
talk of Pipes, because I know you’ll do for 
Jiim without any recommendation; the fel- 
low has sailed with me in many a hard gale, 
and ril warrant him as stout a seaman as 
ever set face to the weather; but I hope 
you’ll take care of the rest of my crew, and 
not disrate them after I am dead, in favour 
of new followers. As for that young woman, 
Ned Gauntlet’s daughter, Pm informed as 
how she’s an excellent wench, and has a i-e- 
spcct for you ; whereby if you run her on 
board in an unlawful way, I leave my curse 
upon you, and trust you will never prosper 
in the voyage of life ; but I believe you are 
more of an honest man, than to behave so 
much like a pirate. I beg of all love you 
wool take care of your constitution, and be- 
ware of running fonl of harlots, who are no 
hotter than so many mermaids, that sit upon 
rocks in the sea, and hang out a fair face for 
t be destruction of passengers ; thof I must 
say, for my own part, I never met with any 
of those sweet singers, and yet I have gone 
to sea for the space of thirty years. Rut 
bowsomever, steer your course clear of all 

inch brimstone b . Shun going to law, 

as you would shun the devil; and look 
upon all attorneys as devouring sharks, 
or ravenous fish of prey. As soon as the 
fircath is out of my bodv, let minute guns be 
fired, till I am safe under ground. 1 would 
also bn buried in the red jacket I had on when 
I boarded and took the Renumuiy. Let my 
pistols, cutlass, and pocket compass, be laid 
in the coffin along w'ith me. Let me be car- 
ried to the grave by my own men, rigged in 
tlio black caps and white shirts which my 
barge’s crew were wont to wear ; and they 
must keep a good look-out, that none of your 
])ilfering rascallions may come and heave me 
up again, for the lucre of what they can get, 
until the carcass is belayed by a tombstone. 
As for the motto, or Avhat yon call it, I leave 
that to you and Mr Joltcr, who are scholars; 
but I do desire, that it may not be engraved 
in the Greek or Latin lingos, and much less 
in the French, which I abominate, but in 
jflain English, that, wdien the angel comes to 
pipe all hands, at the great day, he may 
know tliat I am a British man, and speak to 
me in my mother tongue. And now 1 hav. 
no more to say, but God in heaven have 
merev upon my soul, and send yon all fair 
wcatlier, wheresoever you are bound.” So 
saying, he regarded every individual around 
him with a look of complacency, and, closing 
iiis eye, composed himself to rest, while the 
whole audience, Pipes himself not excepted, 
were melted with sorrow; and Mrs Trunnior 
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consented to quit the room, that she might 
not be exposed to the unspeakable anguish 
f seeing him expire. 

Ilis last moments, however, were not so 
near as they imagined. He began to dose, 
and enjoyed small intervals of ease, till next 
day in the afternoon ; during which remiss- 
ions, he was heard to pour forth many pion.s 
ejaculations, expressing his hope, that, for 
all the heavy cargo of his sins, lie should be 
able to surmount the puttock-sh roads of 
despairi and get aloft to the cross-trees of 
God’s good favour. At last his voice sunk 
so low as not to be distinguished ; and, 
having lain about an hour, almost without 
any perceptible signs of life, be gave up the 
ghost with a groan, which announced his de- 
cease, 

Julia was no sooner certified of this 
melancholy event, than she ran to her aunt’s 
chamber, weeping aloud ; and immediately 
a very decent concert was performed by the 
good widow and her attendants. Peregrine 
and Hatchway retired till the corpse should 
he laid out ; and Pipes having surveyed tlie 
body, with a face of rueful attention, — 
Well fare thy soul! old Hawser Tmnnion,” 
sriid he, “ man and boy I have known tbeo 
these fivc-and-thirty years, and sure a truer 
heart never broke biscuit. Many a hard 
jale hast thou weathered ; but now thy spells 
are all over, and thy hull fairly laid up. A 
belter commander Pd never desire to serve ; 
and who knwvs but I may help to set iq) 
thy standing rigging in another world !” 

All the servants of the house were affect- 
ed v/ith the loss cf their old master; and 
the ]3oor people in the neighbourhood as- 
sembled at the gate, and, by repeated howl- 
ing'^, c.xpre5Sod their sorrow fur the death 
of their charitable benefactor. Peregrine, 
though he felt every thing which love and 
gratitude could inspire on this occasion, was 
not so much overwhelmed with affliction, as 
to be incapable of taking the management 
of the family into his own hand.**. He gave 
directions about the? funeral with great dis- 
cretion, after having paid the compliments 
of condolence to his aunt, whom ho consol- 
ed wulh the assurance of his inviolable 
esteem and affection. He ordered a suit of 
mourning to be made for every person in the 
garrison, and invited all the neighbouni3g 
pntlemen to the burial, not even excepting 
his father and brother Gam, who did not, hovv- 
ever, honour the ceremony with their pre- 
sence ; nor was his mother humane cnoiigli 
to visit her sister-in-law in her distress. 

In the method of interment, the commo- 
dore’s injunctions were obeyed to a tittle-, 
and at the same time our hero made a do- 
nation of fifty pounds to the poor of the 
parish, os a benefaction which his uncle had 
forgot to bequeath. 

Having performed those obsequies with 
the most pious punctuality, he examined iho 
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will, to which there was no addition since it 
had been first executed, adjusted tlie payment 
of all the legacies, and, being sole executor, 
took an account of the estate to which he 
had succeeded, which, after all deductions, 
amounted to thirty thousand pounds. The 
possession of such* a fortune, of which he 
was absolute master, did not at all contribute 
to the humiliation of his spirit, but inspired 
him with new ideas of grandeur and magni- 
ficence, and elevflted bis hope to the highest 
pinnacle of expectation. 

His domestic affairs being settled, he was 
visited by almost all the gentlemen of the 
country, who came to pay their compliments 
of congratulation on his accession to the 
estate ; and some of them offered their good 
offices towards a reconciliation betwixt his 
father and him, induced by the general de- 
testation whicli was entertained for his 
brother Gam, who was by this time looked 
upon by his neighbours as a prodigy of in- 
solence and malice. Our young squire 
thanked them for their kind proposal, which 
he accepted r and old Gamaliel, at their 
entreaties, seemed very well disposed to any 
accommodation ; but, as he would not ven- 
ture to declare himself before he had con- 
sulted his wife, his favourable disposition was 
rendered altogether ineffectual, by the in- 
stigations of that implacable woman; and 
our hero resigned all expectation of being 
reunited to his father’s house; His brother, 
as usual, took all opportunities of injuring 
his character, by false aspersions, and stories 
misrepresented, in order to prejudice his re- 
putation ; nor was his ^ister Julia suffered 
to enjoy her good fortune in peace. Had he 
undergone such persecution from an alien to 
his blood, the world would have heard of his 
revenge; but, notwithstanding his indig- 
nation, he was too much tinctured by the 
prejudices of consanguinity, to lid his arm 
in judgment against the son of his own 
parents ; and this consideration abridged the 
term of his residence at the garrison, where 
he had proposed so stay for some months. 


CHAPTER LXXIV. 

The youriff gentleman, having settled his 
domestic affairs, arrives in London, and 
sets up a gay equipage — he meets with 
Emilia, ar^ is introduced to her uncle. 

Hie aunt, at the earner, solicitations of 
Julia and her husband, lookup her quarters 
at the house of that affectionate kinswoman, 
who made it her chief study to comfort and 
cherish the disconsolate widow ; and Jolter, 
in expectation of the living which was not 
yet vacant, remained in garrison, in quality 
of land-steward upon ofir'' hero’s country 
estate. As for the lieutenant, our young 
gentleman communed with him in a serious 


manner about the commodore’s proposal of 
taking Mrs Trunnion to wife; and Jack, 
being quite tired of the solitary situation of 
a bachelor, which nothing but the company 
of his old commander could have enabled 
him to support so long, far from discovering 
aversion to the match, observed, with an arch 
smile, that it was not the first time he 
had commanded a vessel in the absence of 
Captain Trunnion ; and therefore, if the 
widow was willing, he would cheerfully 
stand by her helm, and as he hoped the duty 
would not be of long continuance, do his 
endeavour to steer her safe into port, where 
the commodore might come on board, and 
take charge of her again. 

In consequence of this declaration, it was 
determined that Mr Hatchway should make 
his addresses to Mrs Trunnion as soon as 
decentw would permit her to receive them ; 
and Mr Clover and his wife promised to 
exert their influence in his behalf. Mean- 
while, Jack was desired to live at the castle, 
as usual, and assured, that it should be put 
wholly in his possession, as soon as he 
should be able to accomplish this matrimonial 
scheme. 

When Peregrine had settled all these 
points to his own satisfaction, he took leave 
of all his friends, and, repairing to the great 
city, purchased a new chariot and horses, 
put Pipes and another lacquey into rich 
liveries, took elegant lodgings in Pall-Mall, 
and made a most remarkable appearance 
among the people of fashion. It was owing 
to this equipage, and tl•(^ gaiety of his per- 
sonal deportment, that common fame, which 
is always a common liar, represented him 
as a young gentleman who had just suc- 
ceeded to an estate of five thousand pounds 
per annum, by the death of an uncle; that 
lie was entitled to an equal fortune at the 
decease of his own father, exclusive of two 
considerable jointures, which would devolve 
upon him at the demise of his mother and 
aunt. This report, false and ridiculous as it 
was, he could not find in his heart to contra- 
dict: not but that he was sorry to find 
himself so misrepresented ; but his vanity 
would not allow him to take any step that 
might diminish his importance in the opinion 
of those who courted his Acquaintance, on 
the supposition that liis circumstances were 
actually as affluent as they were said to ho. 
Nay, so much was he infatuated by tins 
weakness, that he resolved to encourage the 
deception, by living up to the report ; and 
accordin^y engaged in the most expensive 
parties of pleasure, believing that, before his 
present finances should be exhausted, his 
fortune would bo effectually made, by the 
personal accomplishments he should have 
occasion to display to the beau inonde in the 
course of his extravagance. In a word, 
vanity and pride were the rulin]^ foibles of 
our adventurer, who imagined himself suf 
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ficiently qualified to retrieve his fortune in 
various shapes, long before he could have 
any idea of want or difficulty. He thought 
he should have it in his power, at any time, 
to make prize of a rich heiress, or opulent 
widow ; his ambition had already aspired to 
the heart of a young handsome duchess 
dowager, to whose acquaintance he had 
found means to bo introduced ; or, should 
matrimony chance to be unsuitable to his 
inclinations, he never doubted, that, by the 
interest he might acquire among the nobility, 
he should be favoured with some lucrative 
post, that would amply recompense him for 
the liberality of his disposition. There are 
many yoting men who entertain the same 
expectations, with half the reason he had to 
be so presumptuous. 

In the midst of these chimerical calcu- 
lations, his passion for Emilia did not subside, 
but, on the contraiy, be^n to ro^ with such 
an inflammation of desire, that her idea in- 
terfered with every other reflection, and ab- 
solutely disabled him from prosecuting the 
other lofty schemes which his imagination 
had projected. He therefore laid down the 
honest resolution of visiting her in all the 
splendour of his situation, in order to practise 
upon her virtue with all his art and address, 
to the utmost extent of his influence and 
fortune. Nay, so effectually had his guilty 
passion absorbed his principles of honour, 
conscience, humanity, and regard for the 
commodore’s last words, that he was base 
enough to rejoice at the absence of his friend 
Godfrey, who, being then with his regiment 
in Ireland, could not dive into his purpose, 
or take measures for frustrating his design. 

Fraught with these heroic sentiments, he 
determined to set out for Sussex in his 
chariot and six, attended by his valet de 
chambre and two footmen ; and as he was 
now sensible, that in his last essay he, had 
mistaken his cue, he determined to change 
his battery, and sap the fortress by the most 
submissive, sofr, and insinuating beliaviour. 

On the evening that preceded this proposed 
expedition, he went into one of the boxes at 
the playhouse, as usual, to show himself to 
the ladies ; and? in reconnoitring the com- 
pany through a glass (for no other reason, 
hut because it w*as fashionable to be purblind), 
perceived his mistress, very plainly dressed, 
in one of the seats above the stage, talking 
to another you^ woman of a very homely 
appearance. Though his heart beat the 
alarm with the utmost impatience at sight of 
his Plmilia, he was for some minutes deterred 
from obeying the impulse of his love, by the 
presence of some ladies of fashion, who, he 
feared, would think the worse of hini, should 
they see him make his compliment in public 
to a person of her flguro. Nor would the 
violence of his inclination have so far pre- 
vailed over his pride, as to lead him thither, 
had not he recollected, that his quality friends 


would look upon her as some handsome 
Abigail, with whom he had an affair of gal- 
lantry, and of consequence give him credit 
for the intrigue. 

Encouraged by this suggestion, he com- 
plied with the dictates of love, and flew to 
tho place where his charmer sat. His air 
and dress were so remarkable, that it was 
almost impossible he should have escaped 
the eyes of a curious observer, especially as 
he had chosen a time for coming in, when 
his entrance could not fail to attract the 
notice of the spectators : 1 mean, when tho 
whole house was hushed in attention to the 
performance on the stage. Emilia, there- 
fore, perceived him at his first approach ; 
she found herself discovered by the direction 
of his glass, and, guessing his intention by 
his abrupt retreat from the box, summoned 
all her fortitude to her aid, and prepared for 
his reception. Ho advanced to her with an 
air of ea^rness and joy, tempered with mo- 
desty and respect, and expressed his satis- 
faction at seeing her, with a seeming rever- 
ence of regard. Though she was extremely 
well pleased at this unexpected behaviour, 
she suppressed the emotions of her heart, 
and answered his compliments with affected 
ease and unconcern, such as might denote 
tho good humour of a person who meets by 
accident with an indiflbrent acquaintance. 
After having certified himself of her own 
good health, he very kindly inquired about 
her mother alid Miss Sophy, ^ve her to 
understand that he had lately been favoured 
with a letter from Godfrey ; that he had 
actually intended to eet out next morning on 
a visit to Mrs Gauntlet, which (now that he 
was so liappy as to meet with her) he would 
postpone, until he should have the pleasure 
of attending her to the country. After hav- 
ing thanked him for his polite intention, she 
told him, that her mother was expected in 
town in a few days, and that she herself had 
come to London some weeks ago, to give 
her attendance upon her aunt, who had been 
dangerously ill, but was now pretty well re- 
covered. 

Although the conversation, of course, turn- 
ed upon general topics, during the enter- 
tainment he took all opportunities of being 
particular with his eyes, through which he 
conveyed a thousand tender protestations. 
She saw and inwardly rejoiced at the humility 
of his looks ; but, far from rewarding it with 
one approving glance, she industriously avoid- 
ed this ocular intercourse, and rather co- 
quetted with a young gentleman that ogled 
her from the opposite box. Peregrine’s pe- 
netration easily detected her sentiments, and 
he was nettled at her dissimulation, which 
served to confirm him in his unwarrantable 
desimis upon her person. Ho persisted in his 
assiduities with indefatigable perseverance ; 
when the play was concluded, handed her 
and her companion in'o a hackney-coach, 
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and with ditliculty was^ pnrmittod to escort 
them to the Jiousc of Emilia’s uncle, to 
whom our hero was introduced by the young 
lady as an intimate friend of her brother 
Godfrey. 

'riie old gentleman, who was no stranger 
to Liio nature of Peregrine’s connexion with 
l.is sister’s family, prevailed upon him to 
stay supper, and seemed particularly well 
pleased with his conversation and deportment, 
which, by the help of his natural sagacity, 
he wonderfully adapted to the humour of his 
entertainer. After supper, when tlie hulies 
were withdrawn, and the citizen called for 
Jiis pipe, our sly adventurer followed his 
example. Though he abhorred the plant, 
he smoked with an airof iiitinitc satisfaction, 
and expatiated upon the virtues of tobacco, 
as if he had been deeply concerned in the 
^'irginia trade. In the progress of the dis- 
course, he consulted the nicrcliant’s dis- 
position ; and the national debt coming upon 
the carpet, field firth upon the funds like a 
professed broker. When the alderman com- 
plained of file restrictions and disoourage- 
inoiits of trade, his guest inveighed against 
exorbitant duties, with the nature of which 
ho seemed as well acquainted as any com- 
missioner of the customs; so that the uncle 
was astonished at the extent of his know- 
ledge, and expressed his surprise, that a gay 
ynimg gentleman like him should have found 
either leisure or inclination to consider sub- 
ject.^ so foreign to the fashionable amusements 
of youth. 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell 
Jiim. that he was descepded from a race of 
iiiorchants ; and that, early in life, he had 
made it his business to instruct himsoif in the 
ddVerent branches of trade, which he not 
only studied as his family profession, but 
also as the source of all our national riches 
and power. He then launched out in praise 
of commerce, and the promoters thereof; 
iiihl, by way of contrast, employed all his 
ridicule in drawing such ludicrous pictures of 
tlie jnanners and education of what is called 
liigii life, that the trader’s sides were shaken 
by laughter, even to the danger of his life: 
and he looked upon our adventurer as a 
miracle of sobriety and good sense. 

i laving thus ingratiated himself with the 
uncle, Peregrine took his leave, and next day 
in the forenoon visited the n'-cco in his cha- 
riot, after she had been admonished by her 
kinsman to behave with circumspection, and 
cautioned agfuiu-i., negloc^ ug or discouraging 
tlie addjsesscE of sucii a valuable admirer. 


CHAPTER LXXV. 

He prosecutes his design upon Emilia with 
great art and perseverance. 

Our adventurer, having by his hypocrisy 


j obtained free access to his mistress, began 
I the siege, by professing the most sincere con- 
trition for his former levity, and imploring 
her fn-givenesa with such earnest suppli- 
cation, that, guarded as she was against his 
flattering arts, siie began to believe his pro- 
testations, which were even accompanied 
with tears, and abated a good deal of tliat 
severity and distance she had proposed to 
maintain during tliis interview. She wouhl 
not, however, favour him with the least ac- 
knowledjrjncnt of a mutual passion, because, 
in the midst of his vow.s of eternal constancy 
and truth, he did not mention one syllabic of 
wedlock, though he was now erttirely master 
of his own conduct ; and this consideration 
created a doubt, which fortified lier against, 
all his attacks : yet what her discretion wouhl 
liavc concealed, was discovered by her eyes, 
which, in spite of all her endeavours, breath- 
ed forth complacency and love : for her in- 
clination was flattered by her own self-suf- 
ficiency, which imputed her admirer’s silence', 
in that particular to the hurry and pertur- 
bation of his spirits, and persuaded her, that 
he could not possibly regard her with any 
other than honourable intentions. 

The insidious lover exulted in the tender- 
ness of her looks, from which he presaged a 
complete victory ; but that ho might not 
overshoot himself by his owm precipitation, 
he would not run the r»k of declaring hiin- 
sclft until her heart should be so far entangled 
within his snares, as that neither the sug- 
gestions of honour, prudence, nor prid<‘, 
should be able to disengage it. Armed with 
this resolution, he restrained the impatience 
of his temper within the limits of the rnos‘. 
delicate deportment. After having solicited 
and obta.ined permission to attend her tn the 
next opera, he took her by ihc hand, and 
pressing it to his lips in the most respectful 
manner, went away, leaving her in a most 
wlihftsical state of suspense, chequered with 
an interesting vicissitude of hope and fear. 

On the appointed day he appeared again, 
about five o’clock in the afternoon, and found 
her native charms so mnch improved by the 
advantages of dress, that he was transported 
with admiration and delight ; and, while he 
conducted her to t!ie Hayrnarket, could scarce 
bridle the impetuosity of his passion, so as 
to observe the forbearing maxims he had 
adopted. When she entered the pit, he had 
abundance of food for the gratification of his 
vanity; for, in a moment, she eclipsed all the 
female part of the audience, each individual 
allowing, in her own lieart, that the stranger 
washy ftr the handsomest woman there pre- 
sent, except herself. 

Here it was that our liero enjoyed a double 
triumph : ho was vain of this opportunity to 
enhance his reputation for gallantry among 
the ladies of fashion vvlio knew him, and 
proud of an occasion to display his quality 
acquaintance to Emilia, that she might enter- 
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tain the ^eatrr idea of the conquest she had 
made, and pay the more deference to his im- 
portance in the sequel of his addresses. 
That he might profit as much os possible by 
this situation, he went up and accosted every 
person in the pit, with whom he ever had 
the least communication, whispered and 
laiighed with an alfected air of familiarity,, 
and oven bowed at a distance to some of the 
nobility, on the slender foundation of having 
stood near them at court, or presented them 
with a pinch of rappee at White’s chocolate 
house. 

This ridiculous ostentation, though how 
practised with a view of promoting his de- 
sign, w^as a weakness that, in some degree, 
infected the whole of his behaviour; for 
nothing gave him so much jdy in conver- 
sation, as an opportunity of giving the 
company to understand how well he was 
with persons of distinguished rank and 
character ; he would often, for example, ob- 
serve, as it wore occasionally, that the duke 

of G was one of the best-natured men 

in the world, and illustrate this asserfirn by 
some instance of his affability, in which he 
himself was concerned ; then, by on abrupt 
transition, he would repeat some repartee of 

l^ady T , and mentioned a certain hon 

mot of the Earl of C , w'hich was uttered 

jn his hearing. 

Abundance of young men, in this manner, 
make free with the names, though they have 
never had access to the persons of the no- 
bility ; but this was not the case with Pere- 
grine, who, in coiisideratioq of his appear- 
ance and supposed fortune, together with the 
advantage of his introduction, was by this 
tjine freely admitted to the tables of the 
great. 

In his return with Emilia from the opera, 
though he still maintained the most scrupu- 
lous decorum in his behaviour, he plied* lier 
w ith the most passionate expressions of love, 
squfjezed her hand with great fervency, pro- 
tested that his whole soul was engrossed by 
her idea, and that be could not exist inde- 
pendent of her favour, l^leased as she was 
with his warm and pathetic addresses, to- 
gether with the respectful manner of his 
making love, she yet had prudence and re- 
solution sutKciont to contain her tenderness, 
v/iuch was ready to run over ; being fortified 
against his arts, by reflecting, that, if his 
aim svas honourable, it was now liis business 
to declare it. On this consideration, she 
refused to make any serious reply to his 
earnest expostulations, but affected to receive 
them as the undetermined effusions of gal- 
lantry and good breeding. 

This fictiti(»us gaiety and good humour, 
though it baliled his hope of extorting from 
her an acknowledgment of which he might 
Jiave taken immediate advantage, neverthe- 
less encouraged him to observe (as the cha- 
riot passed along the Strand) that the night 


was far advanced ; that supper would certain- 
ly be over before they could reach lier uncle’s 
! house ; and to propose, that he should wait 
upon her to some place ; where tliey might 
be accommodated with a slight refreshment. 
She was offended at the Treedom of this pro- 
posal, which, however, she treated as a joke, 
thanking him for his courteous offer, and as- 
suring him, that when she should be disposed 
for a tavern treat, he alone should have the 
honour of bestowing it. 

Her kinsman being engaged with company 
abroad, and her aunt retired to rest, lie had 
the good fortune to enjoy a tete-a-iele with 
her during a whole hour, which he employed 
with such consummate skill, that her caution 
was almost overcome. He not only assailed 
her with the artillery of sighs, vows, prayers, 
and tears, but even pawned his honour in be- 
half of his love. He sw'orc, with many im- 
precations, that although her heart was sur- 
rendered to him at discretion, there was a 
principle within him, which would never 
allow him to injure such innocence and 
beauty; and the transports of his passion 
had, upon this occasion, so far overshot his 
purpose, that, if she had demanded an ex- 
planation while ho was thus agitated, h» 
would have engaged himself to her wish by 
such ties as ho could not break with any re- 
gard to his reputation. But from such ex- 
postulation she was deterred, partly by pride, 
and partly by .the dread of finding herself 
mistaken in such an interesting conjecture. 
She therefore enjoyed the present flattering 
appearance of her fate, was prevailed upon 
to accept the jewefe, which he purcliasc'u 
with part of his winning at Bath, and, with 
the most enchanting condescension, submit- 
ted to a warm embrace when he took his 
leave, after having obtained permission to 
visit her as often as his inclination and con- 
venience would pennit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, he was 
buoyed up witli his success to an extra- 
vagance of hope, already congratulated him- 
belf upon his triumph over Emilia’s virtue, 
and began to project future conquests among 
the most dignified characters of the female 
sex. But his attention was not at all dissi- 
pated by these vain reflexions ; he resolved 
to concentrate the whole exertion of his soul 
upon the execution of his present plan, di‘- 
sistod.^in the mean time, from all other 
schemes of pleasure, interest, and ambition, 
and took lodgings in the city, for the more 
commodious accomplishment of his purpose. 

While our lover’s imagination was tlui'? 
agreeably regaled, his mistress did not enjoy 
her expectations without the intervention of 
doubts and anxiety. Ilis silence touching 
the final aim of his addresses, was a mysteiy^ 
on which she was afraid of exercising Iior 
sagacity; and her uncle tormented lier with 
inquiries into the circumstances of Pere- 
grine’s professions and depwtmcnt. Rather 
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than give this relation the least cause of 
suspicion, which must have cut off all inter- 
course betwixt her and her admirer, she said 
every tiling which she thought would satisfy 
his cure and concern for her welfare ; and, 
i»i consequence of puch representation, she 
enjoyed, without reserve, the company of our 
an venturer, who prosecuted his plan with 
surprising eagerness and perseverance. 


CHAPTER LXXVL 

IL prevails vpon Emilia to accompany hhn 
to a masquerade, makes a treacherous at^ 
tempt upon her affection, and meets with 
a deserved repulse. 

Scarce a night elapsed in which he did not 
conduct her to some public entertainment. 
W'hon, by the dint of his insiduous carriage, 
he thought liimself in full possession of her 
confidence and affeclion, l.e lay in wait fur 
an oiiportuuity ; and hearing her obscr\'e, in 
conversation, that she had never bona at a 
masquerade, begged leave to attend her to 
the next ball ; at the same time e.xtcnding 
liis invitation to the young lady in whose 
company he had fourul her at tile play, she 
being present when this subject of discourse 
was introduced. He had flattered Idmself, 
that this gentlewoman would decline the pro- 
posal, as she w'as a person seemingly of a 
demure disposition, wlio had Ifcen born and 
bred in the city, where such diversions are 
looked upon as scenes of lew^dncss and de- 
bauchery. For once, however, ho reckoned 
without his host ; curiosity is as prevalent in 
the city as at the court end of llie town; 
Emilia no sooner signified her assent to bis 
proposal, than her friend, with an air of satis- 
faction, agreed to make one of the party; 
and ho was obliged to thank her for that 
complaisiipco which laid him under infinite 
mortification. Ho set his genius at work to 
invent some schomo fir preventing her un- 
Kcasonablo intrusion. Had an opportunity 
offered, ho would have acted as her phj^si- 
cian, and administered a medicine that would 
liavo laid licr under the necessity of staying 
at homo ; but Ids acquaintance with her blung 
too slight to fuiiiish him witli the moans of 
executing this expedient, he devised another, 
which was practised with all imaoriimble suc- 
cess. Understanding that her grandmother 
liad left her a sum of money ind(‘pondent of 
her p.yent.s, ho c* ■ ?eycd a letter to her mo- 
ther, inti mu ling, that her daughter, on pre- 
tence of going U) the masquerade, intended 
, to bc.stow herself in marriage to a certain 
,pcr.-on ; and mat in a lev/ days she would be 
informed ut' the cin:oiu.itancos of thf* wliole 
inlriguo, provided she would keep this in- 
formation secret, and contrive some excuse 
for detaining the young lady at home, with- 
out giving her cause to belmvc she was ap- 


prised of her intention. This billot, .sub- 
scribed your well-wisher and unknown hum- 
ble servant, had the desired effect upon the 
careful matron, who, on the ball-day, feigned 
herself so extremely ill, that miss could not 
with any decency quit her mamma’s apart- 
ment; and therefore sent her apology to 
Emilia in the afternoon, immediately after 
tlie arrival of Peregrine, wdio pretended to 
be very much afflicted with the disappoint- 
ment, W'hile his heart throbbed w^ith a trans- 
port of joy. 

About ten o’clock the lovers set out for 
the llaymarket, he being dressed in the 
habit of Pantaloon, and she in that of Colum- 
bine ; and they had scarce entered the house 
when the music struck up, the curtain was 
withdrawn, and the whole scene displayed nt 
once, to the admiration of Emilia, who.se ex- 
pectation was infinitely surpassed by this ei:- 
hibition. Our gallant having conducted her 
through all the different apartments, uml 
described the economy of the place, led lier 
into the circle, and, in their turn, lliey danced, 
several minuets ; then going to tlie side-board, 
he prevailed upon her to cat some sweet- 
meats and drink a glass of champaign. Afl er 
a second review of the company, they en- 
gaged in country-dances, at which oxerc'se 
they continued, until our ad venturer con- 
cluded that his partner’s blood was suflinenr- 
ly warmed lor the prosecition of his design. 
On this supposition, which was built nptvi 
her declaring that she thirsty ami fa- 
tigued, he persuaded luT tf> take a little re- 
freshment and repose ; an !, for that purpose, 
handed her down stairs into the eating-roorn, 
where, having seated her on the floor, he 
presented her with a glass of wine and w*.- 
ter; and, as she complained of being fain', 
enriched the draught with some drops of a 
certain elixir, w’hich he recommended ns a 
inost^excellent restorative, though it was no 
other than a stimulating lirictiiro, which he 
had treacherously provided for the occasion. 
Having sw’alloweu this potion, l)y which ho:* 
spirits w'cre manifestly exhilarated, she ate a 
slice of ham, with the wing of a cold pulle^ 
and concluded the rnoal with a glass of Bur- 
gundy, which she drank at the earnest c:.- 
treaty of her admirer, ’riieso extraordinary 
cordials, co-o])orating with the ferment of 
her blood, which was heated by violent mo- 
tion, could not fail to affect the constitutio.’ 
of a delicate young creature, who was natu- 
rally sprightly and volatile. Her eyes beernn 
to sparkle with unusual fire and vivacity, a 
tliousand brilliant sallie.s of wit escaped her, 
and every mask that accosted hevunderwenf 
some smarting repartee. 

Peregrine, oveijoycd nt the success of h ^ 
administration, proposed that they should 
resume their places at tlie country-dances, 
with a view to promote and assist the efficacy 
of his elixir ; and, when he thought her din- 
pcs’.lion was proppily adapted for the thcMiie, 
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began to ply her with all the elocution of 
love. In order to elevate his own spirits to 
that pitch of resolution which his scheme re- 
quired, he drank two whole bottles of Bur- 
fi'undy, which inflamed his passion to such a 
degree, that he found himself capable of un- 
dertaking and perpetrating any scheme for 
the gratitication of his desire. 

Emilia, warmed by so many concurring 
incentives, in favour of the man she loved, 
abated considerably of her wonted reserve*, 
listened to his protestations with undissem- 
bled pleasure, and, in the ' confldence of her 
satisfaction, even owned him absolute master 
of her affections. Ravished with this con- 
fession, he now deemed himself on the brink 
of reaping the delicious fruits of his art and 
assiduity; and the morning being already 
pretty far advanced, assented with rapture to 
the first propo.sal she made of retiring to her 
lodgings. The blinds of the chariot being 
pulled up, lie took advantage of the favoura- 
Ido situation of her thoughts; and, on pre- 
tence of being whimsical, in consequence of 
tlie wine he had swallowed, clasped her in 
liis arms, and imprinted a thousand kisses on 
her pouting lips, a freedom which she par- 
doned as t.he privilege of intoxication. While 
lie thus indulged himself with impunity, the 
nirriage halted, and Pipes opening the door, 
his master handed her into the passage, be- 
fore she perceived that it was not lier uncle’s 
house at whioh they liad alightcd. 

Alarniod at this discovery, slie, with some 
confusion, desired to know his reason for 
conducting her to a strange place at these 
hours; but he made no reply, until he had 
led her into an apartment, then he gave her 
to understand, that, as her imcle’.s family 
must be disturbed by her going thither so 
late in the niglit, and the streets near Tem- 
])lc-bar were infesteil by a multitude of rob- 
bers and cut-throats, he had ordered his 
coachman to halt ut this house, whipli was 
iM'pt by a relation of his; a mighty good sort 
of :i gentlewoman, who would be proud of an 
opportunity to accommodate a person for 
whom he was knov;n to entertain such tea- 
dernoss and esteem. 

klmilia had too much penetration to be im 
posed upon by this plausible pretext; in spite 
of her partiality tor Peregrine, which had 
nover been inflamed to such a pitch of com- 
placency before, she comprehended his whole 
plan in a twinkling. Though her blood boiled 
with indignation, she thanked him with an. 
aflected air of serenity for his kind concern 
and expressed her obligation to his cousin ; 
but, at tlie same time, insisted upon going 
liome, le.^t her absence should terrify her 
uncle and aunt, wl.-o, she knew, would not 
retire to rest till her return. 

lie urged her, with a thousand remon- 
strances, to consult her own ease and safety, 
promising to send Pipes into the city, for the 
satisfaction of her relations ; but, finding her 
2 A 


obstinately deaf to his entreaties, he assured 
her, that he would, in a few minutes, comply 
with her request; and, in the mean time, 
be^d she would forti^ herself against the 
cold with a cordial, which he poured out in 
her presence, and which (now that her sus- 
picion was aroused) she refused to taste, not- 
withstanding all his importunities. He then 
fell on his knees before her, and the tears 
gushing from his eyes, swore that his passion 
was wound up to such a pitch of impatience, 
that he could no longer live upon the unsub- 
stantial food of expectation ; and that, if she 
would not vouchsafe to crown his happiness, 
he would forthwith sacrifice himself to her 
disdain. Such an abrupt address, accompa- 
nied with all the symptoms of frantic agita- 
tion, could not fail to perplex and aflrigl)' 
the gentle Emilia, who, after some recollec- 
tion, replied with a resolute tone, that sli^^ 
could not see what reason he had to com- 
plain of her reserve, which she was not at 
liberty to lay entirely aside, until he should 
have vowed his intentions in form, and ob- 
tained the sanction of those whom it was Ikm* 
duty to obey. “Divine creature!” (cried 
he, seizing her hand, and pressing it to his 
lips), “ It is from you alone I hope for lluit 
condescension which would ovonvhelm i.*;-' 
with transports of celestial bliss. The sen- 
timents of parents are sordid, silly, and con- 
fined: mean not then to subject my passu^n 
to such low restrictions as were calculated 
for the purpdfees of comnion life. My love i.s 
too delicate and refined to wear those vulgar 
fetters, which serve only to destroy the men‘ 
of voluntary affection, and to imbraid a man 
incessantly with the articles of compulsion, 
under which he lies. ' My dear ailgel ! spare 
me the mortification of being compelled t<» 
love you, and reign sole empress of my heart 
and fortune.' I will not affront you so much 
as to talk of settlements ; my all is at your 
disposal. In this pocket-book are notes t(» 
the amount of two thousand pounds ; do 
the pleasure to accept of them ; to-morrow i 
will lay ten thousand more in your lap. In 
a word, you shall be mistress of my wholes 
estate, and I shall think myself happy in li\ - 
ing dependent on your bounty !” 

Heavens ! what were the emotions of tJu* 
virtuous, the sensible, the delicate, the tender 
Emilia’s heart, when she heard this insolent 
declaration from the mouth of a man whom 
she had lionourcd with her affection and es- 
teem I it was not simply horror, grief, or in- 
dignation, that she felt, in consequence of 
this unworthy treatment, but the united pang> 
of all together, which produced a sort of hys- 
teric laugh, while she told him that she could 
not help admiring his generosity. 

Deceived by this convulsion, and the iro- 
nical complirnent that attended it, the lover 
thouglit he had already made great progress 
in hia operations, and that it was now his 
business to storm l!io fort by a vigorous a^- 
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isault, that he might spare her the confusion 
of yielding without resistance. Possessed 
by thij? vain suggestion, he started up, and 
folding her in his arms, began to obey the 
furious dictates of his unruly and ungenerous 
desire. With an aip of cool determination, 
she demanded a parley ; and when, upon her 
repeated request, he granted it, ad^essed 
herself to him in these words, while her eyes 
gleamed with ail the dignity of the most aw- 
fill resentment : — “ Sir, I scorn to upbraid you 
with a repetition of your former vows and 
protestations, nor will I recapitulate the little 
arts you have practised to ensnare my heart ; 
because, though, by dint of the most perfidi- 
ous dissimulation, you have found means to 
deceive my opinion, your utmost efforts have 
never been able to lull the vigilance of my 
conduct, or to engage my afifection beyond 
the power of discarding you without a tear, 
whenever my honour should demand such a 
sacrifice. Sir, you are unworthy of my con- 
cern or regret, and the sigh which now strug- 
gles from my breast, is the result of sorrow 
for my own want of discernment. As far 
your present attempt upon my chastity, I 
despise your power, as I detest your inten- 
tion. Though, under the mask of the most 
delicate respect, you have decoyed me from 
the immediate protection of my friends, and, 
contrived other impious stratagems to ruin 
niy peace and reputation, 1 confide too much 
in iny own innocence, and the authority of 
llic law, to admit one thought of fear, much 
less to sink under the horror of this shocking 
situation, into which I have been seduced 
Sir, your behaviour on thiS occasion is, in all 
respects, low and conteraptiWe : for, ruffian 
os you are, you durst not harbour the thought 
of e.xecuting your execrable scheme, while 
you knew rny brotlier was near enough to 
preventer revenge the insult; so that you 
must not only be a treacherous villain, but 
also a most despicable coward.” Having ex- 
pressed herself in this manner, with a most 
majestic severity of aspect, she opened the 
door, and, walking down stairs with surpris- 
ing resolution, committed herself to the care 
of a watchman, who accommodated her with 
a hackney chair, in which she was safely 
conveyed to her uncle’s house. 

Meanwhile, the lover was so confounded 
and overawed Ik these cutting reproaches, 
and her animated behaviour, that all his reso- 
lution, forsook him, an^he found himself rtot 
only incapable of of Vdfeting her retreat, but 
even of uttering cue s> liable to deprecate her 
wrath, or extenuate the guilt of his own con- 
duct. The nature of Ids disappointment, and 
the keen reipoi. e that seized him, when he 
reflected upd’a the dishonourable footing on 
which his character stood with Emilia, raised 
such perturbation in his mind, thatliis silence 
was succeeded by a violent fit of distraction, 
during which he raved like a bedlamite, and 
a thousand extravagancies, which con- 


vinced the people of the house (a certain bag- 
nio) that he had actually lost his wits. Pipes, 
with great concern, adopted the same opi- 
nion; and, being assisted by the w^aiters, 
hindered him, by main force, from running 
out and pursuing the fair fugitive, whom, in 
his delirium, he alternately cursed and com- 
mended, with horrid imprecations and lavish 
applause. His faithful valet, having waited 
two whole hours, in hopes of seeing this gust 
of passion overblown, and perceiving that the 
paroxysm seemed rather to increase, very 
prudently sent for a physician of his mas- 
ter’s acquaintance, who, having considered 
the circumstances and symptoms of the dis- 
order, directed that he should be plentifully 
blooded without loss of time, and prescribeJl 
a draught to compose the tumult of his spi- 
rits. These orders bein^ punctually per- 
formed, he grew more esum and tractable, 
recovered his reflection so far as to bo 
ashamed of the ecstasy he had undergone, 
suffered himself quietly to be undressed ami 
put to bed, where the mtigue, occasioned by 
nis exercise at the masquerade, co-operated 
with the present disposition of his spirits tn 
lull him into a profound sleep, which greatly 
tended to the preservation of his intellects. 
Not that he found himself in a state of per- 
fect tranquillity when he awaked about noon. 
The remembrance of what had passed ovo“- 
whelmed him with mortification. Emilia’s 
invectives still sounded in his cars; and, 
while he deeply resented her disdain, he 
could not help admiring her spirit, and hiwS 
heart did homage to her cliorms. 


CHAPTER LXXVII. 

He endeavours to reconcile himself to hts 
mistress^ and expostulates with the. uncle, 
who forbids him the house. 

In this state of division, he went home to 
his own lodgings in a chair ; and while he 
deliberated with himself whether he should 
relinquish the pursuit, and endeavour to ban- 
ish her idea from his breast, or go immedi- 
ately and humble himself before his exaspe- 
rated mistress, and offer his hand as an 
atonement for his crime, his servant put into 
bis hand a packet, which had been delivered 
by a ticket-porter at the door. He no sooner 
perceived that the superscription was in Emi- 
lia’s hand-writing, than he guessed the na- 
ture of the' contents } and opening the seal 
with disordered eagerness, found the jewels 
he had given to her, inclosed in a billet, 
couched in these words; — 

“ That I may have no cause to reproach 
myself with having retained the least memo- 
rial of a wretch whom I equally despise and 
abhor, T take this opportunity of restoring' 
these ineffectual instruments of his infamous 
design upon the honour of Emilia.” 
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His chagrin was so much galled and in- 
ilamed at the bitterness of this contemptuous 
message, that he gnawed his fingers till the 
blood ran over his nails, and even wept with 
vexation. Sometimes he vowed revenge 
against her haughty virtue, and reviled him- 
self for his precipitate declaration, before his 
scheme was brought to maturity; then he 
would consider her behaviour with reverence 
and regard, and bow before the irresistible 
power of her attractions. In short, his breast 
was torn by conflicting passions ; love, shame, 
and remorse, contended with vanity, ambi- 
tion, and revenge ; and the superiority was 
still doubtful, when headstrong desire inter- 
posed, and decided in favour of an attempt 
towards a reconciliation with the offended 
fair. 

Impelled by this motive, jie set out in the 
afternoon for the hous(3 of her uncle, not 
without hopes of that tender enjoyment 
which never fails to attend an accoinmoda- . 
lion betwixt two lovers of taste and sensibili- 
ty. Though the consciousness of his tres- 
pass encumbered him with an air of awkward 
confusion, he was too confident of his own 
qualifications and address to despair of for- 
giveness ; and, by the time he arrived at the 
citizen’s gate, ho liad conned a very artful 
and pathetic harangue, which ho proposed to 
utter in his own behalf, laying the blame of 
his conduct on the impetuosity of his pas- 
.sion, increased by the Burgundy, which he 
had too liberally drank : but he did not meet 
with an opportunity to avail himself of this 
preparation. Emilia, suspecting that he 
would lake some step of this kind to re- 
trieve her favour, liad gone abroad, on pre- 
tence of visiting, after having signifled to 
her kinsman her resolution to avoid the com- 
pany of Peregrine, on account of some am- 
bigiiilies wliicli, she said, were last night re- 
markable in Ills demeanour at the masque- 
rade. yiie chose to insinuate her suspicion 
in these hints, rather than give an explicit 
d(-'tail of the young man’s dishonourable con- 
trivance, which might have kindled the rc- 
s^mtmor.t of the family to some dangerous 
pilch of animosity and revenge. 

Our adventurer, finding himself baffled in 
his expectation of seeing her, inquired for 
till* old gentleman, with whom he thought he 
had influence enough to make his apology 
g«)od, in case he should find him prepossessed 
by the young lady’s information. But here 
too he was disappointed, the uncle having 
gone to dine in the country, and his wife was 
indisposed; so that he had no pretext for 
staying in tlie house till the return of his 
charmer. Being, however, fruitful of expe- 
dients, he dismissed his chariot, and took 
possession of a room in a tavern, the win- 
dows of which fronted the merchant’s jjate ; 
and there he proposed to watch until he 
should see her approach. This scheme he 
put in practice with indefatigable patience. 


though it was not attended with the expect- 
ed success. 

Emilia, whose caution was equally vigilant 
and commendable, foreseeing that she might 
be exposed to the fertility of bis invention, 
came home by a private passage, and entered 
by a postern, which was altogether uiiknowni 
to her admirer ; and her uncle, did not arrive 
until it was so late that lie could not, with 
any decency, demand a conference. 

jNText morning ho did not fail to present 
himself at the door ; and his mistress being 
denied by her own express direction, insisted 
upon seeing the master of the liouse, who re- 
ceived him with such coldness of civility, as 
plainly gave him to understand that ho was 
acquainted with the displeasure of his niece. 
He, therefore, with an air of candour, told 
the citizen, he could easily perceive by his 
behaviour that he was the confidant of Mias 
Emilia, of whom he was come to ask pardon 
for the oflcnce ho had given; and did not 
doubt, if he could be admitted to her pre- 
sence, that he should be able to convince her 
that he had not erred intentionally, or at 
least propose such reparation as would efieo- 
tually atone for his fault. 

To this remonstrance the merchant, with- 
out any ceremony or circumlocution,. answer- 
ed, that though he was ignorant of the na- 
ture of his oubnee, he was very certain that 
it must have been something very flagrant 
that could irritate his niece to such a degree, 
against a person for whom she had fonnerly 
a most particular regard. He owned, she 
had declared her intention to renounce his 
acquaintance for ever, and, doubtless, she 
had good reason for so doing ; neither would 
he undertake to promote an accommodation, 
unless he would give him full power to treat 
on the score of matrimony, which he sup- 
posed .would be the only means of evincing 
his own sincerity, and obtaining Emilia’s for- 
giveness. 

Peregrine’s pride was kindled by this blunt 
declaration, which he could not help consi- 
dering as the result of a scheme concerted 
betwixt the young lady and her uncle, in 
order to take the advantage of his heat. He 
therefore replied, with manifest signs of dis- 
gust, that he did not apprehend there was 
any occasion for a mediator to reconcile the 
difference betwixt Emilia and him ; and that 
all he desired was an opportunity of pleading 
in his own behalf. 

The citizen frankly told him, that, as his 
niece had expressed an earnest desire of 
avoiding his company, he would not put the 
least constraint upon her inclination; and, in 
the mean time, gave him to know, that he 
was particularly engaged. 

Our hero, glowing with indignation at this 
supercilious treatment, “ I was in the wrong,” 
said he, “ to look for good manners so far on 
this side of Temple-bar : but you must gives 
me leave to tell you, Sir, that unless I am 
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favoured with an interview with Miss Gaunt- 
let, I shall conclude that you have actually 
laid a constraint uppn her inclination, for 
some sinister purposes of your own.” Sir,” 
(replied the old gentleman), “you are wel- 
come to make whaU conclusions shall seem 
good unto your own imagination; but pray 
be so good as to allow me the privilege of 
being master in my own house.” So saying, 
he very complaisantly showed him to the 
door ; and our lover, being diffident of his 
own temper, as well as afraid of being used 
with greater indignity, in a place where his 
|)ersonal prowess would only serve to 
heighten his disgrace, quitted the house in a 
transport of rage, which he could not wholly 
suppress, telling the landlord, that, if his age 
did not protect him, he would have chastised 
him for his insolent behaviour. 


CHAPTER LXXVIIL, 

He projects a violent scheme, in con- 
sequence of which he is involved in n 
most fatiguing adventure, which greatly 
tends towards the augmentation of his 
chagrin. 

Thus debarred of personal communication 
with his mistress, he essayed to retrieve her 
good graces by the most submissive and pa- 
thetic letters, which he conveyed by divers 
artifices to her perusal ; but reaping no man- 
ner of benefit from these endeavours, his 
passion acquired a degree of impatience little 
inferior to downright ficnzy; and he de- 
termined to run every risk of life, fortune, 
and reputation, rather than desist from his 
unjustihuble pursuit. Indeed, his resentment 
was now as deeply concerned as his love, 
and each of these passions equally turbulent 
and loud in demanding gratification. He 
kept sentinels continually in pay to give him 
notice of her outgoings, in expectation of 
finding some opportunity to carry her offi; 
but her circumspection entirely frustrated j 
this design; for she suspected every thing i 
of that sort from a disposition like his, arid ! 
regulated her motions accordingly. ! 

Baffied by her prudence ana penetration, | 
he altered hia plan. On pretence of being , 
called to his country house by some affair of 
importance, he departed from liondon, and, 
taking lodging at a.iarmer’s house that stood 
near the road t rough which she must have 
necessarily passed hi her return to her mo- 
ther, concealed himself from all intercourse, 
except with his valet de chambre and Pipes, 
who had orders to &coiir the country, and re- 
connoitre every horse, coach, or carriage, 
that should appear on that highway, with a 
view of intercepting his Amanda in her pas- 
sage. 

He liad waited in this ambuscade a whole 
week, when his valet gave him notice, that 


he and his fellow scout had discovered a 
chaise and six, driving at full speed towards 
them; upon which they had flapped their 
hats over their eyes, so as they might not be 
known, in case they should bo scon, and con- 
cealed themselves behind a hedge, from 
whence they could perceive in the carriage, 
ds it passed, a young man plainly dressed, 
with a lady in a mask, of the exact size, 
shape, and air of Emilia; and that Pipes fol- 
lowed them at a distance, wliile he rode back 
to communicate this piece of intelligence. 

Peregrine would scarce allow him time to 
conclude his information. He ran down to 
the stable, where his horse was kept ready 
saddled for the purpose, and never doubting 
that the lady in question was his mistress, 
attended by one of her uncle’s clerks, mount- 
ed immediately, and rode full gallop aflerthe 
chaise, which (when he had proceeded about 
two miles) he understood from Pipes, had put 
up at a neighbouring inn. Though his incli- 
nation prompted him to enter her apartment 
without farther delay, he suffered himself to 
be dissuaded from taking such a precipitate 
step, by his privy counselor, who observed, 
that it would be impracticable to execute his 
purpose of conveying her against her will 
from a public inn, that stood in the midst of 
L populous village, which would infallibly 
rise in her defence. He advised him there- 
fore to lie in wait for the chaise, in some re- 
mote and private part of the road, where 
they might accomplish their aim without dif- 
ficulty or danger. In consequence of this 
admonition, our adventiinT ordered Pipes to 
reconnoitre the inn, that she might not escape 
another way, while he and the valet, in order 
to avoid being seen, took a circuit by an 
unfrequented path, and placed themselves in 
ambush,' on a spot which they chose for tlic 
scene of their achievement. Here tliey tar- 
ried a full hour, without seeing the carriage, 
or hearing from their sentiiim ; so that the 
youth, unable to exert his patience one 
moment longer, left the foreigner in his 
station, and rode back to bis faithful lacquey, 
who assured him, that the travellers had not 
yet hove up their anchor, or proceeded on 
their voyage. 

Notwithstanding this intimation. Pickle 
began to entertain such alarming suspicions, 
that he could not refrain from advancing to 
the gate; and inquire for the company which 
had lately arriv^ in a chaise and six. The 
innkeeper, who was not at all pleased with 
the l^haviour of those passengers, did not 
think proper to observe the Instructions he 
had received ; on the contrary, he plainly told 
him, that the chaise did not halt, but only 
entered at one door, and went out at the 
other, with a view to deceive those who 
pursued it, as he guessed from the words of 
the gentleman, who had earnestly desired that 
his route might be concealed from any person 
who should inquire about their motions. 
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“As for my own peart, measter,” (continued 
this charitable publican), “ 1 believes as how 
they are no better than they should be, else 
they wouldn’t be in such a deadly fear of 
bcin^ overtaken. Methinks, (said I, when I 
saw them in such a woundy pother to be 
gone), oddsheartlinkins ! this must bo some 
London ’prentice running away with his 
rneaster’s daughter, as sure as I’m a living 
sold. But, be he who he will, sartain it is, a 
has nothing of the gentleman about en ; for, 
thof a asked such a favour, a never once put 
hand in pocket, or said, Dog, will you drink ? 
Ilowsornever, that don’t argufy in reverence 
of his being in a hurry ; and a man may be 
sometimes a little too judgmatical in his con* 
jectures.” In all probabinty, this loquacious 
landlord would have served the traveller 
otfectually, had Peregrine heard him to an 
end ; but this impetuous youth, far from'^ 
listening to the sequel of his observations, 
interrupted him in the beginning of ^ his 
career, by asking eagerly which road they 
followed; and, having received the innk^pePs 
directions, clapped spurs to his horse, com- 
manding Pipes to make the valet acquainted 
with his course, that they might attend him 
with all imaginable dispatch. 

By the publican’s account of their conduct, 
his mrmer opinion was fully confirmed. He 
plied his steed to the height of his mettle; 
and so much was his imagination engrossed 
by the prospect of having Emilia in his 
power, that he did not perceive the road on, 
which he travelled was quite different from 
that which led to the habitation of Mrs 
Gauntlet. The valet dc chambre was on, 
utter stranger to that part of the country ; 
and as for Mr Pipes, such considerations 
were altogether foreign to the economy of 
his reflexion. 

Ten long miles had our hero rode, when 
liis eyes were blessed with the sight of the 
chaise ascending ah hill, at the distance of a 
good league; upon which he doubled his 
diligence in such a manner, that he gained 
upon the carriage every minute, and at length 
approached so near to it, that he could dis- 
cern the lady and her conductor, with their 
heads thrust out at tlie windows, looking 
hack, and speaking to the driver alternately, 
as if they earnestly besought him to augment 
the speed of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in sight of port, 
while he crossed the road, his horse happen* 
ed to plunge into a cart-rut with such vio- 
lence, that he was thrown several yards oyer 
his head; and the beast’s shoulder being 
slipped by the fall, he found himself disabled 
from plucking the fruit which was almost 
within his reach'; for he had left his servants 
at a considerable distance behind him ; and 
although they had been at his back, and sup- 
plied him with another horse, they were so 
indifferently mounted, that he could not 
reasonably expect to overtake the flyers, who 


profited so much by this disaster, that the 
chaise vanished in a moment. 

It may be easily conceived how a young 
man of his disposition passed his time in this 
tantalizing situation. He ejaculated with 
great fervency, but his prayers were not ’the 
effects of resignation. He ran back on foot.. 
with incredible speed, in order to meet his 
valet, whom he unhorsed in a twinkling: 
and, taking his seat, be^n to exercise his 
whip and spurs, after having ordered the 
Swiss to follow him on the other gelding, 
and committed the lame hunter to the care 
of Pipes. 

Matters being adjusted in this manner, our 
adventurer prosecuted the race with all his 
might; and, having made some progress, 
was informed by a countryman, that the 
chaise had struck off into another road, and, 
according to his judgment, was by that time 
about three miles a-head ; though, in all pro- 
bability, the horses would not be able to hold 
out much lon^r, because they seemed to be 
quite spent when they passed his door. En- 
coura^d by this intimation, Peregrine pushed 
on with great alacrity,' though he could not 
regain sight of the desired object, till the 
clouds of night began to deepen, and even 
then he enjoyed nothing more than a tran- 
sient glimpse ; for the carriage was no sooner 
seen, than shrouded again from his view. 
These vexatious circumstances animated his 
endeavours while they irritated his chagrin : 
in short, he ^continued his pursuit' till the 
night was far advanced, and himself so un- 
certain about the object of his care, that he 
entered a solitary inn, with a view of obtain- 
ing some intelliaonie, when, to his infinite 
joy, he perceived the chaise standing by it- 
self, and the horses panting in the yard. In 
full confldence of his having arrived at last 
at the goal of oil his wishes, he aliglited in- 
stantaneously, and, running up to the coach- 
man, with a pistol in his hand, commanded 
him, in ah imperious tone, to conduct him to 
tlie lady’s chamber, on pain of death. The 
driver, affrighted at this menacing address, 
protested, with great humility, that he did 
not know whither his fare had retired ; for 
that he himself was paid and dismissed fro]:i 
the service, because he would not undertake 
to drive them all night across the coiintr}% 
without stopping to refVesh his horses ; biit 
he jaromised to go in quest of the waiter, 
who would show him to their aparimcnr. 
He was accordinglydetached on that errand, 
while our hero stood sentinel at the gate, till 
the arrival of his valet de chambre, who, 
joining him by accident before the coacliinan 
returned, relieved him in liis watch; and 
then the young gentleman, exasperated at 
his messenger’s delay, ruslied, with fury in 
his eyes, from room to room, denouncing 
vengeance upon tlie whole family; but lie 
did not meet with one living soul, until he 
entered the garret, where lie found tlie land- 
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Jord and his wife in bed. This chickcn- 
hcarted couple, by the light of a rush candle 
that burned on the hearth, seeing a stranger 
hurst into the chamber in such a terrible at- 
titude, were seized with consternation ; and, 
exalting their voieps, in a most lamentable 
strain, begged, for the passion of Christ, that 
he would spare their lives, and take all they 
liad. 

Peregrine guessing, from this exclamation, 
and the circumstance of their beiiig a-bed, 
that they mistook him for a robber, and were 
ignorant of that which he wanted to know, 
dispelled their terror, by making them ac- 
quainted with tiie cause of his visit, and de- 
sired the liusband to get up with all possible 
dispatch, in order to assist and attend him in 
his search. 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every cor- 
ner of the inn, and, at last, dnding the hostler 
in the stable, was by him informed (to his un- 
!?peakable mortiiication), that the genUeman 
and lady who arrived in the chaise, had imme- 
diately hired post-iiorsos for a certain village 
at the distance of fifteen miles, and departed 
without halting for tho least refreshment. 
Our adventurer, mad with his disappointment, 
mounted his horse in an instant, and, with 
his attendant, took the same road, with full 
<letermination to die, rather than desist from 
the prosecution of his design. He had, by 
this time, rode upwards of thirty miles since 
three o’clock in the afternoon ; so that tlie 
horses were almost quite jaded? and travelled 
tliis stage so slowly, that it was morning 
before they reached the place of their desti- 
nation, where, far from finding the fugitives, 
he understood, that no such persons as he 
described had passed that way, and that, in all 
likelihood, they had taken a quite contraiy 
direction, while, in order to mislead him in 
his pursuit, they had amused the hostler urith 
a false route. This con jecture was strength- 
ened by his perceiving (now forthe first time) 
that he had deviated a considerable way from 
the road, through which they must have joUr- 
r.eyed, in order to arrive at the place of her 
mother’s residence ; and these suggestions 
utterly deprived him of the small remains of 
recollection which he had hitherto retained. 
Ilis eyes rolled about, witnessing rage and 
distraction ; he foamed at the mouth, stamp- 
ed upon the ground with great violence, ut- 
tered incoherent imprecations against liiin- 
self and all mankind, and would have sallied 
forth again, lie Shew not whither, upon the 
same horse, which he 4iud already almost 
killed with fatigue, had not his confidant 
found means to quiet the tumult of his 
thoughts, and re^’a! his reflexion, by re- 
pi-esenting the condition of the poor animals, 
and advising him to hire fresh horses, and 
ride post across the country, to the village in 
the neighbourhood of Mi-s Gauntlet’s habi- 
tation, where they should infallibly intercept 
the daughter, provided tiiey could get the 
start of nor upon the road. 


Peregrine not only relished, but forthwith 
acted in conformity with, this good counsel. 
His own horses were committed to the charge 
of the landlord, with directions for Pipes, in 
case he should come in quest of his master ; 
and a couple of stout geldings being prepar- 
ed, he and his valet took the road again, 
steering their course according to the mo- 
tions of the post-boy, who undertook to be 
their guide. They had almost finished tlie 
first stage, when they descried a post-cliaise 
just halting at the inn where they proposed 
to change norses ; upon which our adven 
turer, glowing with a most interesting pro 
sage, put his beast to the full speed, and ap 
proached near enough to distinguish (as the 
travellers quitted the carriage) that he had a 
last come up with the very individual persons 
whom he had pursued so long. 

Flushed with this discovery, he galloped 
into the yard so suddenly, tliat the lady ar:d 
her-copductor scarce had time to shut tlicm- 
sclves up in a chamber, to which they re- 
treated with great precipitation ; so that the 
pursuer was now certain of having hous?ed 
his prey. That he might, however, leave 
nothing^ to fortune, he placed himself upon 
the stair by which they had ascended to the 
apartment, and sent up his compliments to 
the young lady, desiring the favour of being 
admitted to her presence, otherwise he 
should be obliged to v»avc all ceremony, and 
take that liberty winch she would not give. 
The servant, having conveyed Jiis mestsage 
through the keyhole, returned with a:i 
answer, importing, that she would adlicrc to 
the resolution sdie had taken and perish 
rather than comply witli his will. Our ad- 
venturer, without staying to make any re- 
joinder to this reply, ran up stairs, amh 
thundering at the door for entrance, was 
given to understand by llie nymph’s attendan* , 
that §L blunderbuss was ready primed fur his 
reception, and that he would do well to spare 
him the necessity of shedding blood in de- 
fence of a person who had put herself uiidci 
his protection. “All the laws of the land,” 
(said he) “ cannot now untie the knots by 
which we are bound together, and tlierefore 
I will guard her as my own property: so that 
you had better desist from your fruitless at- 
tempt, and thereby consult your own .safety; 
for, by the God that made me ! I will dl's- 
charge tny piece upon you, as soon as you 
set your nose within the door — and your 
blood be upon your own liead.” These me- 
naces from a citizen’s clerk would have beeri 
sufficient motives for Pickle to storm tiic 
breach, although they had not been reinforced 
by that d#'claration, wliich informed him of 
Emilia’s having bestowed herself in marriage 
upon sucli a contemptible rival. This sole 
consideration added wings to his impetuosi- 
ty, and' he applied his foot to the door, with 
such irresistible force, as bursted it open in 
an instant, entering at the same time with a 
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pistol ready cocked in his hand. Hip anta- whenever he found himself able to hold the 
nist, instead of firinff his blunderbuss when pen, wrote a letter to Mrs Gauntlet, wherein 


-.e saw his approach, started back, \yith 
evident signs of surprise and consternation, 
exclaiming, “ Lord Jesus ! Sir, you are not 
the man ! and, without doubt, are under 
some mistake with regard to us.” 

Before PereOTine had time to answer this 
salutation, the lady, hearing it, advanced to 
him, and pulling off a mask, discovered a 
face which he had never seen before. The' 
Gorgon’s head, according to the fables of 
antiquity, never had a more instantaneous or 
petrifying effect, tJian that which this coun- 
tenance produced upon the astonished youth. 
His eyes were fixed upon this unknown ob- 
ject, as if they had been attracted by the 
power of enchantment, liis feet seemed, rivet- 
ted to the ground, and, after having stood 
motionless for the space of a few minutes, 
he dropped down in an apoplexy of disap- 
pointment and despair. The Swiss, who had* 
followed him, seeing his master in this con- 
dition, lifted him up, and laying him upon i. 
bed in the next room, let him blood imme- 
<liately, without hesitation, being always pro- 
vided with a case of lancets, against all acci- 
dents on the road. To this foresight our 
hero, in all probability, was indebted for his 
life. By virtue of a very copious evacuation, 
he recovered the use of his senses ; but the 
complication of fatigues and violent trans- 
ports which he had undergone, brewed up a 
dangerous fever in his blood ; and a physi- 
cian being called from the next market-town* 
several days elapsed before he would answer 
for his life. 


CHAPTER LXXIX. 

Pere/rfine sends a message to Mrs GamU* 
lei, who rejects his proposal’~^he repairs 
to the garrison, », 

At length, however, his constitution jOver*- 
came his disease, though not before it liad in 
a. great measure tamed the fury of his dispo- 
sition, and brought him to a serious conside- 
ration of his conduct. In this humiliation of 
his spirits, he reflected with sham and itj- 
morse upon his treachery to the wir, the in-' 
nocent Emilia; he remembered his former 
sentiments in lier favour, as well as .the in- 
junctions of his dying undo ; he recollected 
his intimacy with her brother,, against whiph 
ho had so basely sinned ; and, revolving all 
the circumstances of her conduct, found it so 
commendable, spirited, and noble, that he 
deemed her an object of sufficient dignity to 
merit his honourable addresses, even tliough 
his duty had not been cQiicorned in the deci^ 
si on ; but, obligated as ho was to make re- 
paration to a worthy family, which ho had 
so grossly injured, no thouglit he could .not 
manifest his reformation too soon; and, 

Id 


he acknowledged, with many expressions 
sorrow and contrition, Uiat he had acted a 
part altogether unbecoming a man of honour, 
and should never enjoy the least tranquillity 
of mind, until he should have merited her 
forgiveness. He protested, that although 
his happiness entirely depended upon the 
determination of Emilia, he would even re- 
nounce aU hope of being blessed with her 
favour,. if she^could point out any other me- 
thod Of making reparation to that amiable 
young lady, but by laying his heart and for- 
tune at her fpet, and submitting himself to 
her pleasure diuring the remaining part of his 
life. He conjured her, therefore, in the most 
pathetic manner, to pardon him, in conside- 
ration of his sincere repentance, and to use 
her maternal infiuenpe with her daughter, so 
as that he might bo permitted to wait upon 
her with a Wdding ring, as soon as his 
heol^^ would allow him to undertake the 
journey. 

This * explanation being dispatched by 
Pipes,, who had, by this lime, found his mas- 
ter, the young gentleman inquired about tlio 
couple whom he had so fortunately pursued, 
and understood from his valet-de-cliambre, 
who learned the story from their own 
mouths; that the lady was the only daughter 
of a rich Jew, and her attendant no other 
than his apprentice, who had converted her 
to Christianity, and married her at the same 
time ; that this secret having taken air, the 
old Israelite had contrived a scheme to sepa- 
rate them, for ever; ftnd th^% being apprised 
of his intention, had found means to elope 
from his house, with a view of sheltering 
theinselvcs^in Frar.cc, until the affair could 
he made up; that, seeing three men ride 
after thciU with such eagerness and speed, 
they ncv6r doubted that the pursuers were 
her fatlier, and some friends or domestics, 
and on that supposition had fled with the ut- 
most dispatch and trepidation, until they had 
found thdmselves happily undeceived, at that 
very instant when they expected nothing but 
mischief and misfortune. Lastly, the Swiss 
gave him to understand, that, aflcr liaving 
professed some concern for his deplorable 
situation, and enjoyed a slight refreshment, 
they had taken their departure for Dover, 
and, in all likelihood, were safely arrived at 
Paris, 

In four-and-twehty hours after Pipes wa.s 
charged with his commission, he brought 
back an answer from the mother of Emilia, 
couched in these words; — 

“ •• Sir, I received the favour of yours, and 
am clad, for yotir own sake, that you have 
attained a due sense and conviction of your 
unkind and unchristian lieliaviour to poor 
Emy. I thank God, none of my children 
were ever so insulted before. Give me leave 
to tell you, Sir, my daughter was no upstart, 
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without friends or education, but ti younj^ that her reputation might not suffer by a pre- 
lady, as well bred, and better bom, than most cipitate engagement. His next care was to 
private gentlewomen in the kin^om ; and. give orders for erecting a plain marble menu- 
therefore, though you had no esteem for hei ment to the mcmoiy of his uncle, on which 
person, you ought to have pdd somoregan the following inscription, composed by the 
to her family, which (no disparagement U bridegroom, actually appeared in golden lot- 
you. Sir,) is more honodrable than your own ters. 

As for your proposal, Miss Gauhtlet v^ill nof Here lies, 

hear of it, being that she thinks her honoui Foundered in a fathom and half, 

will not aUow her to listen to any terms of The shell ■ 

reconciliation ; and she is not yet so desti- Of > 

tutc, as to embmee an offer to^which she has HAWSER TRUNNION, Esq. 

the least objection. In the ihean time, shr Formerly commander of a squadron 

is so much indisposed, that she cannot pos< * In his majesty’s service ; 

sibly see company; so I beg jou will hoi Who broach’d to, at five P.M, Oct. x. 

take tlie trouble of making a miiUess journey In the year of his age ‘ 

to this place. Perhaps your fiiture conduct Threescore and nineteen. 

may deserve her forgiveness ; and really, as He kept his guns always loaded, 

I am concerned for your happiness (wMch v And his tackle ready mann’d, 
you assure me depends upon her condescen- And never showed his poop to the enemy, 

, sion), I wish with all my heart it may ; and Except when he took her in tow ; 
am (notwithstanding all that has happened) But, 

“ Your sincere well-wisher, His shot being expended, 

« CsoiLiA Gauntlet.” His match burnt out, 

From this epistle, and the information of And his upper works decayed, 

his messenger, our hero learned, that his He was sunk 

mistress had actually profited by his wild- By death’s superior weight of metal, 
goose chose, s<5 ‘as to make a safe retreat to ^ Nevertheless, 

her mother’s house. Though sotty to hear He will be weighed again 

of her indisposition, he was also “piqued at At the Great Day, 

her implacability, as well as at some stately His rigging refitted, 

paragraphs of the letter, in which ' (he And his timbers repaired, 

thought) the good lady had jcohsiilted her And with one broadside, 

own vanity, rather than her cood sense. Make hie adversary 

These motives of resentment helped him to Strike in his turn, 

bear bis disappointment like a philosopher, 
especially as he had nfiw quieted his con- 
science, in proffering to redress the injury he ^ CHAPTER LXXX. 

had done: and, moreover, found himsnlf,^ 

with rcCTrd to his love, in a cqjm state of He returns to London, and ineets with CmZ- 
jiopc and resignation. ' v)alladert who entertains him with many 

A seasonable fit of illness is an. excellent curious particulars^-^Crubtree sounds the 
medicine for the turbulence of passion. Such duishesSf and undeceives Pickle, who, by 
a reformation had the fever produced in the an extraordinary accident, becomes ac- 
economy of his thoughts, that he moralized quainted with another lady of quality. 
like an apostle, and projected 'Several pru- 
dential schemes for his fufore cohducti , The voimg gentleman having performed 
In the mean time, as sdon as his bealtb .heae lost offices in honour of his deceased 
was sufficiently re->established, he took k* trip benefector, and presented MrJolter to the 
to the garrison, in order to visit his friends ; ong-expected living, which at this time hap- 
and learned from Hatebww’s own mouth, .sened to be vacant, returned to London and 
that he had broke the ice of courtship to his resumed hie former gaiety — not that he was 
aunt, and that his addresses we^e now fiiirly able to ahako Emilia from his thought, or 
afmt ; though, when he first declared him- ?ven to iemember her without violent emo- 
seif lo the widow, after she had been duly ions; for, as he recovered his vigour, his 
preimrcd for tto occasion, by her niece and brmer impatience recurred; and, therefore, 
the rest of L.f friends, she had received his fie resolved to plunge himself headlong into 
proposal with a becoming reserve, arid pi, loirio intrigue, that might engage his passions 

S wept at the remembmnee of her hus- nd amuse his imagination. 

, should never meet , A man of his accomplishments could not 

with AM fellow. Ml to meet with a variety of subjects on 

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant’s suit! vhich bis gallantry would have been properly 
with all hiS' influence ; and all Mrs Tran- ' exercised ; and this abundance distracted his 
nion’s objections to the match being sur- :hoice, which at any time was apt to be in- 
mounted, it was determined, that the day of 'uenoed by caprice and whim. I have al- 
marriage should be put off for three months, eady observed, that ho had lifted his view. 
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through a matrimonial perspective, as high 
as a lady of the first quality and distinction ; 
and, now that he was refused by Miss Gaunt-> 
let, and enjoyed a little respite from the ago- 
nies of that name which her charms had kin- 
dled in his heart, he renewed his assiduities 
to her grace. Though he durst not yet risk 
an explanation, he enjoyed the pleasure of 
seeing himself so well received in quality of 
a particular acquaintance, that he flattered 
himself with the belief of his having made 
some progress in her heatt ; and was con- 
firmed in this conceited ' notion .hy. the assu- 
rances of .her woman, whom, by liberal lat- 
gesses, he retained in his interest, because 
she found means to peisuade him that she 
was in the confidence of her lady/ But, 
notwithstanding this encouragement, and the 
sanguine suggestions of his own vanity, he 
dreaded the thoughts of exposing himself to 
her ridicule and resentment by a premature 
declaration, and determined to postpone his 
addresses, until he should be more certified 
of the probability of succeeding in his at- 
tempt. 

While he remained in this hesitation and 
suspense, he was one morning very agreeably 
surprised with the appearance of ms friend 
Crabtree, who, by the permission of Pipes, 
to whom he was well known, entered his 
chamber before he was awake, and, by a 
violent shake of the shoulder, disengaged nim 
from the arms of sleep. The nret com- 
pliments having mutually passed, Cadwalla- 
der gave him to understand, that he had ar- 
rived in. town over night in the stage-coadh 
from Bath, and entertained him with such t 
ludicrous account of his fellow-travellers, 
that Peregrine, for the first time since their 
parting, indulged himself in mirth, even to 
the hazard of sufibcation. 

Crabtree, having rehearsed these ii^veu- 
tiires, in such a peculiarity of manner oji, ad- 
ded infinite ridicule to every circumstance, 
and repeated every scandalous report ^which , 
had circulated at Bath, after Per^prmo’s de-> 
narture, was informed by the youthf that he 
harboured a design upon the person of such 
a , duchess, and in all appearance, had no 
reason to complain of his teception ; but that 
ho would not venture to declare himself, un- 
til he should be more ascertained of her sen- 
timents; and therefore he begged leave to 
depend upon the intelligence of his friend 
Cadwallader, who, lie knew, wai^ admitt^ 
to her partis. 

The misanthrope, before he would promise 
his assistance, asked if bis prospect verged 
towards matrimony; and our adventurer 
(wiio guessed the meaning of his question) 

' relying in the negative, he undertook the 
office of reconnoitring her inclination, pro- 
testing at the same time, that he would 
never concern himself ijn any scheme that did 
not tend to the disgrace and deception of all 
the sck. On these conditions he espoused 
2 B 


the interest of our hero ; and a plan was im- 
mediately concerted, in consequence of which 
they met by accident at her grace's table. 
Pickle having staid all the forepart of the 
evening, and sat out all the companv, except 
the misanthrope and a ^certain \yidow lady, 
who was said to be in the secrets of my lady 
duchess, went away on pretence of an in- 
dispensable engagement, that Urabtree might 
have a proper opportunity of making him tlie 
subject of conversation* 

Acco^ingly, he had scarce quitted the 
apartment, when this cynic, attending him to 
the door with a look of morose disdain, 
“ Were I an absolute prince,” said he, “ and 
that fellow one of my subjects, I would order 
him to be clothed in sackcloth, and he should 
drive my asses to water^ that his lofty spirit 
in%ht be lowered to the level of his deserts. 
The, pride of a peacock is dowmiight self- 
denial, when compared with tlie vanity of 
that coxcomb, which was naturally arrogant, 
but is now rendered altogether intolerable, 
by the reputation he acquired at Bath, for 
kicking a bully, outwitting a club of raw 
sharpers, and divers other pranks, in the exe- 
cution of which he was more lucky than 
wise. But nothing has contributed so much 
to the increase of his insolence and sclf- 
oonceit, as tlie favour he found among the 
ladies. Ay, the ladies, madam, 1 care not 
who knows it — ^the ladies, who (to their 
honour be it spoken) never fail to patronize 
foppiexy and fimy, provided they solicit their 
encouragemmt And yet this dog was not 
on the footing of those herinaphroditical 
animals, who may bf reckoned among the 
number of waiting women, who air your 
shifts, comb^ your lap-dogs, ' examine your 
noses with magnifying glasses, in order t(> 
squeeze out the worms, .clean your teeth- 
brushes, sweeten your handkerchiefs, and 
soften waste paper mr your occasions. This 
fellow Pickle was entertiined for more im- 
portwt purposes ; his turn of duty never 
came , till all those lapwings were gone to 
roost ; then he scaled windows, leaped over 
garden walls, and was let in by Mrs Betty in 
the dork. Nay, the magistrates of Bath 
complii^ented nim with the freedom of the 
corporatieh, merely , because, through )iis 
moans, the watem ned gained extraordinary 
credit; for every fomSle of a tolerable ap- 
earance, that went thither on account of 
er sterility, got the better of her complaint 
during. her residence Bt Bath: and now the 
foUow:.tbm|m no woman can withstand his 
addresses. He had not been here three mi- 
nutes, .when 1 cpuld perceive, with half an 
^e, that he had marked out your grace for 
a conquest—*! mean in an honourable way; 
though the rascal has impudence enough to 
attempt any thing.” So saying, he fixed his 
eyes upon the duchess, who (while her face 
glowed with indignation), turning to her con- 
ndant, expressed herself in these words ; — 



210 SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


“ Upon my life ! I believe there is actually 
some truth in what this old ruffian sa^s ; 1 
have myself observed that young fellow: 
eyeing me with a very particular stare.” “ It 
is not to be at all -wondered at,” said her 
friend, “that a youth of his complexion 
should be sensible "to the charms of your 
grace ! but I dare say he would not presume 
to entertain any but the most honourable and 
respectful sentiments.” “ Respectful sen- 
timents!” cried my lady, with a look of in- 
effable disdain, “ If I thought the fellow had 
assurance enough to think of me in any 
shape, I protest I would forbid him my house. 
Upon my honour, such instances of audacity 
should induce persons of quality to keep your 
small gentry at a greater distance ; for they 
arc vary apt to grow impudent, upon the 
least countenance or encoura^ment.” 

Cadwallader, satisfied with this declaration, 
changed the subject of discourse, and next 
day communicated his discovery to his friend 
Pickle, who upon this occasion felt the most 
stinging sensations of mortified pride, and 
resolved to quit his prospect with. a good 
grace. Nor did the execution of this self- 
denying scheme cost him one moment’s un- 
easiness ; for his heart had never been inter- 
ested in the pursuit, and his vanity triumph- 
ed in the thoughts of manifesting liis indif- 
ference. Accordingly, the very next time he 
visited her grace, his behaviour was re- 
markably frank, spriglitly, and diseng^d; 
and the subject of love bcingbartfUlly intro- 
duced by the widoMr, who had been airected 
to sound his inclinations, he rallied the pas- 
sion with great ease and severity, and made 
no scruple of dcclaring^iimself heart-whole. 

Though the duchess had resented his sup- 
posed ancction, she was now offended at his 
insensibility, and even signified her disgust, 
by observing, that perhaps his attention to 
his own qualifications screened him from the 
impression of all other objects. 

\Vhilc he enjoyed this sarcasm, the mean- 
ing of which lie could plainly discern, the 
company was joined by a certain virtuoso, 
who liad gained free access to all the great 
families of the land, by his notable talent of 
gossiping and buffoonery. He was now in 
the sevciity.fiflh year of his age ; his birth 
was so obscure, that he scarce knew hid fa- 
ther’s name; his education suitable to the 
dignity of his descent ; his character publicly 
branded with homicide, profligacy, and breach 
of trust; yet this man, by the happy in- 
heritance ‘■‘f impregnable effrontery, and a 
lucky prosiitution of^li-principle in rendering 
liimself subservient to the appetites of the 
great, had attained to an independency of 
fortun e as welhas to such a particular share 
of favour among the quality, tliat, although 
he was well known to liavo pimped for three 
generations of the nobility, there was not a 
lady of fashion in the kingdom who scrupled 
to admit him to her touette, or even to be 


squired by him in ‘any place of public enter- 
tainment. Not but that tliis sage was oc- 
casionally useful to his fellow-creatures, by 
these connexions with people of fortune ; for 
he often undertook to solicit charity in belialf 
of distressed objects, with a view of em- 
iczzling.one half of the benefactions. It 
was an errand of this kind that now brought 
him to the house of her grace. 

After having sat a few minutes, he told 
the company that he would favour them with 
a very proper opportunity to extend their 
benevolence, for the relief of a poor gentle- 
woman, who was reduced to the most abject 
misery by the death of her husband, and just 
delivered of a couple of fine boys. They, 
moreover, understood from his information, 
that this object was the daughter of a goo(l 
family, who had renounced her in conse- 
quence of her marrying an ensign without a 
fortune, and even obstructed his promotion 
with all their influence and power ; a circum- 
stance of barbarity which had made such an 
impression upon his mind, as disordered his 
brain, and drove him to despair, in a fit of 
which he had made away with himself, 
leaving his wife, then big with child, to all 
the horrors of indigence and grief. 

Various wore the criticisms on this pathetic 
picture, which the old man drew with great 
expression. My lady duchess concluded, 
that she must be a creature void of all feeling 
and reficction, who could survive such ag- 
gravated misery ; thercibre, did not deserve 
to be relieved, except in the character of a 
common beggar ; and was generous enough 
to offer a recommendation, by which she 
would be admitted into an infirmary, to which 
her grace was a subscriber ; at the same time 
advising the solicitor to send the twins to the 
Foundling-hospital, where tliey would be 
carefully nursed and brought up, so as to be- 
come useful members to the commonwealth. 
Anoftier lady, with all due deference to the 
opinion of the duchess, was free enough to 
blame the generosity of her grace, wliicli 
would only serve to encourage children in 
disobedience to their parents, and might .be 
the, means hot only of prolonging the distress 
of the' wretched creature, but also of ruining 
the constitution of some young heir, perhaps 
the hope of a great family ! for she did sup- 
pose that .madam, when her month should be 
up, and her brats disposed of, would spread 
her attractions to the public (provided 
she cohM profit by her person), and. in the 
usual way, make a regular progress from St 
James’s to Drurylaiie. She apprehended, for 
these reasons, that their compassion would 
be most effectually shown in leaving her to 
perish in her present necessity; and that 
the old gentleman would be unpardonable, 
should he persist in his endeavours to relieve 
her. A tliird member of this tender-hearted 
society, after having asked if the young wo- 
man was handsome and being answered in 
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the ne^tive, allowed that there was a gfreat 
deal of reason in what had been said by the 
honourable person who had spoke last ; nev'- 
ertheless, she humbly conceived her sentence 
would admit of some mitigation. **Let the 
bantiings,” said she, ** be sent to the hospital, 
according to the advice of her grace, and a 
small collection be made for the present sup- 
port of the mother ; . and, when her health is 
recovered, I will take her into my fhinily, in 
quality of an upper servant, or. medium be- 
tween me and my woman ; . for, u^on my life! 
I can’t endure to chide or give directions to 
a creature, who is, in point of birth and edu- 
cation, but one degree above the vulgar,” 

This proposal met with universal appro-^ 
bation. The duchess (to her immortal ho- 
nour) began the contribution ^ith a crown ;> 
so that the rest of the company were^obliged 
to restrict their liberality to naif the sum, 
that her grace might not be affronted ; and 
the proposer demanding the. poor woman’s 
name and place of abode, the old mediator 
could not help giving her ladyship a verbal‘ 
direction, though he was extremely mortified 
(on more accounts than one) to find such an 
issue to his solicitation. 

Peregrine, who, << though humorous as 
winter, had a tear for pity, and a hand open 
as day for melting charity,” was shocked at 
the nature and result of this ungenerous con- 
sultation. He contributed his half>crown, 
however; and, retiring from the company, 
betook himself to the lodgings of the forlorn 
lady in the straw, according to the direction 
he had heard. Upon inquiry, he understood 
that sho was then visited by some charit^le 
gentlewoman, who had sent for a nurse, and 
waited the return of the messenger ; and he 
sent up his respects, desiring he might be 
permitted to see her, on pretence of having 
been intimate with her late husband. 

Though the poor woman had never {^eard 
of his name, she did not think proper to deny 
Jus request; and he was conducted to a 
paltry chamber in the tl^rd story, where he 
found this unhappy widow sitting upon a 
truckle-bed, and suckling one of her infants, 
with the most piteous expression of anguish 
in her features, which were naturally regular 
and sweet, while the other was fondled on 
the knee of a person, whose attention was ao 
much engrossed by her little charge, that for 
the present she could nSind nothing else: 
and it was not till after the first compliments 
passed betwixt the hapless mother and ;ojif 
adventurer, that he perceived the stranger’e 
countenance, which inspired him with the 
highest esteem and admiration. He beheld 
all the graces of elegance and beauty, breath- 
ing sentiment and benollcence, and softened 
into the most enchanting tenderness of 
weeping sympathy. When he declared the 
cause of his visit, which was .no other than 
the desire of befriending the distressed lady, 
to whom he presented a bank-note for twenty 


pounds, he was favoured with such a look of 
complacency by this amiable phantom, who 
might have been justly taken for an angel 
ministering to the necessities of mortals, 
that his whole soul was transported with love 
and veneration. Nor was this prepossession 
diminished by the information of the widow, 
who, afthr having manifested her gratitude 
in a flood of tean, told him, that the un- 
known object of his esteem was a person of 
honour, who^L having heard by accident of 
hpr deplorable situation, had immediately 
obeyed the dictates of her humanity, and 
come in person to relieve her distress ; that 
she had , not only generously supplied her 
with money ibr present sustenance, but also 
undertaken to provide a nurse for her babes, 
and even promised to favour her with pro- 
taction, should she. survive her present me- 
lancholy situation. To these articles of in- 
telligence she added, that the name of her 

benefkctrera was the celebrated Lady , 

to!: whose character tlie youth was no stranger, 
though he had never seen her person before. 
The killing edge of her charms was a little 
blunted by the accidents of time and fortune; 
but tio man of taste and imagination, whose 
nerves were not quite chilled with the frost 
of a^, could, even at that time, look upon 
her with Impunity. And as Peregrine saw 
her c^iuctions heightened by the tender of- 
flce in' which she was engaged, he was 
smitten with her beauty, and so ravished 
with her compassion, that he could not sup- 
press his emotions, but appfauded her bene- 
volence with all the warmth of enthusiasm. 

Her ladyship received his compliments 
with great politeness andaflability. And the 
occasion on .which they met being equally 
interesting to both, an acquaintance com- 
menced tetween them, and they concerted 
metres for the benefit of the widow and 
her two children, one of whom our hero be- 
spoke for his own godson ; for Pickle was 
not so obscure in the beau monde, but that 
his fkme had reached the ears of this lady, 
who, therefore, did not discourage his ad- 
vances towards her friendship and esteem. 

All the pa!rticulars relating to their charge 
beings adjueted, he attended her ladyship to 
her Own house ; and, by her conversation, 
had the> pleasure of finding her understanding 
suite^le to her othei? accomplishments. Nor 
had ^e ahy ret^sqn to think that our hero’s 
qualifications hwl been exaggerated by com- 
mon report. V ' 

' Olie of Uieir adopted children died before 
it '^as baptized; so that their care con- 
centered in the other, for whom they stood 
sponsors. Understanding that the old agent 
was become troublesome in his visits to the 
mother, to whom he now began to administer 
such counsel as shocked the delicacy of het 
virtue, they removed her into another lodging, 
where she would not be exposed to his ma- 
«chinations. In less than a month, our hero 
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learned from a nobleman of his acquaintance, 
that the hoary pander had actually engaged 
to procure for him this poor afflicted gentle- 
woman ; and being frustrated in his intention, 
substituted in her room a nymph from the 
purlieus of CoveuUgarden, that made his 
Jordsliip smart severely for the favours she 
bestowed. ^ 

Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his' new 
acquaintance with all his art and assiduity^, 
presuming, from the circumstances of her re- 
putation and fate, as well as on the strength 
of his own merit, that, in time; he should oe 
able to indulge that passion wliibh hiui begun 
to glow within his breast. 

As her ladyship had undergone a vast va- 
riety of fortune and adventure, which he had 
heard indistinctly related, with ntunberlcss 
errors and misrepresentations, be was no 
sooner entitled, by the familiarity of com- 
munication, to ask such a favour, than he 
earnestly entreated her to entertain hirn with 
the particulars of her story; and by dint of 
importunity, she was at length prevailed 
upon (in a selcct party) to gratify his curios 
ity, by the account given in the following 
chapter. 


CHAPTER LXXXI. 

The Memoirs of a Lady of Quality^' 

By the circumstances of the- story which 
1 am going to itlate, you will be convinced 
of my candour, while you are ,^i)|l(i^ed of 
my indiscretion: you wdl bo ehwli^/Shdpe, 
to perceive, that, howsoever 
have erred, my heart hath d\Vay» been un- 
corrupted, and that 1 have been Unhappy, 
because I loved, and was a woman. 

I believe 1 need not observe,^! I was the 
only child of a man of good fortune, in- 
dulged me, ill my infancy, with 
derness of paternal aifeqti0n;^«d^^1^n 1 
was six years old, sent nm ito 
school, where I staid till my age waslioubted,' 
and became such a fhvouritc, that t was feven 
in those early days) carried, to all the 
of public diveriiion, the court itself not eir 
cepted ; an indulgence that dattCTed my I6y(^ 
of pleasure, to wliich I, wad naturally, addict-' 
ed, and cncDiiiraged tliose ideas of vanity and 
ambition, which spring iip so early in the hu- 
man mind. 

I was lively and good natured, my imagi- 
nation apt to r’^'/not, my hc.irt liberal and 
disinterested, tnovigh I vas so obstinately^ 
attached to my own opinions, that t c^d 
not well brook contradiction; and, in^e 
whole of 1 .:;^ disposition, rc.<«oml)led tH^pf 
Henry V 4 :,a$ described by Bbakspearc. 

Li my thfkeentli year I went to Bath, where 
t was (irst iiytrdduced into the world as a 
woman, havingf been entitled to that privi- 
lego by my person, which was rcmarlcably 


tall for my years ; and there my fancy was 
quite captivated by the variety of diversions 
in which I was continually eiiga^d: not that 
the parties were altogether new to me, but 
because I now found myself considered as a 
person of consequence, and surrounded by u 
crowd of admirers, who courted my acquaint- 
ance, and fed my vanity witli praise and 
adulation. In short, whether or not I de- 
ser\'cd their encomiums, I leave the world to 
judge; but my person was co;nmended, and 
my talent iii dancing met with universal 
applause. No wonder, then, that every thing 
appeared joyous to a young creature, who 
waS'S^void of experience and dissimulation, 
that she.belleted every Isedy’s heart as sincere 
as hev own, and every object sucli as it ap- 
peared to be. 

Among the swains who sighed, or pre- 
tended to sigh, for me, were two that bore a 
pretty equal share of my favonr (it was too 
superficial to deserve the name of love). 
One of these was a forward youth of sixteen, 
extremely handsome, lively and impudent: 
he attended inequality of a page upon the 
Princess Amelia, who spent that season at 
Bath* The otlier was a Scots nobleman 
turned of thirty, who was graced with a red 
ribbon, and danced particularly well, two 
qualifications of great weight with a girl of 
my age, whose heart was not deeply inter- 
ested in the cause. Nevertheless, the page 
prevailed over this. forinidablo rival; though 
our amour went no farther than a little flirt- 
ing, and ceased entirely when 1 left the 
place. 

Next year, however, 1 revisited this agree- 
able scene, and jlfassed my time in the same 
circle of amusements ; in which, indeed, each 
season at is exactly resembled by tliat 
which success, allowing for the difference of 
company, whidi is continually varying 
There I met with the same incense, and 
my favourite, who was a North 
Briton, and captain of foot, near forty years 
of age, and a little lame, an impediment which 
I did ftot discover, until it was pointed out 
by some of my companions, who rallied 
mcT upon my choice; He was always cheer- 
ful,, and very amorous, had a good* coimte- 
n^e, and an excellent understanding, pos- 
sdiced a ^eat deal of art, and would have 
persuadda me to marry him, had I not been 
restfami|d by the authority of my father, 
whosO'jboh^ent was not to be obtained in fa- 
vour, man of his fortune. 

At thq same time many proposals of mar- 
riage were made to my parents ; but as they 
cartie from people whom I did not like, I re- 
jected them all, being determined to refuse 
every man who did not make his addresses 
to mysplf in person, because I had no notion 
of marrying for any thing but love. 

Among %ese formal proposers was a Scot- 
tish eari, whose pretensions were broke off 
by some difference about settlements ; and 
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the son of an English baron, with whom ihy saw him again. At length, however, being 
father was in treaty, when he carried me to at court on a ball-night, and determined 
town on a visit to a young Uwfy, with whom against dancing, I perceived him among the 
I had been intimate Irom my infancy. She crowd, and, to my unspeakable joy, saw him 
was just delivered of her first son, for whom advance with my Lord P— t, who intro- 
wc stood sponsors : so that this occasion de- duced .him to my acquaintance. He soon 
tained us a whole month, during which 1 d>und means to alter my resolution, and I 
went to a ball at court, on the queen*s birth- condescended to be his partner all the even- 
day, and there, for the firi^ time, felt what ing; during which he declared his passion in 
love and beauty were. the most tender aiid persuasive terms that 

The second son of duke H— who had real love could dictate, or fruitihl imagination 
just returned from his travels, was dancing invent. 

with the princess royal, when a young lady I tefieved his. protestations, because I 
came and desired me to go and see a etran- wish^ them truey 'ahft was an inexperienced 
ger whom all the world admired: upon which girl of fifteen. I complied with his earnest 
I followed her into the circle, and observed request of being permitted to visit me, and 
this object of admiration. He was dressed, in even invited him to bretfckfiist nexi morning ; 
a coat of white cloth, faced with blue;; satin, .ab: that you m8>y imagine (1 speak to those 
embroidered with silver, of tjie Ijifel; fed) I did not, tliat night, enjoy much 

with his waistcoat; his fine hair^ ji'lfme. Such was the hurry and. flutter of 

his back in ringlets below his waisti^^ia\i^af spirits, that 1 rose at six to receive him 
was laced with silver, and garniabed w'lBr# ten. I dressed myself in a new pink satin 
white feather; but his person beg^red^^W^ >Wn and ‘my best laced ilig[ht clothes, and 
doscription. He was tall and graceful, lieii' Kas so animated by the occasion, that if ever 
ther corpulent nor meagre, his limbs finely I deserved a complimetit upon iny looks, it 
proportioned, bis countenance open and ma- Was, my due. at this meeting, 
jestic, his eyes full of fevvoetn'ees and vivacity,* ']^e wished-for moment came that brought 

ins teeth regular, and his pouting lips of the my lovjpr to my view : I was overwhelmed 
complexion of the damask rose, ‘in short, with joy, modesty, and fear of I knew not 
he was formed for love, and inspired ^t wliere-^ whilt.^ We sat down to breakftst, but did' 
ever ho appeared, nor was he a niggard of hi^ not cat. lie, renewed liis addresses vvitli ir- 
talents, but liberally returned it; atledst what resistible eloquence, and pressed me to ac- 
passed for such: for he hkd a flow of gal- cept qf his hand without farther hesitation ; 
lantry, fbr wiiich many ladies of this land but to such a precipitate step I objected, as a 
can vouch, from their own experience ; but measure repi^iant to decency, as well as to 
he exclaimed against marria^, because he that dulywhiSi 1 owed to myfether, whom I 
had, as yet, met with no woman to whose tenderly loved., ^ 
charms he would surrender his liberty, thoiigh Though I withstood this premature pro- 
a princess of France, and lady of the same posal, 1. did not attempt to disguise the si- 

rank in * , wet&said to be, at that time;, tuation of my thoughts ; and thns commenced 

enamoured of his person. v.’. a tender 'correspondence, which was main- 

1 went home, totally engrossed by his Id^i taihed by letter.^, while I remained in the 
flattering myself, that’ he had observej^, me country, atid carried on (wlien I was in town) 
with some attention; fbr I was young and byi}rivateinterviews,twiceor thrice a- week, 
new, and had the good fortune to Attract the at the house of my milliner, where such en- 
notice and approbation of the^queen herself, dearments passed as refined and happy lovers 
Next day, being at the opera/twVje.aTOea. know, and others can. only guess. Truth 
bly surprised with the appe^|nq^^ of this and innocence prevailed on iny side, while 
amiable stranger, who no sooqb't eaw. me liisheart was fraught witli sincerity and love - 
enter, than he approached so near to the Such frequent intercourse created an inti- 
placc where I sat, that 1 overheara what he macy which I began to think dangerous, and 
said to his companions ; and was so happy therefbre yielded to ids repeated desire that 
as to find myself the object of bis discourse, we might be united for ever ; nay, I resolved 
which abounded with rapturous ejcpressions to avoid him, until tlie day should be fixed, 
of love and admiration. and very‘ innocently^ .though not very wisely, 

I could not listen to these transports with- told him my reason for this determination, 
out emotion ; my colour changed, my heart which was no other than a consciousness of 
tlirobbed with unusal violence, and, iny eyes my incapacity to .refuse liim any thing 
betrayed my inclination in sundry favourable shonM demand as a testimony of my love, 
glances, which he seCmcd to interpret aright, The time was accordingly appointed, at inc 
though he could not then avail himself of distance of a few days, during which I in- 
his success, so far as to communicate his tended to have implored my father’s consent, 
sentiments by speech, because wc were though I had but faint hopes of obtaining it; 
strangers to each other. but he was by some means or other apprised 

I passed that night in the most anxious of our design, before I could prevail upon 
suspense, and several days elapsed before 1 myself fo make him acquainted with our pur- 
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pose. I Jmd danced with my lover at the The melancholy condition in v^hich I pre- 
ridotto on the preceding evenii^, jand there ferred this supplication* melted the tender 
perhaps our eyes betrayed us. Cfertain it is* heart of ray parent, who yielded to my sup- 
several of Lord W — m’s relations* who dis- plications* and canied me hack to town for 
approved of the match* came up and rallied that purpose. 

him on his passion;. Lord S — --k^ m parti- Lord W— m* who had watched our mo. 
cuiar, used this remarkahle expression, — tions, and arrived at his own lodg^gs before 
“nephew, as much love as you please; but we arrived at my father’s house, obeyed my 
no matrimony.” summons on the instant, and appeared before 

Next day, Uie priest being prepared, and me like an angel. Our faculties were for 
the bridegroom waiting for &t the ap- some minutes suspended by a conflict of 
pointed ^ace, in aU the transports of im- grief and joy. *At length I recovered the use 
patient expectation* I was, without any pre* of speech, and gave hun to upderatand, that 
vious warning, carried into the country by I was come, to town in order to take my 
iny father, whq took no notice of the iptef- leave of him, by the permission of my father, 
lienee he had received, but decoyW me into whom I had promised to attend into the 
the coach on pretence of taking the air; and country next day, before he would consent 
when we had proceeded os far as Turiiham- to my return ; the chief cause and pretence 
green, gave me to understand that ho would of which was my earnest desire to connnee 
dine in that place. him, that I was not to blame for the dls- 

There was no remedy/ 1 was Obliged to appointment he had suffered, and that I 
bear my disappointment, though with an should see him again in a month, when the 
aching heart, and followed him up stairs into nuptial knot should be tied in spite of all op- 
en apartment, where he told me he was mi- position. 

nutely informed of my matrimonial scheme. My lover, who was better acquainted with 
I did not attempt to disguise the‘ truth, but the world, had well nigh run distracted with 
assured him, while the tears gushed from my this information. He swore he would not 
eyes, that rny want of co.urage albqe had leave me, until I should promise to meet and 
liindered me from making him privy to my marry him next day; or, if ! refused to grant 
passion ; though I owned, I shovdd have mar- that request, he would immediately leave the 
ried Lord W — m, even though he had dis- kingdom, to which he would never more re- 
approved of my choice. I reminded him of turn; and, before his departure, sacrifice Lord 

the uneasy life I led at home, and frankly H— ■ — , son to the duke of S. A , 

acknowledged that I loved nij admirer too who was the only person upon earth who 
w^ell to live without him ; though, if he would could have betrayed us to my fother, because 
favour mo with his consent, I would defer he alone was trusted the secret of our 
iny intention, and punctually observe, any intended marriage, and had actually uiidcr- 
day he would fix for our nuptials. Mean- taken to give me away ; an office which he 
while I begged he would permit me to. send afterwards declined. Lord W — m also af- 
.a message to Lord W — m, who was waiting finned, that my father decoyed me into the 
in expectation of my coming, end . might country, with a view of cooping me up, and 
(without such notice) imagine I was pldyii^ sequestering me entirely from his view and 
the jilt. He granted this last request; in correspondence. 

consequence of which I sent a letter to my In vain ' I pleaded my father’s w'ell-known 
lover, who, when he received it, had almost tenderness, and used all the arguments I 
fainted away, believing I should be locked up could recollect to divert him from his revenge 
in the country, and snatched for ever ftom upon Iiord H — . He was deaf to all my re- 
ins arms. Tortured with these apmeheUr^ presentations, and nothihg, 1 found, would 
sions, he changed clothes iinmediatefy, and*T prevail upon him to suppress his resentment, 
taking horse, resolved to follow me whither- but a positive promise to comply with bis 
soever wo should go. ^ former desire. I told him I would hazard 

After dinner, we proceeded as far as Brent- eyery thing to make him happy ; but could 
ford, where wc lay, intending to be at my not with any regard to my duty, take such a 
father's country-house next night ; and my step without the knowledge of my parent ; 
admirer, putting up at the some* inn, nractis- or, if J were so inclined, it would be ini- 
ed every expedient Ills invention could sug- jiractlcable to elude his vigilance and sus- 
gest to procure ..a mterview; but all his en- picion.’ However, hq employed such pathetic 
deaVours were ungra<sc\»s?^fiii, because 1, who remonstrances, and retained such a powerful 
little dreamed of his being so near, had gone advocate within my own breast, that, before 
to bed iipoT our first arrival, overwhelmed we parted, I assured him, my whole power 
with affliction .Md tears. should be exerted for his satisfaction ; and 

Tn the morning I threw myself at my fa- he signified his resolution of sitting up all 
ther’s feet, and ciQwjured him, by all the ties night, in expectation of seeing me at liis 
of paternal affocjfon, to indulge me with an lodgings. 

opportunity of seeing iny admirer once more, He liad fto sooner retired, than I went 
before I should be conveyed from his wishes, into the next room, and desired my father to 
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fix a day for the marriage ; in which casoi 
I would cheerfully wait upon him into the 
country ; whereas, should he deny my re- 
quest, on {>rctenc.e of staying for ,the consent 
of my mother’s, relations, which was very 
uncertain, £ would seize the first opportunity 
of marrying Lord W — ^m, cost what it would, 
lie consented to the match, but would not 
appoint a day for the ceremony, which he 
proposed to defer until all parties should be 
agreed ; and such a &vourable crisis I feared 
would never happen. 

I therefore resolved within myself to gra- 
tify my lover’s expectation, by eloping, if 
possible, that very night; though the^exe^ 
cutibn of this plan was extremely difficult, 
because my father was upc^ the alarm, and 
' my own maid, who was my bedfellow, alto- 
gether in his interest. Notwithstanding these , 
considerations, I found means to engage one 
of the house-maids in my behalf, who be- 
spoke a hackney-coach, to be kept , in wait- 
ing all night ; and to bed I went with my 
Abigail, whom (as I had not closed an eye) 

1 waked about five in the morning, and sent 
to pack up some things for our intended 
journey. 

While she was thus employed, I got up, 
and liuddled on ray clothes, standing upon 
my pillow, lest my father, who lay in the 
chamber below, should hear « me afoot, and 
suspect my design. a 

Having dressed myself with great despatch 
and disorder, 1 flounced down stairs, stodking 
as heavily as 1 could tread, that he might 
mistake me for one of the servants ; and my 
confederate opening the door, I sallied out 
into the street, though 1 knew ^ not whkh 
way to turn ; and to my unspeakable morti- 
fication, neither coach nor chair appeared. 

Having travelled on foot a good way, in 
hope of huding a convenience, and being not 
only disappointed in that particular, but also 
bewildered in my peregrination, I began to 
be exceedingly alarmed with the apprehension 
of being met by some person who might 
know me ; because, in that case, my design 
would undoubtedly have been discovered, 
from every circumstance of my appearance 
at that time of day ; for 1 had put on the 
very clothes which I had pulled off over 
night, so that my dress was altogether odd 
and peculiar : my shoes were very fine, and 
over a large hoop 1 wore a pink satin quUt^ 
petticoat trimmed with silver, which was 
partly covered by a white dimity night-gown, 
a M quarter of a yard too short ; my hand- 
kerchief and apron were hurried on , without 
pinning; my night-cap could not contain my 
hair, which hung about my ears in great dts< 
order, and my countenance denoted a mixture 
of hope and fear, joy and shame.' 

In this dilemma,*! made my addresses t 
that honourable member of society, a shoe 
. black, whom I earnestly entreated to provid 
me with a coach or chair, promising to re- 


ward him liberally for his trouble : but he, 
Wing the misfortune to be lame, was unable 
o keep up with my pace ; bo that, by his 
kdvice and direction, I went into the first 
rublic house I found open, where 1 staid some 
ime, in the utmost coni|ternation, among a * 
:rew of wretches whom I thought proper to 
•ribe for their civility, not without the terror 
f being stripped. At length, however, my 
hessenger returned with a chair, of which 1 
ook immediate possession ; and fearing that, 

this tin)e, my family would ^be alarmed, 
*nd send directly to Lord W — m’s lodgings, 
ordered myseff to be carried thither back- 
yards, that so I might pass undiscovered. 

This stratagem, succeeded according to my 
wish; I ran up stairs, in a state of trepidation, 

my faithful lover, who waited fbr me with 
;he most impatient and fearful suspense. At 
ight of me bis eyes lightened with trans- 
)ort ; he caught me in his arms, as the rich- 
!St present Heaven , could bestow ; gave me 
,0 understand that , my father had already 
:ent to his lodgings in quest of me ; then ap- 
ilauding my. love and resolution in the most 
^pturous terms, he ordered a hackney-coach 
:o be called, and, that we might run no risk 
>f separation, attended me to church, where 
we were lawfully joined in the sight of Hca- 
iren. 

His fears were then all over, but mine re- 
curred with double aggravation ; I dreaded 
the sight of my father, and shared all the sor- 
row he suffered on account of my undutiful 
behavionr ; for I loved him with such piety 
of affection, that I would have endured every 
other species of distress, rather than have 
given him the least uneasiness; but love 
(where he reigns in full empire). is altogether 
irresistible, surmounts every difficulty, and 
swallows up all other consideratious. . This 
was the case with me ; and now the irrevo- 
cable step was taken, my first care was to 
avoid his sight. With this view, I begged 
that Lord W— m would think of some remote 
place in the country, to - which we might 
retire for the present ; and he forthwith con- 
ducted me^to a house on Blackheath, where 
we weret very civilly recievedby a laughter- 
loving dame, who seemed to mistake me for 
one of her own sisterhood. 

I no sooner perceived her opinion, than 1 
deisir^ Lord W-— m to undeceive her ; upon 
which she was made acquainted with the 
nature of my situation, and showed us into a 
private rbom, where 1 called for pen and 
paper, and wrote ah apology to my fiither, 
fbr having acted contrary to his will in so 
impoiWt a concern. 

Ttiia task being performed, the bridegroom 
gave i^ine to understand, that there was a 
necessity fbr our being bedded immediately, 
in order to render the marriage binding, lest 
my fiither should discover and part us before 
consummation. I plbaded hard for respite 
till the’ evening, objecting to the indecenev 
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of goinj^ to bed before noon ; but be fbimd - This . ceremony of receiving visits being 
means to invalidate all my arguments/ and performed, we went to wait on his mother, 
to convince me that it was now my duty to the duchess of H— ^ who hearing 1 was an 
obey. Rather than hazard the imputation of heiress, readily forme het son for marrying 
being obstinate and refractory oh the first witihout her knovdedge and consent, and 
day of my probatioja, I sutiered myself to be favoured us with u very cordial reception ; 
led into a chamber, which wm darkened by insomuch that, for several nmiiths, we dined 
my express stipulation, that 'mye^ame ana almost constantly at lier table; and I must 
confusion might be the better concealed, and own, I always found her unaltered in her 
yielded to the privilege of a dear husband, civility ^d anection, contrary to her general 
who loved me to adoration. character, which was haughty and capricious. 

About five o’clock in the afternoon we She was undoubtedly a woman of great spirit 
were called fo dinner, which he had ordered and understanding, but subject to an infirmi- 
to be .ready at four; but such > p^tiy care ty which very much impairs and disguises 
had been forgot amidst the tr^ports of our every other qualification, 
mutual bliss. We got up, however, and • In about three weeks after our marriage, 
when we came down stairs, I was ashamed I was so happy as to obtain the forgiveness 
to see the light of day, or meet the eyes of of my fkther, to whose house we repaired, in 
iny beloved lord, i ate little, said less, was order to pay our respects and submission, 
happy, though overwhelmed with confusion, At sight of me he wept ; nor did 1 behold his 
underwent a thousand agitations, some of tears unmoved ; my heart was overcharged 
which were painful, but % fir the greater with tenderness and sorrow, for having of- 
part belonged to rapture and delight ; we fended such an inditont parent ; so that 1 
were imparadised in the gratification of our mingled my tears with his, while my dear 
mutual wishes, and felt all that love can be- husband, whose soul was of the softest and 
stow, and sensibility enjoy. gentlest mould, melted with sympathy at the 

In the twilight we returned to Lord affecting scene., 

W— 4n*s lodgings in town, where I received Being thus' reconciled to my father, we 
a letter from my father, importing that he attended him into the country, ' where wc 
would never see me again. But there' was were received by my mother, who was a 
ono circumstance in bis manner of writingi sensible good woman, though not susceptible 
from which 1 conceived a happy presa^ of love, and therofore less apt to excuse a 
his future indulgence. He had begun with weakness to which she was an utter stranger, 
his usual appellation of Deer Fannyj which This was likewise the case with an uncle, 
though it was expunged to inake way for from whom I had great expectations. He 
the word 'Madam, encouraged me to hope was a plain good-natured man, and treated 
that his paternal fondnefis was,itot yet extin- us with great- couries}s though his notions, 
guished. . in point of love, were not exactly, con- 

At supper we were visited by Lord W-^-m’s formable to ours. Nevertheless, I was, and 
younger sister, who laughed at us for our seemed to be, so ‘ happy in my choice, 
inconsiderate match, though she oMifned she that my family not only became satisfied 
envied our happiness; and o^red me the wiUi the match, but exceedingly fond of Lord 
use of her clothes until I - could retrieve my 

own. She was a woman of a great deal of After a short stay with them in, the coun- 
humour, plain but geuteel, civil, friendly, and try we returned to London, in ordor to be 
perfectly well br^. She favoured us with introclucpd at court, and then set out for the 
her company till the^ night was pretty fbir north, oh a visit to my brother-in-law the 
advanced, and did not take her lekve till ^ we duke of H— who had, by a letter to Lord 
retired to our apartment- . . invited us to his habitation. , My 

As our lodgings were not spaeiojihi or magw fhiher hcc6r4mgiy eqihpi^ us with^ horses 
nificent, we resolved see little company ; and money ; for oiir own finances yrere ex- 
but this resolution was jfrustrated by the tremely slender; consisting only of a small 
xneroira acquaintance Qi&<I;ord who: p^ion,. allowed by his Grace, upon whom 

let in half the town; so Tran the gaunt-' thb.bmthera were entirely dependent, the 

let for a whole Week ain^a set of wits, fati^er having died suddenly, before suitable 
'.who jE^ways delight ip tearing V young crea- proviskm. could be made for his younger 
tuie ^any notf^t^arlien shte t^pehs to make children. ? 

suclt a; htelen J^foong thbse tliat When I, took my leave of my relations, 

opon this ocearidn was my hidding adieu to my paternal home, '.and 
yOtm|[hr 'bi^hm't, who was at that time jn found myself launching into a world of care 
keeping heiress of masculine an4 trdnblej thoi^h the voyage on which I 

memory,] opportunity Of making had eihbariced was altogether voluntaiy, and 

a parade wWt^a i^uipage, which was in- my companion the person on whom i doated 
deed very maj^ipeent, biit altogether disre- to distracrioii,'J covdd not help feeling some 
garded by us, whpse habpiness consisted in melancholy sensations, which, however, in a 
the opulence of inutual love« little tiine, gave way to a train of more 
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agreeable ideas. I was vidited in town by 
almost all the women of &shion, many oi 
whom, 1 perceived* envied irie the p^ession 
of a man who l^ad made strange haVock 
among their ^hearte* aiid somo of fliem knew 
the value.of hie favour. One, in particular, 
endeavoured to cultivate my frietidship witl^ 
singular marks of regard f btrt I thought 
prop» to discourage her advance8»,by keep- 
ing within the bounds of bare civility ; andi 
indeed* to none of them was 1 lavisnof niy 
complaisance ; for'l dedicated my whole time 
to the object of my affection* who engrossed 
my wishes to such a degree* that although^ 
was never jealous (because I had no reason 
to be so), 1 envied the happiness of every 
woman whom he chanced at py to hand 

into a coach. / . 

The duchess of — — who was newly 
married to the earl of P— — > a particular 
friend of Lord W — m’s, carried me to court, 
and presented me td the queen, who express- 
ed her approbation of my person in very 
particular terms, and observed the satis- 
faction that appeared in my countenance 
with marks of admiration, desiring her ladies' 
to take notice how little happiness depended 
upon wealth, since there was more joy in. my 
face than in all her court besides. 

Such a declaration could not fail to over- 
whelm me with blushes, which her majesty 
seemed to behold with pleasure; for she 
frequently repeated the remark, and showed 
me to all the foreigners of distinction, with 
many gracious expressions of favour. She 
wished Lord W— m happiness .Instead of 
joy, and was pleased to promise/ that she 
would provide for her pretty" begg^ ? o!nd 
poor enough we certainly were in every; 
article but love. Nevertheless, we fblt no 
necessities, but passed the summer in” ft. 
variety of pleasures and parties ; the great-' 
esl part of which were planned by.Loird 
\V — m*8 sister and another lady, who was at 
that time mistress to the prime minister. 
The first was a wit, but homely in her person ; 
the other a woman of great beauty and 
masculine linderstanding ; and a parriculbr 
friendship subsisted between though 

they were both lovers, of poWer and ad- 
nliration. ■/ 

. This lady; who sat at the helm, ww w j 
tremely elegant, as well as expensive ih wj 
diversions, in ihdny, of which wo bora^, 
share, particularly in her parties Upon um 
water,^ which were contrive' in all the. mu- 
nificence of taste. In the’ course of these 
arnusemehti^a trilling nircmnstance occurred; 
which I shall relate as aii instance of ths^. 
jealous sensibili^ which characterised Lord 
W— m’s disposition. A lar^ corUpahy 
ladies and gentleman having agreed to .diiie 
at .Vauxhail, and sup at Marflehall, where 
we proposed to conclude the evening with a 
dance, one barge being insufficient to contain 
the whole company, we vete divided by lots ; 

3 C 


in consequence of which my husband and I 
were parted. This separation, was equally 
mortifying to us both, who, though married, 
were still lovers ; and my chagrin increased 
when 1 perceived, that 1 was doomed to sit 
by Sir W— Y— , a man of proibssed gol- 
l^txy ; for, although LdVd w— ^ hod, be- 
fore his maririage, made his addresses to 
every woman he saw,^ I knew' very well ho , 
did not desire that any person should make 
)6ve to his wife. 

That I m^t not, therefore, give umbrage, 
W talking td this gallant, .1 conversed with a 
Scotch nobleman, who, according to common 
report, had formerly sighed among my ad- 
niirers : by these means, in seeking to avoid 
one error,' I unwittingly plunged niyself into 
a greater;' and disobliged, Lord W--m so 
ihuch, that bd' could not ' conceal his dis- 
pleasure ; , nay, so deeply was he ofiended at 
my conduct, tliat, in evenjlng, when the 
ball began, he would scarce deign to take me 
by>the hand in the course of dancing, and 
darted such unkind looks, as pierced me to 
the very soul. What augmented my con- 
cern, was my ignorance of, the trespass I 
had committed. I was tortured with a thou- 
sand uneasy reflections ; T began to fear that 
I had mistaken his temper, and given my 
heart to a man who was tired of possession ; 
though 1 resolved to bear without complain- 
ing the misfortune 1 had entailed upon my- 
self. 

I seized the first opportunity of speaking 
torhim, and thereby discovered the cause of 
his chagrin ; but, as there was no time for 
expostuTation,^ the .misunderstanding con- 
tinued on his side, with such dvident marks 
of uneasiness, that.eveiy individual of the 
company made up to' me, and inquired about 
the cause of his border; so that I was fain 
ta ainuse their concern, by siting, that he 
had been ill the day bqfbre, and dancing did 
not agree with his constitution. So much 
wap he incensed by this unhappy circum- 
stance of my conduct, which^was void of all 
Intention to odTend him, that he determined 
to be levehged of mb for my indiscretion, 
pnd'at supppr, chancing to! sit between two 
very handamne ladies &ne of whom is lately 
dead) and the <$her, ^ presbnt, my neigli- 
bour ih ^ country), he affected an air of 

punishment he in- 
flicteii (>n his innqbent wife. In the course 
of ou^%ntertaihiiient. We engaged in some 
simple dlveTBioh, In consequence of which 
M ^ntlemira Were ordered to salute the 
ladWi; 'when. Lord W— m, in perfonning 
this. commandi, unkindly neglected me in my 
turn; and I had occasion- for all my dis- 
creUpn and pride, to conceal from the Com- 
pimy the a^nies I felt at this mark of indif- 
fereojim'ftna disrespect. However, I obtain; 
ed the victory over mySelf, and pretended to 
'augh' at his husbana-like behaviour, while; 
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the tears stood in my eyes, and my heart 
swelled even to bursting. ^ 

We broke up about five, fifter having spent 
the most tedious evening I had over Imown ; 
and this offended lover went to bed in a state 
of sullen silenqe.and disj^st. Ayhatevet* 
desire I had to come to an explanation, 
1 thought myself so. much aggrieved by his 
unreasonable prcwdice, that f could not pre- 
vail upon rnysetf to demand a conference, 
till after his first nap, when my pnde giving 
way to my tenderness, I clasped him in my 
arms; though be pretended to discourage 
these advances of my love: I asked how he 
could be so unjust as to take umbrage at my 
civility to a man whom he knew I bad refus- 
ed for his sake? t chid him for his barbarous 
endeavours to awake my jealousy, and used 
such irresistible arguments in roy own vindi- 
cation, that he was convinced of ihy ; in- 
nocence, sealed my accmittal widi a kind 
cmbiace, and we mutually enjoyed the soft 
transports of a fond reconciliation. 

Never was passion more eager, delicate, 
or unreserved, than that which glowed with- 
in our breasts. Far firpm being cloyed with 
the possession of each 6ther, our raptures 
seemed to increase with the term of our 
union. When we were parted, though but 
for a few hpurs, by the necessary avocations 
of life, we were unhappy during that brief 
separation,' and met a^in, like lovers who 
knew no joy but in one another^ presence. 
How many delicious evenings *did We spend 
together, in our little apartment, afler we 
had ordered the candles to be taken a\vay, 
that we might enjoy thw agreeable reflection 
of the moon in a fine summer’s evening I 
Such a mild and solemn scene naturally 
disposes the mind U) peace and benevolence; 
but when improved with the conversation of 
the man one loves, it fills the imagination 
with idehs of ineiiable delight ! For my owp < 
part, 1 can safbly say, my* heart was so whol- 
ly en^ossed by roy husband, that 1 npver 
took pleasure in any diversion where he^ 
was not personally concerned j nor waavl; 
ever guilty of pne thought repugnant to niy', 
duty and my love. 

In the autumn we set out for the north, 
and were met ' on the road by the duke and 
twenty gentlemen, who conducted us to) 

H 11 , where we lived in pll imaginable j 

splendour. His grace, at that time; main^^ ! 
taiped above ;e»i Tumdred servants, with ai 
pf mns^ which always performed at' 
domer, kepu tablc, '^d was visited by a 

e ideal . ^c6mp<u>y. -The economy of 
Dtise wds superintended by his eldest 
sisteTjr young lady of an amiable 

temper, Witlr wbtora I soon contracted an in- 
timate, fiiepdship. iSbe and the duke used 
rally me op^fi^iny^ondness for Lord W— m, 
ho was humourist, and apt to 

in a pet, jp wMaS ease he would leave the 
ompiiiny and go to hod by seven o’clock in 


the evening. On these occasions, 1 always 
disappeared, giving up every consideration to 
that of pleasii^my husband, notwithstanding 
the ridicule of his relations, who taxed me 
with having spoked him with too mpeh in- 
dulgence. But Imw could 1 express too much 
tenderness and condescension fora man who 
doated upon me to such excess, that, when 
business obliged him to leave me, he ^ways 
snatched the first opportunity to return, and 
often rode thfougli darkness, storms and 
tempests to my arms T 
, ^Having staid about seven months in this 
place, I round myself in a fair way of being 
a mother ; and that I might be near my own 
relations, jn auoh an interesting situation, 
I and my dear companion departed from 
b , not without jgreat reluctance ; for 
I was fond of tlie Boots in general, who 
treated me with great hospitality^ and respect; 
and to this day they pay me the compliment 
of saying, I was one of the best wives in 
that country; which is so justly celebrated 
for good women. 

I^rd W — m, having attended me to my 
father’s house, was obliged to return to Scot- 
land, to support his interest in being elected 
member of parliament ; so that he took his 
leave of me, with a full resolution of seeing 
me again before the time of my lying-in ; 
and ml the comfort 1 enjoyed in his ab- 
sence, was the perusal of his letters, which 
I punctually received, together with those of 
his sister, who, from time to time, favoured 
me with assurances of his constancy and de- 
votion. Indeed, these testimonials were ne- 
cessary to one of Hiy disposition ; for I was 
none of those who could be contented with 
half a heart. 1 could not even spare one 
complacent look to any other woman, but 
expected the undivided homage of his love. 
Had I been disappointed in this expectation, 
1 should (though a wife) have rebelled or 
died, , , 

Meanwhile my parents treated me with 
great tenderness, intending that Lord W — m 
should be settled in a house of his own, and 
accommodated with my fortune, and his 
expeeUtibns from, the' queen were very san- 
guine, when I was taken ill, and delivered of 
a dead child-^^-an Vevent which affected me 
When I understood the extent 
of' ifey misfortune, my heart throbbed with 
such violence, that my breast could scarce 
contain it ; and my anxiety, being aggravat- 
ed by tlie absence of my lord, produced a 
dangerous fever, of whLcli he was no sooner 
apprised by J^tcr, than he came post from 
Scotland!^ >ut, before his arrival, 1 was sup- 
posed to be in a. fair way. 

During this journey, he .was tortured with 
all that terrible suspense which prevails in 
the minds of those who are in danger of 
losing thsi which is most dear to them; 
and, wlien he^ entered the house, was so 
much overwhelcnod with apprehension, tliat 
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he durst not inquire about the state of my 
health. 

As for Tfaj part, I never closed eye from 
the time oii which I expected liis return ; 
and, when I heud his voice, ! threw oj^n 
jny curtains, and sat up in the bed to receive 
him, thougli at the hazard of ray; Ufe^ Ho 
run towards mo with all the ea^mess of 
passion, and clasped me in tiia arms; he 
kneeled by the bedside, kissed my hand' a 
tliousand times, and wept with transports of 
tenderness and joy. In short, this meeting 
was so pathetic as to overcome my enfeebled 
constitution, and we were parted by those 
who were wiser tlian ourselves, and saw that 
nothing was so proper for us as a little re- 
pose. 

But how shall I relate the deplorable tran- 
sition from envied happiness to excess of 
misery which 1 now sustained ! my month 
was hardly up, when my dear husband was 
taken ill; perhaps the fatigue of body, os 
well as mind, which he had undergone on 
my account, occasioned a fatal ferment in 
bis blc^d, and his health fell a sacrifice to 
iiis love. ^ Physicians were called from lion- 
clon ; but, alas ! they brought no hopes of 
iiis recovery. By their advice, he was re- 
moved to town, for the convenience of being 
punctually attended. Every moment was too 
precious to be thrown away;, he was there- 
fore immediately put into the coach, though 
the day was mr spent ; and 1, thoij^h ex- 
ceedingly weak, accompanied Jiim in the 
journey, wiiich was performed by the light 
of flambeaux, and rendered unspeakably 
shocking by the dismal apprehension of 
losing him every moment. 

At length, however, we arrived at our 
lodginj^ in Pall-Mall, where I lay by him 
on the door, and attended the issue of his 
distemper iu all tlie agonies of horror and 
despair. In a little time his malady settled 
upon Iiis brain, and, in his delirium* he utter- 
ed such dreadful exclamations, as were suf- 
ficient to pierce the most savage heart. 
What effect, then, must they l^ve had on 
mine, which was fraught with every sen- 
timent of the most melting ailection I |t was 
not a common grief that took possession pf . 
my soul ; 1 felt all the aggravation of ,tho 
most acute distress. I sometimes ran down 
to the street in a fit of distraction : 1 spnt 
for the doctors every minute : i wearied 
Heaven with my prayers. Even now. iny 
heart aches at the remembrance of wjbat X 
suffered, and 1 cannot, without tremSing, 
proceed with the woful story. 

After having lain insensible some days, 
he recovered the use of. speech, and called 
upon my name, which he had a thousand 
times repeated while he was bereft, of reason.. 
All hopes of his life were now relinquished; 
and I was led to his bed side to receive bis 
last adieu, being directed to summon all my 
fortitude, and suppress my sorrow, that he 


might not be disturbed by my agitation. 
I collected cdl my resolution to support me 
in this affecting scene. I saw my oeal* lord 
in extremity. The beauties of his youth 
were all decayed ; yet Jiis eyes, though 
languid, retained unspeakable sweetness and 
expression. He felt his end approaching, 
.put forth his hand, and, with a look full, of 
complacency and benevolence, uttered such 

a tender tale Good Heaven ! how had i 

deserved such* accumulated affliction 1 the 
bare remembraJUGe of which now melts me 
into tears. Human nature could not under- 
go my situation without' suffering an ecstasy 
of grief! I clasped him in my arms, and 
kissed him a thousand times, with the most 
violent emotions of woe ; but I was tom trom 
his embrace, and in a little time he was ra- 
vished for ever firom my view. 

On that fetal morning, which put a period 
to hijs life, I saw the duchess of Jj ap- 

proach my bed, and, from her appearance, 
concluded tliat he was no more ; yet I begged 
she would not confirm the unhappy presage 
by announcing his death ; and she accordingly 
preserved the most emphatic silence. I got 
up, and trod softly over his head, as if 1 n^ad 
been afraid of interrupting his repose. Alas ! 
he was no longer sensible of such dis- 
turbance. I was seized with a stupefaction 
of sorrow : I threw up the window, and, 
looking around, thought the sun shone with 
the most dismal aspect; every thing was 
solitaw, chehrless, and replete with horror. . 

Ill' this condition I was, by the direction of 
my friend, conveyed to her house, where my 
faculties were so overpowered by the load of 
anguish which oppressed mei that I knew 
not what pas^. during the first days of my 
unhappy widowho^ ; this only I know, the 
kind duchess treated me with all imaginable 
care and coml>as8ion, and carried me to her 
country-house, where I staid’ some mouths; 
during^ which^ she endeavoured to comfort 
me With all the amusements she could invent, 
and laid me under such .obligations as never 
shall be emsed from my remembrance ; yet, 
notwithstanding: all her care and concern, 
I was, by my excess of grief, plunged into 
a languishing distemper, for ^hich my phy- 
sicians advised me to drink the Bathwaters. 

In compliance with this prescriptior, I 
went thither towards the end of summer, 
mful feund some benefit by .adhering to their 
qireottons. Though I seldom went abroad, 
except when I visited my sister-in-law, who 
was therewith the princess; and, upon these 
Occasions, I never foiled to attract the notice 
of the. company, who were struck with the 
appearance v.of such a young creature in 
weeds; nor Was I free from the persecution 
6f professed admirers ; but, being dead to 
all joy, 1 was deaf to the voice of adu- 
lation. 

About Christmas I repaired to my father’s 
house,, where my sorrows were revived by 
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every object tliat recalled the idea of my dear 
lamented lord. But these melancholy re- 
flections I was obliged to bear> because 1 had 
no other home or habitation» being left an 
unprovided widow* altogetlmr dependent on 
the uflcction of iny own ikmUy.' 

During this wintA, diVers overtures were 
made to m^r father, by people who demanded 
me in marriage ; but my heart' Was not yet 
sufficiently weaned from my former passion 
to admit the thoughts of another master. 
Among those that presented' their proposals 
was a certain young nobleman* who, upon 
the first news of Lord W — ^m’s death, came 
post from Paris, in order to declare his pas- 
sion. He made his first appearance in a hired 
chariot and six, accompanied bv a big fat 
fellow, whom (as 1 afterwards learned) he 
liad engaged to sound his praises, with a pro- 
mise of a thousand pounds, in lieu* of whicji 
he paid him with forty. Whether it was 
with a view of screening liimsclf from the 
cold, or of making a comfortable medium in 
case of being overturned, and falling under 
his weighty companion, I know not; but cer- 
tain it is, the carriage was stuffed with hay, 
in such a manner, that, when he arrived, the 
servants were at some pains in rummaging 
and removing it, before they could come at 
their master, or help him to alight. When 
he was lifted out of the chariot, ne exhibited 
a very ludicrous figure to the view; he was a 
thin, meagre, shivering creature, of a low 
stature, with little black eyes, « long nose, 
sallow complexion, and pitted with the small- 
pox; dressed in a coat of light brown frieze, 
lined with pink coloure^ shag, a monstrous 
solitaire and bag, and (if I remember right) 
a pair of huge jackboots. In a word, his 
whole appearance was so little calculated for 
inspiring love, that I had (oh the strength of 
seeing him once before at Oxford) set him . 
down as the last man oil earth whom I would 
choose to wed ; and I will venture to affirm, 
that he was in every particular the reverse 
of my late husband. 

As my father was not at home, he' staid 
but one evenings and left his errand with my 
mother, to whom he was as disagreeable as 
to myself; so that his proposal was abso- 
lutely rejected, and I heard no more of him 
during the space of three whole months ; at 
the expiration of which I went to town, 
where this mortifying figure presented itself ; 
again, and renafwcd his suit, offering such ad^ ' 
vantageous hf settlement, that my fa- 
ther b^aii 10 jjeush tj'e and warmly] 

redsinrhended it to my consideration. 

Lo^ advised me to cm- 

brace "tlV^OPFortnjnity of makihg myself inde- 
pendent; mv acciuaintance plied me with 
arguments tb tfo same purpobo ; I was iin- 
easy at home; and indifferent to all mankind. 

I weighed the "motives with the objections, 
and with reluctance^ yielded to the iinportu- 
nity of my friends* 


In consequence of this determination, the 
little gentleman was permitted to visit me ; 
and the manner of his address did not at all 
alter the opinion 1 had conceived of his cha- 
racter and understanding. I was even shock- 
ed at the prospect of marrying a map whom 
1 could not love ; and, in order to disburden 
my own conscience, took an opportunity of 
telling him, one evening, as wo sat opposite 
to each other, that it was not in my power 
to command my affection, and therefore he 
could not expect the possession of my heart, 
Lord W-^m’s indulgence having spoiled me 
for a wife; nevertheless, I would endeavour 
to contract a friendship for him, which would 
entirely depend upon his own behavioui^. 

To this declaration he replied (to my great 
surprise), that he did not desire me to love 
him-^my friendship was sufficient ; and next 
day repeated this strange instance of mode- 
ration in a letter, which I comhiunicated to 
my sister, who laughed heartily at the con- 
tents, and persuaded me, that since 1 could 
love no man, he was the properCst person to 
be my husband. 

Accordingly, the wedding clothes and 
equipage being prepared, the day — ^the fatal 
day — ^was fixed ! — on the morning of which 
I went to the bouse of my brother-in-law, 
Duke H — , who loved me tenderly, and took 
my leave of the family, a family which I shall 
always remember with love, honour, and 
esteem. His grace received me in the most 
affectionate manner, saying at parting, “ La- 
dy W— , if he does not use you well, I will 
take you back again.” 

The bridegroom and I met at Ox — d cha- 
pel, where the ceremony was performed by 
the bishop of W— : — , in presence of his lord- 
ship’s mother, my father, and another lady. 
The nuptial knot being tied, we set out for 
my Ihther’s house in the country, and pro- 
ceeded full twenty miles bn our journey be- 
fore my lord opened his mouth, my thoughts 
having been all that time employed on some- 
tliing quite foreign to my present situation ; 
for f Was then but , 9 . giddy girl of eighteen. 
At length my father broke silence, and clap- 
ping lus lordship on the shoulder, told him 
he, was but a dull bridegroom; upon which 
my Jord'gave him to understand that he was 
out. of spirits. This dejection continued all 
thb day, notwithstiuiding the refreshment of 
a plentiful dinner, which he ate upon the 
row ; ana in the evening wo arrived at the 
place of our destination, where we were 
kindly received by my mother, though she 
had no liking to the match ; and after supper 
we retired to our apartment. 

It was here that I had occasion to perceive 
the most disagreeable contrast between iny 
present helpmate and my former iord. In- 
stead of flying to my arms with all the eager- 
ness of love and rapture, this manly repro*> 
sentative sat moping in a corner, like a cri- 
minal on e.xecution day, and owned he was 
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ashamed to bed with a woman whose hand 
he had scarce ever touched. 

I could not help being affected with this 
pusillanimous behaviour ; 1 remembered Lord 
W — ^m, while I s^urveyed the object before 
me, and made such a comparison as filled 
me with horror and disgust; ni^, to such a 
degree did my aversion to this phantom pre- 
vail, that I began to sweat with anguish at 
the thought of being subjected to his plea- 
sure ; and when, after a long hesitation, he' 
ventured to approach me, 1 trembled as if I 
had been exposed to the embraces of a rattle- 
snake. Nor did the efforts of his love di- 
minish. this antipathy. His attempts were 
like the pawings of an imp, sent ftom heU 
to seize and torment some guilty wretch, 
such as are exhibited in some dramatic per- 
formance, which I never see acted without 
remembering my wedding-night. By such 
shadowy, unsubstantial, vexatious behaviour, 
was 1 tantalized, and robbed of my repose ; 
and early next morning I got up, with a most 
sovereign contempt for my bed-fellow, who 
indulged himself in bed till eleven. 

Having passed a few days in this place, I 
went home with him to his house at Twick- 
enham, and soon after we were presented at 
court, when the queen was pleased to. say 
to my lord’s mother, she did not doubt that 
we should be a happy couple, for 1 had been 
a good wife to my former 'husband. What- 
ever deficiencies I had to complain of in my 
new spouse, he was not wanting in point of 
liberality. I was presented witn a very fine 
chariot, studded with silver nails, and such a 
profusion of jewels as furnished a joke to 
some of my acquaintance, who observed, that 
I was formerly queen of hearts, but now me- 
tamorphosed into the queen of diamonds. I 
now also had an opportunity (which I did 
not let slip) of paying Lord W— m’s debts 
from my privy purse ; and on that sco^ re- 
ceived the thanks of his elder brother, who, 
though he had undertaken to discharge them, 
delayed the execution of liis purpose longer 
than 1 thought they should remain unpaid. 
This uncommon splendour attracted the eyes 
and envy of my competitors, who were ihe 
more iih placable in their resentments, be- 
cause, notwithstanding my marriage, I wan 
as much as ever followed by the mea of gal- 
lantry and pleasure, among whom it is a con- 
stant maxim, that woman never withholds 
her affections from her husband wiUiout an 
intention to bestow them somewhere else. 
I never appeared without a train of admirers, 
and my house in the country was always- 
crowded, with gay young men of quality. 

Among those who cultivated my good 
graces with the greatest skill and assiduity, 

were the earl C , hnd Mr S , brother 

to Lord P . The former of whom, in 

the course of his addresses, treated me with 
an entertainment of surprising magnificence, 
disposed into a dinner, supper, and baU, to 


which I, at his desire, invited eleven ladies, 
whom he paired with the . like number of 
his own sex; so that the whole company 
amounted to twenty-four. We were regaled 
witli a most elegant ^nner, in an apartment 
which was altogether superb, and served by 
gentlemen only, no livery servant being per- 
mitted to come within the door. In the af- 
teraoon, we embarked in two splendid barges, 
being attended by a band of music in a third ; 
and enjoyed a delightful evening upon the 
river till the twilight, when we returned and 
began the ball, which was conducted with 
such order and taste, that mirth and good 
humour prevailed. No dissatisfaction ap- 
peared, except in the countenance of one old 
maid, since married to a son of the duke of 

, who, though she* would not refuse, to 

partake of such an agreeable entertainment, 
was displeased that 1 should have the honour 
of inviting her. O baleful envy ! thou self- 
tormenting fiend ! how dost thou predominate 
in all assemblies, from the grand gala of a 
court, to the meeting of simple peasants at 
tlieir harv'est-home ! Nor is the prevalence 
of this sordid passion to be wondered at, if 
we consider the weakness, pride, and vanity, 
of our sex. The presence of one favourite 
man- shall poison the enjoyment of a whole 
company, and produce the most rancorous 
enmity betwixt the closest friends. 

1 danced with the master of the ball, who 
.employed all^the artillery of his eloquence in 
making love ; yet I did not listen to his ad- 
dresses, for he was not to my taste, though 
he possessed an agreeable person, and a gootl 
acquired understanding ; but he was utterly 
ignorant of that gentle prevailing art which I 

afterwards experiencea in Mr 8 , and 

whiefi was the only method he could have 
successfully -practised, in seducing a young 
woman like me, bom with sentiments of ho- 
nour, and trained up in the paths of religion 
and virtue. This young gentleman was in- 
deed absolutely master oi those insinuating 
qualifications which, few women of passion « 
and sensibility can resist ; and had a person 
every way adapted for profiting by these insi- 
diniiR talents. He was well ac(|[uainted with 
the human heart, conscious of his own power 
and capacity, .and exercised these endow- 
ments with unwearied perseverance. He 
was M\ and thin, of a shape and size per- 
fectly agreeable to my taste, with large blue 
eloquent eyes, good teeth, and a long head, 
turned to gallantry. . His behaviour was the 
standard of politeness, and all his advances 
were conducted with the most profound re- 
spect; which is the most effectual expedient 
a man can use against* ua, if he can find 
means to persuade us that it proceeds from 
the excess and delicacy of his passion. It is 
no other than a silent compliment, by which 
our accomplishments are continually flatter- 
ed, and pleases in proportion to the supposed 
understanding of mm who pays it. 
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By these arts and advantages this consum- 
mate politician in love began by degi;ees to 
sap the foundations of my conjugal mith ; he 
stole imperceptibly into my af^bction, and by 
dint of opportunity, which he well knew how 
to improve, triumpUed at last over all his 
rivals. 

Nor was he the only person that disputed 

my heart with Earl C . That nobleman 

was also rivalled by Lord C— H a 

Scotsman, who had been ah intimate and re- 
lation of my former husband. Him I would 
have preferred to most, of his competitors, 
and actually coquetted with him for some 
time ; but the amour was interrupted by his 
oing to Ireland ; upon which occasion, un- 
erstanding that he was but indifferently pro- 
vided with money, I made him a present of 
a gold snuff-box, in which was inclosed a 
bank-note; a trifling mark of my esteerih 
whicli he afterwards justified by the most 
grateful, friendly, and genteel * behaviour; 
and as wc corresponded by. letters, I frankly 

told him, that Mr S had stepped in, and 

won the palm ffom all the rest of my ad- 
mirers. 

This new &vourite’s mother and sisters, 
who lived in the neigbbourliood, were my 
constant companions; and, in consequence 
of this intimacy, he never let a day pass with- 
out paying his respects to me in person ; nay, 
so ingenious was he in contriving the means 
of promoting his suit, that whether I rode or 
walked, w'ent abroad or staid *at home, he 
was always of course one of the party; so 
that his design seemed to engross his whole 
vigilance ^ and attention^ Thus he studied 
my disposition, and esUblished liumself in my 
good opinion at the same time. He found 
my heart was susceptible of every tender im- 
pression, and saw that I was not free from 
the vanity of youth ; he had already acquired 
my friendship and esteem, from which he. 
knew there was a short and easy 'transition 
to love. By his penetration, choosing proper 
seasons for the theme, be urged it with such 
pathetic vows and oi^ul amilation, as well 
might captivate a young woman of my com- 
plexion and inexperience, and circumstance^ 
as 1 was, with d huslwnd whom I had such 
reason to despise. ' 

Though he thus made an insensible pro-, 
gress in my heart, he did not find my virtue 
an easy conquest ; and I myself was ignorant 
of the adv^tage he had gained with regard 
to my i'^^'linalions, until I was convinced of 
his success by an. dArm of jealousy which I 
one>day fbll at seeing him engaged in con- 
versation with another lady. I forthwith re- 
cognized^bia symptom of love, with which I, 
had been thrmerly acquainted, and trembled] 
at the discovery of my own weakness. I un- 
derwent a strange aptation and mixture of 
contiary sdnsatiens: 1 was pleased with the 
passion, yet ssbamed of avowing it even to my 
own mind. Thb rights of a husband (though 


mine was but a nominal one) occurred to iny 
reflection, and virtue, modesty, and honour, 
forbade me to cherish the guilty fiarne. 

When I encouraged theso laudable scru- 
ples, and resolved to sacrifice my love to duty 
and reputation, my lord was almost every 
day employed in riding post to my father, 
with complaints of my conduct, which was 
hitherto irreproachable ; though the greatest 
grievance which he pretended to have suf- 
fered was my refusing to comply with his de- 
sire, when he entreated me to lie a whole 
hour every morning, with my neck uncover- 
ed, that, by gazing, he mi^it quiet the per- 
turbation of nis spirits. From this request 
you may judge of the man, as well as of the 
regard 1 must entertain for his character and 
disposition. 

During the whole summer I was besieged 
by my artful imdoer, and in the autumn set 
out with my lord for Bath, where, by reason 
of the intimacy that subsisted between our 
fiimilies, we lived in the same house with my 
lover and his sister, who, with another agree- 
able young lady, accompanied us in this ex- 
pedition. By this time Mr S had ex- 

torted from me a confession of a mutual 
flame, though I assured him that it should 
never induce me to give up the valuable pos- 
session of an unspotted character, and. a con- 
science void of offence. 1 offered him all 
the enjoyment lie could reap from an un- 
reserved intercourse of souls, abstracted from 
any sensual consideration. He eagerly em- 
braced the Platoniq proposal, because he had 
sagacity enough lo foresee the issue of such 
chimencal contracts, and knew me too well 
to think he could accomplish his purpose 
without seeming to acquiesce in my own 
terms, and cultivating my tenderness under 
the specious pretext.' 

In consequence of this agreement, we took 
all bp^ortunities of seeing each other in pri- 
vate; and these interviews were spent in 
mutual protestations of disinterested love. 
This correspondence, though dangerous, was 
(on my side) equally innocent and endearing; 
and many happy hours we passed, before my 
sentiments were discovered. At length my 
lover was taken ill, and then my passion 
burst out beyond the power of concealment; 
my grief and' anxiety became so conspicuous 
in, my countenance, and my behaviour was 
so indiscreet, that every body in the house 
perceived the situation of my thoughts, and 
blamed my conduct accordingly. 

Cei^n it is, I was extremely imprudent, 
though intentionally innocent. I have lain 
whom nights by my lord, who teased and tor- 
mented me for that which neither I could 
give nor he could take, and ruminated on the 
mtal consequence of this unhappy flame, 
until I was worked into a fever of disquiet. 
I saw there was no safety but in flight, and 
often determined to banish myself for ever 
from the sight of this dangerous intruder. 
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But my reBolution always failed at the ap- flutters at the remembrance of the dear, 
proach of day, and my desire of seeing him though fatal indiscretion ; yet I reflect with- 
as constantly recurred. So far was I from out remorse, and even remember it witli 
persisting in such commendiable determi- pleasure. 

nations, that, on the eve of our departure If 1 could not avoid the censure of , the 
from Bath, I felt the keenest pangs of sorrow world, I was resolved to bear it without re* 
at our approaching separation ; and as we pining; and sure the guilt (if there was any 
could not enjoy our private interviews at my in iny conduct) was but venial ; for I con- 
house in town, I promised to visit him at his sidered myself as a person absolved of all 
own apartments, after he had sworn by all matrimonial tics, by the insignificance of 
that’s sacred, that he would take no sinister Lord who, though a nominal husband, 
advantage of my condescension, by presum- was in fact a mere non-entity. I therefore 
ing upon the opportunities I should give. contracted a new engagement with my lover. 
He kept his word for he saw I trusted to to which I resolved to adhere with the most 
it with fear and trembling, and perceived that scrupulous fidelity, without the least in- 
my apprehension was not aftected, but the tention of injuring my lord or his relations ; 
•natural concern oF a young creature, dis- for, had our mutual passion produced any 
tracted between love and duty, whom, had visible effects, I would immediately have 
he alarmed, he never would have seep within renounced and abandoned my husband for 
his doors again. Instead of pressing me with ever, that the fruit of my love for Mr — 
solicitations in fevour of his passion, he was might not have inherited, to the detriment of 
more than ever respectful and complaisant; tilie right heir. This was my determination, 
so that 1 found myself disengaged of all which I thought just, if not prudent ; and for 
restraint, conducted the conversation, short- which I have incurred the imputation of 
cued and repeated my visits, at my own folly, in the opinion of this wise and honest 
pleasure, till at last I became so accustomed generation, by whose example and advice 1 
to this communication, that his house was as have, since that time, been a little reformed 
familiar to me as my own. in point of prudentials, though I still retain 

Having in this manner secured himself in a strong tendency to return to my primitive 
my confidence, he resumed the favourite way of thinking. 

topic of love, and, warming my imagination. When ! quitted Mr S , after the sacri- 

by gradual advances on the subject, my heart ficc I had made, and returned to ray own bed, 
began to pant ; when he saw me thus moved, it may perhaps be supposed that I slept but 
he snatched the favourable occasion to prac- little. True : 1 was Kept awake by the joy- 
tiae all his eloquence and art. I could not ful impatience of revisiting my lover, ih- 
resist his energy, nor even fly from the temp- deed 1 neglected no opportunity of flying to 

tation that assailed me, until ho hud obtained, bis arms ; when Lord was in the 

apromisethatheshould, at our next meeting, country, we enjoyed each other’s company 
reap tlie fruits of his tedious expectation, without interruption ^ but when he resided 
Upon this condition I was permitted to retire, in town, our correspondence was limited to 
and blessed heaven for my escape, fhlly de- stolen interviews, which were unspeakably 
termined to continue in the path of virtue I delicious, as genuine lovo presided at the 
had hitherto trod, and stifle the criminal ^ame ntertainment. 

by which my peace and reputation were en- Such was ,my happiness in the course of 
(lan^red. But his idea, which reigned in this tender communication,, that to this day 
my heart without control, soon, bamed all I remember it with pleasure, though it has 
these prudent suggestions. cost me dear in the sequel, and was at that 

I saw him again ; and he reminded me of time enjoyed at a considerable expense ; for 
my promise, which I endeavoured to evade I devoted myself so entirely to my lover, 
with afliected pleasantry; upon which he who was desirous of engrossing my time and 
manifested the utmost displeasure and cha- thoughts, that my acquaintance, which was 
^in, sliodding some crocodile tears, and up- very numerous, justly accused me of neglect, 
oraidingme with levity and indifference. 'He land of copsequcnce cooled in their frieml- 
observed that he hod solicited my favour for ' ships : hut. I was all for love, or the world 
ten long months without intermission, md well lost: and were the same opportunity 
imagined 1 had held out po long on virtuous ; to offer, would act the same conduct over 
motives only; but now he couul plainly per-. j again. 

ceivc that bis want of success had been { Some there are who possibly may wonder 
owing to my want of affection, and that aU j low 1 could lovo twice with such violence of 
my professions were insincere: in .a word, I affection :■ but all such observers must be 
he persuaded me, that his "remonstrances j unacquainted with, the human heart. Mine 
were just and reasonable. I could not see ‘ was naturally adapted for the tender pas- 
the affliction of a man I loved, when I knew sions, and had been so fortunate, so cherish- 
it was in my power to remove it, and rather ed in its first impressions, that it felt with 
than forfeit his opinion of my sincerity and joy the same sensations revive, when . in- 
love, I consented to his wish. My heart now npenced by the same engaging qualificationa 

19 * 
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Certain it ig, I Joved the second time as well 
as tJie first, and better was impossible.^ I 
gave up my all for botli : fortune and my &- 
ther’s mvour for the one; reputation, Inends, 
and fortune for the other. Yet, notwith- 
standing this intimate connexion, I did not 
relinquish the world all at once; on the 
contrary, 1 still appeared at court, and at- 
tracted the notice and approbation of my 
royal patroness ; I danced with the P — of 

W ; a circumstance which so nearly 

affected Mr S , who was present, that, 

in order to manifest his resentment, he chose 
the ugliest woman in the ball for his partner ; 
and 1 no Sooner perceived his uneasiness j 
tlmn I gave over, with a view of appeasing 
his displeasure. 

Without repeating particular circum- 
stances, let it suffice to say, our mutual pas- 
sion was a perfect copy of that which had 
subsisted between' me and my dear Lord 
W — m. It was jealous, melting, and deli- 
cate, and chequered with little accidents# 
Avhich serve to animate and maintain the 
flame, in its first ardency of rapture. Whep 
my lover was sick, I attended and nursed 
him with indefatigable tenderness and. care ; 
and during an inmsposition, which 1 caught 
in the performance of tins agreeable office, 
he discharged the obligation with all the 
warmth of sympathy and love. 

It was, however, judged necessary by the 
physicians, that I should use the Bath waters 
for tlie recovery of my health ; und I set out 
for that place, glad of a pretence to be absent 

from Lord , with whom I lived on Very 

unhappy tenns. He bad^ about nine months 
after our marriage, desired that we might 
sleep in separate beds, and gave a very 
whimsical reason for this proposal. He said 
the immensity of his love deprived him of 
the power of gratification, and that some 
commerce with an object, to which his heart 
was not attached, might, by diminishing the 
transports of his spirits, recompose hi^erves, 
and enable him to enjoy the fruits^ of his 
good fortune. ’ 

You may be sure I made no objections to 
this plan, which was immediately put in exe- 
cution. lie made his addresses to a nymph 
of Drury-lane, whose norne (os he told me) 
was Mrs Rock. She made shift to extract 
some money from her patient ; but his in- 
firmity wa« beyond the power of her art, 
though she made some mischief between us ; 
and ; I comraun^ted rny suspicion to the 
duke of H— -i-, Svho intended to have ex- 
postulated with;lier upon the subject; but 
she got‘ tuiimation of his design, and -saved 
him the t^bfe by a precipitate retreat. 

Af&r in/, ^tarh , from Bath, where Mr 
S_— « and I Jiad lived happily, until we 
were interru^pted by tlie arrival of my hus- 
band, hjs lom^ip expressed an inclination 
to be mybcdfeJJow,, again. In this particular 
I desired to be- excused ; I would not be the 


first to propose the separation, which, though 
usual in other countries, is contrary to the 
custom of England, being unwilling to fur- 
nish the least handle ror censure, as iny 
character was still unblemished ; yet, when 
the proposal came from him, I thought my- 
self entitled to refuse a reunion to which 
I accordingly objected. 

This op|)osition produced a quarrel, which 
rose to a state of perpetual animosity ; so 
that we began to talk of parting. My lord 
relished the expedient, agreeing to add three 
hundred pounds a-year to my pin-money, 
which (by the bye) was never paid ; and 1 
renounced all state and grandeur, to live in a 
small house that I hired at Casehorton, 
where I passed my time for two months, in ^ 
the most agreeable retirement, with my dear 
lover. At length I was disturbed by the in- 
trusion Of my lord, who molested me with 
visits, and solicitations to return, pretending 
that he had clianged his mind, and insisting 
upon my compliance witli his desire. 

I exhausted my invention in endeavours to 
evade his request; but he persecuted ino 
without ceasing; so that I was tain to capi- 
tulate, on condition that he should immediate- 
ly set out for France ; and that he should not 
presume to approach my bed till our arrival 
at Calais. We accordingly departed for that 
kingdom ; and, far from infringing the least 
article of our treaty, his lordship did not in- ^ 
sist upon his privilege before we reached this * 
capitm of Prance. 

Meanwhile, I began to foel the effect of 
my passion in a very interesting manner, and 
communicated my dis'^overy to the dear author 
of it, who would not leave me in such an af- 
fecting situation, but took the first opportuni- 
ty of following us to France. 

In our road to Paris, we stopped to visit 
Chantilly, a magnificent chatoau belonging 
to thq prince of Conde, and there met by 
accident with some English noblemen, to 
whom I was known. The prince and his 
sisters invited me very politely into the gal- 
lery, where th^ sat. They compliinentcd 
roe on my person, and seemed to admire my 
dress, which was altogether new to them, \ 
being a blue English riding-habit, triimn«^d 
with gold, and a nat with a feather. They 
were particularly well pleased with my hair, 
which hung down to my waist, and pressed 
me to stay a fortnight at their house ; an in- 
vitation which 1 was very much mortified at 
being obliged to refuse, beciiuse iny lord did 
not imderstand the French language. 1 was 
enchanted with the place and the company, 
the womdii being amiable, and the men polite; 
nor were they strangers to my name and 
story : for Mr S-— — , calling at the sarno 
place a few days after, they rallied him on 
my account. 

When we arrived at Paris, the first thing 
I did was to metamorphose myself into a 
Frenchwoman. 1 cut off my hair, hid a very 
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good complexion of my own with rouge, was dearer to me than all the princes in the 
reconciled myself to powder, which 1 Md world. 

never used before, put on a robe with a large While 1 waa happily engaged in these 
hoop, and went to the Thuilleries, full of ravishing parties, my little ford wae em- . 
spirits and joy ; for, at that time, every thing ployed in efforts to recover his health by 
conspired to make me happy ; I had nealth, restoratives, and I know not what : for he 
youth, and beauty, love, vanity, and afflurace, still lamented the enfe^ling e^cts of his 
and found myself surrounded with diversions, passion, and complained tliat he loved me 
which were gay, new, and agreeable. My more like an angel than a woman, though he 
appearance drew upon me the eyes of the strove to govern his affections according to i 
whole company, who considered me as a' the doctrines of the Christian religion, as he 
stranger, but not a foreigner, so completely regulated his life bV the maxims of Charles, 
was I equipped in the fashion of the Ironch: Xll. of Sweden. , The meaning of this de- 
and when they understood who I was, they< claration 1 could never learn ; and, indeed, 
applauded ray person with the. most lavisn 1 have been often tempted to believe he had 
encomiums, according to their known polite- no meaning at all. 
ness. Be that as it will, I found my size visibly 

After having spade a circuit round all the increasing, and my situation extremely un> 
public places of entertainment in Paris, I' easy, on account of the perpettW wrangling 
was introduced into company by an Englisli ' which prevailed betwixt us, in consequence 
family residing in that city ; and, among of his desiring to sleep with me again, after 
others, became acquainted with a French we had parted beds for the second time: and, 
lady, whoso channs were remarkably attrac- that I might be no longer exposed to such a 

tive. The duke of K was her admirer; disagr^able persecution, I resplved to leave 

but she lived in reputation with her mother him, though at the hazard of ray life, 
and an agreeable sister, whose lover was the Tlius <tetennined, I went to the British 

prince or C , for almost every lady in ambassador in a hackney coach ; and, in 

France has her aimant. order to duguiso my youth, which miglit 

With this charming woman, whose name have prepossessed him against my judgment, 
was Madame de la T— I often made muffled myself up in a black hood, which 
parties of pleasure. The duke, Mr S—:; — , (as he said) instead of lending an air of 
she, and 1, used to meet in the Bois de Bdu- gravity to my countenance, added a wildness 
logne, which is , a pleasaht wood at a smaU to my looks, which was far from being dis- 
distance from Paris, whither the company agreeable. He bad been a gallant man in 
repairs in the summer-season for the benent his youth', and even then, though well stricken 
of the air; and, after having amused ouK in yeare, was not insensible to the power of 
selves among the groves, embarked in his beauty. This disposition, perhaps, rendered 
grace’s equipage, wliich was extremely ete- him more favourable to my cause, though he 
gant, being a calash drawn by six fine long- at first advised me to return to my husband ; 
tailed grays, adorned with ribbons in tho but finding me obstinate, he undertook to 
French taste ; and thus we wore conducted serve me in my own way, and procure a pro- 
to a little enchanted, or at least enchanting, tection ftom tw Frencli king, by virtue of 
palace, possessed by the duke, at one end of which I coiild live at Paris unmolested by 
the town. The lower apartment, approprii^- my lord: Nevertheless, he advised me (if T 
cd to me, was furnished with yellow and was determine;} to leave him) to make the best 
silver, the bed surrounded with looking- of my way to England, and sue fora divorce, 
glasses, and the door opened into the garden, I relished his opinion, and concealed my- 
faid out in a cradle walk, and intervening self about three days in Paris, during which 
parterres of roses and otlier flowers, Abovo I borrowed some linen ; jfbr, as it was im- 
stairs my female companion lodged in a possible, to convey any thing out of my own 
chamber furnished with chintz. We supped house without suspicion, 1 had neither clothes 
all togetlier in the saloon, which, though for my aceommodation, nor a servant to wait 
small, was perfectly elegant. The compemjT upon me. 

was always good humoured, the conversation In this solitary condition I took the road 
sprightly and joyous, and the scene, though to Flanders, after 1 had put my lord upon a 
often repeated, still delightful and enter*- wrong scent, by writing a letter to him, dat- 
tainlng. ed at Calais, and travelled through an un- 

At other times Mr and I used to known country, without any other attendant 

pass our evenings at the palace of the prince than the postillion, being su^cted to this in- 

of C , which his highness lent us for our convenience by the laws of France, whiclj 

accommodation. The apartments opened into are^so severe iq some particulars, that if 
tlie gardens of the Luxembourg^ and were, any person had been apprehended with n^| 
in point of magnificence, suitable to the he Would have suflfered death, for going 
owner. Thither I used t6 repair in a flam- with a man’s wife ; though any man miglft 
ing equipage, on pretence of visiting, and go to bed with the some woman, without fear 
spent the best part of the night with him Who 1 pf incurring any legal punishment. 
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I proceeded night and day without inter- me the whole night without intermission, and 
mission, tliat 1 might the sooner reach f^an- shake my pillow from time to time, that 1 
ders, where I knew I should be safe ; and as might not sleep, while he tormented me with 
the nights were excessively cold, 1 was &in his disagreeable expostulations. I liave been 
to wrap myself up in flannel, which I bought often frightened almost out of my senses, at 
for the purpose, os I had no clothes to keep seeing him convulsed with the most un- 
me warm, and travdlled in an open chaise, reasonable passion ; and cha^ned^ to the 
While we passed, through dreaiy woods, highest degree of disgust, to find (by repeated 
quite remote from the habitations of men, 1 observation) bis disposition so preposterous, 
was not without apprehensions of being that his satisfaction and displeasure never 
stripped and murdered by the postiUion ; and, de^nded upon the cause he had to be satis- 
in all probability, owed my safety to the in- fied or disobliged ; but, on the contrary, 
digence of my appearance, whicn might also when he had most reason to be pleased, he 
protect me in two miserable places, where I was always most discontented, and very 
was obliged to lie, before I got out of the often in good humour, when he bad reason 
territories of France ; for, as I could not enough for vexation, 
reach the great towns where I intended to Wnile 1 lived in Poland street, I was en- 
lodge, I was under the necessity of putting gaged with lawyers, and so often visited by 
up at little wretched hovels, w6ere no pro- my father, that 1 coujd not dedicate whole 
vision was to be had, but sour brown bread, time as usual to iny lover, nor was it con- 
and sourer ckeese ; aiideveiy thing seemed to venient that he should be seen in my com- 
denote the dens of despair and assassination, pany ; he therefore took a small house at 
I made shift, however, to subsist on this Camterwell, whither I went as often as i 
fare, uncomfortable as4t was, confiding ip had an opportunity ; and maintained the cor- 
the meanness of my equipage for the security respondence with such eagerness and in- 
of my person ; and at length arriving at dust^, that, although I was six months gone 
Brussels, fixed my quarters in the Hotel de with child, I have often, by myself, set out 
Flandre (so well known, to the. English for bis habitation, in a hackney-coach, at 
since), where I thought myself extremely eleven o’clock at night, and returned by six 
happy in the accomplishment of mv flight, in the morning, that 1 might be in my own 
I ^ not been two full days in this place, bed. when my Mher came to see me; for 1 
when 1 was blessed with the sight of my concealed mv amour, as well as the efiects 
lover, who followed mo on the wings of love, of it, from his . know) edge, and frequently 
in pursuance of the plan we had projected took water from the bridge, that my motions 
before my departure from Paris. ’ Here we might not be discovered. Nothing but the 
concerted measures for proceeding to Eng- most passionate love could have supported 
land. 1 hired a tall fine^ Liegeoise for my my spirits under such vicissitudes of mtigue, 
maid ; and, scttii^ out for Qstend, we em- or enabled my admirer to spend whole days 
barked in a vessel, in which Mr S — — > — had by himself in such a solitary retirement, 
bespoke our passage. Our voyage was short By this time, my lord was arrived in Eng- 
and prosperous, and our time most agreeably land, and employed in discovering the place 
spent in the company of my dear partner, of my retreat ; so that I lived in continual 
who was a most engaging man in all respects,, darm,^and provided myself with a speaking 
as I dare say my lady O— has since found | iriimpet, which stood by my bed-side, to be 
him. . i calling for assistance, in case my 

1 assumed a fictitious name, todic private/' pursuer should make an attack upon my 
lodgings in Poland street, retained lawyer^, ] losings. 

and commenced a suit for scparatioi^agaitist This situation being e;Ktremely uncomfort- 
my lord. I communicated the reasons qf my able, I bad no sooner begun my process 
elopement 1x) my ^father, who was shocked a^inst hhn, than 1 put myself entirely under 

and surprised at my conduct, which he con^ toe protection of Mr S ; who conducted 

demned with expressiohis of sorrow and re- me to the bouse of a friend of his who lived 
sentment. But the step was taken ; nor did in the country, Where I was secure from the 
I repent of what I haa done, except on his attempte of my husband. ' 
account. ' ’ The world had now given me up, and I 

In mbrn^n^iSifJier my arrival at London, bad renounced the world with the most per- 
I wajl^ upon lUfc lord-ch; ;fjui^tice, to whom ffect resignation. I weighed in my breast 
I cpnoiptsjn^ of the usage I had received what I should lose in point of cWacter, with 
frem .ro^ ftM^ whore temper was teasing, what I. suffered in my peace at horiie, and 
tiresomey /mn'ihl^leifthly Capricious. Indeed, found that my reputation was not to be pre- 
his behavlpnir was a strange compound of served, except at the expense of my quiet 
madness and. ^lly, seasoned with a small (Ifor his loi^shipWas.ndt disposed to make me 
proportion of jrejM: no wonder then that I, ea^, bad I been ever so discreet). 1 there- 
who am hot and^'hosty, should be wretched fore determined to give up a few ceremonial 
under the perseciitiou of such a perverse hu- visits and empty professions, for the more 
•mourist, who used to terrify me, and scold at substantial enjoyments of life. 
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We passed our lime very agreeably 'in j 
various amusements with this iViend or Mr 
S-^ — , until the term of my reckoning was 
almost expired, then retumea to London, and 
took lodgings in Southampton^street, where 
1 began to make the preparations for the ^ 
preaching occasion. Here 1 proposed to live 
with the utmost circumspection. I disguised 
my name, saw nobody but my lawyer and 
lover, and never approached the win&>w, lest 
1 should be discovered by accident. 

Notwithstanding these precautions, my 
French maid, whom 1 had sent fbr some of 
my clothes, was dogged in her return, and 
next morning my lord took my lodgings by 
storm. Had he given the assault in his own 
erson only, 1 make no doubt but he would 
ave suffered a repulse from the opposition 
of the Liegeoise, who made all the resistance 
in hpr power ; but was obliged to give way 
to superior numbers. 

I was at that time a-bed, and hearing an 
unusual noise below, rung my bell, in order to 
know the cause of such msturbance. I drew 
my curtain at the same time, and who should 
I see entering rny chamber but. his lordship, . 
attended by a constable, and the footman 
who had discovered my retreat ! 

Such an unexpected visit could not fail to 
affect me with surprise and consternation: 
however, 1 summoned all my fbrtitude to my 
aid, and perceiving the fellows were about to 
open my window-shutters, desired their prin^ 
cipal to order them down stairs. He readily 
complied with my request, and sitting down 
by my bedside, told me with an air of tnumpb, 
that he had found me at last ; ' and I frankly 
owned, that 1 was heartily sorry for his suc- 
cess. Instead of upbraiding me with mv 
escape, he proceeded to entertain me with 
all the news in town, and ^vc me a minute 
detail of every thing that Happened to him 
since our parting ; among other articles of 
intelligence, giving me to understand, that 
he haa challenged Mr S — , who refused to 
fight him, and was in disgrace with the prince 
of W on that account/ 

But here his lordship did not strictly ad- 
here to tlie naked truth : he had Indeed, be- 
fore our departure from the country, gone to 
my lover, and insisted upon having satis- 
faction in Hyde Park, two days from the 
date of his denaand, and at three o’clock in 
the afternoon ; S— — , believing him in 
earnest, accepted the invitation ; though he 
observed, that these a^airs could not te dis- 
cussed too soon, and wished the time of meeU 
ing might be at an earlier hour. But his 
lordship did not choose to alter the circum- 
stances of his firat proposal ; and, when ho 
went away, said he should expect him at the 
appointed time and place, if it did not rain- 

His antagonist gave me an account of tlie 
conversation, when I aasored him the whole 
business would end in smoke. Accordingly, 
my lord sent him a letter on Monday, de 


siring that the assignation might be deferred 
till Thursday, that he might have time to 
settle his affairs, and' pay o-— ^ a hundred 
ounds, which he had formerly borrowed of 
im. When Thursday came, he was favour- 
edwith another epistle,, importing, that the 
challenger bad changed his mind, and would 
seek satisfaction at law. Thus ended that 
heroic exploit, which his lordship now boast- 
ed of with such arrogant misrepresentation. 

‘ Whilst he regaled me with these interest- 
ing particulars,! was contriving a scheme to 
iVuetrate the discovery he had made ; so that 
1 did not contradict' big assertions, but told 
him, that, if he would go down stairs, 1 
would rise and come to breakfast. He con- 
sented to this proposal with great cheerful- 
ness ; and 1 own 1 was not a little surprised 
to find him, at this first interview, in as good 
a humour os if nothing had happened to in- 
terrupt the felicity of our matrimonial unicn. 

It cost 'me' some invention to conceal my 
condition &om his notice, being now within 
a week of the expected crisis ; but I knew I 
had to do with a man. of no great penetration, 
and succeeded in my attempt accordingly. 
We breakftisted with great harmony, and I 
invited him to dinner, after having prevailed 
upon him to send away his myrmidons, 
whom, nevertheless, he ordered to return at 
eleven o’clock at night. We conversed to- 

f ither with great gaiety and mirth. When 
rallied him for visiting me in such a dis- 
habile, he stood a tip^toe to view himself in 
the glass ; and, owning 1 was in the right, 
said be would go and dress himself before 
dinner. • 

He accordingly went away, charging my 
maid to give him entrance at his return ; and 
be was no sooner gone than I wrote to Mr 
giving him an account of what had 
happened. Then, without having determin- 
ed upon any certain plan, I huddled on my 
clotlies, muffled myself up, and calling a 
chair, went to the next tavOrn, where I staid 
no longer than was sufficient to change my 
vehicle ; and, to the astonishment of the 
drawers, who could not conceive the meaning 
of my pertur^tion, proceeded to a shop 
in the neighbourhood, where I dismissed 
my second chair, and procured a hackney 
coach, in which I repaired to the lodgings of 
my lain^er, 'whom I could trust. Having 
made him acquainted with the circumstances 
of my distress, and consulted him about a 
proper place of retreat, after some recol- 
lection, be directed me to a little house in a 
court, to which, by the assistance of my 
lover, my woman and clothes were safely 
conveyed that same evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner, ac- 
coirding to invitation, and did not seem at all 
alarms when my maid told Inm I was gone, 
but stepped to my lawyer, to know if he 
thought I should return. Upon his answer, 
ing' in the affirmative, and advising his lord- 
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ship to go back in the mean time, and eat 
the dinner 1 had provided, he very ddiber- 
atcly took his advice, made a very hearty 
meal, drank his bottle of wine, and,, as I did 
not return accordii^ to his expectation, 
withdrew, in order to consult his associates. 

This motion of his fumishodumy woman 
with an opportuttity of making her retreat; 
and, when he returned at night, the coast 
was clear, and he found nobody in the house 
but a porter, who had been left to take care 
of the furniture. He was so enraged at this 
disappointment, that be made a hinouS noise, 
which raised the whole noighbotirhood, rein* 
forced his crew with the authority of a justice 
of the peace, tarried in the street till three 
o'clock in the morning, discharged a lodging 
he had hired at a barber’s shop opposite to 
the house from which I had escaped, and re- 
tired with the comfortable reflection of having 
done every thing which man could dp to re- 
trieve me. 

The hurry of spirits and surprise I had 
undergone in efiecting'this retreat, produced 
such a disorder in my constitution, that I 
began to fear 1 should be delivered before 1 
could be provided with necessaries for the 
occasion. 1 signified my apprehension to 
Mr S i who, with infinite core and con- 

cern, endeavoured to find a more cemvenient 
place ; and, after all his inquiries, was oblig- 
ed to fix upon a paltry apartment in the eitv, 
though his tenderness was oxti^pmely BhocK- 
ed at the necessity of choosing it. Ilowcver, 
there was no remedy, nor time to be lost: to 
this miserable habitation I was carried in a 
hackney coach ; and, thfough extremely ill, 
bore my fate with spirit and resignation, in 
testimony of ray sincere and indelible at- 
tachment to mv lover, for whose ease and 
pleasure I could have suffered every incon- 
venience, and even sacrificed my life. 

Immediately after 1. had taken possession 
of my wretch^ apartment, I was constrained 
by my indisposition to gp to bed, and send 
for necessaiy help; and in a few hours .a 
living pled^ of my love and indiscretion 
saw the lignt, though the terrors and fatigue 
1 had undergone had affected this little , in« 
nocent so severely, that it scarce discovered 
any visible signs of life. . . , 

My ^ief at this misfortune' was inexpress- 
ible: 1 forthwith despatched a message to 
the dear, the nn^us fiither, who flew to my 
armSf and s' ''rIB.my sorrow, with all the 
gei^ness of ipve and parental ibndness; 
yet bur fears were (fer that time) happily 
disappointed by tl^ recovery of our infant 
daugJfter, y'as committed to the charge 
of a nurse in . tho neighbourhood $ so that 1 
could every .day ^ satisfied in my inquiries 
about her health. Thus 1 continued a whole 
fortnight in a state pf happiness and tran- 
quillity, being blessed with the conversation 
and tender offices of my admirer, whose love 
and attention I wholly engrossed. In a 


word, he gave up aU business and amusement, 
and concentered all his care, and assiduity in 
ministering^to my ease and satisfaction. And 
sure I had no cause to regret what I had suf- 
fered on his accounts 

But this my agreeable situation was one 
day disturbed by a most alarming accident, 
by which my life was drawn into imminent 
danger. The room under my bed-chamber 
took fiA ; 1 immediately smelled it, and saw 
the people about me in the utmost perplexity 
and coiifitenmtion, though they would not 
own the true cause of their confusion, lest 
iny health should suffer in the fright. Never- 
theless, Lwas so calm in my inquiries, that 
tljpy ventured to tell me my suspicion was 
but too just: upon, which I gave such ^di- 
rections as 1 thought would secure mo from 
catching cold, in case there should be a ne- 
cessity for removing me ; but the fire being 
happily extinguished, 1 escaped that cere- 
mony, which might have cost me my life. 
Indeed it was surprising that the agitation 
of my spirits did not produce some fatal ef- 
fect upon my constitution ; and I ' looked 
upon my deliverance os the protection of a 
particular providence. 

Though 1 escaped the hazard of a sudden 
removal, 1 found it was high time to change 
my lodgings, because the neighbours, rushing 
into the house, upoO the alarm of fire, hod 
discovered my situation, though they were 
ignorant of my name; and I did not ttiink 
myself safe in being the sulnect of their con- 
jectures. Mr S- — , thereforer, procured an- 
other apartment, with better accommodation, 
to which I was carried, as soon as my health 
would admit of my removal; and soon after 
my lord wrote to me by the hands of my law- 
yer, earnestly entreating me to drop my pro- 
secution, and come home. But I would not 
comply with his request; and nothing was 
fartheir firom my intention than the desire of 
receiving any fevours at his hands. 

Thus repulsed, he set on foot a most ac- 
curate search for my person ; in the course 
of which be is said to have detected several 
ladies and young ^Is, who had reasons for 
keeping themselves concealed ; and had like 
.0 have been very severely handled, for his 
impertinent curiosity. Being unsuccessful 
in all bis attempts, he entered into a treaty 
with one Sir R-- H*— , a person of ta very 
indifferent character, who undertook to for- 
nish him with an infallible expedient to dis- 
cover the plac^of my abode, if he would gra- 
tify him with a bond for a thousand pounds ; 
which being executed accordingly, this wor- , 
thy knight advertised mb and my maid in the 
public papers, offering one hundred pounds 
as a reward to any person who should dis- 
close Uie place of our retirement. 

As soon as the paper fell into my hands, I 
was ^ih involved in perplexity; and, being 
afraidof staying in town, resolved, with the 
concurrence of my lover, to accept of an in- 
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’ vitation I had received from the duke of 
K— , who had by this time arrived in Eiiff. 
land, with, that lady whom 1 have already 
mentioned as one of our parties at Paris. 
Having visited my little infant, I next day set 
out for the duke’s countiy seat, which is a 
most elegwt chateau, and stands in a charm- 
ing situation : Mr S- followed in a few 

days. W e met with a very cordial reception ; 
his grace was civil and . good-naUire||d, lived 

nobly, and loved pleasure ; Madame laT 

was formed to please; there was always a' 
OTcat deal of good company in the house ; so 
riiat We passed our time agreeably in playing 
at billiards and cards, hunting, walking, read- 
ing, and conversation. 

Rut my terms of happiness were generally 
of short duration. In the midst of this felicity 
I was overtaken by a most severe kfBiction,' 
in the death of my dear hapless infant, who 
had engrossed a greater share of my tender- 
ness t&n perhaps I even should have paid 
to the oHspring of a legitimate contract; 
because the circumstance of her birth wopld 
have been, an insurmountable misfortune to 
her through the whole course of her life, and 
rendered Tier absolutely dependent on my 
love and protection. 

While 1 still lamented the untimely fete 
of this feir blossom, Lord — came down 
and demanded me as his wife ; but the suit 
which 1 then maintained against him depriv- 
ed him, for the present, of a husband’s 
right ; and therefore the duke would not de«*> 
liver me into his hands. 

• In six months he repeated his visit and 
demand ; and an agreement was patched up, 
in consequence of which I consented to live 
in the same house with him, on condition 
that he should never desire to sleep with me, 
or take any other measure to disturb my 
peace ; otherwise I should be at liberty to 
leave him again, and entitled to the provision 
of a separate maintenance. To these* ar- 
ticles I assented, by the advice of my law- 
yers, with a view of obtaining the payment 
of my pin-money, which I had never receiv- 
ed since our paiting, but subsisted ^ on the 
sale of my jewels, which were very consider- 
able, and had been presented to me with full 
power of alienation. As to my lover,. he 
had no fortune to support me ; and for that 
reason I was scrupulously ci^utious of aug- ^ 
menting his expense. 

We had now ei^oyied each other’s compa- 
ny fbr three yearn, during which our mutual 
passion had sufiered no abatement, nor had 
my happiness been mixed with any consider- 
able alloy, except tluit fete stroke of proi 
vidence which 1 nave.already mentioned, and 
the reflection of the sorrow that my conduct, 
had entailed upon .my dear father, whom 1 
loved beyond expression, and whoin nothing 
could have compelled me to disoblige, but a 
more powerful dame, that prevailed over 
every other consideration. As I was now 


forced to break off this enchanting corres- 
pondence, it is not to be doubted that our 
parting cost us the most acute sens^ions of 
grief and disappointment. However, there 
was no remedy : I tore myself from his arms, 
took my leave of the femily, after having ac- 
knowledged my obligatiohs to the duke, and 
set out for the place of rendezvous, where 1 
was met, by my lord, attended by a steward 
whom he had lately engaged, and who was 
one chief cause of our future separations. 
My lord, having quitted his house in town, 
conducted me to his lodgings in Pall-Mall^ 
and insisted upon sleeping with me the first 
night; but 1 refused to gratify his desire, on 
the authority of our agreement. 

This dispute produced a quarrel, in con- 
sequence of which I attempted to leave the 
house. He endeavouring to prevent my re- 
treat, I fairly locked him in, ran down stairs, 
and, calling a hackney coach, made the best 
of my way into the city, to my father’s lodg- 
ings, where I lay, the family being in town, 
though he himself was in the country. 1 
wrote to him immediately; and, when he 
came to li^ndon, declared my intention of 
separating from my lord; in which, seeing 
me obstinate and determined, he at length 
^cquiesccd, and a formal separation accord- 
ingly. ensued, which at that time I thought 
binding add immutable. ' 

I was now sheltered under the wings of an 
indulgent father, who had taken me into 
favour again,* on the supposition that my 
commerce with Mr * was absolutely at 
an end. Nevertheless, though we had separ- 
ated, in all appearaijce, for ever, we had pre- 
viously agreed to maintain our correspondence 
in private interviews, which should escape 
the notice of the world, with which I was 
again obliged to keep some measures. 

Our parting at the duke of K ’s house 

in the country was attended with all the 
genuine marks of sincere and reciprocal af- 
fection, and I lived ip the sweet hope of 
seeing him again, in all the transport of his 
former passion, when my lawyer, who re*, 
ceived my letters, brought me a billet one 
night, just as I had gone to bed. Seeing the 

superscription of S *s batidwriting, 1 

opened it with all the im^tience of an 
absent lover; but how shall L describe the 
astonishment and consternation with which 
r was seized, when I perused the contents ! 
In8tea4 of the most tender vows and pro- 
testations, ' this fetal epistle began with, 
Madam j the best thing pm can do is to 
return' to your father ^ or some cold and 
kftling expression to that effect. ^ 

Hea^nVuiil' earthl what did I feel 
dire copjunctnfel The light forsook my eyes, 
a cold sweat bedewed irty limbs, and I was 
overwhelmed with such a torrent of sorrow 
:and six^rise, that every body present believed 
I would have died under the violent agitation. 
They endeavoured to support niy spirits with 
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repeated draughts of strong liquor, which 
had no sensible effect upon-my constitution, 
though for eight whole years I had drank 
notliing stronger than water ; and I must 
have infallibly perished in the first ecstasy of 
iny grief, had it noj made its way in a fit of 
tears and exclamation, in which I continued 
all night, to the amazement of the family, 
whom my condition had alarmed, and raised 
from their repose. My father was the only 
person who guessed the cause of my af- 
diction ; he said he was sure I had received 
some ill usage in a letter or message from 

that rascal S (so he termed him in the 

bitterness of passion). 

At mention of jthat name my agony re- 
doubled to such a degree, that all who were 
present wept at sight of my deplorable con- 
dition. My poor father shed a flood of tears, 
and conjured mq to tell him the cause of my 
disquiet ; upon which, rather than confess 
the truth, I amused his concern, by pretend- 
ing that my lover was ill. The whole fhmily 
having .staid by me tiU I was a little more 
composed, left me to the care of ^my maid, 
who put me into bed about six in the morning, 
but I enjoyed no rest; I revolved every 
circumstance of my conduct, endeavouring 
to find out the cause of this fatal change in 
S— *s disposition ; and as I could. recollect 
nothing which could justly give offence, con- 
cluded that some malicious person had abused 
his ears with stories to my prejudice. 

With this conjecture I got ‘ up, and sent 
my lawyer to him with a letter, wherein I 
insisted upon seeing him, that I might have 
an opportunity of justifying myself in person; 
a task which would be easily performed, as I 
had never offended, but in loving too well. 
1 waited with the most anxious impatience 
for the return of my messen^r, who brought 
me an answer couched in the coldest terms 
of civility which indifference could dictate; 
acknowledging, however, that lie had nothing 
to lay to my charge, but that it wa.s for the 
good of us both we should part. He ought 
to have reflected on that before, not after I 
iiad sacrificed my all for his love ; 1 was well 
nigh distracted by this confirmation of his 
inconstancy ; and I wonder to this day how 
1 retained the use of my reason under such 
circumstances of horror and despair ! My 
grief laid aside ail decorum and restraint ; I 

told ray father iHat S was dying, and 

that 1 woul ' visit him with (dl expedition. 

Startled at thepropoisal, this careful parent 
dcuibostrated the fatal consequence of such 
an step, reminded me of the dif- 

licoity'wfth which be Iwd prevailed upon my 
mother and iuncle to forgive, n^y former im- 
prudeace^^ observed intention was to 

C^irry me tete the country next day, in order 
to effect a pc^efiit7ii^oaiciliation ; but now I 
was on the bHnk of forfeiting all pretensions 
to their regard, by cojmmitting another fatal 
error, whi^ could not possibly be retrieved ; 


and that, for his part, whatever pangs it 
might cost him, he was resolved to banish 
me fVom his sight for ever. 

While he uttered this declaration, the 
tears trickled down his cheeks, and he seem- 
ed overwhelmed with the keenest sorrow and 
mortification ; so it may be easily conceived 
what were the impressions of rny grief, rein- 
forced witli the affliction of a father whom I 
dearly loved, and the consciousness of being 
the cause of all his disquiet ! I was struck 
dumb with remorse and woe ; and, when 1 
recovered the use of speech, 1 told him how 
sensible I was of his great goodness and 
humanity, and owned how little I deserved 
his favour and affection : that the sense of 
my own unworthiness was one cause of my 
present distraction; for such was the con- 
dition of my fate, that I must cither see 
E— or die. I said, though I could not 
expect his forgiveness, I W'as surely worthy 
of his compassion ; that nothing but the 
most irresistible passion could have misled 
me at the first from ray duty, or tempted me 
to incur the least degree of his displea-sure ; 
that the same fetal influence still prevailed, 
and would, in all probability, continue to 
the grave, which was the only abode in 
which I hoped for peace. 

While 1 expressed myself in this manner, 
my dear good father wept with the ino.«t 
tender sympathy, and, saying I might do as I 
pleased, for he had done with me, quitted 
the room, leaving me to the cruel sensations 
of my own heart, which almost bursted \idlh 
anguish, upbraiding me with a fault which I 
could not help committing. 

1 immediately hired a chariot and six, and 
would liavc set out by myself, had iiot my 
father^s affection, which all my errors could 
not cflace, provided an attendant, tie saw 
me quite delirious and desperate ; and there- 
fore fngaged a relation of rny own to ac- 
company and take care of me in this rash 
expedition. 

During this journey, which lasted two 
days, 1 felt no remission of grief and anxiety, 
but underwent the most intolerable sorrow 
and suspense : at last wc arrived at a little 
house cal}cd the Hut, on Salisbury plain, 
where, in the most frantic agitation, I wrote 
a letter to S — — , describing the miserable 
condition to which I was reduced by his un- - 
kindness, and desiring to sec him with the 
most carnet solicitat'ons. 

. This billet I committed to the care of my 
attendant, and laid strong injunctions upon 

him to tell Mr S my injuries wore so 

.great, and my despair so violent, that, if he 
did not fevqur me with o visit, I would go to 
hull, though at his sister’s house, where he 
then was. 

He received my message with groat cold- 
ness, and told my friend, that if I would 
return to Ijondon without insisting upon the 
interview 1 demanded, he would, in a little 
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kindly- invited inu to Bup with bis wife at his 
house. 1 accepted the invitation, without 
any apprehension of tho consequence ; . ^ind, 
when I went to the place, was introduced 
into an apartment munificently lighted up 
(I suppose) for my reception. 

After 1 had stajd alone tor some time in 
this mysterious situation, without seeing a 
living soul, my inviter appeared, and said, he 
hoped I would not take it amiss that he, and 
1 were to sup by ourselves, us he had some- 
thing to say, which could not be so properly 
communicated before company or servants. 
I then, for the first time, perceived his drift, 
to my no small surprise and indignation ; and, 
with evident marks of displeasure, told him, 
I was sure he had nothing to propose that 
would be agreeable to rny inclination, and 
that 1 would immediately leave the house : 
upon which he gave me to understand, that 1 
could not possibly retire, because he had sent 
away my chair, and all his iservants were dis- 
posed to obey his orders. 

Incensed at this declaration, which 1 con- 
sidered os an insult, 1 answered with an air 
of Tesolution — ^it was very well ; I despised 
his contrivance, and was afraid of nobody. 
Seeing me thus alarmed, he assured me I had 
no reason to be afraid ; that, he had loved me 
long, and could find no otlier opportunity of 

declaring his passion. He said, the q 

liad told him that Lord had renewed his 

addresses to me ; and as he understood from 
my own mouth, my correspoadcnce with 
>vas absolutely broken off, he thought 
himself as well entitled as another to my 
regard. In conclusion, (ic told me, that I 
might command his purse, and that he had 
power enough to bring me into the world 
again with eclat. To these advances I re- 
plied, that he was very inucli mistaken in 
his opinion of my character, if he imagined I 
was to be won by any temptations of fortune 
— and very frankly declared, that I would 
rather give myself to a footman, than sell 
myself to a prince. 

Supper being served, we eat down together, 
but I would neither eat nor drink any thing 
except a little bread and water ; for I was an 
odd whimsical girl, and it came into my head, 
that he. might perhaps have mixed something 
in the victuals or wine, which would alter my 
w^' of thinking. , In short, finding himself 
' ba^ed in all endeavours, he permitted me 
. about twetv. croiock to depart in peace, and 
'gave up his as a di.tiperatc cause. 

‘ Tb\i 0 uncomfortable life did I lead for a 
whote twelvemonth, without feeling the least 
ahat^^ttv of melancholy. Finding my- 
self worn to a-.sfcletoh, I resumed my former 
reaolt^n of try to pt^fit by cmge of. 
place, ' Shd aethaHy; .went abroad, with, no 
attendantlQiaii rny woman, and the ut.' 
most infiifi^lhenc^ for life. My .intentioh was 
to gone td ^t^e south of France, where 
I thopjgpht 1 coul4‘hive,suhsisted.pn the little ! 


1 had left, which amounted to five hundred 
pounds, until the issue of my law-suit, by 
which I hoped to obtain some provision fiom 
my lord ; and, without all doubt, my expecta- 
tion would have been answered, had 1 put 
this my plan in execution ; but, being at Paris, 
from whence 1 purposed to set forward iff a 
few days, 1 sent to M. E — , who' had been 
formerly intimate with my father, and shown ' 
me many civilities during my first residehce 
in Prance. • ' 

This gentleman favoured me with a' visit ; . 
and, when I made him acquainted with my 
scheme, dissuaded me from it, as an uiicbm- 
fortable determination. He advised me tff 
stay at Paris, where, witli good economy, I 
could liv^ as cheap as in any other place, 
and enjoy the conversation and countenance 
of my friends, among which number he de- 
clucd himself one of the most faithful. He 
^nred me, that 1 should be always welcome 
to his table, and want for nothing. He pro- , 
mised to recommend me as U lodger to a 
friend of his with whom I would live in a fru- 
gal and decent manner ; and observed, that, 
as the woman was well known and esteemed 
by all the English company in Paris, it would 
be the most reputable step 1 could take (con- 
sidering my youth and situation), to lodge 
with a creditable person, who could answer 
for my conduct. Thus persuaded, I very, 
simply followed his advice— I say simply, . 
because, notwithstanding his representations, 

I soon found my money inolt away, without 
any prospect of a fret'll supply. In lic!;t of - 
this, however, I passc-d my time very agree- 
ably in several English and some French - 
families, where, in a little time, I became , 
quite intimate, saw a great deal of company, 
and was treated with the utmost polttenesjs^ 
and regard : yet, in the midst of these plea- . 
stires, many a melancholy sigh would rise at 
thereipembrajicc of my beloved S— -,wbam, 
for several years, I could not recollect with- 
out omotion'^but time, company, amusements, 
and change of place, ih a great measure dis- 
sipated these ideas, and enabled mo to bear 
my fete with patienca and resignation. 

On my last arrival at Paris, I was surround- 
ed by a cr<iwd:of professed admirers, who 
sighed and - flatteren in the usual forms ; but 
besides that my hemrt was not in a cOndition^ 
to contract new enga^ments, 1 was proipos- 
scssed f^nst them all, by sbppostng tkikt" 
tliey presumed upon the knowledge of fny 
indiscretion with S— ; and , th^fojro re- 
jected their addresses with detd^^^QU Ond v 
dlsdiuh ; — for, ila I. have already bb^r^fi,^!' 
was not to be won but by t^e appearance. of 
esteem, , and the most respeotnd /caTria^.; 
and though, by'a^felse step, I had, in my Wn / 
opinio^r d)y tWe.^ to the one, 1 . wa? 

resblvedJ^tb.fUscduraip th^Vadvanc^^^ of arty , 
man who sfebmed deficient m thb other. j 
Ih this^manner my iyejfb oneS^ one.,,, 
repuliaedi i|lniost aa «b<m las tfi^ pt^sento^r 
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themcielvea ; and I preserved tiie indepen- 
dence of my heart, until I became acquainted 
Vrith a certain peer, whom I often saw at the 
house of Mrs P — , an English lady then rqsi- 
dent at Paris, ; Thia young nobleman pro- 
fessed himself deeply enamoured of me, in a 
‘ style so different from that of my other ad- 
mirers, thit, I heard his protestations without 
N dis^t; and, though my inclinations \l;^ere 
StiU'free, could not fin<| in ray heart to dis- 
countenance his addresses, which were pre- 
ferred with the most engaging modesty, dis- 
interestedness, and respect. 

By these never-failing arts, he gradually 
conquered my indifference, and gamed the 
preference in my esteem from Lord C — ^y 
and the Prince of C — , who were at that time 
his rivals. But what contributed more than 
any consideration to his success was, his de- 
claring openly, that he would marry me with- 
out hesitation, as soon as 1 could obtain a 
divorce from my present husband, which^ in 
ajl probability, might have been easily pro- 
cured ; fbr, before I left England, Lord — - 
had offered me five thousand pounds, if 1 
would consent to such a mutual release, that 
he might be at liberty to espouse one Miss 

W of Kent, to whom he then made love 

upon honourable terms ; but 1 was fool enough 

to refuse his proposal by the advice of S : 

and whether or not his lordship, finding it 
impracticable to wed his new mistress, b(^n 
to make love upon another footing, I know 
no^ ; but, certain it is, the mother forbade 
him the house, a circumstance which he took 
so heinously ill, that he appealed to tlic world 
in a public advertisement, beginning with, — 
‘‘ Whereas, for some timc,l have passionately 
loved Mies W— , and, upon roy not comply- 
ing with the mother’s proposals, they have" 
, turned me out of doors — this is to justify,” &c. 

This declaration, signed with his name, 
was actually printed in a number of detached 
advertisements, which he ordered to be dis- 
tributed to the public ; and afterwards, being 
convinced by- some of his friends that he had 
done a very silly thing, he recalled them at 
half a guinea a-piece : a copy of one of them 
was sent to me at Paris, and I believe my 
fathef has now one of the originals in his 
possession. After this wise vindication of 
his Conduct, he made an ittonipt to carry off 
the lady from church by force of arms ; but 
‘she was rescued by the neighbours, headed 
by her brother, wto being an attorney, had 
like to have imade his lordship smart severely 
. for thhi exj^biL 

'> Meanwhile, my new admfrer had made 
aome progress in my heart ; and, my finances 
- being exhausted, I was reduced to the alter- 

; native of returning to Lord again, er 

accepting Eari B-w - *a love.. When my 
i firirs were brought to- that issue, I made ho 
hesitation in my choic<pntting myself unimr 
the protection of a man of, honour, whqm .1 
esteemed^ r^her ihan aufibr every sqrf .of 

V*; ■> :2 


mortification from a person who was the ob- 
ject of my- abhorrence and contempt. Froip 
a mistaken pride, I chose to liva\in Lord 
B — *s house, rather than be maintained at his 
expense in any other place. We spent seve- 
ral months agreeably in balls and other di- 
versions, visited Lord B~k, who Jived at the 
distance of a fevy leagues from Paris, and staid 
some days at his house, where the entertain- 
ment was, in all respects, delightful, elegant, 
and refined. Their habitation was the ren-, ' 
dezvous of tin? best company in Prance ; and ' 
Lady B — k maintained the same superiority , 
in her own sex, for which her lord is so justly 
distinguished among the men. 

About Christmas we set out fbr England, 
accompanied by a little North Briton, who 

lived with Lord B as his companion, and 

did not at all approve of our correspondence : 
whether out of real friendship fbr his patron, 
or apprehension that in time I might super- 
sede his own influence with my lord, I shall 
not pretend to determine. Be that as it will, 
the frost was so severe, that we were detained 
ten days at Calais before we could get out of 
the harbour ; and, during that time, 1 reflected 
seriously on what my new lover had proposed. 
As he was very young, and imacquainted 
with the world, 1 thought my story might 
have' escaped him ; and therefore determined . 
to give him a faithful detail of the whole, that 
he might not have any thing to reproacii me 
with in the sequel ; besides, 1 did not think it 
honest to engage him to do more for me than 
he might afterwards, perhaps, think 1 was 
worth. Accordii^ly I communicated to him 
every particular or ny life ; and the narration, 
far from altering his sentiments, rather con- 
firmed hia good opinion, by exhibiting an un- 
doubted proof of my frankness and smeerity. 
In short, he behaved with such generosity, as 
made an absolute conquest of iny heart : but 
my love was of a different kind from that 
which had formerly reigned within my breast, 
being founded upon the lyormest gratitude 
and esteem, exclusive of any other consider- 
ation, though his person was very agreeable 
and his address engaging. 

When wd arrived in England, I went di- 
rectly to his country sea^ about twelve miles 
from London, where he soon joined, me, and 
we lived some time in perfect retirement, bis 
relations being greatly alarmed with the ap- 
prehension that liord — ~ would bring ah 
action against him, thoujp^i he himself desired 
nothing more, and- lived so easy under that 
expectation, that they soqn laid aside their 
fears on his .account 

^ We were visited by' Mr H- — B— — , a 
illation of my lord, and one Mr R— - of the 
guards^ who, with the little Scotchman, and . 
my lovefi made an agreeable set, among 
Wnom t enjoyed ^hunting, and all manner of ; 

^ntiy diversions. As to Mr H — ^ B 

it ever there was perfection in one inan,- it 
'eeiiter^d in biiri; or, at least, he, of all the ' 
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men I ever know, approached nearest to that 
idea which I had conceived of a perfectcha- 
racter. He was botli good and great, pos- 
sessed an uncommon genius, and the best of 

hearts. Mr R was a very sociable man, 

had a good person, and cultivated understand- 
ing ; and my lord w*as excessively good hu- 
moured : — so that, with such coinpanions, no 
place could be dull or insipid. For my own 
part, I conducted the family ; and, as I en- 
deavoured to. please and make every , body 
happy, i had the good fortune to succeed. 

Mr B- told me, that, before he saw me, 

he heard I was a fool ; but finding (as he was 
pleased to say), that I had been egregiously 
misrepresented, he courted my friendship, 
and a correspondence commenced between 
118 : indeed, it was impossible for any person 
to know him, without entertaining the utmost 
esteem and veneration for his virtue. 

After I had lived some time in this agree- 
able retreat, my husband began to make a 
bustle. He sent a message, demanding mo 

from Lord B ; then came in person, with 

his nightcap in his pocket, intending to have 
staid all night, had he been askeu, and at- 
tended by a relation, whom he assured that 
I was very fond of him, and detained by force, 
from his arms. • 

Finding himself disappointed in his ex- 
])cctations, he commenced a law-suit against 

Lord B , though not for a divorce, as we 

desired, but with a view to reclaim me as his 
lawful wife. His lawyers, however, attempt- 
ed to prove criminal conversition, in hopes 
of extorting money from my lover : but their 
endeavours were altogether fruitless ; for no 

servant of Lord B ’s or mine could with 

justice say we were ever seen to trespass 
against modesty and decorum ; so that the 
plain tifiT was nonsuited. 

While this cause was depending, all my 
lover’s friends expressed fear and concern for 
the issue, while he himself behaved with the 
utmost resolution, and gave me such con- 
vincing proofs of a strong and steady affec- 
tion, as augmented my gratitude, and rivetted 
tho ties cf my love, which was unblemished, 
faithful, and sincere. 

Soon after this event, I was seized with a 
violent fit of illness, in which I was visited 
by my father, and attended by two physicians, 
one of whom despaired of my life, and took 

his leave accordingly; but Dr S , who 

was the otheri* persisted in his attendance, 
arid, in all nuumn api)<' a ranee, saved my life; 
a' circumstance by which he acquired a great 
share of reputation ; yet, notwithstanding all 
his 'abii/istailce, 1 was confined to my bed for 
ten weeks ; during which Lord B — — ’s grief 
was iirt'moderato, fiis care and generosity un- 
limited. While I lay in this extremity, Mr 
S-* — pentetrated-by my melancholy condi- 
tion, which revivetd his tenderness,' beggdd 
leave to be admitted to my presence ; and 
Lord B— ~ would have complied with his 


request, had I not been judged tpo weak to 
bfear the shock of such an inlcrview. Myvi 
constitution, however, agreeably disappointed 
their fears ; and the fever, had no sooner left ' 
me, than 1 was removed to a hunting seat 
belonging to my lover, from whence, after I 
had recovered my strength, we went to B — ^ 
castle, where we kept onen house ; and while 
we remained at this place, Lord B— -re^ .> 
ceived a letter from Xiord — , dat,ed in No- 
vember, challenging^im to single combat in 
May, upon the frontiers of France and Flan- . 
ders. This defiance was sent in consequence ' 
of what had passed betwixt them long before, 
my indisposition, at a meeting in a certain 
tavern, where tliey quarrelled, and, in the 
fray, my lover threw his antagonist under 
the table. I counselled him to take no no- 
tice of this rhodomontade, which I knew was 
void of all intention of perfonnaiicc ; and ho 
was wise enough to follow my advice, re- ' 
solved, however, should the message be repeat- ^ 
ed, to take the challenger at his word. 

Having resided some time in this place, wc 
returned to the other country house which he 

had left, where Lord D addicted himself 

so much to hunting, and other male diver- 
sions, that I began to think he neglected me, 
and apprised him of my suspicion, assuring 
him, at the same time, that 1 would le^ve 
him as soon as my opinion should be con- 
firmed. 

This declaration had no effect upon his 
behaviour, which became so remarkably cold, 
that even Mr R- — . who lived with us, ima- 
gined that his affection was palpably dimin- 
ished. When 1 went to town, I was usually 
attended by his cousin, or this gentleman, or 
both, but seldom favoured with his company ; 
nay, when I repaired to Bath, for the re- 
establishment of my health, he permitted me 
to go alone-— so that 1 was quite persuaded 
of his Jndifference ; and yet I was mistaken 
in my opinion ; but I had been spoiled by tlic 
behaviour of ,my first husband and Mr , 
who never, quitted me for the sake of any 
amusement, and often resisted the calls of 
the most urgent business, rather than part 
from me, though Wt for a few hours. T, 
thought every man who loved me truly would ^ 
act in the same manner ; and, whether I am ] 
right or wrong in my conjectures, I leave 
wiser casuists to judge. Certaiu it is, such 
sacrifice and devotion is the most pleasing 
proof of an admirer’s passion and, voySf 
mot plu$ kduvenr, et ne me di^nhe^, rten, la. 
one of .myjfcvc^ttq nuixi^ ]^''man may 
give money, hecaiA he is prdhsd ; he may 
be violentfy fond, because he is of a sanguine . 
constitution ; but, if he mves mo his time, he ' 
gives me an un^estiomfole proof Of my being 
m toD pos8pssio.ii of hfs heart. . : v 

' My appearance at Bath, withouf the'ebm-^ 
pany of txirf B-— occhsionod a goperalr 
surj^ise/and pneouraged tlm] mpn to : 
mo ^ith^aadrcAses^ every^new admirer 
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.deavouriiiff tonflvancehis suit by d<jmoiistrat- 
tng the unkind and disrespectfql bebayieur of 
^ his lordship, indeed this was the inost ef. 

string they could touch ; my pride and 
, jresentment were alarmed* and I was weak 
: enough to Usten to one man, who had like 
to have insinuated .himself into my inclino- 
tiema, - lie was tall and large boned, with 
' white hait,' inclined' to what is called sandy, 
and had the reputation of being handsome, 
though I think he scarcely deserved that 
epithet. He possessed a large fortune, loved 
mischief, and stuck at nothing for the accom- 
plishment of his designs, one of his chief 
pleasures being that of setting any two lovers 
at variance. Be employed his address upon 
ihe with great assiduity, and knew so well 
how to manage my resentment, that I was 
pleased with his > manner, heard his vows 
without disgust, and, in a word, promised to 
deliberate within myself upon his proposals, 
and give him an account of my determma- 
lion in writing. 

Thus resolved, I went to Lord B - , in 

.Wiltshire, w'hither I was followed by this 
pretender to my heart, who visited us on the 
footing of an acquaintance ; but, when 1 re- 
flected on what I iiad done, I condemned my 
own conduct as indiscreet, though nothing 
decisive had passed between us, and began 
to hate him in proportion to tlie self-convic- 
tion I felt, .perceiving that I had involved my- 
self in a difficulty, from which I should not 
be easily disengaged For the present, how- 
over, I found means to postpone my declara- 
tion ; he admitted njy excuse, and 1 returned 

to Iiondon w^ith I/ord B , who was agaui 

surninoned to the field by his former chal- 
lengct., 

Ii — d- 7 -n, governor, counsellor, and steward 
to this little iiero, came to Lord B— - with 
a vcihal message, importing, that his lordship 
had changed ins mind about going to,Flan- 
ders, but expected to meet him, on such a 
day and hour, in the burying-ground near 

Rod- Lion-square. Lord B accepted the 

chaJlcnge, and gave me an account of what 
‘had passed; but he had boon anticipated by 
the messenger, who had already tried to alann 
iny fearSf from the consideration of tlie con- 
sequence, that I 'might take some measur€|s 
to prevent their meeting. .1 perceived his 

drift, and told him plainly, that Lord 

had no intention to risk his person, though 
. he endoavbured with all his might to persuade 
.me, that his principal was desperate and de.^ 
tennined. > | 'knew my little husband too well, 
to ’tiuhk ho Xvould bring matters to any Jah- 
geroiis issue, and waa apprehensive of nothiujg 
but foul play, from the villainy of 
with which I was equally well acquainted* 
Indced^l signified, my doubts on that scqi^ 

Mr B — — > who. Would' have attended lue 
kihsman to the fields had he not thought ho 
might be liable to censure, if any thhig should 
happen io Lord B— ; because he hijnself 


was heir-at-law : for that reason he judicious- 
ly declined being personally concerned ; and 
we pitched upon the earl of A-^-r-, his lord- 
ship’s undo, who willingly undertook the 
office. 

At the appointed tiraip they went to the 
house of rendezvous, where they had not 
waited long when the challenger appearedv 
in a hew pink satin waistcoat, whicn he bad 
put on for the occasion, with his sword under 
his arm, and his steward by him, leaving, in 
an hackney coach at some distance, a surgeon 
whom he had provided for the care of his per- 
son. Thus equipped, he advanced to his an- 
tagonist, and desired him to choose his ground; 

upon which Lord B told him, that if he 

must fall, it was not material which grave ho 
should tumble over. . 

Our little hero, finding him so jocose and 
determined, turned to Lord A , and de- 

sired to speak with him, that he might dis- 
burden his conscience before they should 
begin the work of death. They accordingly 
went aside : and he gave him to understand, 
that his motive for fighting, was Lord B— 's 
detaining his wife from nim by compulsion. 

The carl of A assured liim he was egre- 

giously mistaken in his conjecture ; that his 
nephew uscid no force or undue influence to 
keep me in his house but it could not be ex- 
pected that he would turn me out of doors. 

This explanation was altogether satisfy c-" 

to^ to Lord , who said he was far from 

being so unVeasonable as to expect Lord 
B would commit such a breach of hospi- 

tality ; and all he desired was, that his wife 
should be left to licifcovvn inclinations. Upon 
these articles peace was concluded, and they 
parted without bloodshed. At least these 
are the particulars of the story, as they wdre 
related by Lord A — , witli whom I laughed 
heartily at the adventure ; for I never doin^ted 
that the challenger would find some expedient 
to prevent the duel, though I wondered how 
he mustered up resolution enough to carry it 
so far., 

That ho migJit not, however, give us any 
more trouble, wc resolved to go and onjoy 
ouraqh^s in France, whither I went by my- 
self, in ho];>es of being soon joined hy my 
lover, who was obliged to stay some time 
longer in England, to settle his aflairs. Ho 
was so much affected at our parting (though 
but for a few weeks), that he was almost dis^ 
tracted; and this affliction renewed my »on 
derness'fbr him, because it was an undoubted 
proof of his love. I Wrote to him every post 
from France ; and, as I had no secrets, de- 
sired him to take care of all the letters that 
should come to his house, directed to me, 
after my departure from England. 

This was an unfortunate office for him, in 
the execution of which ho chanced to open a 

letter from Sir T A- . with whom (as 

I have already observed) I had some corres- - 
pondencC at Bath. I had, according to my 
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promise, given this gentleman a decisive an- 
swer, importing that I was determined to 
remain in iny present situation ; but as Lord 

B was ignorant of my sentiments in that 

jjarticular, and perceived from the letter that 
fconiething extraordinary had passed between 
us, and that 1 was eaVnestly solicited to leave 
him, ho was seized with the utmost con- 
sternation and concern ; and having- previous- 
ly obtained the king’s leave to go abroad, set 
out that very niglit for France, leaving Iiis 
aifairs in the greatest confusion* 

Sir T — A hearing I was gone, with- 

out understanding the cause of iny departure, 
took the same route, and both arrived at 
Dover next day, Tliey heard of each other’s 
motions : each bribed the master of a packet- 
boat to transport him with expedition ; but 
that depending upon the wind, both reached 
Calais at t)ie same time, though in different 

vessels. Sir T sent his valet-de- ' 

chambre, post, with a letter, entreating me 
to accompany him into Italy, where he would 
make me mistress of his whole fortune, and 
to set out directly for that country, that he 
might not lose me by the arrival of I^ord 

B , promising to join me on the road, 

if I would consent to make him happy. I 
sent his messenger back with an answer, 
wherein 1 expressed surprise at his pro- 
posals, after having signified my resolution 
to him before I left England He was scarce 
dismissed, when 1 received another letter 

from Lord B , beseeching «me to meet 

him at Clermont, upon the road from Calais ; 
and conjuring rne to avoid the sight of his 
rival, should he get the , start of him in tra- 
velling. This, however, was not likely to be 

the case, as Lord B rode post, and 

the other was, by his corpulence, obliged to 
travel in a chaise ; yet, that I might not in- 
crease his anxiety, I left Paris immediately 
on the receipt of his message, and met him 
at the appointed place, where he received 
me with ^1 the agitation of joy and fear, and 
asked if I had ever encouraged iJir T — 

A in his addresses? I very candidly 

told him tljfi whole tran.saction, at which he 
was incensed ; but his indignation was soon 
appeased, when I professed rny jmnitence, 
and assured him that I had totally rejected 
his rival. Not that I approve of my be- 
haviour to Sir T— , who (I own) wasJll 
used in this affeir; hut surely it was more 
cjccusable to halt here, than proceed farther 
in my indiscroiion. 

My lover being satisfied with my decla- 
ration, we went together to Paris, being at- 
tended by the Scotchman whom I have al- 
ready mentioned, though I believe ho was 
not over and above well pleased to see mat- 
ters thus amicably comproruiecd. The fu- 
rious knight followed us to the capital ; in- 
sisted on seeing me in person; told this 
. North Briton# that I was actually engaged 
ta him j wrote every hour, and railed at ray 


perfidious conduct, I took no notice of 
these delirious transports, which were also 

disregarded by Lord B , till one night 

he was exasperated by the insinuations of 

Mr C , who, I believe, inflamed Ms,' 

jealousy, by hinting a suspicion that I was 
really in love with his rival. What passed, 
betwixt them I know hot, but' he sent for mO * 
from the opera, by a physician of Paris, who 
was a sort of go between among us all, and , 
who told me, that if I did not come home 
on the instant, a duel wmuld be fought on my 
account. 

I was very much shocked at this infer-- 
mation ; but by being used to alanns from 

the heliaviour of Lord , 1 had acquired 

a pretty good sliare of resolution, and with 
great composure entered the room where 

Lord B was, with Ins. companion, 

whom I immediately ordered to withdraw. 

I then gave liis lordsluj) to understand, that 
I W'ns informed of what had passed, and 
thought myself so much injured by the person 
who had just quitted the apartment, that I 
would no longer live under the same roof 
with him. 

Lord B raved like a bedlamite, , 

taxing me with want of candour and af- 
fection; but I easily justified my own integ- 
rity, and gave him such assurances of my 
love, that his jealousy subsided, and his 
spirits were recomposed. NovcrMiolcss, 1 
insisted upon his di>missing Mr C— , on 
pain of my leaving the house, us I could not 
help thinking he had used his endeavours to 
prejudice me in opinion of my lord. 
If iiis conduct was the result of friendship 
for his patron, he certainly acted the part of 
an honest and trusty adherent ; but I could 
iiol easily forgive him, because a few' weeks 
befijre, lie had, by my interest, obtained a 
considerable addition to his allowance ; and 
even qfter the stops he had taken to disoblige 
me, I was not .so much his enemy but that I 

prev'ailcd upon Lord B to double his 

salary, that his leaving the family might bo 
no detriment to his fortune.' 

Ills lordship liaving complied with my 
demand, this srentleman, after liaving staid 
three days in the bruise, to prepare for Ins 
departure,, during which 1 would not, suffer 
him to be admitted into my presence, made 
his retreat with a fine young girl who was 
my companion ; and I have never seeri him 
since that tinic: 

Sir T still continued furious, and , 

would not take a denial, except from my 
own mouth upon which, with tjie appro- 
bation of Lord B— — , I indulged Mm with 
an interview. He entered the apartment 
with a stem countenance, and told me I had 
used him ill. I pleaded guilty td 'tfee charge, 
and begged Ms. pardon accordingly. I at- 
tempted to reason the case witli inm, but lie 
wonld'^henr no arguments except his own, 
and even tri^ fo intimidate mb with ^h'reets , ^ 
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, which, provoked me to such a; degree, that I 
defied hie vengeance. I told' that I 
feared nothing but the report of my own con- 
, science; that; though I had acted a simple 
part, he durst not. say' there was any thing 
criminal in my conduct ; and that, ftom his 
present frantic and unjust behaviour, I 
' thought tnyself happy in having escaped him. 
He swore I was the most inflexible of all 
creatures, asked if nothing would move me 7 
and when I answered, nothing, took his 
leave, and never afterwards persecuted me 
with his addresses; though I have beard 
he was vaip and false enough to boast of 
favours, which, upon my honour, be never 
received, as he himself, at one timd, owned* 
to Dr Cantwell at Paris. 

While he underwent all this frenzy and 
distraction upon my account, he was loved 
with the same violence of passion by a 
certain Scotch lady of quality, who, when he 
• followed me to France, pursued him thither 
with the same eagerness and expedition. 
Far from being jealous of me as a rival, she 
used to come to my house, implore my good 
offices with the object of her love, and, lay- 
ing herself on tlie floor at full length before 
the fire, weep and cry like a person bereft of 
her senses. Slie bitterly complained that 
he bod never obliged her but once ; and 
begged, with the most earnest supplications, 
that I would give her an emportunity of 
seeing him at my. bouse. But I thought 
proper to avoid her company, as soon as I 
perceived her intention. 

We continued at Paris for some time, 
during which I contracted an acquaintance 

with the sister of Madame la T . She 

was the supposed mistress of the prince of 
C , endowed with a great share of under- 

standing, and loved .pleasure to excess, 
though she maintained her reputation on 
a respectable footing, by living w^th her 
husband and mother. This lady, perceiving 
that I had inspired her lover with a passion, 
which gave me uneasiness on her account, 
actually practised all licr eloquence and art 
in persuading me to listen to his love ; for it 
was a maxim with her to please liim at any 
rate. I was shocked at her indelicate com- 
plaisance, and rejected the proposal, as re- 
pugnant to my present eni^gement, which 
1 held as sacred os any nuptial tie, and much 
more binding than a forced or unnatural 
marriage. 

Upon our return to England, we lived in 
great harmony and peace : and nothing was 
wanting to. “my happiness, but the one thing 
to me the most needful ; I mean the dn- 
clianting tenderness and delightful enthusi- 
asm of love. Lord B— — ’s heart, I believe, 
.felt the soft impressions; and, for my own 
. part, I loved him with the most fafthfbl 
'«.ftbction. It is 'not enough to say I wished 
him well ; I had the most delicate, the most 
genuine esteem for bis virtue ; I had m 


intimate regard and anxiety for his interest ; 
and felt for him as if he bad .been my own 
son; but still thefe wao a vacancy m my 
heart ; there was not that fervour, that 
transport, that ecstasy of passion which I 
had formerly known ; my bosom was not 
filled with the little deity ; I could not help 
recalling to my remembrance the fond, the . 
ravishing moments I had passed with S— : 
Had I understood the conditions of life, 
those pleasures were happily exchanged fov 
my present situation, because, if I was now 
deprived of those rapturous enjoyments, I 
was also exempted from the cares and anxie- 
ty that attended tliem ; but I was generally 
extravagant in my notions of happiness, and 
therefore construed my present tranquillity 
into an insipid langour and stagnation of life. 

While I remained in this inactivity of sen- 
timent, Lord having received a verj' 

considerable addition to his fortune, sent a 
message to me, promising, that if I would 

leave Lord B , he would make me a. 

present of a house and furniture, where I 
should live at my ease, without being expos- 
ed to his visits, except when I should be dis- 
posed to receive them. This proposal ho 
made, in consequence of what I had always 
declared, namely, that if he had not reduced 
me to the necessity of putting myself under 
the protection of some person or other, by 
depriving me of any other means of sub- 
sistence, t should never have given the world 
the least caase to scandalize my reputation ; 
and that 1 \yould withdraw myself from my 
present dependence as soon as he shouhl 
enable me to live, by myself. I was, there- 
fore, resolved to be as good as my word, and 
accepted his ofler, on condition that I should 
be wholly at lUy own disposal, and that he 
should never enter my door but as a visitant 
or common friend. 

These acticles being ratified by his word* 
and honour (the value of which I did n'ot 
then know), a house was furnished accord- 
ing to my direction ; and 1' signified my in- 
tention to liord B— who consejited to my 
removal, with this proviso, that } should con- 
tinue to see him, I wrote also to his re- 
lation Mr B , who, in his answer, ob- 

served, that it was too late to advise, when I 
wits actually determined. All my friends 
and acquaintance approved of the scheme, 
though it was one of the most unjuslifiabh? 
steps I had ever taken, being a real act of in- 
gratitude to my benefactor; which I sootj 
did, and always shall regret and condcmiK^ 
So little is tile world qualified to judjo of 
private affairs ! 

When the time of our parting drew near. 
Lord B- — became gloomy and discontent- 
ed, and even intreated mo to postpone my 
resolution ; but I told him that now every 
thing was prepared for my reception, I could 
not retract without incurring the imputation 
of fblly and extravagance. On the very day 
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of my departure, Mr B endeavoured, 

with (ill the argruments he could to 

diasuade me from my purpose ; and 1 made 
use of the same answer which had satisfied 
his friend, tending me determined upon re- 
moving, he burst out into a flood of tears, 
exclaiming,—** By (5— d, if Lord B — r* 
can bear it, I can’t.” I was thiindorstruck 
at the expression; for though I had been 
told that Mr B*; — - was in love with me, 
I gave no credit to the report, because he 
had never declared his passion, and this was 
the first hint of it that ever escaped him in 
my hearing. 1 was therefore so much 
amazed at the circumstance of this abrupt 
explanation, that I could make no answer; 
but having taken my leave, went away, rumi- 
nating on the unexpected declaration. 

Lord B (as I was informed) spoke 

not a word that whole night, and took my 
leaving him so much to heart, that two years 
elapsed before he got the better of his grief. 
This intelligence I afterwards received from 
bis own mouth, and asked his forgiveness 
for my unkind retreat, though I shall never 
be able to obtain my own. As for Mr B— , 
he was overwhelmed with sorrow, and made 
such efforts to suppress his concern, as had 

well nigh cost him his life. Dr S was I 

called to him in the middle of the night, and i 
found him almost suffocated. lie soon 

f iessed tlie cause, when he understood that 
had left the house : so that I myself was 
the only person concerned, who was utterly 
ignorant of his. affection; for 1 solemnly de- 
clare he never gave, me the least reason to 
suspect it wliilc I lived witji his relation, be- 
cause he had too much honour to entertain a 
thought of supplanting his friend, and too 
ood an Opinion of me to believe lie should 
ave succeeded in the attempt. TJiough ray 

love for Lord B was. not so tender and 

interest'mg as the passion I had felt for 
S — my fidelity was inviolable, and I 
never harboured the most distant thought of 
any other person, till after ! had resqlyod to 
leave him, when, 1 own, I afforded some 
small encouragement to the addresses of a 
new admirer, by telling him, that I should in 
a little time be my own mistress, tliough I 
. vi'as not now at my own disposal! 

^ oujoyed rny new house as a little para- 
.diso; it was occommodated with all sorls 
;pf conveniences; every thing was new, and 
therefore pie jftg^ and the whole absolutely 
at 'my command. 1 had "the company of a 
'.^reltttfon, a very good , woman, with whom I 
live^ in t/ie meet amicable tn 9 ,mier ; was 
visited by the bedt people in tovvn (I mean 
those of the male sex, the ladies having long 
ago forsaken me) ; I Yrequented all reputable 
places of public entertainment, and had a 
co-ncert at home ' once n-week ; so that my 
days rolled on in happiness and quiet, till all 
my sweets wore embittered by the vekatious 
bmmur of my;huisba 2 id, who began to im- 


portune me again , to live with him; and, . 
bji^ the increasing anxiety of Lord B- — ' 
who (though I still admitted his visits) , plain- 
ly perceived that Y wanted to relinquish Us ^ 
correspondence. This discovery raised such 
tempests of jealousy and despair within^.)^, 
breast, that he kept me in continual alarms.; ' 
he sent incssages to m.e every hour, signed 
his letters with his own blood, raved luca a 
nian in an ecstasy of madness, railed .at my 
ingratitude and praised my conduct by turns. 
He offered to sacrifice every thing for my 
love, to leave the kingdom forthwith, and 
live with me for ever in any part of the world 
where I should choose to reside. 

Thesc*^ were generous and tempting pro- ’ 
posals ; but I was beset wntb counsellors 
who were not totally disinterested, and who 
dissuaded, me from embracing the proffers of 

my lover, on pretence that Lord would 

be highly injured by my compliance. 1 listen- 
ed to their advice, and hardened my heart 
against Lord B— ’s sorrow and solicitations. 
My behaviour on this occasion is altogether 
unaccountable ; this was the only time Uiat 
ever I was a slave to admonition. The con- 
dition of Lord B— would have melted 
any heart but mine, and yet mine was one of 
the most sensible : be employed his cousin 
as an advocate with me, till that gentleman 
actually refused tlie Wtlico, telling him can- 
didly, that his own inclinations were too 
much engagtid to permit him to perferm the 
task with fidelity and truth. He accordingly 
resolved to avoid my presence, imtil my lord 
and I should come to some final dotermi- ^ 
nation, which was greatly retarded by the 
perseverance of his lordship, who would not 
resign bis hopes, even when I pretended that 
another man had engaged my heart, but said, 
that in time my affection might return. 

Our correspondence, liowever, gradually 

wore of; upon which Mr B renewed 

his visits, and many agreeable and liappy 
hours we pa8.sed together. Not that he, or 
any other person wlionr I now saw, succeedr 
ed to the privilege of a fortunate lover; 1 
knew he loved me to madness ; but 1 would 
not gratify his paMiorv any other way than 
by tlid post profound esteem and veneration 
for his. virtues, wluch were altogether amiable 
and sublime; and I would here draw his 
character, minutely, but it wrould take up too 
much time to set forth his merit; the only 
man living of my acquaintance who rc,- 
scmbles him, is Ijo^d F— , of w)iom 1 shall 
speak in the sequel. y 

About this time I underwent a very inj^r- 
esting ettange in the situation of myheah. 

1 haiTseqt a to my old lover S— 

desiring, „he wmuld: allow my pijcture, wfiich , 
waslh ms, possession, to be copied; and, he 
now tranainitted it to me M my lawyer, 
whom.h$'#cee^d to ask^if t mtetided to be 
at the'il^^nita^oerade ? This curiosity Jiiad 
a my heart 
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fluttered at tbe question, and my imagination 
' g'iowed with a thousand fond presages. 1 
answered in the affirmative ; and we met by 
^ /Lccident at the ball. 1 could not behold him 
without emotion when he accosted mU, his 
\well known voice made my heart vibrate — 
like a musical chord, when its unison is 
struck. All the ideas of our past love, which 
the lapse of time and absence had enfeebled 
and lulled to sleep, now awoke, and were re- 
iuspired by his appearance ; so that his artful 
excuses were easily admitted : I forgave him 
all that I had suffered on his account, be- 
cause he was the natural lord of my affec- 
tions; and our former correspondence was 
renewed. 

1 thought myself in a new world of bliss 
in consequence of this reconciliation, the 
rapture of which continued unimpaired for 
, the space of four months, during which time 
he was fonder of me, if possible, than before; 
repeated his promise of marriage, if we 
should ever have it in our power; assured 
me he had never been happy since he left 
me ; that he believed no woman had ever 
loved like me : and indeed, to have a notion 
of my passion for that man, you must first 
have loved as I did : but.through a strange 
caprice,! broke off the correspondence, out 
of apprehension that he would forsake me 
. again. From his past conduct, I dreaded 
what might happen ; and the remembrance 
of what I had undergone by his inconstancy, 
filled my imagination with such horror, that 
1 could not endure the shocking prospect; 
and prematurely plunged myself into the 
danger, rather than endure the terrors of 
expectation. 1 remembered that his former 
attachment began in the season of my pros- 
perity, when my fortune was in the zenith, 
and my youth in its prime ; and that he had 
.forsaken me in the day of trouble, when my 
life became embarrassed, and my circum- 
stances were on the decline : I foresaw 
. nothing l^t continual persecution from my 
.husband, and feared that, once the keener 
transports of our reconciliation should be 
over, his affection would sink under the 
severity of its trial. In consequence of this 
desertion, I received a letter from him, 
acknowledging that he was rightly served, 
but that my retreat gave him inexpressible 
concern. 

Meanwhile Lord continued to act 

in the character of a fiend, tormenting me 
with his nauseous importunity : he prevailed 
upon . the duke of L^— to employ his in- 
fluence ih peijBuading ine to live with him; 
assuring his ^ce that I had actually pro- 
mised to give him that proof of my obedience^ 
,and 'that I would come home the sooner for 
being pressed to compliance by a person of 
his rank end character. Induced by these 
representations,' the duke honoured me with 
' e visit ; and, in the pourse of his exhorwions, 
1 understood how .h^ had been thof mis* 


informed : upon which I sent for Lord , 

and, in his presence, convicted him of tlio 
falsehood, by communicating to his grace 
the articles of our last agreement, which Ik; 
did not tliink proper to deny ; and the dukr 
being undeceived, declared,' that he would 
not have given me the trouble of vindicating 
myself, had he not been misled by the in- 
sincerity of iny lord. 

Baffied in this attempt, he engaged Mr 

H — V , and afterwards my own father, 

in the same task ; and tliough I still adhered 
to my first resolution, persisted with such 
obstinacy in his endeavours to make me un- 
happy, tliat 1 determined to leave the king- 
dom. Accordingly, after I had spent the 
evening with him at Ranelagh, I w’ent away 
about two o'clock in the morning, leaving 
my companion, with directions to restore to 
my lord his house, furniture, plate, and every 
thing he had given me since our last accom- 
modation ; so far was T, upon this occasion, 
or at any other time of my life, from em- 
bezzling any part of his- fortune. My friend 
followed my instructions most punctually; 
and his lordship knows, and will acknow- 
ledge, the truth of this assertion. 

Thus have I explained the true cause of 
my first expedition to Flanders, whither the 
world was good natured enough to say I fol* 
lowed Mr 1^— — and the whole army, which 
liappencd to be sent abroad that summer. 
Before my departure, I likewise transmitted 
to Lord B— the dressing plate, china, and 
a very considerable settlement, of which he 
had oecn generous enough to make me a 
present. This wa^ an instance of my in- 
tegrity, which I thought due to a man who 
had laid me under great obligations; and 
though I lived to be refused a small sum, 
both by him and S — I do not repent of 
my disinterested behaviour ; all the revenge 
I harbour against the last of those lovers, is 
the desire of having it in my power to do 
him good. 

I now found myself adrift in the world 
a^ain, and very richly deserved the hardships 
of my condition, for my indiscretion in leav- 
ing 1 K>rd B , and in trusting to the word 

of Lord , without some further se- 

curity ; but I have dearly paid for ray impru- 
dence. The more I saw into the character 
of this man, whom destiny hath appointed 
ray scourge, the more was I determined to 
avoid his fellowship and communication ; for 
he and I'are, in point of disposition, as op- 
posite as any two principles in nature. In 
the ffret place, he is one of the most unsocial 
beings that ever existed : when 1 was pleas- 
ed and happy, he was always out of temper; 
but if he could find means to overcast and 
cloud my mirth, though never so innocent, 
he then discovered signs of uncommon satis- 
foction and content, because, by this dis- 
agreeable temper, he banished all company 
from Ilia house. Ho is extremely weak of 
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understanding, though he j^ossesses' a good 
sliarc of low cUoning, which has so, o^e* 
gioiisly imposed upon some people, that u^cy 
have actually believed him a. go(^ naiured 
easy creoture, and blamed me because I did 
not manage him to letter pinrpose ; but, upon 
fiirther acquaintance, they, have always found 
him obstinate as a mule, and capricious as a 
monkey. Not that he is utterly void of all 
conimendable qualities: he is punctud in 
paying his debts, liberal when in good hu- 
mour, and would be wed bred, were he not 
subject to hts of absence, during wbicb he is 
altogether unconversable ; but ne is proud, 
naturally suspicious, jealous, equally with 
and without cause, never made a friend, and 
is an utter stranger to the joys of intimacy ; 
in short, he hangs like a damp upon society, 
and may be properly called kill-joy^ an 
epithet which he lias justly acquired. He 
honours me with constant professions of 
love ; but his conduct is so opposite to ray 
sentiments of that passion, as to have been 
tlie prime source of all my misfortunes and 
affliction ; and I have often wished myself 
the object of liis hate, in liopcs of profiting 
by a. change in his behaviour. 

Indeed he has not been able to make me 
more unhappy than 1 believe he is in his 
iwn mind ; for he is literally a self-tormentor, 
who never enjoyed one gleam of satisfaction, 
except at the e^nse of another's quiet; 
and yet with this (1 had almost called it 
diabolical^ quality, he expects Chat 1 should 
cherish him with all the tenderness of af- 
fection. After he has been at pains to incur 
mjr aversion, he punishes .uiy disgust, by con- 
triving schemes to mortify and perplex me, 
which have often succeeded so effectually, 
as to endanger my life and constitution ; for 
I have been fretted and frighted into sundiy 
fits of illness, and then I own 1 have experi- 
enced his care and concern. 


fellow a trilling, teasing, insufferable, in- 
consistent creatura. 

With th.e little money which remained of 
what 1 had received, from his lordship for 
housekeeping, I trap^orted myself to Flan- 
ders, and arrived in Ghent, a few days after 
our troops were quartered in that city, which 
was so much crowded with these new visit- 
ants, that 1 shoiild have found it impracticable 
to procure a lodging, had 1 not been accom- 
modated by Lord R— B— , the duke of 

A *s youngest brother, who very politely. 

gave me up his own. Here I saw my friend i 

Mr B- , who was overjoyed at my arrival, 

though jealous of every man of his acquaint- 
ance; jor he loved me with all the ardour 
of passion, and I regarded lam with all the 
perfection of friendship, wJiich, had he lived, 
in time might have produced love ; thou^ 
that was a fruit which it never brought forth. 
Notwithstanding his earnest solicitetions to 
the conttaiy, 1 staid but a week in Ghent, 
from whence I proceeded to Brussels, ahd 
fixed my abode in the Hotel de FJandre, 
among an agreeable set of gentlemen and 
ladies, with Whom I spent my time very 
cheerfully. There was a sort of court in 
this city, frequented by all the officers who 
could obtain permifioion to go thither; and 
the place in general was gay and agreeable. 

1 was introduced to the best families, and 
very happy in my acquaintance; for the 
ladies were polite, good-tempered, and oblig- 
ing, and treated me with, the utmost hos. 
pitalityand respect. Among others, I con- 
tracted a friendship with Madame la Comr 
tesse de C— » and her two daughters, who 
were very amiable young ladies ; and become . 
intimate with the Princess C— , and 

Countess W , lady of the bed-chamber 

to the queen of Hungary, and a great fa- 
vourite of the governor, Monsieur de tt - . 
in whose house she lived with his wife, wlio 


^ Oirer and above the oddities I have men- 
tioned, he is so unsteady in his economy,, 
that he is always new-modelling his affairs, 
and exhausting his fortune, by laying out 
pounds, in order to save a shilliiig. He in- 

S uires into the . character of a servant, after 
e has lived two years in his family, and isj 
so ridiculously stocked with vanity and self- 
conceit, that, notwithstanding my assurance 
Iwfore, and the whole series of roy conduct 
: siTice our mojnage, which ought to have 
convinced h i of my' dislike, he is still per- 
suaded, tqat, at bottom, t mUst admire, and 
be' enamoured of his agreeable person and 
accompr^hments, and tW 1 wduM not fail 
to nianuest. my love, were I not spirited up, 
against him . by his own relations. Perhaps 
it might be their interest to foment the mis- 
understanding betwixt us; but really- they 
give themselves no trouble, about our affairs; 
and, so far as i know theii^ are a very good 
sort of people^ On (:he whole, 1 think I may 
with justice p^oijioti^ce my precious yoke- 


was‘ also a lady of a very engaging dis- 
position.. 

Soon after 1 had fixed my habitation in^ 
Brussels, the company at our hotel was in- 
creased by' three officers, who professed' 
themselves my adihirers, and came from 
Ghent with a view of soliciting roy loye. 
yhis triumvirate consisted of the Scotch earl 

hf — L-- — , Lord R — M , and another 

young ioiffieer ; the first was a man of a very 
genteel and amorous complexipUr^ 

danced . had a groat deal of good 
humour^ within a mixture of vanity atid seli^ . 
conceit : the second had a good face;» though ' 
a clumsy person, and a very sweet dispo- 
sition, veW much adapted for the sentundatal ' 
passion, of, love : and the third,. (Mr " 

hy name) was tall, thin, and ,weA-bred, with 
a ^eat stbek of good nature ahd' . vivacity. . 
These adventurers began" their addle^^ in ^ 
genen»J,.a«ts of galladwy, that epmpimWnded < 
sevenii^f .^my fepiale, frimids,. with whom w 
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the city and the .environs, which are ex-, 
Iremely agreei^ble. When they Untight tliey 
had taken the preliniinaty steps of sectiritig^ 
themselves in my good opinion and esteem, 
they agreed to go on without further delay, 
and that Lord should make the first 
attack upon ray heart. 

He accordingly laid ^iege to me, with such 
warmth Md assiauity, that I believe he de- 
ceived hlmnelft and began to think he was 
actually in love ; though, at bottom, he felt 
no impulse that deserved the sacred name; 
Though I discouraged him in the beginning, 
he persecuted me with his addresses ; he al- 
ways sat by me at dinner, and imparted a 
thousand trifles in continual whispers, which” 
attracted the notice of the company so much, 
that 1 began to fear his behaviour would give 
rise to some report to my prejudice, and there- 
fore avoided him with &e utmost caution. 
Notwithstanding all my care, however, he 
found means one nigfht, while my maid, who 
lay in my room, went down stairs, to get into 
iny chamber after I was a-bed : upon which 
I started up, and told him, that, if he should 
approach me, I would alarm the house ; for 
I never wanted courage and resolution. Per- 
ceiving ray displeasure, he kneeled by the 
bed-side, faiegged I would have pity on his suf- 
ferings, and swore I should have a carte 
Blanche tp lbe utmost extent of his fortune. 
To these proposals I made no other reply, 
but that of protesting I would never speak to 
him again, if he did not quit my apartment 
that moment; upon which nc thought proper 
to withdraw; and 1 never afterwards gaye 
him an opportunity of speaking to me on the 
same subject ; so tliat, in a ftw weeks, he 
separated himself from our society ; though 
the ladies t>f , Brussels considered him as my 
lover, because, of all the other officers, he 
was their greatest favourite. 

, His lordship being thus repulsed, Mr'Vy — 7 
took the field, and assailed my heart in a 
very different manner. He said he knew^ 
not how to make love, bht was a man of' 
honour, would keep the secret, and so forth. 
;To this cavalier address, I answered, that I 
' was not' angry, os otherwise I should^ have 
\,heen» at his munt declaration, because I found, 

; ^y his own confessioti, he, did not know vyhat' 
was ^ue to the sex ; jBnd nty unhappy eitii- 
. ationin some sha^ eycusedTljim for a liberty 
wrhfcih he .would not have dreamed of taking, 

, had, not my misfortunes encouraged his^ pr^ 

; sunipt&nJ Biit I wbiilfl deal wifli him in his- 
own way;KEnd» fbr fibm assuming the prude, 
f^nkly as^red himuthat he was not at all 
!to my, taste, hoping’ he v^ould consider my 
dislike as a suQqient reason to reject his love, 

, Lord began to- feel the eyroptoir» 
„ of a. genuine passion, which be carefi^y^ 
cherm^ in eilence^ being naturally diffident 
r and bashful ; but, by the. very moans he aded 
, ; to conceal it ffommy obaemtion, l.p}aihly 
the situilition of hia heartj and 

'' ‘a. A Cl i ‘i ' » '1 . v' 


not at all displeased at the progress 1 had 
made in his inclinations. Meanwhile he cul- 
tivated my acquaiiitatfCe with great assiduity 
and respect, attended me in all my excur- 
sions, and particularly in ‘ah expedition to 
Antwerp, with two other ^litlenien, where, 
in downright gaieU de drenr, we sat for our 
pictures, which were drawn in one piecO^ 
one of the party being represented in t^e . 
dress of an hussar, and another in that of a, ' 
hinning footman. This incident 1 mention, 
because the perfonnance, which is now in 
my possession, gave birth to a thousand 
groundless reports circulated in England at 
our expense. 

It was immediately after this jaunt that 

Lord R began to disclose his passion ; 

though he at the same time started such ob- 
jections as seemed well nigh to extinguish 
his hopes, lamenting, that, even if he should 
have the happiness to engage iny affections, 
his fortune was too inconsiderable to support 

us against the efforts of Lord , should 

ho attempt to interrupt our felicity : and that 
ho himself was obliged to follow the motions 
of the army. * In ^hort, he seemed to con- 
sider my felicity more than his own, and be- 
haved with such delicacy, as gradually made 
an Impression on my heart ; so that, when 
we parted, we agreed to renew our corress#: 
pondence in England. 

In the midst of these agreeable amusements, 
w'hich I enjoyed In almost all the different 
towns in Flanders, I happened to be at Ghent 
one day, sitting among a good deal of com- 
pany, in one of their hotels, when a post- 
chaise 'Stopped at {he gate ; upon which wc 
went to the windows to satisfy our curiosity, 
when who should step out of the convenience 
but my little insignificant lord. 1 no sooner 
announced him to the company, than all the 
gentlemen asked whether they should stay 
and protect me, or withdraw; and when I 
assui;ed tliem that their protection was not 
necessary, one and all of them retired ; though 

Lord R — M went no farther than the 

parlour below, being determined to screen 
mo against all violence and compulsion. 1 
sent a messfige to my lord, desiring him to 
walk up into my apartment ; but although his 
sole , errand was to see and carry ine off, lie 
would not venture to accept of my invitation, 
till he had dcnmnrlcd me in form from the 
governor of tlie place. 

That gentleman, being dtogcthcr'a stranger 
to hia person and character, referred Jiim to 
the commanding officer of the English troops, 
who was a man of honour, and, upon his 
lordship’s application, pretended to doubt liis 
Identity ; obsexying, that he had always heard 
liprd — . represented as a jolly corpulent 
inan: He gave him to understand, however, 
that even grsmting him to bp the person, I 
was . by no moans subject to military law, un* 
less he could prove that I had ever enlisted 
;intp.hi8 majesty’s service. 
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Thus disappointed in his end^VQurs^ h^ 
returned to tJie inn, and, with 
t?aa 8 ion, trusted himsdtf in ray dinti^rTOom, 
after having stationed his attendant at. ^the 
door, in case of accidents. ^ When 1 ashed 
what had procured^ me the honour of v this 
visit, he told me,; his business and intention 
were to carry me home. This declaration 
produced a conference, in which largs^ the 
rase with him; and matters were 'accom- 
modated for the present, by my pronnsing to 
be in England some time in September^ on^ 
condition that he would permit me to live by 
myself, as before, and immediately order the 
arrears of my pin-money to be paid. He 
assented to evciy thing I proposed, returned 
in peace to his own countiy, and the dcdcien- 
cies of my allowance were made good ; wliile 
I returned to Brussels, where I staid until 
my departure for England, whicli I regulated 
in such a manner as was consistent with my 
engagement. 

I took lodgings* in Pall-Mall, and, sending 
for my lord, Convinced him of my punctuality, 
and put him in mind of his promise ; when, 
to my utter astonishment;) and contusion, he 
owned, that his promise was no more than a { 
decoy to bring me over, and that I inunt lay | 
iny account with living in his house like a 
#lutiful and obedient wife. I heard him with 
the indignation such treatment deserved, up- 
braiding him with hisperddious dealing, which 
1 told him would have determined me against 
cohabitation with him had I notf been already 
resolved : and, being destitute of all resource, 
repaired to Bath, where I afterwards met 
with Mr D— • and Mj R , two gen- 

tlemen who had been my fellow-passengers 
in the yacht from Flanders, and treated me 
with great friendship and politeness, without 
either talking or thinking of love. 

With tliese gentlemen, who were as idle 
as myself, I went to' the jubilee at Preston, 
which was no other than a great number of 
people assembled in a small town, extremely' 
ill accommodated, to partake of diversioxis 
that were bad imitations of plays, conceit#, 
and masquerades. If the world should place 
to the account of my indiscretion my travel- 
ling in this manner with gentlemen to whom 
.1 had no panic vdar attachment, let it also ^ 
considered, as an alleviation, that I always 
lived in terror of ray lord, and consequently 
often obliged ig shift my quarters; so 
tnat, iny finances i^ng extremely slender, 
I stood fhe ruor in iteci of assistance and 
iMectioii. I was; be.'?»dcs, young, incon- 
. isidcrate,.and so simple, aato suppose the 
ugly man^would always secure 
me fiW'tens his account: neither did 
1 eyelr iteam of any ihan^e addrcs«?es, until 
he actu^; declaration of his love. 

Upcln hdy retoirn to Bath, I was ^ain 
Irnimcfsed ;by Xonl r: — ^/hrho came thither, 
accoihpaAi!^ by^nnr father, whom 1 was very 
. Mie, he iropoituncd me to 


4 iomplywith my husban3*s desire, imd for the, 
future keep measures the world/ .TlMe ; 
remonstrance abput Ufrihg with my Ipid^which; ? 
he constantly repeated^, was the only insjbancc/^ 
of his unkindiiess winch 1 ever felt. But aft- 
hia admonitions were iiidt of force sufficient 
to shake my resolution in that particular; • 
though the debate contiriued so fate, that I/, 
told his lordship it waS high time to - retire, 
for I could not accommodate him with a bed. 
He then gave me to understand, that he would > 
stay where he was 4 upon Which my father ' 
took his leave, on pretence of looking out for 
a lodging for himself. . . 

The little gentleman being now left 
with me, began (0 discover some signs 
of apprehension in his loo^s ; but, mustering 
up ail his resolution, he Went to the door, 
called up three of his s«l|rvantSy whom he 
placed as sentinels upon the stair, and flounced 
into my elbow-chair, where he resigned h:m. 
self to refet. Intending to gb to bed, I tho’ighi 
it was but just and decent that I should scrc*;n 
myself from the intrusion of his footmen, and 

with that view bolted the door. Lord , 

hearing himself locked in, started up in ilu; 

111 most terror and consternation, kicked t|jf 
i door With hiS liccl, and screamed aloud, 
he liad ho^)n m the hands of an 
My father, who had not yet qUittefl J l:o li» '..se, 
a ring these ontcrios, r:u up stair' agiiin, 
and, coming through niy hctl-chamber into 
the dming-room, where wo were, lo-md me 
almost suffocated with laugher, and his ho 
roic son-in-]av/ stat‘mgjiK*e orie who iiad lot* 
his wits, with ids hair siaridijag on end. 

When my father asked the mcaiiin^f of 
his exclamations, he told him*, with all the 
symptoms of dismay, that I had .looked li:;n 
in, and he did not understand such nsairiy, 
but ! explained the whole my stejji>^y saying 
I bad bolted the door, because luid* not like 
tl«j epmpany of Ids kerVants, and could not 
imagine the cause of paulc, unliM he 
thought I designed to ravish him ; ^rgmult - 
than which nothing was farther ftom my in- 
tention. My father himself coidtl scarce re- 
frain from 1 aiig|iing at his ridiculous fear; 
but, scefhg lum in gwjat confusion, look pity 
oh hi^ qilndition, and carried him off to hid 
hwn lodgings, after I had given my word that 
I would not attempt to escape, but givh .hrnx 
audience next rnorning. I accordingly kept 
my promise, mid found means to persuade 
them to leave me at my own discretion*, 
Next day I was rallied upon tlm .siratagein 1 , 
had contrived to frighten J^ord and a 

thousand idle , stories wore told aboiit-thls;. 
adventure; which happened liter#lly!ias!Hmi.n*e'- 
related it' \ / 

From Batli I betook myself to a sfnall 
house hear Jiincoin, which I had hired of the - 
D-— ,hf A*-—* because a country life suit* . 
ed beatjwijth tmy income, which was no more 
iinhdred pounds ai^year, and that 
nOl'wnSt paid. I continued some months in 
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This retirement, and saw no comp8Jiy« ostcept 
Lord R-^ who lived )h the neigfhw 

bourbood^ and visited me twice ; till, finding 
myself indisposed, 1 was obliged to remove 
to London, and took lodgings in Maddox* 
street, where my ffarrison was tJiken by storm 
by my lord and nis steward, reinforced by 

Mr I.I — (who, as my lord told me, 

had a subsidy of five and twenty pounds be- 
fore he would take the field), and a couple of 
hardy footmen. This formidable band rushed 
into my apartment, laid violent hands upon 
me, dragged me down stairs without gloves 
or a clo&, and, thrusting me into a cpach 
that stood at the door, conveyed me to my 
lord’s lodgings in Gloucestcr-street. 

Upon this occasion his lordship courage- 
ously drew his sword upon my woman, who 
attempted to defend me from his insults, 
and, in all probability^, would have intimidated 
him from proceeding; for lie looked pale and 
aghast, his knees knocked together, and he 
hreatlied thick and hard, with his nostrils di- 
lated, os if he hfid seen a ghost ; but he uras 
encouraged by Ins iiiercenary associate, who, 
for tlie tive-amht'ven^y ?>ound.s i^tood by him 
m the day of ti-oublo, und spirited him on to 
this gallant enterprise. 

In conscriur’uee of this exploil, f was coop- 
ed up in a paltry apartment in G]ou(‘ester- 
.<rrcet, where I was rhtse besot bv his lord- 

«!]ip, and his wo-thy steward Mi* H , 

with a set «d' that were the crea- 
tures of tlii’*' Ib'lro.v, of whom Ijord 

himself stood in aw ' , so that I could not 
lielp thinking myself in Newgate, among 
thieves and rnifi.ins. To such a degree did 
riiv terror jire'.t j , tint I actually believed 
I was in danger of h ing poisoned, and would 
not receive imy -.usiroonce e.vcept from the 
ininds of one looking fellow, a fo- 

reigner, who w:i^ my 'ord's valet do chainbre. 

1 will not pretotid t-j kij* my fcurB werp just: 

but such was iny ouinion of H , that 

i never doubted lie would put me out of the 
way, if lie thought «ny life interfered with his 
interest. 

On the second day of my imprisonment, 

I was vifdted by duko of L-r— , a fi-iend 
of my lord, wl.o found me sitting upon a 
trunk, in a po r httlo dining-room filled with 
lumber, and lighted with too bits of tallow 
candle, \y Inch had been left over-ni^ht. He 
perceived in my countenance a mixture of 
rage, indignation, terror, and despair; lie 
compassionated my sufferings, though he 
could not alleviate my distress, any other 
way than by interceding with my tyrant to 
mitigitte my oppression. Nevertheless, I re- 
mained eleven days in this uncomfortable 
situation ; I was watched like a criminal all 
day, and one of the servants walked fifom 
one room to another all night, in the nature 
of a palrole : while my lord, who lay in the 
chamber above me,, got out of bed, and tri|Kr 
ped to the window, at,, the sound of every 


coach that chanced to pass tlirough the 
street. Il — 1-, who was consummate, in 
the arts of a sycopliant, began to court my 
favopr, by condoling my amiction^ and as- 
suring me, that the only method ty which 1 
could regain my liberty, was a cheerful com- 
pliaticG with the humour of my lord. I was 
fully convinced of the truth of this obser- 
vation ; and, though my temper is altogether 
averse to dissimulation, attempted to affect 
an air of serenity'and resignation. But this 
disguise, I found; would not answer my pur- 
pose; and therefore I had recourse to the 
assistance of my maid, who was permitted to 
attend me in my confinement. With her f 
frequently consulted about the means of ac- 
coinplishing my escape. In consequence of 
our deliberations, she directed a coach and 
six to be ready at a certain part of the town, 
and to wait for me three days in the same 
place, in case I could not come before the 
expiration of that term. 

This previous measure being taken ac- 
cording to my instructions, the next neces- 
sary skip was to elude the vigilance of my 
;uurd ; and in tUs manner did I effectuate 
iv purpose. Being by this time indulged in 
t he liberty of going out in the coach, for the 
benefit of the air, Attended by two footmen, 
who laid orders to watch all my motions, 
I made use of this privilege one forenoon, 

when Lord expected some company 

to dinner, and bade the coachman drive to 
the lodginggf of a man who wrote with his 
mouth, intending to give my spies the slip, 
oh pretence of seeing this curiosity; but 
they were too alert, in their duty to be thus 
outwitted, and followed me up stairs into the 
ve^ apartment. 

Disappointed in this Jiope, 1 revolved auo- 
tlicr scheme, wliicli was attended with suc- 
cess ; I bought some olives at an oil-shop; 
and, telling the servants I would proceed to 
St James’s gate, and take a turn in tlie pari:, 
broke one of the bottles by the way, com- 
plained of the misfortune when I was set 
down, and desired that my coach might be 
cleaned before my return. While my at- 
tendants were employed in this ofoce, I trip- 
ped across the parade to the Ilorse-guardsi, 
and chanced to meet with an acquaintance 
in the park, who said, he saw by my counte- 
nance that I was upon some expedition. I 
owned his suspicion was just ; but, as 1 had 
not time to relate particulars, .1 quickened 
my pape, and took possession of an hackney- 
coach, in which I proceeded to the vehicle 
which I had appointed to be in waiting. 

While I thus compassed my escape, there 
w^as nothing but perplexity and confusion at 
home ; dinner was delayed till six o’clock ; 
my lord ran half the town over in quest qf 
his equipage, which at last returned, with an 
account m my elopement. My maid wa$^ 
brought to the question, arid grievously threat- 
enea; but (like njl the women I ever had)" 



244 SMOIXETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


remained unshaken in her fidelity.. In tke 
mean time, I travelled night and day towards 
my retreat in Lincolnshire, of which his lord- 
ship had not as yet got the least intelligence ; 
and as rny coachman was but an inexperi«> 
enced driver, I was obliged to make use of 
my own skill in that exercise, and direct his 
endeavours, the whole way, without ventur- 
ing to go to bed, or take the least repose, 
until I reached my own habitation. There I 
lived in peace and tranquillity for the space 
of six weeks, when I was alarmed by one of 
my lord’s myrmidons, who came into the 
neighbourhood, blustering and swearing that 
he would cany me olf either dead or alive. 

It is not to be supposed that I was perfect- 
ly easy when I was made acquainted with 
lus purpose and declaration, as my whole 
family consisted of no more than a couple of 
women and one footman. However, I sum- 
moned, up my courage, which had been often 
tried, and never forsook me in the day of 
danger; and sent him word, that, if ever he 
should presume to approach my house, I 
would order him to be shot without cere- 
mony. The fellow did notthoose to put me 
to the trial, and returned to town without his 
errand. But as the place of my abode was 
now discovered, I laid rn^ account with hav- 
ing a visit from his employer : I therefore 
planted spies upon the road, with a promise 
of reward to him who should bring me the 
first intelligence of his lordship’s approach. 

Accordingly, I was one morning apprised 
of his coming, and, mounting horse imme- 
diately, with my woman and valet, away we 
rode, in defiance of winter. In two days I 
traversed the wilds of Lincolnshire "and 
hundreds of Essex, crossed the river at Til- 
bury, breakfasted at Chatham, by the help of 
a guide and moonlight arrived at Dover tho 
same evening, embarked for Calais, in which 
place I found myself next day at two o’clock 
in the afternoon ; and, being heartily tired 
with my journey, betook myself to rest. 
My maid, who was not able to travel with 
such expedition, followed me at an easier 
pace ; and the footman was so astonished at 
my perseverance, that he could not help ask- 
ing me upon the road, if ever I was weary in 
my life] Certain it is, my spirits and re- 
solution have enabled me to undergo fatigues 
that are almost incredible. Prom Calais I 
went to Brussels, w%Te I again set up my 
rest in private lo ; was again perrectW 
well received by the faehio.iable people of 
that place ; and, by the interest of my friends, 
obtained the queen of Hungary’s protection 
against the persecution of my husband, while 
I shouldroside in the Austrian Netherlands. 

Thus secured, I lived uncensured, con- 
versing with English company, with 
which this city was crowded ; but spent the 
most agreeable part of my time with the 
Countess of Calembergi in whose bouse I 
generally dined and aupped ; * and I also con- 


traded an intimacy with the princess of 
Chemay, who was a great favourite with 
Madam d’Harracbf the governor’s lady. 

• I had not been long in this happy situation, 
when I was disturbed by the arrival of 
Lord , who demanded me of the gover- 

nor ; but finding me sheltered from his power, 
he set out for Vienna ; and, in consequence 
of his representations, strengthened with the 
duke of N — ’s name, my protection was 
witlidrawn. But, before this application, he 
had gone to the camp, and addressed him- 
self to Lord Stair, who was my particular 
friend and ally by my first marriage,desiring 
he would compel me to return to his house. 
His lordship told him, that I was in no shape 
subject to liis command ; but invited him to 
dinner, with a view of diverting himself and 
company at tho cxpencc of his guest. In 
the evening, he was plied with so many 
bumpers to my health, that he became in- 
toxicated, and extremely obstreperous, in- 
sisted upon seeing Lord Stair after , he was 
retired to rest, and quarrelled with Lord D— , 
who being a tall, lar^, rawboned Scotchman, 
could have swallowed him at one mouth- 
ful ; but he thought he might venture to chal- 
lenge him, in hopes of being put under arrest 
by the general : though he reckoned without 
his host; Lord Stair knew his disposition, 
and, in order to punish his presumption, 
winked at the affair. The challenger, find- 
ing himself mistaken in his conjecture, got 
up early in the morning, and went off post 
for Vienna: and Lord Stair desired a certain 
man of quality to make nn* a visit, and give 
me an account of his behaviour. 

Being now deprived of my protection and 
pin-money, which my generous husband would 
no longer pay, I was reduced to great diffi- 
culty and distress. The duchess d’Aremberg, 
j^rd G — and many other persons of dis- 
tinctiem, interceded in my behalf with bis 
majesty, who was then abroad ; but he refused 
to interpose between man and wife. Tbcf 
Countess of Calemberg wrote a letter to my 
father, in which she represented my uncom- 
fortable situation^ and undertook to answer 
for my conduct, in case be would allow me a 
small annuity, on which I could live inde- 
pendent of Lord , who, by all accounts, 

was awretch with whom 1 could never enjoy 
the least happiness or quiet, otherwise she 
would be. the first to advise me to an accom- 
modation. Sh^ gave him to understand, that 
her ehar^ter was neither doubtful nor ob- 
scure; and (hat, if my conduct there had not 
been irreproachable, she should noV have 
taken me under her protection; that, an I 
proposed to board in a convent, a small sum 
would answer my occasions ; but, . if that 
should he denied, 1 would actually gp to ser- 
vice, or take some ether desperate step, to 
avoid the man who was my bane and aversion. 

To this kind reinonstranee niy father 
answered^ that his fortune would not .,Mlow 
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him to assist mo ; he had now a youx^ lamily; 
and that; I ought, at all events, to return to 
my husband. By this time, suoh was the 
extremity of my circumstances, tiiat 1^ was 
forced to pawn my clothes, and every trifling 
trinket in my possession, and oven to descend 
so far as to solicit Mr S-: — for a loan of 
fifly pounds, which he refused. 

Thus was 1 deserted in my distress by two 
persons, to whom, in the* season of my afflu- 
ence,' my purse, had been always open. 
Nothing so effectually subdues a spirit un- 
used to supplicate, as want : repulsed in this 
manner, 1 had recourse to Lord B— , who 
was also (it seems) unable to relieve my ne- 
cessities. This mortihcation 1 deserved at 
bis hands, though he had once put it in my 
power to be miove all such paltry appli- 
cations ; and 1 should not have been com- 
'^pclled to the disagreeable task of troubling 
my friends, had not I vofontarily resigned 
what he formerly gave me. As to the other 
gentleman to whom 1 addressed myself on 
this occasion, I think he might haVe shown 
more regard to my situation, not only for the 
reasons already mentioned, but because he 
knew me too well to be ignorant of what I 
must have suffered in condescending to make 
. such a request. 

Several officers, who guessed my adversity, 
generously offered to supply me v/ith money; 
but I could not bring myself to make use of 
their friendship, or even to o\yn my distress, 
except to one person, of whom I borrowed 
a small sum. To crown my misfortunes, I 
was taken very ill, at a time v/hen there was 
no other way of avoiding the clutches of my 
persecutor but by a precipitate flight. In 
this emergency, I applied to a worthy gentle- 
man at Brussels, a very good friend of mine, 
but no lover. I say no lover, because every 
man is supposed to act in that capacity who 
befriends a you^ig woman in distress. This 
generous Fleming set out with me. in the 
night from Brussels, and conducted me to 
the frontiers of France. Being .very much 
indisposed both in mind and body when I 
was obliged to undertake this ex^dition, I 
should in all probability liave sunk under tlie 
fatigue of travelling, had not ray spirits been 
kept up by the conversation of njy com- 
panion, who was a man of business and con- 
sequence, and undertook to manage my af- 
fairs in such a manner os would enable me to. 
re-establish my residence in the place I had 
left. He Was young and active, attended me 
with the utmost care and assiduity, and left 
nothing undqno which nei thought would coii^ 
tribute to. m;^ ease and satisfrlction. I believe 
his fiiendship for me was a little tinctured 
with another paesion; but he was married, 
and lived, very \yell with his wife, who was 
also my friend; so that he knew I would 
never think of him in. the light of a lover. 

' Upon our arrival' at Valenciennes, he ac-< 
commodated me .with , a , little money,(fpra 


little was all I would take), and returned to 
his owii city, after we had, settled a corres- 
pondence by letters. I was detained a day ' 
or two in this place by my indisposition 
which increased; but, nevertheless;, proceed- 
ed to Paris, to make interest for a protection 
from the king of France, which that monarch 
graciously accorded me in three days after 
my first application; and. his minister sent ' 
orders to all the governors and inteiidants of 
the province towns, to protect me against 

the efibrts of Lord , in whatever placo I 

should choose to reside. 

Having returned my thanks at Versailles 
for this fovour, and tarried a few days at Pa- 
ris, which was a place altogether unsuitable 
to the low ebb of my fortune, I repaired to 
Lisle, where 1 intended to fix my habitation; 
and there my disorder recurred with such 
violence, that I was obliged to send for a 
physician, who seemed to have been a dis- 
ciple of Sandrago ; for be scarce left a drop 
of blood in my body, and yet I found myself 
never a whit the better. Indeed, I was so 
much exhausted by these evacuations, and 
my constitution 8>Amuch impaired by fatigue 
and perturbation of mind, that I had no other 
hope of recovering but that of reaching Eng- 
land, and putting myself under the direqtion 
of a physician on whose ability I could de- 
pend. , ' 

With this doubtful prospect, therefore, I* 
detennided to attempt a return to my native - 
air, and actually departed from Lisle, in such 
a melancholy enfeebled condition, that I had 
almost faiinted when I was put into the coach. 
But before I resolved upon this journey. 1 
was reduced to the utmost exigence of for- 
tune, so that I could scarce afford to buy 
provisions, liad it been in my power to eat, 
and should not have been able to defray my 
travelling expences, had I not been generous- 
ly befriended by Lord R--- M , who (I am 

sure) would have done, any thing for my ease 
and accommodation, though he has unjustly* 
incurred the imputation of being parsimoni- 
ous, and I had no reason to expect any such 
favour at his hatlds. 

< In this deplorable state of health I was 
conveyed to Calais, being nR the way (as it 
were) in the arms of death, without having 
swallowed the least sustenance on the road. 
So much was my indisposition augmented by 
the, fatigue of the journey, that I swooned 
when I was brmight into the innt and had aU 
most expired before I could receive the least 
assistance or advice ; however, my spirits 
wete a little revived by some bread and wine, 
which I took at Uio persuasion of a French 
surgeon, who, chancing to pass by the door, 
was called up to my relief. Having sent my 
servant to Brussels, to take care of ray 
clothes, I embarked in the packet-boat, and 
by the time we arrived at Dover was almost 
in extremity. . , . , * 

t found a return coach, in which I . 
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WAS ''ciirri<?d to London, and was put to bod 
at the house wo put up at, more dead than 
alive. The people of the inn sent for an 
apotliccurv, who administered some cordial 
that recalled md to life; and, when I re- 
covered the use of speech, I told him who I 

was, and desired him to wait upon Dr S , 

and inform him of my situation. A young 
girl, who was niece to the landlord’s wife, 
seeing me unattended, made a tender of her 
service to me, and I accepted the offer, as 
well as of a lodging in the ajiotherary’s 
house, to which I was conveyed as soon as 
my strength would admit of my removal. 
There I was visited by my physician, who 
was shocked to find me in such a dangerous 
condition; however, having considered my 
case, he perceived that my indisposition pro- 
ceeded from the calamities I had undergone, 
and encouraged me with the hope of a 
speedy cure, proinded I could be kept easy 
and undisturbed. 

r was accordingly attended with all imagin- 
able care ; rny ford’s name being never 
mentioned in my hearing, because I con- 
siderod him as the fatal source of all my mis- 
fortunes; and in a month I recovered ray 
health, by the great skill and tenderness of 
my doctor, who now finding me strong 
enough to encounter fresh troubles, endea- 
vourSl to persuade me, that it won}d be my 
wisest step to return to my husbaji^.; whom 
at that time lie had often occa»^ii( |Q see. 
But I rejected his proposal, idi^ihmlipced a 
new law-suit tor separation, and took a small 
house in St James’s-square. 

About this time my woman returned from 
Bru.ssels, but without my clothes, w'bich were 
detained on account of tiic nmiiey I owed in 
that places and, asking her dismission from 
my service, set up shop for herself. I had 
not lived many, weeks in my in'w iiabitation, 
when my persecutor renew^ Ins attempts to 
- make himself master of my i^crson, but I 
♦Jiad learned from experience to redouble my 
vigilance, and he was fhistrated in all his 
endeavours. L was again happy in the corr- 
versation of my former acquaintance, and 
visited by a groat number of gentlemen, 
mostly persons of probity and sense, who 
cultivated my friendship without any other' 
motive of attachment. Not that I was un- 
solicited on the article of love : that was a 
theme on which I never wanted orators; and 
could I have prevailed upon myself to profit 
by the advances thttt were made, I might 
have inanagv^d opport'niities so as to 
have set fortune at de/iani^e fbr the future. 
But I iUMts none of those economists, who 
can saerifilfc" their hearts to interested con- 
siderations. 

One. evening, while I was converaing with 
three or fijur of my friends, my lawyer came 
in, and told' me he iiad eontethmg of con- 
sequence to impart; upon which all the gen- 
tlemen but oae went away. Then he gave 


me to understand, that my suit would im- 
mediately come to .trial; andr though he . 
hoped the best, the issue was uncertain; that 
if it should be* given against me, the decision 
would inspire rny lord with fresh spirits to 
disturb my peace ; ond therefore it would be 
convenient for me to retire, until the affair 
should be brought to a determination. 

I was very much disconcerted at this in- 
telligence ; and the gentleman who staid per- 
ceivnng my concern, asked what I intended 
to do, or if he could serve me in any shape, 
and desired to know whither I pressed to 
retreat? I affected to laugh, and answered, 
^‘To a garret, I believe.” To this over- 
strained raillery, he replied, that, if I should, 
his friendship and regard would find the way 
to my apartment ; and I had no rcMison to 
doubt the sincerity of his declaration. We 
consulted about the measures I should take ; 
and I detennined to remove into the country, 
where I was soon favoured with a letter from 
him, wherein he es^iressed the infinite plea- 
sure he had in being able to assure me that 
my suit liad been successful, and that I might 
appear again with great safety. 

Accordingly I rtiturned to town in his 
coach and slx, which he had sent for my con- 
venience, and tho samo evening Went witli 
him to the masquerade, where wc passed the 
night very agreeably, his spirits as well as 
mine being elevated to a joyous pitch by the 
happy event of my process. This gentleman 
was a person of great honour, worth, and 
good nature ; he loved me extremely, hut did 
not care that I should know the extent of his 
passion : on the contrary, he endeavoured to 
persuade me, he had laid’ it down as a maxim, 
that no woman should ever have power 
enough over his heart to give him the least 
pain or disquiet. In short, he had made a 
progre.ss in rny affection, and to his generosity 
was I indebted for my subsistence two whole 
years ; during which lie \yas continually pro- 
fessing this philosophic indifference, while, 
at the same time, he was giving me daily as- 
surances of his friendship and esteem, and 
treating me with incessant marks of the most . 
passionate love : so that 1 concluded his in- 
tention was cold, though his temper was 
warm. Considering mysflf as an incumbrance 
upon his fortune, I redoubled my endeavours 
to oMain » separate maintenance from my 
lord, and removed from St Jjimes’e-square to 
lodgings at Kensing^n, where I had not. 
long enjoyed myself in tranquillity, before it 
was interrupted, by a very unexpected visit. 

While I was busy one day dressing in my 
dining-room, I found his lordship at my elbow 
before 1 was aware of Ins approach, although 
his coach was at the door, and the house al- 
ready in the possession of his servants. He 
accosted ihe' in the usual stvlo, as iT we hod 
parted the night before ; and I answered him. 
with an appearance of the same careless 
^miliarity, desiring him to' sit down! while I 
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retreated to my cliamber, lected the door, 
and fairly went to bed, being perhaps the drst 
woman who went thither for protection from 
tlie insults of a man. Here th6n I immured 
myself with my faithful ^igaiL My lord 
findingmc secured, knocked at the door« and 
through the key-hole begged to be admitted, 
assuring me that all he wanted was a con^ 
ference. 1 desired to be excused, though 1 
believed his assurance ; but I had np iiicli- 
iiaLion to converse with- him, because I knew 
from experience the nature of his coiiwr- 
sation, which was so disagreeable and tor- 
menting, that I would liave exchanged it at 
any time for a good beating, and thought my, 
self a gainer by the bargain. However, he 
persisted in his importunities to such a de.< 
gree, that I assented to his- proposal, on con- 
dition that the duke of 1^ should be 

present at the interview ; and he immediate- 
ly sent a message to his grace, while I in 
peace ate my breakfast, conveyed in a basket, 
which was hoisted up to the window of my 
bed-chamber. 

The duke was so kind as to come at my 
lord’s request, and, before I would open the 
door, gave me his word, that I should be pro- 
tected from all violence and compulsion. 
Thus assured, they were permitted to enter. 
My little gentleman, sitting down by my bed- 
side, began to repeat the old hacknied ar- 
guments he had formerly used, with the view 
of inducing me to live with him ; and I, on 
my side, repeated my former objections, or 
pretended to listen to his representations, 
while my imagination w^as employed in con- 
triving the means of effecting an escape, 
as the duke easily perceived % my coun- 
tenance. 

Finding all his remonstrances ineffectual, 
he quitted the chamber, and letl his cause to 
the eloquence of his grace, who sat with me 
a whole hali-bour, without exerting himself 
much in behalf of- his client, because he 
knew I was altogether obstinate and de- 
termined on, that score ; hnt joked upon the 
behaviour of his lordship, wlio (though jealous 
of most people) had left him alone with me 
in my bed-chamber, observing, that he must 
citlier have great confidence in Iiis virtue, or 
a very, bad opinion, of him otherwise. In- 
short, I found means to defer the categorical 
answer till next day, and invited the duke 
and his lordship ta dine with me to-morrow. 
My wise yoke-fellow seemed to doubt thq 
sincerity of this, invitation, and was vq^y 
much ftiqposed to keep possession of my 
iiouBC : but, by the pemuasiops of his grace, 
and the advice of .H— n, who was his chief 
counsellor and back, he was prevailed upon 
to. takq ray word, and for the ptesent leftmjB. 

They were iVo sooner retired, than I ipse 
with great expedition, packed up mV clothes, 
and took shelter in Essex for tlie first time. 
Nd-xt day my lord and his noble friend came 
to-, dinner^ according to appointment; and, 

' i , ... ar- * 


being informed of my escape by my woman, 
whom I had Icfl; in the house, his lordship 
discovered some signs of discontent, and in- 
sisted upon seeing my papers; upon which 
my maid produced a jwtrcel of bUla, which I 
ovyed to different people. Notwithstanding 
this disappointment, he sat down to what 
was provided for dinner, and with great de- 
liberation ate up a leg of lamb, the best part 
of a fowl, and something pise, which I do 
not now remember; and then very peaceably 
went away, giving my maid an opportunity 
of following me to the place of my retreat. 

My intention was to have sought refuge, 
as formerly,, in another -country; but I was 
prevented from putting my fiesign in exe- . 
cution by a fit of illness, during which I was 
visited by my physician and some of my own 
relations, particularly a distant cousin of 
mine, whom my lord had engaged in his in- 
terests, by promising to recompence her am- ' 
ply^ if she could persuade me to comply with 
his desire. In tnis office she was assisted 
by the doctor, who was m‘y friend, and a man 
of sense, for whom 1 have the most perfect 
esteem, though he and 1 have often differed 
in point of opinion. In a word, I was ex- 
posed to the incessant importunities of all 
my acquaintance, which, added to the. des- 
perate circumstances of my fortune, com- 
pelled me to embrace Uie terms that were 
offered, and 1 a^ain returned to the domestic 
duties of a wife. 

1 was eotfducted to my lord’s house by an 
old friend of mine, a gentleman turned of 
fifty, of admirable parts and understanding ; 
he was a pleasing companion, cheerful and 
humane, and had acquired a great share of 
my esteem and respect. In a word, his ad- 
vice had great weight in my deliberations, 
because it seemed to be the result of ex- 
perience and disinterested friendship. With- 
out ail doubt, he had ait unfeigned concern 
for my welfare ; but, being an admirable po- 
litician, his scheme was to make my interest 
coincide with his own inclinations ; for I had 
unwittingly made an innovation upon his 
heart; and as he thought I should hardly 
favour his passion while I was at liberty to 
converse with the rest of, my admirers, he 
counselled me tp surrender that freedom, 
well knowing that my lord would be easily 
efouaded to banish all hiS rivals from the 
ouse ; in which case, be did not doubt, of 
has being able to insinuate himself into my 
affections; because he laid it down as an 
eternal truth, that^ if any two persons of dif- 
ferent sexes' were obliged to live together in 
a desett, where they woidd be excluded from 
all other human, intercourse, they would 
naturally and inevitably contract an incli- 
nation for each other. 

How just this hypothesis might be, I ieiave 
to the determination of the curious ; though,, 
if I may be allowed to judge from my own. - 
disposition, a couple so situated wouM be apt 
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to imbibe nmtiial disgusts, frpm the nature was not equal to the fortitude of my mind 
and necessity of their union, unless ’their as- I was taken ill, the servants were obliged 
sociation was at first the effect of recipr,ocal to be called up, while my lord himself, 
affection and esteem. Be' this as it will, I terrified at my situation, ran up stairs to Mrs, 
honour the gentleman for his-plan, which was S— , who was in bed, told her, with evi- 
ingcniously contrived, and artfully conduct- dent perturbation of spirits, that I was very 
ed ; but 1 happened to have too much address much indisposed, ahd said, he believed I was. 
for him in the sequel, cunning as he was, frightened by his entering my chamber with 
though at first I did noU perceive his drift; liis sword in hand. 

and his lordship was much )css likely to This lady was so startled at bis infor- 
comprehend hie meaning. mation, that she ran into my apartment lialf- 

Immcdiately after this new accommo- naked, and as she went down stairs, asked 
dalion, I was carried to a country liouse be- what reason could induce him to have car- 
longing to my lord, and was simple enough ried^ his sword witJi him ; upon which he 
.to venture myself (unattended by any servant gave her to understand, that his intention, 
on whose integrity I could depend) in the was to kill the bats. I believe end hope lie 

hands of his lordship and II , whoso vil- had no other design than that of intimidating 

)any I always dreaded ; though at this time me ; but when the affair happened, I was pf 
niy apprehensions were considerably in- i a different opinion. Mrs S. — — , having pul 
creased, by recollecting, that it was not his i on her clothes, sat up all night by my hed- 
interost to let me live in the house, lest his | side, and was so good as to assure me, thal 
conduct should be inquii-cd into ; and by re- she would not leave me, until I should be 
raembering that the very Jiousc to which we safely delivered from the apprehensions that 
were. going had been twice burnt down in a surrounded me in this bouse, to which she 
very short space of time, not without sus- and the doctor had been the principal cause 
picign of his having been the incendiary, on of my coming; for my lord had haunted and 
account of some box of writings which was importuned them incessantly on this subject, 
lost in the conflagration. True it is, this protesting. that he loved me with the most 
imputation was never made good ; and per- inviolable afiectiou, and all lie desired was, 
haps he was altogether jnnocent of the that I would sit at his table, manage his 
charge, which ne\^rtheless affected my spirits family, and share his r>rtumj. By these 
in such a manner, as rendered me the most professions, uttered wiili an air of honesty 
miserable of all mortals. In this terror did and good nature, he liad imposed himsMl’f 
1 remain, till my consternation was weaken- upon them for the best tcaipercd creature 
ed by the arrival of Mr Bal — , a good natur- upon earth ; and they used all tiieir influence 
ed worthy man, whom my lord had invited to with rne to take him inro favour. This hath 
his house, and I thought v^^ould not see me ill been the case with a great many people, who 
used. In *a few weeks we were joined by Dr had but a superficial knowledge of his dis- 
S— and his lady, who visited us according position ; but, in the course of their acquaint- 
to their promise ; and it was resolved that ance, they have never failed to discern and 
we should set out for Tunbridge, on a party acknowledge their mistake, 
of pleasure, and at our rcliirn examine H — ’s The doctor, on Jiis return from Tunbridge, 

accounts. to whiph place he had made a trip by him- 

This last part of our scheme was not at self, found mo ill a-bed, and the whole family 
all relished by our worthy steward, who in confusion ; surprised and concerned at 
therefore determined to overturn our whole this disorder, he entered into expostulation 
plan, and succeeded accordingly. My lord with my lord, who ov.med, tlyil the cause of 
all of a sudden declared himself against the his displeasure and disquiet was no other 

jaunt we had projected, and insisted upon than jcaloiisyr H had .informed hin:, 

rny staying at homo, without assigning any that'I had been seen to walk out with Mr 
reason for this poromptory behaviour; his < Bal — in a morning; and that our corres- 
'^countenanoe hehig cloudy, and, for the space' pondence had been observed with many ad- 
of three dayn, ho did not open his month, ^ | ditional circumstances, which were abeohite- 
At lost, he one night entered my bed- j ly false and groundless. This imputation 
chamber^" to wliich he ha^J now free access, was no sooner understood, tlian it was re- 
with his sword ‘ his arm, and, if I re'- solved that the acensor should be examined 
ihcittbep arfght* iUViis ready drawn. T could in presence of iis all; Ho accordingly ap- 
not help takitfo notice of this alarming cir- poared, exceedingly drunk, though jb was 
whjfeh siiockod mo the more, as morning, and rej>eated the art.icl^ of tho 
it .happened Mmediatoly after a gloomy fit <jlxarge» as au itiformation he had received 
of discontent.' Hqwever, I seemed to over- from a man who came froin town 'to hang 
look the inddseut, and, diismiiMsmg my maid, the^ belts,, and was long ago returned. to 
went to bed, bec.au8e 1 was ashamed to ac- London, . ' 
knowledge; even to , my own heart, any dread This tvas an instance of hi$ cunning ami 
of a person' whom 'I despised so much, address, which did not forsake him even 'in. 
However, the streji^h, of my constitution | his liours of intoxication. . Had he fixed the. 
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calumny on any one of the aemnts, he 
would have been confronted and detected, in 
his falsehood. Nev^faeless^ thoug[h he could 
not be .legdly convicted, it plainly appeared 
that he was the author of this defatn'ation, 
which incensed Mr Bal — to such a degi^, 
that he could scarce be withheld from punish- 
ing him on the sppt, by manual chastisement. 
However, he was prevailed upon to abstain 
from such immediate vengeance, as a step 
unworthy of his character; and the affair 
was brouglit to this issue, that his lordship 

should cither part with me or Mr H 

for I was fully determined a^inst living 
under the same roof with sudi an incen- 
diary. 

This alternative being proposed, my lord 
dismissed his steward, and we returned to 

town witli the doctor and Mrs S ; for I 

had imbibed such horror and aversion for 
this country-seat (tliough one of the pleasant- 
est in England), that I could not bear to live, 
iu it.' We therefore removed to a house in 
Bond-street, where, according to the advice 
of my friends, I exerted my whole power 
and complaisance in endeavours to keep my 
husband in good hunv>iir ; but was so un- 
successful iii my attempts, that, if ever he 
was v/brse tempered, more capricions, or in- 
tolerable at one time than at another, this 
was the season in whicli his ill humour pre- 
dominated in tlie most rancorous degree, 
I was scarce ever permitted to stir abroad, 
saw nobody at hoftie but my old male friend 
whom I have mentioned above, and the 
doctor with his lady, from whose conver- 
sation I was at last also excluded. 

Nevertheless I contrived to steal a meet- 
ing, now and then, with my late benefacto^, 
for whom I entertained a great share of af- 
fection, c.xclusive of that gratitude that was 
due to his generosity. It was not his fault 
that I compromised matters with my* lord; 
for he was as free of his purse as I un- 
williiig to use it. It would, thicrofore, have 
been unfriendly, unkind, and anmteful in 
me (now that ! was in afflucnc<Oi to avoid 
all intercourse with a man who had support- 
ed me in adversity. I think people cannot 
b'e too shy and scrupulous in receiving 
favours ; but once they are conferred, they 
ought never to forget the obligation : and I 
was never nmre concerned at any incident 
of my life, than at hearing tliat tjlis gentle- 
man . did not receive a letter, iu which I ac- 
knowledged the last prt)of of his friendship 
and liberality whiph I had occasion to use, 
because I have since leariied that he suspect- 
ed me of neglect. 

But to return to my situation in Bond- 
street. r bore it as well as I could for tho 
space of thr^ months, during which I lived 
iti the midst of spies, who were employed to 
w'afeh my conduct; ahd underwent every 
mortification that malice, j)Owcr, and folly 
could inflict. Nay, ao ridiculous, so nn- 


reasonable was my tyrant in hid sj^leen, that 
he declared he would even .he jealous of 
Heydi^er, if there was no other man to 
incur his suspicion : he expected that I 
should spend my whole time with him tete^ 
a^tete ; when I sacrificed my enjoyment o 
those comfortable parties, he never fkiled to • 
lay hold on some innocent expression ■ of 
mine, which he made the foundation of a 
quarrel ; and, when I strove to avoid these 
disa^eeable misinterpretations by reading or 
writing, hq incessantly teased and tormented 
me with the imputation of being peevish, 
sullen, and reserved. 

Harassed by this unsufferable behaviour, 

I communicated my case to Dr S and 

his lady, intimating that I neither could noi 
would expose myself any longer to such 
usage. The doctor exhorted me to be^r my * 

fate with patience ; and Mrs S was silent 

on the subject ; so that I still hesitated be- 
tween staying and going, when the doctor,, 
being one night at supper, happened to have 
some words with my lord, who was so . 
violently transported with passion, that 1 
was actually afraid of going to bed with him ; 
and next morning, when he aw'aked, there 
was such an expression of frantic wildness 
in his countenance, that I imagined he was 
actually distracted. 

This alarming circumstance confirmed me , 
in my resolution of decamping; and I ac- 
cordingly moved my quarters to a house in 
SackvUle-stroet, where I had lodged when I 
was a widow. Prom tlience I sent a mess- 
age to tho duke of L , desiring he would 

make my lord acquainted with tlie place of 
my abode, my reasons for removing, and my 
intention to defend myself against all his at- 
tempts. The first night of this separation \ 
went to bed myself with as much pleasure 
as a man would feel in going to bed to Ins 
mistress wlioni he had long solicited in vain, 
BO rejoiced was I to be delivered from my 
obnoxious bedfellow ! 

From these lodgings I soon moved to 
Brook-street, where I had not long enjoyed 
the sweets of my escape, when 1 was im- 
portuned to return, by a new steward whom 
my' lord had engaged in room of H'-r-u. 
This gentleman, wdio bore a very fair charac- 
ter, made such judicious representation?, 
and behaved so candidly in the discharge of 
his ^^nction, that I agreed he should act as 
um'pire in the difference betwixt us, and one*' 
more a reconciliation was effected, thouijK 
Ilia lordship began to be dissatisfied oven be- 
fore the execution of our agreement; in con- 
sequence of which he attended me to Bath, 
whither 1 went for the benefit of my health, 
which was not a little impaired. 

This accommodation had a surprising 
effect upon my lover, who, notwithstanding 
his repeated declarations, that no woman 
should ever gain such an ascendency over 
hiq heart os to he able to gi\'e him pain, . 
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fered all the agonies of disappointed love, 
when he now found Ijimself deprived of the 
opportunities of seeing me, and lichaVed 
very differently from what he. imagined he 
sliould. His words and actions were despe 
rate : one of his expressions to me was, — 
“it is like twisting my heart-strin^ and 
tearing it out of my body.” Indeed 1 never 
should have acted this part, had J foreseen 
what he would have suffered ; but I protest 
1 believed* him when he said otherwise, so 
much that his declaration on that subject 
was the occasion of my giving him up ; and 
it was too late to retract. 

In our expedition to Bath, I was accompa- 
nied by a very agreeable young lady, with 
whom I passed my time very happily, amid 
the diversions of the place, which screened' 
me, in a good measure, from the vexatious 
society of my hopeful partner. From this 
place we repaired to Jiis seat in the country, 
where we spent a fe.w months, and thence ' 
returned again to our house in Bond-street. 
Here, while I was confined to my bed by 
illness, it was supposed my indisposition was 
no other than a private lying-in, thougli I 
was under the roof with my lord, and attend- 
ed by his servants. 

While the distemper continued, my lord 
(to do him justice) behaved with all imagin- 
able tenderness and care ; and his concern 
on these occasions I have already mentioned 
as a strange inconsistency in his disposition. 
If his actions were at all accountable, I 
should think he took pains to fret me into a 
fever first, in 'order to manifest his love and 
humanity afterwards. When I recovered 
my strength and spirits, I went abroad, saw 
company, and should have been easy, had he 
been contented ; but as my satisfaction in- 
creased, his good humour decayed, and he 
banished from his house, one by one, all the 
people whose conversation could have made 
iny life agreeable. 

I often expostulated with liira upon Ills 
malignant behaviour, protesting my desire of 
living peaceably with him, and begging he 
would not lay* me under the necessity of 
changing my measures. He was deaf to all 
my remonstranctis (though I warned him 
more than once of the 'event), persisted in 
liis maxims of .persecution ; and, after repeat- 
ed quarrels, I again left his house, fiilly de- 
.termined to suffer all sorts of extremity, 
rather than subject tnyiblf to the tyranny of 
. liisr disposition. ' * ^ 

.. This year nos prodiictu^* of one fatal 
eveijrt, which J felt with the utmost sensibility 
of sorrow^ I shall always remember 

Withr8gre£-7l moan tire death of MrB , 

with whom I, had' constantly maintained an 
intirnate corrospbadence since the first com- 
mencement of .oHr acauaintance. He was 
one of the most yaluabie men, and promised 
to be one of the brightest ornaments that 
this or any other age ' had produced. I en- 


joyed his friendship without reserve; and 
'such waa the ^confi^nce he reposed in my 
integrity, from long experience of my truth,, 
that he often ,said he would believe my bai‘e, 
assertion, even though 1 should contradict 
the evidence of his own senses. These 
being the terms upon which we lived, itj is., 
not to be supposed that 1 bore the loss of 
him without repining: indeed mr grief .was 
unspeakable; and though ;the edge pf it be 
, now smoothed by the lenient hand of time, I 
shall never cease to cherish hie memory with 
I the most tender remembrance. 

^ During the last period oC my living with 
my lord, I had agreed to the expediency of* 
obtaining an act of parliament, winch would 
enable him to pay bis debts ; on which oc- 
casion there was a necessity of cancelling a 
deed that subsisted between us, ^relating to a 
separate maintenance, to which, on certain 
provisions, I was entitled; and this was to be 
set aside, so far as it interfered with the 
above mentioned scheme, whilp the rest of it 
should remain in force. When this affair 
was about to Ire transacted, my lord very ge- 
nerously insisted upon' my concurrence in 
annulling the whole settlement : and, when 
I refused to comply with this demafid, be- 
cause this was the sole resource I had against 
his ill usage,, he would not proceed 'in the 
execution of his plan, though, by dropping it, 
he hurt nobody but himself; and ho accused 
me of having receded from my word, after 1 
had drawn him into a considerable expense. 

This imputation of breaking my word, 
which I defy the whole world to prove I ever 
did, incensed me the more, as I myself had 
proposed the scheme for his service, although 
I- knew the accomplishment of it would en- 
danger the validity of my own settlement ; 

! and my indignation was still more augmented 
I by the behaviour* of Mr G — who had al- 
ways professed a regard for my interest, and 
upon my last accommodation with my lord, 
undertaken to effect a reconciliation between 
mvfatiierand me: but, when he was questiosi- 
ed about the particulars of thia.dilibrence, 
and desired to declare whether his lordshi]) 
or I was to blame, he declined the office of 
arbitrator, refused to be explicit upon the 
subject, and , by certain shrewd hums and 
ha*s, signified his disapprobation of my con- 
duct. xet this very man, when I imparted 
to him, in confidence, my intention of mak- 
ing another, retreat, and frankly asked his 
opinion of ray design, seemed to acquiesce in 
the justice of it in these remarkable words 

Madam, if I thought or had hopes of luy : 
lord’s growing better, I would down oh my * 
knees to desire you to stay; hot, as I have 
not, I say nothing.” . 

If he connived at my conduct in this par- 
ticulor, why should he disapprove of it %hen . 
all I asked Was but common justice?. M hb . 
was a dependant ; and therefore I excuse hif ^ 
pldogmatic (not to* call' it unfViendfy> be- ' 
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haviour. Indeed he could not be too cautious 
of giving offence to his lordship, who some- 
times made him feel the effects of that wrath 
which other people had kindled; particularly 
in consequence of a small adventure which 
' hapjiened about this very period of time. . 

A very agreeable, sprightly, good-natured 
young man, a near relation of my lord, hap- 
[>ening to be at our house one evening, when 
there was a fire in the . neighbourhood, we 
agreed to go and sup at a tavern en families 
and having spent the evening with great 
mirth and good humour, this young gentle- 
man, who was naturally facetious, m taking 
his leave, saluted us all round. My lorn, 
who had before entertained some jealousy of 
his kinsman, was very much, provoked by this 
trifling incident, but very prudently ' sup- 
pressed his displeasure till he returned to his 
own house, where his rage co-operating with 
tile champagne he had drank, inflamed him 
to such a degree of resolution, that he sprung 
upon th^ innocent G — ^n, and collared him 
with great fury, though ire was altogether 
unconcerned in the cause of his indig- 
nation. 

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, 
added to other grievances under which I 
laboured, hastened my resolution of leaving 
him ; and he to this day lilames his relation 
as the immediate cause of my escape, where- 
as he ought to place it to the account of his 
own madness and indiscretion- When I 
retired to Park-street, he cautioncxl all my 
tradesmen (not even excepting my, baker) 
against giving me credit, assuring them that 
he would not pay any debts f shomd contract: 
and the difficulties to which I was reduced, 
in consequence of this charitable declaration, 
together with the reflection of what I had 
suffered, and might undergo, from the caprice 
and barbarity of his disposition, affected my 
health so much that 1 was taken again ill, 
and my life thought in danger. 

My constitution, however, got the better 
of my distemper, and I was oi^ered into the 
count^ by my physicians, for the benefit of 
the air; so that I found mvself under the 
necessity of keeping two houses, when I 
was little fible to support one, and set up my 
chariot, because I could not defray the ex- 
pcnce of a hdckney-coach ; for 1 had as 
much credit given rne- as I asked for, not- 
withstanding my lord’s orders to the con- 
traiy. 

Having recruited my spirits in the coun- 
try, I returned to town, and was visited by 
my friends, who never forsook me in adver- 
sity, and, in the summer, removed to a house 
in Essex, where I lived a few months in 
great tranijuillity, unmolested by my tyrant 
who sometimes gave me a whole year’s res- 
’ pite. Here I used to ride and drive by turns 
(as ray humour dictated) with horses which 
were lent me ; and I had the company of my 
i lover, and another gentleman,' who was a 


very agreeable companion, and of singular 
service to me in the sequel. 

At last, my lord having received Intelli- 
gence of the place of my abode, and hit# 
tormenting humour recurring, he set out for 
my habitation, and in the morning appcaieii 
in his coach and six, attended by Mr ,G — n, 
and another person, whom he had engaged 
for the purpose, with several domestics arm- 
ed. I immediately shut up my doors at hU 
approach, and refused him admittance, whicfi 
he endeavoured to obtain by a succession of 
prayers and threats;, but I was deaf to both, 
and resolved to hold out to tlie last. Seeing 
me determined, he began his attack, and his 
servants actually forced their way into tin* 
house ; upon which 1 retreated up stairs, and 
fortified myself in iny, apartment, which thv 
assailants stormed with such fury, that the 
door began to give way, and I retired into 
another room. 

Whilst I remained in this post, Mr G — u 
demanded a parley, in which he begged I 
would favour my lord with an interview, 
otherwise he knew not what miglit be th ? 
consequence. To this remonstrance 1 re- 
plied, that I was not disposed to comply with 
his request; and that though their design 
should be murder, 1 was not at all afraid of 
death. Upon this declaration they renewed^ 
their attacks, which they carried on with in- 
different success till tlie aflemoon, when my 
lord (as if he had been at play) sent a formal 
message to foe, desiring that all hostilities 
should cease, till after both parties should 
have dined. At the same time, my own 
servants came for instructions ; and 1 ordered 
them to let him have every thing which he 
should call for, as far as the house Would 
afford. 

He did not fail to make use of this per- 
mission ; but sitting down with. his compa- 
nions, eat up my dinner without hesitation, 
after he had paid me the compliment of de- 
siring to know what he should send up to my 
apartment. Far from having any stomach 
to partake of his meal, I sat solitary upon my 
bed, in a state of melancholy expectation, 
having festened the door of the outward 
room for my security, while I kept my 
chamber open for the convenience of air, the 
weather bein^ excessively hot. 

His lordship, having indulged his appetite, 
resumed his attempt, and all of a sudden [ 
heard a noise in the next room ; upon which 
I started up, and perceiving that he had got 
into ray antichamber, by the help of a bench 
that Btpod under the window, I fliuig to tlie 
door of my room, which I locked with great 
expedition, and opening another which cojn-' 
raunicated with the, stair-case, ran out of the 
house through a crowd of more than a 
hundred people, whom this fray had gathered 
together. 

Being universally beloved in the neighbour- 
hood, and respected by my lord’s servants, I 
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passed among; them untouched, and topk te. 
fuge in a iie^hbouring cottace; while his 
, lordship bawled and roared for assistance 
afraid to come out as ho had ^one in* 
Without waiting for his deliberations; I 
changed clothes with the poor w^omaff who 
had giVcn me shelter, and in her bj'ue apron 
and straw hat sallied out into the fields, in- 
tending to seek protection at the house of a 
gentleman not far off, though I was utterly 
Ignorant of the road that led to it. How- 
ever, it Was my good fortune to meet with a 
larmer, who. undertook to conduct me to the 
place, Otherwise 1 should liave missed niy 
way, and in all probability lain in the fields,* 
lor by this time it was eight o’clock at night. 

Under the direction of this guide, I travers- 
' fed hedges and ditches (for I would not ven- 
ture to tmvel in the highway, lest I should 
lall into the hands of my pursuer) ; and after 
I had actually tumbled in the mire, and walk- 
ed SIX or seven long miles by the help of a 
good spirit, which never failed me on such 
occasions, I arrived at the place, and runo'* 
the bell at the garden gate for admittanci? 
weeing my figure, which was very uncouth, 
together with my draggled condition, they 
denied me entrance ; but when they under- 
stood who I was, immediately opened the 
door, and I was hospitably entertained, after 
having been the subject of mirth, on account 
of my dress and adventure. 

Next day I returned and took possession 
of my house again, where I ‘resumed my 
lormCT amusements, which I enjoyed in quiet 
tor the space of a whole month, waiting 
With resignation for the issue of my law- 
suit; when, one afternoon, I was apprised of 
his lordship’s approach by' one of my spies, 
whom I always employed to reconnoitre the 
road ; and so fortunate was I in the choice 
of these scouts, that I never Tvas betrayed by 
one of them, though they were often bribed 
jor that purpose. 

I no Booner rtceived tliia intelligence, 
than I, ordered ray horse to be saddled, and 
mounting, rode out of sight immediately, 
mrectmg my course a different wayftom the 
London road. I had not long proceeded in 
tins tract, when my career was all of a sud- 
den stopped by a five-bar gate, whicli, after 
eome nemtotion, I resolved to leap (my horse 
. being an old hunter), .if I-should find myself 
pursued. However,, With much difficulty, I 

made a shift to open it, and arrived in safety 
rt the house 0 . fi.y very good friend Mr 
; being a jj.Hico of the peace, 

”*** protection, if it should 

; ,Tht» ’^ttred ,foi the present, 1 sent out 
spies to hnn^ information of his lordship’s 
proceedraga, ^ understood that he. had 
.taken possession of my house, turned mv 
servants adrif^.ttod made himself master of 
ail my. raoirabtes, .clothes, and papers. As 
py the papers, they 'lyere of no consequence, ' 
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but of clothes I bad a good stpek: and when 
I had reason to believe th^t he did not intenff 
to relinquish his conquest, I thought it was 
high tune for me tb remove to a greater 
distance ftom bis quarters. AccoiSin^y, 
two dys after my escape, I set out at. eleven 

0 clock at night, in a chariot and four, which 

1 borrowed of my friend, attended by a foot- 
man, who was a stout fellow, and we|l arm- 
ed, I myself being provided with a brace of 
good pistols, which 1 wiw fully determined 
to use a^inst any person who sliould pre- 
some to lay violent hands upoo me, except 
my iord^ for whom a less mortal weapon 
would liave sufficed, such as a bodkin or a ' 
tinder-box. Notliing could be farther from 
my intention than the desire of hurting any 
living creature, much less my husband; my 
design was only to defend myself from cruel- 
ty and oppression, which I knew, by fatal 
experience, would infallibly be my lot, should 
he get me into his power ; and I thought 1 
had as good a right to preserve my happiiiGs.^, 
as th^ which every individual has to preserve 
his life, especially against a set of ruffians, 
who were engaged to rob me of it for a little 
dirty lucre. 

In the midst of our journey, the footman 
CMe up, and told me I was dogged ; upon 
which I looked out, and seeing a man riding 
by the chariot side, presented one of my 
pistols out of the window, and preserved that 
posture of defence until he thought proper to 
retreat, and rid me of the fears that attended 
his company. I arrived in town, and, chan- 
ging my equipage, hired an open chaise, in 
which (though I was almost starved with 
cold) I travefied to Reading, which I readied 
by ten next morning; and from thence pro- 
ceeded farther into the country, witli a view . 

of taking refuge with Mrs C who was 

my particular friend. Hero I should have 
found shelter, though my lord had been be- 
forehand with me, and endeavoured to pre-’ 
^ssess her against my conduct, had not the 
house been crowded with company, among 
wjjom I could not possibly have been con- 
cealed, espcci^y from her brother, who was . 
an intimate friexid of niy persecutor.' • 

Things being thus situated, I enjoyed but , 
a very short interview with her, in which her 
sorrow and perplexity on iny account appear- 
ed with great expression in her countenance ; . 
and though it was not in her power to afford 
me the relief I expected, she, in the most* ■ . 
genteel maimer, sent after me a small sum . 
of money, thinking that, considering the : 
hurry in which I left my hoqse, Lmight have . 
occasion for it on the road. I was by this 
time benumbed with cold, fiitigued witrtra- 
yelling, and almofet fVetted* to death by my 
dififi.T>r)Qintment. However, this was no time 


f U 1 I 0 nras no ume 

to mdifiae despondence ; since nobddy 
or would assist me, I stood the mere in need 
of my own resolution and presence of mind. 
After some deliberation I steered cptirao 
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back to London ; and being nnwilUng to re- 
turn by the Bame road in which. I cadKb as 
well as impatient to be at the end of my 
‘ journey, I chose the Ba^hot way, and ven- 
^ tured to cross the heath by moonlight., 

Here 1 was attacked by a footpad armed 
with a broad sword, who come, up and de- 
manded my mon^y. stock amounted to 
twelve guineas' ; and I foresaw that, should I 
be stripped of the whole sum, I could not 
travel without' discovering who I was, and 
consequently runningf the risk of being de- 
tected by my pursuer. On these conside- 
rations I gave the fellow throe guineas and 
^ some silver : with which he was so far from 
beinjv satisfied, that he threatened to search 
me for more; but T ordered the coachman 
to proceed, and by good fortune escaped 
that ceremony ; though I was under some 
. apprehension of being overtaken by a pistol 
bullet in my flight, and therefore held down 
my head in the chaise, in imitation of some 
great men, who are said to have ducked in 
the same manner in the day of battle. 

.My fears happened to be disappointed ; I 
lay at an inn upon the road, and next day 
arrived in town, in the utmost difficulty and 
distress ; for 1 knew not where to fix my ha- 
bitation, and was destitute of all means of 
support. In this dilemma, I applied to my 
lawyer, who recommended me to the house 
nf a tradesman in Westminster, where I 
lodged and boarded upon credit, with *my 
faithful Abi^il (whom I shall distinguish by 

the name of Mrs S ^r), for the space of ten 

weeks, during which I saw nobo^, and 
never once stirred abroad. 

While I was thus harassed out of all en- 
joyment of life, and reduced to the utmost 
indigence, by the cruelty of my persecutor, 
who had even stripped ine of my wearing 

apparel, I made a conquest of Lord D , 

a nobleman who is now dead, and therefore 
I shall say little of his character, which is 
perfectly well known ; this only will I ob- 
serve, that, next to my own tyrant,, he was 
the person of whom I iiad the greatest nh- 
horrence. Nevertheless, when these two 
came in competition, I preferred the offers of 
this nqvv lover, which were very consider- 
able;. and, as an asylum was the chief thing 
I wanted, agreed to follow him to his country- 
seat, whither I actually, sent my clothes. 
Which I had purchased upon credit. 

.However, upon mature deliberation, I 
changed my mind,, and signified my reso- 
lution, in a fetter, desiring, at the same time, 
that my baggage might be sent back. In 
Consequence of this message, I expected a 
visit fifom him, in all the rage of indignation 
and disappointment, and gave orders that he 
should not be admitted into my house ; yet, 
notwithstanding this precaution, he found 
means to procure entrance : and one of the 
first objects that I saw, next morning, in my 
bed-chamber, was my lover , armed with his 


horse-whip, against which (fiom the know- 
ledge of the man) I did not think myself al- 
together secure; though I was not much 
alarmed, because I believed myself, siiperior 
to him in point of bravqry, should the worst 
come to the worst ; but, contrary to my ex- 
ectation, and his usual behaviour to oiir sex,' 
e accosted me very politely, and began to 
expostulate upon the contents of my letter. 

I freely told him, that I had rashly assented ' 
to his proposal, for my own convenience 
only ; that, when 1 reflected on what I bad 
done, I thought it ungenerous in me to live 
with him upon these terms ; and that as I 
did not like him, and could not dissemble, 
such a correspondence could never tend to 
the satisfaction of either. IIo allowed tho 
inference was just, though ho was very much 
chagrined at my previous proceeding: he re- 
linquished his claim, restored my clothes, 
and never afterwards upbraided me with my 
conduct in this affair; though he at one time 
owned that he still loved me, and ever should, 
because I had used him ill ; a declaration 
that strongly marks the peculiarity of his 
character^ As for my own part, I own 
that my behaviour on this occasion is no 
other way excusable, than on account of the 
miserable perplexity Of my circumstances, 
which were .often so calamitous, that I 
wonder I have not been compelled to take 
such steps as would have rendered my con- 
duct much more exceptionable than it really , 
is. • ’ 

At last all my hopes were blasted by the 
issue of my suit, which was determined in 
favour of my lord. , Even then. I refused to 
yield ; on the contrary, coming out of re- 
tirement, I took lodgings in SufTolk-street, 
and set my t 3 rrant at defianco. But, bein^y 
unwilling to trust my doors to the care of 
other people, I hired a house in Conduit- 
street ; and no sooner appeared in the world 
again, than I was surrounded by divers and 
sundry sorts of admirers. I believe I receiv- 
ed the incense and addresses of all kinds 
under the sun, , except that sort which was 
most to my liking, a man capable of con- 
tracting and inspiring a mutual attachment ; 
but such a one is equally rare and inesti- 
mable; Aot but that I own myself greatly 
obliged tcrall those who cultivated my good 
graces, though they were very little beholden 
to me ; for \vncre I did not really love, I couhl 
never profess that passion ; that sort of dis- 
simulation is a slavery that no honest nature 
will undergo. Except one worthy young 
man, w’hom I sometimes saw, they were a 
strange medley of insignificant beings; one 
was insipid, another ridiculously affected, a 
third void of all education, a fourth altogether 
inconsistent ; and, in short, 1 found as many 
trifling characters among the men, as ever. I 
observed in my own sex. Some of them; I 
endeavoured to bring over to my mhxhnsr 
while they attempted to make a proselyte cfif ; 
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me; but finding* the task inipractieable en 
, both sides, we very wisely dropt each, other. 

At length, however, I was blessed with the 
acquaintance of one nobleman, who is, per> 
imps, the first character in England^ in point 
of honour, integrity, wit, sense, and bene- 
volence. When I have 'thus .distinguished 

him, I need scarce mention Lord . 

This great, this good man, possesses every 
accornplislmient requisite to inspire admi- 
ration, love, and esteem. With infinitely 
more merit than ahnost ever fell to one man’s 
share, he manifests such dififidence of his ov\m 
qaalificatiqne, as cannot fail to prepossess 
every company in his favour. He seems to 
observe nothing, yet sees every thing; his 
manner of telling a story, and making trides 
cle^nt, is peculiar to himself; and, though 
' he has a thousand oddities, they serve only 
to make him more agreeable. After what I 
have said, it may bo supposed that 1 was en- 
amoured of his person : but this Was not the 
case ; love is altogetlier capricious and fanci- 
ful; yet I admire, honour, and esteem him to 
♦^he highest degree ; and when I obsen’e that 
iiis character resembled that of my dear de- 

♦ parted friend Mr B , or rather that Mr 

B , had he lived, would have resembled 

J/)Td ^ — , I pay the highest compliment 1 

cap conceive both to the living arid the dead. 

In this noblemaif s friendship and conver- 
sation I thought myself happy ; though I was, 
as usual, exposed to tlic ludofatigabTe efforts 
of my lord, who, one day, while I was favour- 
ed with the company of this generous friend, 
appeared at iny door in his coach, attended 
by another gentleman, \^ho demanded en- 
trance with an air of authority. A very 
honest footman, who had been long in my 
service, ran up stairs in the utmost conster- 
nation, and gave me an account of what had 
happened below. Upon which I told liim,' 
he had nothing to answer for, and ordered 
him to keep the door fast shut against all 
opposition ; though I was so much affected 

by this unexpected a.ssault, that Lord 

said he was never more surprised and shock- 
ed in his life, than at the norror which ap- 
peared in my countenance, when I saw the 
coach stop at my door. 

My little hero being refused admittance, 
went away, threatening to return speedily 
with a reinforcement ; and during this intcr- 
. ..val, f provided myself with a. soldier, whom 
J pilled centinel at the door, withinside, to 
^arii me fr r'Uie danger of such assaults 
/orjhe future. My true to his promise, 
iriart;bed back wnth his auxiliaries, reinforced 
with' 18 . f onstabie, and repeated his demand 

heiijg admitted ; and my soldier opening 
.the Saab,, in efiler to answer him, according 
; to my directians; he no sooner perceived the 
red eoat, ibao' he was seized with such a 
, panic, that be jwfetntly fled with great pre- 
cipitation ; andt wimn he had recounted the 
' adventuro, likp Falstafl* in the play, multiplied 


my guard into a whole file of musqueteers. 
He also made a shift to discover, the gentle- 
man who had been so kind as to lend me one 
of his company, and complained of him to 
the duke of W*— , in hopes of seeing him 
broke for his misdorneanour ; biit in that e.x> 
pectation he woe luckily disappointed. 

Perceiving that in England I should never 
enjoy peace, but be continually subject to 
those alarms and disquiets which had already 
impaired my health and spirits, I 'resolved to, 
repair again to Prance,' my best refuge arid 
sure retreat from the persecution of my 
tyrant. Yet, before I took tliis step, I en- 
deavoured, by the advice of my . friends, to 
conceal myself near Windsor ; but was in a 
little time discovered by my lord, and hunted 
out of my lurking-place accordingly. I tliea 
removed to Chelsea, vvlicre I suffered in- 
conceivable uneasiness and agitation of 
mind, from the nature of my situation, my 
tranquillity being thus incessantly invaded by . 
a man who could not be satisfiod vvitli me, 
and yet could not live vvitliout me : so that, 
though I was very much indisposed, I set 
out for l>ance, by tlie way of the Hague, a.s . 
the war had shut up all other communication, 
having no other attendant but iny woman 

S r,.who, though she dreaded the sea, 

and was upon the brink of matrimony, would 
not quit me in such a calamitous condition, 
until I was joined by my footman and other 
maid, whom I ordered to follow mo with the 
baggage. But, betbre my departure, I sent a 

message to Lord r, demanding ,my 

clothes, which lie had seized in Essex : and 
he refosing to deliver them, 1 was obliged to 
equip myself anew upon credit,- 

I was supplied with money for my journey 

by my good friend ; and, after a short 

and pleasant passage, arrived at the Ilagup, 
where I staid two months, and parted with 
S— ;r, on whom I settled an annuity of five- 
and-twenty pounds, payable out of the pro- 
vision which I had or might obtain from, my 
husband. The same allowanco had T pre- 
vailed upon liord — to grant to another 
maid, who attended me wliile 1 lived in his 
house. 

I did not much relish the people in Hol- 
land, because they seemed entirely devoted 
to self-interest, without any taste for pleastirb 
or polit( 3 ;ncas ; a species of dispo,sitiOn- that 
could not be very Ugrceable to me, who al- 
ways despised money, had an unbounded 
benevolence of heart, and loved pleasure 
heyond every other consideration. When I 
say pleasure, I would not be understood to 
mean sensuality, which constitutes the- su- 
preme happiness of those only who are void 
of sentiment and imagination. Nevorthelops 
I received some ci\rilitie8 in this place; and, 
among the rest, the reputation or having for 
my lover tlic king of Pr— — ’s minister, who 
! was young and. airy, and visited me often; 
i circuinaliLnces that were sufficient to ley me 
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under, the imputation of an amour^ yhich I 
ftequently incurred, without having given the 
least cause of suspicion. 

Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, 

I deported from the Hague, in company witii 
an Englishwoman, whom 1 had chosen for 
that purpose, and arrived at Antwerp with 
much dilficulty and danger, the highway 
being infested with robbers. After having 
reposed rnyseJf a few days in this city, I 
laired a coach for myself, and set out with 
my^ companion for Brussels ; but, befiare we 
reached Mechlin, our vehicle was attacked 
bv two hussars, who, with their sabres drawn, 
obliged the coachman to drive into a wood 
near the road. 1 at first imagined they 
wanted to examine oiu* passports, but was 
soon too well convinced of their design $ 
and, though very much shocked at tlie dis- 
covery, found resolution enough to suppress 
my concern, so that it should not aggravate 
the terrors of the young woman, who had 
almost died with apprehension. ■ I even en- 
couraged her to hope for the. best ; and, ad- 
dressing myself to tlic robbers in French, 
begged, in the most suppliant manner, that 
they would spare our lives, upon which one 
of them, who was a little fellow, assured me, 
in the same language, that we had nothing to 
fear for our |)ersons. 

When we were conveyed in a state of 
dreadful suspense above three quarters of a 
mile into the wood, the mffiaiis came into the 
coach, and, taking iny keys, wdiich 1 kept 
ready in my hand for them, opened three 
liirge trunks tliat contained my baggage, and 
emptying them of every thing but my hoops 
and a few books, packed up tlieir booty in a 
cloth; then robbed me of my money and 
jewels, even to rny shoe-bucklcs and sleeve- 
buttons, took my footman’s laced hat, and 
gave it, by way of gratification, to a peasant, 
who came from behind the bushes, and as- 
sisted them in packing. 

This affair being dispatched, they ordered 
us to return to the road by a different way 
from that in which we were carried into the 
.wood ; and counting their horses, rode off 
with the plunder, though not before the little 
fellow, who was the least ferocious of the 
two, had come and shaken me by tiie hand, 
wishing us a good journey ; a compliment 
which 1 heartily returned, being extremely 
well pleased with the retreat of two such 
comp^ions, who had detained us a whole 
lialf Jiour; during which, notwithstanding the 
assurance 1 had received, I was in continual 
'* apprehension of seeing tiieir operation con- 
cluded with the murder of us all ; for I, sup- 
pose tliey were of that gang who had some 
time before murdered a French officer, and 
used a lady extremely ill, after having rified 
her of all she had. . 

Having thus undergone pillage, and being 
/educed to the extremity pf indigence, in a 
, ."foreign laud, it is not to be supposed that niy 


•eflections were very comfortable ; and yet, 
hough I sustained the whole damage, I was 
lie only person in the company who bore tlic 
accident with any resolution aqd presence of 
mind . My coachman and valet seemed quite 
petrified with fear ; and it was not till I had 
repeated my directions Uiat the former drove ' 
farther into the wood, and took the first turn- 
hg to the right, in order to regain the road, 
according to the command of tlie robbers, 
which 1 did not choose to disobey. 

This misfortune I suffered by tlie misin- 
formation I received at Antwerp, where I 
would liave provided myself with an escort, 
had not 1 been assured that there was not the 
[east occasion to put myself to such extra- 
ordinary expense; and indeed the robbers 
took the only half hour in which they could 
have had an opportunity of plundering us 
for we no sooner returned into the Jiighwav 
hail we met with the French artillery coming 
from Brussels, which was a security to u^ 
duiing the rest of our journey. We were 
ifterwards informed at a small village, that 
here was actimily a large gang of deserters, 
.vho harboured in that woodv from which they ' 
made excursions in the neighbourhood, and 
kept the peasants in continual alarms. 

Having proceeded a little way, we were ' 
stopped by the artillery crossing a bridge ; 
and as the train was very long, must have 
been detained till night, had not a soldier in- 
formed me, that if I would take the trouble to 
come out of my coacb^ and apply to the com- 
mandant, he would order them to halt, and 
allow me to pass. 1 took the man’s advice, 
and was by liim conducted, with much diffi- 
culty, through the crowd, to some officers, 
Avho seemed scarce to deserve the name ; for 
when I signified my request, they neither rose 
up, nor desired rne to sit down ; but lolling 
in their chairs, with one leg stretched out, 
asked, with an air of disrespectful raillery, 
where.! was going? and when I answered, 

to Paris,” desired to know what I would do 
there ? 

I, who am naturally civil where I am civilly 
used, and saucy enough where I think myself 
treated with disregard, was very much piqued 
at their insolent and unmannerly behaviour, 
and began to reply to their impertinent ques- 
tions very abruptly ; so that a very tait dia- 
logue would have ensued, had not the conver- 
sation been interrupted % a tall, thin genteel 
young French nobleman, an Officer in the 
army,. who, chancing to come in, asked with 
great politeness, what I would please to have ; 

I then repeated my desire, and produced my 
passports, by which he learned who 1 was. 
He immediately gave orders that my coacli 
should pass; and afterwards visited me at 
Paris, having obtained my permission, and * 
taken my address at parting; while the others,' 
understanding my name and quality, askeq 
pardon for their impolite carriage, which they, 
told me was owing to the repr^entation . 
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the soldier, who gave Mhem to undejraUnd^ 
that I was a strolling actress. » 

1 could not help laughing heartily pt this 
mistake, wJiich might have proceeded trom 
the circumstances of my appearance, my foot- 
man Jiaving been obliged to change hats with 
the peasant, and myself being without buckles 
in my shoes, andhuttons in my riding shirt, 
while my countenance still retained marks 
of the fear and confusion I had under^ne. 

After all, perhaps the fellow was a droll, 
and wanted to entertain himself at my ex- 
pense. 

The day was so far consumed in tlicse ad- 
ventures, that I was obliged to take up my 
lodgings at Mechlin, where I addressed my- 
sen to the intendant, giving him an account 
of the disaster I had met with, and desiring 
1 might have credit, at the inn, as our whole 
company could not raise the value of a six- 
pence. This gentleman, though a provincial, 
was polite in his way, and not only granted 
my request, but invited me to lodge at his 
own house. I accordingly gave him my com- 
pany at supper, but did not choose to sleep 
in his quarters, because he appeared to be 
what the French' call un vieux debauche. . 

Next day, he sent a trumpet to the general, 
with a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of 
retrieving what I had lost; but, notwithstand- 
ing all possible search, I was fain to put up 
with my damage, which, in linen, laces, 
clothes, and baubles, amounted to upwards of 
seven hundred pounds : a loss which never de- 
riyed me of one moment’s rest; for though 
lodged at a miserable inn, and lay in a pal< 
try bed, I slept as sound as if nothing extra- 
ordinary had happened, after I had written to 
liOndon and Paris, directing that the payment 
of’ ray bills of credit might be slopped, tn- 
, deed, I know but of two misfortunes in life 
capaMe of depressing ray spirits, namely, the 
loss of health and friends; all others may be 
prevented or endured. The articles of that 
calamity which I chiefly regretted, were a 
picture of Lord W — and some inimitable 
letters frofo Mr Bi ' 

From -Mechlin I proe^ded to BrusselSv 
where, being known, I got credit for some 
necessaries, and borrowed twenty gninehs, to 
defray the expenses of tvy journey to Paris, 
i ' Having consulted with my friends, about the 
’ method of travelling through Flanders 

" S was persuaded to take places in the public 
-VJ and e^ordingly ^departed, not witJi 

^1“ .'Oii^^ars of flnding «ne part of the country 
{as Ifcocli infested with robbets as another. 

these apprehensions assuaged b; 

'? the ponsvemtiou of my fellow-travellers, wh>. 

' the lower sort of people^ that deligh 

- ^ in exaggeratmg dangers, entertained me aL 
{ the way with aUi account of all the robberies 
and marders whdeh bad been committed on 
^ ' iW it»d;Witk,] 9 iany additional circumstances 
theilr own iny^on. 

, ; ' { After having, 4aya exposed to thii 


comfortable conversation, amobg very disa- 
greeable company, which is. certainly oto of 
,he most disa^peeable situations in life, i ar- 
ived at Lisle, where, thinking the .dangerous 
>art of the journey was now .past, I lurpd a 
lost-chaise, and in two days moro reached 
*aris without any further rnolestatipn, i 

Upon ray arrival in the capital, I was im- 
nediately visited by my old acquaintances, 
vho, bearing my disaster, offered mo their 
dothes, and insisted upon my wearing them, 
intil I could be otherwise provided. They 
ikewise engaged me in parties, with a view . 

>f amusing my imagination, that I might not 
prow melancholy in reflecting upon my loss ; ^ 

Ind desired me to repeat the particulars of my 
itory forty times oyer, expressing gre^t sur- 
prise at our not being murdered, or ravished 
It least. As for this last species of outrage, 
he fear of it never once entered rny head, 
itherwise I should have been more shocked . 
ind alarmed than I really was : but it seems 
.his was the .chief circumstance of my com- ,,, 
panion’s apprehension: and I cannot help 
observing, that a liqraely woman is always 
more apt to entertain tliose fears, than one 
whose person exposes her to much piord 
imminent danger. However, I now learned, 
that the risk I ran was much greater than I 
Imagined it to be, those rufiians being fami- 
liarized to rape as well as murder. 

Soon after my appearance in Paris, I was 
favoured with the addresses of several French 
lovers; but I never had any taste for foreigners, 
or indeed for any am\’‘«om’ent8 of that kind, 
except such as were likely to be lasting, and 
settled upon a more agreeable’ footing than 
that of common gallantry. When I deviated 
from this principle, piy conduc}; was the eftect 
of compulsion, and therefore I was never- 
easy under it, having been reduced to the ri- 
ternative of two evils, the least of which I . 
was obliged to choose, as a man l^ps into 
the seoi in order to escape from a ship that is 
on fire. , , 

•. Though I rejected their love, I did not re- , 
fuse their company .and conversation ; and 
though' my health was. considerj^Jily impaired 
by the shock I leceivecl in roy last adventure, 
which was considerably greater than Lht first, 
imagined;, and affected my companion so 
mucli, that she did not recover her spirits till . 
she returned tp England: 1 say, though I . 
was for sometime a valetudinarian, I en- 
joyed myself ia great tranquillity for. the , 
space of ten mtfttths, during which I , was ■ 
vwited l)y English, Scotch, and French, of ; 
all parties ana persuasions ; for jdeasUre is of 
no fectloti, and that was Ibescnief object of . » 
my pursuit ; neither was i so mnbitions of • 
being ja poUtiman, as to employ time and 

thoughts upon sulijects wlucb I 'did hot .un^ v 
dCTsSind'-S liad- admirers of all aides, and, 
should lia;vS spent mjrtims very roucMo my , 
liking; Itod not I felt my funds seniriWy w . 
witboui any pros^ct df tbeir beipig > . 
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repaiced : 1 bad' ob]|i|^ td' lay out 

, a great part of th.e>«pbcn allotted fbr my aab- 
sietencej in supplyitig my coxnp^ippf -my 
' servant, and myself, with necessaiies; in lieu 
' of those.Which we lost. 

Having before mine eyes the uncom- 
fortable prospect of waptit^ money in a 
strange' place, I found myseir under the ne- 
cessity of returning to England, where I had 
more resources than I could possibly have 
among foreigners ; and with that Tiew wrote 
to liord — agent, desiring that I might 
be enabled to discharge m/ obligations at 
Paris, by the payment of my pin-money; 
Thus a negotiation commence^ and his 
lordship promised to remit money for the 
clearance of my Paris debts, which amounted 
to four hundred pounds : but he would not ad- 
vance one farthing hioie,. though I gave him 
tO' understand, that, while he protracted the 
agreement, 1 must inevitably be adding to my 
incumbrances, and that 1 should be as eiibc- 
Ml ally detained by a debt of twenty pounds, 
as if 1 owed a thousand. Notwithstanding 
all my representations he would not part with 
one shilling over the neat sum which I had 
at first stipulated ; so that all my measures i 
were rendered abortive, and 1 found it alto- ! 
gether impracticable to execute those resolu- : 
tions I had formed in his favour. 

Thus did he, for a mere trifle, embarrass the 
woman for whom he professes the most un- 
limited love, and whose principles ho pretends 
to hold in the utmost veneration. Indeed his 
confidence in my integrity is nof without 
foundation ; for many wives; with one half 
of my provocation, .would ha\'e ruined him 
to all intents and purposes;' whereas, notwith- 
standing all the extraordinary expenses to 
which Ihad been exposed by his continual 
persecution, he never paid a shilling on my 
account, except one thousand pounds, exclu- 
sive of the small allowance which wm my 
due. In a word, so much time elapsed be- 
fore my lord could prevail up6n himself to 
advance the baro four hundred, that 1 was 
involved in fresh diffictilties, ^m which 1 
found it impossible to extricate myself : and 
though 1 liad occasion to write a letter to my 
benefactor Lord in which I expressed j 
my acknowledgement for past favours, 1 could ' 
■liot venture to solicit more, even when I was 
encouraged by a obliging answer, where - 1 
inf he declared, that the '^d oualities of my 
‘mkid an'd heart would pind nim to me in 
fViendship for eVUir- 

^ While I liiminated on my uncomfortable 
Bitnation, w]h^ would neither permit me to 
return td En^^and^ nor to stay much longer 
where^lwas, ayoidig Englishman of immense 
.forthnO, tqpk IMriis in his way from Italy, ac- 
' cotophnied' by a most agfreeable Scotsman of 
VeVy godd- sense and great vivacity. . It; was 
my, good or ill fortune to become acquainted 
^witb'these gentWme.m .^^e having sedu me 

>t, ihe opera,\exiwi^^; ^ d^^ of bmng 


knoWn to me, and accordingly fovoured me 
with a visit one afternoon, wh^ the brisk 
North Briton engrossed the whole conversa- 
tion, while* the other seemed fearful and 
diffident even to a degree of basbfuhieSs, 
through which, however, 1 could discern a . 
delicate sensibility and uncommon under*./ 
standing. .There was in his person .(whichi 
was very agreeable), as well as m his be- , 
haviour, a certain naivete that was ve^ 
pleasing ; and at this first interview, we re* 
lished each other’s company so well, that a ' 
sort of intimacy immediately commenced, and^ 
wad carried on in a succession of parties of 
pleasure, in the cotiiise of which I found him 
fraught with all the tenderness and sentiment' 
that render the heart susceptible of the most 
refined love ; a disposition that immediately 
made me partial to him, while it subjected 
his own heart to all tlie violent impressions 
of a passion, which I little imagined bur cor- 
respondence would have produced. 

Nevertheless, I was far ' from being dis- 
pleased with my conquest, because his person 
and qualifications, as wcU as his manner of ' 
address, were very much to my liking, and , 
recommended him in a particular manner to , , 
n»y affection. Indeed he made a greater pro- 
ffress in my heart than I myself suspected ; 
for there was something congenial in our ' ^ 
souls, which, from ouV first meeting, I believe 
had attracted us (unknown to oursewes) under 
the notions of friendship and regard, and now 
disclosed itself in the most passmnate lovq. 

1 listened, to his addresses, and we were 
truly happy. His attachment was the quint- • 
essence of tenderness and sincerity, while 
his generosity knew no bounds. , Not con- 
tented with having paid twelve hundred pounds 
on my account in the space of one fortnight, 
he would have loaded me with present after 
present, had inot absolutely r^sed to ac- 
cept such expensive marks of his munificence. 

I was even mortified at those stances ofhis^ 
liberality, which my situation compelled me , 
to receive, lest;, being but little acquainted 
with my dispositibA, he should susj^ct me of ' 
being interested in roy^love, and judge my , 
conAct by the malicious reports of common 
ikme, which (he afterwards owned) had at 
first obtained such credit with him, that he* 
believed our mutual attachment would not be ' 
of long domtion. But, in this pulicular, he 
was soon . undeceived ; his heart, though 
naturally adapted for the meltii^ passion, hod 
hitherto escaped untouched by ml the ladies 
of Italy and France ; and tlierefore the first 
impressions were-the more deeply fixed. As . 
he was unpractised in ihe ways of common 
gallantly and deceijt, the striking simplicity 
m his character was the more likely to • 

the heart of one who knew the perfidy of the , 
worlds and despised all the farce and bombast' » 
of feshibnable profession, which I had always , 
considered as the phrase of \;anity and ostenV' ■ • 
than the genuine langiiage ot v- 
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love. Besides, gratitude had a considerable 
share in augmenting iny atFcction^ which 
ipaiiifcsted itself in such a wann,' cordial, 
artless manner, as increased liis esteem, and 
riveted Jiis attachment ; for he could easily 
perceive, Irom the whole tenor of my con- 
duct, that my breast was an utter stranger to 
craft and dissimulation ; yet I was at first 
fearful of contracting any engagement with 
him, because, being younger than me, he 
might l)e more apt to change, and the world 
might be malicious enough to suppose I had 
practised upon his inexperience; but con- 
scious of my own integrity, I set slander at 
defiance, trusting to my own behaviour, and 
his natural probity, for the continuance of 
his love. Though we did not live together 
in the same house, the greatest part of our 
time was spent in each other’s company ; — 
we dined and supped at tlic same table, fre- 
quented public places, went upon parties to 
the country, and never parted, but for a few 
hours in the night, which we passed i‘ii the 
utmost impatience to meet again. 

In this agreeable manner did the days roll 
on, when ray felicity was interrupted by a fit 
of jealousy with which 1 liapjiened to be 
seized. I had contracted an acquaintance 
with a young married lady, who, though her 
person^ attractions were but slender, was, 
upon the ^<’'holc, an agreeable, cheerftil, good 
natured companion, with a little dash of the 
coquette in her composition. This woman 
being in very indigent circumstances, oc- 
casioned by some Tosses her husband had 
sustained, no sooner had an opportunity of 
seeing and conversing with iny lover, than 
she formed the design of ’;Tiaking a conquest 
of him. I should have forgiven her for this 
scheme, whatever pangs it might have cost 
me, had I believed it the effect of real pass- 
ion ; but I knew her too well to suppose her 
heart was susceptible of love, and according- 
ly resented it. In the execution of her plan, 

' she neglected nothing wiiich slie thought ca- 
pable of engaging his attention. She took 
all opportunities of sitting near him at table, 
ogled him in. the most palpable manner, di- 
rected her wliole discourse to him, trod upon 
liis toea; nay, I believe, squeezed his hand. 
My blood boiled at her, though my pride, for 
some time, enabled me to conceal my un- 
easiness ; till at length her behaviour became 
’ BO dxrogant and gross, that J could no longer 
f uppress my indignation, and one day told 
my lover, tliat ’ ^ould iraracdiately renounce 
. his oorre^Hideqce* 

iiO was greatly alarmed at this unexpected 
ideclaj^on and, when ho understood the 
cause of, i,t« aasu-ed me, that, for the future, 
he would never exchange, one word with her. 
Satisfied with Jthv^ mark of his sinecrity and 
reg^d, I relefwm ' Him from his promise, 
which he cpiflfr^Ot possibly hcep, while she 
and L lived upon >lhy tefms ; and we con- 
tinued to visit other as usual, though 


she still persisted in her endeavours to rival 
mo in his affection, and contracted dn inti- 
macy with his companion, who seemed to 
entertain a passion for her, that she might 
have the more frequent opportunities of being 
among us ; for she had no objection against 
favouring the addresses of both. One even- 
ing, I remember, we set out in my coach for 
the opera ; and, in the way, this inamorata 
was so hu^y with her feet, that 1 was incens- 
ed at her behaviour ; and, when we arrived 
at the place, refused to alight ; but, setting 
them down, declared my intention of retuni- 
ing home immediately. She was so lAucti 
pleased with this intimation, that she could 
not conceal the joy she felt - at the thoughts 
of conversing with him, uninterrupted liy, my 
presence ; an opportunity witli which I liad . 
never favoured her before. This open exul- 
tation increased my anger and anxiety. I 
went home ; but, being still tortured with the 
reflection of having left them together, ad- 
justed myself in the glass, though 1 was too 
angry to talfe notice of iny own figure, and 
without further delay returned to the opera. 

Having inquired for the box in which they 
sat, 1 took possession of one that fronted 
them; and rcconnoitring.them, without being 
perceived, liad the satisfaction of seeing him 
removed to as great a distance from her as 
the place would permit, and his head turned 
another way. Composed by this exami- 
nation, I joined them without further scruple, 
when my young gentleman expressed great 
joy at my appearance, aud told me he was 
determined to have ler't the entertainment, 
and come in quest of me, had I not returned 
at that in&^tant. 

In our way homewards, ray rival reputed 
Imr usual hints, and with her large hoop al- 
most overshadowed my lover from my view ; 
upon which my jealousy and wrath recurred 
with such violence, that I pulled the string 
as a signal for the coachman to stop, with a 
view of getting out, and going Imme a-foot ; 
a step which would have afforded a new 
spectacle to the people of Paris. But I re- 
fiected in a moment upon the folly of such-, 
a resolution, and soon recollected myself, by 
caUiiig my pride to my assistance. 1 deter- 
mined, however, that she should act no more 
scenes of this kind in my presence, and that 
same night insisted upon my lover’s drop- 
ping all intercourse and connection with this 
tormentor He very cheerfully comidied 
with my desire, and was even glad of oH' oc- 
casion to break oft* his acquaintance with a 
person about whom I had plagued him so 
much. . » ' 

Thus was I freed^fi-ora the persecution of 
one of those creatures, who, though little 
consequence in themselves, are ypjt the pests -, 
of societyi and ftnd means to destroy that : 
harmony wluch reigns between two lovers, 

S tho intrusion of a loose appetite, woid of. 
sensibility, and discretion y haying - no 
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i^eling^ themselves, they cannot synl^thhee 
with that of other, people, and do mischief 
out of mere waoitonness. - - ' , 

My lover bein^ obliged to go to Entfandv 
had settled me m a genteel house in Paris, 
with a view of returning when his affairs 
should be adjusted; but, when the time of 
his departure approached, he began to be 
uneasy at the prospect of separation, atul, in 
order to alleviate his anxiety, desired me to 
accompany, him to Calais, where we staid 
together three or four days, during which the 
dread of parting became more and more in- 
tense ; go that wc determined upon my fol- 
lowing him into England by the first oppor* 
^tunity, where I should live ^together incogs 
"that 1 might be concealed from the inquiries 
and attempts of my lord. Even offer this 
resolution was fixed, we parted with all the 
forties of lovers who despair of ever meet- 
ing again ; and the wind blowing very high 
offer he had embarked, increased my fears. 
Rut, by the return of the packet-boat^ I was 
blessed with the report of his being safe ar- 
rived in England, and had the satisfaction of 
perusing his letters by every post. 

My admirer being thus detached from me, 
my thoughts were, entirely employed in con- 
certing some private method of conveying 
myself to him. As I would not trust myself 
in the common packet, fur fear of being dis- 
covered, after having revolved divers schemes, 
I determined to transport myself in one of 
the Dutch fishing-boats, though I knew the 
passage would be hazardous ; but, in a case 
of such interesting concern, I overlooked all 
danger and inconvenience. ‘Before I put 
this resolution in practice, 1 was so fbrtuiiatc 
as to hear of a small English vessel that ar- 
rived at Calais with a prisoner of Mrar, in 
which I embarked with my companion, and 
another lady, who lived with me for some 
time afterwards ; and, when we .came on 
board, .discovered that the ship was no other 
than a light collier^ and that her whole com^ 
nany amounted to no mQi:e than three men. 
Nevertheless, though the sea was so rough, 
and the weather , so unpromising, that no 
other boat would venture to put to sea, we 
set sail, and, between two storms, in about 
three hoAra arrived in safely in Dover. 

From hence ray first companion went to 
her/‘friends in the 'stage-coach, while the 
other lady and ' t hired an open post-chaise 
iftliougb It snowed ivery hard) and without 
any accident performed onr journey to Lon- 
don, where I met with my lover, who flew 
to my arms in, all the transports of impatient 
joy; and, doubtless, I deserved his affection, 
i^r .0e haidships, portls, and difficulties t, 

■ hiad' undergone to be with him; tor T never 
scru^le<l to undertake any thing practicable, 

' in o)pdeT to demonstrate the sincerity of what 
professed, ■ ' . ’ 

In- consequeiK^^^^^ oui: I^aymhed^a 


being fully satisfied and' happy' in the com- 
pany and conversation of the man I laved ; 
and, wheiK^^weiit into the country, coi^eht- 
ed myselF'^th his correspondence, which 
he punctuidw* maintained, in a series of ' 
letters^ equally sensible, sincere, and "af- 
fectionate. . r 

Upon his return to town for the remainder' 
of the season; ho devoted the greatest part " . 
of his time to our irtUtual enjoyment; left 
me with* reluctance, when he was called away 
by indispensable business, and the civility 
which was due to his acquaintance, and very 
seldom went to any place of public enter- 
tainment, because 1 could not accompany 
and share with him in the diversion : nay^ so 
much did I engross his attention, that one 
evening, after he haJ been teased into an . 
agreement of meeting some friends at a 
play, he went thither precisely at the ap- 
pointed hour, and, as they did not arrive 
punctually at the very minute, he returned 
to me immediately, as. much rejoiced at his 
escape as if he had met with some signal ■ , 
deliverance. Nor was his constancy inferior 
to the ardour of his love : we went once 
together to a ball in the Haymarket, where,. • 
in the midst of a thousand fine women, 
whose charms were enhanced by the pecu- 
liarity of the dresses they wore, he remained 
unshaken, unseduced, preserving his attach- ' 
ment for me in spite of oil temptation. 

. In the summer he provided me with a . 
house in the neighbourhood of his own ; but 
the accommodations being bad, and that 
country affording no other place fit for my 
residence, he brougHt me home to his own - 
seat, and by that step raised an universal 
clamour, though 1 saw no company, and led 
such a solitary life, that nothing but excessive 
love could have supported my spirits ; not 
but that ho gave me as much of his time as 
he could possibly spare from the necessary' 
duties of paying and receiving visits, together 
with Uie avocations of hunting; and other . 
country amusementsf which I could not par- 
take. Formerly, indeed, I used to hunt and /. 
shoot, but I bad left off both; sO that I was 
nuw reduced to the alternative of reading ' 
and walking by myself; but love mhde up for 
all deficiencies to me, who think nothing 
else worth the living for! Had I been blessed ' 
with a prtner for life, who could have loved 
sincerely, and inspired mb with la mutual 
flame, 1 would have aeked no more of fate, 
Interest and ambition have lio share in niy 
composition ; love^ which is pleasure, or 
pleasure; which is love, mates up the whole. 

A heart' so disposed cannot be devoid of 
other good qualities; it must be subject to. 
the hApreimions' of Wmanity and bene- 
yblenbe, and an enemy to nothing but itselft 
This you ivill give. me leave to affirm in jus-' 
tice to myself, as I Have fhmkly owned Jny .. 
feilings hnd misconduct. 

Towards the end of summer, 
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vi/Ba a little alarmed by a report .that pre'^il- 
-cd, of my lover’s being actually engaged in a ' 
treaty of marriage ; however, I J«-Ve little 
credit to this rumour, till I to go 

to town about business, IF^^I^ard , 

the bame information coiifidoh^y • | 

I'hougli 1 still considered it as a ^gue sur- i 
v/jisc, I wrote to him an account of what I ' 
had heard ; and, in his answer, which is still | 
in my possession, he assured me, with re- 
peated vows and protestations, that the re- 1 
port was altogether false. Satisfied with 
this declaration. I returned to his hou.se; 
and. though the tale was incessantly thunder- 
ed in my, ears, still believed it void of all 
foundation, till tny suspicion was awalmncd 
oy a very inconsiderable circumstance. 

One day, on his return from hunting, I 
•perceived he had a very fine pair of Dresden 
raffles on his shirt, which T could not sup- 
pose he would wear at such a rustic exer- 
cise; and therefore my iears immediately 
took the alarm. When I questioned him 
about this particular of his dress, his colour 
changed ; and though he attempted to elude 
my suspicion, hy imputing it to a mistake of 
his servant, I could not rest satisfied with 
. this account of the matter, but inquired into 
the truth with such eagerness and pene- 
tration, that lie could not deny lie had been 
to make a visit. By degrees, I even extort- 
ed from him a confi^ssibn, that lie had en- 
gaged himself farther than he ouglit to have 
proceeded, without making mfi acquainted 
with his design, though he endeavoured to 
excuse his conduct, and pacify my dis- 
ploosuVc, by saying, that the affair would not 
be brought to* bear for a great while, and 
perhaps might never coinc to a determi- 
nation ; but he was in great confusion, and 
indeed hardly knew what he said, 

I would have, quitted his house that 
moment, had not he beforehand obtained a 
promise that I would take no rash resolution 
of that kind, and put it out of my power to 
procure any method of conveyance by which 
I could make my retreat. I gavf 3 no vent to 
reproaches, but only upbraided him with his 
having permitted me to return in ignorance 
to the country, after I was once fairly gone; 

' upon which he swore that he could not bear 
the tlmughts of parting with me. This de- 
claraXion was a mystery- at that time ; but I 
-have been since so fully satisfied of his 
reasons fori 5-s conduct, that I heartily acquit 
. 'Iimof all injustice to . and indeed it is 
my.siiicere opinion, that; if ever young man 
dcservjsd tahejiappy, lie is certainly entitled 
to tbi^ privilege f and, if l.rnay be allowed 
to, jjitlge* hai a heart susceptible of the most 
refined enjoyspent. 

The violerree of the grief and conster- 
nation which M e«iferod from tliis stroke 
liavmg.a little subsided, f deliberated with 
myself about tfie measures I should take, 
and determined ^0 leave .;hi8 house some day 


when, he should be abroad. Iwaaencoura- 

f ed in this resolution by the advice of our 
cots friend, who came about this time from 
London, on a visit to his fellow-traveller; 
we thought such an abrupt departure would 
be less shocking than to stay and take a . 
formal leave of my lover, whose heart was of 
such a delicate frame, that, after 1 told him . 
I should one day withdraw myself in his ab- 
sence, he never came home from the chase, 
or any other avocation, without trembling 
with apprehension that 1 had escaped. 

After he had been some time accustomed 
to these fears by my previous intimation, I 
at length decamped in good earnest, though 
my heart ached upon the occasion, because I 
left him loving and beloved ; for his affection 
was evident, notwithstanding the step he had 
taken by the advice and importunity of all 
his relations, who laid a disagreeable re- 
straint upon his inclinations, while they 
consulted his interest in every other par- 
ticular. 

While I halted in the next great towui, 
until I could be supplied with fresh horses, 1 
was visited by a gentleman wd\o had been 
formerly intimate with my lover; but a 
breacli had happened in tlicir friendship, and 
he now came to complain of the treatment 
he had received. Perceiving that I was not 
in a humour to listen to his story, he shifted 
the conversation to my own, and observed, 
that I had been cxtroriiely ill used. I told 
him that I was of a different opinion ; that 
it was not only jusi, but expedient, that u 

young man of Mr s fortune should think 

of making some alliance to strengthen and 
support the interest of his family ; and that. 
I had nothing to accuse him of biit his letting 
me remain .so long in ignorance of his in- 
tention. He then gave me to understand, 
that I was still ignorant of a great part of 
the ill, usage I had received; affirming, that, 
while 1 lived in his house, he had amused 
himself with all the common women in that 
town, to some of whom this gentleman Iiad 
personally introduced him. 

At first, I could not believe this impu- 
tation ; but he supported his. assertions with 
so many convincing pircumstances, that 1 
could no longer doubt the truth of them; 
and I felt so much resentment, that my love 
vanished immediately into air. Instead of 
proceeding in my ioumey to London, I went 
back a considerable way, and sent a message 
desiring to see him in. a little house, about 
midw^ between his own habitation and the 
town from Whence I came. He obeyed my 
summons, and appeared at the place appoint- 
ed, wliere I reproached him with great bit- 
tcnicss. He pleaded guilty to the charge, 
so far ils acknowledging that he had eorre- 
eponded with other women lately, in order to 
get the better of his affection for me, but tlie 
experiment h^d failed, and ho fbnnd Uiat he' 
should be tor ever miserable. ^ v ^ 
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I did not look upon thia oan^d confesaipn 
as a sufficient atonement for his past dis- 
simulation, and; in the sharpness of my re- 
venge, depiand^ a settlement, which he pe- 
remptorily refused ; so that, ibr the present, 
wc held each other in the utmost contempt. 
Indeed, I afterwards despised inyself for my 
condescdnsioD, which was, owing to the 
vice of my companioni supported and in- 
flamed by the spirit of resentment. Never- 
theless} he begged that I would return to his 
house, or, stay all night where I was : but I 
was deaf to his entreaties, and, after a great 
deal of ironical civility on my side, I took 
rny leave, and went away ; yet, before I set 
out, I looked back, and saw him on horse- 
back, with such an air of simplicity and 
truth, as called up a profound sigh, notwith- 
standing all that had passed in our conver- 
sation. 

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings 
in Leicester-ficlds, and answered a letter 
which I had some months before received 
from my lord, telling him that I would go 
home to him, without stipulating for any 
terms, to try what effect my confldence 
would have upon his generosity. He readily 
embraced the offer, and took a house in St 
James*s-strect, where I proposed to comply 
with his humour in every thing that was con- 
sistent with my own peace and tranquillity. 

Meanwhile, my lover passed his time very 
disagreeably in the country with his friend, 
of whom (it seems) ho had conceived some 
jealousy, which was increased by a letter I 
wrote to. that gentleman, till he was made 
acquainted with the contents, which he read 
over forty times; and then his passion 
breaking out with more violence than ever, 
he not only expressed his feeling, in an 
epistle which I immediately received, but, 
when, he came to town, suffered such agonies 
of despair as 1 had' never seen before, except 

ill Ijord B . It was then in my power to 

have taken ample revenge upon him, as well 
as upon my insolent rival, who had insisted 
upon my leaving his house in a very abrupt 
manner, though he absolutely refused to gra- 
tify her malice, for he was how disposed to 
do any thing for jny satisfaction ; but I knew 
his worth, and had too much regard -for his 
reputation to advise him to act inconsistent 
with his honour. 

About this t-ime, many tender feelings and 
■sorrowful partings happened between us, till 
the marriage knot was tied, when he sent 
me a bank note* for .a thousand pounds, by- 
way of specimen (as he called it) of his 
, friendship, and of what he would do for me, 
should I ever want his aCi^sistancc. This 
mark of hie generosity 1 received in a most 
tender billet, which I shall never part with, 
together with hiS picture set in diamonds. 

. J now etfiploycil my thoughts in keeping 
measures with my lora ; we lay in the saffie 
. upartraent, and for the;-iiM four or five 


months I neither dined nor supped abroad 
above twice; and then he knew where I was, 
and approved of my company. , But a| thif^ 
complacency and circumspection had tto ef. 
feet upon his temper, which remained as ca- 
pricious. and dissatisfied as ever. Nay^ to 
such a provoking degree did this unhappy 
humour prevail, that one day, in the presence 
of his lawyer, he harangued upon my mis- 
conduct 'since our last re-imion ; and very ■ 
freely affirmed, that eve^ step I had taken 
was diametrically opposite to his will. 

Conscious of the pains I had been at to 
please him, I was so incensed at these un- 
just invectives, that, starting up, I told him 
he was a little dirty fellow ; and would have 
left the house immediately, hod not his 
lawyer, and others, who were in the next, 
room, interposed, and by dint of argument 
and importunity diverted me from my pur- 
pose. By the by, I have been informed by a 
person of rank, that ray lord discovered ex- 
actly the same disposition in his father’s life- 
time, and only changed the subject of his 
complaint from the urord father to that of 
wife. Indeed he takes all opportunities of 
plaguing my dear parent, as he has just sa- 
gacity enough to know, that this is-the most 
effectual way he can take to distress me. 

After repeated trials, I have given up all 
hopes of making him happy, or of finding 
myself easy in ray situation ; and live with 
him at present to avoid a greater inconve- 
nience. Ncfl, that his ill-nature is all the 
grievance of which 1 complain ; exclusive of 
the personal disgust 1 entertain for him, his 
folly is of that ^ecies which di8ob%es 
rather than diverts, and his vanity and aifoc- 
tation altogether intolerable ; for" he actually 
believes himself, or at least would impose 
himself upon mankind, as a pattern of gal- 
lantry and taste ; and, in point of business, a 
person of infinite sagacity and penetration. 
But the most ridiculous part of his character 
is his pretended talent for politics, in which 
he so deeply concerns himself, that be has 
dismissed many a good servant, because he 
suspected him of having wrong connections ; 
a theme upon which he has often quarrelled 
with me, even almost tp parting, accusing 
me with holding correspondence with the 
earisofB- — andC- — ^.andMr H — V-; — ^ 
though I never had the least acquaintance 
with any of these gentiemenf except tin 
earl of C— ^ — , to whom I have not spoken 
for these ten years past. 

In short, I have often heeii at a loss to 
know, whether ho was more mad or malici- 
ous in those fits of enthusiasm, wherein he 
seetned transported with zeal for the common- 
wealth, and tormented me with his admoni- 
tions out of all temper and patience. At 
lcn0,h, however, I contrived an expedient 
which freed me from these troublesome ex- 
postulations, and silenced him effectually on 
the score of politics. This was p[ 0 ‘ other 
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, tfean laa open avowal of boing* cdxiaected 
with' all those people whom I have tmmed. 
Indeed, f knew him too well to WieVe there 
was any thing solid in his intentidff or pro- 
fessions; even when he carried himself so 
iar as to demand a private audience of the 
k , In order to communicate a scheme 
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to banish all the^copipany» beginbihg with 
Lord Rr— r B'. who# as. he walked up 

stairs one/evenin^i wqi stopped % a foot- 
man, who plainly told him he had orders to ^ 
say to him in particular, that his lordship, 
was not at home;, yet the very next day,., 
perceiving that nobleman aDtd me. walking 

in ftlA wnitlir ItA in.mAjI «r.4'K n >• 


viwi cu vuuiiiiuug;aic a seneme perceiving inau nomeman ana me. waiKjng 
for suppre^ng the rebellion; and that being together in the park, he joined us 'with an 
deni^, solicited the duke of X>— ^*s inter- air of alacrity, as if no^speh thing, had hip- 
est, for penni^ioa to raise and head a regi- penod, and even , behaved to Lord R-i — : 


and even , behaved to Lord 
with the moat Owning complaisance^ His 
deportment was equally absurd and imper- 
tinent to the rest of his friends, who forsook 
us gradually, being tired of maintaining any, 
friendly communication with such a dis- 
agreeable composition of ignorance and arro- . 
gance. For my own part, 1 look upon him 


est, for permission to raise and head a regi- 
ment of Kentish smugglers ; nay, to suef a 
pilch did his loyalty soar, that he purchased 
a firelock of particular mechanism, calculated 
for the safety of tho bearer, in case he had 
•been placed centinel at his majesty’s door, 
and kept his horses ready caparisoned, with 

attending his. sovereign to^tlie a wi mj uwu « iw*v upon nun 

field. Notwithstanding all these pompous as utterly inconrigible ; and, as fate hath sub- , 
r preparations, had he been put to the proof, jected me to his power, endeavour to make 
he would have in&llibly crept out of Jiis en- the bitter draught go down, by detaching , 
gagements, through some sneaking evasion, myself as much 90 possible from the sup- 
his imagination being very fertile in such position that there is, any such existence 
saving pretences. Yet he will talk some- upon earth. Indeed, if I had not f^tal ex- ' 
times so fervently, and even sensibly, on the perience to the contrary, I should be apt to, 
subject, that a stranger would mistake him believe that such a character is not to be 
for a man of understanding, and determined found among the sons of men; ber.ausl'e his 


conduct is altogether unaccountable W the 
known rules and maxims of life, and falls 
entirely under the poet’s observation, when 
he says, 

Tis true, no meaning puzzles more thou wit. 
iler ladyship having thus concluded her 


zeal for the good of his country. 

Since my last return to his house, that apt 
of parliament passed, by which he was en- 
abled to pay his debts, and, among the rest, 
a thousand pounds of my contracting, the 
only burden of that kind I ever entailed upon 

him, exclusive of my pin-money, which whs muysiup uavmg luus conciuaeu aei 

never regularly paid; nor would he have been story, to the onteriainincnt of the company, 
sumect to this, had he not, by his persecution and the admiration of Peregrine, who ex- 
ana pursuit, exposed me to an extraordinary pressed his astonishinent at the' variety of 
expei^e. I h^^e also hadiit in my power to adventures she had undergone, which was 
reward some of my faithful Abigails; in par- such as he thought sufficient to destrov the 
ticular, to relieve from extreme distress that most hardy and robust constitution, ' and 
? j T? already observed) therefore infinitely more than enough to 

i1 — granted an annuity, which she overwhelm one of her delicate frame ; one 
nad soJd; so that she was reduced to the of the gentlemen present roundly taxed her 

most amect poverty, and I found her in a with want of candour, in ' 

dismal hole, with two infants perishing for circumstances of her lifo 

want; a spectacle which drew tears from my — :j- 

’ eyes, and indeed could not but make deep 
. , impression upoa a heart like mine, which 
the misery of my follow-creaturcs hever 
. failed to molt. 

Nor did I upon tils occasion forget the 
.attachment and fidelity of my other woman, 

Mrs 9*—, who hearing I was robbed in my 
.’piwsage, through Flanders, hud generously 
;i:eiinq«>nhed4he a^wance I had settled upon 


re o 

V* aJK/a „»iicli he thought 
essential in the consideration of her cha- 
racter. ' ' . 

She reddened *at this peremptory charge, 
which had air evident effect on the coun- 
tenances of the whole audience, when the 
accuser proceeded to explain his imputation, 
by observing, that, in the course of her nar- 
ration, she had omitted to mention a thousand 
acts of uncommon charity, pf which he hiin 


self knew her to be guilty ; and that she had 

iP*® <5Xfrcise of such acts concealed a great many advantageous pro^ 

■ ^nc’^ofonce, and the plea- posals of ‘marriager which she might haye 

sSeiog my dear and tender parent accepted boford ^a was engaged. ' 

' chagrin Tlie ‘company were agreeSly undeceived 

whmhX meahect from the disagreeake by this explanation; which, her ladyship 
d|ep^ni9n<m my 4ord, wfio, consistent with acknowledged iii very polite terms, as acom^ 
hiB 'formey jnfcp^tency, upon our last re- plimeht equally genteel and unexpectedVand 
^nca.hiUbftjOheetfq% to a proposal I our heiro^ after having testified.- the eelise he, 
ni the house, and had of her entriplaisance a^ dbndoscension, 
even apprdvedof/lfp’scheme with marks of in regaling m with a m^lc hf |er. ebnft^ 
p^^kr sat^etmh ^fore one half tdence add^ ed|eefpk toqk ps 'leii:^ 9 j|!aiad went 
of the winter ^ ^ 
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’for, from the circumstances ef t!ie tale he ion of fresh discoveries in the worl(J of 
had heard, he plainly perceived, that her scandal. 

ladyship’s- heart wa». too delicate to receivd Peregrrine was now seized with a strange 
such incense,, as he, in the capacity of on whim ; and wlien he communicated the con- 
admirer, could at present . pay ; because, ccit to Cadwallader, it in a moment acquired 
though he had in some measure abridged the his approbation. This notion he imparted 
empire of Emilia in his own breast, it was in a proposal to subject the town to their 
not in his power to restrain it so effectually, ridicule, by giving responses in the character ; \ 
bat that it would interfere with any other of a professed conjuror, to be personated by . ^ ' 
sovereign whom his thoughts should adopt ; the old misanthrope, whose aspect was ex'* 
and, unless Lady —7 could engross his tremely well calculated for the purpose, 
whole love, time, and attention, he foresaw .The plan was immediately adjusted in all ite 
that it would be impossible for him to sup- parts ; an apartment hirca in a house accom- ! 
port the passion which he might have the' modated with a public stair, so that people 
good fortune to inspire. He was, moreover, might have free ingress and egress, without - 
deterred from declaring his love, by the fate being exposed to observation ; and this tene- 
of^er former admirers, who seemed to have menl being furnished with the apparatus of a 
been wound up to a degree of enthusiasm, magician, such as globes, telescopes, a magic 
that looked more like the effect of en- lanthorn, a skeleton, a dried monkey, to- 
chantment, than the inspiration of human gether with the skins of an alligator, otter, 
attractions ; an ecstasy of passion which he and snake, the conjuror himself took possess- 
durst not venture to undergo. He therefore ion of his castle, after having distributed 
resolved to cornet with the impressions he printed advertisements, containing the parti- 
liad already received, and, if possible, cultU cuiars of his undertaking, 
vato her friendship without soliciting her af- These bills soon operated according to the ^ ' 
faction : but, before he could fix upon this wish of the projectors. As the price of the . 
determination, he desired to know the foot- oracle was fixed at half-a-guinea, the public 
ing on which he stood in her opinion ; and, naturally concluded that the author was no 
by the intelligence of Crabtree, obtained in common fortuneteller ; and th 6 very next day, 
the usual manner, understood that her sen- Peregrine found some ladies of his quality 
timents of him were very favourable, though acquaintance infected with the desire of . 
without the least tincture of love. He would making an experiment upon the skill of this 
have been transported with joy, had her new conjuror, who pretended to be just ar- 
thoughts of hirn been of a more tender tex- rived from the Mogul’s empire, where he had 
ture ; though his reason was better pleased learned the art from a Brac^min philosopher, 
with the information ho received ; in con- Our young gentleman affected to talk of the 
sequence of which he mustered up the ideas pretensions of this sage with ridicule and 
of his first passion, and set them in oppo- contempt, and witn seeming reluctance 
sition to those of this new and dangerous undertook to attend them to his apartment, 
attachment ; by which means he kept the observing that it would be a very easy matter 
balance in equUibrio^ and his bosom tolerably to detect the fellow’s ignorance, and no 
quiet. more than common justice to ch^tisc him 

for his presumption. Though he could easily 
perceive a great fund of credulity in the 
CHAPTER LXXXII. company, they aftected to espouse his opinion, 

• and, under the notion of a frolic, agreed that 

He persuades Cadwallader to assume the one particular lady should endeavour to baffle 
. character of a magirimiy in which he his art, by appearing before him in the dress * 
acquires a great share 0 / reputation, by of her woman, who should at the same time 
his responses to three females of personate her mistress, and be treated* as . 
Unction, who severally co7isult the re- 1 such by bur adventurer, who promised to 
searches of his art. squire them to the place. These measures 

being concerted, and the appointment fixed 
His heart being thus, as it were, suspended for the next audience day, Peregnno furiiish- 
between two objects that lessened the force, ed his friend with the necessary inftirmatiou ; 
of each other’s attiaction, he took this op- and when the hour bf assignation arrived, 
portunity of enjoying some respite, and for conducted his chaqge to this oraculous seer, 
the present detach^ his ' sentiments from They were admitted by our hero’s valet- 
both, resolving ta indulge himself in the de-ebambre, ^hose visage, being naturally 
exercise of that practical satire which was so meagre Ond swarthy, wAs adorned with arti- 
agreeable aud peculiar to his disposition, ficial whiskers ; so that he became the Per- 
In this laud^le determination he was con- sian dress which he wore,ynd seemed a very 
firmed by the: rep€Hi^ed:;Suggestions of his proper inaster of the cc^retnonic8 to an ori- ' 
ftiend Cadwallader,’ who taxed him with let- ental necromancer. HaVing erased his 
r ting his talents rust in indolence, and stimu- arms upop his brqasts, with inclination of" 
laied his natural ' vi wity with a success* the liesmi he stalked in solenip silence- before 
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them into the penetralia of the tompTe, been acquired by some of thoee secret emis- 
where they found the conjuror sittidg at a sarins whom such impostors are obli^d to 
table, provided with pern, ink, and paper, employ fi)r intelligence, or imparted % the 
Mli\^ers books, and mathematical instruments^ lover himself, who had, perhaps, cotne to 
and a long white wand lying across the consult him about the success of bis amour, 
whole. Ho was liabiited in a black gown and Encouraged by this observation, or rat^r 
fur cap ; his countenance, over and above a prompted by an insatiable curiosity, which 
drni})Ic proportion of philosophic gravity, was proof against all sorts of apprehension, 
which he had aasunjcd for the occasion, was the disguised lady returned to the magician's 
jfimroved by a thick beard, white as snow, own apartment, and assuming the air of a 
that reached to his middle, and upon each pert chambermaid, — Mr conjuror,” said she, 
shoulder eat a prodigious large black cat, “now you have satisDed ray mistress, will 
which had l»eeri tutored for the purpose. you be so good as to tell me, if ever I shall 
Such a figure, which would have startled be married.” The ^ago, without the leost 
Peregrine himself, ha<l he not been concern hesitation, favoured her with an answer, in 
od ill llie mystery, could not. fail to make at the following words. — “ You <*annot be mar- 
impression upon those whom he accornpa ried before you are a widow : and whether 
nipd. The fictitious chambermaid, in spit or not that will ever be the case, is a question 
of all her natural pertness and vivacity which my art cannot resolve, because my 
changed colour when she entered the room foreknowledge exceeds not the term of thirty 
while the protended lady, whose intellect years.” 

were not quite so enlightened, began t( This reply, which at once cut hef off from 
tremble in every joint, and ejaculate petition the pleasing prospect of seeing herself in- 
to heaven for her .safety. Their <!onductor dependent in the enjoyment of youth and 
advancing to the table, presented his offer- fortune, in a moincut clouded her aspect ; ail 
irig, and, pointing to the maid, told Jiim, that her good humour was overcast, and she went 
lady desired to know wliat would be her de.s- away, without further inquiry, muttering, m 
tiny in point of marriage. The philosopher, the rancour of her chagrin, that he vvas a 
without hfling up his eyes to view the person silly impertinent fellow, and a mere uuack in 
ill whose behalf he was consulted, turned his his profession. Notwithstanding the pre- 
ear to «>ne of the sable familiars that purree judice of this rcsenirocnt, her conviction 
upon his shoulder, and, taking up the pen, soon recurred ; and whom the report of his 
wrote upon a detached slip of paper tlu^sc answers was made to those confederates by 
words, which Perc^ine, at the tlesire of tin whom she had been deputed to make trial of 
ladies, repeated aloud.— “Her destiny will, his skill, they were nnivcTsally persuaded 
in a great measure, defiend upon what hap- that his art was altogether supernatural, 
pened to her about niiie o'clock in the though each affected to treat it with con- 
morning on the third day of last December.” tempt, resolving in her own breast to have 
This sentence wm no sooner pronounced, recourse to him in private, 
than the counterfeit lady screamed, aiid'ran In the mean time, the maid, though laid 
out into the antechamber, exclaiming,— under the most peremptory injunctions of 
• “ Christ have mercy u|K>n us ! sure ho is the secrecy, was so full of tne circumstance 
devil JtJcanmLo I*’ Her mistress, who follow- which related to her own conduct, that she 
cd her with great consternation, insistbd extolled bis prescience, in whispers^ to aH 
upon knowing the transaction to which the her acquaintances, assuring them, that he 
response alluded; and Mrs Abigail, after had told her all the particulars of berime; so 
some recollection, gave her to understand that his fame was almost instantaneously 
that she hud an admirer, who, on that very conveyed, through a thousand different 
hotiraud day mentioned by the cunning man, channels, to all imrts of the town ; and the 
had addressed iumself to her in a serious very next, time he nssutned tlie chair, his 

{ imposal of marriage. This explanation, doors were besie^ by curious, people or dl 
lowover, wivs more ingenious than candid; sects and denominationsv 
Jbr llh' admirer was no other than the identi- Being an old practitioher in this art, Cad- 
. cal Mr Pickle toself, who was a mere wallader knew it would be impossible ' for 
dragon aijnonw riilr ohambem^ds, and in his ‘lim to support his reputation in the promis- 
pr^vious iiifoxuiVvion cmiuhnicatcd to his moiis exercise of .fortaneteiling, clause 
an account of. this as- ivory person that should come to' consult . 
signalion, mth which he had been ihvoured lim would expect a sainj^e of his skill relit- 
- hy .the da n^l in questiop. ing to things pa$t ; and it could sot be atq)- 

Our hfffd seeing Ids company very much posed that he was acquainted with the pri-» 
affected wfth th® circnmstsinco of the wizard's vote .concerns of every individud who might 
art, wbldi hadi49M>®f f^Hiencd both mistress ipply to him for that purpose ; he 
and mdid kdo pretended to laugh , ordered htb minister, whom he distinguished 

them out of tfeif - feawt by' observing tlmt' ly the name of ^ladn R^rk, toaigniQ^^iio 
' tlierewas DOthing>xthiordinafy in this in- ill ihoeejwHo demaoded eptranceTmat his 
staiice of 1^8 hpowted^whiph might have price was ^a|P>argumea 4 ahi 
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were not dispoAod to grati^ him with that 
consideration, would do well to leav<? the 
. passage ftee for the rest. 

Tliie dcdaration succeeded to his wish; 
this congregation consisted chiefly of 
footmen, chambermaids, * prentices, ana the 
lower class of tradesmen, wlio could not 
aflbrd to' purchase prescience at such a 
price ; so that, after fruitless offers of shil- 
lings and half crowns, they dropped one 
by one, and left Uie field open for customers 
of a high rank. 

The first person of this, species who ap. 
peered was dressed like the wife of a sub- 
etantial tradesman ; but this disguise could 
not screen her from the penetration of the 
conjuror, who at first sight knew her to be 
one of the ladies of whose coming he had' 
been apprised by Peregrine, on the supposi. 
tion that their curiosity was rather inflamed 
than allayed by the intelligence they hod re. 
oeived from his first client. This* lady ap- 
proached the philosopher with that intre- 
jiidity of countenance so conspicuous in 
matrons of her dignified sphere, and in a 
soft wice asked, with a simper, of what 
complexion her next child would be? The 
necromancer, who was perfectly well ac- 
^juainted with her private history, forthwith 
delivered hie re.sponse in the following 
question, written in the usual form. — “liow 
long has Pornpey, the black, been dismissed 
from your ladyship’s sendee 

Endued as she was with a great share of 
that fortitude which is distinguished by the 
‘appellation of effrontery, her face exhibited 
fcome signs of shame and confusion at the 
receipt of tliis oracular interrogation, by 
which she was convinced of his extraordinary 
intelligence; and accosting him in a very 
serious tone, — “ Doctor,” said she, *‘l per- 
ceive you arc a person of great abilities in 
the art you profess ; and, therefore, without 
pretending to dissemble, I wdll own you have 
touched the true string of my apprehensions. 
1 am persuaded I neeanot be more particular 
in my inquiries, llere is a purse of money; 
lake it. and deliver me from a most alanning 
and uneasy suspense.” So saying, she de- 
posited her oflering upon the table, and wait- 
ed for his ahswer, with a face of fearful ex- 
pectation, white he was employed in writing 
thi.*? sentence for her j^erusal; — “Though I 
see into the womb of time, the prospect is 
not perfectly distinct; the seeds of future 
events lie mingled and confused ; so that I 
^ am iitider the necessity of assisting my dt- 
vlnation in sohne cases, by analogy and 
human intelligcnco ; and cannot poesiblv 
satisfy your present doubts, unless you will 
condescend to make me privy to all those 
occurrences ' which you tiunk might have 
interfere with the caiisd of your af^re- 
hension.” 

The lady having 'read the deehilation, aL 
fected a small, emdtioa of shyness and re- 
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pugnance, and, seating herSelfujKm a settee, 
after having cautiously informed herself of 
the privacy of the a}>artmenf, gave such a 
detail of the siiccession of her lovers, as 
amazed, while it entertained the. necro*i 
tnancer, as well as his friend Pickle, who, 
from a closet in which he had concoaled 
himself, overheard everv syllable of her con- 
fession. CoAlwallader listened to her story 
with a look of infinite importance and saga- 
city, and, after u short pause, told her, that 
he would not pretend to give a categorical 
answer, until he should have deliberated ma- 
turely upon the various circuniFtv'inces of the 
aflTair ; but if slic would lake the trouble of 
honouring him with another visit on his next 
public dav, he hoped he sluwild he abb* to 
give her full satisfaction, (’ouscious of the 
importance of her doubts, she could not heli> 
commending his caution, and took her leave, 
with a promise of returning at the appoint- 
ed time : then the conjuror being joined by 
his associate, they gave a loose to their 
mirth, wliich having indulged, they begun to 
concert measures for inflicting some disgrace- , 
fid punishment on the shameless and in- 
satiate termagant who had so impudently 
avowed her own prostitution. 

They were interrupted, however, in their 
contbriMicc, by he arrival of a now guest, 
who being announced by lladgi, our hero re* 
treated to his lurking place, and Cadwallader 
resumed his inystorious appearance. This 
new client, though she hid her face in a mask, 
could not conceal herself from Iho knowledge 
of the conjuror, who by her voice recognized 
her to be an unmarried lady of his own uc- 
(piaintancc. She hSd, witliiu a small com- 
pass of time, made herself remarkable for 
two adventures, which had not at all suc- 
ceeded to her expectation : being very iinicli 
addicted to play, she liad, at a certain route, 
indulged that passion to such an excess, as 
not only got ijie better of her justice, hut 
also of her circumspection ; so that she was 
unfortunately detected in Jier endeavours to 
appropriate to herself what was not lawfully 
her due. This small slip was attended with 
another indiscretion, which load likewise an 
urducky effect upon her roputation. She 
had been favoured with the arldrcsees of one 
of those hopeflil heirs who swarm and 
swagger about town, under the denomuiotion 
of bucks ; and, in the cpufidence of his 
honour, consented to be one of a party that 
made an excursion as far as Windsor, think, 
ing herself secured from scandal by tho 
company of another young lady, who had 
also ceiidesccnded to trust her person to tJie 
protection of her admirer. The two ga!- 
iants, in the course of this expedition, were 
said to use the most perfidious means to in- 
toxicate the passions of their mistresses, by 
mixing dru|i;8 with their wine, w'hicli inflamed 
their cojostitutions to such a degree, that 
they feRhn ea^ sacrifice to the appetites of 
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thcMf conductors, who, upon their return to fortuneteller, whose talents he pretended to 
town, were so base and inhiunon as to boast nucule, incensed their itch of knowing 
among their companions of the exploit they secrets to" such a degree of impatience, that 
bad achieved. Thus the story was cifculat- their curiosity became Vagrant, and he took 
ed, with a thousand additional circumstances it for granted, that all or some of them w^ld 
to the prejudice of the sufferers, one of wlmm visit Albumazar'^on his very first visiting day. 
iiad thought proper to withdraw into the While Peregrine was thus engaged, bis as- 
coiintry, until the scandal raised at her ex- sociatc made his appearance in another con- 
pense should subside ; while the other, who vocation of fashionabie people, where he 
was not so easily put out of countenance, soon had the pleasure of hearing the con- 
resolved to outface the report, as a treacher- 1 juror brought upon the carpet by an elderly 
ous aspersion, invented by her lover as an ex- gentlewoman, remarkable for her inquisitive 
cuse for his own inconstancy; and aptuully disposition, who, addressing herself to Cad- 
appeared in public, as usual, till she found Wallader, asked, by the belp of the ‘ finger- 
herself neglected by the greatest part of her alphabet, if he knew any thing of the magij. 
acquaintance. cian that made such a noise in town ] Tlie 

In consequence of this disgrace, which misanthrope answered, as usual, in a surly 
whether to impute to the card tone By yonr question you must either 
anair, or to the last/nmjr pas she had com- take me for a pimp or an idiot. Wliat, ' 
mitted, slio now came to consult the con- the name of nonsense, should I know of 
signified her errand, by asking such a rascal, unless 1 were to court his ac- 
whethor the cause of her present disquiet (|uaintancc with a view to feast my own 
was of the town or countryl Cadwollader, spleen, in seeing him fool the whole nation 
at once perceiving her allusion, answered out of their money; though, I suppose, his 
her question in these terms This honest chief profits arise from his practice, in qual- 
vvorld will forgive a young gamester for indis- ity of pander. All fortunetellers are bawds, 
crelion at play, but a favour mnted to a hab- and, for that reason, are so much followed by 
bung coxcomb is an unpardonable offence.” people of fashion. This follow, I warrant, 
rius response she it^ceived with equal as- has got sundry convenient apartments for the 
tonislimont and chagrin ; and, fully convinced benefit of procreation; for it is not to be 
of the nccromanccrV omniscience, implored supposed that those who visit him on the 
his advice, touching the retrieval of her re- pretence of consulting his supernatural art, 
putation : upon which he counselled her to can be such fimls, such drivellers, as to be- 
wed w till the first opportunity,* She seemed lieve that he can actually prognosticate fu- 
se well pleased with his admonition, that she ture events.” 

gmtified him with a double fee, and, dropping The company, according to his cxpec- 
A low curtsey, retired. ^ . tatioii, imputed his remarks to the rancour 

Uur imdertakem now thought it high time of his disposition, which could not bear to 
. to sueiice the oracle for Uie day, and Iladgi think that any person upon earth was wiser 
was accoraingly ordered to exclude all than himself; and his ekrs were regaled witli 
comers, while I enjgrinc and his friend re- a lhou.sand instances of the conjuror’s 
neweo the deliberations which had been in- wonderful prescience, for which he was.ftl- 
ternipted, and settled a plan of operations together indebted to fiction. Some of these 
for the next occasion : meaiiwhiJe it was re- specimens being communicated to him by 
solved, that Uadgi should not only exercise way of appeal to bis opinion, ** they are,” 
nis own talents, but also employ inferior said he, ** mere phantoms of ignorance and 
a^nta, m procuring general intelligence for credulity, swelled up in the repetition, like 
the sup^rt of tlieu* scheme; that Ih© ex- those unsubstantial bubbles which the boys 
l>ensc or tins ministry should be defrayed blow up in soap-suds with a to^cco-pipc. 
ifom the profits of their professions ; and the And this will over be the case in the pro- 
remamder be distributed to poor families in pagation of all extraordinary intelligence : 
distress. imagination naturally magnifies every 

object that falls under its cognizance, especi. 

T VX.V.TT, concern the passions of fear 

CHAPTER LXXMII. an,} admiitlion ; and when the occurrence 

a f R- 1 . 1 ^ ^ rehearsed, the vanity of the 

am nisinend Cailwallader pro* relater exaggerates every circumstance in 
erche of the in^sterf of order to. Stance tlie unportanfco of tlie 
in the course of which communication. Thus an incident, which is 
they achietfpMmovs adomtures, but barely uncommon, often gains sudi ac- 

' cewi^," in its ’progress tlirougb, the fancies 

being adjitsted, our hero and mputbfof those who represent \ it, that 
forth^th* repair^ to a card assembly, which tire -ojcigifli^ fact qannot possibly he, dia- . 
was IVeqnentedby som©of the most notable lin«rished.^^» oblation imghtbe 
gossips m town, and having artfulj|y turned ed W plu^r^ tw a thousand und^nw^ 
the^conVenatioit nipon: the subject of the examples, ddt of which 1 shall only 
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one instariro lor Ihe cuU‘rtain\ncnt and edifi- 
cation of the company. A very hoacpt gen- 
tleman, remarkable for tlio gravity of liia de- 
portment, was one day in a certain coifec- 
i 10 use accosted by one of hi a particular 
1 fiends, who, taking him by the hand, ex- 
].>rcssed niicotnnion satipluciion in seeing him 
abroad, and in good health, after the danger- 
ous and portentous malady he Iiad under- 
gone. Surprised at tliis salutation, the gen- 
tleman replied, it was true he had b(»en a 
little out of order oveniighl, but theni was 
nothing at all extraordinary in Jiis indisposi- 
tion. “Jesii* not exlniordiiiary r* cried the 
other, “when you vomited three black 
crows !” This strange exclamation the grave 
gentleman at first mistook for raillery, though 
his friend was no jok(3r ; hut perceiving m 
liim all the marks of .‘sincerity and astonish- 
ment, he suddenly changed his opinion, and, 
after a short reverie, taking him aside, ex- 
pressotl hiinscll’ iu llu'se words : — “Sir, it is 
not unknown to you that I am at pre sent en- 
gaged in a treat) of marriage, which would 
Jiave been settled long ago, bad it not been 
retarded by the rcp(‘atcd rnacliination.s of a 
certain person w’ho professed himself my 
rival. Now, I am hilly iiorsniulod tliat this 
affair of the three crows is a story of hi.s in- 
vention, calculated to prejudice me in the 
opinion of the lady, who, to be sure, would 
not choose to marry a iniin wlio has a rookery 
m his bowels ; and therefore 1 must insi.st 
upon knowing the author of this scandalous 
report, that 1 may bo able to vindicate my 
character from the malicious aspersion.** 
llis friend, who thought the demand was 
verjMX'asonable, told Jinn, without hesitation, 
that he was niadcj ac<imiinted with the cir- 
cimiatanc(?s of his diatcinper by aMr Huch-a- 
one, their common acquaintance ; upon 
which the pers(»ri who conceived himself in- 
jured, went imniodiatt'ly in cpiest of Ins .sup- 
posed defamcr, and, having found him, — 
“ Pray, Sir,*’ said he, with a peremptory 
tone, “who told yon that I vomited three 
black crows!” “Three !'* answered the gen- 
tleman, “ I mentioned two only.’* “ Zounds I 
iSir,” cried the other, incensed at his indif- 
ibrence, “you will find the two too many, if 
you refuse to discover the villainous source 
of such calumny.** The gentleman, sur- 
prised at his heat, said he was sorry to find 
ho had been the accidental instrument of 
giving him offence, but translated the blame 
(if any there was) from himself In a third 
person, to whoso information he ovved his 
knowledge of the report. The plaintiff, ac- 
cording to the direction he received, repaired 
to the house of the accused : and his indig- 
nation being inflamed at finding the story 
had already circulated among his acquaint- 
ance, he Udd him, with evident marks of 
displeasure, that ho was come to pluck that 
same brace of crows which he said he had 
disgorged. The defendant seeing hiba very 
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much irritaTed, positively denied that he had 
nioiitionod a brace: — “One, indeed,*’ said 
he, “ I own I took notice of, upon the au- 
tJioriiy of your own physician, who g^ivo mo 
an account of it this morning.’* “Dy Ihe 
lord]*’ cried tht^ sidferor, iu a rage, which lie 
could no longer cbutaiii, “liral rascal Juis 
bcf'ii subi'niod by my rivfi.1 to slander my 
chiuMcter in lliis munucr; hut. J’il bo re- 
venged, if there be ciiher law or equity ui 
England.” He had scarce pronounced these 
word.s when the doctor happened to entcT 
iho room; vvlien his exa.<pcr{ilcd palienl, 
lifting up his cuiie, — “Sirrah,” said lie, “if 
I live, I’ll make iJiat black crow tl » Macke.'-l 
circumstance of thy whole life and con\»‘r^ 
sation.” Tlie physician, conlbmwicd at tl"x 
addres.s, assured him that he was utterly 
ignorant of his meaning, and, when the otl-er 
gentleman explained it, absolutely lienicd Tie 
charge, affirming lie lind said no more than 
that he liad vomited a quantity c^f .somefliing 
a.-? black iiti a crow. 'Piie landbinl of tin; 
houM‘ ncknowledged that lni imglit ba\») 
been mistaken ; and thus the wliol* m.yfct* ry 
\va.s explained.” 

The ccmipany seemed to relish tlie ‘■to.y 
of the three black crows, winch tlicy con- 
sidered as an impromptu of Cadwiilljifler’*^ 
own invention; but, granting it to in; true, 
they unanimously declared liiat it could have 
no weight in invalidating the testimony of 
divers persons of honour, who Jiad been wit- 
nesses td* lla.* ruagicuin'rt supernalural skill. ' 
On the ne.\t day of consultation, the necro- 
mancer being in the chair, and Iuh friend 
belund the curtail^, the outward door was 
scarce opened, wlmn a female visilai.t 
llounc^Ml in, and discovered to Iho magician 
the features of one of those inquisitive laditt.', 
whose curiosity, iie knew, liis con foderaJe 
Iiad arom-ed, in the manner above ({escribed. 
She addressed hcreelf to him with n’fiimiliai* 
air, obs(;rving, that she l-'id heard min’h of 
his great knowledge, and wa.s come to be n 
witiici.s of his art, whic'h she desiri *! him to 
display, in declaring whn I he knew to be hsjr 
ruling passion. 

Cadwallader, who was no stranger to lie.r 
disposition, assumed the pen without hesi- 
talion, and furnished her wdth an answer, 
importing, that the love of money predonu- 
nated, and scandal possessed the next place 
in her licart. Fur from being offended at 
his freedom, she comnujiidcd his frnnkin\‘-.-j 
with a smile; and, satisfied of his uncoTiimoii 
talents, expressed a desire of being U^tter 
acquainted with his person ; nay, sini bf gun 
to catechise him upon the private history of 
divers great faniilic.s, in which he happened 
to be well versed ; and lie, in a iny.sterioiis 
manner, dropt such artful hints of Ids 
knowledge, that she was amazed at his ca- 
pacity, an<l actually asked if bis art wm 
communicable. The conjuror replied in 
affirmative ; but, at the tame time, gave her 
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to undcrstaml, that it was attainable by tliosc 
only who wore pure anil unileliled in point 
(jf ijiastily and honour, or such as, by a 
lon^ cour&e of penitence, had weaned them- 
•it'Ives from all attachiiienls to the flesh- 
Slie not only disapproved, but seemed to 
diMiht tiio truih of this assertion ; telling him, 
wjlh a look of disdain, that his art was not 
vvortii having, if one could m>t use it for the 
beneiit of one’s pleasure. She liad even 
penetration enough to take notice of an 
iiiconsislenry in what he had advanced; 
and asked, why he himself exercised his 
knowledge for hire, if he was tso much de- 
tached tVorn all worldly concerns: — “Come, 
coinc, doctor,’’ added she, “ you arc in the 
right to bo cautious against impertinent 
curiosity ; but, perhaps, 1 may make it worth 
y«>ur while to lie comrnunicatjve.’* 

Theso overtures were interrupted by a rap 
at the door, sjgnitying the approach of an- 
other client ; upon which the lady inquired 
for his private fiassage, tiirough which she 
tiuglit retire, without the risk of being seen; 
wlicii she understood he was delieicnt in that 
convenience, she withdrew into an empty 
room adjoining to the audience cliamher, in 
order to cunceiil herself from the obser- 
\ at ion of the new coiner. This was no 
ntlier than the inamorata, who came by ap- 
pomtmmit to receive the solution of her 
iloubts ; and the misanthrope, glad of an 
opportunity to expose her to the censure of 
Mich an indefatigable minister of«famc as the 
])orson who, he knew, would listen from the 
ncNt apartment, laid licr under the necessity 
of refreshing bis renicinbranrc with a rc- 
^■!^pltulatloll of her former confession, which 
was almost (iuishod, when she was alarmed 
by ix noise at tfTe door, occasioned by two 
gentlemen, who ntlomptcd to enter by force. 

Terrilicd at this uproar, which divsconcert- 
ed the magician Inniself, she ran for shelter 
into the place which was preoccupied by the 
ether lady, who, hearing this disturbance, 
liad eh»sed the w'iiidow-shutters, that she 
ringht have the better chance of remaining 
unknown. ] lere t hoy ensconced themselves 
ui the utmost col^^l^‘^nation, w'hile the necro- 
mmicev, after s-oino recollection, ordered 
1 ludgi to open the dol'^ and admit the rioters, 
who, he hoped, would be overawed by the 
imtbority of bi.s appearance. The janitor had 
no sooner obeyed his instructios-s, than in 
ruslied a young libertine, who bad been for 
some time upon the town, together with his 
tutor, wiio was i wo: a out d''Uiuchee, well 
hnoMVui to the magician. Tlu'y were both in 
tlmt degree of intoxication necessary’ to pre- 
pare such die positions for what they com- 
inunly call frolics, and the sober part of man- 
kind feel to lie extravagant outrages against 
the laws of their country, and the jieacc of 
their follow-subjects. Having staggered up 
to th? table, the senior, who undertook to 
hA.SJlokesman, saluted CadwalJader with, — 


“How dost do, old Capricorn T thou seein’s-t 
to be a most venerable pimp, and, I doubt 
not, hast abundance of discretion. Here is 
tliis young whoremaster (a true chip of the 
old veneieal block his father) and myself, 
come for a comfortable cast of tliy function. 
[ don’t mean that stale pretence of conjuring; 
damn futurity; let us live fur the present, 
old Haly. Conjure mo up a couple of hale 
wenches, and, 1 warrant, wo shall get into 
the magic circle in a twinkling. What says 
Galileo ? What says the reverend Brahe I 
Here is a purse, you pimp: liark, how it 
chinks ! this is sweeter than the music of the 
spheres.” 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this ren- 
countre, made no reply ; but, takuig up his 
wand, waved it round his head in a very 
mysterious motion, with a vjew of intimidat- 
ing these forward visitant.s, who, far from 
being awed by this sort of evolution, became 
more and more obstreperous, and eviii 
threatened to pull him by the beard, if he 
would not immediately comply with their 
desire. Had he called his associate, or oven 
Hadgi, to his aid, he knew he could have 
soon calmed their turbulcnci* ; but, being uu- 
wiiUngto run the risk of a discovery, or even 
of a not, he bethought limiself of chastising 
their insolence in another manner, that would 
bo less bazardou.s, and rather ir.ore eft’ectun!. 
In consequence of this suggestion, he point- 
ed his wand towards tJie door of the 
apartment in which the ladies had taken 
ganctiiiiry; and the two rake'=, understanding 
the hint, rushed iii without !‘e.sitation. 

The females, finding the,, place of retreat 
taken by assault, ran about the room in groat 
consternation, and were immediately taken 
prisoners by the assailants, who, pulling 
them towards the windows, opened the slml- 
ters at the same instant of lime, when, 
strange to tell! one of the heroes discovered, 
in the prize he had made, the v»^ry wife of 
his bosom ; and his companion perceived 
that he had stumbled in the dark upon iiis 
own mother. Their mutual astonishment, 
was unspeakable at this cclaircissement, 
which produced an universal silence for the 
space of several minutes. During this pause 
the Indies having recollected themselves, an 
expostulation was begun, by the elder of the 
two, who roundly took her son to task for his 
disorderly life, whicli laid her under the dis- 
agreeable necessity of watching his motions, 
and detecting him in such an infamous place. 

While the careful mother thus exercised 
her talent for reprehension, the hopeful young 
gentleman, with a hand in each fob, stood 
whistling an opera tunc, without seeming to 
pay the most profound regard to his parent’s 
reproof ; and the other lady, in imitation of 
such a consummate pattern, began to open 
upon her hu.sband, whom she bitterly re- 
proached with his looseness and intempe- 
rance, demanding to know what he had to 
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allege in alleviation of his present mis- 
conduct. TJic surprise occasioned by such 
an unexpected meeting, had already in a 
great measure destroyed the effects of the 
wine he had so plentifully drank ; and tlie 
tirst use he made of hi% recovered sobriety, 
was to revolve within himaelf the motives 
that could possibly induce his wife to give 
him the rendezvous in this manner. As he 
had good reason to believe she was utterly 
void of jealousy, he naturally placed this ren- 
countre to the account of anotliijr passion ; 
and his chagrin was not at all imjiaircd by 
the effrontery with which she now presumed 
to reprimand him. lie listened to her, Ihoro- 
forc, with a grave or rather grim aspect; 
and to the question with w'hich she coiielud- 
<?d her rebuke, answered, with groat com- 
posure, — “All that I have to allege, Madam, 
is, that tlie bawd has committed a mistake, 
m consequence of which wo are hoik dis- 
appointed ; and so, ladie.s, y(mr humble 
servant.'’ So saying, he retired with mani- 
fest confusion in Ins looks ; and as he passed 
through the audi(?nc(! chamber, eyeing the 
conjuror askaricf?, pronounced tlie epithet 
of precitnts rascal, with groat emphasis. 
Meanwhile, the junior, like a dutiful child, 
handed his mamma to her chair; and the 
other client, after having reviled the necro- 
mancer, because lie could not foresee this 
event, went away in a state of inortifica- 
lion. 

The coast being clear. Peregrine came 
forth from his den, and congratulated his 
fnond upon the peaccoh' > : -Micof the ad- 
venture which ho had o\{ i;i'iard ; but, that 
ho might not be exposed to .‘^ucli incon- 
voiiiouce for the future, they resolved, that a 
grate should he fixed in the middle of the 
outward door, through which the conjuror 
himself might reconnoitre all tluj visitants, 
before their admission ; so that, to those 
wliose appearance he might not like, Iladgi 
should, without opening, give notice, that 
his master was enjraged. By this expedient, 
too, they provided against those difficulties 
which (kadwallader must have encountered, 
in giving satisfaction to strangers, whom he 
did not know : for the original intention of 
the foimdors was to confine the jiraciice of 
llieir art to people of fashion only, most of 
whom were personally known to the counter- 
feit magician and hi's coadjutors. 

Indeed these associates, (^adwallader in 
particular, notwithstanding his boasldd in- 
sight into the characters of life, never 
imagined that his pretended skill would be 
consulted by any but the weaker minded of 
the female sex, incited by that spirit of curi- 
osity w hich he knew was implanted in their 
nature; but, in the course of his practice, 
he found him.self cultivated in his preter- 
natural capacity by people of all sexes, com- 
plexions, and degrees of reputation, and had 
occasion to observe, that, when the passions 


are concerned, howsoever cool, cautious, 
ami deliberate, the disposition may otherwise 
be, there is nothing so idle, frivolous, or ab- 
surd. to w hich they will not apply for en- 
couragement and gratification. The Inst oc- 
currence, according to the liopes anti ex- 
pectation of the coil federates, was whisper- 
ed about by the ladie.s couccrmnl, in such a 
manner, that the whole affiiir was, in a ihw 
days, the universal topic of thscoursc, in 
W'hich it was n'tailcd with iiumberlcss eiii- 
bollislimeiits, invented by the parlies thoiii- 
selves, wlio had long indulgt'd a piiiuo at 
each other, and took Ibis opportunity of en- 
joying their revenge. 

These incidents, u’hilo they regaled the 
spleen, at tlie same time augimmtod tlie re- 
nown of the conjuror, wlio was de.srnbetl, 
on both sides, as a very extraordinary person 
in his w'ay; and the aJieralioii in his door 
was no sooner porfornn*tl, than lie had oc- 
rasion to avail himself of it, against tlie'jn- 
trusion of a great many, u'lth wdiom lii‘ 
would have tbuiid it very difficult to support 
the til me he had arquirrMl. 

Among those wlio appeared at Ids gr.ilf?, 
lie perceived a certain clergyman, wdiom he 
had long known an huinhle iittendoiit on the 
great, and with some tlie reputed minister of 
their pleasures. This Levile had disguised 
himself in a great coat, boots, and dress quite 
foreign to the habit worn by those, of his 
function ; ayd, being adinilted, attempted to 
impose himself as a country squire upon the 
conjuror, who, calling him by Ids name, de- 
sired him to sit down. This reception cor- 
responding wuth the report he hod hoard 
touching our magician’s art, the doctor .sani 
he would lay aside all dissimulation. Afior 
having professed an implicit belief, that Ins 
supernatural knowdedge did not proceed from 
any communication with evil spirits, but w as 
Ibo immediate gift of heaven, lie declared 
the intention of hi.s coming was to inquire 
into tlic licaltli of a good friend and brother 
of ids, W’ho possessed a certain living in the 
country, w'hich he named ; and, as lie w'as 
old and infirm, to know what space of lime 
w'as allotted to him in thi.s frail state of mor- 
tality, that he might have the inclanclioly 
satisfaction of attending him in his last 
moments, and assisting him in his prepara- 
tions for eternity. 

The conjuror,* wdio at once perceived tlio 
purport of this question, after a solemn 
pause, during which he seemed absorbed in 
contemplation, delivered this response to his 
consulter : — “ Though I foresee some occur- 
rences, I do not pi’ctcnd to be omniscient. 
I know not to what age that clergyman’s life 
will extend ; but so far 1 can penetrate into 
the womb of time, as to discern, that the in- 
cumbont will survive his intended .successor.” 
This dreadful sentence in a moment banished 
the blood from the face of the appalled con- 
sultcr, who, hearing his own doom pro- 
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nounced, lo treuildc in every joint; he 
lifted ii|j his ev(\s in the a^^ony of iear, and 
bayiriff, — “Mie will of God bo dune,’’ witli- 
ifrew ill Mle/il despondence, his tei?th chat- 
toriiirr with terror and di.-^inay. 

Thi^i olifiiit was succccdod by an ol<l man 
sibonl I he ajje of sesenty-fi\r‘, who boinjr ro- 
Kolvftd to purehaso a Ioa.^e, di sired to be de- 
tenniiied in the Jerm of years liy the iieero- 
inrineer’s advice, oh^ervinitr, that, as lie had 
no cluldroii of his own body, and had no re- 
};ard for his licirs at law, llic purchase would 
be made with a view to his own convenience 
only ; and therefore, considerinj^ liis a^c, he 
himself hesitated in the period of the lease, 
between thirty and threescore years. 

The coiijnror, upon diee deliberation, ad - 1 
vised him t<» double tlu' last specified term, I 
beeause he dis1in;;uushi'd m his tbaturesj 
poinethin'f portendint,^ extreme old a;fe and | 
second 4■hlhlhOl)d, and lie ou^lit to 
for that state ef nn‘apucily, wliich other- j 
wise would be attfeided witli infinite misery 
and alfliction. The* .snpera:niuate<l wretch, 
thunderstruck witii tins prediction, held up 
his hands, and in the first transports of 
his approh(*nsion, exclaimed, — ‘^liord have 
mercy upon me \ 1 have not when‘withal to 
purchase such a lonjr lease, and T have loujr 
out-lived all my trieiuN; what then must be- 
come of me, sinner that 1 am, one hundred 
and twenty years hence!" (^•ulwn]luder, 
(who enjoytvl his terretr) under pretence of 
alh'viatinj; his concern, told liihi tb.at what 
he had projrno.sticatod did nut di»privc him 
of the mcuiis vvhicli lie and every person had 
in their power, to curtails life of misfortune; 
and the «)hl ‘Tonthnnan went away, soeminjfly 
eomfort«*d with tlie assurance, that it would 
always be in Ins power to ejn[)h)y a halter 
tor hi.s own di’liverance. 

Siioii after the retreat of this elder, the 
ina;jician was \ -.sited hy one of Iho.-ie worthies 
known amon^f tin* lioinans by the appel- 
lation of lurnulipetf's^ ivho had amassed a 
lar^o tort lino hy a close attention to the iin- 
inediati* wants and wcakjn*-^s f)f raw iinox- 
perioacod heirs. riiis honourable usurer 
had sold an annuity upon the life of a youns^ 
spendthrift, being* tiierolo imbiced by the 
iiHirmntion of his phvsician. wlio laid assured 
him his patient’s constitution was so rotten, 
that he could hot iivo one year toanemi: 
lie had, nevertheless, made shift to weather 
eighteen n/onths, and now seemed more 
vigorous and liealilw tth.n he hi* d ever been 
kiiown ; for he n as supposed to ha\e nourish- 
ed an hcredilaiy [H'\ from Ins cradle, Alarmed 
at this altcralioe. the seller came to consult 
GadwaUader, not only aOout the lilb of the 
annuitant, but also concerning tlio of 
his health at tho time of his pnroha^ing the 
jinnuity, purposing to .sue the idiysician for 
false intelliffonce, shonid the conjuror declare 
that the young man was sound when the 
docto? pronounced him diseased. But this 


was a ))iece of satisfaction he did not obtain 
from tlic misanthrope, who, in order to 
punibh his sordid disposition, gave him to 
urider.slarid that the physician had told him 
t!ie truth, and nothing but tho truth; and 
that the young gentleman was in a fair way 
of attiiiiimg a comfortable old age. “ That 
IS to say,*’ (cried the client, in the impatience 
of his mortilication at this answer) “bating 
accidents; for, thank God, tho annuitant does 
not lead llie inobt regular hie ; besides, 1 arn 
credibly informed he i.s choleric and rash; 
so that he may be concerned in a duel : then 
there are such things as riots iu the fclrcet, 
111 which a rake’s skull may lie casually 
cracked; he may ho overturned in a ciiach, 
overset in the river, thrown from a vicious 
horse, overtaken with a cold, ondaiigofod by 
a surfeit; but what f place my chii'f coii- 
fnieiice in, is a hearty pox, a distemjier 
which hath been fatal to his whole family 
Niit hut that the issue of all these thin*^ ik 
uncertain; and expedients might he tiDund, 
which would more effectually answer the 
purpose. 1 Know they have arts in India, 
by which a man can secure his own interest, 
in the salutation of a friendly shake by tbe 
hand ; and I don't doubt that yt>n, who have 
lived in that (muiitry, arc master of the 
secret. To be sure, if you was inclined to 
oommimicajto siicli a nostrum, there are 
abundance of people who w ould purchase it 
at a very high price. " 

Cadwallador mnlerstood this insinuation, 
and was tpmpti'd to amuse him in such a 
manner as wonUl tend to hi> disgrace and 
confusion; but ronslilering I’.rat the case wa.s 
of too eriminal a nature to bo tampered 
with, lie withstood liis desire of punishing 
this rapaeions cormorant any other way than 
by telling him he would not impart tho secret 
for his whole fortune ton times doubled; so 
that, the u.^urcr retired, \ery much dissatisfied 
with the ij.siic of his consiillaliou. 

The next person who presented riimself at 
this altar of intelligence, was an author, 
who recommended himself to a gratis advice, 
by observing, that a prophet and poet were 
known by the same appellation among the 
ancients; and that, at tins day, both the one 
and the other spoke by inspiration. The 
coiijui’or refused to owui this affinity, which, 
he said, formerly subsisted, because botli 
species of the vatva were the children of 
fiction; but as he himself did not fall under 
that predicament, he begged leave to disown 
all conne.xion with the family of the poets ; 
and the poor author would have been dis- 
missed without his errand, though ho offered 
to leave an ode as security for the magician’s 
fee, to be paid from the j)rofit8 of his first 
third night, had not ('ndwallader’s curiosity 
prompted him to know the snJiject of this 
gentleman's inquiry. lie therefore told him, 
that, in consideration of his genius* he would 
for once satisfy him without a fee ; and do- 
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sired him to sitcv^ify tho doubts in which he 
wished to be resolved. 

The son of Parnassus, glad of this con- 
descension, for which he thanked the necro- 
mancer, gave him to understand that he J)ad 
Gome time before? presented a play in manu- 
script to n certain great man, at the head of 
taste, who had not only read and approved 
the performance, but also undertaken to in- 
troduce and support it on the stage ; that he 
(the author) was assured by this patron, that 
the play was already (in consequence of his 
recommendatson) accepted by one of tho 
managers, who had faithfully promised to 
bring it to light ; but that, when he waited 
on this same manager, to know when he in- 
tended to put his ])roduclion in rehearsal, 
the man declared he had never seen or heard 
of the piece: — “Now, Mr conjuror,’* said he, 

“ I want to know wlietlier or iiot my play has 
been prescnlctl, and if I have any sort of 
chance of seeing it aelod this winter.” 

('ndwallad»T, who liad. in his younger | 
days, sported among the theatrical muses, 
began to lose Ins temper at this question, 
which recalled tlie roinembrance of his own 
disappomtiiicnts ; and dispatched tho author 
with an abrupt answer, importing that the 
atfairs of the stage were altogether witiiout 
tho sphere of his divination, being entirely 
regulated by the demons of di.«siniulatioii, 
ignorance, and ca})rice. 

It would be an endless task ’to recount 
every individual response which our magician 
delivered in the cour.se of his eonjiiralion. 
He was consulted m all eases of law, physic, 
and trad'.?, over and above the ordinary 
subjects of marriage and fornication ; his 
advice and assistance were solicited by 
sharpers, who desired to posse.ss an infallible 
method of cheating unperrcived ; by fortune- 
Imnter.-:, who wanted to make prize of 
widows and heiresses; by debauchees, who 
were disposed to lie with other mcn’.s wives; 
bv coxcombs, who longed for the death of 
their fatlu?rs ; by wenches with child, who 
wished themselves rid of their Imrdeihs; by 
merchanty, who had insured above value, j 
and thirsted after the news of a wreck ; by 
underwriters, who praved for the gift of pre- 
science, that they might venture money upon 
.such .ships only as should perform tlio voyage 
in safety ; by Jews, who wanted to foresee the 
fluctuations of stock ; by usurers, who ad- 
vanced money upon undecided causes; by 
clients, who were dubious of the honesty of 
their counsel: in short, all matters of un- 
certain issue were appealed to this tribunal ; 
and, in point of calculation, De Atoivre was 
utterly neglected. 

CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

The conjuror and his associate execute a 
plan qjf vengeance against certain tn- 


JiMs who pretend to despise their art; 

find Peregrine achieves an nd venture 

with a young nobleman. 

By these moans, tho whole variety of chr- 
ractors, undisguised, pa.^sod, ns it" were, m 
review before the contodorntes, who, by 
divers ingenious contrivance.'^, punished the 
most flagrant oflendors vvitli .is much severity 
as the nature of their plan would allow. 
At lehgtii, they projecti?d a sdiemo fw 
chastLsing a nuinber of their own acqiininf- 
auce, who had all along protessod the utmost 
contempt for the talent of this r'onjuror, 
which they omleavoured to ridicule in nil 
companies, where his surprising art was tin* 
.subject of discour.se ; not tlial tlieyliad se^^'c 
anti disceriiriient enough tt) perreivt* the ab- 
surdity of his prolon.sions, hut aflci-ted a 
singularity of opinion, with a view of insult- 
ing the niforior understandings of those who 
were deceived by such nu idle impostor. 

Peregrine, indeed, for obviou.s reasons, 
had always e.spouscd their judgment in this 
case, and joined them in reviling the public 
character of his friend: hut lie knew how far 
the capacities oftliosc virtuosi evtendiMl, and 
lad frequently caught tliem m llio fact of 
recounting their exploits against the con- 
juror, which were the product ions of Uu ir 
own invention only. On these coityidcM. 
tioms his wrath was kindled against them, 
.and he ncco|;dingly concerU?d mrifisures with 
his coadjutor, for overwhelming them with 
confusion and dismay. 

In the first place, a report was pprmid hv 
his eiuissarh's, thalftho in.igiciau had under- 
taken to entertain their view with tho appear- 
ance of any person vvliorn ]ii.s custonierH 
should desire to see, whether dead, or at the 
di.'^taiice of a thousand lengiie.s. This extra- 
ordinary propo.^.al cliancing to be the subject 
of couvorj-ation in a place vvlierc moist of* 
those infidels wore assembled, they talked of 
it ill the n.^ufll style, and some of them swore 
I lie fellow^ ought to be pilloried fur his pre- 
.^umption. 

Our hero, seizing this fiivourahlo oppor- 
tunity, acquiesced iu tiieir remarks, and ob- 
served, with great vehemence, that it wou’d 
be a meritoriouH action to put tho rascal to 
tlic proof, and then toss him in a blanket for 
tion-perfonnance. They were wonderfully 
pleased with this suggirstion, and forthwith 
determined to try the experiment; though, 
as they understood the apparition would b*' 
produced to one only at a time, they could 
not immediately agree in the choice of the 
person who should stand the first briiul of 
the magician’s skill. While each of them 
severally excused himself from this prefer- 
ence on various pretences. Peregrine readiW 
undeftook the post, expressing ^rcat confi- 
dence of the conjuror’s incapacity to give 
him tho least cause of apprehension. 

This point being settled, they d^ 
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one of thojr usinibcr to Crablroe, in order to 
bespeak and adjust tlie hour and terms of the 
operation, wliich he insisted upon performing 
at Ins own apartment, where every thing was 
prepared tor the occasion. At tlie appointed 
lime, they vv(‘nt thither, in a body, to the 
jiuinher of seven, in full expectation of de- 
tecting the impostor; and were received with 
hindi gloomy formality, as scoined to have an 
f Oect upon the eountcnanites of some among 
them (though they were encouraged by the 
vivacity of Pickle, who affocted a double 
share of petulance, for the more effectual ac- 
complishment of Ills purpose). 

Cadvvallader made no reply to the inter- 
rogations they uttered, in the levity of their 
insolence, at the first entrance, but ordered 
Hadgi to conduct them through the next 
room, tliat they might see there was no pre- 
vious apparatus to affright tlioir deputy with 
objects foreign to jiis undertaking. They 
found nothing but a couple of wax tapers 
burning on a table Hint stood with a chair by 
it in the iniddJo of the apartment, and re- 
turned to the audience chamber, leaving 
Pen'grine by himself, to encounter the 
pliuntorn of t’lat person whom they should 
(without bis knowledge) desire the magician 
to conjure up to Ins view. 

All the doors being shut, and the company 
seated, a prufoiirid silence ensued, together 
with li face of dreadful expectation, encour- 
aged by the blue flamo of the on ndlos, which 
wore lipt with sulphur for that purpose, and 
iK'iglitcned by the ‘dismal sound of a large 
hell, which lladgi tolled in the ante-chamber. 
Cadwallader having thus practised upon their 
ignorance and fear, desired them to name 
tlic person to be produced. Atler some 
whispers iimoTig tbomselve.*!, one of them 
took the pen, and, writing the name of Oorii- 
iriodore Trunnion upon a slip of paper, put 
it into the haiKls of the magician, who ro.se 
from his seat, and, opening tin; door of his 
closet, displayed to their view a skull, with 
thigh bones crossed, upon a table covered 
with black cloth. 

This melancholy spectacle made a remark- 
able impression upon the imaginations of the 
company, already prepossessed by the pre- 
vious ceremony ; and thoy began to survey 
one another with looks of consternation, 
while Cadvvallader, shutting himsi lf m tli 
closet, that was ooutiguotus to the chamber 
in which ins friend Voi-dgfiw was stationed, 
thrust the label v, u’. his u-h‘1o*s name 
through a small clunk in the partition, ac- 
cording to agreement, muitering nil the time 
a sort of gibbf -isii, that increased th panic 
of his aiidieneo ; then ret\irning to Ins chair, 
the knell was i oiled arpon, and Pickle called 
.aloud, — “Damn your mummery, wiiy don’t 
you dispatch 1” 

This was a signal to Crabiree, who was 
thus certified of his having received th 
paper, stood up and waved his waiid in the 1 
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iigure of an S. The motive being thrice 
performed, their ears were all of a sudden 
.nvaded by a terrible noise in the next room, 
accompanied with the voice of Peregrine, 
who exclaimed in n tone of horror and 
amazement, — Guard me, Heaven! my uncle 
Trunnion !” This ejaculation had such an 
effect upon the hearers, that two of them 
swooned with fear, a third fell upon his 
knees, and prayed aloud, wdiile the other 
' * rce, in a transj)ort of dismay and distraction, 
burst open the door, and rushed into the 
munted chamber, where they found the table 
and chair overturned, and Peregrine extend- 
■d (in all appearance) without - sense or 
motion upon the floor. 

They immediately began to chafe his 
.emples, and the first symptom of his reco- 
very which they had perceived was a hollow 
groan ; after which he pronounced these 
-vords : — “ Mercifuhpowers ! If I live, I saw 
Jic commodore with his black patch, in the; 
very clothes he wore at my sister’s w’edding.” 
This declaration completed their astonisJi- 
ment and terror; they observed a wildness 
n his looks, which he seemed to bend on 
somethiug concealed from their view; and 
were infected by his appearance to such a 
pitch of superstition, that it would have been 
an easy matter to persuade them that the 
'.hair and table wore app'r.ition.s of then- 
forofalhers. However, they conducted Pere- 
grine into the counril-chaliiber, w'herc t!if 
conjuror and Hadgi were employed in mi- 
nistering- to those who had fainted. The 
patients having retrieved thj use of their 
faculties, Cadw^allader, assuming a double 
portion of severity ni his aspect, asked if 
they w'crc not ashamed of their fonner in- 
credulity ; declaring, that ho was ready to 
give them more convincing proofs of his art 
upon the spot, and would immediately recall 
three gcn(‘rat ions' of their progenitor from 
the dead, if they were disposed to relish such 
company. Then turning to one of them, 
whoso grandfather had been hanged, — “ Are 
you,” said he, “ ambitious of seeing the first 
remarkable personage of your family I say 
the w'ord, and he shall appear.” 

This youth, who had been the most insolent, 
and obstreperous of the whole society, and 
was now depressed W’itl^tlic same proportion 
of fear, alarmed at the proposal, assured, thn 
magician he had no curiosity of that sort 
remaining; and that what he had already 
seen would (he hoped) have a good effect upon 
his future life and conversation. Every one 
of these heroes made an acknowledgement 
and profession of the same kind, some of 
wdiich were attended with tears ; and Hadgi 
having provided chairs for tlie whole (compa- 
ny, they departed exceedingly crest-fallen. 
Two of the number actually sickened witlj 
the agitation they had undergone* while our 
hero and his associate made themsehres 
merry with the success of their enterprise. 
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But this scheme of fortunc-telliug did uot 
engross his whole attention; he still con. 
tinned to maintain his appearance in the 
beau monde; and, as hie expense far ex. 
ceeded his income, strove to contract in- 
timacies with people of interest and power; 
he showed himself regularly at court, paid 
Ills respects to them in all places of public 
diversion, and frequently entered into their 
parties, either of pleasure or cards. In the 
course of this cultivation, he happened, one 
evening, at a certain chocolate-house, to 
overloms a match at piquet, in which he per- 
ceived a couple of sharpers malting prey of 
a young nobleman, who had neither temper 
nor skill siifHcient to cope with such anta- 
gonist. 

Our hero, being a professed enemy to all 
knights of' industry, could not bear to see 
them cheat in public with such insolent au- 
dacity. Under pretence of communicating 
some business of importance, he begged the 
favour of speaking to the young gentleman 
in another corner of the room, and in a 
friendly manner cautioned him against the 
arte of his opponents. This hot-hended re- 
prcscntaiive, far from thinking or owning 
himself obliged to Pickle for his good counsel, 
looked upon his advice as on insult upon his 
understanding ; and replied, with an air of 
ferocious displeasure, that he knew how to 
take care of his own concerns, and would 
not sulihr either him or them to bubble him 
out of one shilling. 

Peregrine, offended ftt the association, as 
well as at the ingratitude and folly of this 
conceited coxcomb, expressed hi.^ resentment, 
by telling him, that he expected at least an 
acknov,lcdgomerit*for hi.s candid intention; 
but he found his intellects too much warped 
by his vanity to perceive hia ov;n want of 
capacity and experience. Inflarned by this 
reproof, tlie young nobleman challenged him 
to play for five hundred pounds, with many 
opprobrious, or at least contemptuous, terms 
of defiance, which provoked our hero to ac- 
cept the proposal. After the other had dis- 
engaged himself from the old rooks, who 
were extremely mortified at the iiitcmiption, 
the two young champions eat down, and 
fortune acting with uncommon impartiality, 
Pickle, by the superiority of liis talents, in 
• two hours won to* the amount of as mciny 
thousand pounds, for which he was obliged 
to take his antagonist’s note, the sharpers 
having previously secured his ready money. 

Frantic with his loss, the rash young man 
would have continued the game, and doubled 
stakes every time ; so that Peregrine migiit 
have increased his acquisition to ten times 
the sura he had gained; but he thought he 
Jhad already sufficiently chastised the pre- 
sumption of the challenger, and was unwill- 
ing to empower fortune to ravish from him 
the fruits of his success: he therefore de- 
clined my lord’s proposal, unless he wou'd 
2 K 


play for ready money; and hie lordship 
having in vain tried hia credit among the 
company, our adventurer withdre#', leavhig 
him in an ecstasy of rage and disapjpointment. 

As the insolence of his behaviour had in- 
creased with his ill luck, and he had giv^U 
vent to divers c.vpressions wliicli Peregrine 
took amiss, our young gentleman resolved to 
augment Iiis punishment, by tdasing him 
with demands which could not, he know, be 
immediately satisfied; and next day, sent 
Pipes to his father’s house with the note, 
which was drawn payable upon demand. 
The debtor, who had gone to bed half dis- 
traded with his misfortune, finding hinisolf 
waked with such a disagreeable dun, lost all 
patience, cursed Pickle, threatened his mess- 
enger, blasphemed with horrible execrations, 
and made such a noise as reached the ears 
of his father, who, ordering his son to lie 
called into his presence, examined him about 
the cause of that uproar, which had disturbed 
the whole family. The young gentleman, 
after having essayed to amuse him with 
sundry equivocations, which served only to 
increase his suspicion and desire of knowing 
the truth, acknowledged that he had lov^l 
some money over night at cards, to a gaineato:* 
who had been so impertinent as to send a 
message, demanding it that morning, though ' 
he had told the fellow that it would not suit 
him to pay it immcdialoly. The father, who 
was a man of honour, reproached him with, 
great severit;^ for his profligate behaviour in 
general, and this scandalous debt in parti- 
cular, which he believed to be some trifle; 
then giving him a liank note for five hundred 
pounds, commanded him to go and discharge 
it without loss of time. This well-principled 
heir took the money ; but, instead of waiting 
upon his creditor, he forthwith repaired to 
the gtiming-hoiise, in hopes of retrieving his 
loss ; and, before he rose from the table, saw 
his note mortgaged for seven-eighths of its 
value. 

Aiean while Pickle, inceti.scd at the tn'at- 
rnent wdiich liia servant had received, and 
informed of his lordship’s second lo.ss, which 
aggravated his resentment, determined to 
preserve no medium ; and, taking out a writ 
the same day, put it immediately in execution 
upon the body of his debtor, just as ho stopt 
into his chair at the door of White’s chuco- 
latc-housc. The prisoner being naturally 
fierce and haughty, attempted to draw upon 
the bailiffs, who disarmed him in a twinklinfr ; 
and this effort served only to heighten 
disgrhcc, which wa.s witnessed by a thofzsarul 
people, most of whom laughed very heartily 
at the adventure of a lord’s being arrested. 

Such a public transaction could not long 
escape the knowledge of his fiither, who that 
very day had the satisfaction to hear that liiu 
son wits in a spunging-house. In consc- * 
qnenceof this infonnatioji, he sent his stew-, 
ard to learn the particulars of the arrest, and 
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was equally olfcnded, surprised, and concern- 
"ed, when he understood the nature of the 
debt, whiSh Iio iiti^ned his son had already 
dischargt‘d. Unwilling to pay such a con- 
siderabJc sum for a spehdthriR, whom he had 
hut too much indulged, and who in less than 
one week might involve himself in such an- 
other difficulty, the old gentleman wrote a 
Jotter to PereOTine, representing whnl a Jiard- 
.ship it would be upon him to forfeit such 
sums by the indiscretion of a son, whose en- 
gagements he was not bound to fulfil, and 
desiring some mitigation in his demand, as 
it was not a debt contracted for value re- 
ceived, but incurred without subjecting him 
to the least damage or inconvenience. 

Our adventurer no sooner received this 
letter, than ho went in person to wait upon 
tJie author, to whoin lie, in a candid manner, 
related the particular circumstances of the 
match, together with the ingratitude and au- 
dacity of his son, which he owned had stimu- 
lated him to such measures as he otherwise 
would have scorned to take. The nobleman 
acknowledged that the revenge was hardly 
adequate to the provocation, and condemned 
the conduct of his son with such justice and 
integrity, as disarmed Peregrine of his re- 
sent riieni, and disposed hiu^ to give an un- 
doubted proof of his own disinterestedness, 
which he immediately e.Yhibitod, by producing 
the note, and tearing it to pieces, after hav- 
ing assured his lordship that the writ should 
be withdrawn, and the prisoner discharged 
before night. 

The carl, who perfectly well understood 
the value of money, and* was no stranger to 
the characters of mankind, stood amazed at 
this sacrifice, which Pickle protested was 
offered by his esteem for his lordship ; and, 
after having complimented him' upon his ge- 
nerosity, in a very uiicommoii strain of enco- 
mium. begged the favour of his acquaintance, 
and insisted upon his dining with him next 
day. The youth, proud of having met with 
such an opportunity to distinguish him^lf, 
in less than an hour performed eveiy article 
of his promise; and in the morning was 
visited by the debtor, who came, by the ex- 
press order of his father, to thank him for 
the obligation under which he was laid, and 
to ask pardon for the offbnee he had given. 

This condescenjaion was very glorious for 
our hero, who graciously received his sub- 
mission, and accompamed him to dinner, 
Where he was I by the old, earl with 

marks of particular affection and esteem. 
Nor was his gratitude confined to exterior 
civility ; he offerf^d him the use of his in- 
terest at court,, wlu».h »vas very powerful, 
and repeated his desire of serving him so 
pressingly, that Peregrine thought he could 
not dispense with the opportunity of assist- 
ing his absent friend Godftey, in whose be- 
half he begged the influence of his lordship. 

The earl, pleased with this request, which 


was another proof of the young gentleman’s 
benevolence, said, he would not fail to pay 
the utmost regard to his recomraehdation ; 
and in six weeks a captain’s commission was 
actually signed for the brother of Emilia, who 
was very agreeably surprised at the intima- 
tion he received from the war-office, though 
he was utterly ignorant of the canal through 
which he obtained that promotion. 


CHAPTER LXXXV. 

Peregrine is celebrated as a wit and pa^ 
rron, and proceeds to entertain himself 
at the expense of whom it did concern. 

In the mean time, Peregrine flourished in 
the gay scenes of life, and, as I have already 
observed, had divers opportunities of profit- 
ing in the way of marriage, had not his am- 
bition been a little too inordinate, and his 
heart still biassed by a passion, which all the 
levity of youth could not balance, ‘nor all the 
pride of vanity overcome. Nor was our hero 
unmarked in the world of letters and taste ; 
he had signalized himself in several poetical 
productions, by which he had acquired ^ good 
share of reputation : not that the pieces were 
such as ought to have done much honour to 
his genius*; but any tolerable performance 
from a person of his figure and supposed for- 
tune, will always be considered by the bulk 
of readers as an instance of astonishing ca- 
pacity; tliough the very snme production, 
ushered into the world with the name of an 
author in less affluent circumstances, would 
be justly disregarded and cj^spised; so much 
is the opinion of most people influenced and 
overawed by ridiculous considerations. 

Be this as it will, our young gentleman 
was no sooner distinguished as an author, 
than he was marked out as a patron by all 
the starving retainers to poetry ; he was so- 
lemnized in odes, celebrated in epigrams, and 
fed with the milk of soft dedication. His 
vanity even relished this incense; and, though 
his reason could not help despising those that 
offered it, not one of them was sent away 
unowned by his munificence. lie began to 
think himself, in good earnest, tliat superior 

f enius which their flatte|;y had described; 
e cultivated acquaintance with the wits of 
fashion, and even composed in secret a num- 
ber of bon mots, which he uttered in com- 
pany as the impromptus of his imagination. 
In this practice, indeed, he imitated some of 
the most renowned geniuses of the age, who, 
if the truth were known, have labmired in 
secret, with the sweat of their brows, fbr 
many a repartee which they have vended as 
the immediate production of fancy and ex- 
pression. He was so successfiil in this ex- 
ercise of liis talents, that liis fame actuiedly 
came in competition with that grrat man 
who had long sat at the helm of wit , luid, 
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ill a dialogue that once happened between 
them on the subject of a cork-screw, wiierein 
the altercation was discharged, according to 
Bayes, slap for slap, dash tor dash, our lioro 
was judged to have the better of his lordship, 
by some of the minor satellites, ' that com- 
monly surround and reflect the rays of such 
mighty luminaries. 

In a word, he dipped himself so far in these 
literary amusements, that he took the man* 
agement of the pit into bis direction, putting 
himself at the head of those criticw*^ who caU 
themselves the town : and in that capacity 
chastised several players, who had been ren^ 
dered insolent and rofractoiy by unmerited 
success. As for the now productions of the 
stage, though generally unspirited and in- 
sipid, they always enjoyed the benefit of his 
influence and protection : because he never 
disliked the performance so much as he sym- 
pathised with the poor author, who stood 
behind the scenes in the must dreadful sus- 
pense, trembling, as it were, on the very 
Drink of damnation ; yet, tliougli he extended 
liKs generosity and coih’/assion to the humble 
and needy, he never let .slip one opportunity 
of mortifying villainy and arrogance. Had 
the executive power of the legislature bdbn 
vested in him, ho would have doubtless de- 
vis(*d a strange species of [lunishment for all 
offenders against humanity and decorum ; 
but, restricted as he was, he employed his 
invention in subjecting them to the ridicule 
and contempt of their fellow subjects. 

It was with this view he set on foot the 
scheme of conjuration, which was still liap- 
pily carried on, and made use of the intelli- 
gence of his friend (^adwallader ; though ho 
sometimes converted this advantage to the 
purposes of gallantry, being, as the reader 
may have perceived, of a very amorous com- 
plexion. He not only acted the reformer, 
or rather the castigalor, in the fashionable 
world, but also exercised his talents among 
liie inferior class of the people, who chanced 
to incur his displeasure. 

One mischievous plan that entered our 
horo’s imagination, was suggested by two 
advertisements published in the same paper, 
by persons who wanted to borrow certain 
sums of money, for which they promised to 
give undeniable security. Peregrine, from 
the style and manner of both, concluded they 
wx’re written by attorneys, a species of peo- 
ple for whom he entertained his uncle’s aver- 
sion. In order to amuse himself and some 
of his friends with their disappointment, he 
wrote a letter, signed A. B., to each adver- 
tiser, according to the address specified in 
the newspaper, importing, that if he would 
come ^itn his writings to a certain coffee- 
house near the Temple, precisely at six in 
the evening, he would find a person sitting 
in the right-hand box next to the window, 
who would be glad to treat with liim about 
the subject of his advertisement ; and, should 


his security be liked, would nccommodato 
him with the sum which he wanted to raise. 
Before the hour of this double appointment, 
Pickle, with his friend Cadwalhider, and a 
few more gentlomoii, to whom ho had thouglit 
proper to communicate the plan, vvbnt to the 
coffee-house, and seated lliemselvos near the 
place fliat was destined for their meeting. 

The hope of getting money hod such an 
evident effect upon their punctuality, that ' 
one of them arrived a considerable time be- 
foro the hour; and having, reconnoitred the 
room, took his station according to the di- 
rection he had received, fixing his eye upon 
a clock that stood before him, and asking of 
the bar-koepor if it was not loo slow. Ho 
had not remained in this posture many mi- 
nutes, when tic was joined by a strange figuro 
that waddled into tlie room, with a bundle of 
papers in his bosom, and the sweat running 
over his nose. Seeing a man in the box to 
which ho had been directed, he took it fur 
granted he was the lender : and as soon .as 
he could recover his breath, which was almost 
■xhaustod by the dispatch he had made, — 

“ Sir,” said ho, “ I presume you are the^mn* 
tlenmn I was to meet about that loan.*' Here 
he was interrupted by the other, wlio cagi^rly 
replied, — “A. B., Sir, I suppose.” “Tlu» 
same,** replied the last comer, “ I was afrairl 
I should be too late, for 1 was detained be- 
yond my expectation by a nobleman in the 
other end of the town that wants to mortgage 
a small trifle of his estate, about a thousand 
a-year; and my watch happens to be in the 
hands of the maker, having met with an ac- 
cident a few nights Ago, wtdeh set it asleep.* 
But, howsoincver, there is no time lost, and 
1 hope this affair will be transacted to the 
satisfaction of us both. For inv own part, f 
love to do good offices myselfi and, there- 
fore, I expect nothing but what is fair and 
honest of other jieople.** 

Ilis new friend was exceedingly comforted, 
by this declaration, which he considered as a 
happy omen of his success ; and the hope of 
fingering the cash operated visibly in his 
countenance, while he expressed his satis- 
faction at meeting with a person of such 
candour and humanity. “ The pleasure,” • 
said he, ** of dealing with an easy conscien- 
tious man is, in my opinion, superior to tlint 
of touching all the money upon earth; for 
what joy can be compared with what a ge- 
nerous mind feels in befriending, its ffellow- 
creatures ! I was never so happy in iny life, 
as at one time, in lending five hundred pounds 
to a worthy gentleman in distress, without 
insistnig upon rigid security. Sir, one may 
easily distinguiim an upright man by bin 
countenance. For example, now, I think 
I could take your word for ten thousand 
pounds.” The other, with great joy, pro- 
tested that he was right in his conjecture, 
and returned the compliment a thousand 
fold: by which means the expectation Ot 



^6 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


both was wound up to a very interesting 
pitch ; and both, at the same instant, began 
t(> produce their papers, in the untying of 
which their hands shook with transports of 
eagoriJCris and impatience ; while their eyes 
were so intent upon their work, that they 
did iiot observe the occupation of each other. 

At length, one of them, having got the 
start of the other, and unrolled several skins 
of musty parchment, directed his view to 
the employment of his friend; and seeing 
him fumbling at his bundle, asked if that was 
a blank bond and conveyance which he had 
brought along witli him. The other, without 
lilting up his eyes, or desisting from his en- 
deavours to louse the knot, which by tliis 
time he had applied to his teeth, answered 
this question in the negative, obsening that 
tlic papers in his hand were the security 
wiiich he proposed to give for the money. 

This reply converted the looks of the in- 
quirer into a state of infinito solidity, accom- 
panied with the word Anan ; whicli he pro- 
nounced in a tone of fear and astonishment. 
Thp other, alarmed at this note, cast his eyes 
towards the supposed lender, and was in a 
moment infected by his aspect. All the ex- 
ultation of hope that sparkled in their eyes 
was now succeeded by disappointment and 
dismay; and while they gazed ruefully at 
each other, their features were gradually 
elongated, like the transient curls of a Mid- 
dle-row periwig. ^ 

This emphatic silence was however broken 
by the lust comer, who, in a faltering accent, 
desired the other to recollect the contents of 
his lei tor, “ Of your letter !” cried the first, 
nutting^ into his hands the advertisement he 
nad received from Pickle ; which he had no 
sooner perused, than he produced his own 
for the satisfaction of the other party; so 
tliat another gloomy pause ensued, at the end 
of which, each uttered a profound sigh or 
rather groan, and, rising up, sneaked off 
without further communication; he who 
scorned to be the most afflicted of the two, 
taking his departure, with an exclamation of 
— “ humbiigg^ul, ogad !” 

^ Such were the amusements of our licro, 
though they did not engross his >vhole time, 
some of which was dedicated to noc- 
turnal riots and revels, among a set of young 
noblemen, who had denounced war against 
temperance, economy and common sense, 
and wc.'re indeed the devoted sons of tumult, 
waste, and prvdi{^*ili‘y, No^ that. Peregrine 
" reiislied those scenes, wliich were a success- 
ion of absurd extravagance, devoid of all true 
spirit, taste, or enjoyment; but tis \'anity 
prompted him to mingle with those who were 
entitled the choice spirits of tlie ago; and 
his disposition was so pliable, as to adapt 
itself easily to the. measures of his company, 
where he had not influence enough to act m 
the capacity vof a director. Their rendez- 
vous was at a certain tavern, whicli might be 


properly styled the temple of excess, where 
they left the choice of their fare to the dis- 
cretion of the landlord, that they might save 
themselves the pains of exercising their own 
reason ; and, in order to avoid the trouble o 
adjusting the bill, ordered the waiter to de- 
clare how much every individual must pay, 
without specifying the articles of the charge. 
This proportion ^nerally amounted to two 
guineas per head for each dinner aiid supper, 
and frequently exceeded that sum ; of which 
the landlord durst not abate, without running 
the risk of having his nose slit for his mode- 
ration. 

But this was puny expense compared with 
that which they often incurred, by the dam- 
age done to the furniture and servants, in the 
madness of their intoxication, as well as the 
loss they sustained at liazard, an amusement 
to which all of them had recourse in the pro- 
gress of their debauches. This elegant di- 
version was introduced, encouraged, and 
promoted by a crew of rapacious sharpers, 
who had made themselves necessary com- 
panions of this hopeful generation, by the 
talents of pimping and buftbonery. Though 
th^ were universally known, even by those 
thdy preyed upon, to have no other moans of 
arning tlieir livelihood, than the most in- 
famous and fraudulent practices, they wore 
caressed and courted by these infatuated 
dupes, when a man of honour, who would 
not join in their excesses, would have been 
treated with the utmost indignity and con- 
tempts 

Though Peregrine, in iiis heart, detested 
those abandoned courses, and was a pro- 
fessed enemy to the whole society of game- 
sters, whom he considered, and always treat- 
ed, as the foes of human kind, he was in- 
sensibly accustomed to licentious riot, and 
even led imperceptibly into play by those 
cormorants, who are no less dangerous in 
the art of cheating, than by their consum- 
mate skill in working upon tlie passions of 
unwary youth. They are, for the most part, 
naturally cool, phlegmatic, and crafty; and, 
by a long habit of dissimulation^ have gained 
an absolute dominion over the hasty passions 
of the heart ; so that they engage with mani- 
fest advantage over the impatience and im- 
petuosity of a wann uiidesigning temper, 
like that of our young gentleman, who, when 
he was heated with wine, misled by exam- 
ple, invited on one hand, and defied on the 
other, forgot all his maxims of caution and 
sobriety, and, plunging into the reigning 
folly 01 the place, had Sequent occasions to 
moralize in the morning upon the loss of the 
preceding night. 

These penitential reflections were attended 
with many laudable resolutions of profiting 
by the experience which he had so dearly 
purchased ; but he was one of those philoso- 
phers who always put olT, till another day, 
the commencement of their refonnation. 
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C/HAPTER LXXXVI. 

Peregrine receives a letter from Hatchway^ 
in consequence of which he repairs to the 

f arrisoUf and performs the last offices to 
is aunt. He is visited by Mr Gauntlet^ 
who invites him to his marriage. 

In this circle of amusements our hero’s 
time was parcelled out, and few young ^n- 
tlemen of the age enjoyed life with greater 
relish, notwithstanding those intervening 
checks of reason, which served only to whet 
his appetite for a repetition of the plea- 
sures he so prudently condemned ; when he 
received the following letter, by which he 
was determined to visit his estate in the 
country : 

“ Cousin Pickle, — I hope you are in a 
better trim than your aunt, who hath been 
fast moored to her bed those seven weeks by 
several feet of under-water lodging in Her 
Jiold and hollop, whereby 1 doubt her planks 
arc rotted, so that she cannot choose but fall 
to pieces in a short time. 1 have done all in 
iny power to keep her tight and easy, and 
free from sudden squalls that might over- 
strain her. And here have been the doctors, 
who have shuttled her lower deck, and lot 
out SIX gallons of water. For my own part, 
1 wonder how the devil it came there ; for 
you know as how it was a liquor she never 
took in. But as for these fellows the doc- 
tors, they arc like unskilful carpenters, that 
in mending one leak make a couple; and so 
she fills again apace. But the worst .sign of 
all is this here, — she won't let a drop of 
nantz go betwixt the combings of her teeth, 
and has quite lost the rudder of her under- 
standing, whereby she yaws woundily in her 
speech, palavering about some foreign part 
called the New Geereusalem, and wishing 
herself in a safe birth in the river Geordun. 
The parson, 1 must say, strives to keep her 
steady, concerning the navigation of her soul, 
and talkd very sensible of charity and the 
poor, whereof she hath left a legacy of two 
hundred pounds in her will. And here has 
been Mr Gamaliel and your brother my lord, 
demanding entrance at the j^te, in order to 
see her ; but I would not suiter them to come 
aboard, and pointed my patereroes, which 
made them sheer off. Your sister, Mrs Clo- 
ver, keeps close watch upon her kinswoman, 
without ever turning in, and a kind-hearted 
young woman it is. I should be glad to see 
you at the garrison, if the wind of your in- 
clination sits that way ; and mayhap it may 
be a comfort to your aunt, to behold you 
alongside of her, when her anchor is apeak. 
So no more at present, but rests your friend 
and humble servant to command, 

“ JofiN Hatchway.” 
Next morning, after the receipt of this epis- 
tle, Peregrine, m order to manifest his re- 


gard to his aunt, as well as his friendship for 
honest Jack, sot out on horseback for their 
habitation, attended by Pipes, who longed to 
see. his old messmate; but, before he had 
reached the garrison, Mrs Hatchway had 
given up the ghost, in the threescore and 
fifth year of her age. The widower seemed 
to bear his loss with re^gnation, and behaved 
very decently upon the occasion, though he 
did not tindery those dangerous transports 
of sbrrow, which some Icndcr-liearted hus- 
bands have tbit at the departure of their 
wives. The lieutenant was naturally a phi- 
losopher, and so well disposed to acquiesce 
in the dispensations of Providence, that in 
tliis, ns well as in every other enn^rgency of 
his life, he firmly believed, that every thing 
lyhich happened was for the best. 

Peregrine’s task, therefore, was not so 
great in comforting him, as in consoling ins 
own sister, who, with groat poignancy and 
sincerity of grief, lamented the death of the 
only relation with whom sJic had maintained 
any intimacy ■ of correspondence ; for lier 
mother >vas as implacable as ever, in her 
enmity against her and Peregrine, and rather 
more determined in her rancour ; lliat which 
was originally a sudden transport of indigna- 
tion, being by this lime settled into a con- 
firmed inveteracy of hate. As for Gain, who 
was now dignified by the country people witli 
the appellation of the young squire, ho still 
acted in the capacity of minister to the ca- 
price and vciTgeance of his mother, taking 
all opportunities of disturbing Julia’s peace, 
slandering her reputation, and committing 
outrages against th^ tenants and domestics 
of her husband, who was a man of a quiet 
and timorops disposition. 

But the chief amusement of young Pickle, 
in his latter years, was the chase, in which lie 
acquired some renown by his intrepidity ond 
remarkable figure, whicli improved every day 
in defonnity ; insomuch, as to suggest a lu- 
dicrous scheme of revenge to a gentleman in 
the neighbourhood. Having been affronted 
by the insolence of Crookback, he clothed a 
large baboon, that was in his possession, in a 
dress that resembled the hunting equipage of 
Gam; and ordering the animal to be set 
astride, and tied upon the back of his keenest 
hunter, turned them out one day after the 
hounds. The horse in a little time outstrip- 
ping all the rest in the field, the rider was 
mistaken for Gam by the .whole company, 
who saluted him as he, passed with a halloo, 
observing, that the squire bad his usual good 
luck, in being bettor mounted than his neigli- 
bours. Fic^e afterwards appearing in his 
own person, ci^ated great astonishment in 
the spectators, one of whom asked if he had 
split Itself in twain, and pointed out his 
repr^entative, who was by this time almost 
up with the houiids : upon which the identical 
6am went in pursuit of the impostor. When 
he overtook himj he was so much enraged at 
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the counterfeit, that - be attac'k^ the heboon 
whip in hand, and, in all probabiUty^ wc^ld 
have sacriiiced him to hi» resentment, had 
nut he been prevented by the other, fok'^ 
hunters. They interposed, in order jto inake 
iijj» the dilTcrence betwixt two brothi^^f the 
Hjiort, and were equally surprised and '^ertr 
f‘d, when they distinguished the quf^ity 
(Jrooliback’s antagonist, which they itiscued j 
from his rage and rcconveyed to ibs mastor. ' 

Peregrine, at the request of his friend 
Jack, took charge of his aunPs AiAera}, to 
which his parents were invited, though they 
did not think proper to appear, or pay the 
least regard to his solicitations, when he do» 
sired permission to -wait upon them in per- 
son. Nevertiielcss, old Gamaliel, at the in- 
sti^tion of his wife, afterwards obtained ah 
order from Doctors* Commons, obliging 
Hatchway to produce the will of his wife, 
on the suppo.sition that she had bequeathed 
to him some j^art of the money, wliiclv he 
knew, was at lier own disposal. ' But from 
Jhis step he reaj)od no other satisfaction than 
tliat of finding himself altogether neglected 
by the testatrix, who had left all her effects 
to her husband, except one thousand pounds, 
with her jbwols, to JuUa*s daughter, the* be- 
nefaction mentioned in the lieutenant’s let- 
ter, and some inconsiderable legacies to her 
favourite domestics. 

A few days after the interment of this good 
ludy, our hero was agreeably surprised with a 
visit from his friend Godfrey, who had come 
to England in consequence of that promotion 
which he owed to lus interest, though the 
soldier himself placed ^t to the credit of a 
certain courtier who had fonnerly promised 
to befriend him, and now finding his advance- 
ment unowned, very modestly arrogated the 
merit of it to himself. He cdniinunicated 
his good fortune to Pickle, who compli- ' 
inentcd him upon it as an event of which he 
liad no precognition; and at the same lime 
told him, that, in conSoquenee of Jiis prefer- 
ment, his cousin at ^yiKdsor hod consented 
to his being immediately united in the.baods 
of wedlock with Jiie lovely Sophy ; .tliilt the 
wedding d^y was already fixed; iapd tbit 
r.oihiug would be wonting to his hapjrixiess,' 
if Peregrine would hottour the nuptials with 
Ills presence. 

Our hero accepted tbe invitation with 
great eagomess, wheh be learned that Emilio^ 
would be there in ^lolity of hridb’s^maid 
and now' repealed what he had formerly 
writtep to his ffiendf wumely, that be was 
not odW willing, but exlromdly impatient, to 
atone wt li; ’ behaviour to that young 

at ^ncr fhet.* . Godfrey thanked him for his 
honoui^bleviutention, and promised to, use 
his ipfiueni^, ahd that of Sophy, in hi^ be- 
half, ^oug)i'he,^med dubibus of their 
cess» ad iiccbiant of his sister’s delic^^^. 
which could hc^ pprdon the least sliadow of 


disrespect. He owned, indeed, he was not 
certain that she would app^fi^ in -the Cjame 
company with Pickle; but .s^^ elke made no 
stipulations on that score, he Wfuld interpret 
her silence in the most favourable manner, 
and keep her in ignorance of his design, 
until she should find it too late to retract 
with any decency^. The hope of seeing and 
conversing with Emilia, and perhaps of being 
reconciled to fieri ofter having suftbtod so 
much and . so long from her dispkasure, 
raised a tumult of ideas in his breast, and 
produced a strange inquietude of joy and 
perturbation. Gauntlet having staid with 
him a few days, and signified the time ap- 
pointed for his espopspis, took' his leave, in 
order to prepare foV' lhe ocoasion; while 
Peregrine, with his Mefid, Hatchway, made 
a tour .among hia ae^ua^tatice in the coun- 
try, with a view of soupding their, 
tioiis touching a. project which hf^^ad lately 
conceived, of offering himself as a condidate 
for .a certain borough in the neighbourhood, 
at the ensuing election for megiDers of par- 
Jiarnent. 

This scheme, which was suggested to him 
by one of his quality patrons, would have 
succeeded according to his wish, hacj the 
election takeO place immediately ; but, bo- 
fore that happened, his interest was owi- 
balanced, by some small accidoiits that will 
be recorded in the sequel. In the mean time 
he repaired to Windsor on the eve of his 
friend^s marriage, and understood from God- 
frey that it was with the utiupst difficulty he 
and Sophy could prevail upon his sister to be 
present, at llic wedding, wlieu slio was in- 
formed that her lover was invited ; and that 
her consent had not been ofitaincil until they 
had promised, on ithej'part of Peregrine, that 
he should not renew the. old topic, nor even 
speak to h?r in the style of a fon?jfer nc- 
qimintaucc. 

Our young gentleman was nettled at this 
preliminary', to which, however, he said he 
would adhere ; and so wcll did he think him- 
self fortified with pride and resentment, thnt 
he ^solved to behave towards her with such 
indl^rence, as would, he hoped, mortify her 
vanity, and thereby punish her for the im- 
placabili^ of her disposition. Armed witfi 
these aehriments, he was next day introduced 
by Godfoey to tlie bride, who reived him . 
ivi^ her ustial sweetness of IJemper knjd af- 
and Emilia being presents fed i?a- 
Ittted her with a distant boiv, which she ac- 
knowledj^ with a cold courtesy, ahff an , 
aspect w.ice..V Though this deportment coii-^ 
firmed fiiisqiepleasure, her beauty undermined ' 
his resblotioQ ; he" thought b^r charms infi- 
nitely impro^d since their last porting; and 
a thousand ^d images recurring to his 
ithagiiiatlon, He folt his wliole soul dissolvlAg '* 
iiito tapd^neas and love..’ ■ ‘ 

In banish those di^gprous ideas, * 

he endeavdurfd to eu^r into a'gay cohvema- 
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tion. with" Saph^^^dofe the subjfi<Sl?of ihr.iirtcing, ii^id Petw&ie beMi the 

proaehlnjf bait by iiyhiiTig..4i minuet witai|)ajt0 bride; 

.onned its hlr eyis^W^re tbb® he took out tho youn^lady to 'iiriiom bi^ 

attracted ab iftbey fedbeea was ree<#i«e«decl by Oauntlet* bcaikf iwiy' 

subject bf> .of jascinaU^^ wdl plea^d to see that her pe»ob 

j>T all his d ^ep si^i escbped^vii^ ae mi£(iht haye;insprred evmr. 

hie h 0 sbtn»'^d , his w&Ie;uiH^ai«^ce.^ii^^ with jealtnisy, tbow^T, at lho ham6 tfe; bo - 
^ catM'S^i^tj^tod' coufusfe^^^ ;V'‘ l^rceivcd bis imstress cobplcd with d' gay- 

THd/bTtdegrbom» petcfSvbjjaf ins -c^^ young officer, whom (with all due defbreibiTe ; 
abridged the visits and having conducted his to his own'^ ^ualidcaiions) he considored^^s 
compQiAipn to bis own lodgings, expressed no despicable rival, tiewever, he Iiihiseli' 
his concern at haying bo^ the innocent oc* first b^n hostilitioSk by becoming all of a 
casion of his uneasiness, by exposing him to sudden particular with, his partner, whom }ie 
the sight of Emilia, which he perceived had fi>rthwith assailed \yith nattering cbmpJi- 
given him pain. , t’ciH^ne, who had by.this ments, that ' soon introduced the subject of 
time recollected the dictates of his pride, as- lov^, upon whicli he expatiated with, great 
sured hiin, that' he was voiy much . hiistakdn art and elocution,’ using not only the &euity 
in ^he cause bf his ' disdi^er; 'which ' Was no of speech, but also the language of tlii^eyes, 
otiier than a sudden quahn/ to which he had in which he was a perfect connoisseur, 
been for some time subject;'^ and to show This behaviour soon roani^sted itself to 
him how philosophically he could bear the tho whole assembly, the greatest pari of 
disdain of Emilia, winch, with all deference whom believed that he was in gpod earnest 
to her conduct, lie could not help thinking a captivitated by the charms, of pis partner; 
little too severe, he desired, as the bride- wiiilc Emilia, penetrating into his design, 
groom liad made preparation for a private turned his own artillery upon himself, by 
ball in the evening, that he would provide seeming to listen with pleasure to the ad- 
him with an agreeable partner; in which dresses of’ his rival, who was no novice in 
case he would exhibit undoubted proofs of tlie art of making love,: she even aflheted 
the tranquillity of his heart; ' 1 was m uncommon vivacity, and giggled aloud at 

hopes,'* answoVed Godfrey, of being able, every whisper which he conveyed into her 
with the assistance of Sophy, to make qp ear, insomuch that she, in her turn, afforded 
matters between you and sistejr, ftnd fer speculation to the company, who iniaglncd 
that reason kept her unengaged to any other tfic young sdldier had made a conquest of 
gentleman for the night f but since she was the bridegrooin’s sister. X 
so peevishly obstinate^ I shjsill cane to ac* Pickle liimsolf began to cherish tho same 
commodate you. with a very handsome young opinion, which gradually invaded bis good 
lady, whose partner will not be soitiry to ex- humour, and at le^h filled his bosom with 
change her for. Emilia.” rage. - lie strove ip. suppress his indignation, 

The thoughts of having an opportuhily to and called c^ry^^cimslaei^tm^ of vanity and 
coquette with another woman, uhder tho'oye revenge to his’ aid : ho endoayoUrod to wean 
of this implacable mistress, supported his lis eyes from, the fatal object that disturbed 
spiritsduringtheceremony which put Gaunt, lim, W they would nqt obey his. direction 
let in pqs^ssion of hts .heart's desire j and,, and command: he wished himself deprived 
by means of this . cordial, he fqund mmself of all sehblifipn, when he heard her laugh, 

BO undisturbed at dinner, though he sat op- and saW her npiile upon tlie officer ; andj in 
pdsite to his feir enemy, that be was able to the course of 'country-dancing, wheirhoyr^ . 
pass soine occasional jpkes ^ uppn the new obliged tb join h^’ds with her, the toudi 
iit^ried couple, with some appearance of ihriBed' through airhis nerves^ and kindled s. 
mirth and - ^d humour.. did Emily fianie within him which he eculd not Contain, 
any otherwise seem nifected by his presence, n m wqtd, his endettvours to (Spn^al tho 
than by excepting him from the participation lituotiop of his thoughts^ wdro ; i 0 »tr’ violent, 

Of those genial^regartfe which she distributed Jmt ’His constitution, cqtdd not»\endure the 
to the rest ofethe Company. This easiness riiock ; tlm bis ferehead in 

of behhytnur on her side^reitiforced hk.teso-; i .strei^, his 

Inlioh^ hy giyii^ call ibe^i'^his to totter, and his 

sensibi^ty in.quesriotff mr.lm could hot coh- ffm t&t^he meat ha^*e fallen 

ceiye hbw any woman of sohte feeljlpgs coidd nt tus the fioor, had not ho 

sit ttpihp^dmpreai^cooj^ m ampUy into another room, 

sheJu^ dteh recent wKetO- he threw himself upon a cOuch and 
' not COpmdering that she .. 

imconr. . comVtion he\was^ found by his, 
tshm, ' and that her' deporting; ]p^^;:§ho,vSeeifig 1dm withdraw with sUch; 

migb^, like of disorder, followed him thitheVp 

‘> a^ re8entWfeiilcJ;.v?- recayerqd the use^df 'hi®' 

• ^W'comesty^.ihVpo^ of dissimulatioo; him to moke use of a bed in'}"' 

cogtouod iiiil when the company hat houses rather than expose Uqiself in 
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the flight air, by going liome to hia own 
lodginj^^ ; but not being able to prevail upon 
him to accept the offer, he wrapped him up 
in a cloak, and, conducting him to the inn, 
where he lodged^ helped him to undress and 
go to bed, where he was immediatelv seized 
with a violent fit of the ague, i Godfrey be- 
haved with great tenderness, and^Would have 
actually borne him company all night, not- 
withstanding the circumstances of his own 
situation, h^ not his friend insisted upon his 
returning to the company, and making his 
apology to hid partner for his sudden depar- 
ture. 

This was a step absolutely necessary to- 
wards maintaining the quiet of the assembly, 
which be found m great consternation, oc- 
casioned by his absence ; for some of the 
ladies, seeing the bridegroom follow, the 
stranger in his retreat, the meaning of which 
they did not comprehend, began to be afraid ! 
of a quarrel. Emilia, upon pretence of that i 
supposition, was so much alarmed, that shel 
could not stand, and was fain to have re-.j 
course to a smelling-bottle. 

The bride, who understood the whole mys- ! 
tcry, was the only person that acted with 
deliberation and composure; she imputed 
Emilia’s disorder to the right cause, which 
was no other than eoncorn for the condition 
of her lover, aud assured the ladies there 
was nothing extraordinary in Mr Pickle’s 

S oiff, he being subject to fainting fits, by 
he was often overtaken without any 
previous notSco. The arrival of Gauntlet 
confirmed the truth of this declaration ; be 
made an apology to tKe company in the 
name of his friend, who, ho told them, was 
sufidenly taken ill ; ami they returned to 
their diversion of dancing, with tliis varia- 
tion, Emilia was so disordered and fatigued, 
that she begged to be excused from con- 
tinuing the exercise; and Peregrine’s partner 
being disengaged, was paired with the young 
officer, for whom she was originally de- 
signed. 

Meanwhile the bride withdrew into an- 
other apartment with her sister, and expos- 
tulated with her upon her cruelty to Mr 
Pickle, assuring' her, from Godfrey’s informa- 
tion, that he had undergone a severe fit on 
her account, which, in ml likelihood, would 
have a dangerous effect upon his constitu- 
tion. Though Em% tyaa iilftexible in her 
{mswers to tho \iria )rehions(Tancc8 of the 
Sophy, her heart was melting with 
the impresMone of pity and lovh; and finding 
herself unable to perform the duty of her 
function^ ii. piittipg the bride .to bed, she 
retired to her own chamber, and in secret 
sympathised wlih.ihc distempet of her lover. 

In the momihjg^ as early aa decency would 
permit him to leave the arms of his dear wifb, 
Captain Gauntlet made' a visit to PeregriUe, 
who had passed a very tedious and uneaSy 
night, having been sulject to short intervals 


of delirium, during which Pipes had found it 
very difficult to keep him fast belayed. He 
owned indeed to Godfrey, that his imagina- 
tion had been haunted by the ideas of Emilia 
and her officer, which tormented him to an 
unspeakable degree of anguish and distrac- 
tion ; and thiit he would rather suffer deatli 
than a repetition of such excruciating re- 
flections. He was, however, comforted by 
his friend, who assured him, that his sister’s 
inclinations would in time prevail over all 
the endeavours of resentment and pride, 
illustrating this asseveration by an account 
of the manner in which she Was affected by 
the knowledge of his disorder, and advising 
him to implore the mediation of Sophy, in a 
a letter which she should communicate to 
Emilia. 

This was an opportunity which our hero 
thought too favourable to be neglected. 
Calling for paper, he sat up in his bed, and, 
in the first transports of his emotion, wrote 
the fallowing petition to Godfrey’s amiable 
wife. — 

** Dear Madam,-— The affliction of a con- 
trite heart can never appeal to your bene- 
volencc in vain, and therefore 1 presume to 
approach you in this season of delight with 
the language of sorrow, requesting that you 
will espouse the cause of an unhappy lover, 
who mourns with unutterable anguish over 
his mined hope, and intercede for my pardon 
with that divine creature, whom, in the in- 
temperance and excess of passion, I have so 
mortally offended.- Good heaven ! is my 
guilt inexpiablo? Am 1 excluded from all 
hope of remission 1 Am I devoted to misery 
and despair? 1 have offered all the atonement 
whicli ine most perfect and sincere penitence 
could suggest, and she rejects my humility 
and repentance. If her resentment would 
pursue me to the grave,' let her signify her 
pleasure; and may 1 be branded with the 
name of villain, ana remembered wdth infamy 
and detestation to all posterity, if 1 hesitate 
one moment in sacrificing a life which is 
odious to Emilia. Ah ! madam, while 1 thus 
pour forth the effusions of my grief and dis- 
traction, I look around the apartment in 
which I lie, and every well-known object 
that salutes ray view, recalls to my remem- 
brance that fond, that happy day in which 
the feir, the good, the tender-hearted Sophy 
becam^ my advocate, though I was a stranger 
to heracqumntonce,'and effected a transport- 
ing reconcilmtion between me andthdt same 
cnchantin^beauty, that is now so implacably 
incensed. she is not satisfied with the 
pangs of. remorse and disappointment, the 
transports of madness I have undergone; let 
her prescribe what farther penance she 
Uiinks 1 ought, tp endure ; and when 1 decline 
^heir sentence', let '.'me be the placet 6f her 
etemal difdain. 

‘«T cbiflmit myself, dear madam! ' dear 
Sophy ! dear partner of my friend ! to your 
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kind interposition. 1 know you will mana^ 
my cause, as a concern on which my hap- 
piness entirely depends; and I hope* every 
thin^ from your compassion and beneficence, 
while I fear every thing from her rigour and 
barbarity. Yes ! I call it barbarity, a sava^« 
ness of delicacy altogether inconsistent with 
the tenderness of human nature and may 
the most abject contempt be my portion, if I 
live under its scourge L But 1 begin to raive. 
1 conjure you by your own humanity and 
sweetness of disposition, I conjure you by 
your love for the mui whom Heaven hath 
decreed your protector, to employ your in- 
fluence with that angel of wrath, in behalf 
of your pbliged and obedient servant, 

“P. Pickle.” 

This epistle was immediately transmitted 
by Godfrey to his wife, who perused it with 
marks of the most humane sympathy ; and, 
carrying it into her sister’s chamber, — 
'* Here is something,” said she, presenting 
the paper, <*.which I must recommend to your 
serious attention.” Emilia, who immediately 
guessed the meaning of this address, ab- 
solutely refused to look upon it, or even to 
hear it read, till her brother, entering her 
apartment, reprimanded her sharply for her 
obstinacy and pride, accused her of folly and 
dissimulation, and entered so warmly into 
the interests of his friend, that she thought 
him unkind in his remonstranoesr and, burst- 
ing into a flood of tears, . reproached him 
with partiality and want of affection. God- 
frey, who entertained tho most perfbet love 
and veneration for his sister, asked pardon for 
having given offence, and kissing the drops 
from her fair eyes, begged she would, for his 
sake, listen to the declaration of his friend. 

Thus solicited, she could not refuse to 
hear the letter, which, when he had repeated, 
she lamented her own fate, in being the oc- 
casion of so much uneasiness, desired her 
brother to u^ure Mr Pickle that she was not 
a voluntary enemy to his peace ; on.tho con- 
trary, she wished him all liappiness, though 
she hoped he would not blame her for con- 
sulting her own, in avowing any future ox- 
'^planation or connexion with a person whose 
correspondence she found herself under a 
necessity tp renounce. ^ 

In vam did the new-married couple ex- 
haust their eloquence in attempting tp prove, 
that tho reparation yrhich our hero had blar- 
ed was adequate to the injury she had sus- 
tained ; "that, in ^reconciling herself to a pe- 
nitent lover, who subsermed to her own 
terms of submission, her honour would be 
acquitted by the most scrupulous and severe 
ju^^spf decorum ; and that her inflexibility 
womd W justly a8cribe4 to the pride and in- 
sensibility of her heart. She turned a deaf 
ear to all their arguments, exhortations, and 
* entreaties, and threatened to leave the house 
immediately, if they would not promise to 
drop tliat subject of discourse. 

2L 


Godfrey, very much chagrined at the bad 
success of his endeavoura, returned to bis 
friend, and made as favourable a report of 
the aflair .os the nature of his conversation 
with Emilia would permit ; but os ho could 
not avoid mentioning her resolution in Uie 
close,. Peregrine was obliged to drink agmn 
the bitter draught of disappointment, which 
put his passions into such a state of agitation, 
as produced a short ecstasy of despair, in 
which he acted a thousand extravagances. 
This paroxysm, however, soon subsided into 
a settled, reserve of ' gloomy resentment, 
which he in secret indulged, detaching him- 
self as soon as possible from the company 
of the soldier, on pretence of retiring to rest. 

While he lay ruminating upon the circum- 
stances of his present situation, his friend 
Pipes, who knew the cause of his anxiety, 
and flrmly believed that Emilia loved his 
master in her heart, howsoever she might at- 
tempt to disguise her sentiments; I say, 
Thomas Was taken with a conceit whicli he 
thought would set every thing to rights, and 
therefore put it in execution without farther 
delay. Laying aside his hat, he ran directly 
to the house of Sophy’s father, and, affect- 
ing on air of surprise and constomation, to 
which he had never before been subject, 
thundered at the door with siicl) an alarming 
knock, as in a moment brought the whole 
family into tl^ hall. When he was admitted, 
lie began to gape, stare, and pant at the 
same time,' and m^e no reply when God- 
frey asked what was tho matter, till Mrs 
Gauntlet expressed 1)er apprehensions about 
his master. When Pickle’s name was men- 
t:cr.Qd, he seemed to make an effort to spcait, 
and, in a bellowing tone, pronounced, — 
** brought himself up, split iny topsails !” »So 
saying, he pointed to his own neck, and rose 
upon his tiptoes, by way of explaining the 
meaning of his words. 

Godfrcy, without staying to ask another 
question, rushed out, and flew towards the 
inn, with the utmost •horror and concom; 
while Sophy, who did not rightly understand 
the language of tlie messenger, addressing 
hersdf to him a second time, said, with great 
earnestness, — hope no accident has hap- 
pened to Mr Pickle 1” “No accident at 
all,” replied Tom, “lie has only hanged him- 
self for love.” , These words had scarce pro- 
ceeded from bis mouth, when Emilia, who 
stood listening at the parlour door, shrieked 
aloud, and dropped down senseless upon the 
floor; wJiile .her sister, who was almost 
equally shocked at the intelligence, had re- 
course to the assistance of her maid, by 
wlmm she was supported from foiling. 

Pipes hearing lily’s voice, congratulated 
himself' upon tte success of the ^stratagem. 
He spruj^ to. her assistance, and, lifting her 
Up' into .an easy chair, stood by her, until he 
saw her recover from her swoon, and heard 
her call upon his master’s name, with all the 
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• frenzy of despairing love. Then he bent his 
course back to I lie inn, overjoyed at the op- 
portunity of tellin«r Peregrine what a con- 
fesHion he had extorted from his mistress, 
and extremely vain of this proof of his own 
sagacity. _ 

fn the mean time, Godfrev, arriving at the 
Jioiisr? in which he siipposccf this fatal catas- 
trophe had happened, run up stairs to Pere- 
grine’s chamber, without staying to make 
any inquiry below ; and, finding the door 
locked, burst it open with one stroke of his 
toot. But what was his amazcpient, when, 
upon entrance, our hero, starting up from 
the bed, saluted him with a boisterous ex- 
clamation of, — “ zounds ! who’s there 1” He 
was stnick dumb with astonishment, which 
also riveied him to tlie place wdiere he 
stood, scarce crediting the testimony of his 
own senses, till Peregrine, with an air of 
discontent, which denoted him displeased 
with liis intrusion, dispelled his apprehension 
by a second address, saying. — “ I see* you 
consider me as a friend, by your using me 
without ceremony.” 

The soldier thus convinced of the false- 
hood of the information he had received, 
began to iinngine that Pickle had projected 
thii plan which was executed by his servant ; 
and looking upon it as a piecQ of unjiistitiable 
finesse, which might bo attended with very 
melancholy consequence to his sister or 
wite, ho answered, in n supoftjilioue tone, 
that Mr Pickle must blame himself for the 
interruption of his repose, which was en- 
tirely owing to the sorry jest he had set on 
foot. 

Pickle, who was the child of passion, and 
more than half mad with impatience before 
his visit, hearing himself treated in such a 
cavalier manner, advanced close up to God- 
frey’s breast, and assuming a stern, or rather 
frantic countenance, — Hari^ yo. Sir,” said 
he, ‘<^you are iniatakcn if you think I jest \ I 
iim in downright earnest, I assure you,”^ 
Gauntlet, who was not a man to be brow- 
beaten, seeing ’ himself thus bearded Uy a 
person of whose conduct he had, he thought, 
rcQson to complain, put on his military look 
of defiance, and erecting his chest, replied 
with an exalted voicq, — Pickle, whether 
you were in jest or earnest, you must ^ve me 
leavo to (cll jou, that tire scheme was child- 
isii, un.s* asuUuble, and unkind, not tb give it 
a harsher term,” Deatht Sir,” cried our 
adventurer, **you trifle with niy disquiet ; if 
there any meaning in your insinuation, 
explain youraolfvand tlien know what 

answj^r it Will befit me to give.” “ I came 
with very ditfei^iit sentiments,” resumed the 
soldier, *<but fiance you Urge me to exposto^ 
lation, and behave with such* unprovoked 
loftiness of /displeasure, T will, withppt 
clrcumliHiutio'n, tax . you with, having 
mittpfl an outrage upon the . peace of my 
. family, in sending your fellow to, alarm us 


with such an abrupt account of your haying 
done violence upon yourself.” Peregrine, 
confounded at this imputation, stood silent, 
with a most savage aspect of surpirise, eager 
to know the circumstance to which his ac- 
cuser alluded, and incensed to find it beyond 
the sphere of his comprehension. 

While these two irritated friends stood 
fronting each other witli mutual indignation 
in their eyes and attiUides,. they were joined 
by Pipes, who, without taking the least 
notice of the situation in wliich he found 
them, told his master, that he might up with 
the top-gallant masts of his heart, and out 
with his rejoicing pendants ; for as to Mrs 
Emily,' he had clapped her helm a-weather, 
the vessel wore, and now she was upon the ^ 
other tack, standing right into the harbour, 
of his good-will. 

Peregrine, who was not yet a connoisseur 
in the terms of bis lacquey, commanded him, 
ipon pain of his displeasure, to be more ex- 
plicit in his intelligence ; and, by dint of 
divers questions, obtained a perfect know- 
ledge of the scheme which he had put in 
execution for his service. This information 
perplexed him ilot a little ; he would have 
chastised his servant upon the spot for his 
temerity, had he not plainly perceived that 
the fellow’s intention was to promote his 
ease and satisfaction; and, on the other 
hand, he knew not hour to acquit himself of 
the suspicion whicli he saw Godfrey enter- 
tained of his being the projector of the plan, 
without condescending to an explanation, 
which his present disposition could not- 
brook. After some pause, however, turning 
to Pipes with a severe frown, — “Rascal,” 
said he, “ this is the second time I have suf- 
fered in the Opinion of that lady, by your 
ignorance and presumption; if ever you 
intermeddle in my affairs for the future, with- 
out express order and direction, by all that’s 
sacred, I will put vou to death without 
mercy. Away, and let my horse be saddled 
this instant.” 

Pipes having withdrawn, in order to per- 
Ibrm this piece of duty, our young gentle- 
maiiy addressing himself again to the soldier, 
and laying his hand upon his breast, said, 
with a solemnity of regard, — “ Captain Gaunt- 
let, upon my honour I am altogether in- 
nocent of that shallow device which you 
impute to my invention ; and 1 don’t think 
you do justice either to' my intellect or 
lionour, in supposing me capable of such in- 
solent absurdity. As for your sister, I have 
once in my ftte aifronted her in the madness 
and impetuosity of desire ; . but I have tnade 
such acknbwlMgemcnts, and offered such 
atonement, as., tew women of her 'sphere 
would have rdfhaed ; and, .before God, X tlih' 
detbrsnlned to every tonuent of disr 

appointment, nnd despair" rather than' pros- 
trate mrself ^goin to the Oruelty of her un^ 
justiflewe pido.” Jio sayifig, he s^ked 
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euddenlv down stairs, and took horse im- to make the best of his way to the garrison, 
mediately, his spirits being supported by re- while he himself crossed the country to a 
sentment, which prompted him to vow within market town, where he proposed to spend 
himself, that he would seek consolation for the night. 

the disdain of Emilia, in the possession of Tom, thus cautioiietl, proceeded with his 
the first willing wench he shoiiLd meet upon charge, and, being naturally -tacilnm, opened 
the road. not his lips, until he had performed the best 

While he set out for the garrison with half of his journey. But Thonms, notwith- 
these sentiments. Gauntlet, in a suspense be- standing his irony appearance, was in reality 
tween anger, shame, and concern, returned composed of flesh and blood. His desire 
to the hou^ of his father-in-law, where he being titillated hy the contact of a buxom 
foiuid his sister still violently agitated from weuch, whose right arm embraced his middle 
the news of Peregrine’s death ; the mystery os he rode, his thoughts began to mutiny 
of which he forthwith unravelled, recounting against his master, and he fo\ind it almost 
at the same time the particulars of the con- impossible to withstand the temptation of 
versatiod which had happened at the inn, making love. 

and describing the demeanour of Pickle with Nevertheless, he wrestled with these rc- 
somc expressions of asnerity, which were bellious suggestions with all tJie reason that 
neither agreeable to Emilia, nor approved by heaven had enabled him to exert; and that 
the gentle Sophy, who. tenderly chid him, for being totally overcome, his victorious pass- 
allowing Peregrine to depart in terms of mis- ion suddenly broke out in this address:— 
understanding. <* Sblood ! T believe master lliinks I have no 

more stuff in my body than a dried haddock, 
to turn me adrift in the dark with such a 
CHAPTER LXXXVII. spanker. D’ye think he dont, my dear I” 

To this question his fellow-traveller replied, — 
Peregrine sets out for the garrison^ and “swanker, anan !” And the lover resumed 
meets with a nymph of the road, whom his suit, saying,— **oons ! how yow tickle 
he takes into keeping, and metamor» my timber! something shoots from your arm, 
phases into a fine lady. through my stowage, to the very koel-slofie. 

Ha’nt you not quicksilvei* in your hand !” 

, In the mean time, our hero jogged along in “Quicksilvej!” said the lady, “damn the 
a profound reverie, which was disturbed by a silver that has croSfeed my hand this month, 
beggar-woman and her daughter, who solicit- D’ye think, if I had silver, I shouldn’t buy 
ed him for aims, as he passed them on the me a smock!” “Adsooks! you bnggage,” 
road. The girl was about the age of sixteen, cried the lover, “ you shouldn’t want a siiiock 
and, notwithstanding the wretched equip^e nor a petticoat neither, if you could have a 
in which she appeared, exhibited to his view kindness for a true-hearted sailor, os sound 
a set of agreeable features, enlivened witli and strong as a nine-inch cable, that would 
the complexion of health and cheerfulness, keep all dear above board, and oveiy thing 
The resolution I have already mentioned was snug under the hatches.” “Curse you*r 
still warm in his imagination ; and he looked gum,” said the charmer, “ what’s your gay 
upon this young mendicant as a Svry proper balls and your hatchets to me?” “Do but 
object for the performance of his vow. He let us bring to a little,” answered the wooer, 
therefore entered into a conference with the whose appetite was by this lime whetted to a 
mother, and for a small sum of money nur- most rayonous degree, “and I’ll teach you to 
chased her property ^ in the wench, whd:4id box flie compass,any dear, .^h ! you strap- 

not require much courtship and entreaty, be- per, what a jolly b— - you are !” “ B 

fore she consented to accompany him to any exclaimed, this modern Dulcinea, incensed at 
place that he should appoint for lier habita- the opprobrious tenn, “such a b-— as your 
tlon, mother, you dog. Damn you, I’ve a good 

This contract being settled to his satis- mind to box your jaws instead of your come- 
faction, he ordered Pipes to seat his acqui- piss. I’ll let you know as how I am meat 
sition behind him upon the crupper, and, ror your master, you saucy blackguard. You 
alighting at the first public house which they arc worse than a dog, you old fliiity-faccd, 
found upon the road, he wrote a letter to flea-bitten scrub: a dog wears his own coat, 
Hatchway, desiring him to receive this hedge but you wear your master’s.” 
inamorata, and direct her to be cleaned and Such a torrent of disgraceful epithets from 
clothed in a decent mafiher, with all expedi- a person whp had no clothes at all, converted 
tion, so that she should be touchable upon the gallant’s love into choler, and he threaten- 
his arrival, which (on that account) he would ed to dismount and tie her to a tree, where 
defer for the space of one day* This billet, she sboOld have a taste of his cat-o’-nine- 
, together with the girl, he committed to a^wart her quarters ; but, instead of 

chaigpof Pipes, after having laid strong in; '.being kitiroidated by his menaces, she set 
junctions upon him to abstain from all tU him at defiance, and held forth with such a 
tempts upon her chastity, and ordered him. flow of eloquence, as would have entitled her 
■ ' 24 ’ i . 
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to ti considorablo ishare of reputation, even allow) made considerable progress in the 
among the nymphs of Billingsgate ; for this study of character, from the highest rank to 
young lady, over and above a natui^l genius the most humble station of life, and found it 
for altercation, had her , talents cultivated diversified in the same manner^ through 
mnong the venefoble society of weedci», every degree of subordination and prece- 
podders, and hoppers, with whom she had dcncy: nay, ho. moreover observed,, that the 
associated from her tender years. No conversation of those who are dignified with 
wonder, then, that she soon obtained ti com- the appellation of polite company, is neither 
'plete victory over Pipes, who (as the reader more edifying nor entertaining tlmn that 
may have observed) was very little addicted which is met with among the lower classes 
to the exercise of speech : indeed he was of mankind ; and that the only essential dif- 
iitterly disconcerted by her vplubijity of fijreiice, in point of demeanour, is the fonn 
tongue, an<i being altogether unfurnished of an education, which the meanest capacity 


with ujiswers to the distinct periods of her 
discourse, very wisely chose to save himself 
tiiG expense . of breath and argument, by 
giving her a full swing of cable, so that she 
might bring herself up; while he rode on- 
wartls, in silent composure, without taking 
nny more nntice of Jiis fair fellow traveller, 
than if sJie had been }jis masters cloak-bag. 

fn spite of all the dispatcl: he could make, 
it was late betbro he arrived at tlie garrison, 
wlicrc he delivered the letter and the lady to 
the lieutenant; who no sooner understood 
the intention of his friend, than lie ordered 
all the tubs in the house to be carried into 
the hall, and filled with water. Tom having 
jirovided himself with swabs and brushes, 
divested the fair stranger of her variegated 
(Irapeiy, which was immediately committed 
to the flames, and performed upon her soft; 
and sleek person the ceremony of scrubbing, 
as it is practised on board of the king’s ships 
of war. Vet the nymph herself did not sub- 
mit to this purification^ without repining. 
She cursed the director, who was upon tlio 
spot, with many abusive allusions to his 
wooden leg; and as for Pipes, the operator, 
she employed her talons so effectually upon 
his face, that the blood ran over his nose in 
sundry streams ; and next inoruing, when 
those rivulets were dry, his countenance 
resembled tlie rough bark of a plumtree 
]dasteTed with gum. Nevertheless he did 
his duty with great perseverance, cut off her 
hair close to the scalp, handled Jiis brushes 
with dexterity, applied his 8\va])s of diflerent • 
magnitude and texture, as Ute case required;*, 
and, lastly, rinsed the whole body with ^ 
dozen pails of cold w'atcr dischar^d upon 
her head. 

These abhitions being executed, he dried 
her with towels, accommodated Jier with a 
clean shil^id, ncXiii^ the part of a valet-do- 
chanjbrQdjWhcfl her from head to foot, in 
clean ag0^ceiiit.pparel v. hich had belonged 
to Mr^Mcliway ; by which means her ap- 
pear«Hp|i^ ahcrred so much for the better, 
that WSbn iViegfiue arrived .next day, he 
could ame be^eye his own eyes. lie was, 
^foT that reasoa, i$xtremely well pleased with 
Us purchase, ft^d uow resolved to indulge a 
^im, which , seined, him at the v€r>" instant 
■* his arrival.. ^ ■ 

He had (as 1 believe the reader will readily 


can acquire, without much study or applica- 
tion. Possessed of this notion, no determin- 
ed to take the young mendicant under his 
own tutorage and instruction. In' conse- 
quence of which, he hoped he should, in a 
few weeks, be able to produce her in compa- 
ny, as an accomplished young lady of 
jncormnon wit, and an excellent under- 
standing. 

This extravagant plan he forthwith began 
o execute with great eagerhess and industry ; 
and his endeavours succeeded even beyond 
lis expectation. The obstacle, in surmount- 
ng which he found the greatest difficulty, 
was an inveterate habit of swearing, which 
bad been indulged from her infancy, and con- 
firmed by the example of those among whom 
she had lived. However, she had the nidi- 
iiients of good sense fiorn nature, which 
taught her to listen to wholesome advice, 
and was so docile as to comprehend and re- 
tain the lessons which her governor recom- 
mended to licr attention ; insomuch, that he 
ventured* in a finv day.s, to present her at 
able among a set of country squires, to 
whom she was introduced as niece to the 
ieutenant. In that capacity she sat witJi 
jocoming easiness of mien (for she was as 
roid of the mauvaise honte as any duchess 
in the land), bowed very graciously to the 
compliments of Hie gentlemen ; and though 
she said little or nothing, because she was 
previously cautioned on that score, she mow 
once gave .way to laughter, and her 
happened to he pretty well timed. In 
X word, she attracted the applause and ad- 
niratibn of the guests, who, after she was 
Adtlvdrawn, complimented Mr Hatch w^ay up- 
•n the beauty,^ breeding, ahd good humour 
•f his kinswoman. ^ 

But what contributed more than ,ai^ other 
circumstance to her speedy improvement, 
was some small insight into the 'primer 
which she liad, acquiiod at a day-school dnr- 
ng the life of her father, who was a day^ 
abouyer jn tlm county. Upon this fpiind'a- 
.ion did Perbgrine build a most elegant su- 
perstructure : he culled out choioe sefitences 
from Shakspeajre, Otway, luid ; l^ppe* .pull 
taught her to repeat % m wit& an^emphasip ' 
and theatrical cadence : hpv In^tpicted 
her in the namps and Gpttheta.of thp^tnost 
celebrated players, which he^dimted her to 
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pronounce occasionally* with an air of care- 
less familiarity; and perceiving that her 
voice waa naturally clear, he enriched it 
with remnants of opera tunes, to bo hamiped, 
duriuff a pause in conversation, which is ge- 
nerally supplied with a circulation of a pinch 
of snuff. ^ By means of this cultivation, she 
becas^ a wbnderful proficient in the polite 
graces of the age ; she, with great facility, 
comprehended the scheme of whist, though 
cribbage was her favourite game, with which 
• she him amused herself in her vacant hours, 
from her first entrance into the profession of 
hopping ; and brag soon grew familiar to her 
practice and conception. 

Thus prepared, she was exposed to the 
compaiy of her own sox, being first of all 
visited by the parson’s daughter, who could 
not avoid showing that civility to Mr Hatch- 
way’s niece, after she had made her public 
appearance at church. Mrs Clover, who 
had a great share of penetration, could not 
help entertaining sdme doubts about this 
same relation, whose name she had never 
heard the uncle mention, during the whole 
term of her residence at ,the garrison ; but 
as the young lady was treated in that cha- 
ractef she would not refuse her acquaintance ; 
and, after having seen her at the castle, ac- 
tually invited Miss Hatchway to her house. 
In short, she made a'^progress through almost 
all the families in tl !<9 neighbourhood*; and 
by (lint of Jicr quotations (which by the by 
were not alwap judiciously used), she pass- 
ed for a sprightly young lady of uncommon 
learning and taste. 

Peregrine having, in this manner, initiated 
her in the beau monde of the country, con- 
ducted her to London, where she was provid- 
ed with private lodgings and a female attend- 
ant; and put her immediately under the 
tuUion of his valet-dc-chambre, Who had 
orders to instruct her in dancing and the 
French language. He attended her to plays 
and concerts three or four times a-weeic; 
and when our hero thought her sufficiently 
accustomed to the sight of great company, 
he squired her in person to a public assem- 
bly, and danced with her among all the gay 
ladles of fashion; not but that there was still 
an evident air of rusticity and awkwardness 
in her demeanour; which was interpreted in- 
to an agreeable wildness of spint, superior 
to the forms of edmmon breeding. Ho after-, 
wards found means to make her acquainted 
with some distinguished patterns of her ownT 
sex, by whom she was admiued into the most; 
elegant partes, and continued to make good' 
her pretensions to ‘ gentility, with gi^at 
circumspection. But one evening, being at, 
cards with a certain lady whom she detected 
ill the very fact of un&ir conveyance, she 
taxed her roundly with the ffaud, and brougf^ 
upon herself such a torrent of sarcastic 
proof, as overbore all her maxims of caution,^ 
and burst open the floodgates of her Own 


natural repartee, twanged off with the appel- 
lation of b— and w— which she re- 
peated, with great vehemence, in an attitudi? 
Of manual defiance, to the terror of her an- 
tagonist, and the astonishment of all preseut ; 
nay, tb such an unguarded pitch Was she 
provoked, that, starting up, ^he snapt her 
fingers, in , testimony of disdain, and, as she 
quitted room, applied her hand to that 
part which was the last of her that disap- 
peared, inviting the company to kiss it, by 
one of its coarsest denominations. 

Peregrine was a little disconcerted at this 
oversight in her behaviour, which, by the 
demon of intelligence, was in a moment 
conveyed to all the private companies in 
town ; so that she was absolutely excluded 
from all polite communication, and Pere- 
grine, for the present; disgraced among the 
modest part of his female acquaintance, 
many of whom not only forbade him their 
houses, on account of the impudent insult 
he ^d committed upon their honour, as well 
as understanding, in palming a comrnon trull 
upon them, as a young lady of birth and 
education ; but also aspersed his family, by 
affirming that she was actually his own 
cousin-german, whom he had precipitately 
raised ftom the most algect state of humility 
and contempt. In revenge for this caluinnv, 
dm young gentleman explained the whou? 
mystery of her promotion, togijlher witli the 
motives thqjt induced him to bring her into 
the fhshionable world : and repeated among 
his companions the extravagant encomiums 
which had been bestowed upon her by the 
most discerning irtatrons of the i^e. - 

Meanwhile, the infanta herself being re- 
buked by her benefactor for this instance of 
misbehaviour* promised faithfully to keep a 
stricter guard for the future over her conduct, 
and applied herself with great assiduity to 
the studies in which she was assisted by the 
Swiss, who gradually lost the freedom of h\» 
heart, while she was profiting bv his instruc- 
tion. In other wortls, she maue a conquest 
of her preceptor, who yielding to the instiga- 
tions of the flesh, chose a proper. opportunity 
to declare his passion, which was powerfully 
recommended hj his personal qualifications'; 
and Jiis intentions being honourable, she 
listened to his proposals of espousing her in 
private. In consequence of this agreement , 
they made an elopement together ; and being 
buckled at the Fleet, consummated their 
nuptials in private lodgings by the Seven 
Dials, from which the husband next monung 
sent a letter, to our hero, begging forgivenes:} 
Ibr the clandestine step he had taken, whicli 
he solemnly protested was not owing to any 
abatement in his' inviolable regard for his 
master, whom he should always honour and 
esteem to his latest breath, but entirely to 
I the irresistible charms of the young lady, to 
wHoni be was now so happy as to be joined 
in the silken bonds of marriage. 
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Peregrine, though at first offended .at his cordiality, and made his obedience to his 
valet's presunrijition, was, upon second master, hied him home to his bride, to com- 
thoughts, reconciled to the event, by which municate his happiness, cutting capers, and 
he was delivered from an incumbrance : fi>r alking to himself all the way. 
by this time he hod performed his frolic, and 
began to be tired of his acquisition. He re- 
flected upon thp former fidelity of the Swiss, CHAPTER LXXXVI^. 

whicli had been manifested in a long course 

of service and attachment ; and thinking it He is visited by Pallet ; contracts an intu 
would be cnielly severe to abandon him to macy with a New^market nobleman; and 
poverty and distress for one venial trespass, is by the knowing^ones taken in. 
he resolved to pardon what he had done, and 

enable liim in some shape to provide for the This affair being settled, and our adventurer, 
family which he had entailed upon himself, for the present, free of all female connexions, 
With these sentiments he sent a favour- he returned to his former course of fast liv- 
able answer to the delinquent, desiring to ing, among the bucks of the town, and per- 
see him as soon as his passion should permit ^ormed innumerable exploits among whores, 
him to leave (he arms of liis sponsc, for an mliics, rooks, constables, and justices of the 
hour or two ; and Hadgi, in obedience to this peace. 

intimation, repaired immediately to the lodg- In the midst of these occupations, he was 
ings of his master, before whom he appeared me morning visited by his old fellow-travel- 
vviih a most penitential aspect. Peregrine, ler Pallet, whose appearance gave him equal 
though he could scarce help laughing at his surprise and concern. Though the weather 
rueful length of face, reprimanded him sharply was severe, he was clothed in the thin 
tor his disrespect and ingratitude, in taking ummer dress which he had worn at Paris, 
that by stealth which he might have had for and was now not only thread-bare, but in 
asking. The culprit assured him, that, next some parts actually patched : his stockings, 
to the vengeance of God, his master's dis- by a repetition of that practice known among 
pleasure was that which, of all evils, he economists by the term of coaxing, hung like 
dreaded to incur ; but that love had distract- [)udding-bag8 about his ancles; his shirt, 
ed his brain in such a manner, as to banish hough new washed, was of the saffron hue, < 
every other consideration but that of gratify- and in divers places appcarf^l through tlie 
ing his desire ; and he owned, tha| he should crannies of his breeches ; ho had exchanged 
not have been able to preserve his fidelity his own hair (or a smoko-dried tie periwig, 
and duty lo his own fatlicr, had they inter- which all the flour in his drudgirig-box had 
fered witli the interest of his passion. He not been able to whiten; his e 3 "es were sunk, 
then appealed lo his mastbr's own heart for his jaws lengthened beyond their usual ex- 
tho remission of his guilt, alluding to certain .ension ; and he seemed twenty years older 
circumstances of our liero's conduct, which than he looked when he and our hero parted 
evinced the desperate effects of love. In at Rotterdam. 

short, he made such an apology as extorted In spite of all these evidences of decay, 
a smile from his offended juifgc, who not le accosted him with a meagre affectation 
only forgave his transgression, but also pro- of content and good humour, struggling 
luised to put him in some fair way of earning piteously to appear gay and unconccrnecf, 
u comfortnbio subsistence. professed his joy at seeing him in England, 

The Swiss was so much affected ivith thia excused himself for having delayed so long 
instance of generosity, tiiat he fell upon his to come and present his respects, alleging 
knees, and kissed his hand, praying to heaven, that, since his return, he had been a mere 
with great fcrvoiir, to make him worthy of slave to the satisfaction of some persons of 
such goodness and condescension. His quality and taste, who had insisted upon his 
scheme, he said, was to open a coffeehouse finishing some pieces with the utmost expe- 
aiid tavern in some crcditablo part of the dition, 

town, in hopes of being favoured with the Peregrine received him with that compass- 
custom of a numerous acquaintance he had ion and complaisance which waS' natural to 
made among upper servants and reputable his ^sposition ; inquired about the health of 
tradesmen, not doubting that liis wife would Mrs Pallet and bis family, and asked if his 
be an ornament his bar. and a careful friend the doctor was in town 1 The painter 
manager of his affairs. Peregrine ajjproved sceined to have resumed his resentment 
of the pldu, towards tiie execution of which against that gentleman, of whom he spoke in 
he.mado hini and hii^wife a present of five contemptuous terms. “The doctor," said 
hundred poiinds^t together with a promise of he, “ is so moch overshadowed with pre- 
erecting a weekly among ins friends, foi sumption and self-conceit, that his merit has 
the reputation and advantage of the house, no relief. It does not rise. There is no 
Hadgi was so transported with his gooc keeping in the picture, my dear ,Sir. All 
fortune, that he ran to Pipes, who was in the the same as if I were to represent the moon 
room, and having hugged him with grea under a cloud; there will be nothing but a 
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deep mass of shade; with a little tinv speck 
of light in the middle, which would only 
serve to make, as it were, the dc^rkness 
visible ; you understand mo. If ad ho taken 
my advice, it might have been better for 
him ; but he is bigoted to his own opinion. 
You must know, Mr Pickle, upon our return 
to England, 1 counselled him to compose a 
little smart clever Ode upon my Cleopatra. 
As Gad shall judge me, 1 thought it would 
have beei» of some service, in iiolping him 
out of obscurity ; for you know, as Sir Ri- 
chard observes. 

Soon will that die, which adds thy fame 
to mine; 

Let rno (hen live, join’d to a work of 
thine ; ' . 

By-thc-by, there is a most picturesque con- 
trast in these lines, of thy and me, living 
and dyings and thine and mine. Ah ! a pizc 
upon it ! Dick, after all, was the man. 
Ecod \ he rounded it off* But, to return to 
this, unhappy young man, would you believe 
it, he tossed up his nose at my friendly pro- 
posal, and gabbled something in Greek, which 
is not worth repeating. The case was this, 
my dear Sir, ho was out of humour at the 
m'glecl of the world. He thought the poets 
of the age were jealous of his genius, and 
strove to crush it accordingly, while the rest 
of mankind wanted taste sufficient to dis- 
cern it. For my own part, I profess myself 
one qf these; and as the clown in Billy 
Shakspcarc says of the courtier’s oath, 
had I sworn by the doctor’s genius, that the 
pancakes were naught, they might 'have boon 
for all that very good, yet shouldn’t I have 
heen forsworn. Let that be as it will, he 
retired from town in great dudgeon, and set 
up his rest near a hiu in Derbystiiro, Nvith 
two tops, resembling Parnassu.s, and a' well ; 
at the bottom, which he had christened Hyp- ' 
o.thc gpreen. Egad ! if he stays in that ha- ' 
bittttion, ’tis my opinion be’ll soon grow green ' 
with the hip indeed. He’ll t 3 glad of an' 
opportunity to return to the ilesh-pots of 
pay his court to the slighlcd 
Queen Cleopatra. Ha! well rememtered, 
by this light you shall know, my good Sir, ; 
that this same Egyptian pnneess has been ! 
courted by so mapy gallants of taste, that, 
as I bppe to live, I found myself in sodSe sort 
of dilemmla, because in parting with her to 
one, 1 should have 'disobliged all his rivals. 
Now, a man would not eboose to give offence 
to bis friends, at lea^t 1 lay it down as a 
maxim* to avoid thef smallest, appearance of 
ingratitude. Perhaps L may be in the wrong. 
But every man has his way. For tbia 
reason, 1 proposed to all the candidates, that 
a lottery or rathe should be .set on foot, by 
which everv individual would have an equiu 
chaiice for her good graces, and the prize be 
leil to the decision or fbvtune; The scheme, 
was mightify relished, and the terms being 
such a trine as half>a-guinea, the whole 


town crowded into my house, in order to ‘^ 
subscribe. But there 1 was their humble 
servant. Gentlemen, you must have a httle 
patience, till my own particular friends are 
served. Among that number, 1 do mysqlf 
the honour to consider Mr Pickle. Here is 
a copy of the proposals ; add, if the list 
should be adorned v^ith his naini^ 1 hope, 
notwithstanding his merited sui’oess among 
the young ladies, he will for once be shuiineil 
by that little vi.iten called Miss Fortune ! 
he, lie, he !” 

So saying, he bowed with a thousand 
apish congees, and presented his paper to 
Peregrine, who, seeing the iminber of sub- 
scribers was limited to one hundred, said he 
thought him too moderate in his expecta- 
tions, as he did not doubt that his picture 
would be a cheap purchase at hve hundred, 
instead of fifly pounds, at which the price 
w'Os fixed. To this unexpected remark Pal- 
let answered, that among the connoisseurs 
he would not pretend to appraise his pii^turc ; 
but that, in valuing his works, he was qb- 
iged to have an eye to tlie Gothic ignorance 
of the age in which he lived. 

Our ad venturer saw at once into the nature 
of this rafllc, which was no other than ii beg- 
ging shift to dispose of a jiallry piece, that 
he could not otherwise have sold for twenty 
shillings. However, far from shocking the 
oor man in distress, by dropping the least 
int of his* conjecture, ho desired to be 
favoured with 'six chances, if the oircura- 
stances of his plan would indiil^ him so^ 
far; and the painter, after some nosit at ion, 
condescended to comply with his request, 
out of pure friendship and veneration ; 
though he observed, that, in so doing, he 
must exclude some of his most intimate 
companions. Having received the money, 
he gave Pickle his address, desiring ho 
would, with his convenience, visit the priii- 
less, who, he was sure, would display her 
most engaging attractions, in order to capti- 
vate his fancy ; and took his leave, extremely 
well pleased with the success of his applica- 
tion. 

Though Peregrine was tempted with the 
curiosity, of seeing this portrait, which ho 
imagined must contain some analogy to the 
ridiculous oddity of the painter, he would not 
expose himself to the disagreeable alter- 
native of applauding the performance, con- 
trary to the dictates of conscience and com- 
mon sense, or of condemi^g' it, to the un- 
speakable ' mortification w the miserable 
onthor ; and therefore nqver dreamt of re- 
tnrning the punter’s wlC : nor did he ever , 
bea?r of the lottery’s bmng drawn. ' . 

«^out this time be wan invited to speiid a 
raP%eeks at the cott|^iy seat of a Certain 
nobleman, withyvhom™ had contracteil an 
aG<][i]aintance iiixhe coHIb of his debauchgftj, ■ 
which we have already^escribed. His lol®!’' 
ship being remarkable for his skill and sue- 
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8 cess in liorse-racin^, his house was continu-; 
ally filled with the connoisseurs and admirers 
of that Hport, upon which the whole conver- 
sation turned, insomuch that Peregrine gra- 
dually imbibed some knowledge in horse* 
flesh, and the diversions of the course ; for 
the whole occupation of the day, exclusive 
of eating and drinking, consisted in viewing, 
managing, and exercising his lordship^s stud. 

Our hero looked upon these amusements 
with an eye of taste, as well as ciiriosiW; 
he contemplated the animal as a beautimi 
and elegant part of the creation, and relished 
the surprising exertion of its speed with a 
refined and classical delight. In a little 
time he became personally acquainted with 
every horse in the stable, and interested him- 
self in tlie reputation of each ; while he also 
gratified his appetite for knowledge, in ob- 
serving the methods of preparing their 
bodies, and training them to the race. His 
landlord saw and encouraged his eagerness, 
from which he promised himself some ad- 
vantage ; he formed several private matches 
for his entertainment, and flattered his dis- 
cernment, by permitting him to be successful 
in the first beta he made: Thus was he art- 
fully decoyed into a spirit of keenness and^ 
adventure, and disposed to depend upon his 
own judgment, in opposition to that of people 
who had made horse-racing the sole study 
of their lives. He accompanied my lord to 
Newmarket, and entering at oncc 'into the 
genius of the place, was marked as fair game 
by all the knowing ones there assembled, 
many of whom found means to take him in^ 
in spite of all the cautions and admonitions 
of his lordship, who wanted to reserve him 
for his own use. 

It is almost impossible for any man, let 
him be never so fearful or phlegmatic, to be 
an unconcerned spectator in this busy scene. 
The demon of play hovers in the air, like a 
pestilential vapour, tainting the minds of all 
present with infallible infection, which com- 
muuicates fi*om one person to another, like 
the circulation of a ^neral panic. Pere- 
grine was seized with this epidemic dis- 
temper to a violent dcOTee ; and, after having 
lost a few loose hundreds, in his progress 
through the various rookeries of the mnee, 
entered into partnership with his noble friend 
, in a grand match, upon the issue of which he 
ventur 1 no less than three thousand pounds. 
Indeed he would not have risked such a con- 
siderable sumt, had not his own confidence 
; been teinforeed by the opinion and concur- 
' rence of his lordship, who hazarded an equal 
' bet upon the same event. These two asso- 
' dates enga^d . themselves in a penalty of 
' SIX thousand pounds, to run one chaise-and- 
four against another, three times round the 
course; and opr adi^turer had the satis- 
faction of seeing iiis antagonist distanced in 
the first and second beat ; but all of a sudden, 
i ,ono of the horses of his machine was knocked 


up, by which accident the victory was ra- 
vished almost from bis very grasp, and he 
was obliged to endure the damage and the 
scorn. 

He was deeply affected with this mis- 
fortune, which he imputed to his, own extra- 
vagance and temerity ; but discovered no 
external signs of ofoiction, because his il- 
lustrious partner bore his loss with the most 
philosophic resignation, consoling himself, 
as well as Pickle, with the hope of making 
it up on some other occasion . Nevertheless, 
our young gentleman could not help admir- 
ing, and even envying his equanimity, not 
knowing that his lordsbip had managed mat- 
ters so as to be a gainer by iJie misfortune; 
which to retrieve, Peregrine purchased se- 
veral horses, at the recommendation of his 
friend; and, instead of returning to London, 
made a tour with him to all tlie celebrated 
races in England, at which, after ^veral vi- 
cissitudes of fortune, he ihade shift, before 
the end of the season, to treble his loss. 

But his hopes seemed to increase with his 
ill luck. In the beginning of winter he 
came to town, fully persuaded that fortune 
must nec*fessarily cliange, and that 'next 
season he should reap the happy fruits of his 
experience. In this confidence he seemed to 
drown all ideas of prudence and economy. 
His former expense was mere parsimony, 
compared with that which he now incurred: 
he subscribed to the opera, and half a dozen 
concerts at difff.*f»'nt parts of the town ; was 
a benefactor to several hospitals ; purchased 
a collection of valuable pictures; took a 
house, and furnished it in a most raamificent ‘ 
taste, laid in a large stock of .French wines, 
and gave extrava^nt entertainments to his 
quality friends, who, in return, loaded him 
with compliments, and insisted upon his 
making use of their interest and good will. 


CHAPTER LXXXIX. 

He in taken into the protection of a great 
man ; nets up for a member of parlia- 
^ ment ; is disappointed in his expectation, 

' and finds himself egregiomlp outwitted. 

Among these professed patrons, the gree.test 
part of whom Peregrine saw through, there 
was one .great personage, wHo seemed to 
support wtith dignity the. sphere in which for- 
tune had placed him. His behaviour „to 
Pickle wjos not a series of grinning com- 
plaisance in flat repetition of general ex- 
pressions of friendship and regard. He de- 
meaned himself with a seemingly' honest re- 
serve, in point 'of profession ; ms advances 
to Peregrine appeared.tp he the result of de- 
liberation and oxpernnent ; he chid the young 
gentleman fo:t his extiave^nce, with the au- 
thority of a. parent, and the sincerity of a 
fast friend ; and having, by gradual inquiries, 
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mode bimself acqiminted with the state of cers about town, and resolved to try the ex- 
his private affairs, condemned his conduct pcdicnt of a public advertisement, Bat ho 
with an air of candour and concei‘n. He was persuaded by iny lord to postpone that 
represented to him the folly and dangerous experiment, until every other method should 
consequences of the profligate lifb in which have fliiled, because it would attract the at- 
he had plunged himself, counselled him with tention of all the pettifoggers in London, 
great warmth to sell off his roce-hbrses, who (though they might not be able to over^ 
which would otherwise insensibly eat him reach) would inrallibly harass and tease hhri' 
up ; to retrench all superfluous expense, out of all tranquillity, 
which would only serve to exnose him to the It was on the back of this conversation 
ridicule and ingratitude of those who were that Peregrine, chancing to meet the stew- 
beneflted by it ; . to lay out his money upon ard near his lord’s house, stopped him in the 
secure mortgages, at good interest; and street, to give him an account of his bad 
carry into execution his former design of luck ; at which the other expressed some 
standing candidate, for a borough, at the en- concern, and, rubbing his chin with his hand, 
suing election for a new parliament ; in in a musing posture, told Pickle, there was a 
whi^ case this nobleman promised to assist thought just come into his head, pointing 
him with his influence and advice ; assuring out one way of doing his business efiectually. 
him, that, if he could once procure a seat in The youth, upon this intimation, begged lie 
the house, he might Ipok upon his fortune as would accompany him to the next coffec- 
already made^ house, in which having chosen a private 

Our adventurer, perceiving the wisdom situation, this grave znanager gave liiin to 
, and sanity of this advice, for which he made understand, that a part of my lord’s estate 
his acknowledgements to his generous moni- was mortgaged, in consequence of a debt 
tor, protested that he would adhere to it in contracted by his grandfather, for provision 
every particular, and immediately set about to the younger children of thq family ; and 
a reformation. He accordingly took cogni- tlw|,t the equity of redemption would bo fore- 
zance of his most minute affairs, and, after closed in n tew raontlis, unless the burden 
an exact scrutiny, gave his patron to under, could be discharged. “ My lord,” said he, 
stand, that, exclusive of his furniture, his ** has always lived in a splendid manner, and 
fortune was reduced to fourteen thousand notwithstanding his ample fortune, together 
three hundred and thirty pounds, in bank and with the profits accniing from the posts he 
south-sea annuities, over and above the gar- enjoys, he saves so little money, that, upon 
rison and its appendages, which he reckoned this occasion, 1 know he will bo obliged to 
at sixty pounds a-year. He therefore de- borrow ten thousand pounds to make up the 
sired, triat as his lordship had been so kind sum that is requisite to redeem the mortgage, 
ns to favour him with his friendship and ad- Now, certain 1 am, that, when his design 
vice, he would . extend his generosity still comes to be known, he will be solicited on 
farther, by putting him in a way of making all hands by people desirous of lending 
the most advantage of hie money . My lord money upon such undoubted security and 
said, that, for his own part, he did not choose ’tis odds but he has already promised the 
to meddle in money matters ; that Mr Pickle preference to some particular acqiiaintanco, 
would find abundance of people ready to However, as I know he has your interest 
borrow it upon land security; but that he very much at heart, I will, if you please, 
ought^ to be extremely cautious in a trans- sound his lordship upon the subject, and in a 
action of such consequence; promising, at day or two give you notice of my success.” 
the same time, to employ his own steward in Pqrcgrine, ravished with the prospect of 
seeking out a mor^agor to whom it might settling tliis affair so much to his satisfaction, 
be safmy lent. thanked the steward for his friendly hint and 

This agent was accordingly set at work, undertaking, Which he assured him should be 
and for a few days made a fruitless inquiiy: acknowledged by a more solid proof of his 
so that tlie young gentleman was obliged to ^titude, provided the business could be 
have recomse to his own intelligence, by brought to bear ; and next day he was visited 
which ho got notice of several people of re- by this kind manager, with the happy news 
putod ersmt, who offered him mortgages for of his lordship having consented to borrow 
the whole Oum ; but when he made a report ten thousand pounds of his stock upon mort- 
of the particular to his noble friend, his &t the interest of five per cent. This 
lordship started such doubts and objections I mfermation he received as an instance of 
relating to e^ch, that ho was deterred from the singular esteem of his noble patron ; and 
entering into any engagements with the pro- the papers being, immediately drawn and 
poser; cohgratulatmg himself, in the mean executed, the money was deposited in the 
on his |food fortune, in being^favoured hands of tlie mortgagor, who, in the hearing 
With the advme and ditectioii of such a sage of theJender, laid strong injunctions on his. 
• counsellor. Nevertheter, he began to be steward to pay the inteiest punctually lA 
‘ impatient, after having unsucceseflilly con. quarter-day. • ’ . - 

suited all the money-mokers and conveyan. The best part of our hero*s fortune being 
^9 M'. r - 
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thus happily deposited, and the agent graii<^ prodigate fellows, who, having squandered 
lied with a present of 6fly pieces, he began to away their own fortunes, and conquered all 
put his retrenching scheme in execution; all sense of honour and shame, maintain tlieni- 
his servants, Pipes excepted, were dis- selves by borrowing from those who have not 
charged, his chanot and running horses dis-. vet finished the same cursor, and want reso- 
posod of, his housekeeping broken Up, and his Jution to resist their importunate demands, 
furniture sold by auction : nay, the heat of To those he was always indexible ; though 
his disposition was os romarkable in this as he could not absolutely detach himself from 
any other transaction' in his life ; for every their company, because, by dint of effrontery, 
stop of his saving project was taken with and such of their , original connexions as 
such ca^rness, and even precipitation, that they have been able to retain, they find ad- 
most of his companions thought he was mission to all places of ^fashionable resort. « 
either ruined or mad. But ho answered all Several unsuccessful attacks ^ had beep 
their expostulations with a string of prudent made upon his pocket by beggars of this 
apophthegms, such us, The shortest follies class. One of the ipo^ artful of them, 
are the best ; better to retrench upon con- having one day joined him in the Mall, and 
viction than coPipulsion and divers other made the usual observation on the weather, 
wise maxims, seemingly the result of experi- damned all the fogs of London, and began a 
once and philosophic reflexion. To such a dissertation on the difference of air, prefer- 
degree of enthusiasm did his present econo- ring that of the country in which he was born 
TJiy prevail, that he was actually seized with to any climate under the sun.' “ Were you 
the drsiroof amassing; and as ho every day ever in Gloucestershire!” said he to Pere- 
received jiroposals from those brokers whom grinc, who replying in the negative, he thus 
he had employed, about the disposal of his went on : “I have got a bouse there, where I 
cash, he at length ventured fifteen hundred should be glad to see you. Let us go down 
pounds upon bottomry, being tempted by the together during the Easter holidays : I can^ 
excessive premium. ^ promise you good country fare and whole- 

But it must be observed, for the honour of some exercise ; for I liave every thing within 
our adventurer, that this reformation did not myself, and as good a pack of fox-bouuds as 
at all interfere with the good qualities of his any in the three kingdoms. 1 shan’t pretend 
heart; he was still {is friendly and benevolent to expatiate upon the eleganrt:- of the house, 
as ever, though his liberality was more subject which, to be sure, is an old building; and 
to the restraint of reason ; a*nd he might these, you know, are generally cold, and not 
have justly pleaded, in vindication of his very convenient. Bui, curse the house ; the 
generosity, that he retrenched the super- dirty acres about it are Ui? thing; and a 
tluities in his own way of living, in order to damn’d fine parcel they are. t.» be sure. If 
preserve the power of assisting iiis fellow- my old grandmother was dead— rshe can’t 
creatures in distress. Numberless wore the live another season, for she’s turned of four- 
objects to which he extended his charity in score, and quite worn out : nay, as for tliat 
private. Indeed, he exerted this virtue in matter, I believe I have' got a letter in iny 
secret, not only on account of avoiding the pocket, giving an account of her being des- 
chargo of ostentation, but also because he paired of by the doctors. Let me $e6— No, 
was ashamed of being detected in such an d — it, I left it at home, in the pocket of 
awkward iinfashioriablo practice, by the cen- another coat.^* 

serious observers of this humane generation. Pickle, who, from tlie begin, nin«t of this 
In this particular, he seemed to confound harangue, saw its tendency, sebnied to yield 
ilic ideas of virtue and vice; for he did good the most serious attention to what he, said; 
as other people do evil, by stealth ; and was breaking in upon it every now and then, 
so cupricions in point of behaviour, that fre- with the interjeotions, hum? ha! the deuce! 
quently, in public, ho .wagged his tongue in and several civil questions, from which the 
satirical animadversions upon that poverty other conceived kappy omens of succese; till , 
wldchhishand hadiii private relicvcnl. Yet, perceiving thev had advanced as fkras the 
far fVom shunning t tie imquaintance, or dis- passage into St tlames’s, the mischiovens 
oouraging the solicit ations of those who, he youth interrupted him all at once s^tying,’ 
thought, woiited his n'^oietance, he was al- see you are for the end of the walk; -this 
Ways accessible, open, agid coipplaisanl to my yay;”. With these words ho tqok his ; 
them* even * when the liangUtiness of his*j leave of the siwintercr, who woidd h^ve de- . 
temper kepyi^ superiors at a distance ; and layed his retreat, by calling to him aloud, 
Oflen^ved a man the anguish and that he had not yet described the sifua^on 

pmfosiop of .^lari^ hiinsehV by penetrat- oHdscasUe^.. But Peregrine, without stop- 
ing into his h^essity, and anticipating his ping, answered in the shm'e tone,— another ,/ 
roquest, in a 'frank offer of. his purse and lime will-do as well;”, and in a. moment 
ifpendahip. , ' • . ' appeoredi leaving, tho projector,-, fouefo 

S^Not that ho-jMctised this beneficence to ded unth hia. disappointment ; 'for in- ' 
Ql ' the needy Us acquaintance without tcSiiion'Was to' close the description With a 
Itjstmction;- tjtere is always a set of idle demandoflwenty pieces, to be repaid out of 
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the first remittance Jje should x'cceive fVom} be. placed to her accoitnt, provided he cbold^ 


It would have been well for our hero> hod 
he always acted with the same ciroums]^c» 
tion: botjte had hia unguarded moments, in 
which be:jre)l a prey- to the unsuspecting ijn 
tegrity of his OMfp. heart. There was a 
person among: tjb? number of lus acquaint- 
ances* whose oonversaliqn ho particularly 
relished, be’eap^e it was frqnh* agreeable, 
and fraught with ;many'^^hleobsertrations. 
upon the craft and treachery .of mankind. 
This geptkman had made a shift, to dis- 
CUBS a very genteel fofctune, though it was 
spent with taste and reputation, and irow ho 
was reduced to his shifts for the maintenance 
of his femay, Which consisted of a wife and 
child. Not that he was destitute of the ne- 
cessaries of lifb, being comfortably supplied 
by the bounty of his friends ; but this was a 
provision not at all suited to his inclination; | 
and he had endeavoured by divers unsuccess^, 
fill schemes to retrieve liis former indepen- 
dency. 

Peregrine happened one evening to be 
sitting alone in a coffcelioiise, where he over- 
heard a conversation between this schemer 
and another gentleman, touching an oftbir 
that engaged his attention. The stranger 
had been left; trustee for fifteen hundred 
jiounds bequeathed to the other’s daughter by 
an aunt, and was 'strongly solicited to pay 
tho money to the child’s father, who assured 
him, he had then on opportunity to lay it out 
in such a manner as would greatly conduce 
to llm advantage of bis family. Tho trustee 
. reminded , him of the nature of his charge, 

. which made him accountable for the money 
until tlie child should have attained the age 
of eighteen ; but at tho same time gave bun 
to understand, that, if he could procure such 
•security as would indemnify him from the 
consequences, lie would forthwith pay the 
legacy into his hands. To tliis proposal the 
father replied, that it was not to be supposed 
he would risk the fortune of liis only child 
upon any idle scheme or precarious issue; 
and thereftire he thought it reasonable, that 
he should have the issue of it in the mean 
time ; and that, as to security, he was loth to 
trouble any of his friends about an affair 
which might be compedmised without their 
interposition ; observing, that, he would not 
look upon bis, conde^ension as a favour, if 
' obtained by a security, on which he coul^ 

^ bpTTQw the same sum from, any usurer in 
' lown. 

mucK importunity oii one side, and 
evasion oh this othOr^ the moneyed gentlenm^ 
told him, that, thoi^ he would not surrender 
the sum deposited In his hands for the us^ bf 
y leiid him what he 

have the mean time; 

' jandJt upon herbeiiig ^,i&:he8hould be able 
^ to^jjhtnin her ,cqncurreriee,iW money khi^d 

.'-’V ^ " ' . , "‘<'85 ■ 


ally person of credit whp., would jom 
with him in a bund for the assurance of the 
lender:. Tliis proviso vfras an obstruction 
which the other would have not t^n able to ^ 
surmount, without great difficulty, had . not 
his cause been espoused by our hero, who 
thought it was a pity a man of hoiiqur aM 
understanding should suffer in his principal 
concerns,, on such a paltry consideratiCri.v 
He, therefore, presuming on his acquajiit*/ 
aace, interposed in* tho conversation as a' 
friend, who interested himself in the oftkii*; 
and, being fully informed of the particulars, 
offered hiinsclr as a security for the lender. 
This gentleman being h stranger to Pere. . 

e e, was next day made acquainted with 
funds ; aiid, without ftirther scruple, ac- 
commodated his friend with one thousand 
pounds, for which he took their bond payable 
m six months, thougli he protested that tho 
money should never be demanded, until the 
infant should be of age, unless some accident 
should happen which he could not then fore- 
see. Pickle bolievedthis declaration sincere, 
because he could have no interest in dis- 
sembling ; but what he cliiefty depended up- 
on, for his own security; was the integrity 
and confidence of the borrower, who assured 
him, that, happen what would, he should be 
able to stand between him ami all danger;, 
the nature of his plan being such, as would 
infallibly treble the sum in a very few 
months. * 

In a little time after this transaction, writs 
being issued out for electing a new parlia- 
ment, our adventurer, by the advice of bis 
patron, went intc? the country, in order to 
canvass for a borough, and lined his pockets 
with a competent share of bank-notes for the 
occasion. But in this project he unfortu- 
nately happened to interfere with the interest 
of a great family in the opposition, who, for' 
a long series of years, hod made members 
for that piece, and were how so much offend- 
ed at the intrusion of our young gentleman, . 
that they threatened to spend ten thousand 
pounds in frustrating bis design. This jnen- 
ace was no other than an incitement to Pe- 
regiine, who confided, so mqch in his own 
innuehco and address, that he verily l^lioved 
jhe should be able to baffio bis grace, even in 
his own territories;. By that victoiy he 
hoped to establish his reputation and interest- 
with, the minister, \yho, through the recom- 
i^ndotion of his noble friend, countenanced 
hiS causSt and would have been very well 
pleased to see one of his greatest enemies 
suffer shch a disgraceful ovortbrew, which 
'^ould have, moreover, in a ^at measure, 
his credit with his faction. 

' 'Our heroi intoxicated with the ideas, of 
pride and ambition, put all bid talents to , the 
tes^ in tlie ex^ution of this project: : 

na expense in treatingtne eleetoirs ; ' 
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but fitldirij^ himself rivalled in this b 

hm competitor, who was powetil2%.,sh{>|^(^ 
ed^ he had recourse to those quali^ations ^ 
which he thought hijDCiself suparid?. H 
made bulls for th^ vlfiiied inatron 
of the corporation; adapted himsolf.to- thei 
' various humours- With surprising facilitj 
drank with those >vho. loved a cherishiiig cu 
in privatCf made love to the amodxitts^ piuye^ 
with the reli|^ous; ^sipped .those whe 
dcligtited m scanM and with great sagadt 
contrived agreeaWo presents to them iA 
rhts was the most effectual method of en 

C such electors as were under the in 
I Of their wives. As hr the rest, h 
availed them in their own way, setting who! 
hogsheads of beer and wine abr^ch, for th 
benefit of aD comers ; and into those sordii 
hearts that liquor would not open, he fount 
means to convey himself by the help of i 
g^ilden key.A 

; While he thus exerted himself, his anta. 
gonist was not idle# His age- and inhrmitios 
would not permit' him to enter personally in 
to -their parries ; but his stewards . and ad- 
herents beetirred themselves with great in- 
dAstry and persevejranco. The market for 
votes ran so high; that Pickle’s ready money 
was exhausted before the day of. election, 
and he was obliged to write to his patron an 
account of the dilemma to which he was re- 
duced, entreating him to take such speedy 
measures as Would enable hini to finish the 
busi^ss^ which he^had so happiU begun. 

rius hobleman communicated the circimh. 
staftues of Uie case to the minister, and in a 
day or two. our candidate found credit with 
the receiver.gene^Of tbO county, who lent 
hipi twelye hxindred pounds on his personal 
note, payable op demand. By means of this 
new supply he managed matters so success- 
ftilJy, that an evident majority of votes waS 
^*cured Jti his interest; and nothing could 
have obstructed his ejection, had not the 
noble peer who set up his competitor, in 
T?*. ^ ^nd mortification 

ot being foiled jn hid own borough, offox^ to 
compromise the , affair, with his honour, bV 
W,two membom in another placed 
provided the oppOsijtUm should ceoso in his 
own qoi^oraliljn# ; i \ ' 

This propottl 'WaPfifeedily ombrac^# On’ 

the we of the elo^l^Pewgrih^ received 
an nttimatum IVoiff' JbU patrqn/ desiring him 
^19 quit ^16 and the 


gi»^, L . 
ceipjdriWiij,^ 

and'- att 
Iiud^led 
duun of liiOv 
wi^ 


felut'ffio re- 
which the 
from Wb Up, 
irtf ^VaiBhitioDk W 
* ::|!«^,«ij*8,d,th« whole 
idimdxions, inveigh^ 
nachllf' 


scheme of politics to .which be was sacrificed, 
and, in conclusion,^ swore he would not give^ 

' fruits of his own address for the 

E e of any minister upon earth. This' 
e resolution, however, was ^ndered 
Ineffectual by his friend the receiver-general, 
who was bearer of the motsiage, and 
having in vain endeavoured j^ersuhde.bim 
to submission) fidrljr s^sth^ mm, upon, ,tho 
spot for the h|A]^':adi^ced ; 'this 

exj^dient being a, 

writ which he had to take out in 

cose the young maii shopid pijove^refiactory. ' 
l%e reader, who by this 'th^ must be 
pretty well acquainted with the disposition 
of our hero, may easily conceive how Ho re- 
lished tluO adventure. At' firi^'hll the &ciil. 
ties of his soiil wore swallowed up in aston- 
ishment and indi^tion ; and some minutes 
elapsed before his nerves would obey tHe im- 
pulse of his rage, which m^i^te^itself in 
such an application to the temples , of the 
plaintiff, as laid him sprawling bn the floor. 
This assault, which was committed in a 
tavern, whither he had been purposely de- 
coyed, attracted the regard of tlie bailiff and 
his followers, who, to the 'number of four, 
rushed' upon him at once, in order to over- 
pbvvor him: but his wrath inspi^d him with 
such additional strength and agility, that he 
disengaged himself from them in a trice, 
and, seiz'mg a poker, which was the first 
weapon tlmt presented itself to his hand, 
exercised it upon their skulls with incredible 
dexterity and execution. The officer him- 
self, wIk) had been the first, that presumed^ 

"io lay violent hands tipoii him, fbJt the first 
effects of his fury in a blow'upoh the jaivs, ' 
n consequence of which he lost tlirec of his . 
eeth, and fell athwart the body 6f the re-, 
jeiver, with which lie formed the i^ure bf a 
St Andrew’s cross; one of his mytiptidoiiis, 
seeing the fate- of his chief, would not yonture ^ 
:o attack the victor in front, HnW whe^iiig to 
me side, mafie an attempt wto him^ffank, 
md was received obliquely M bur Hilo’s left 
land and fbot, sb 'mastent^fiispos^ t^ the 
ight sidOv of his leg,' and um left .side' of his 
leck, that he bolted bead Iferembst iiito. the, 
chimney, where his chin 'Was encdtmtbred by. 
^he grate, which in a moment seared hiip .to 
he bone. . .The rest of the detachment di4 
lot think proper tb^miuiitain the dispute,; hut,^ ' • 
vacuiilring the . room with great expedition; ' ^ 
inked 'the jtteoy on the outside, and bellowed. : ’ 
\oeiM |he ^qeiver’s servants, boseeelling^ 
them tpv cow the sssi^ce .of -tfiejr ' 
t^ter, of hia / 

MeanwhJtetms genflemart having ibebli 
ct 04 :biiiiise|r^ i parley; wfeciir* 

■ rtmfictf^O^ained of bur.incbttt v 
JBf^^'jtft^onisequehce'of 






praented, the dancer his riishn^ aBd 

, n»de agaMwt'fl^e We of 

■ »>e5Mw^ He woald m Wim- 

pra^iMe to withstand the wh<de eiteelative 
power rf the'ftto%, which he couM-^ay 
' **’** ^ *P^^#d- and' secure hiiw; that 
a^hiA*2f the, disgrace (hat wobld 
KLm iihpradeiit conduct, 

ur^ interest tlie 

wtraUon, who, were, to his koowledire. 'at 
present W well dispowdto dehim^cei 
^t, for hia, own part, what he had done was 
^ the exprew order of We superior, and not 
rtir ^. distressing him; and 

V “"twithstand.- ' 
mg the shocking msolt he had sustaiiied, he 

v’ 'S’*' Ptwided he 

Pcrewine, who was not more prone to 
anger than own to conviction, being appeas- 
mnnf ^ondMccnsion, moved b^is^Lu- 
refleqtion^r 

what he had done m the precipitation of his 
wrath, began^ to give ear to his remon- 
fitmnees; end the bailiffs being ordered to 

Withdraw* t.hAir AnfAWAii . t* 
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Pmgnne^ eMm^nee* iifi&ister's .deien. 

" 5 ^’ te^hMrt G^. 


yiuautEi ueinir oraered to 
withdraw, they entered into a conference, 
the result <rf which was, our adventurer's 
unajediate departure for London; so that 
next day his competitor was uhanimously 

steJs.““ 

: The discontented Pickle, on Id’ arrival in 

'*"*c‘'y to the house of his 
patnm, to whom, in tlie anguish of his dis- 
appomttmmt, he bitterly complained of the 
Ueatront he h^ received, by which, besides 
, the disgrace his overthrow, he, was no 

less than two innnn^lfi 


pounds out of poctet. 
cxcllfeive of the debt for which he stood en- 
S’*®®, to the receiver! :His lordship, who 
was ptwared foi; , this expostulition, on his 

kJiOTrtei^e. of ,t^ young man’s impetuous 
lem^an^^ alfthe articles of his eharce 
d^^Iiberatiou, giving him to undm*- 
sta^ di^motives that induced .the n)inii^t<er 
to mat l[i8> interest m that borough; and 
cooihme. him wi^, a^ei^ances tbat his loss 
would ainidy^.rewaid€d by Jitf honour, to 
ihMuced by^tte: 
1n^ W^rmejst etyle of recom-f' 
iinend^^. ^ 7%e.' min^r, who was a pa^t 

himwith^ 

V him wjy 

* tp impport and 

^'inlfireat of the ' Admihiatpntimw < 


*to“«d>fe ad it was, dSdUoi 
P^ F^rme, who lud too much dWqi^ii 
«wt to ^ cwdled with general promises, *i . 
8;tinie whenne thought bimsdf entitledito 
the mMt .wyciUtt assurance, .He ae^id, > 
^s diggnat to his iutroductwi . 
g^ju^ him to understand, that he had laid 
teingi^en representative 
WbI® hwuche for which he had 

been saenficed. ■ His totdship agreed to the 
reMonahlenesb of Ws eipectation, observing, 

Hwevpr, thrt he conld not suppose the -mi- 
woWd^ enter upon' business with him 
ott his first visit; and that it would be time 
h^Bdmand to communicate 

Notwi^standing this renionstrance, our. 
flcro continued to indulge his suspicion and 
chagrin, and evpn made a point of it with his ^ 
patron, that his lordship would next day 
make application in his behalf, leat the two 
^fe should be filled up. on prkeKTfe 
n^^iona tog unknown. Thus impor- 

torned with an answer, importing that his 
honour WM.extremely sorry that Mr Pickle 
bad not signified his request before, the bo- 
roughs in. question vrere - ptontised to two 
gentlemen whom he could riot now dis. 
appoint, with any rqgard to his own cre^t ' 

w interest; but as several persons who would 

TO .chosen were, to his certain knowledge, 

*"?™’ ** "®‘ ^«“Ht that 

there would be plenty of vacant seats in a ■ 
very short tmae; and then the young gentle- 
niM might depend upon his .(mndto 
.Peregrrae was so much Irritated at this 
intimatrom that, m the first transports of iris 
anoefi he Ibri/nt iliA .ManA/sf i 


(ia 
desert.' , 


V ’ — ....U, aiaraa, UCUllDipuriS 01' 1118 

the .respect he owed his 
i^nd, wd wins presence inveirted against 
tro minwter pgrson desioid of gratitude ‘ 
and candour, preteetirir that, if ever an on. 

W would 

rafrudjofe remams of hw-Artune ih opposing 
, The noWeman -Ciwffi, 
mth time^ to exhamit tb^impetuosity w his 
whHk®d him very caimty for, his dis- 
«^t(W.«prMions,., which were equally 
totosa^mdissmsel} ass^him that hfe. 
' 5 !!? A ptti Mi execution, - 

WTOld rqditond to hw.own pir^Ce.and con« .. 
,msion; and ad^ed him cultivate and im- ' ' 
with patj^ce^gpd assiduity^ the foot- - . 
hod already om^ued . in the ittinigter^# , 
.f^>i:{ace 8 , ‘ .vv 

r ;^MrOs <?onymced of the truth, thought'" 
^^the ocwion of; bis adm^,/^ 
MdiaW look Iu 8 ' leave in &’ fft nf jftr , ' ; i 



m 


content, and began to runiim^te ^^pon''tbe 
fihattered posture of hie affaim - 
now remained of tlie amrie/fortunfr^W^ad 
inherited, was tho sum ho >ad aeposited in^ 
MS JorMip’8 hands, t(^,er wSb 
hundred pounds he hud ventitted 6o bottom" : 
ry, and the gornstm, which ho liiid )oft for tho 1 
use and acconKflodation of lieutdn^t 
andi on the ner d«hnfy6 . 
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th^t he would ha\^ paid his compliments to 
^ Jodpngs, had he been favour- 

ed with the least intiinatidn, of her arrival 
After having thaniced him for Jiis' poIiteneeX* 
«he told Inin, \t waa/not owing, to any abatp- 
I or her friendship and esteem for him, 

I that she had omitted to give hiih tliat notice : 
but his abrupt departure from Wiiidsor, and ■ 
tne manner mwhh^h Ha 


Uiiu accommodation of the lieittAnAnd K;,f x.- i nonce: 

and, on the per contra side of. Ms sprmtnt ft?* abrupt departure from Windsor, and 
he was debtor for the supply he hs^ '“w.hwh he quitted' Mr Gauntlet, 

from the roc«vc%enenS; id **> believe 'that 

which he ww'bonnd in behalf of his ffiend? '*'*'*®’* 

so that he ftindd himself fV.« fi«if *• » «^a® remfbroed by h s lonir silence 

his life, w the^;S„? 

curasttaces ; for, of tho dist hdf yisTn- I WH ®®"- 

terwt of his ten thousand, which wm nmc hnW *"*1“*”' Emilia 

tualM p^, he had but fonrocoro PodnK Sif r Wft ttieh,«'8aid che, 

bank, without any prospect of a further ann 1 1 ®rry reason to believe that you 

ply till the other^te?KLh^^^^^^^ 

tance of four long months. He seriouslv ^ present, 

r^ectod upon tim uncertainty of human narti^ 

affaire; Urn ship with his fife hSrod ? y®“ '^iU favour 

pOTnds might be lost, tlie aonUeman for 

whom liewMs^,mtjrniightilScan?in£ to hf thf ™ -f®» ^ 

as well as in his fomer proiecto and Mm ^ .**'® ®® W'ng. she gave 

mmistor might one day, tSroiigh mUcv or hlf Jodgingi; and he took 

displeMuro, expose him^ to thc^erw o7 his ter i^te’ promise of seeing 

dependant, who was in posseMion of S f tr • appointed time. 

note, ® ®®“®" °f ms He was very much aflfected with this ad- 

These suggestions did not at all contribute *‘® ®“>sidered as an 

to the caseofouradventuror*. ji mstance of her uncommon sweetness of 

h>s own My and extmvagancd, by wMcrte inem&e ‘•'s ro- 
wan recced to such an UMomfortable sUua “i •>«»«, a). 

i{®"- He comjiared his own condwt wUh wSda^'/d « f and mortification, 
timtcf some young gentleman of his m- and ted^n^ ®®‘ ®“S®?®roent, 

quamtanoe, who, while he was sunandenW ^ ^ the pleasure of enjoying a Itmg con’ 

• away Gie best part of hts inlieritoce haf sensible young My, who 

unproved their fortunes. streiSh&thM; Sh'”* ‘®."''‘'®rotand that'herhusbaid was 

interest, and increased their rewtation IT* ^'^, 1 *'® rogiment ; and presented to him a ■ 
tvas abandoned by hi. «iiet7and Zd te fa”® ®f theirfe, whom 

mour, his countenance gradually contracted christened by tJie name of Pere-. 

Itself into a representation of severity and- m memoiy of the friendship which 

whole attention *"“«'! •«» This proof of their regard, notwithstand 

»g the interruption in il^r 



g'S’u ta'ShoSljuiS^' 

nkvr n.L.,.. ■ ■ '.i. 



lor iHs heat, after Mr 1 ^ 

cS.M^f' ^ i»««i«»., w 

"« il-Ol* ' 


Wr petencyin the Sc llff 

^•'bsTSr^rt*^^ 

W» M»J1. «r . 

sfe'^teftSS'iS 

££3SM&-r£ 

startpfl in j “* ^claration, the tear 

.iSSPffe^pi^spss 

1tmifAneit.«m J 


st^tEsyrsrcs 


. A^uiwauisiand 

SKte'rL*&:-AW, 


which he would never renewrbowM^;"^^: W*®. who loved.* jofe’.'; 

^ort .^t euiifer by that reeolug^f Jbi Sltt"' *‘«fy. ' 


'«steem 7 Md IdmiaiironUf *“ ‘»« 

t'xrsj 5 '■i „ „ 

— “/•Kf^teror-iss 


h^WingShUdeeil^ Our young ger 

ness of his decayed ^ortiinn i®* I ^bem oh 


oi ms decayed fortune, wh ch W Z„ i^ “T *»» ■'oo' 

I® the sensibility of his pride iocreiw ’"ter 

ed the horror of anotfor remC ‘ f "» f 't® WM courted as a pereon of aZZ' 

Wft^nSrtioT.ttr'* importance. 

peS de- 

pended upon his constant and affecttoh • 
and she would have 


, , nd Se-^“;;dd h‘RSe‘ 

minutely about the state of his afiaire, had 
■ jw? not discouraged the 'inquiry, by seekino^n 
a-notber subject of conversation. 

- After J mutual protestations of friendshln 

:''«f aiMM‘'n't*rt^''t J*?® m<?<y.sflfer 8 pec«s 
^ ^ now-feu'nd hims^ 


ported”by P^^^eminenco was sup- 

Xol UheMlT W' >‘- 

which thev h»ii?^«* ■ than that to 
' vviih •®“®toincd, was tinctur” 

Ws^Jfflowledge 

I 0^ the Dlayoni ' tKi^mm i tbeopiij^ 

fJstafrmOTM^in^w ^ i"’d so 

* thousand 


. was. . 
wd’i 



^ fai 

.^M^: 
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nauts, and even invited some particular 
friendis to come and hear him hold , forth. 
One of the players, who had for many years 
strutted about the taverns in the neighoour- 
Jiood of (’ovent-garden os the Grand Turk 
of wii and humour, began to find his admi- 
rers molt away ; and a certain petulant phy- 
sician, who irad shone at almost all the port 
cluhs in that end of the town, was actually 
obliged to import his talents into the city, 
where he has now liappily taken root. 

Nov was this success to be wondered at, if 
we consider that, over and above his natural 
genius and education, our adventurer still 
had the opportunity of knowing every thing 
Wliich happened among the great, by means 
of his friend Cadvvalladcr, with whom ho 
still maintained his former intimacy, though 
it was now cheiiuered with many occasional 
tifls, owing to the sarcastic remonstrances 
of the misnnf brope, who disapproved of those 
schemes which miscarried with PeTcgrinc, 
and now took iinscasonablo methods of valu- 
ing himself upon his own foresight : nay, he 
was between whiles like a raven croaking 
presages of more ill luck from the deceit of 
the minister, the dissimulation of his patron, 
the folly of the projector, for whom he was 
bound, the uncertainty of the seas, and the 
villainy of tlmse with whom he had entrusted 
his cash, for Crabtree saw and considered 
every thing through a perspective of spleen, 
tliat "always reflected the worst side of human 
nature. 

For these reasons our young gentleman 
began to be disgusted, at certain intervals, 
with the character of Uks old niaii, whom 
he now thought a morose cynic, not so much 
incensed against the follies and vices of 
mankind, as delighted witli the distress of 
Ills fellow creatures. Thus he put the most 
unfavourable constmetion on the principles 
of his friend, because he found himself 
justly fallen under the lash of his animad- 
version. 

Thus self-accusation very often dissblws 
the closest friendship ; a man, conscious of 
his own indiscretion, id implacably offended 
at the rectitude of his companion’d conduct, 
which he considers ns an insult upon his fail- 
ings, never to be forgiven, even though he 
haa not tasted the bitterness of reproof, 
which no sinner can commodiously digest. 
The fViendidnp, iherefbre, subsisting between 
Crabtree and Pir! ■ ‘,-had of late suffered 
several symp’ornatic shocks, mat seemed to 

S ' rognoslicate a total dissolution ; a great 
eiftTof smart dialogue had past in tlieif pri- 
vate contersations, and the senior began to 
repent df having plac<?d his confidence in 
such an imprudent, headstrong, ungovernable 
youth. 

It was in such paroxysms of 'displeasure, 
that he prophesied misfortune to Peregrine, 
and even told him one morning, that he had 
dreamed of the shipwreck of the two East 


Indiamcn, on board of whieh he had hazard- 
ed liis money. But this was no other than a 
false vision ; for in a few weeks, one of them . 
arrived at her moorings in the river, and he 
received a thousand in lieu of eight hundred 
pounds which he had lent upon bond to one 
of the mates. At the same time ho was in- 
formed, that the other ship, in which he was 
concerned, had, in all probability, lost her 
passage for the season, by being unable to 
weather the Cape. He was not at all con- 
cerned at that ])iece of news, knowing that 
the longer he should lie out of hie money, he 
would have the more interest to receive; 
and finding his present difficulties removed 
by this supply, his heart began to dilate, and 
his countenance to resume its former alac- 
rity. 

This state of exultation, however, was 
soon interrupted by a small accident, winch 
he could not foresee : he was visited one 
morning by the person who had lent his 
friend a thousand* pounds on his security, 
and given to understand, that the borrower 
had absconded, in consequence of a disap- 
pointment, by whicli he had lost the whole 
sum and all hopes of retrieving it ; so that 
our hero was now liable for the debt, which 
he besought him to discharge according to 
the bond, that he (tlio lender) might not 
suffer by his humanity, it may be easily 
conceived that Peregrine did not receive this 
intelligence in cold blood. He cursed ins 
own imprudence in contracting such engage- 
ments with an adventurer v\i!om ho did not 
sufficiently know. He exclaimed against 
the treachery of the projector; and having 
for some time indulged his resentment in 
tlireats and imprecations, inquired into the 
nature of the sclieme which had miscarried. 

TJie lender, who had informed himself of 
the whole affair, gratified his curiosity in 
this particular, by telling him that the fugitive 
had been cajoled by a certain knight of the 
post, who undertook to manage the thousand 
))Qunds in such a manner as would, in a very' 
little time, make him perfectly independent ; 
and thus he delineated the plan : “one half 
of the sum,” said he, “shall be laid out in 
jewels, which I will pawn to certain persons 
of credit and fortune, who lend money upon 
such pledges at an exorbitant interest. The 
other shadl be kept for relieving them, so 
that they may be again deposited with a 
second set of those honourable usurers;, and 
when they shall have been circulated in thirf 
manner tlijrougb a vaxiety of hands, we will 
extort, money from each of the pawnbrokers!. 
hy threatening them with a public prosecu- 
tion, for exacting illegal interest; add I 
know, that they will bleed freely, rather than 
bo exposed to the infamy attending such an 
accuantion.” The scheme was feasible, and 
though not very honourable, made such an 
impression upon the needy borrower, that he 
assented to the proposal; and by our hero’s 
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credit the lAoney was raised. The jewels 
\yere accordingly purchased, pawned, re- 
lieved, and repledmd by the agent, who un- 
dertook to manage the whole afrair ; and so 
judiciously was tlie project executed, that he 
could have easily proved each lender guilty 
of the charge. Haying thus far successfully 
transacted the business, this faithful agent 
vi.sited them severally on his own account, 
to give them intimation, that his employer 
intended to sue them on the statute of usury; 
y.pon which, every one for himself bribed the 
informc3r to withdraw liis evidence, by which 
alone he could be convicted; and having 
received these gratifications, he had thought 
proper to retreat into France with the whole 
booty, including the original thousand that 
put tlicm in motion. In consequence of this 
decampment, the borrower had withdrawn 
himself; so that the lender was obliged to 
have recourse to his security. 

This was a very mortifying account to our 
young gonileman, who in vain reminded.the 
narrator of liis promise, importing that he 
would not demand the money, until he 
should be called to an account by his ward; 
and observed, tliat, long before that period, 
the fugitive might appear and discharge the 
debt. But tho other was deaf to these re- 
monstrances ; alleging that his promise was 
pr«»visiuna1, on the suppositioii that the bor- 
rower wouhl deal candidly and fairly ; that 
he had forfeited all title to his friendship and 
trust, by the scandalous scheme in which he 
had embarked; and that his treacherous 
flight from his security was no proof of his 
honesty and intended return ; but, on the 
contrary, a W'arning, by which he (the lender) 
was taught to take care of himself. He 
therefore insisted upon his being indemnified 
immediately, on pain of letting the law take 
its course ; and Peregrine w^as actually ob- 
^]figed to part with tho whole sum lie had so 
irately received. But this payment was not 
made without extreme reluctance, indigna- 
tion, and denunciation of eternal war against 
the ab.sconder and the rigid creditor, betwixt 
whom he suspected some collusion. 


CHAPTER XCI. 

Cadwallader acts the part of a comforter 
to his friend; and in his turn is consoled 
by Peregrine^ who begins to find himself 
a most egregious dupe> 

This new misfortune, which ho justly 
charged to the account of his own folly, re- 
called his chajjriu ; and though he enSeav- 
^oured with all his might to conceal the 
affair Trom the knowledge of Cadwallader, 
that prying observer perceived his counte- 
nance overcast. The projector’s sudden dis- 
appearance alarming his suspieioh, he ma- 
,nageii bis inquiries with so much art, that in 


a few days he made himself acquainted with 
every particular of the transaction, and re- 
solved to gratify his spleen at the e.xpense 
of the impatient dupe. With this view\ he 
took au opportunity to accost liim with a 
very serious air, saying a friend of his had 
immediate occasion for a thousand pounds, 
and as Peregrine had the exact sum lying by 
him, he would take it as a great favour if lie 
w'ould part with it for a fow months on un- 
doubted security. Had Pickle known ,tho 
tnie motive of this demand, he would in all 
likelihood have made a very disagreeable 
answer ; but Crabtree had wrapt liimself up 
so securely in the dissimulation of his fea- 
tures, that the youtli could not possibly pene- 
trate into his intention ; and m the most 
galling suspense replied, that the money 
was otherwise engaged. Tlie misanthrope, 
not contented witJi this irritation, assumed 
the prerogative of a friend, and qiiostioned 
him so minutely about tlic disposal of the 
cash, that, after numberless evasions, which 
cost him a world of torture to invent, he 
could contain his vexation no longer, but 
exclaimed, in a rage,—** damn your imperti- 
nence! ’tis gone to the devil, and thatV 
enough !” “ Thereafter as it may be,” (said 
this tormentor, with a most provoking in- 
difference of aspect) **I should bo glad to 
know' upon what footing ; for 1 Buj)poso you 
have some expectation of advantage from 
that quarter.” “Sdeath! sir,” cried tho 
impatient youth, ** if I had any expectation 
from hell, 1 wmuld make interest with you ; 
for I believe, from my soul, you are one of 
its most favoured* ministers upon earth.” 
With these words, he flung out of the room, 
leaving Cadwallader very well satisfied wdth 
the chastisement he had bestowed. 

Peregrine having cooled himself with a 
solitary walk in the park, during which the 
violence of liis choler gradually evaporated, 
and his reflection was called to a serious de- 
liberation upon the posture of his affairs, he 
resolved to redouble his diligence and ini- 
portunity with his patron anu the minister, 
in order to obtain some sinecure, which 
would indemnify him for the damage he had 
sustained on their account. He accordingl}' 
went to his lordship and signified his demand, 
after haying told him, that he had suffered 
several fresh losses, which rendered an im- 
mediate provision of that sort necessary to 
his credit and subsistence. 

Jlis noble friend commended him for tho 
regard he manifested for his own interest, 
which he considered as a proof of his being 
at last detached from the careles.s inadver- 
tency of youth ; he approved of his demand, 
which , he assured him should be faithfully 
transmitted to the minister, and backed with 
all his influence ; and encouraged his hope, 
by observing, that some profitable places 
were at that time vacant, and, so far as be 
knew, unengaged. 
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Thijs conversation helped to restore the 
tranquillity of Pickle’s breast, though he still 
harboured resentment against Oadura1]ader« 
on iircount of the last insult; and on the 
instant he formed a plan of revenge. He 
knew the misanthrope’s remittances from 
his estate in the country had been of late 
very scanty, in consequence of repairs and 
bankruptcies among hia tenants ; so that, in 
spite of (ill his frugality, he had been but 
barely able to maintain his credit, and even 
that was engaged on the strength .of his 
running rent. Being therefore intimately 
acquainted with tlie particulars of his for- 
tune, he wrote a letter to Crabtree, sub- 
scribed with llie name of his principal far- 
mer’s wife, importing, that her husband being 
lately dead, and the greatest part of her 
cattle destroyed by the intectious distemper, 
she found herself utterly incapable of paying 
the rent whi«jh was due, or even of keeping 
the farm, unless he would, out of, his great 
goodness, he pleased to give her some as. 
fiistance, and allow her to sit free for a 
twelvemonth to come. This intimation he 
found means to convey by post from a market 
town adjoining to tlie farm, directed in the 
usual style to tlie cynic, who seeing it stamp- 
ed with the known marks, could not possibly 
suspect any imposition. 

Ilackncycd as he was in tlie ways of life, 
and steeled with his boasted stoicism, this 
epistle threw him into such ,an a^ony of vex- 
ation, that a double proportion of souring 
was visible in his aspect, when he was visit- 
ed by the author, who having obsen'ed and 
iollowcd the postman n^ a proper distance, 
introduced a conversation upon his own 
disappointments, in which, among other 
circumstances of Jiis own ill luck, he told 
liim, that liis patron’s steward had desired to 
be excused then paying the last quarter of 
his interest precisely at the appointed term, 
for whicli reason he should be utterly void 
of cash, and therefom requested that Crab- 
tree would accommodate liimwitli a hundr^ 
pieces of his next remittance from the 
country. 

This demand galled and perplexed the old 
man to such a degree, that tlie muscles of 
his face, assumed a contraction peculiarly 
virulent, and exhibited the character of Dio- 

f enes. with a most lively expression ; he 
new that a confe^ijsioti of his true situation 
would famish r Ine with an opportunity to 
make reprisals upon him, with intolerable 
triumph : and that by a downright refusal to 
supply hts u*arit6, he .^would for ever forfeit 
his fnepdsiwpund Asteem, and might provoke 
him to lake ample vengeance for his sordid 
behaviour, ^ by exposing him, in his native 
colours, to the resentment of those whom he 
had so long deceived. Tliese considenitions 
kept him ^omo tima in a most rancorous 
state of suspense, wliich iPeregrine affected 
to misinterpret, by bidding him freely declare 


his suspicion, if ho did not think it safe to 
comply with his request, and he would make 
shift elsewhere. ^ 

This seeming misconstruction increased 
the torture of ihe misanthrope, who, w’itli 
the utmost irritation of feature,— “ Cons I” 
cried he, “what villainy have you noted in 
my conduct, that you treat ine like a rascally 
usurer 1” Peregrine , very gravely replied, 
that the question needed no answer: “for,” 
said he, had 1 considered you as an usurer. 1 
would liavo come with a security under my 
arm ; but all evasion apart, will you stead 
me ? will you pleasure me 1 shall I have the 
money 1” “Would it were in your belly, 
with a barrel of gunpowder!” (exclaimed the 
enraged cynic) “since I must he excruciat- 
ed, read that plaguy paper ! — Sblood ! why 
didn’t nature clap a pair of long ears and a 
tail upon me, that I might be a real ass, and 
champ thistles on some common, inde- 
pendent of nay fellow-creatures? Would I 
were a worm, that I might creep into the 
earth and thatch my habitation with a single 
straw : or rather a wasp or a viper, that I 
might make the rascally world feel my re- 
sentment, But why do I talk of rascklity ? 
folly, folly is the scourge of life ! Give me a 
scoundrel (so he be a sensible one), and I 
will put him in my heart of hearts ; but a 
fool is more mischievous than famine, pesti- 
lence, and war. The idiotical hag that 
writes, or causes to be written, this same letter, 
has ruined her family. ?'nd broken her hus- 
band’s heart, by ignorarve and mismanage- 
ment ; and she imputes lier calamity to Pro- 
vidence with a vengeance ; and so I am de- 
frauded of three hundred pounds, the great- 
est part of w^hich I owe to tradesmen, whom 
1 have promised to pay this very (marter. 
Pox upon her ! I would she were an norned 
beast, that the distemper miglit lay hold on 
her. The beldame has the impudence too. 
(after she has brought me into this dilemma)",!*; 
to solicit my assistance to stock the farm ' 
anew ! Before God, I ha\^ a good mind to 
send her a halter ; and perhaps I might pur- 
chase audther for myself, but that I would 
not furnish food for laughter to knaves and 
coxcombs.” 

Peregrine having perused the billet, and 
listened to this ejaculation, replied, with, 
great composure, that he was ashamed to 
see • a inan of his years and pretensions to 
philosophy so ruffled by a trifle... “What 
signify all the boasted , hardships you have 
overcame,” said he, “and the 'shrfewd obr ! 
serv'ationa* you pretend to, have made bn\ 
human .nature 1 Where is that stoical iadi^- 
ference you affirni you have attained, if suidi 
a paltry disappointment can disturb you in 
this manner? What is the loss of; three 
hundred, pounds, compared with the 
fortunes which 1 myself haye 
within these two years? ¥et wiP tike 
upon yon to net the censoc, and inveigh.' 



299 


ADVENTURES OF PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


against the impatience and impetuosity of 
youth, as if you yourself had gained an ab- 
Bolutf? conquest over all the passions of the 
heart. You were so kind as to insult me 
t’otlier day in my affliction, by reproaching 
rnc with indiscretion and misconduct ; sup- 
jjosc I were now to retort the imputation, 
and ask how a man of your profound saga* 
city could leave your fortune at the discre- 
tion of ignorant peasants 1 How could you 
be so blind as not to foresee the necessity of 
repairs, together with the danger of bank- 
ruptcy, murrain, or thin crop? Why did you 
not convert your land into ready money, and 
(as you have no connexions in life) purchase 
an annuity, on which you might have lived 
at your ease, without any fear of the conse- 
quence ] — Can’t you, from the whole budget 
of your philosophy, cull one apothegm to 
console you for this trivial mischance?” 

Rot your rapidity,” (said the cynic, half 
choked with gall) “ if the cancer or the 
pox were in your throat, I should iicrJ; be tlius 
tormented with your longue ; and 34et a mag- 
pyc shall speak intinitely more to the pur- 
pose. Don't you know, Mr Wiseacre, that 
my case does not fall within the province of 
philosophy ? Had I been curtailed of all my 
members, racked by the gout and gravel, de- 
prived of liberty, robbed of an only child, or 
visited with the death of a dear friend like 
you, philosophy might have contributed to 
my consolation ; but will philosophy pay my 
debts, or free me from the burden of obliga- 
tion to a set of fcilows whom I despise? 
— speak — pronounce — demonstrate— or may 
heaven close your mouth for ever!” 

These arc the comfortable fruits of your 
iniaanthrophy,” answered the youth, “your 
laudable scheme of detaching yourself from 
the bonds of society, and of moving in a su- 
perior sphere of your own. IfaJ not you 
been so peculiarly sago and intent upon laugh- 
ing at mankind, you could never have been 
disconcerted by such a pitiful inconvenience; 
any friend would , have accommodated you 
with the sum in question. But now the 
world may retort the laugh ; for you stand 
upon such an agreeable footing with your 
acquaintance, that nothing could please them 
bettor than an account oi your having given 
disappointment the slip, by the help of a noose 
properly applied. 'This I mention by W&y of 
hint, upon which I would have you chew tlb 
cud of reflection ; and should it come to that 
issue, I will use my whole interest with 
the coroner to bring in bis verdict lunacy, 
that ybur 'chrcass may have Christian burial.” 

So saying, he withdrew, very well satisfied 
with the revenge he had taken, which ope- 
rated so violently upon Crabtree, that, if it 
had not been for the sole consideration men- 
tioned above, he would, in all probability* have 
had reponrsc to the remedy proposed. But 
-his unwilUngness to oblige and entertain hU 
fellow-creatures hindered, him from pracUsihg 


hat expedient, till, by course of post, he was 
liappily undecciveii with regard to tlie situa- 
tion of his affairs ; and that inibrmation had 
mch an effect Upon him, that he not only for- 
gave our hero for the stratagem, which he 
immediately ascribed to the right author, but 
also made him a tender of his purse ; so tliat 
nattem for the present were brought to an 
amicable accommodation. 

Meanwhile Peregrine never slackened in hifci 
attendance upon the great; he never omitted 
to appear upon every levee day, employed 
his industry and penetration in getting intol- 
igence of posts Uiat were unfilled, and every 
day recommended himself to the good otficeB 
)f his patron, who seemed to espouse his in- 
terest with great cordiality ; nevertheless, ho 
was always too late in his application, or the 
place he demanded chanced to be out of tire 
minister’s gift. 

These intimations, though communicated 
in the most warm professions of friendship 
and regard, gave great umbrage to tlie young 
gentleman, who considered them as the ova- 
dious of an insincere courtier, and loudly com- 
plained of them as such to hie lordship, sig- 
nifying, at the same time, an intention to sell 
his mortgage for ready money, which he 
would expend to the last farthing in thwart- 
ing his honour, in the very first election ho 
should patronise. His lordship never want- 
ed a proper exhortation upon these occasions: 
ho did not now endeavour to pacify him with 
assurances of the minister’s flivour, because 
he perceived that these medicines had, by re- 
peated use, lost their effect upon our adven- 
turer, whose menaces he now combated by 
representing that the minister’s purse was 
heavier than that of Mr Pickle; that, there- 
fore, should he make a point of opposing his 
interest, the- youth must infallibly fail in the 
contest; in which case he would find himself 
utterly destitute of the means of subsistence, 
and consequently precluded from all hope of 
provision. 

This was an observation, the truth of which 
our young gentleman could not pretend to 
doubt, though it did not at, all tend to the 
vindication of his bonour’js conduct. Indeed 
Pickle began to suspect the sincerity of bis 
own patron, who, in his opinion, had trilled 
with his impatience, and even eluded, by sor- 
ry Excuses, his desire of having another pri- 
vate audience of the first mover. Ilis lordsli i p 
also began to be less accessible than usual ; 
and Peregnne had been obliged to dun the 
steward with repeated demands, before ho 
could finger the last quarter of his interest. 

Alarmed by these considerations, he went 
and consdted the nobleman whom ho had 
obliged in the affiiir of his son, and had tho 
mortification to hear but a very indifferent 
charhet^r of the person in whom he had so 
long corded. This ne\V adviser, who (though 
a courtier) was a rival of the other, gave our 
adventurer to understand, that .be had been 
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leaning" upon a broken reed ; that hia protb^sod I pect, that he waa very well informed of his 
patron was a man of a shattered fortune and | merit and attachment, and very mnch dispoe* 
decayed interest, which extended no farther j ed to convince him of the regard which he 
than a sniilo and a whisper; that, for hia own I paid to both; that till of late he did not know 
part, he should have been proud of an oppor- 1 the nature of his expectations, neither had 
lunity to iise his influence with the minister I he the power of creating posts for those whom 
in behalf of Mr Pickle— “but since you have | he was inclined to serve; but if Mr Pickle 
put yourself under the protection of another would chalk out any feasible method by which 
peer,’* said he, “ whose connexions interfere he could manifest his sentiments of friend- 
with mine, I cannot now espouse your cause, ship, he should not backward in executing 
without incurring the imputation of seducing the plan. ’ 

that nobleman’s adherents — a charge which, Peregrine, laying hold on this declaration, 
of all others, I would most carefully, avoid, mentioned several places which ho knew to 
However, I shall always be ready to assist be vacant; but the old evasion was still used; • 
you with my private advice, as a specimen one of them was not in his department of 
of which, I now counsel you to insist upon business, another had been promised to the 
having another interview with Sir Steady third son of a certain earl before the death 
Steerwcll himself, that you may in person ex- of the last possessor, and a third was encum- 
plain your pretensions, without any risk of b<sred with a pension that eat up a good half 
being misrepresented ; and endeavour, if poss- of ^the appointments. In short, such ob- 
ible, to draw him into some particular pro- structions were started to all his proposals 
mise, from which he cannot retract, with any as he could not possibly surmount, though he 
regard to Ids reputation; for general profess- plainly perceived tliey were no other than 
ion is a necessary armour worn by all minis- specious pretexts to cover the mortifying side 
ters in their own defence, against tlie impor- of a refusal. Exasperated, therefore, at this 
tunity of those whom they will not befriend, lack of sincerity and gratitude, — “ I can 
and would not disobjige.’’ easily foresee,” said he, “ that such difficul- 

This advice was so conformable to his own ties wdll never be wanting, when I have any 
sentiments, that our adventurer seized the thing to ask; and for that reason will save 
first opportunity to demand a hearing, and myselftho trouble of any farther application.” 

g lainly told his patron that, if he could not So saying, ho withdrew in a very abrupt raan- 
e inaulgod with that favour, he should look ner, breathing defiance and revenge. But 
upon his lordship’s influence to be very small, his patron, who did not think profier to drive' 
and liis own hopes to be alto^ther despe- him to extreinities, found moans to persuade 
rate; in which case he was resolved to dis- his honour to do something for 4he pacifica- 
pose of the mortgage, purchase an annuity, tion of the young man’s chmer; and that same 
and live independent. ♦ evening our adventurer received a message 

from his lordship, desiring to see him imme- 
diately. 

CHAPTER XCir. ' In consequence of this intihiation, Pickle 

j went to his house, and appeared before him 

He is indulged with a second audience Ity with a very cloudy aspect, which signified, 
the minister^ of whose sincerity he is ctm- to whom it might concern, that his temper, 
vinced — /J7ar pride and ambition revive, was at preaent too much galled4o endure re- 
and again arc mortified, . ^ proof; and therefore the sagacious peer for- 

« ' ^ bore to take him to tpsk for bis behaviour 

If the young gentleman’s money had been during the audience ho had obtained; but 
in other hands, perhaps the peer would have gave him to understand, that the minister, in 
been at very little pains, either in gratifying consideration of his services, had sent him a 
his demand, or opposing his revenge; but he note of three hundred pounds^ with a promise 
knew that the sale of the mortgage coidd of the like, sum yearly, until he could be other-, 
.hot be cffoclod without on inquiry, to- which wise provided for. This declaration in some 
; ho did not w ish to be exposed. He there- n^asure appeased the youth, who condescend- 
. fore employed his interest in procuring oWto accept the present; and,. next levee 
the solirited audience. sTMs being granted, day, niade his acknowledgement to^tte.dov 
; Perelpine, with gr^t warmth and elocution, nor, who favoured him with a- ahhlft of infi- 
expatiatod upon the injury his fortune had nite com;|^acency, which entirely discd^fed 
• sj^iflbrpq tile afl'ajf'oftbe borough, forwliich aU the rqitmins of his resentment t foif Ae he - . 
^ he had stood candidate; he took notice of could not possibly divine the true cause',. of 
"the disappointmeat liehad euslamed in the his bemg .temporixed with, he looked upon' 

. other et^tiom' remind^ him of the promises this condescension as an undoubted proof '.of 
with which- he had been amused, and, in con- Sir Steady’s sincerity, and .believed ’ 
elusion, desired to know what he had to ex- that, hO: would settle' him in spfoe . pliton' . 
pect from hia foyo^r. the first opportunity, itU&ec t^coc^Uue to 

having patiently heard him pay this plehsion out of his. owfi, nock^. ;.'In 
to ati end, irQp1iod, ;,w;ith gracious as- \ all prohahijity, lus prediction been ! 
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verifiedf ,ha4 not an unfbrpscen accident in a began to entertain some doiibte of his integ- 
inoment overwhelmed the bark of his interest rity: for, among the papers of the deceased, 
at court. , ' . which he had examined, there W^as no wri- 

Meanwh^, this 'short gleam of good for- ting, memorandum, or receipt, relating to 
tunc recalli^ the ideas of pride and ambition incumbrance. After a long pause oi stupeiac- 
which he had formerly cherished. His coun- tion„ Peregrine recollected himself so far^ to 
tenancc was again lifted up, his good hu- observe, that either he was e^egiously 
mour retrieved, and his mien re-exalted. In- taken, or tlie predecessor of lus lord, the 
deed, he began to be considered as a rising greatest villain upon earth. “ But, Mr What- 
man by his fellow dependents, who saw the d’yccallum,” said he, “you must give me 
particular notice with which he was favoured leave to tell you, that, your bare assertion ift 
at the public levee; and some of them, for this affair will by no means induce me to 
that reason, were at pains tp court his put up quietly with the loss of ton thousand i 
good graces. He n<y longer shunned his pounds.” 

former intiniates, with whom a good part of . Having thus expressed himscll, he retired 
ins fortune had been spent, but made up to from the house so discontented at this demur, 
Uiem in all places of public resort, with* the. that he scarce knew whether he moved upon 
same ease and familiarity as he had been used his head or heels ; and the Park chancing to 
to express, and even reimbarked in some of lie in his way, he sauntered about, giving 
their excesses, upon the strength of his aan- vent to a soliloquy, in praise of his departed 
guihe expectation. Cadwallader and he re- friend, the burden of which was a string of 
newed their consultations in the court of incoherent curses imprecated upon himself; 
ridicule; and divers exploits wore achieved, till his transports by degrees giving way to 
to the confusion of those who had sailed into his reflection, he deliberated seriously and 
the north of their displeasure. . sorrowfully upon his inisfortiine, and resolved 

But these enjoyments were soon interrupt- to consult lawyers without loss of time. But, 
ed by a misfortune^ equally fatal and unex- first of all, he proposed to wake personal ap- 
pccted; his noble patron was seized with an plication to the heir, who, by a candid repre- 
apoplectic fit, from which he was recovered sentation of the case, might be inclined to do 
by the physicians, that tliOy might despatch him justice. . 

him according to rule ; and, in two months In, consequence of this determination, lie 
after tlioy were called, he went the way of next morning put his writings in kis pocket, . 
all flesh. Peregrine was very much afilicted and went in a chair to the house of tho young 
at , this event, not only on account of his nobleman, to whom being admitted by virtue 
friendship for the deceased, to whom he of his appearance, and a small gratification 
thought himself under many and great obli- to the porter, he explained the whole affair, 
gations, but also because he feared that his corroborating his asgertious with the papers 
own interest would suffer a severe shock, by which ho produced, and describing the dis- 
the removal of this nobleman, whom he con- grace that would be entailed on the memory 
sidcred as its chief support. He put himself of the deceased, should he be obliged to seek 
therefore in mourning, out of regard to the redress in a public court of justice, 
memory of his departed friend, and exhibited The executor, who was a person of good 
genuine marks of sorrow and concern, though breeding, condoled with him upon his loss witii 
he had in reality more cause to grieve than ho great good-nature, tho’ugli he did not seem 
asyetima^ned. , much surprised at his account of the matter ; 

When quarter-day came about, he applied but wished, tfiat, since tlie fraud must have 
to the steward o( his lordship’s heir for the been committed, the damage had fallen upon 
interest bfhis money, as usual; arid the reader the first mortgagor who (he said) was a 
will readily own he had some reason to be thievish, usurer, grown rich by the distresses ■ 
surprised; when he was tpld he had no claim of his fellow-creatures. In answer to our 
either to principal ,or interest, Truejt is, hero’s remonstrances, he. observed, that hcj 
the manager talked ' very civilly as well as di^ not look upon himself as obli^d to pay 
sensibly On, the subject. “ Your appearance, thq least regard to tbe character of hie pre- 
sir,” said ha to Pickle, “ Screens you from decessor, who had used him with great bar- 
aH'suBpidienof .an itifendbd fraud; but the. barity and injustice, not only in excluding 
' mortage those Janfla ybu m^ frorn his countenance and assistrnce, 

grant^^'Saother pcrabii many years before, bjit also /in . prejudicing his inheritance as 
y<^k pretend have lent that sum ; and I much as Jay in his power; so that it could not , 
'Wo, this very ^mdrhlng,: paid one, quarter’s W reasonably expected that he would pay 
interest; ah appeara from this receipt, which ten thousand , pounds of his debt, for which 
'ybu tnay pertwefdryour eatieftctiOT “ . he had received no value. Percgniie, m 
■ Feregrifie was U this in- spite of his chagrin, could not help owning . 

fiinbationt' wbidh stripped of his all, that, .within hlipself, that there \v^as a good deal ot ^ 
he couIAiipt uto dne wori; a circus refiw?!* A ^ having given \ 

•that ditfnb great hononrtb Ws cbw^^^J’i®^ loose to hw' indignation, in the mostvioi^Wi 
,o>ipioh of the s)^]^ard^ho, ip gp^ against the defunct, he took hm ^ 
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Jeave of the complaisant heir, and had imme- 
diate recourse to the advice of counsel, who 
assured him that ; he had an excellent plea, 
and was accordingly retained in the. cause. , 

All these measures wem.taken in the drst 
vigour of his exertion, during which hie spi- 
rits were so fluttered with the diversity of 
passions produced by his mischance, that he 
Tiiistook tor equanimity that which was no 
other than intoxication ; and two wltole days 
elapsed, before he attained a due sense of his 
misfortune, Tlien indeed he underwent a 
woful sel^exainination ; every circumstance 
of the inquiry added fresh pangs tphis reflec- 
tion; and the result of the whole was a dia- 
covery, that hia fortune was totally consumed, 
and himself reduced to a state of the most 
deplorable dependence. This suggestion 
alone might (in the anguish of his despon- 
dency) have driven him to some desperate 
course, h&d it not been in some measure qual- 
ified by the confldcnce of his lawyers and the 
assurance of the minister, which (slender as 
the world hatli generally found them) were 
the only bulwarks between misery and him. 

The mind is naturally pliable, and, provid- 
ed it has the least liopc to lean upon, adapts 
itself wonderfully to the emergencies of for- 
tune, especially when the imagination is gay 
and luxuriant This was the cose with our 
adventurer; instead of indulging the melan- 
choly ideas which his loss inspired, he had 
recourse to the flattering delusions of hope, 
soothing iumself with unsubstantial plans of 
future greatness, and endeavouring to cover 
what was past with the veil of oblivion. 

After some hesitatioq, ho resolved to make 
Crabtree acquainted with his misfortune, that 
Once for all he might pass the ordeal of his 
satire, without subjecting himself to a long 
scries of sarcastic hints and douMful allu- 
sions, which he could not endure. He ac- 
<;ordingly took the first opportunity of telling 
him, that he was absolutely ruiiied by the 
perfidy of his patron, and desired that be 
would not aggravate his aflliction by those 
cynical remarks w’hich were peculiar to men 
ofhisinisaiilhropical disposition. Cadwalla- 
dcr listened to this declaration with in^rual 
surprise, which, however, produced no alte- 
ration in his countenance, and, after some 
pause, obsevvdd, that our hero had no reason 
to look for any new observation from him 
upon this eventifW’hkh he had long foreseen, 
•and daily evj cSed; and exhorted him, with 
ail ironical sneer, <te ‘console himself with 
the promise of the minister, who would doubt- 
less dfeebargq the^debts of his deceased boi 
sonffideBd, . - . 


CHAPTER XCIIT. , ^ ’ 

Peregrine emmii himself to the puUic', 
and is admitted^menibef of a college of 
^ authors. „ - 


Tku bitterness of this explanation being 
passed, our young gentleman began to revolve 
within himself schemes for making up the 
deficiencies of his yearly income^ which was 
now so grievously reduced, and determined . 
to profit, in some shape or other;, by those 
talents >vhich ho owed to nature and' educa- 
tion. He had, in his affluence, heard ^f se- 
veral autliors, who, without any pretensions 
to genius, or humane literature, earned a very 
nteel subsistence by undertaking work for 
oksellers, in which reputation was not at all 
concerned. One (for example) professed all 
manner of translation, at so much per sheet, 
and actually kept five or six amanUehses Con- 
tinually employed, like so many clerks in a 
counting-house; by which means' he was en- 
abled to live at his ease, and enjoy his friend 
and Jiis bottle, ambitious of no other charac- 
ter than that of an honest man and a good 
neighbour. Another projected a variety of 
plans for new dictionaries, which were exe- 
cuted under his eye by day-labourers ; and 
the province of a third was history and voy- 
ages, collected or abridged by understrappers 
of the same class. 

Mr Pickle, in his comparisons, paid such 
deference to his own capacity, as banished 
all doubts of hie being able to excel any of 
those undertakers in their different branches 
of profession, if ever lie should be driven to 
that e.xperiment ; — but his ambition prompt- ‘ 
ed him to make his interest and glory coin- 
cide, by attempting some performance which 
should do him houu u* with the public, and 
at the same lime establish his importance . 
among the copy-purchasers in town. With 
this view ho worshipped the muse ; and cort- 
scious of the little regard which is, in this 
age, paid to every species of poetic compo- 
sition, in which neither satire nor obscenity 
occurs, he produced an imitation of Juvenal, . 
and lashed somo conspicuous characters, with 
equal truth, spirit, and severity. Though 
bis name did not appear in the title-page of 
this production, he managed matters so, a.s 
that the work was universally imputed to the ’ 
true author, who was not altogether disap- 
pointed in bis expectations of success ; for the 
impression was immediately sold of^ and the 
piece became the subject of conversation in 
all assemblies of taste. 

This happy exordium not .only attracted 
the addresses of the booksellers, who . made 
interest for has acquaintance, but glso roused 
the notices of a ' society of author^, Who styled 
themselvOs the College, from wJndh l^e wits,' 
honoured with a deputation,.ofirerihg to enrol 
him a member by unanimouB coi^eiil..'v. 
person^tniiloyed fortius purpose being a. bard 
whqjbad formerly tasted of our hero*it bounty, 
used a!! h^. eloquence jtp persuade him to 
coniply with the advanpe.s of ’the^friLtprhityi , 
whi^ he described in such a hHmuer M Jn- 
flanied the^ curiosity of PichlOji who 
the ambaj^dor, v/ith an kcknoWle^BjwHt of- 
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the great honour they conferred upon him, 
and a feithful proinieo of . endeavouring to 
merit the continuance of their aptirobation. 

He was ahierwardd. by the same minittor, 
instructed in the ceremonies of the college; 
and, in consequence .of his intbrmation, com- 
posed an ode, to be publicly recited on the 
evening, of his Introduction.' He understood 
thdt this epn^tutioh was no other than a 
body Of ,fiLUt^or$, incorporated by mufual con- 
sent, for their joint advantage and satisfac- 
tion ; opposed to another assembly of tlie 
same kind, their avowed enemies and detrac- 
tors. No wonder, then, tliat they sought to 
strengthen themselves with such a valuable 
acquisition as our hero was like to prove. 
The college consisted of authors only, and 
these of all degrees in point of reputation, 
from the fabricator of a song set to music, 
and sung at Marybone, to the dramatic bard 
who had appeared in buskins upon the stage; 
nay, one of the members ha3 actually hnish- 
.*cd eight books of an epic poem, for {he pub- 
lication of which he was at that time solicit- 
ing subscriptions. 

It cannot be supposed that such a congre- 
gation of the sons of Apollo would sit a whole 
evening with order and decorum, unless they 
' were under the check of some established au- 
thority; and this inconvenience having been 
foreseen, they had elected a president, vested 
With full power to silence any member or 
members that should attempt to disturb the 
harmony and subordination of the whole. 
The sage, who at this time possessed the 
chair, was a person in years, whose counte- 
nance was .a lively portraiture of that ran- 
corous discontent which follows repeated 
damnation. He had been extremely unfortu- 
nate in his theatrical productions, and was 
(to use the. words of a profane wag, who as- 
sisted at the condemnation of his last play) 
.by this time , dtfmned htyond retlemption, 
Neyortheless, he still tarried about the skirts 
’ of Parnassus, translating some of the classics, 

' and writing miscellanies; and, by dint of an 
• invincible assurance, supercilious insolence, 
the most, undaunted virulence of tongue, and 
some knowle^e.of life, he made shin to ac- 
quire and maintain the character of a man of 
leamng and wit, in . the opiniou of people 
who had neither ; that is, thirty-nine in forty 
of those ijirith' whom he associated himself, 
He.was e^enJpoked uppin in this light by 
.' some few pf the college; ttmiigh the major 
' pA 6ftlia8e,Vho favoured hi |9 election were 
such lie drived hi# ihalice« .mpecte^ hijs ex- 
periencC and seniority, qr hated competi- 

" toir, who wtoj tjhe epic * 

chief end ^ this society (as I have! 
alreoj^; hinted) ^as tq assil^/ end support | 
qach'otlier in their productions, which theyj 
mutually rebommendedtOj^C, 
‘^a 4 jai)d)nflueiiee» iidt only in private convert 
>satiq4 but also in Odeiasional epigrams, eriti- j 
V a^verti^ ineerted in tfte; 


public papers. This science, ^hichis known, 
by the viilgar appollatjfon af puffings 'tltey 
carried to such a pitch of finesse, that ’iin 
author very often wrote an abusive "apsw cr 
to his own performance, in order. to inflahie 
the curiosity of the town, by which it had' 
.been overlooked. Notwithstanding this ge- 
neral unanimity in the college, a privaiq 
animosity had long subsisted between tiie' 
.two rivals 1 have mentioned, on account of 
precedence, to which both laid claim, thouglii^ 
by a majority of votes, it hod been di^cided m 
favotir of the present chairman. The grudge 
indeed never proceeded to any degree of 
outrage or defiance, but manifested itisclf, at 
every meeting, in attempts to eclipse each 
other in smart sayings and pregnant repar- 
tee ; so that there was always a delicate mess 
of this kind of wit. served up in the front ^of ! 
the eveiiing, for the entertainment and 
example of the junior members, who never 
failed to divide upon tJiis occasion, declaring 
themselves for one or other of the combat- • 
ants, whom they encouraged by their IooIcf, 
gestures, and applause, according to the cir. 
cumstances of the dispute. ^ 

This honourable consistory was held in 
the best room of an ale-house, which afford- 
ed wine, punch, or beer, suitable to the purse 
or inclination of every individual, who se- 
parately paid for his own choice ; — and iiere 
was our hero introduced in the midst of 
twenty strangers, who, by their looks aiul 
equipage, formed a very picturesque variety.. 
He was received with a most gracious so- 
lemnity, and placed upon the right hand 
of the president, who*, liaving commanded 
silencci recited aloud his introductory ode, . 
which met with universal approbation. 
Then was tendered to him the customary 
oath, obliging him to consult the honour and 
advantage of the society as far as it should 
lie in hU power, in every station of. life; and 
this being taken, bis temples ivere bound 
with a wreath of luiirel, wliicli was kept 
sacred for such inauguration. 

When these rites were p^formed with all 
due ceremony, the new member cast .his 
eyes around .the pldc^, and took a more ac- . 
curate survey lOf Jws. brethren, among whom, 
he obseryefi’ a^i^ange collection of periwigs.' 
vyith re^ra to irthe colour, fashions, and di- 
mensions, which wereeuch as he had never 
seen before.' Those who sat on each' side, 
i^earc^t the preddent, were generally dis- 
tinguished by venerable ties, the foretops of 
which exhibited a surprising diversity ; some 
ef them xose slanting ba^ wards, like'tlie 
Itlaoisof a fortification; some were elevated' 
m two distinct eminences, like the hills He- 
licon and Paxnassos ; |and others were curled, 
and reflected* as th^ horns of Jupiter Am- 
tootii '.Next to these, the 'majors took place, 
many of which wore mere succedanea, made 
by thh.apj>HcatiQti’Ojr an occasional rose to:-, 
the tnilofa l|mk bob; and in the loyfet fotw* 
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appeared masses of hair, which would admit 
of no description. 

Their clothes were tolerably. well suited to 
the furniture of their beads, the apparel of 
the upper bench being decent and dean, 
while that of the second class was thread- 
bare and soiled; and, at the lower end of the 
room, he perceived divers efforts made to 
conceal their rent breeches and dirty linen; 
nay, he could distinguish by their countca- 
ances the different kinds of poetry in which 
they exercised tiie muse : lie saw Tragedy 
conspicuous in a grave solemnity^ of Tegard, 
Satire louring in a frown of envy ana dis- 
content, Elegy whining in a funei^ aspect. 
Pastoral dozing in a most insipid languor of 
lace, Ode-writing delineated in a distracted 
stare, and Ejjigram squinting with a pert 
sneer. I^erhaps our hero refined too much 
in his penetration, when he affirmed, that 
over and above these discoveries, he could ' 
plainly perceive Iho slate of every one’s 
finances, and would have undertaken to have 
guessed each particular siim, without vary- 
ing three farthings from the truth. 

Tho conversationt instead of becoming I 
general, began to fall into parties ; and the , 
epic poet had actually attracted the attention 
of a private committee, when the chairman 
interposed, calling aloud, — **No cabals, no 
conspiracies, gentlemen.” His rival think- 
ing it incumbent upon him to make some 
reply to this rebuke, answered,— ‘‘ We have 
no secrets ; ho that hath ears, let him hear.” 
This was spoken as an intimation to the 
company, wdiosc looks were instantly whet- 
ted witii tho expectation of their ordinary 
meal; but the preBidont seemed to decline 
the. contest; for, without putting on his 
lighting face, he calmly replied, that he had 
seen Mr Metaphor tip the wink, and whisper 
to one of Ills confederates, and thence judg- 
ed, that there was something mysterious on 
the carpel. 

The epic poet, believing his antagonist 
crestfallen, resolved to toko the . advantage 
of his dejection, that he might enhance his 
own character in the opinion of the stranger; 
and, with that view, asked; with an air of 
exultation, if a mau might not be allowed to 
have a convulsion in his eye, without being 
suspected of a conspiracy ! The president, 
perceiving his drift, and piqued at his pre- 
suii'.ption, — “To be sure,” said he, “ a man 
of a weak may be very well supposed 
to have convulsions ii: fns eyes.” This re- 
partce produced a laugh of triumph among 
the chairman’s adherents; one of whom ob- 
serv'ed, tliat his rival had got a smart rap oh 
tho pate. ** Yes,” replied the bard, *Mn that 
. respect Mr Chairman has the advantage of 
me. Had mv head been fortified with a 
hornwork, 1 should not have been so sensible 
||f >lhG stroke*” This retort, which carried 
IPI severe allusion to the president’s wife, 
lighted up the countenances of the aggress- 


or’s ftiends, which had begun to be a little 
obumbrated ; and had a contra^ effect Upon 
the other faction, till their chief, collecting- 
all 'his capacity, returned the salute, by ob- 
serving that there was no occasion for a 
hom-work, when the coyered-way was not 
worth defending, 

Such a reprisal upon Mt Metaphor’s yoke- 
fellow, who was by no means remarkable 
for her beauty, could not fail to operate upon 
the hearers ; and as for the bard himself, he 
was evidently ruffled by the reflection; to 
which, however, he, without hesitation, re- 
plied, — “Egad! ’tis my opinion, that if your 
covered way was laid open, few people would 
venture to give the assault.” “Not unless 
their batteries were more effectual than the 
fire of your wit,” said the president. “As 
for that matter,” cried the other with preci- 
pitation, “ they would have no occasion to 
batter in broach ; they would find the angle 
of the lapucelle bastion demolished to Iheir 
hands: he! he!” “But I believe it would 
surpass your understanding,” resumed the 
chairman, “to fill up the fosse.** “ That, I 
own, is impracticable,” replied the hard, 
there I should- meet with an hiatus maxime 
deflendus /** 

The president, exasperated at this insinu- 
ation, in presence of the new member, ex- 
claimed, with indignation in his looks, — 
“ and yet, if a body of pioneers were set at 
work upon your skull, they would find rub- 
bish enough to cliokr' up all the common 
sewers in town.” Heie a groan was uttered 
by the admirers of tho epic poet, who, taking 
a pinch of snuff with great composure,-— 
“when a man grows scurrilous,” said- ho, “I 
take it for an undoubted proof of his over- 
throw.” “If that be the case,” cried the 
other, “you yourself must be the vanquished 
party,- for you was the first that was driven 
to personal abuse.” “I appeal,” answered 
the bard, “ to those who ran distinguish — 
Gentlemen, your judgment.” 

This reference produced an Universal cla- 
mour, and the whole college was involved in 
confusion. Every man entered into dispute 
with his neighbour on the merits, of this 
cause. The chairman interposed bis author- 
ity in vain ; tjie noise grew louder and louder; 
the disputants waxed warm ; the epithets of 
blockhead^ foolf and were bandied 

about. Peregrine enjoyed the uproar, and, 
leaping upon the table, sounded the charge 
to battle, which was immediately commen- 
ced in ten different duels. The lights were 
extipguished ; the combatants thrashed one 
another without distinction ; the mischievous 
Pickle distributed sundry, random blows in 
the dark ; and the people below, being 
alarmed with the sound of application, the 
overturning of chairs, and the outcries of 
those who vrere engaged, ,came up stairs in a 
body with hghts to reconnoitre, and, if poss- 
ible, quell this hideous tumult. 
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Objects were no sooner rendered visible, 
than the field of battle exhibited strange 
groups of the standing and the falleii. Each 
of Mr Metaphor’s eyes was surrounded with 
a circle of a livid hue ; and the president’s 
nose distilled a quantity of clotted blood. 
• One of the tragic authors, finding himself 
assaulted in the dark, had, by way of a 
poniard, employed upon his adversary’s throat 
a knife which lay upon the table, for the con- 
venience of cutting cheese ; but, by the bless- 
ing of God, the edge of it was not keen 
enough to enter the skin, w'hich it had only 
scratched in divers places. A satirist had 
almost bit off the ear of a lyric bard. Shirts 
and neckcloths were torn to rags ; and there 
was such a woful wreck of periwigs on the 
floor, that no examination could adjust the 
property of the owners, the greatest part of 
whom were obliged to use liandkcrchiefs by 
way of nightcaps. 

. The fray, however, ceased at the approach 
of those who interposed ; part of the com- 
batants being tired of an exercise in which 
they had received nothing but hard blows ; 
part of them being intimidated by the re- ! 
monstrances of the landlord and his com- 
pany, who threatened to coll the watch ; and 
a very few being ashamed of the scandalous 
dispute in which they were detected. But 
though the battle was ended, it was imposs- 
ible, for that evening, to restore harmony 
and good order to the society, which broke 
up, after the president had pronounced a 
short and confused apology to our adven- 
turer, for the indecent which’ had un- 

fortunately happened on tl.o first night of 
his admission. 

Indeed, Peregrine deliberated with him- ! 
self, whether or not his reputation would ! 
allow him to appear again among this vener- ' 
able fraternity; but, as he knew some of 
them to be men of real genius, how ridicu- 
lous soever their carriage might be modified, 
and was of that laughing disposition, which 
is always seeking food for mirth, as Horace 
observes of Philippus, 

Risus nndiquc quserit ; 

he resolved to fr^uent the college, notwith- 
standing this accident which happened nt bis 
inauguration ; being thereto, moreover,' in- 
duced by his desire of knowing the private 
liistory of the stage, with which he supposed 
some of the members perfectly well acquaint- 
ed. He was also visited, before the next 
meeting, by' his introductory who assured 
him, that such a tumult had never happened 
since the first institution of the assembly, 
till that very night ; and promised, that, for 
the future, he should have no cause to be 
, scandalized at their behaviour. 

Persuaded by ih^e motives and. assur- 
ances, he trusted himself once 'more in the 
midst of their community, and every thing 
proceeded with great decorum ; all dispute 
■ S'O '' 


j and altercation were avoided, and the college 
j applied itself seriously to the purposes of its 
meeting, namely, to hear the grievances of 
individuals, and assist them with salutary 
advice.- The first person that craved redrpse 
was a noisy Nortli Briton, who complained, 
in a strange dialect, that he had, in the be- 
ginning of the season, presented a comedy 
to the manager of a certain theatre, who, 
after it had lain six weeks in his hands, re,* 
turned it to the author, aflirming there was 
neither senge nor English in the perfonn- 
anec. 

The president, who, by-lhe-by, h-xd revis- 
ed the piece, thinking his own reputation 
concerned, declared, in presence of the whole 
society, that, with regard to sense, he would 
not undertake to vindicate the production ; 
but, in point of language, no fault could be 
justly laid to its charge: “The case, how- 
ever, is very plain,” said lie ; “the manager 
never gave himself the trouble to peruse the 
play, but formed a judgment of it from the 
conversation of the author, never dreaming 
that it had undergone the revisol of an Eng- 
lish writer : bo that as it will, you are infi- 
nitely obliged to him for having dispatched 
you so soon, and I shall have the better opin- 
ion of him for it so long as I live ; for I liave 
known othergnisc authors than you, that is, 
in point of interest and fame, kept in con- 
tinual attendance and dependence during the 
best part of their lives, and, after all, disap- 
pointed in tlie expectation of seeing ^cir 
performances exhibited on the stage.” 

. CIIArfER XCIV. 

FHirther proceedings of the college. 

This affair was no sooner discussed, than 
another gentlenian exhibited a complaint, 
signifying, that he had undertaken to trans- 
late into English a certain celebrated author, 
who had been cruelly mangled Iiy former at- 
tempts ; and that, as soon as his design took 
air, the proprietors of those miserable tr.ans. 
lations had endeavoured to prejudice his 
work, by industrious insinuations, contrary 
to truth and fair dealing, importing, that he 
did not understand one word of the langu^j 
wliich he pretended to translate . Tliis oeing 
a case that nearly concerned the greatest 
part of the audience, it was taken into seri- 
ous deliberation : some observed, that it was 
not only a malicious effort against the plain- 
tiff, but also a spiteful advertisement to the 
public, tending , to promote an inquiry , into 
the abilities of all other translators, few of 
^hom, it was well known, were so qualified 
as to stand the test of such examination. 
Others said, that over and 'above this con- 
sideration, which ought to have its due 
weight with the college, there was a necesiS- 
ity tor concerting pleasures to humble the 
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presumption of booksellers, who had, flfptri 
time iiuintniorial, taken all opportunities to 
oppress and ensJaye their authors ; not only 
, by limiting men of genius to ttic wages of 
journeymen tailors, without even allowing 
t hem one sabbath in the week, but also in 
taking such advantages of I heir necessities 
as were inconsistent with justice and hu- 
rnanity. “PV example,” said one of the 
nicmbers, “after 1 myself had acquired a 
little reputation with tSe town, 1 was caress, 
ed by one. .of tlu>se tyrants, who ^professed a 
friendship for me, and even supplied me with 
rnoney, according to the exigences of my 
situation ; so that 1 looked upon him as the 
mirror of disinterested benevolence; and 
had he known my disposition, and treated 
mo accordingly, I should have' written for him 
upon his own terms. After 1 had used his 
friendship in tlii.s manner for some time, I 
happened to have occasion' for a small sum 
of money, and with great confidence rqade 
another application to my good friend ; when 
all of a sudden he put a stop to hih generosi- 
ty, refused to accommodate me in tlie most 
abrupt, and mortifying style; and though I 
was at tliat time pretty far advanced Tn a 
wo.rk for his benefit, which was a sufficient 
security for wdiat I owed him, he roundly 
asked, how I proposed to pay the money 
which ! had already borrowed! Thus was I 

used like a young w just copie upon the 

town, whom tlio bawd allows to run into’ her 
debt, that, she may have it in her power to 
oppress her at pleasure ; and if the sufferer 
complains, she is treated like the mo.st un- 
grateful wretch upon earth; and tliat too 
with silch appearance of reason, as may 
easily mislead an unconcerned spectator. 

* You unthankful drab!’ she will say, ‘didn’t 
T take you into ihy house when you hadn’t a 
shill to your back, a petticoat to your tail, 
nor a morsel of bread to put into your belly! 
Ila’nt I cJptbed you from head to foot like a 
gentlewoman, supported you with board, 
lodging, and all necessaries, till your own 
e.\‘lravngance hath brouglit y<!)u into distress ; 
and now you have the impudence, you nasty, 
stinking, brimstone bungaway! to say you 
arc hardly dealt with, when I demand no 

more than my own!’ Thus the w and 

the author are equally oppressed, and even 
J(?ft w’LthvJut the mehadioly privilege of com- 
plaining; so tb-'t^ey are &m to subscribe to 
such terms as uieif credit shall' please to 
.impotoe,” , 

Thv?;ilhi«tratiou operated so powerfully 
upon ' pnvictioi^^ and resentment of the 
wdjold’ epflqg^, that revenge was universally 
denoim'ced against those who had aggrieved 
the plaintiff ; "and, after some debate, it was 
agreed, tha!t he should iViake a now transla- 
tion of some qtlicr daleablo book, inopposi- 
tion to a former belonging to the de- 

Hr.pients, ttn<!l print ;lt in sd^h asmallsrae 
as would enable hiiatp dhdprsell their proper- 


ty ; and that this new translation should be 
recommended and introduced into the world 
with the whole art and influence of the 
society. . ‘ 

This affair being settled to the satisfkction 
of all present, an author of some character 
stood up, and craved the advice and assist- 
anco of his fellows, in punishing a certain 
nobleman of great pretensions to taste, who, 
in consequence of a production which this 
gentleman had ushered into tlic world with 
universal applause, not only desired, but even ' 
eagerly courted his acquaintance. “He in- 
vited me to his house,” Said he, “where I 
was overwhelmed with civility and profess- 
ions of friend.ship. He insisted upon my 
treating him as an intimate, and calling upon 
him at all hours, without ceremony; he made 
ire promise to breakfast with him at least 
three times a- week : in short, I looked upon 
myself as very fortunate, in meeting with 
such advances from a man of his interest 
and reputation, wlio had it in his powbr 
to befriend me effectually in my passage 
through life ; and, that I might not give him 
any cause to think I neglected his friend- 
ship, I went to his house in tw^o days, with 
a view of drinking chocolate, according to 
appointment ; but he had been so much fa- 
tigued with- dancing at an assembly over 
night, that his valet-de-chambre would not 
venture to wake him so early j and I left my’ 
compliments to his lordsliip, with a perform- 
ance in manuscript, which he had expressed 
a most eager desire to peruse. I repcatcd 
my visit next morning, that his impatience 
to see me might not have some violent effect 
upon his constitution ; and received a mess- 
age from his minister, signifying, that he had 
been highly entertained with the manuscript 
I had left, a great part of which he had read, 
but was at present so busy in contriving a,‘ 
proper dress for a private masqucracle, which 
would be given that same evening, that be, 
could not have the pleasure of my company 
at breakfast. This was a feasible excuse, 
which I admitted accordingly, and in a day 
or two appeared again^ when his lordship 
was partipularly engird. This might poss- 
ibly be the case ; and therefore I relume^ 
the fpnith time, in hopes of finding him ' 
more at leisure ; but he had gone out about 
half an hour before my arrival, and left my 
performance with his valct-de-chambre, who 
assured me,, that his lord had perused it with 
infinite pleasure. Perhaps I might have .re- 
tired very well satisfied; with thid declaration, 
had not I in my. passage througltthe haJl.l, 
heard onfe of the footmen upon the top o,f 
the stair-case pronounce with an ftudible 
voice, — ^‘Will your lordship please at 
homoyhen he calls!’ ft is not sup^ 
posed tha^ I was pleased' at this discovery, 
which, t no Bobner made;thra,tur^gto niy. 
conduetbr, f I And,’ said I, * his . lordfiil^ip w 
dijsposf^ to be abroad to mob people ^than 
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me this mornii^.* The fellow (though u i 
vsJet-do-chainhre) blushed ot this observation; j 
and I withdrew, not a little irritated at the 
peer’s disingenuity, and fully resolved to 
spare him my visits for the future. It was 
not long after this1:>ccasion, that 1 happened 
to meet him in the Park ; and being naturally 
civih I could not pass him without a saluta- 
tion of the hat, which he returned in the 
most distant manner, though we were both 
splitary, and not a soul within view ; and 
wlien that very performance, which he had 
applauded so warmly, was lately published by 
subscription, he did not bespeak so much as 
one copy. I have often reflected with 
wonder upon 'this inconsistency in his con- 
duct. I never courted his patronage, nor 
indeed thought of his name, until he made 
« interest for my acquaintance ; and if he was 
disappointed in rny conversation, why did he 
press me so much to further connexion?” 

“ The case is very clear,” cried the chair- 
man, interrupting liini, “ he is one of those 
connoisseurs who set up for .taste, and value 
themselves upon knowing all men of genius, 
whom they would be thought to assist in 
their productions. 1 will lay an evon bet 
with any man, that his lordship, on the 
strength of that slender interview, together 
with the opportunity of having seen your 
performance in manub'cript, has already hint- 
ed to every company in which he is convers- 
ant, ‘ that you solicited his assistance in re- 
.touching the piece, which you have now of- 
' ferod to the public, and that he was pleased 
to favour you with his advice, but found you 
obstinately bigoted to your own opinion, in 
some points relating to those, ve^ passages 
which have not met with the approbation of 
the town. As for his caresses, there. was 
nothing at all extraordinary in his behaviour. 
By Umt time you have lived to my age, you 
will not be surprised to. see a courtier’s pro- 
mise and performance of a different com- 
plexion ; not but that I would willingly act 
as an auxiliary in your resentment.” 

The opinion of the president was strength- 
ened by the concurrence of all the members ; 
and all ' other complaints and memorials 
being deferred till another sitting, the college 
proceeded ta an exercise of wit, which was 
-generally performed once every fortnight, 
with a view to promote the expectoration 
of genius. The subject was occasionally 
chosen by the chinirman, who opened the 
game wim some shrewd remark naturally 
arising from the conversation ; and then the 
ball was tossed about, from one corner of the 
room to the other, according to the motions 
of the spirit. 

That the reader may have a just idea of 
. this teport, and of the aibilities of those who 
carried it on, I shall repeat the sallies of this 
^ evening, according to the order and.success- 
* ion in which they escaped. One .of the 
obsei^ing that Mr Metaphor was 


absent, was told by the person who sat next 
to him, that the poet had foul weather at 
heme, and could not stir abroad. ** What ?” 
(said the president interposing, with the 
signal upon his countenance) ** is he wind- 
bound in port?” “ Winebound, I suppose,” 
cried another. “ Hooped with wine ! a 
strange metaphor!” said the third. “Not 
if he has got into a hogshead,” answered the 
fourth. “ The hogshead will sooner get into 
him,”— replied a tifth, — “it must bo a tUn 
or an ocean. ” “ No wonder, tlu'ii, if bo 
should be overwhelmed,” said a sixtli. “ Jf 
he should,” cried a seventh, “ he will cast tip 
when his gall breaks.” “ That must be very 
soon,” roared an eighth, “ for it has been long 
ready to burst.” “ No, no,” observed ;i 
ninth, “he’ll stick fast at the bottom, ta!;e 
my word for it ; he has a natural alacriifj 
m sinking.** “And yet,” remarked a tr uth, 
“I^have seen him in the clouds.” “Thou 
was he cloudy, I suppose,” cried the olevcntli: 

so dark,” replied the other, “ that his mean- 
ing could not be perceived.” “ For all I bat,” 
said the twelfth, “he is easily seen through.” 

You talk,” answered the thirteenth, “as if 
his head was made of glass.” “ No, no," 
cried a fourtoenth, “his bead is made of 
more durable stuff; it will bond boforo it 
breaks.” “Yet I.have seen it broken,” re- 
sumed the president. “Did yon perceive 
any wit come out at the hole ?” said tmotlier. 
^His wit,” rfjplicd the chairman, “is too 
subtile to bo perceived.” 

A third mouth was just opened, when the 
exercise was suddenly interrupted by the 
dreadful cry of fire,Vhich issued from tlio 
kitchen, and involved the whole college in 
confusion. Every man endeavourjng to hv 
the first in making hia exit, the door and 
passage were blocked up; each individual 
was pommelled by the person that happened 
to be behind him. This communication 
produced noise and exclamation ; clouds of 
smoko rolled upwards into the a{)artmcnt, 
and terror sat on every brow ; when Pere- 
grine, seeing no prospect of retreating by 
the door, opened one of the windows, and 
fairly leaped into the street^ where he found 
a crowd of people assembled to contribute 
their assistance in extinguishing the flames. 
Several members of the college followed his 
example, and happily accomplished their 
escape : the chairman himself, being unwill- 
ing to use the same expedient, stood ttenib- 
ling on the brink of descent, dubious of Jiis 
own agility, and dreading the cotisequcnce 
of such a leap, when a chair happening to 
pass, he laid hold on the opportunity, and by 
an exertion of his muscles, pitched upon the 
top of the carriage, which was immediately 
overturned in the kennd, to the grievous 
annoyance of the fare, which happened to be 
a certain effeminate beau, in full dress, on 
his way to a private assembly. 

This phantom, hearing the noise overhead. 
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and feeling the shock of being overthrown 
at the Kaint-* time, tliought that some whole 
teneiricnt iiad fallen upon the chaiV, and, in 
the terror of being crushed to pieces, uttered 
n scream, which the populace supposed to 
proceed from the mouth of a woman ; and 
therefore went to his assistance, while tlie 
chairmen, instead of ministering to his oc- 
casions, no sooner recollected themselves, 
than they ran in pursuit of their overthrovver, 
wlio, being accustomed to escape from bail, 
life,- (Jived into a dark alley, and vanishing 
in a tnce, was iint visible to any living soul, 
until lie appeared next day on Tower-hill. 

The humane part of the -mob, who bestir- 
red themselves tor the relief of the supposed 
lady, no so(mer {wreeived their mistake in 
the appearanci? of the beau, who stared 
around liirn with horror and affright, than 
thoir compassion was changed into mirth, 
and they began to pass -a great many un- 
savoury jokes upon his misfortune, which 
they now discovered no inclination to al- 
leviate ; and he found himself very uncomfort- 
ably beset, when Picklt?, pitying his situa- 
tion, interposed in his behalf, and prevailed 
upon the chairmen to carry him into tlie 
house of an apothecary in the neighbour- 
Imod, to whom his mischance proved a very 
Tidvantageous accident; for the fright operat- 
ed so violently upon his nerves, that he was 
seized with a delirium, and lay a whole fort- 
night deprived of his senses ; during which 
period he was not neglected in •point of me- 
diciri('3, food, and attendance, but royally 
regaled, as appeared by the contents of his 
' landlord’s bill. ^ 

Our adventurer having seen this unfortu- 
nalo beau safely lioua(?d, returned to the 
scone of the other calamity, which, as it was 
no other than a foul chimney, soon yielded 
to the endeavours of the family, and was 
Iwppjjy overcome, without any other bad 
oonsequenco than that of alanninglhe neigh- 
bours, disturbing 'the college, and disorder- 
ing the brain of a beau. 

Eager to be acquainted with the particular 
c^onstitutions of a society which seemed to 
open upon him by degrees, Mr Pickle did 
' not fail to appear at the next ineedug, when 
several petitions were laid before the board, 
in behalf of those members who were eon- 
hned in the prisons of the Fleet, Marshalsea, 

. and King’s Bench. ^ As those unhappy au- 
thors expected . nothing from their brethren 
‘ but advice an ’ l^ood offiecsi which did not 
concern the purse, tho:inem(>rials were con- 
sidered with great care and humanity ; and 
upon this occasion. Peregrine had it in his 
power to mauifest his importance to the com- 
inunity; for he happened to bo acquainted 
with the -creditor of one of the prisoners, and 
. knew that gentleman’s severity was owing 
to his resentment at the behaviour of the 
debtor, who had lampooned him in print, 
because ho reftised to comply with a fresh 


demand, after he had lent him money to the 
amount of a considerable sum. Our young 
gentleman, therefore, understanding that the 
author was penitent, and di^^posed to make a 
reasonable submission, promised to. employ 
h}s influence with the creditor towards an . 
accommodation ; and in a few days actually 
obtained his release. 

The social duties being dischar^d, the^ 
conversation look a general turn, ana severar 
new productions were freely criticised ; those 
especially which belonged to authors who 
were either unconnected with, or unknowrf 
to the college. Nor did the profession of 
stage-playing escape the cognizance of the 
assembly ; a deputation of the most judicious 
members being sent weekly to each theatre, 
with a view of making remarks upon the per- 
formance of the actors. The censors for the 
preceding week were accordingly called upon 
to give in their report ; and the play which 
they had reviewed was the Revenge, 

“ MrQ, — said the second censor, “ take 
him all in all, is certainly the most complete 
and unblemished performer that ever appeared 
on our stage, notwithstanding the blind ado- 
ration which is paid to his rival. I went two 
nights ago, w'ith an express design, to criticis(j 
his action : I could find no room for censure, 
but infinite subject for admiration and ap- 
plaiisCk In Pierre is great, in Othello 
excellent, but in Zanga beyond all imitation. 
Over and above the distinctness of pronun- 
ciation, the dignity of attitude, and express- 
ion of face, his gestures are so just and sig- 
nificant, that a man, Uiough utterly bereft of 
the sense of hearing, might, by seeing him 
only, understand the meaning of every word 
lie speaks ! Sure nothing can be more ex- 
quisite than his manner of telling Isabella 
how Alonzo behaved, when he found the 
incendiary letter which he had dropt by the 
Moor’s direction ; and when, to crown his 
vengeance, he discovers himself to be the 
contriver of all the tnischiof that had happen- 
ed, he manifests a perfecyt masterpiece of 
action, in pronouncing these Tour little mono- 
syllables, know then, ■ 

Peregrine having eyed the critip; some 
minutes, “ I fancy,” said ho, “ your praise 
must be ironical, because, in the very two , 
situations you mention, 1 think I have seen 
that player out-herod Herod, or, in other 
words, .exceed all his other extravagances. 
The intention of the author is, that the Moor 
should cdromonicate to his confidant a piece - 
of iiifiirmation contained in a few lines, which, 
doubtless, ought to be repeated with an air of 
cageme^ and satisfaction, not with the ridi- 
cumus grimace of a monkey, to which, me* 
thought, his action bore an intimate ;|^eih- 
blanqOf in uttering this plain sentence,^ ■ 

' -h e took it up ; 

But scarce was it unfohM to his sight/ 

When he, as if an arrow pieroM his eye,,, 
Started, and trembling dropt it pu the 
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In pronouncing the ' first two words, this 
egregious totor' stoops down, and seems to 
take up soifii^lng from the stage, then pro- 
ceeding tO'it^port what folloi^^ mimics the 
manner of unfolding a letter ; when he meti- 
tions the simile of an arrow piercing the eye, 
he darts his fore-fiiiger towards that organ, 
then recoils, with , great violence, when the 
Word smarted is expressed; arid when he 
comes to trembling dropt it on the ground, 
he throws all his limbs into a tremulous mo- 
tion, and shakes the imaginary paper from 
his hand. The latter part of the description 
is carried on with the some minute gesticu- 
lation, while he says, 

Pale and aghast awhile my victim stood, 
BisguisM a sigh or two, and pufTd them from him; 
Then rubb*d his brow, and took it up again. 

The player’s countenance assumes a wild 
stare j he sighs twice most piteously, as if he 
were on the point of suffocation, scrubs . his 
forehead, and, bending his body, apes the 
action of snatching an object from the floor. 
Nor is this dexterity of dumb-show omitted, 
when ho concludes his imitation m these 
three linos ; 

At first he looked as if he meant to read it ; . 
liut, cheekM by rising fears, he crush’d it thus, 
And thrust it like an adder, in his bosom. 

Here the judicious performer imitates the 
confusion and concern of Alonzo, seems ,to 
cast his eyes upon something, from which 
they are immediately withdrawn with' horror 
and precipitation, then shutting his fist with 
a violent squeeze, as if lie intended to make 
immediate application to Isabella’s nose, he 
. rams it in his own bosom, with all the horror 
and agitation of a thief taken in the manner. 
Were the player debarred the use of speech, 
and obliged to act to the eyes only of the 
audience, this mimicry miglit be a necessary 
conveyance of his moaning : but when he is 
at liberty to signify his ideas by lan^age, 
nothing can be more trivial, forced, un- 
natural, and antic, than this superfluous 
mummery. Not that I would exclude from 
the representation the graces of action, with- 
. out which the choicest sentiments, clothed 
’ in the must exquisite expression, would ap- 
pear unanimated and insipid ; but these are 
as different from this ridiculous burlesque, as 
is the demeanour of a Tully in' the rostrum, 
from the tiicks of a jack-pudding on a 
mountebank’s stage ; and, for the truth of 
what I allege^.! appeal to the observation of 
any person who. has considered the elegance 
of attitude and propriety of gesture, as they 
are universnlly acknowledged in the real 
charftctdxs of, life., . Indeed 1 have known a 
Gascon'i; whose limbs were as eloquent as his 
tongue ; he never mentioned the word sleep 
, without^ reclining his' head upon his hand ; 

‘ when be had occasion to talk of a horse, he 
.always started up and trotted across the 


room, except whon he was so situated that 
he could not stir without incommoding the 
company, and in that case he contented him- 
self with neighing aloud ; if a dog happened 
to be the subject of his cooversation, ho 
wagged his tail, and grinned in a most signi- 
ficant manner ; and one day he expressed 
his desire of going backwards with such na- 
tural imitation of his purpose, that every 
body in the room firmly believed he had 
actually over-shot himself, and fortified their 
nostrils accordingly. Yet no man ever look- 
ed upon this virtuoso tp be the standard of 
propriety in point of speaking and deport- 
ment. For my own part, 1 confess the 
player in question would, by dint of those 
qualifications, & very good figure in the 
character of Pantaloon’s lacquey, in the 
entertainment of Perseus and Andromeda, 
and perhaps might acquire some reputation, 
by turning the Revenge into a pantomime ; 
in which cose, I would advise him to come 
upon the stage, provided with a handful of 
flour, in order to besmear his face when he 
pronounces pale and agkaet, d^c. and me- 
thinks he ought to illustrate the adder witlt 
an hideous hiss. But let us now come to 
the other situation, in which this modem 
.^BOpus is supposed to distinguish himself so 
much, I mean that same cclaircissemcnt 

comprehended in know then, Hwae 1. 

His manner, 1 own, may be altered since' I 
was present pA. the representation of that 
crformance : but certain I am, when I beheld 
iih in that critical conjuncture, his behaviour 
appeared to ine so uncouth, that 1 really 
imagined he was visited by some epileptic 
distemper ; for he stood tottering and gasping 
for the space of two minutes, like a man 
suddenly struck with the palsy ; and, after 
various distortions and side shakings, as if 
he had got fleas in his doublet, heaved up 
from his lungs the letter /, like a huge 
anchor from foul ground.” 

This criticism was acceptable to the 
majority of the college, who had no great 
veneration for the player in question ; and 
his admirer, without making any reply, ask- 
ed in a whisper, of the gentleman who sat 
next to him, if Fickle had not offered some 
production to the stage, and met with a re- 
pulse ? 


CHAPTER XCV. 

The young gmtleman is introduced to a 
vittumo y the first order, and com- 
mences yelper. 

HiTHtSRTO Peregrine had professed himself 
an Author without reaping the fruits of that 
occupation, except the little fame he had 
acquired by lus late satire ; but now he 
thou^t it high lime to weigh solid pudding 
against empty praise, and therefore engaged 
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■ with flomo booksellers in a certain translation ' ion, spirit, and address, who could not fail 
which be obliged himself to perform for the ,o make a figure in the world ; th^t therefore 
consideration of two' hundred pounds. The le would be a creditable addition t(f the sub- 
articles of agreement being drawn, he began ordinates of such a patron, and by hie quali- 
his task witli ^eat eagerness, rose early in ficatione, intrepidity, and wannth of temper, 
tlie morning to his work, at which he labour- turn out a consummate herald of his fame, 
ed.all day long, went abroad tvith the bats in Upon these considerations, he met with a 
the evening, and appeared in the coffee- most en^ging reception frpm the enter- 
house, where he amused himself with the tainer, who was a well-bred man, of some 
newspapers and conversation till nine learning, generosity, and taste ; but his foible * 
o’clock ; then he retired to his own apart- was the desire of being thought the inimit- 
inent, and, after a slight repast, betook him- able patron of all three. 

' self to rest, that he might bo able to unroost It was with a view to acquire and support 
with' the cock. 'This sudden change from bis character that his house was open to all 
his former way of life agreed* so ill with his Jiose who had any pretensions to literature ; 
disposition, that, for the first time, he was consequently he was surrounded by a strange 
troubled with fiatulcuces and indigestion, variety of pretenders ; but none were dis- 
which produced anxiety and dejection of 30uraged, because he knew that even the 
spirits ; and the nature of his situation began most insignificant might, in some shape, con- 
jn some measure to discompose his brain ; a duce to the propagation of his praise. A 
discovery which he no sooner made, than he >abblcr, though he cannot run upon the scent, 
had recourse to the advice of a young physi- nay spring the game, and, by his yelping, 
cian, who was a member of the college of ^elp to fill up the cry : no wonder, then, that 
authors, at this time one of our hero’s most a. youth of Pickle’s accomplishment was ad- 
intimate acquaintance. nitted, and even invited into the pack. 

Tlie son of iEsculapiua, having considered After having enjoyed a very short private au- 
his cose, imputed his disorder to the right dience in the closet, our young gentleman 
cause, namely, want of exercise ; dissuaded was shown into another room, where half a 
him from such close application to study, dozen of his fellow-adherents waited for 
until he should be graduall)r familiarized to a beir M©cenas, who in a tew minutes appoar- 
sedentary life ; advised him to enjoy his ed, with a most gracious aspect, received the 
friend and his bottle in moderation, and compliments of the morning, and sat down 
w'ean • himself from his former •customs by to breakfast in the midst of them, without 
degrees ; and, above all things, to rise im- any further ceremony, 
mediately after his first sleep, and exercise The conversation at first turned upon the 
himself in a morning’s walk. In order to weather, which was investigated in a very 
render this last part of tfie proscription the philosophical manner by one of the company, 
more palatable, the doctor promised to. attend who seemed to liave consulted all the baro- 
him in these early excursions, and even to meters and thermometers that ever were in- 
introduce him to a certain personage of note, vented, before he would venture to affirm 
who gave a sort of public breakfasting to lat it was a chill morning. This subject 
the minor virtuosi of the age, and often em- being accurately discussed, the chief inquired 
ployed his interest in behalf of those who about the news of the learned world ; and 
properly cultivated his countenance and ap- his inclination w^as no sooner expressed than 
probation. every guest opened his mouth, in order to 

This proposal was extremely acceptable to gratify his curiosity ; but be that first cap- 
our young gentleman, who, besides the ad- tivated his attention, was a meagre shrivelled 
vantage which might accrue to him from antiquary, who looked like an animated 
such a valuable connection, foresaw much mummy, which had been scorched among 
entertainment and satisfaction in the dig- the sands of the desert. He told the patron, 
course of so many learned guests. The oc- that he had, by accident, met with a medal, 

. casions of lus hei-.lth and interest, moreover, which, though it was defaced by time, he 
coincided in another circumstance ; the mi- would venture to pronounce a genuine an- 
nisicr'e levee iieing kept betimes in the tique, from the ringing end taste of the 
^ morning, so ti.ut he could perlbrm his walk, metal, as well as from the colour and com- 
yiold'hit> attendance, and breakfast at this position of the rust : so saying, he produced 
philosophical bo«!rd, without encroaching a a piece of copper coin, so consumed and dis- 
. great dee^ upon hie other avocations. guised by age, that scarce a vestige of the 

Measures being thus preconcerted, the impression was to be perceived. Never- 
physician' conducted our adventurer to the theless, ibis connoisseur pretended to dis- 
house of this celebrated sage, to whom he tinguish a face in profile, from which he 
recommended him as a gentleman of geniuf concluded that the piece was of the Upper 
and taste, who craved the honour of his ac- Empire, and on the reverse he endeavoured to 
quaintance ; but ho had previously smoothei point out the bulb of the spear, and pari of 
the way to his introduction, by representii^ the parazonium,. which were the insignia of 
Peregrine as a young Mow of gmat ambi- the Homan Virius, tog^her with the frag- 
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ment of ojie fold of the multicium in which, 
she was clothed. lie likewise had discover- 
ed an &Rgle Of the letter N» and at some 
distance an entire 1; from these circum- 
stances conjecturing, and indeed concluding, 
that the. medal was struck by Severus, in 
honour of the victory he obtained over liis 
rival Niger, after he had forced the passes of 
Mount Taurus. This criticism seemed very 
satisfkptory to the .entertainer, who having 
examined the coin by the help of his spec- 
tacles, plainly discerned the particulars which 
the owner had mentioned, and was pleased 
to term his account of the matter a very in- 
genious explanation. 

The curiosity was circulated through the 
hands of all present ; and every virtuoso;^ in 
his turn, licked the copper, and rung it upon 
the hearth, declaring his assent to the judg- 
ment which had been pronounced. At length 
it fell under the inspection of our young 
gentleman, who, though no antiquarian, was 
very well acquainted with the current coin 
of his own country, and no sooner cast his 
eyes upon the valuable antique, than he af- 
firmed, without hesitation, that it was no 
other than the ruins of an English farthing, 
and that same spear, parazonium, atid multi- 
cium, the remains of the emblems and 
drapery with which the figure of Britannia is 
delineated on our copper money. 

This hardy asseveration seemed to dis- 
concert the patron, while it incensed the 
medallist, who, grinning like an enraged ba- 
boon, — “ What d'ye tdl me of a brass far- 
. thing?” said he, “ did you ever know modern 
brass of such a relish? do but taste it young 
gentleman ; and sure I am, if you have ever 
been conversant with subjects of this kind, 
you will find as wide a difference in the 
savour between this and an English farthing, 
as can possibly be perceived betwixt an onion 
and a turnip: besides, this medal has the 
true Corinthian ridg; then the attitude is 
upright, whereas that of Britannia is reclin- 
ing; and how is it possible to mistake a 
branch of palm for a parazonium ?’* 

All the rest of the company espoused the 
virtuoso’s side of thq question, Isecause the 
reputation of each was epneerned. The 
patron, finding himself in the same circum- 
stance, assumed a solemnity of feature, dash- 
ed witli a small mixture of displeasure, and 
told Peregrine, that os he had not made that 
branch of literature his particular study, be 
was not surprised to see him mistaken in his ' 
opinion. Pickle imiqediittely understood the 
reproof, though he was shocked at the vanity 
or infatuation of bis entertainer and fellow- 
guests, asked pardon for his presumption, 
which was accordingly excused, in considera- 
'tion of ftis inexperience : and the English 
farthing was dignified with the title of a true 
antique. 

The liext person tbai addressed himself to 
the chiisf, was a gentleman of a very mathe- 


matical turn, who valued himself upon the 
improvements he had made in several do- 
mestic machines, and now presented the plan 
of a new contrivance for cutting cabbages, 
in such a manner as would secure the stock 
against the rotting rain, and enable it to prd- 
duce a plenteous after-orop of delicious 
sprouts. In this important machine he had 
united the whole mechanic powers, with 
such massy complication of iron anil wood, 
that It could not have been moved without 
the assistance ef a horse, and a road made 
for the convenience of the draught. These > 
objections were so obvious, that they occur- 
red at first sight to the inspector-general, who 
greatly commended the invention, winch, ho 
observed, might be applied to several other 
usefbl purposes, could it once be rendered a 
little more portable and commodious. 

The inventor, who had not foreseen these 
difficulties, was not prepared to surmount 
them ‘y but he took the hint in good port, and 
promised to task his abilities anew, in alter- 
ing the construction of his design. Not but 
that he underwent pome severe irony from 
the rest of the virtuosi, who complimented 
him upon the momentous improvement he 
had made, by which a family might save a 
dish of greens in a quarter, for so trifling an 
expense as that of purchasing, working, and 
maintaining such a stupendous machine ; but 
no man was ever more sarcastic in his re- 
marks upon his piece of mechanism than the 
naturalist, w1k> next appealed to the patron’s 
approbation for a curious disquisition he had 
made touching the procreation of muck -flies, 
in which he had laid down a curious method 
of collecting, preserving, and hatching the 
eggs of these insects, even in the winter, by 
certain modifications of artificial heat. The 
nature of this discovery was no sooner com- 
municated, than Peregrine, unable to contain 
himself, was seized w'ith, a fit of laughter, 
which infected every person at the table, 
the landlord himself not excepted, who found 
it impossible to preserve his wonted gravity 
of face. 

Such unmannerly mirth did not tail to 
mortify the philosopher, who, after some 
pause, during which indignation and disdain 
were painted in his countenance, reprehend- 
ed our young gentleman for 'his unphiloso- 
phical behaviour, and undertook to prove, that 
the subject of his inquiry was of infinite 
consequence to the progress and increase of . 
natural knowledge but he found no quarter 
from the vengefiil engineer, who now retort- 
ed his ironical compliments, with great em- 
phasis, upon this hot-bed fbr the generation 
of vermin, and advised him to lay the whole 
process . before the Royal Society, which , 
would, doubtless, present him with a medal, 
and give him a place among their memoirs, 
as a distinguished promoter of the usefiil 
arts,# If,’" said he, “you h^ employed 
your 'studies^ in finding out some bnectual 
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method to destroy those insects which pre- 
judice and annoy mankind, in all probability 
you 111 list have been contented with the con- 
tcnjjiJatinn of the good you had done ; but 
this envious expedient for multiplying mag- 
gots will surely entitle you to an ‘honourable 
rank in the list of learned philosophers.” 
“ f don’t wonder,” replied the naturalist, 
“ that you should be so much averse to the 
propagation of insects, because, in all likeli- 
liood, you are afraid tliat they will not leave 
you a cabbage to cut down with the same 
miraculous machine.” Sir,” answered the 
mechanic, with great bitterness of voice and 
aspect, ** if the cabbage be as lightheaded as 
some muck-worm philosophers, it will not be 
worth cutting down.” ” I never dispute 
upon cabbage with the son of a cucumber,” 
said the lly-breedcr, alluding to the pedigree 
of his antagonist; who, impatient of the 
affront, started up with fury in his looks, ex- 
claiming, “ Sdcath ! meaning me, sir I” 

Here the patron, perceiving things draw- 
ing towards a rupture, interposed his author- 
ity,, rebuking them for their intemperance, 
and recommending to them amity and con- 
cord against the Goths and Vandals of the 
ago, who took all opportunities of ridiculing 
and discouraging the adherents of knowledge 
and philosophy. After this exhortation they 
had no pretence for carrying on the dispute, 
which was .dropt in all appearance, though 
the mechanic still retained his rcsontriient ; 
and after breakfast, when the cOlnpany broke 
up, accosted his adversary in the street, de- 
siring to know how he durst be so insolent 
as to make that scurrilous reflection upon his 
family. The fly-fancier, thus questioned, 
accused the mathematician of having been 
tlic aggressor, in likening Ids head to a light 
cabbage ; and here the altercation being re- 
newed, the engineer proceeded to the illus- 
tration of his mechanics, tilting up his 
hand like a balance, thrusting it forward by 
w ay of lever, embracing the naturalist's nose 
like a wedge betwixt two of his fingers, and 
turning it round with the momentum of a 
screw or peritrochium. Had they been oh- 
liged to decide the dispute with equal arms, 
tlie assailant would have had great advantage 
over the other, who was very much his in- 
ferior in muscular strength : but the philo- 
sopher being luckily provided with a cane, 
no sooner disengaged himself from this op- 
I probrious appi ation, than he handled his 
weapqn w ith great dexterity about the head 
and shoulders of his antagonist, who finding 
this shower of ,blowgi very disagreeable, was 
ihin to, betake liimt»clf to his heete for shelter, 

■ and was pursued by the angry victor, who 
^ chased him from one end of the street to the 
other, affording unspeakable satisfaction to 
the multitude, as wpll os to our hero and to 
lus introductor, 'who were spectators of the 
whole scene. , ^ # 

. , Thus was onr ^venturer initiated into the 


society of yelpers, though he did not as yet 
fully understand the nature of his office, 
which was explained by the young physician, 
who chid him for his bliint behaviour in the 
case of the medal ; and gave him to under- 
stand that their patron’s favour was neither 
to be gained nor preserved by any man that 
would pretend to convict him of a mistake ; 
he therefore counselled him to respect .this 
foible, and cultivate the old gentleman with 
all the zeal and veneration wdiich a regard to 
his own character would permit him to say. 
This task was the easier to one of our young 
gentleman’s pliant disposition, because the 
virtuoso’s behaviour was absolutely free from 
that insolent self-conceit, wdjich he could not 
bear witliout disgust ; the senior w^as, on the 
contrary, mild and beneficent ; and Pickle 
was rather pleased than shocked at his weak- 
ness; because it flattered his vanity with the 
supposition of his own superior sense. 

Cautioned in this manner. Peregrine pro- 
fited so much by his insinuating qualifica- 
tions, that, in a very little time, he was looked 
upon as one of the chief favourites of the 
patron, to whom he dedicated a small occa- 
sional poem ; and every body believed he 
would reap the fruits of Ins ^ attachment 
among the first of the old gentleman’s de- 
pendents. 


CHAPTER XCVI. 

Peregrine, finding himself neglected by Sir 
Steady Steerwell, expostulates with him 
in a letter ; in consequence of which he 
‘ is forbid his house, loses his pension, and 
incurs the charge of lunacy. 

This prospect of success, together with his 
expectations from the minister, whom he did 
not neglect, helped to comfort him under the 
reverse of fortune which he had undergone, 
and the uncertainty of the law -suit, which he 
still maintained for the recovery of his ten 
thousand pounds. The lawyers, indeed, 
continued to drain his pocket of money, 
while they filled his brain with unsubstantial 
hope ; and he was, actually obliged to borrow 
money from hjs bookseller, on the strength 
of the translation, in order to satisfy the de- 
mands of those ravenous harpies, rather than 
lay the misanthrope under any difficulties, or 
have recourse, to his friend Hatchway, who 
lived at the garrison entirely ignorant of his 
distress- This was not at all alleviated by 
the arrival of the Indiaman, in which he had 
ventured seven hundred pounds, os we have 
already observed ; for he was given to under- 
stand, that the borrower was left dangerous- 
ly ill at Bombay when the ship sailed, and 
that his chance for retrieving his money was 
ettremely slender. 

So situatedf it ia not to be supposed that 
,he led a of tranquillity, though he made 
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a shift to struggle with tlie remonstrances 
of misfortune : yet such a gush of afllictioii 
would sometimes rush upon his thought, os 
overwhelmed all the ideas of his hope, and 
sunk him to the very bottom of despondence. 
Every equipage that passed him in the street, 
every person of rank and fortune that occur- 
red to his view, recalled the gay images of 
his former life, with such mortifying reflec- 
tion as stabbed him to the very soul. He 
lived, therefore, incessantly exposed to all 
the pangs of envy and disquiet. When I 
say envy, I do not mean that sordid passion, 
IQ consequence of which a man repines at 
his neighbour’s success, howsoever deserved ; 
but that self-tormenting indignation which is 
inspired by the prospenty of folly, ignorance 
and vice. Without the intervening gleams 
of enjoyment, which he felt in the conversa- 
tion of a few friends, he could not have sup- 
ported his existence ; or, at least, he must 
have suffered some violent discomposure of 
the brain ; but one is still finding some cir- 
cumstance of alleviation, even in the worst 
of conjunctures ; and Pickle was so ingenious 
in these researches, that he maintained' a 
good battle with disappointment, till the revo- 
lution of the term at which he had received 
his pension of three hundred pounds. 

However, seeing the day elapse, without 
touching his allowance, notwithstanding his 
significant method of presenting himself at 
the minister’s levee, when the year was ex- 
pired, he wrote a letter to Sir Steady, re- 
minding him of his situation and promise, 
and giving him to understand, that his oc- 
casions were such as compelled him to de- 
mand his salary for tlie ensuing year. 

la the morning after this letter was con- 
veyed,’ the author went to his honour’s house, 
in expectation of being admitted by particular 
order; but was mistaken in his hope, the 
minister not being visible. He then made 
his appearance at , the levee, in hopes of 
being closeted : but though he took all op- 
portunities of watching Sir Steady’s eyes, 
he could not obtain one glance, and had the 
pleasure of seeing him retire, without being 
favoured with the least notice. These cir- 
cumstances of wilfbl neglect were not over 
and above agreeable to our young hero, who, 
iu the agonies of vexation and resentment, 
went home, and composed a most acrimoni- 
ous remonstrance to his honour ; in conse- 
quence of which he was not only deprived 
of all pretensions to a private audience, but 
expressly denied admittance on a public day, 
by Sir Steady’s own order. 

This prohibition, which announced his 
total ruin, filled him with rage, horror, and 
despair. He insulted the porter who signi- 
fied the minister’s command, threatening to 
chastise him upon the spot for his pre- 
sumption ; and vented the most virulent im- 
precations upon his master, to the astonish- 
ment bf those who chanced to enter during 
; 2 P ^ 


this conference. Having exhausted himself 
in these vain exclamations, he returned to 
Ids lodgings iu a most frantic condition, bit- 
ing his lips so that the blood ran from his 
mouth, dashing his head and fists against the 
sides of his chimney, and weeping with the 
most bitter expressions of woe. 

* Pipes, whose perception had bcen^just suf- 
ficient to let him see tiiat them was some dif- 
ference between the present and former situ- 
ation of his master, overbearing his trans- 
ports, essayed to enter his apartment, with a 
view of administering consolation ; and find- 
ing the door locked on the inside, desired 
admittance, protesting, that otherwise ho 
would down with the bulk-head in the turn- 
ing of an handspike. Peregrine ordered liini 
to retire, on pain of his displeasure, and 
swore, that if he should offer to break ojieri 
the door, he would instantly shoot Jiim 
through the head. Tom, without paying the 
least regard to this injunction, sot himself at 
work immediately. His master, exasperated 
at his want of reverence and respect, which 
in his present paroxysm appeared vvitli the 
most provokihg aggravation, flew into hia 
closet, and snatching up one of bis pistols, 
already loaded, no sooner saw his valet enter 
the apartment, in consequence of having 
forced the lock, than he presented it full at 
his face, and drew the trigger. Happily the 
priming flashed in the pan, without communi- 
cating with the charge ; so that his furious 
purpose did act take effect upon the counte- 
nance of honest Pipes, wlio, disregardful of 
the attempt, though he knew tlie contents of 
the piece, asked, without the least alteration 
of feature, if it inusf be foul weather through 
the whole voyage. 

Peregrine, mad as lie was, repented of his 
mischievous intent against such u faithful ad- 
herent, in the very moment of execution; 
and had it proved fatal, according to the de- 
sign, in all probability he would have applied 
another to his own head. There arc certain 
considerations that strike upon the mind 
with irresistible force, even in the midst of 
its distraction ; the momentary recollection 
of some particular scene, occasioned by the 
features of the devoted victim, bath often 
struck the dagger from the assassin’s hand. 
By such an impulse was Pipes protected 
firom any repeated effort of his master’s rage ; 
the- friendly cause of his present disobedi- 
ence flashed upon the conviction of Perc- 
OTine, when he beheld the rug^d front of 
his valet, in which also , stood disclosed his 
long and faithful service, together with the 
recommendation of the deceased commo- 
dore; 

Though his wrath was immediately sup- 
pressed, and his heart tom with remorse for 
what he had done, liis brows remained still 
contracted ; and« darting a most ferocious re- 
gard at the intruder,— “Villain!” said he, 
“how dare you treat me with such dis- 
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respect V' “ Why ehoulda’tl lend ahand'for 
the preservation of the ship,’’ answered the 
unruffled Pipes, “when there is more sail 
than ballast aboard, azid the pilot quits the 
helm in despair? What signifies one or two 
broken voyages^ so long as our timbers are 
strong, and our vessel in good trim ? If she 
loses lif^n one tack, mayhap she may gain 
upon t’other ; ‘ and I’ll be damn’d if one day 
or other, we don’t fetch up our lee-way : as 
for the matter of provision, you have started 
a pretty good stock of money into my hold, 
and you arc welcome to hoist it up again 
when you wool.” 

Here Tom was interrupted by the arrival 
of Mr Grahtree, who seeing Peregrine with 
a pistol in his hand, and such wild disorder 
in his looks, his head, hands, and mouth be- 
smeared with blood, and, moreover, smelling 
,thc gunpowder whicti had been burnt, ac- 
tually believed he had either committed, or 
was bent upon murder, and accordingly re- 
treated down stairs with infinite dispatch. 
All his speed could not convey him without 
the reach of Pipes, who, overtaking him in 
his passage, carried him back into his 
master’s apartment, observing by the way, 
that this was no time to sheer off, when his 
consort stood in need of his assistance. 

There was something so hiefuUv severe 
in the countenance of Cadwalladcr, thus 
compelled, that, at any other time, our hero 
would have laughed at his concern ; but at 
present there was nothing risible in his dis- 
p<isition : he had, however, laid aside his 
pistol, and endcavoint^d, though in vain, to 
compose his internal disturbance ; for he 
could not utter one syllable to tlie misan- 
tbro|)e, but stood staring. at him in silence, 
with a most delirious aspect. This did not 
tend to dispel the dismay of his friend, who, 
after some recollection, — “ I wonder,” said 
he, “that you have never killed your man 
befpre. ' Pray how may you ha\e disposed 
‘ of tlie body ?” Pickle having recovered the 
faculty of speech, ordered his lacquey out of 
the room, and, in a most incoherent detail, 
made Crabtree acquainted with the perfidious 
conduct of the minister. 

The confidant wHs very , glad to find his 
fears disappointed for he had really con- 
cluded tliat souip life, was lost. Perceiving 
the youth ’oo much'^itated lo be treated by 
him ia his usual j&fcyle, he owned that Sir 
Steady was a rd^^^av‘and encouraged Pickle 
‘ with the hope of being one day able to make 
reprisals upon him m the mean time offer- 
ed him mer cy for his immediate occasions, 

^ exhorted him to e.\ert his own qualifications 
in rendering himself independent of such 
miscreants, and finally counselled him to re- 
present his wrpjdgs to the nobleman whom 
he had ^oblig:ed, with a view of in- 

teresting that peer in his behalf ; or at least 
of obtaining a satisfactory explanation from 
t)ie minister, tfMiLt he. might take no prejpa- 
. tuie 


These admonitions were so much milder 
and more agreeable than pur HetP expected 
from the misanthrope, that they h(^ a very 
favourable effect upon his transports, which 
gradually subsided, until he became so tract- 
able as to promise that he would contorjoa to 
his advice ; in . consequence of which,, he 
next morning waited upon his lordship, who 
received him very politely, as usual, and 
with great patience heard lus complaint, 
which, by-the-by, he could not repeat with- 
out some hasty ebullitions of passionate re 
sentment. This peer, after having gently 
disapproved of tlie letter of expostulation 
which had produced such unfortunate effects 
kindly undertook to recommend his case to . 
the minister, and actually performed his pro- 
mise that same day, when Sir Steady in- 
formed him, to his utter astonishment, .that 
the poor young gentleman was disordered in 
his Win, so that he could not possibly be 
provided for in a place of importance, .with 
any regard tp the service ; and it could, not 
be expected that he (Sjir .Steady) v/ould sup- 
port his extra vagancip' from his own private 
purse ; — ^that Jm had,^ indeed, at the solicita- 
tion of a ^fiobleman deceased, made him a 
present of tiiree hundred pounds, in cqn*- 
sideration of some* loss that he pretended to 
have sustained in an election ; hut, since 
that time, liad perceived in him such indispu- 
able marks of lunacy, both by his distracted 
letters and personal behaviour, as obliged 
him to give orders that he should not be ad- 
mitted into the house. I'o corroborate this 
assertion, the minister actually called in the 
evidence of his own porter, and one of the 
gentlemen of. his household, who had heard 
the execrations that escaped our youth, when 
he first found himself excluded. In short, 
the nobleman >vas convinced that Pej;egrine 
was certainly and hona as ^ March 

Jiare; and, by the help pr this intimation, 
began to recollect some symptoms of dis- 
traction which appeared in his last visit: he 
remembered a certain incoherence in his 
speech, a violence of gesture aid-^vildnesB 
of look, that now evidently denoted a die- 
turbed understanding ; and he determined, 
for his own credit and security, to, disen- 
tangle himself from such a dangerous ac- 
quaintance. 

With thisf view, he, in imitiM-ion of Sir 
Steady, cor/unauded his gate f6 be.jshnt, 
against our. adventurer ; so tlmt, when he' 
went to know the result of his lordship’s 
conference with the minister, the door was 
flung in his , face, and the janitor tedd hin^.; 
thrdugli an iron grate, that he needed* 
give himself the trouble of calHng^jaiGl^l>V 
for his lord desired to be expused'^ jpwm' see- 
ing iiinl. He spoke not a word in answer to 
this declaration, which he immediately im- 
puted to the 111 offices, of the ntiinister, 
against whom he breathed defiance and re- 
venge, in his* way to the lodgings of Cad- 
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k inaii of wb'o^ rntellecti.^,A^n«th, ho w- 
ever, fie venttiihi^ to mako PicWp^ Aoquaintea; 
witli the particulars he had leiiriiw» impart** 
inff thefti 'with sqch cautioii.' anq cin?mn- 

loCTition os he:thoii^t necessary' ito gmeat , 
««MknarwiW»aieu\lT all'’ 


wailader ; who^ bemg made acquaintfiS^i^. 
the manner of his reception, ‘begge«j;: ne 
would desist from all schemes of veiigo^ee, 

trr\iin.nr fM^htleman s 


he told liis ftiond, he would soon remto m fc 
manner that should not be very agreeable, to , 
his calumniator'; observing, that it was a 
common practice with the state pilot, thus to 

s^^iS;;;LKr..=rr, ^ 

, iS&“.5S fSS mSTi.uii th. j“ ";f55?‘ktaj”hS!‘»'j “iS>l”x S‘3 

hetomiog^ proselyte to Sir Steady s opinion, 
when be recalled and compared every cir- 
cumstanco which he knew ot Pickle’s im- 
patience and impetuosity. 


secret, discovered the young gentleman s 
misfortune, by way of news, to the 'first 
company in which he happened to be ; and 
Peregrine^ name was. not so obscure m tho 
fesluonabt© w'orld, but thajt his disorder be- 


aiyerB ucujmv wa « — ; — . 

tfemity of despair, as hath issued in down- 
right distraction, whereby he was rid. ot 
their importunities, ami Ins judgment con- 
firmed at the same time: but I have rtow 


gains credit (= Heijn^inf to 

than an imputation of madhess fixed upon I will 

persopUtsoever; torwh^^^ 

in his true lineaments of craft, perfidy, and 


”'^’his indeed was the plan witli which Mr 
Pickle had amused himself during the re- 
searches of Crabtree ; and by this time it so 
effectually flattered his imagination, that he 
believed lie should be able tobnng liis ad- 
versary (jb «pitc of «11 1*'® power) to liis own 
terms of submission, by distinguishing lum- 
self in the list of those who, .at that period, 
wrpte.a^inst the administration. IS or was 
this scheme so extravagant as it may secpi 
to be, hod not ho overlooked one material 
'circumstance, which Cadwallader hiniseif 
did not recollect, when ho approved of this 


• any person — -- r 

cion of the world is roused, and its obsemr 
lion onCsG set at, work, the wisest, the coolest, 
man upon earth, will, by some particulars in 
hie behaviour, convict himself of the charge ; 
every singularity in his dress and manner 
(and such are, observable in every person), 
that before passed unheeded, now rises up in 
judgment a^nst him, with all the exag- 
geraiion'of the observers tocy; and the 
sagacious examiner perceives distraction iil 
e^ry glance of tho eyO, turn, of the finger, 
and motion of the head: when he speaks, 

'■ there is a strange peculiarity in lus ar^- 
, meat and expression ; when he hoida iiis 
' tongue, his- imagination teems with somo 
extfavaganj reverie : hfe sobriety of deme^- 

' our iff.ntf other than a lucid intcnid, and hw p thus meditated vengeance, the 

• Vst sedate and insipid , fame of his di^rd^ ^“oS'^Wy^of 

li*d -nvemarion^are ^ MrSy‘^^^^^ 

, ticisms, ite !^®^„«Vdis- ffLTadventures. . The corres^adence 

;,.„.graeewhieh.^ have entailed upon them, Jnversation. which were . 


to com. rcgfira |or cnawwi, „ . . 

5«»Sbi; ite»|fc;,.;8¥ 
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had seen him courted and in the 

sunshine of hifl prosperity but itjii jkww, 
from sad experience, how all UVose inject* 
foJJowers shrink awajr ii the. wihU^ of 
distress. Her compassion ri^ri^ented, him 
as a poor unhappy lunatic, destitute of aO the 
necessaries, of life, dragging about the rums 
of human nature^ and exhibiting tlie spec* 
tacle of blasted youth to tlie scorn and ,ab* 
horrence of his felloW-creatures. Aching 
^ith tjiese charitable considerations, she 
found means to' learn in what part of the 
town he lod^d; and laying aside all super- 
duous ceremony, went in a hackney chmi* to 
his door, which was opened by the ever 
feithful Pipes. 

Her ladyship immediately recollected the 
features of his trusty follower, wliom she 
Could not help loving in her heart for his at* 
tachment and fidelity, whic^, after she had 
applauded with a most gracious commenda- 
tion, she kindly inquirtm after the state of 
his master's health, and asked if he was in a 
condition to be 'seen. 

Tom, who could . hot suppose ^ that the, 
visit of a fine lady would be unacceptable to 
a youth of Peregrine’s complexion, made no 
verbal reply to the question ; but beckoning 
her ladyship with an arch ragnihcance of 
feature, at which she could, not fhrbear smil- 
ing, walked sohly up stairs; and she, in 
obedience to the signal, followed her guide 
inta- the apartment of our hero, whom she 
found at a writmg*tablo, in^ the very act of 
composing an culogium upon his good friend 
■Sir Steady. The nature of his work had 
animated his countenance with an uncommon 
degreo of vivacity ; and being dressed in a 
neat dishabille, bis figure could not have ap- 
peared to more advantage in tJio eye of a 
person who despised the tinsel of unnecessary 
ornament. She wa.s extremely well pleased 
to sec her expectations so agreeably dis- 
appointed ; for, instead of the squalid cir- 
' cumstanqcs and wretched looks attending in- 
digence and distractionji every thing wad de- 
cent and genteel; and the patient’s aspect' 
such as betokened internal satisfaction; 
Hearing the rustling of silk in his room, he, 
lifted up his eyes froipthe paper, and seeing 
her ladyship, was struck with astonishment 
and .awe, as at the unexpected apparition of. 
some supernatural being. ^ 

Ri^foro he could re^Uect himself from his 
CQHfhsioft, which « lied' the .biqod into bis 
.!^Obceks,.she told him, that, om ihe strength of 
acquaintance, she wne come to visit him, 
tiiQUg^ it ^ a long tim^ since he had given 
her gd^d T^kson to btlieve that he had* abso- 
lutely forgot, that thOre such a person, as 
" she m bemg. Aft^ haying m^e the most 
warinriaLckuo^fe^oments^fo this unforeseen 
^hDuouTf ho aefuted her lad^'ship that the 

subject:, of helii^^oyie^roach was' Uot his fbult, 
but rather his vem^at misfortune ; 

* that,)if UJhad faiO^ ito ms powc^r to forget her 


so .easily as she seemed to '.imagine, he 
should never have given her caqae to taa him 
with want of dute and respect; ‘ • 

8till dubious of his siluatioU, shM: beg^ to 
converse with him on different subjects ; and 
he acquitted liiroself so well in every. parti-' 
cular, that she no longer doubted his havii^ 
^en misrepresent^ by the malice, of m 
enOmies, and candidly told him the cause 
and intent of her coming. . He was not de- 
ficient in expressions ‘of gratitude for tins 
instance of her generosity and friend^ip,; 
which oven drew tears from his eyes. As ' 
to the imputation of madness, he explained 
it BO much to her ladyship’s satimetion^ 
that she evidently perceived, he had been, 
barbarously dealt with, and that the charge 
was DO other than a most villainous asper- 
sion. 

Notwithstanding ,all Kis endeavours to 
conceal the true state of his finances, it was 
impossible for him to give this detail, with- 
out disclosing some of the difiicultie^ under 
which he la^uved ; and hel* laifysfiip^s sa- 
gacity divining the rest,^6be not oply, made ' 
him a tender of assistance, but, presenting a' 
bank-note for a considerable sum, insistc»l 
upon his acceptance of it, as a trifling mark 
of her esteem, and a specimen of what she 
was inclined to do in his behalf. ‘ But this, 
mark of her benevolence he would by no 
means receive ; assuring • her, that, though 
his affairp were at present a little perplexed, 
he had never felt the least circumftance of 
distress, and begging that she would not 
subject him to the buiden of such, an un- 
necessary obligation. 

'Being obliged to put up with this 'refusal, 
she 'protested she would never forgive him, 
should she ever hear that he rejected her 
oflbr, when he stood in need of her aid ; or 
if, in time to come, ho should not apply to 
her firiendshiliy if ever he should j find himself 
incommoded in point of fortune : “An ovfer- 
dclicacy in this respect,” said she, shall 
look upon as a dlsapprobatioh nf my own 
conduct ; because I myself baVe ’been obliged 
have recourse to my friends such 
emer^ncies.” : ' \ ' i' . 

^ Thesle generous remonstmees a^nd marks 
of particular friendship could, not, ‘fail to 
make 'a deep impression upon the heart of ' 
odr hero, which still smarted from the for- 
mer impulse ef her charms ; he npt only 
all those transports which, a man of honour * 
and eensibility^may he supposed to feet npdji : 
such an occasiQUiithut the sentiments .pf 'a ^ 
more fWii^pn awaking in tus btemt, . 

he could B.c^oh^l^p expressing Wniisiklf • in^ 
terms $dapted,‘Jp emotlbns ef^bis soui; , 
and ti tefigtff plainly tpld that;' wpce he " 

disposed io bo $ beggar, ho would iik spjRie. ^ 
thing, of, liidiiitelyMnpte importaiwo' to ‘hm 
pec^ihan the charitebte assistanci^ she, had 

to ; 
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nuBtake . tiis meaniog; bicit. as she di4,not 
choose to encourage hta advances^ preteiSided 
to interpret his intimation into h. general 
complimeik of ^Uantry, and, In, a jocose 
manner, desired no "would not give her any 
r^on to believe his lucid interval was past. 

' "In feith, ipy lady,” said he, "I perceive the 
, fit coming on;. and I don’t see why 1 mi^not 
! use the privilege of my distemper, ;so far as 
to doclare myself one of your most passion* 
'ate admirei^.’V "If you do, replied her. 
ladyship, "L shall not be fool enough: td be* 
lieve a madman, unless I were assured that 
your disorder proceeded from your love ; and 
that this was the case, I suppose you will 
find it difficult to prove/’ " Nay, madam,*’ 
criod the youth, "1 have in this mwerwhat 
will dodvince you of my having been mad on 
that strain ; and; since you doubt my pre- 
tension, you must give me lhave to produce 
my testimonials/’ So saying, he opened a 
scTUtpire, and taking out a paper, presented 
her with the following song, which he had 
.written iir her praise, immediately after be 
was mode acquainted with the particulars of 
her story; / 

I. 

While ivith fond rapture and amaze 
Oh thy tranacendent charms I ^aze, 

My cautious soul essays in vain ' 

Her peace aiid freedom to maintain ; 

Yet let that blooming form divine, 

Where^ grace and harmony oombine ^ 

Thosh eyes, like genial orbjsi 'that move, 
Pispensiog gladness, joy, and love,' 

In all Mtieir pomp assail my viev, ' 

Intent my bosom to subdue ; 

My breast, by wary maxims steePd, 

Not all those charms shall force to yield, 

II. 

But, when invok’d to; beauty’s aid, 

I see th’ enlighten’d soul (lisplay’d ; 

That soul so sensibly sedate 
Amid the storms of froward fate! 

Thy genius active, strung, and clear, 

Thy vrit sublime, though net severe, ^ 

The 'social ardour, void, of art, 

That glows vkhin tby candid heart; 

' My spirits, sense, and strength decay. 

My ref^lttUon dies away. 

And, e^i^ry faculty oppress’d, 

Almighty Jove invades my breast I 

' Her ladyship having perused this produc- 
tion,/* Were 1 inclined to be suspicious,” said 
she, ** I should believe that I have no share 
in producing composition, which seems 
to have been inatpized ^ a much more ami- 
’ able object. . However, I will take, your 
word fi)r^y^tir inteution, and thank you .for 
the umneri^ eompliment, though 1 have 
met with it jiii;eudh an^aecidentm mann^, 
Nevertheless, t must be so iiee as to tell 
; you; it is now high time for you to , contract 
•that unbouadirf spint-of^llaitry, which you 
have indulgefl so lo%,; iirto •u. sincere at 


tadmneut for the foir Emilia, whio, by all ac- 
counts,, deserves tlie whole of 'your attention 
and regard.” His neiyes thriilej^ at mention 
of that name; which he never heard' pro- 
nounced without agitation. Rather than ..un* 
dergo the consequence of a conversatiofi 
upon this subject, he chose to drop th^. 
theme of love altogether, and industriously 
introduced same other topic, of discourse. ' 

CHAPTER XCVIl. 

He writes against the minister, by wkohe 
instigation he is arrested, ani moves 
himself by habeas corpus into the Fleet. 

My lady having prolonged her stay beyond 

S e period of a common visit, and repeated 
r protestations in the most frank and ob- 
liging manner, took her leave of our adven- 
turer, who promwed to. pay bis respects to 
her in a few days at her own house. Mean- 
while, he resumed his' task ; and having 
finished a most severe remonstrance a^inst 
Sir Steady, not only with regard to his private 
ingratitude, but also to his mal-administration 
of public affairs, he sent it to the author of a 
weekly paper, who haff been long a professed 
reformer in politics; and it appeared in a 
veyy few days, with a note of the publisher, 
desiring the favour of further correspondence 
with the author. 

The animafiversions contained in this 
small essay were so spirited and judicious, 
and a great many new lights thrown upon 
the subject with saeh 4 >crspicuity, as attract- 
ed the notice of the public . in an extra- 
ordinary manner, and helped to raise the 
character of the paper in which it was in- 
serted. The minister was not the last who 
examined the performance, which, in spite 
of all his boasted temper, provoked him to 
such a degree, that he set his emissaries at 
work, and by dint of corruption, procured a 
sight of the manuscript in Peregrine’s own 
hand-writing, whiph. he . immediately re- 
cognised; but, for' further confirmation of - 
his opinion, he' compared it with the two- 
letters which he had received from our ad- 
venturer. Had he known the young.gentle- 
man’s talents for declamation were so acute, 
perhaps he would never have' given him 
cpsC to complain, but employed him in the 
vindication ot his, own measurbs ; nay, he 
might srill have treated' him like some other 
auSiors whom he had brought over fiom the 
opposition, had not the keenness of this first 
asswiltrineenaed, him to a desire of revenge. 
■He, iherdforet nOsooper made this discovery, 
jthauF he coRYeyed .directions to his de- 
spondent the. receiver-general, who was pos- 
sessed of Pi.4cle*s, notes. Next day, while 
dur author stood within a circle of his ac- ' 
quaintaned, at' a certain coffeehouse, holding* 
forth great eloquence upon thO disease^ > 
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of the state, he was accosted by a bailiff, 
who, cntcrJiig* the room with five or Btx 
followers, told him aloud, that he had a writ 
against him for twelve hundred pounds, at 
tiio fiiiit of Mr Ravage Gle'aitum^ 

The whole company Vvero astonished at 
this address, which did not fail to discompose 
the defendant himself, wlio (as it were in- 
stinctively), in the midst of hia confusion, 
saluted the officer across the head with his 
cane ; in consequence of which application, 
he w^aa surrounded and disarmed in an in- 
stant by the gang, who carried him off to the 
next tavern in the most opprobrious manner. 
Not did one of the spectators interpose in 
hid behalf, or visit him in his confinement 
with the least fonder of advice or assisfc. 
anco; such is the zeal of a coffeehouse 
friendship. 

This strolvc was the more severe upon oot 
hero, as it was altogether unexpected ; for 
lie had utterly forgot the debt for which he 
was arrested. }Jjs present indignation was, 
however, chiefly kindled against the bailiff, 
w’ho had done his office in such a disrospcfct- 
ful manner ; and the first use he made of his 
recollection in the house to which they con- 
ducted him, was to chastise him for the in- 
solence and indecency of his behaviour. 
This task he performed with his bare fists, 
every otlier weapon being previously con- 
veyed out of his reach ; and the delinquent 
underwent his discipline with surprising pa- 
tience and resignation, askingv pardon with 
great humility, and protesting before God. 
that he had never willingly and wittingly 
used any gentleman with ill maiint^rs, but 
had been commanded lo arrest our adven- 
, lurer according to the express direction of 
tlie creditor, on pain of forfeiting his place. 

By this declaration Peregrine was appeas- 
ed, and, out of a delirium of pas^ion, waked 
to all the horrors of reflection. All the glory 
of his youth was now eclipsed, all the moss, 
oms of his hope w'erc blasted, and he saw 
liimself doomed to the miseries of a jail, 
without the least prospect of enlargement, 
except in the issue of his lawsuit, of .which 
he had, for some tune past, growm less and 
less confident every day^ What would be- 
come of the unfortunate, if the constitution 
of the mind did not ]>ormit them to bring one 
passion into the field against another? pass* 
ions that operate m the human breast, like 
' poisons of a. different nature, extinguishing 
each other’s effect. Our hero’s grief reign 
ed in full despotism, o: til it wpt deposed b) 
^ revenge ; duniig the predominancy of whief 
Jie considered every thing which hid happen 
ed as a circumstance conducive to his grati 
fication. “ If i must be prisoner for life,*' 
said he to himself, “if I must relinquish al' 
. my gay expectations, let .me at least hav 
the satisfaction' 6f clanking my chains so oi 
to interrupt the repose of my adversary 
and let me search in liiy own breast Ibr that 


-eace and contentment, which I have not 
jeen able to find in all the scenes of my-suc- 
ess. In being detached from the world 1 
hall be delivered from folly and ingratitude, 

\ well as exempted from an expense, which 
. should havii found it very difficult, if not 
nipracticable, to support ; 1 shall liave little 
ir no temptation to rnis-spend iny time, and 
Qore undisturbed opportunity to earn my 
ubsistence, and prosecute rny revenge. 
After all, a jail is tho best tub to Which a 
ynio philosopher can retire.” 

In consequence of these comfortable re- 
flections, he sent a letter to Mr Crabtree, 
with an account of his misfortune, signifying 
is resolution to move himself immediately 
into the Fleet, and desiring that he would 
.end him some understanding attorney of his 
acquaintance, who would direct him into the 
stops necessary to be taken for that pu^ose. 
The misanthrope, upon the receipt of. thif 
intimation, went in person to a law^yer, 
whom he accompanied to the spunging-house 
whither the prisoner had by this time retired. 
Peregrine was, under the auspices of his 
director, conducted to the judge’s chamber, 
where he was left in the custody of a tip- 
staff ; and, after having paid for a warrant 
of habeas corpus^ by him conveyed to the 
Fleet, and delivered to the care of the 
warden. 

Here he was introduced to the lodge, in 
which he was obliged to expose himself a 
full half-hour to the eyes of all the turnkeys 
and door-keepers, who took an accurate 
survey of his person, that they might know 
him again at ‘first sight; and then he was 
turned loose into the place called the 
master’s side, having given a valuable con- 
sideration for that privilege. This is a lar^ 
range of building, containing some hundreds 
of lodging-rooms for the convenience of 
the prisoners, who pay so much per week 
for that accommodation. In short, this com- 
munity is like a city detached from all com- 
munication with the neighbouring parts, re- 
gulated by its own laws, and furnished with 
peculiar conveniences for the use of the in- 
habitants. There is a cofibehouse for the 
resort of gentlemen, in, which all sorts of 
liquors are kept, and a public kitchen, where 
any quantity of meat is sold at a very reason- 
able rate, or any kind of provision boiled and 
roasted groTw, for the poor prisoners : nay, 
there ore certain servants of the public, who 
are obliged to go to market, at the pleasure 
of individuals, without fee or reward from 
those who employ them ; nor are they coop- 
ed up, so as to be excluded from tho hetient 
of fresh air, there being an open of q. 
considerable extent, adjacent to the building, 
on which they may exorcise tbemWlves in 
walking, skittles, bowls, and variety of otlier 
diversions, aicording to the inclination of 
cacUv ‘ ^ . 

. Our ■ adventurer being admitted* a dehixea 



m 


ADVENTURES OP PEREGRINE PICKLE, 


of the comniunity, found hinisclf bewildcted 
in the midst of strangers; who, by their ap- 
pearance, (lid not at all prepossess him in 
thoi^ IkVour; and, alter having strolled about 
the place with his friend Cadwallader, repair- 
ed to the coffeehouse, in order to be further 
informed of the peculiar customs which it 
was necessary for him to know. 

Thei«, whtle he cmdi^avoured to pick up 
intelligence from the bar-kceper, he was ac*- 
costed by a person in canonicals, who very 
civilly asked if he was a ncw-comer. Being 
answered in the affirmative, he gave him the 
sdlutatioii of welcome to the society, and, 
with ^eat hospitality, undertook to initiate 
liim in the constitutions of the brotherhood. 
This humane clergyman giive him to under- 
stand, that his first care ought to be that of 
securing a lodging ; telling him there was a 
certain number of apartments in the prison 
let at the same price, though some were more 
commodious than others; and that when 
the bettei^ sort became vacant, by the removal 
of their possessors, those who succeeded in 
point of seniority had the privilege of oc- 
. copying the empty tenements preferable to 
the rest of the inhoDitants, howsoever respect- 
able they might otherwise be; that when the 
jail was very much crowded, thtjre was but 
one chamber allotted for two lodgers ; but 
this was not considered as any great hard- 
ship on tlio prisoners, because, in that' case, 
'there was always a sufficient number of 
males, who willingly admitted the females to 
n share ie their apartments and bods : not 
but the lime had been, when this expedient 
would not answer the occasion, because, 

■ after a couple had been quartered in evc^ 
room, there was a considerable residue still 
unprovided with lodging ; so that, for the time 
being, the last comers wore obliged to take 
up their habitation in Mount Scoundrel, an 
apartment most miserably famished, in which 
they lay promiscuously, amidst hlth and 
vermin, until they could be better accom- 
modated in due course of rotation. 

Peregrine hearing the description of this 
place, l^an to be very impatient about his 
night!$ .lodging ; and the parson, perceiving 
his anxiety, (conducted him, without loss of 
time, to the warden, who forthwith put him 
in possession of a paltry chamber, for which 
lie agi*eed to pay half a crown a-week. 
This point, being settled, his director ^ve 
him an account of the different methods of 
eating, either singly, in a niess, or at an or- 
dinary, and ‘ advised him to choose tlie last, 
as the most reputoble, offering to introduce 
him next dav to the best company in the 
Fleet, who always , dined together in public. 

Pickle haying thanked this gentleman for 
his civilities, and promised to be governed by 
hi$ advide, invited him to pass the evening 
at h& apartments ; and, in the mean timb, 
shut' lumself up with CrebtreOr in order *to 
deUberate up^ they^e9kofi& affairs. , Of 
',,4' V .27V' 


all his ample fortune nothing now remained 
but liis wardrobe, which was not veiy sump- 
tuous, about thirty guineas in casli, and the 

f prison, which tlie misanthrope Counselled 
im to convert into ready money (or his 
present subsistence. This advice, however, 
he absolutely rejected, not only on account 
of his having already bestowed it upon 
Hatchway during the term of his natural 
life, but also with a view of retaining some » 
memorial of the commodore's generosity. . 
He proposed, therefore, to finish in this 
retreat the translation, which he had under- 
taken, and earn his future subsistence by 
labour of the same kind. He desired Cad- ^ 
wallader to take charge of his movables, 
and send to him such linen and clothes as he 
should have occasion for in his conhnement. 
Bat, among all his difficulties, nothing em- 
barrassed him Bp much as his faithful Pipes, 
whom ho could no longer entertain in his 
service. He knew Tom had made shift to 
pick up a' competency in the course of his 
ministration ; but that reilection, though it 
in some measure alleviated, could imt wTiolly 
prevent the mortification he should suffer in 
parting with an affectionate adherent, who 
was by this time become as necessary to him 
as one of his own members, and who was so 
accustomed to live under his command and 
protection, that he did not believe the fellow 
could reconcile himself to any other way of 
life. , 

Crabtree, in order to make him easy on 
that score, offered to adopt him in the room 
of his own valet, whom he would dismiss ; 
though he observed that Pipes had been 
quite spoiled in our hero's eeryico. But Pe- 
regrine did not choose to lay his friend under 
that inc(>nvcnience, knowing that his present 
lacquey understood and complied with all the 
peculiarities of his humour, which T'ipes 
would never bo able to study or regard : he 
theixffore determined to send him back to 
his shipmate Hatchway, with whom ho had 
spent the fore-part of his lifi*. 

These points being adjusted, the two 
friends adjourned to the coffeehouse, with a 
view of inquiring into the chararter of the 
clergyman to whose beneficence our adven- 
turer was so much indebted. They learned 
he was a person who had incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the bishop in whose diocese he 
was settled, and, being unequal in power to 
his antagonist, had been driven to the FJoct, 
in consequence of his obstinate opposition ; 
though he still found means to enjoy a pretty 
considerable income, by certain irregular 
pmctices in the way of hia function, which 
income was > chjetly consumed in acts of 
luimanity to his fellow-creatures in dis- 
tress. . \ , 

pis eulogium was scarce finished when he > 
entered the room, according to appointment 
with^ Peregrine; who ordering wine and 
abmething^ for supper to be carried tq hie 
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apartrhent, the triumvirate went tMtlrejr ; and 
Cadw’alladcr taking his leave for the 
the two fellow-prisoners passed the evening 
very sociably, our hero being entertained by 
his new companion with the private history 
of the place, some particulars of which were 
extremely curious. He told him, that the 
person wlio attended thorn at supper, bowing 
with the most abject servility, and w6rship- 
pmg them every time he opened his mouth, 
with the epithets of yonr lordship and ymr 
honour, had, a few years before, been actually 
a captain in the guards ; who, after having 
run his career in the trreat world, had treaded 
every station in their community, from that 
of a buck of the first order, who swaggers 
about the Fleet in a laced coat, with a foot- 
man and w , to the degree of a tapster, 

ill which he was now happily settled. “ If 
you will take the trouble of going into the 
cook’s kitchen,” said ho, “you will perceive 
a beau metoiiuirphosed into a turnspit ; and 
there are shine hewers of wood ana drawers 
of water in this microcosm, who have had 
forests and fishponds of their own ; yot, not- 
withstanding such a miserable reverse of 
fortune, they are neither objects of regard 
nor compassion, because their misfortunes 
are the fruits of the most vicious extra- 
VagJince, and they are absolutely insensible 
of the misery which is their lot. Those of 
our fellow-sufferers, who have been reduced 
by undeserved losses, or tbe precipitation of 
inexperienced youth, ncvCr fail lo ineet with 
the most brotherly assistance, provided they 
behave with decorum, and a duo sense of 
their unhappy circumstaiices. Nor arc we 
destitute of power to chastise tlie licentious. 
Who refuse to comply with tlie regulations 
of the place, and disturb the peace of the 
community with riot and disorder. Justice 
is here impartially administered by a court 
of equity, consisting of a select number of 
thetuost respectable inhabitants, who punish 
all offenders with equal judgment and reso- 
iiitioa, after they have boon fairly convicted 
of the crimes kid to their charge.” 

The clergyman liaving thus explained the 
economy of the place, as well as the cause 
of his own confinement, began to discover 
signs of curiosity touching our hero’s situa- 
tion; and Pickle, thinking he could do no 
less for the satisfretion of a man who had 
treated him in such an hospitable manner, 
frij^urcd him with a d^il of tlio circum- 
atancea which produvO^ his hnnsonment, 
at the .same time gfatifjnng liis resentment 
against the minuster. which delighted in re- 
^capitulatiftg the injuries -he had received. 
The paiaon^ who nudbeen prepossessed in 
favoitr of ourytmth at first sight, understand* 
tng what a conaidorable part^hc had acted on 
the stage of his veneration Increase 

md, pleased with the opportunity of intro- 

I ucing a stranger of his consequence to Uw 
(ub, left him* to ;bia repose, or rather t< 


uminatc on an event which he bad xiot os ■ 
^ct seriously considered. ' , 

I might here, in imitation of sorofe Odle- • 
rated writers, famish out a page or two, 
with the reflections he made upon the in- 
itability of human affairs, the treachery Of 
be world, and the temerity of youth-; • and 
•ndeavour to decoy the reader into a smile^^ 
ly some quaint observation of my. own," 
ouching the sagacious moralizer ; but besides ^ 
.hat 1 look upon this practice os an iniper'- 
linent anticipation of the peruser’s thoughts, 

[ have too much matter of importance upon 
my hands, to give the reader the least reason 
.0 believe that I am driven to such paltry 
diifts, in order to eke out the volume. Suf- 
fice it then to say, our adventurer passed a 
'ery uneasy night, not only from the thorny 
uggestions of his mind* but likewise from 
he anguish of his body, which suffered from 
he hardness of his couch, as well as from 
.he natural inhabitants thereof, that did not 
ainoly sullcr his intrusion. 

In the morning he was waked by Pipes, 
who brought upon his shoulder a port- 
manteau filled with necessaries, according to 
,hc direction of Cadwalladcr ; and tossing it . 
down upon the floor, regaled himself witli a 
quid, without the least manifestation of con- 
cern, After some pauses — “ You see, Pipes,” 
said his master, “to whal 1 have brought 
myself.” “Ey, ey.” answered the valet, 
•‘once the vessel is ashore, what signifies, 
talking? We must bear a hand to tow her 
off, if wo can ; if she wont hud^for all the 
anchors and capstans aboard, after we hav^ 
lightened her, by cutting away her masts, 
and heaving her guns and cargo overboard, 
why then, mayliap a brisk gale of. wind, a 
tide, or current setting from shore, mav float 
lier again, in the' blast of a whistle, if ere is 
two hundred and ten guineas by the tale, in 
this here canvas bag : and upon this scrap of 
paper — no, avast — ^that’s my discharge from 
the parish for Moll TnimlleT— ey,, here It is, 
an order for thirty pounds upon tlie what- 
d’ye-calU’em in the city; and two tickets for 
twenty-five and eighteen, which I lent, d’ye 
sec, to Sam Studding to buy a cargo of mm, 
when be hoisted the sign of the Comihodoie 
at St Catherine’s.” So sayings he- spread 
his wliole stock upon the table for the ac- 
ceptance of Peregrine ; who, being .very 
much afifected with this fresh instance of his 
attachment, ‘ expressed his satisfaction at 
jsceing he. bad been such a good Ccononiist, 
and paid his wages up to that very d^y. 
IJe th^^nked him for his faithful seirvici^; 
and, observing that he himself was no longer 
in a condition to maintain a domestiej,' ad- 
vised him to retire to the garriBon,'Wh€?re hV. 
would be kindly received bV. feis friend 
ifatchVay, to: whom he would recommend 
him in the atron^st terms*' 

Pipes lOokdd blank at this unexpected in- 
tupationVto ^ich he roptied, that lie wanted 
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neither pay nor provieion, but only to bcemi 
ployed as a tender ; and that he would not 
steer his course for the garrison, unless his 
master would lirst take his lumber aboard. 
Picklo, however, peremptorily refused to 
touch a ferthing of the money, which he 
commanded him to put up ; and Pipes was 
so mortified at his refusal, that, twisting 
the notes together, he threw them into the 
fire without hesitation, crying, “damn the 
money !” ^ The canvas bag, with its contents, 
would have shared the same fate, had not 
Peregrine started up, and snatching the 
paper, from the flames, ordered his valet to 
forbear, on pain of being banished for ever 
from his sight. He told him, that, for the 
present, there was a necessity for hie being 
r dismissed, and he discharged him'according- 
ly ; but if he would go and live quietly with 
•the lieutenant, he promised, on the first 
favourable turn of his fortune, to take him 
again into his service. lathe mean time ho 
gave him ^ to understand, that he neither 
wanted, nor would make any use of his 
money, which he insisted upon his pocketing 
immediately, on pain of forfeiting all title 
to his favour. 

Pipes was very much chagrined at these 
injunctions, to which he inode no reply; but 
sweeping tlie money into his bag, stalked off 
in . silence, with a look of grief and niortifi- 
cation, which his countenance had never ex- 
hibited before.' Nor was the proud heart of 
Pickle unmoved upon the occasion ; he could 
scarce suppress his sorrow in the presence 
pf Pipes, and, soon as he was gone, it vented 
itself in tears. 

Having no great pleasure in conversing 
with his own thoughts, he dressed himself 
with all convenient dispatch, being attended 
by one of the occasional valets of the place, 
who had formerly been a rich mercer in the 
city ; and this operation being performed, he 
went to breakfast at the coffeehouse, where 
lie' happened to meet with his fViend the 
clergyman, and several persons of genteel 
appearance, to whom the doctor introduced 
Lun as a new messmate. By these gentle- 
men he was conducted to a place, where 
- they spent the forenoon in playing at fives, 
an exercise in which our hero took singular 
^ delight ; tind about one oVlock a court was 
' held, for the trial of two delinquents, who 
had transgressed the laws of honesty and 
good order. 

The first appeared at the bar was an 
attorney, apoBsed of having picked a.gontle- 
man's pocket of his handkerchief; and the 
' fact being proved' by incontestable evidence, 
he rec4?ived sentdneo. In consequence of 
which, be was immediately, carried to the 
public pump, and subjected to a severe cas- 
cade of cold water. This cause , being dis- 
cussed; they proceed^ to the trial of the 
other offender, who ^ was- lieutenant of a 

'-man of war, indicted’ for a' riot/ which he had 


committed in company^ with a female, not 
yet taken, against the laws of the place, and 
the peace of his felloW’^prisoners. The 
culprit had been very obstreperous, and ab- 
solutely refused to obey the eummons, with 
many expressions of contempt and defiance 
a^inst the authority of the court ; upon 
vmich the constables were ordered to bring 
him to the bar, viet armis : and he was ac- ' 
cordjngly brouglit before the judge, after hav*r'' 
ing made a most desperate resistance with a 
hanger, by which one of the officers was 
dangerously wounded. This oulrngo was-" 
such an aggravation of hie crime, that tlie 
court would not venture to decide upon it, 
but remitted him to the sentence of the 
warden; who, by virtue of his dictatorial 
power, ordered the rioter to be loaded witli 
irons, and conimed in the strong room, which 
is a dismal dungeon, situated upon the side 
of a ditch, infested with toads and vermin, 
surcharged with noisome damps, and imper- 
vious to the least ray of light. . 

Justice being done upon these criminals, 
our adventurer and his company adjourned 
to the ordinary, which was kept in the coffee- 
house ; and he found, upon inquiry, that his 
messmates consisted of one officer, two un- 
derwriters, three projectors, an alchymist, an 
attorney, a parson, a Wee of poets, a baronet, 
and a knight of the bath. The dinner, 
though not sumptuous, nor very elegantly 
served up, was nevertheless substantial, and 
pretty well dressed: the wine waa tolerable, 
and, all the guests as cheerful as if they had 
been utter strangers to calamity; so that our 
adventurer began >o relish t/ie company^ 
and mix in conversation, with that 
sprightliness and case which were peciilior 
to his disposition. The repast being ended, 
the reckoning paid, and part of the gentle- 
men withdrawn to cards, or other avocation?, 
those who remained, among w hom Pere- 
grine made one, agreed to spend the after- 
noon in conversation over a bowl of punch ; 
and the liquor being produced, they passed 
the time very socially in various topics of 
discourse, including many curious anecdotes 
relating to their own affairs. Nd man 
scrupled to own the nature of the debt for 
which he was confined, unless it happened to 
be some piddling affair; but, on the contrary, 
boasted of the importance of the sum, as a 
circumstance that implied his having been a 
person of consequence in life ; and he wlio 
made the most remarkable escapes from bai- 
liffs, was looked upon as a man of superior 
genius and address. ^ 

Among othbr extraordinary adventures of 
this hitid^ none was more romantic than the 
last elopement achieved by the officer ; who . 
told them he had been arrested for a debt of 
two hundred pounds, at a time 'when he 
could not command as many pence, and con- 
veyed to the baiUtPs house, in which ho con^ , 
tUmed a wliole foitnight, moving his lodging 
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higher and liigher, from time to time, ia pro* 
. portion to the decay of his credit ; .unt9, from 
the parlour, ho bad made a regaiar ascent to 
the garrpt. There, whijo he ruminated on 
his next step, which would have been to the 
Aiarshalseai and^ saw the night looming on, 
attended, by hunger and cold* the wind began 
to blow, and the tiles of the house, rattled 
with the storm; his imagination was imme- 
diately struck with the idea of escaping un- 
perceived, amidst the darkness and noise of 
the tempest, by creeping out of the window 
of his apartment, and making his way over 
the tops of the adjoining houses. Glowing 
with this prospect, be examined the passage, 

. which, to his infinite mortification, he found 
grated with iron bars on the outside ; but 
even tliis, difficulty did not divert him from 
- his purpose. Conscious of his own strength, 
he believed himself able to make a hole 
through the roof, which seemed to be slender 
and crazy ; and on this supposition, he bar- 
ricadoed tlie door with the whole furniture 
of the room then setting himself to work 
with a poker, he in a few minutes effected a 
passage for his hand, with which he gradually 
stripped off the boards and tiling, so os to 
open a sally-port for his whole body, through 
which he fairly set himself free, groping his 
way towards tlie next tenement, Hero, 
however, he met with an unlucky accident. 
Hie hat being blown of his head, chanced to 
fall into tlm court just as one of* the bailiff’s 
' followers was knocking at the door; and this 
myrniidon recognising it, iiuinediately gave 
tlm alarm to his chief, who, running up stairs 
to the garret, forced ofeh the door in a 
twinkling, inotvntlistandiiig the p/ecautions 
which the prisoner had taken, and, drith his 
attendant, pursued the fugitive through fiis 
own track-. “After this chase had continued 
some lime,” said the officer, “to the im- 
minent danger of all throe, I found my pro- 
gress suddenly stopped by a sky-light, through 
which I perceived seven tailors sitting at 
work upon a board. Without the least hesi- 
tation,. or previous notice, I plunged among 
them with uiy backside foremost. Before 
they could rocojlect themselves from the 
consternation occasioned by such a strange 
visit, I told them my situation, and gave 
. thpm to understand that there was no time to 
,.be lost, One of the nombov taking the hint, 
le4 me itte‘.antly down jjidiw, and diiunisscd 
inp.'at fho street-door , while tlu' bailiff and 
follower, .arriving at the breach,, \vere de- 
. from entering bv tlie brethren of my 

' ^iledirerer, W’hcfK. p^esentuigibeir shears, like a 
' Tange of commanded them 

to retire, bn . ^.aiii» itnmediajfee death : and 
the catchp^.Of^lfil. than ridt his carcass, 
commented to ^charge the debt, comforting 
himself with the. tiope of making me prisoner 
again. ' There, hpvrover, he. was disappoint- 
ed: I kept snug, add laughed at his escape. 
V^arrant, until I waU ordered abroad tyith 


the regiment, when I conveyed myself in a 
hearae to Gravesend, where i. eiufl&rkeiJ' fpr. 
Flanders'; but, being obliged to. come over., 
again on tlie recruiting service, I was. nabbed 
on another score; and all the satisffietion kny ! 
first captor has been able to obtain, is a writ 
of detainer, which, I believe, will fix |ne in 
Uiis place, until the parliament, in its j^eat. 
goodness, shall think' proper to dischaige iny ' 
debts by a new act of insolvency.” 

Every body owned, that the captain^s sue- 
cess was equal to the hardiness of his enter- . 
prise, which was alto^ther in. theetyle of a , 
soldier ; but one of the merchants ol^erved,. ' 
that hq nmst have been a bailiff of small ex- ' 
perience, who would trust a prisoner of that 
consequence in such an unguarded place . “/f 
the captain,” said he, “had fallen into tlie. 
hands of such a cunning rasc^ as the Ibllow 
that arrested me, he would not have found it ' 
such an easy matter to escape ; for the man- 
ner in which 1 was caught is perhaps the 
most extraordinary that ever was practised 
in these realms. You must knowi gentle- 
men, I suffered such losses by insuring vess- 
els during the war, that I was obliged to 
stop payment, though roy expectations were 
such as encouraged me to manage one branch 
of business, without coming to any immedi- 
ate composition with my crcdiiors. In short., 

1 received consignments from abroad as 
usual ; ‘and, that I might npt be subject to the 
visits of those catchpoles, I never stirred 
abroad, but, turning my first fioor Into a ware- ' 
house, ordered all my goods to Jbe hoisted up . 
by a crane fixed to the upper story of my 
housOf 'Divers wore tlie stratagems' prac-. 
tised by those ingenious ferrets, with a view 
of decoying me from the walls of nty fortifir 
cation, 1 received innumerable messages 
from people, who wanted to see . me, at cer- 
tain taverns, upon particular business; I was 
summoned into the country, to see my, own . 
mother, who was. said to be at tlie popat of.< 
death. .A gentlewoman, one night, wap; tok- 
en in labour on rny threshold ; at another 
time I was disturbed with tlm cry of murder 
oh' the street, and once 1 was alarmed by a. 
ffilse fire. But, being still ppon my guard, 

I baffled all their attempts, atid thought my- 
sqlf quite secure from their inventioD,>hen 
one of those blood-hounds, inspired, I be^. 
lievo,. by the devil himself, contrived a snare 
by which I was. at Iwt entrapped. Hernade . 
it hiP business to inquire into the particular 
of my traffic ; and undersiandihgtluit ataphg v 
other tbipgc, were severah:che»ts;of ^ ^ 
Florence entered at the custom-house oh ntjry 
behalf* be ordered himself to be &le«^d 
box of the, same dimensions,, with, air-boles^ 
in the bottom for the benefit of brcatfilhg, 
and No. jHI.'tnarked upon the cover ; and be- 
ing conveyed to my door., in a cart, among 
othcr:,gbod8* wps* in his turn, hoisted up tp 
my wajfehouaei/tvhere I stood, with' a bant- : 
mer* in .open the chests* that 1 pidgbt 
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compare the conte/ita with th^ invo’ce. You iiig, before God, that they had no other 
may giiesa my surpHse and consternation, chance to be saved. ' 

when, upon uncovering the box, I saw a “The watermen were immediately taken 
bailiff rearing up his head, like Lazawa from up by some of their own. friends, who, far 
the grave, and heard him declare that he had from yielding any assistance to ihe, catdi- 
a writ against me for a thdiisapd pounds ! poles, kept aloo^ and exulted in their ca- 
Indecd,’ I aimed the hammer at his head,^ but lamity. In short, two of the five went to’ 
in the hurry of my confusion, .missed my the bottom, and never saw the light of God’s • 
mark ; before I could repeat the blow, he sun, and the other three, with great difficid- 
startodup with i^reat agility, and executed his ty, saved themselves by laying hold on the' 
office in sight of several evidences whom he rudder of a dung barge", to which they were 
had assembled in the street for that purpose ; carried by the Stream, while Tom, with great 
so that I could not possibly disentangle my- deliberation, swam across to the Surry shore, 
self from the toil without incurring an escape- After this achievement, he was so much ‘ 
warrant, from which I had no protection, dreaded by the whole fraternity, that they 
But, had I known the contents of the chest, shivered at the very mention of his name ; 
by alt that^s good ! I would have ordered my and this character, which some people would 
porter to raise if up high as the crane think an advantage to a man in debt, was 
would permit, and then have cut the rope by the greatest misfortune that could possibly 
accident.** happen to him ; because no tradesman would 

“ That expedient,” said the knight with the give him credit for the least trille, on the 
red ribbon, “would have discouraged him supposition that he .could not indemnify, hirn- 
from aucli hazardous attempts for the future, self in the common course of law.** 
and would have boon an example m /erro- The parson did no, t approve of Mr Ilacka- 
rem. of all his brethren. TIic story puts mo bout’s method of escaping, which he consid- 
iii mind of a deliverance achieved by Tom ored as a very unchristian attempt upon the 
Hackabout, a very stout honest fellow, an Uvea of his tbllow-subjccts It is enough,” 
old acquaintance of mine, who had been so said he, “that we elude the lawsofourcoun- 
famous for maiming bailiffs, that another geii- 117 , without murdering the. officers of jus- 
tlemali having been ill used at a spungmg. tice: for my own part, I can lay my hand 
house, no sooner obtained his liberty, than, upon my heart, and safely say, that 1 forgive 
with a view of being revenged upon the, land- fi*om my soul the fellow by whom 1 was made 
lord, he, for five shillings, bought one of a prisoner, although the circumstances of 
Tom’s notes, \Vhich sold at a very large dis- his behaviour were treacherous, wicked, and 
count, and taking out a writ upon it, put it profane. You must know, Mr Pickle, 1 was 
into the. hands of the bailiff, who had used one day called into my chapel, in order to 
him ill. The catchpole, after a diligenf join a couple in tlje lioly bands of matri- 
search, liad an opportunity of executing the mony; and my affairs being at that time so 
writ upon the defendant^ who, without cere- situated, as to lay me under the appreben- 
mony, broke one of his arms, fractured his sions of an arrest, T cautiously surveyed the 
skull, and belaboured him in such a manner, man through a lattice which was made for 
that he lay. without sense or motion on the that purpose, before T would venture to come 
spot. By such exploits the hero became so within his reach. He was clothed in a seo/- 
formi'dable, that no single bailiff would un- man’s jacket and .trowsers, and had sucli an 
dertake. to arrest him ; so that he appeared air of simplicity in his countenance, as di- 
• in iill ptfolic placed untouched. .At length, vested me of all suspicion ; I therefore, with- 
however, several officers of the Marshalsca- out any further scruple, trusted myself in his 
court entered into a confederacy against him ; presence, began to exercise tho duty of my 
and two of tile number, attended by three function, and had actually performed one 
. desperate fellows, ventured to arrest him one half of the ceremony, when the supposed 
day'in the Strand; near Huhgerford market : wqman, pulling out a paper from her bosom, 

' be found it impossible tb make resistauco, exclaimed,' with a masculine voice, Sir, 
because the wh^e gang sprung upon him at you are my prisoner; L have got a writ 
, once, like so many tigers, and pinioned hjs against you for five hundred pounds.* Twos 
arms so last, that ho could not wag a finger; thunderstruck at this declaration, not so 
Perceiving himself ' fairly overpowered, he much on account of my own misfortune, 
deshod to be , conducted forthwith to jail, and ..which (thank heaven) l ean bear with pa- 
'was'stdvfed, in"“a jbuat' accordingly ; by the tience and resignation, as at the impiety of 
timb they bad t^ched the middle of the river, the wretch, first in disguising such a worldly 
be foiftid .hihans, to overset the wheny by aim under tho cloak of religion ; and, se- 
acdifent, " and every man disregarding the eondly, in ; prostituting the service, when; 
prkonefi consulted his owirsafety.^ As for ;^re wa$ no penaaion for so doing, his de- ; 
Hackabout, to whom that element was quite sigh Imving previously taken effect. Yet I 
familiari he mounted astride upon the keel of ^glve him, poor soul i because he knew 
the boat, which wae:uppennost,.and exhorted n^ what he did ; and' I hope you, Sir Sipple* 
the bailiffs to swim for theiir protest^ w3l exert the same Christian virtue tow.arda, 
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the man by whom you were like wse, over- 
reached.” 

“ Oh ! damn the rasctil,” cried thSs knight, 
<*wero I his judge, he should bo condemned 
to flames everlasting. A villain ♦ to clisgiicb 
me in such a manner, before almost all the 
jashiouable company in town.’* ^>ur hero 
expressing a curiosity to Itnow the particu- 
lars of this adventure, the knight gratified 
his desire, by telling him, that one evening, 
while he was engaged in a party of cards, at 
a drum in the house of a certain lady of qual- 
ity, he wiw given to understand by one of the 
servants, timt a stranger, very richly dressed, 
was just arrived in a chair, preceded by five 
fiiotinen with flambeaux, and that he refused 
to come up stairs, until he should be intro^ 
duced by Sir Sipple. “ Upon this notice,” 
continued the knight, “ I judged it was some 
;of my quality friends; and having obtained 
her ladyship’s permission to bring him up, 
wont down to the hall, and perceived a per- 
,son, whom, to the best of my recollection, I 
had never seen before. However, his ap- 
pearance was so magnificent, that I could not 
harbour the least suspicion of his true qual- 
ity ; and, seeing me advance, he saluted mo 
with a very genteel bow, observing, that 
though be had not the honour of my acquaint- 
ance, he could not dispense with waiting 
upon me, even on that occasion, in conse- 
quence of a letter which he had received 
from a particular friend. So saying, he put 
a paper into, my hand, intimating, that he had 
got a writ against me for ten thousand 
pounds, and that it wquld bo my interest to 
/sifomitvwithout resistaiice, for he was provid- 
ed with a ^ard of twenty men, who sur- 
rounded the door in different disguises, de- ‘ 
teruiined to secure me against a)I opposition. 
Enraged at the scoundrel’s finesse, and trust- 
ing to the assistance of the real footmen as- 
sembled in the hall, — ‘ So, you are a rascally 
^ bailiff,’ said I, * who have assumed the garb 
rtf a gentlqman, in .oi;der to disturb her lady- 
ship’s company. Take this fellow, my lads, 
and roll him in the kennel; here are ten 
guineas for your trouble.’ .Tbese words were 
no sooner pronounced, than I was seized, 
lifted up, placed in a chair, and carried oifin 
the twinkling of an eyej iiot but that the 
servants of the house and some other footmen 
made a motion toward iny rescue, andadarmed 
all the company above; bailifi’affirra- 
ing, V-with undaunted efi'ronteiy, that i was 
, . taken^up upon an affair of state, and so many 
/.peo^e appeariiw in his bel»aif| the countess 
, Wpnld nc^sufier the supposed ntfessenger to be 
insultdd^ be 'carried me to the county 
jiur, wi^K 0 Ul;:fJuthpr let or molestation.” ■. 

'' 

. Pkkle, seems reconciled to 

h^ ho^ei atid is^py iis pier^mm enter- 


tained with the memoirs of , a noted per- 
sonage^whom'he sees by uebidmt in the 
: Fleet. ' , 

The knight had scarce finished his pamftivo; 
when our hero was told, that a genSemau. In 
the cofibe-room wanted to see him ; and when ^ 
he went thither he found fife friend Crabtree, 
who had transaeted^all his affairs,, according 
to the detennination of the ' preceding day ; 
and now gave liim an account of Uie. re- 
marks he had overheard, on the subject of . 
his misfortune for the manner of arrest 
was so public and extraordinary, that those 
who were present immediately propagated 
it among their acquaintance, and it Was that 
,same evening discoursed upon at several tea 
and card tables, with this variation ftoiii the 
truth, that the debt amounted to twelve 
thousand instead of twelve hundred pounds; 
from which circumstance it v/as conjectured, 
that Peregrine was a bite' from the begin- 
ning, who had found credit on account of his ' 

effrontorw o«/i - 


. — .vj, vyiiicii uiuy considered as a just pun-* 
ishment for his fraud and presumption, snd 
began to review certain particiuars of his 
conduct, that plainly demonstrated liim to 
be a rank adventurer, long More lie had ar- 
rived at this end ofhfe career. 

Pickle, who now believed his gloiy was set 
for over, received this intelligence .wi^h that 
disdain which enables a man to detail him- 
self effectually from the world, and, with 
great tranquillity, gave the misanthrope an 
entertaining detail of what he had seen and 
heard since their last parting. While they 
amused themselves in this manner over a dish 
I of coffee, they were joined by the patson, : 

' who congratulated our hero upon his bearing ’ 
thjs misimance with\such philosophic; quiet,. .* 
and be^n to regale the two firtends with , 
some curious circumstances relating:, to the 
; private history of the severa! prisohers as 
they, happened to come in. . ' ^ 

. At )eogth a ^lUlamao entered ; 'at sight 
of whom the clergyman rose up, and saluted ' 
him with, a moot tevetentialbow, which was. 
graciously leturaed . by the stimjger, who, \ 
With a ^y)>ung mao tliat attended him, ietiW»d 
to the other eild of the room. -They 
no sooner put of hearing,, than the commA 
nicativo priest; desired his company i * 

particular notice of this pemon to whoto ^ ' 
had paid his ^pects; f<That n»l«/^said.|^e, 
this diiy due of the most 
of neglected; viJ^e. which the world cflin.pro’*' 
duce, .Oyel/ apd, above a !.cboi'disdrtping . 
head;,ft^»ght with uncommon 
experi^JM, be. is posf^ssed Of ' 

and rOsolutioh, as ho difocdriea,q^.,i^9IM!W^ 
age, hhd lid danger impair; andlso. ihdefiii- 
gabje in his hhwanity, that es!eiifx|[<i^i*ivhilO 
he.is sur^ui^d .wit^.su<^ OfobhtrasaDmts 
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^ AGf woul^. diiatr^cl the br^n of an oxditatfir^ 
' n^rtal* he jia$ added considerably to Em in 
, cumbranees, by taking undeir hia proteptibr 
that young gentleman, who^ induced by hi 
' • charaoter, ,ap|)<Milied to his benevolence foi 
H'dress of the grievances under which h< 
labours from the viHaihy of his guardian.** 

, Peregrine’s curiosity ^ing excited by thk 
encomium, be asked the name of this gener 
^ 0119 patron, of which when he was informed 
, —“I am' ho stranger,” said he,” to Urn fam) 
/ of that gentleman, who has made a consider 
iible noise in the world, on account of thai 
great cause lie undertook in defence of ar 
unhappy orphan ; and, since he is a person 
ofeuph an anuable disposition, lam heartily 
sorry to ifrnd. that his endeavours have not 
met with that siicccsstbl issue which their 
good fortune in the beginning seemed to 
promise. Indeed the circumstance of his 
espousing that cause was so uncommon and 
, romantic, and the depravity of the human 
heart so universal, that some people, unac- 
quainted with, his real character, imagined 
.his views Were altogether selfish ; and some 
‘ were not wanting, who affirmed he was a 
- mere adventurer. Nevertheless, I must do 
him the justice to own, 1 have heard some 
of the, most virulent of those who were con- 
cerned on the other side of the question, 
bear testimony in his fayour, observing, that 
lie was deceived into the expense of the 
whole, by the plausible i^lory which al first 
engaged his horapassion. Your description 
of his character confirms me in the same 
opinjori, though I am <jui to ignorant of the 
anair 5 the particulars ot which I should be. 

' glad to learn, as well as a genuine account 
of his own liio, many circu justices of whiibh 
are, by his eneniics, I believe, cgrcgiously 
misrepresented/’ , 

“ Sir,” answered the priest, ” that is a piece 
of satisfaction which I am glad to find niy. 
self capolfle of giving you ; I liave had the 
plcaauiie of being acquainted with MrM—- 
from Ws , youth ; and* every, thing which I 
sjiall relate concerning him, you may depend 
upon as a fact Whicb^ hath .fiiUeti under my 
own cognizance^ or been vouched upon the 
. credit of undoubted pyid^eiico. • 

father was a minister of the 
estdblikhed church df Scotland, descended 
fronV a very at|cieht'e)an, and his mother 
nearly related to a. noble family in the north, 
ern ^art.of tbc Wngdom. While the son' 
wa? b^tded at .^..public school, where he 
niattqr'gp^nr^ tongue, hij 

arfd ah orphan. 

the* care of aii'^udcle, who, finding him dc- 
tenutoed, against any servile employment, 
kept him at scho^^that ha fhight prepare.' 

for . ^he university,* With a view of 
' hmng qualified for his father^ profession. ' 

' <^Jlere his imagination wa^ 60 heated by 
the warlike achieven^nts he fbund recorded ’ 
u^tbe .l<atittauth9xfci?cV.«fl€^ Gurtiuki j 


and Buchanan, that he was seized with an 
irresistible thirst of military gfery, and de- 
sire of trying his fortune in the army. Ifis 
majesty’s' troops- taking the field, 'in ednse- 
ouonceof . the rebellion which happened in 
the year seveiitqpn hundred and fifteen,. Inis ^ 
young adventurer, thinking no life (maa| tp ! 
that of a soldier, found meaiis to furnish him.' 
self with a fiisiJ and bayonet, and, leaving ' 
the school, repaired to the camp near Stir-V 
ling, with a view of. signalizihg himself in , 
the field, though he was at that time but just 
turned of thirteen. He ofiered his service 
to several officers,, in hope of bein| enlisted 
in their companies ; but they would not re. 
ceive him, because tlicy rightly concluded, 
that he- was some school-boy broke loose, 
witliout the knowledge or consent of his re- 
lations. . '^Notwithstanding this di8coura|fe- 
ment, he continued in camp, curiously prying 
into every part of the service ; and such wan 
the ^solution conspicuous in him, even at 
such a tender age; that, after his small 
finances were exhausted, lie persistcMl in his 
design ; and, because he would not make his 
wants known* actually subsisted for several 
days on hips, haws, and sloes, and other 
spontaneous fruits w^hich he, gathered in t.lie ' 
woods and fields. Meanwhile, he never failed ‘ 
to be present, when any regiment or corps 
of men were drawn out to be exercised and 
reviewed, and accompanied them in all their - 
evolutions, which Ite had learned to groat 
.perfection by.observiugthe companies, which 
were, quartered in tlie place where he was at 
school. This eagerness and pcrsevcranco 
attracted the notice of many officers, - who, 
after having commended his spirit and zeal, 
pressed him to return to his parents, and 
even-threatened to expel him from the camp, 

■f he would not comply with their advice. . 

“These remonstrances having no other 
effect than that of warning him to avoid his 
mohitors, they thought proper to alter their 
■fchaviour .towords him, took him into their 
»rotection, and even into their mess; and 
vhat, above all otlier marks of favour, pleas- 
d the young soldier most, permitted him to 
iJCorpoKite in the battalion, and take his 
urn of duty with the other men. In tliis 
lappy situation he was discovered by a re- 
ation of his mother,' Who was a captain in 
he wiby, and who used all his authority 
nd influence in peranadiilgMTi- — to return 
0 school; but finding hint deaf to his ad- . 
lionitiops and threats, he took him under 
tis o^ii care, and, when the ktmy marched 
O/bujbbldnej, left'him at Stirling, with ex- 
iress ifijqnctions to keep himself within the 

He temporised with his kinsman, fearingr 
tto, should he seem refractory, the .captain 
woldd have ordered him to bo shut up in the . ^ 
. {pfiamed with the desire of seeing it ' ■ 
battle, hts 'relation no sooner marched off tlfe/, ; 
giWifii tlrEn he- mixed in with another tegi--: 
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ment, to u’’hicii his for^ncr |^t|l!!(|ffi^L^ojigedy 
and proceeded to the field, , wheitThe distin-^ 
guished himself, eyen at th%t .ehiljr. period of 
hfe, by Jiis gallantry, in hoping retrieve 

a pair of (rolours belonging to [9 regU 

inent; so that^ after the afiair;' he ^ivas pre*- 
sen f ed to the duke of Argyle, and recom- 
mended strongly to, Brigadier ^yaht, who 
invited him into his regiment, and promised 
to provide for him with the first opportunity: 
but that gentleman iin a little time lost his 
commahd, upon the diikc*s disgrace, and the 
regiment vlras ordered for Ireland, being given 
to Colonel Nassau, whose favour the young 
volunteer acquired to such a degree, that he 
was recommended to the king for an en- 
eigncy> which in all probability h'e woidd 
have obtained, had not regiment* been 
unluckily reduced. 

*‘ln consequence of this reduction, which 
happened iu the most severe season of the 
year, ho was obliged to return to his own 
country, through infinite hardships, to which 
ho was exposed from the narrowness of his 
circumstances: and- continuing still enam- 
oured of a military life, he entered, into the 
regiment of Scots Greys, at that time com- 
manded by tlie late Sir James Campbell, who 
being acquainted with his family and char- 
acter, encouraged him with the promise of 
speedy preferment. In this corps ho re- 
mained three years, during which he had no 
opportunity of seeing actual service, except 
at the afikir of Glensheel ; and this life of 
insipid quiet must have hung heavy upon 

a youth .of M ’s active disposition, had 

he not found' exercise for . the mind, in 
reading books of amusement, histoiy, voy- 
ages, and geography, together with those 
which treated of the art of war, ancient and 
modern, for which he . contracted such an 
eager appetite, that he used to spend sixteen 
hours a day in this employment. About that 
time he became acquainted with a gentlemen 
of learning and taste, who observing his in- 
defati^le application, and insatiable thirst 
after knowledge, took, upon himself the, 
charge of superintending his studies ; and, by 
the direction of such an able guidet the 
young soldier ' converted his attention to > 
more solid and profitable - coume of reading. 
So inordinate was- his desire of making 
.speedy advances in, the paths of learning; 

within fho compass of three months, 
'ho diligently perused the Writings of Locke 
Malebranche, diid made himself master 
of. <lie .first six, and of tlie eleventh and 
of Euclid's Elements., He 
ctjndidk|f^;jp'^fi^n(lorf and Grotius. with un- 
-Acquired a tolerable degree of 
.knowlcd^ ' ia the French language, and hie 
imagiliation'yviiaw..captivated with the de* 
siiB of ij^anwj^vthiat, seeing no prospect of 
a viyiur, PIT pipvided for in the 

'^.eesi'ice, be\ quICtro. tJie army, .and w.ent 
. -hropgh a hppl^.of university educa- 


tion. Having made jSuch mogress. hi his 
studies, he resolved to qualify himself for the 
church, and acquired such, a stock of sphool 
divinity, under the instructions of a learned 
professor at !Eldinburgh> that he more than", 
once mounted the rostrum in the.pqhlic halh- 
dnd held forth , with unebmmon, applause £ 
but being discouraged from a -prosecutiop of 
his plan, - by the unreasonable austerity of 
•some of the Spotch clergy, by whom the 
most indifferent apd innocent words; and uc-i. 
tions were often misconstrued into levity 
and misconduct, he resolved to, embrace - the 
first favourable opportunity of going abroad . 
being in^amed withtlie desire, of seeing fOr- 
eigii countries,' and actually set out for. Hol- 
land, where, for the space of two yeirs, lie 
studied the Roman law, with the law of na-. 
ture and nation^, under the famous profess- 
ors 7’oUcu and Barbcyrac. 

** Having thus finished his school educa- 
tion, he set out for Paris, with a view to 
make himself perfect in the French language, 
and learn such useful exercises, afi might be 
acquired with the wretched remnant of his 
slender estate, which was by that , time re- 
duced very low. In his journey through The 
Netherlands, he went to Namur, and paid 
his respects to Bishop Strickland and He- 
iieral Collier, by whopi he was' received \vilh “ 
great civility^ in consequence of letters of 
recommendation, with which he was pro- 
vided' from the and the old general 

assured him of hia . protection and interest 
for a pair of colours, if h»' was disposed to 
enter into the Dutch serv’ce. 

♦‘Thougli he was by that time pretty well 
cured of his. military quixotism,’ he would 
not totally decline the generous proffer, for 
which he thanked him in the nipst grateful 
terms, telling the general that he would. pay 
his duty to -him on hi's return frdm Prance; 
and then, if he could determine iinop re-en-. 
gaging in the army, should think himself . 
highly honoured in being under his com- 
mand. ‘ ' 

“After a stay .of. two mduths in Jianders, 
he proceeded to Paris, and, far irpta taking 
up his habitation in the suburbs of St Ger- 
according to the custom .of English 
travellers, he. hired a pnvate.lpdging on the 
other side of the river, and associated chiefty 
with ‘French officers, who (their yhm&tfiil- 
sallies being over) are allowed to be the po-' . 
litest gentlemen of that kingdqmr. / In thjs 
scheme he ffiimd his accounf so imuch,.'^at v 
he could not hut wonder af • 

conntr^m^rWhe lose tlie sepe bfj^eir;;: 

'abroad* by spending thcEr tim|' and 
fortune Wy^vlth, one ano^er. " ^ 1 

“Purmg his. residence ifi.H^Sahd, he’Kadf 
mado ;himself acquainted .wjjtli 
authpm'lh French so 

Was able to. share in their cqnyhiSftjtlpp V^jB ’ 
citenmstamee from which 
benefit.;: it not m.his' 
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knbwledge of tSaL tougiie, but a?«o te^dcci 
to the cnla^^mcnt of hia acquaintance, in 
the course ofwhich lie caatTactedintimacicfs 
in some families of good fashion, especially 
those of the long robe, which would have 
enabled him to pass his time very a^eeably, 
had he been a little easier in point of fortune : 
but bis iinanccs, notwithstanding tlie most 
rigid economy,, being in a few montlis re- 
duced to a very low ebb, the prospect of in- 
digence threw a darnp upon all his plcasunjs, 

. though he never suffered himself to be there- 
by in any degree dispirited: being in that 
respect of so iiappy a disposition, that con^ 
scious, poverty dr abundance made very 
slight impressions upon his mind. 

“ This consumption of his cash, however, 
involved hhn in some perplexity; and he 
deliberated with himself, v?ncthor he should 
return to General Collier, or repair to Lon- 
don, where he might possibly fall into some 
business not unbecoming a gentleman ; 
though he was very much mortilied to find 
hlrasoJf incapable or gratifying an inordinate 
desire which possessed him of making the 
grand tour, or at least of visiting the south- 
«^rn parts of Branco. 

“ While he thus' hesitated between dif- 
ferent suggestions, he v/as one morning visit- 
ed by a gentleman who had sought and cul- 
tivated his friendship,'. and for wdiorn he had 
done a good office, in 8upportin.g him with 
spirit against a brutal German, v/ith whom 
fiO had an affair of hofiour. This gentleman 
came to propose a party for a fortnight, to 
Fonlaineblcau, where the court tlien v/as ; 
and the proposal being declined by M--: — 
with more than usual stlfTness, his friend 
was very urgent to know the reason of' his 
refusal, and at length, with some confusion, 
said, ‘ Perhaps your finances are low.’ 

M replied, that he had wlicrowithal to 

defray the expense of his journey to liOndou, 
where he could be furnished with a fresh 
supply ; and this answ’cr was no sooner made, 
tiian the other, taking him by the hand, 
— ‘ My dear friend,’ said be, ‘ T am not un- 
acquainted with your affairs, and would have 
offered you my credit long ago, if I had 
thought it would be acceptable ; even now, 

I do not pretend to give you money, but 
desire and insist, upon it, that you will acc(?]>t 
of the loan of these two pieces of paper, 
to be repaid when you marry a woman with 
a fortune of twenty thousand poundsT ef 
ta^ii an employment of a thousand a year.* 
So sayingy^he presented him with two actions' 
of above two thousand I'ivres each. 

i* M-— was Astonished at this unexpected 
instance of generosity in a stranger,, and,, 
with suitable acknowledgement, peremptorily 
refused to incur such an obligation ; but at 
length he wa.«i, by. dirit of. importunity and 
warm expostulation, prOvailed upon. to accept 
one of the actions, On condition that the gen- 
tleman would take hia note for the mm; and 
. • • '.28 ‘ 


tins he absolutely rejected, until ,M- — pro- 
mised to draw upon him for double the value 
or more; ih case he should at any time want 
a further supply. This uncommori act of 
friendship and generosity, M— ailerwards 
had an opportunity to repay tenfold, though 
he could not help rcgi-ctling tlie Occasion, 
on his friend’s account. That worthy man. 
having, by placing too much coufidonco in U 
villainous lawyer, and a chain of other mis- 
fortunes, involved liimsclf and his amiable > 
lady in a labyrinth of diffietdties, v.'hich 
threatened the total ruin of his family; M — 
felt the inexpressible satisfaction of dcliverr 
ing his benefactor' from tliq snare. 

** Being thus reinforced by the generosity 
of his friend, M— - resolved to execute hjs 
former plan of seeing the south of France, 
together with tldr seaports of Spain, as far 
as Cadiz, from whence he proposed to lake 
a passage for London by sea ; and, with this 
view, sent fbrwanl his trunks by the diligence 
to Lyons, determined to ride post, in ordtT 
to enjoy a better view of the country, and 
for the convcnicncy of stopping at tJiose, 
places where there was any thing rcmarkablo 
to he seen or inquired into. Wliile he was 
employed in taking leave of his Parisian 
friends, who furnished him with abundant 
recommendations, a gentleman of his own 
country, who spoke little or no French, hear- 
ing of his intention, bogged the favour of 
accompanying him in his expedition. 

“With tiTis new companion, therefore, ho 
set out for Lyons, where he was perfectly 
well received by the intendant and some of' 
tlio best families of,tbc place, in consequence 
of his letters of recommendation; and, 
after a short stay in that city, proceeded 
down the Rhone to Avignon, in what is called 
the cocke tVeaii ; thbn visiting the principal 
towns of DaupUine, Languedoc, and Iho- 
vcnce, he returned to the delightful city <)f 
Marseilles, where he and his fcllow-travi'ller 
were so muclj captivated by tlie serenity of 
the air, the good-.nature ami hospitality of 
the sprightly inhabitants, that . they never 
dreamed of changing their quarters during 
the wljtole winter and part of the spring: 
here hie acquired the acquaintance of the 
mafepus, d’Afgeirs, attorney general iu the 
and of his eldest son, wlm 
great a figure in the literary 
the affair of Father Girard 
and jVfitaeinoisclle Cadier began to maiie a 
noise, ho accompanied these two gentlemen 
to Toulon, wlicre the marquis wis ordered to 
take a precognition of the facts. # 

“ On his retnrn to Marseilles, he found a 
certain noble lord of great fortune, under the 
direction of a governor, who had a'c- 

comnxoda^ed him with two of his own reJa- 
tiohs, of the eartic country, by way of conj-^ 
paniona,' together with five servahts .in his 
train. They being absolute strangers in the 
place, M - introduced them to the iiir 
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tetidftpt, and several otjiei* good fwnittes : the noble peer never once made mention of 
and littd the good fortune to be a^'^^gireeabtle' the amuiity which he had prpiui^d to setUp ' 

> to his lordfc'hip, that he proposed add even' upon him, nor did M ; . ■ remind him of it, 

' pressed him to live ^ith him in fjngknd as because he conceived it ivas his affair to ful- 
a friend and Companion, and to taSe upon SI his engagements, of his own accord, 
him the superintendence of his affaiiS;' in M — —being tired of the ^amjer of living at 
wJilch case he would settle upon him four this place, made an excursion to Bath, where 
hundred a year for life. . he staid about a fortnight, to partake of the 

“ This proposal was too' advantageous to diversions, and, upon his return, found his 
be slighted by a person of no fortune, or lordship making dispositions for anotlier 
fixed establishment:, he therefore made no journey to Paris. 

difficulty of closing with it ; but os Jus lord- “ Sutprised at tbis sudden resolution, he 
ship's 'departure was fixed to a short day, endeavoured to dissuade him froin it ; but ids 
and he uTged him to accompany him to Paris, remonstrances were rendered ineffectual by 
and from thence to England, St-— thought the insinuation of a foreigner who had come 
' it would be improper and indecent to inter- over with him, and filled his imagination 
fere with the office of his governor, who with extravagant notions of pleasure, in- 
might take umbrage at his favour, and there- finitely superior to any which he could enjoy 
fore Incused himself from a compliance with while he was in the trammels and under the 
his lordship’s request, until liis minority restraints of a governor. He therefore turn- 

should be expired, as he was within a few ed a deaf ear to all M 's arguments, and 

months of being of ajge. However, he re- entreated him to accompany him in the jotir- 
: peatod his importunities so earnestly, and ney ; but this gentleman, foreseeing that a 
the governor joined in the request with such young man, like my lord, of strong passions,, 
appearance of cotdiality, that he was pre- and easy tp be misled, would, in all pi*o- 
yailed upon to comply with their joint desire ; bability, squander away ^at sums of money, 
and in a few days set out with them for Paris, in a way that could neither do credit to him- 
by the way of Lyons. But, before they bad self, nor to tliosc who were concerned with 

been three days m the city, M perceived him, resisted all his solicitations, on pretenc-e 

a total change in the behaviour of the Swiss of having business of consequence at Loii- 
ahd his two gelations, who,' in all probability, don ; and afterwards had reason to be cx- 
becHinc jealous of. his influence with his tremcly well pleased with his ow n conduct m 
‘Icudship; and he no sooner made this dis- this particidar. 

coveiy, than he resolved to withdraw him- “ Before he set out on this expedition, 
self from such a disagreenblo participation M— •, in justice to himseil, reminded him 
of that yoking nobleman’s favour. He there- of the proposal whicli he had made to him at 
^ fore, in spite of all his lordship’s entreaties Marseilles, desiring to know if he had alter- 
and remonstrance, quilted him for the pro- ecj his design ip that particular ; in which 
sent, alleging, as a pretext, that he had a case he would turn his thoughts some other 
.longing desire to see Switzerland and the way, as he w6uid not in the least be thought 
banljs of the Rhine, and promising to meet to intrude' or pin himself upon any . miui. 
him again in England. My lord protested in the most solemn man- 

“This his intention being made known to ner, that he still continued in his former xe- 
the governor and his friend, their counten- solution, and again, beseeching him tp bear> 
ances immediately cleared up, Iheii courtesy him, company into France, promised that, 
and compliance returned, and they even fur- every thing should be settled to his sakisfac- 

nished him with letters for Geneva, Lau- tion upon their return to England. M 

sanne, Bern, and Solemes ; in consequence however, still persisted in his refusal, for tho 
of which he met with,, unusual civilities at above-mentioned reasons, ‘ and though he 
those places. Having made this tout with hevdr he^rd more of the annuity, he ne ver- 
bis Scotch friend (wk) .came; up to him thefesd edntmued to serve his lordship with 
fore ho left Lyons), and most con- hi^ advice and good offices ever after ; par- . 

, fliderable towns on Imth rides ticularly in directing his choice to an alliance 

..and tlie cherts of the electonj^^ifetinei with a tady of eminent virtue, the daughter' 
and Cologne, h.i arrived of a noble lord, more conspicuous for Ins 

, and from therw^, through tile Netherlands, shining por^ toan the eplendbiir of his 
toXohdon, whore he found my lord, titled (a circumstance upon which he, always, 

" just^fCCijp^ f: '■m ^ reflected with particular satisfaction^ as well 

^*,IJ[ie^nrfl|hip received him with express, bn acfeounliof the extraordinary merit of the 
'ions of jams^nibn joy, would not suffer him lady, w because it, vested in' her children a 
to stir for. several days, a.nd intro- cbnsideralile pattof that great estate, Whreh^r^^ ' 

, duce^hSop ^ of right, b^lortged.to her j^ahdffiotlier)^ afid:^' 

hie lordship from afterwards ip«t him in a way to^vetne^his^^ 
.LondioS^ .to was estate heavy load :of debt he 

'' indeed ttOated.AVit^ ^Stfriendahip and con- ttacti^. , Wfcn my lord set ’bn^ oh his poris ' 
>jfidcnc^i.:ind ,iconsul^;^^evfiiy .thing; but expodHidOf'thp^mhney:}!^^/ 
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from hie genejroua frieod ftt Puifii was almc^t 
reduced to the last guiue^. ; fie hitd'not' yet 
reaped the ieast benefit from his engage* 
inents with Kis lordship ; , and, disdaining to 
ask for a supply from him, he knewtiot how 
to subsist, wjtli any. degree of credit, till his 
-i^return. 

'‘This uncomfortable prospect was the 
more disagreeable to him, as, at that time 
of life, he was much inclined to appear in the 
gay world, had contracted a taste for plays, 
operas, and other public diversions, and ac- 
quired an acquaintance with many people of 
good fashion, which could not be maintained 
without a considerable expense. In this 
emergency, he thought he could not employ 
hie idle time more profitably than in translat- 
ing, from foreign languages, such books as 
were then chiefly in vogue ; and upon ap- 
plication to a friend, who was. a man of let- 
ters, he was furnished with as much business 
of that kind as he could possibly manage, 
and wrote some pamphlets, on the reigning 
controversies of that time, that had the good 
fortune to please. He was also concerned 
in a monthly journal of literature, and the 
work was carried on by the two friends 

jointly, though M did not at all appear 

in the partnership. By these means he not 
only spent his mornings in useful exercise, 
but supplied himself with money for what 
the French call the menus plaiHrst during 
the whole summer. He frequented all the 
assemblies in and about London, and con- 
siderably enlarged his acquaintance among 
the fair sex. ^ • 

“ He had, upon his first arrival in Eng- 
land, become acquainted with a lady at an 
assembly not far from Lohdon ; and though, 
at that time, he had ho thoughts of extending 
his view fiirther than the usual gallantry of 
the place, he met with such distinguishing 
marks of her regard in the sequel, and was 
. so particularly encouraged by the afivice df 
another lady, with Whom he had been uu 
timate ih France, and who was now’ of their 

t artios, that he cpuld not help entertaining 
opes of making an impression upon the 
heart of his agreeable partner, who was a 
young lady of an ample fortune and great 
expectations. He tlierefore cultivated her 
good OTaces with all the assiduity and address 
of which he was master, and succeeded so 
well in his endeavours, that, afrer a due 
course of attendance, and the death of an^ 
aunt, by which She , received an accession of 
fortune tci^the ainauiit of threo*and-twenty 
tbopsand pOqnds, fie ventured to decldie hm 
passion, and she not only heard him With 
patience and approbation, b^t 'aJso replied in 
terms adequate to;hip warmest wish. . ; 

♦‘Finding Wrowlf! so fevonrably reCeivi^^ 
he pressed nerto sedore Jiijs happiness by rpar^ 
riage; .hut to this^profiosal she objected thO 
recency df.^ kinowomaTi’s , death; which' 
' would have renderetf-mich a Mop highly jn- 


decent, and ^th^ dispkaauieiaflhdc other re- 
lations, from whom she had still , greater ex< 
pectationfi, and who, at that time, Jm^rtiined 
her to mariT a cousin of her own. Whom she. 
could not like. ' However, that might 

have no cause to repine at her delayer she 
freely entered with him into an intimacy of ‘ 
correspondence ; dqring which nothing could 
have added to their mutual felicity, which;/ 
was the more poignant and refined, thet; 
mysterious and rOmantic 'manner of thpir ' 
enjoying it ; for though he publicly visited 
her as au acquaintance, his behaviour on 
these occasions was always so distant, re- 
spectful, and reserved, that the. rest of the 
company could not possibly suspt^ct the na-. 
turn of their reciprocal attachment; incon- 
sequence of which they nsed to have private 
interviews, unknown to every soul upon 
earth, except her maid, who was necessarily 
entrusted with the secret. 

“ In this manner they enjoyed the conver- 
sation of each other for above twelve months, 
without the least interruption ; and though 

the stability of Mr M *s fortune depended 

entirely upon their marriage, yet, as he per- 
ceived his mistress so averse to it, he never 
urged it with vehemence, nor was at all 
anxious on that score, being easily induced ‘ 
to defer a ceremony, which, as he thou 
thought, could in no shape have added to 
their satisfaction, though he hath since alter-, 
ed his sentiments. 

“ Be that ds it will, his indulgent mistress, 
in order to set bis mind at ease in tha4; par- 
ticular, and in full confidence of his honour, 
insisted on his accepting a deed of gift of her ^ 
whole fortune, in consideration of her in- 
tended marriage ; and, afrer some .difficulty, 
he was prevailed uppn to receive this proof • 
of her esteem*, well knowing that it would 
still be in his power to return the obligation. ' 
Though she often entreated him to take upon 
liiinBclf the entire administration of her 
finances, and upon divera occasions pressed 
him to accept of large sums, he nCver once 
abused her gcnei’oiis disposition, or solicited 
her for money, except for some humane pur- 
pose, which she whs ajivays more ready to 
fulfil than he to propose.. 

“ In the Course of this . correspondence, he 
became acquainted with i?om6 qf her female 
relations, and, an^bng tile rest, with a youdg 
lady, so eminently adorned with all the qua- 
lifications of mind and person, that, notwith- 
standing all his philosophy and caution, iic 
could not behold and converse with her, 
without being deeply smitten with her charm^. 
Ho did'f^l in his power to discourage' , this 
dan^roiia invasion ip the beginning, and to ^ 
OonceM the least symptom of it from Jie:^ re- * . 
lotion : he* summoned all his reflection to his 
aid, and, ’thinking it wpitld be base and;jdh^..^ 
hpnest -tO' cherish any sentimeiit repUjjiimM^;,^' 
aAbetion which he owed to a rnktresa 
whd’^hsMEl.. placed unlimited , confidence; 
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in Irim, he att^^mpted to stifle the • infant her faithful maid, one morning visited him 
flame, by avoiding the amiabje innpirerof it. "or the first time at his own lodging; and, 
But the passion had taken too deep a root in after breakjSist, desiring to speak wiln him in 
his heart to be so easily extirpated-^-his ab- private, lie conducted her into another room, . 
seiicc from tlie dear object increased the im- , where, assuming an unusual gaiety of as- 
pfitienco of his love^the intestine conflict pcct, — ‘My dear M — said wuj, ‘you are 
bctvvoon that and j^^titude deprived him of' now going to leave me, and God alone knows-"' 
hss rest and appotite-^he was, in a short! if ever we shall meet again; therefore, if jrou > 
tune, emaciated by continual watching, an- really love me with that tenderness which 
xicty, and want of "nourishment, and so much you profess, you will accept of this mark ol 
altered from his usual cheerfulness:, that hie fny friendsliip and unalterable affi^ction ; it 
niistress being surprised and alarmed’ at the will at least he a provision for your journey '; 
change, which, from the symptoms, she andif any accident should befull me, before I. 
judged wa!s owing to some uneasiness of have the happiness of receiving you again 
mind, took all imaginable pains to discover into my arms, I shall have the satisfaction 
the cause. of knowing that you are not altogether with- 

> « In all probability it did not escape her out resource.* So saying, she put an em- 
pepetration ; for she more tljan once asked broidered pocket-book into his hand. He 
if he was in love with her cousin ? protest- expressed the high sense he had of her gen- 
ing, that, far from being an obstacle to his erosity and affection in the most pathetic 
happiness, she would, in that case, be an ad- tcrine, and begged leave to suspend his ac- 
vocate for his passion. However, this de- ceptance, utitil he should know the contents 
claration was never made without manifest of her present, which was so extraordinary, 
signs of anxiety and uneasiness, which made that he absolutely refused to receive it; he 

such an impression upon the heart of M , was, however, by her repeated entreaties, in 

that he resolved to sacrifice his Iiappiness, a manner compelled to receive about one - 
and even his life, rather than take any step half, and she afterwards insisted upon his 
v/hlch might be construed into an injury or taking a reinforcement of a considerable sum 
insult to a person who had treated him with for the expense of his journey, 
such generosity and goodness. “ Having stayed with her ten days beyond 

“ In consequence of this resolution, he the time he had fixed for his departure, and 
formed another, which was to go abroad, un- settled the method of their correspondence, 
dler pretence of recovering his health, but in he took his leave, with a heart fiill of sorrow, 
reality to avoid the temptation, as well as anxiety, and distraction, produced from the 
the suspicion of being inconsistent ; and in different suggestions of his duty and love, 
this design he w’as confirmed by his physi- He tlien set out for France, and after a short 
eian, who actually thought him in the first slay nt Paris, proceeded to Aix in Provence, 
stage of a consumption, and therefore advis- and from thence to Marseilles, at which two 
ed him to repair to the south of France. He places he continued for some months : but 
eomoiunicatcd his design, with the doctor’s nothing he met with being able to dissipate 
* opinion, to the lady, wlio agreed to it with those melancholy ideas which still preyed 
much less difficulty than lie found in con- upon his imagination, and affected liis spi- 
quering his own reluctance M parting witli rits, he endeavoured to elude them with a 
the dear object of his love. The consent of succession of new objects ; and, with that 
Ills generous mistress being obtained, he view, persuaded a counsellor of tlie. parlia- 
waited upon her with the instrument where- ment of Aix, a man of great worth, learning, 
by she had made the conveyance of her for- and good humour, to accompany him in maJ; 
tune to him ; and all his remonstrances being ing a tour of those parts of France which he 
insufficient to persuade her to take it back, had not yet seeii. On their return from this 
he cancelled it in her presence, and placed excursion, they found at Aix an Italian abbe, 
it ill that state upon lier toilet, while she was a person of character, and great knowledge 
dresising; whereupon she shed a torrent of of men and books, who, having travelled all 
fears?, saying, she now plainly perceived that over Germany and France, was so far on his 
he viMnicd to tear himself from her, and that return to his own country. 

his affections were sctiled upon another. “M; having, by means of his friend the 

‘^fc was sensibly sfiV ' ted by this j)roof of her counsellor, contracted an acquaintance with 
jconcern, and endcay cured to calm the per- this gentleman, and being desirous of seeing. 
;'turbation of her mind, by vowing eternal some parts of Italy, particularly the carnival 
fidelltjr# her to accept of his of Venice, they set out together from Mar- 

imnd' in due befo^'cr his deparlure. By sciUes in a tartan for Genoa, ^ coasting it all 
/these moans her transports were quieted fljr the way, and lying on shore every night, 
the pnSsezit, wiiid inorrlag*? deferred for Having shoivti him what was most remarka- 

the same pmdent^^^ which had hith- ble iri.thi^ city, his friend the, abbe' WM so 

otto prevented ' ' obliging' as to conduct him through Ttiscany, 

<‘'M|Mteiis thus compromised, and tlie and the most remarkable citi^ in' liombardy, 
^ day fixed for liisi deji^ijase, she, logelbor with to' Veaifee^' Where ^ ^ insisted upon de- 
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lHying[ tbe expense of the whole tour, in con- 
sideration of the abbe*s comfdaisanee, which 
had been ‘ of infinite service to him’ in the 
coii'*se of his expedition* Having remained 
five weeks at Venice, he was preparing to 
^eot out for Rome, with some English ffbntle- 
■^men whom he had met by accident, vraen he 
was all of a . sudden obliged to change his 
resolution by somedisagreeaUe loiters which 
lie received from London. He had, from his 
first departure, corresponded with hjs gener- 
ous, though' inconstant mistress, with a re- 
ligious exactness and punctuality ; nor was 
she, for some time, less observant of tiic 
agreement they had made. Nevertheless 
fine, by degrees, became so negligent and 
cold in her expression, and so sTacx in her 
correspondence, that he could not help ob- 
serving and upbraiding her with such in- 
difference ; and her endeavours to palliate it 
were supported by pretexts so frivolous, as 
to be easily seen through by a lover of very 
little discernment. 

“ While he tortured himself with conjec- 
tures about the cause of this unexpected 
change, he received such intelligence' from 
England, as, when joined with that he him- 
sell had perceived by her manner of writing, 
left him little or !io room to doubt of her 
fickleness and inconstancy, Nevcrtbeloss, 
as he knew by experience, that informations 
of that kind are not to be entirely relied upon, 
he resolved to be more certainly apprized ; 
and, for that end, departed immediately for 
l^ndon, by the way of Tyrol, Bavaria, Al- 
sace, and Paris. 

** On his arrival in England, he learned, 
with infinite concern, that his intelligence 
Fiad not been at all exaggerated ; and his sor- 
row was inexpressible to find a person, en- 
dowed with so many other noble and amia- 
ble qualities, seduced into an indiscretion, 
that of necessity ruined the whole plan which' 
had been concerted between them for their 
mutual happiness. She made several at- 
lompts, by letters and interviews, to palliate 
Tier conduct, and soften him into a reconcili- 
jiUion ; but his honour being concerned* he 
'I gained deaf to all her entreaties and pro- 
posals. Nevertheless,,! have often heard 
him say, that lie could not help loving her, 
and revering the, memory of a person to 
whose generosity and gooilncss he owed his ' 
fortune, and one whose foibles were over- ' 
balanced by a thousand good qualities. , He 
4»ften insisted on making restitution ; but/ar . 
from eotopfying with that proposal, shn af- 
terwards onon endeavoured to lay him uudeii; 
yet greater obligations of thc.saiue,kind,,ipd 
importuned him with the warmest soUefta- 
tions'to renew tteir former correspondent?, e* 
which he as often declmedi ' :r 

*• M— ■ took this infitapee of the incon- 
stancy of the, sex sO^m'ucH to heart, that he 
had alntost. resolved for the. future to kedp 
clear of all enga^^en& firr life, and returned 


to Paris, in order to dlasipate^his anxiety, 
where he liired. an apartment ta one of the 
academies, in the exercises whereof 'he took 
singular delight. During his residence ai 
this place, he had the good fortune to ingra- 
tiate himself with a great general, a dePuen- , 
dant of one of the most ancient and illustripw^ 
families of France; having attracted hhi 
notice by some remarks he had written . oh;' 
Folard’s Polybius,' which v^ ere accidentally 
shown to that great man by one of his aideet- 
decamp, who was a particular friend of: 
M— . Tlie favour he had thus acquired, 
was strengthened by his assiduities and at- 
tention. Upon his return to Ijondon, he' 
sent some of HandeFs newest compositions 
to the prince, who was particularly fond of 
that gentleman’s productions, togctlicr with 
Clark’s edition of Ciesar; and, in the spring 
of the same year, before the French army 
took the field, h'e was honoured with a most 
obliging letter from the prince, inviting him' 
to come over, if he wanted to see the opera- 
tions of the- campaign, and desiring ho would 
give himself no trouble about his equipage. 

“ M having still some remainwS of a 

military disposition, and conceiving this to 
be a more favourable opportunity than any 
he should ever meet with again, readily em- 
braced the offer, and sacrificed the soft de- 
lights of love, which at that time be enjoyed ? 
without control, to an eager, laborious, and 
dangerous furiosity. In that and the fol- 
lowing campaign, during which he was pre-, 
sent at the siege of Philipsburg, and several 
Ollier actions. Tie' enlarged his acquaintance 
among the hVench* officers, especially those 
of the graver sort, who had a taste for books 
and literature ; and the friendship and inter- ' 
eet of those gentlemen were afterwards of 
singular service to him, though in an affair 
altogether foreign from their profession. 

“He hod ail along made diligent inquiry 
into the trade and manufiicturcs of the coun- 
tries through which he had occasionto travel; 
more particularly Ihoseof Holland, England, ' 
and France ; and, as he was well acquainted 
with the revenue and fiirms of this last king- 
dom, he saw with concern the great disau- 
vantages under which our tobacco trade (the^ 
most considerable branch of ourcominerco 
with that people) was cai‘ried on ; what in- 
considerable returns were made t6 the plan- 
ters,. out of the low price given by the French 
company ; and how much it was in the power 
of that company to reduce, it still lower. 
M-rr— Hud formed a' scheme to remedy this 
evil, so fur ae it related to the national loss 
or ^in.» by not permitting the duty of one . 
penny in. the pound, old subsidy, to bo drawn, 
back op tobacco re-exported. He dejmoni. 
strated.^tQ the ministry of that time, tbai.^ 
ipconaidendile a duty could not jh fqe jpast 
dmiinish the demand from abroad,., wjbich; 
was the only circumstance to be apprel^^d- 
ed* AM that the yearly produce of ' 
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mic would ftinount to one • hundred end 
twenty thousand pounds, without one shilling 
additional expense to the public; but the 
mijiistry having the excise 'Scheme then in 
contemplation, could think of no other till 
that .should be tried ; and that project hav- 

■ ing miscarried, he renewed liis application, 
wiicii they approved pf his scheme in every 
particular, but discovered a surprising back- 
wardness to carry if into execution. 

‘‘His expectatibns in tjiis quartet being 
disappointed, he, by the interposition of his 
friend, presented a plan to the French 
company, in which he set forth the advan- 
tages that would accrue to themselves, from 
fixing the |>rice, and securing tliat sort of 
- tobacco which best suited the taste of the 
public and their manufacture ; and fin^y- 
' proposed to furnish them with any quantity, 
at the price which they paid in the port of 
London. 

“ After some dispute, . they agreed to his 
proposal, and contracted with him for fifteen 
thousand hogsheads a;-year, for which they 
obliged themselves to pay ready money, on 
its arrival in any one or more convenient 
• ports in tlie south or western coasts of Great 
ilritain that he sliould ploase to fix upon for 

that purpose. M no sooner obtained 

this ' contract, than he immediately set out 
. for America, in order to put it into cxecu- 
tion ; and, by w^ay of companion, carried 
with him a little French abbe, a man of hu- 
niour, wit, and , learning, with Whom he had 
been long acquainted, and for whom ho had 
done many good offices. 

On his arrival in Virginia, which oppor 
luncly happened at a time when all the gen 

■ ileinen wore as.sernb]cd in the capital of tha 
provinces he published a memorial, repre- 
sentingtlie disadvantages under which their 
trade was carried on, tlie true method of 
redressing their own grievance.s -iji that 
respect, and proposing to contract with them 
for the yt'arly quantity of fifteen tliousand 
hogsheads of such tobacco as was fit for the 
French market, at W price which he denion- 
strated to be considerably greater than that 
which they had fornierly- received. 

“ Tills remonslvance met with all tlie suc- 
cess and encouragement he could expect; 
the principal planlers, seeing their oum in- 
tercst concerned, readily assented to the 
proposal, which, through their influence,, 
’:waa ^also irelkibed by th^j^;rest ; and tlui only 
; IfficuKy thatrcmaiiu . related to the.secu- 
riljfor piyiBBnl of the bill# or. the arrival of 
/the tobHCoo'in England, aiwl to- the time 
etipuldtod’ Iffirthe eoatinuance of the con- 
'traet/ • ■- 

>'lft Orde^ to these objecriona, Mr 

^ yethrridd to Europe, and found the 
French company:* fanners disposed to 
agree tp 'eve»y,thmg,fi^ for facilitat- 
ing tlie fexficulion^or the .cointiuct, and per- 
fectly well i^easdd wfth^i^,ea)inple which he 


had already sent ; but bis good ftiend the 
abbe (whom he tmd left behind in America), 
by an unparalleled piece of treachery, found 
means to overturn the whole project. Ho 
secretly wrote a memorial to the company, 
importing, that he found by experience 

M could afford to furnish them at a« 

much lower price than that which they had 
agreed to ; and that, by being in pos- 
session of the contract for five years, as was 
intended according to the proposal, he would 
have the company so much in his power, 
tJiat they must afterwards submit to any 
price he should please to impose ; and that, 
if they thouglit him worthy of such a trust, 
he would undertake to furnish them at an 
easier rate, in conjunction with some of the 
leading men in Virginia and Maryland, with 
whom, he said, he had already concerted 
measures for that purpose. 

** The company were so much alarmed aJ 
these insinuations, that they declined com- 
plying with Mr M— ’s demands until the 
abbe’s return; and though they afterwards 
used all their endeavours to persuade liim to 
be concerned with tliat little traitor in his un- 
dertaking, by wpich lie might still liave been 
a very considerable gainer, he resisted all 
tlieir solicitations, and plainly told them in 
the abbe’s- presence, that he would never 
prostitute his own principles far, as to ea- 
ter into engagements of any kind with a per- 
son of his character, much loss in a schcine 
that liad a manifest tendency to lower the 
market price of tobacco in England. 

“ Thus ended a project the most extensive, 
simple, and easy, and (as appeared by the 
trial made) the best calculated to raise an 
immense fortune, of any that was ever un- 
dertaken or planned by a private person ; a 
project, in the execution of which* M— — 
had the good of the public, and the glory of 
putting in a flourishing condition the valua- 
ble branch of our trade (which gives employ- , 
ment to two great provinces, and above two . 
hundred sail -of ships), much more at heart 
than his own private interest. It was ree;— . 
sonable to expect, that, a man 'Whose debts 
; liod pin'd more than once, whom ho 
had obliged in many other respects, and 
'horn he had carried with him at a very * 
considerable expense, oa this expeditiorv 
merely with a! view of bettering his fortune, 
woulJdiaVfl acted, with , bomrnon honesty, if 
not with gratitiidb; but such was the deprav- 
ity of this Jittle monster's heart, that. Oil his 
death*iedi, ie left ^ a considerable! forluno to 
mere V^itJi whom he had little or ’ ■ 

no connection, without the least thought of 
refhndingUhe tponey advanced for him by 
M— oi;der to prevent his rotting jn «i ', 
jail, > ’ . ' • <- ' ' ' ? 

WheaM-r— ^ bad once obtained a com-* 
roand .of mqney». he, by. his knowtedg#, iu 
several branch of trade, as well by^tfib 
assistance at 



ADVENTtJitES OSP PEREGRINE VlimM/' 3tkt 


lw8 and London, found means to emplojit 
to very good purpose; 9 M had he been a 
man of th$.t selfish diepi^ition; which too 
much prevails in the world, he might have 
been at this day master of a very ample for- 
tune ; but his ear was never deaf to the voice 
*^f distress,' nor his beneficent heart shut 
against the calamities of his fellow creatures, 
lie was even ingenious in contriving the 
most delicate methods of relieving modest 
indigence ; and by his industrious benevo- 
lence, often anticipated the . requests of 
misery. 

' “I could relate a number of examples to 
illustrate my assertions, in some of whicii 
you will perceive the most disinterested 
generosity ; but such a detail would trespass 
too much upon your time, and I do not pro- 
tend to dwell upon every minute circum- 
stance of his conduct. Iict it suffice to say, 
that, upon the declaration of war with Spain, 
he gave up all his commercial schemes, and 
called in his money from all quarters, with a 
view of sitting down, for the rest of his life, 
contented w’ith what he had got, and restrain- 
ing hia liberalities to what be could spare 
from his yearly income. This was a very 
prudential resolution, could he have kept it ; 
but, upon the breaking out of the war, be 
could not without concern see many gentle- 
men of merit,' who had been recommended 
to him, disappointed of commissions, merely 
for want of hioney to satisfy the expectations 
of the commission -brokers of that time ; and 
therefore launched out considerable sums for 
them on their bare notes, groat part whereof 
was lost by the death of some in the unfor- 
tunate expedition to the West Indies. 

“ He at length, after many other actions 
of the like nature, from motives of pure 
humanity, love of justice, and abhorrence of 
oppression, embarked in n cause every way 
the most important that ever came under the 
discussion of the courts of law in these king- 
doms ; whether it be considered in relation 
to the extraordinary nature of the case, or 
— i t i W immense property of no less tlian fifiy 
tliousand pounds a-year and three peerages, 
that depended upon it. 

“ In the year 1740, the brave admiral who 
at that time commanded his majesty’s fleet 
in the West Indies, among the other trans- 
actions of his squadron transmitted to the 
duke of Nbwcasde, mentioned a young man, 
who, thoti^ in the capacity of a common 
,sail0ir on .W’*d‘op6<yf the ships under Ms 
commemd»'^id cli^m the ektato and tiries 
of ,th© JCifri of hese pretensions 

wer«;^ fooner eommuttijwit^^ in the public 
papers, «i«p they became the subject of corir 
versation: in all companies; and the persop 
whom "they chiefly afibeted, being alarmed at 
the app^amce of a competitor, though "jd:, 
« ,such a'rilistahciet began to put himseif in 
inotiOfti'iMtd take all tho precautions which 
he. thought aeceiE99ary,tobd^at' the 


of the young upstart. Indeed, the, early 
intelligence he received of Mr A-— ^y’s 
making himself known in the West Indies,; 
furnished him with numberless advantage' 
over that unhappy young gentleman ; , for, 
being in possession of a plentiful fortune, aiid 
lord of many manors in the neighbourhood;, 
of the very place where the claimant was ' 
bom, he knew all the witnesses who could 
^ve the most material evidence of his legiti- 
macy ; and, if his probity did not restraiti 
him, had, by his power and influence, sufli- 
cient opportimity and means of applying to 
the passions and interest of the witnesses, to 
silence manv, and gain over others to his . 
side ; while his competitor, by an absence of 
fifteen or' sixteen veers from his native 
country, the want or education and friends, 
together with his present helpless situation, 
was rendered absolutely incapable of taking 
any step for his own advantage. And aU 
though his worthy uncle’s conspicuous virtue, 
and religious regard for justice and truth, 
might possibly be an unconquerable restraint 
to nis taking anV undue advantages, yet the 
consciences of that huge army or emissaries 
he kept in pay were not altogether so very 
tender and scrupulous. This much, how-' 
ever, may be said, without derogation from, 
or impeachment of, the noble earl’s nice 
virtue and honour, that he took care to com- 
promise all (liffercncos with the other bran- 
ches of tiic family, wliose interests were, in 
this aflair, connected with his own, by sharing 
the estate with tliom, and also retained most 
of the eminent counsel within the bar of both 
kingdoms against this formidable bastard, 
before any suit was instituted by him. 

“ While he was thus entrenching himself 
against the attack of a poor forlorn youth, at 
the distance of fifteen hundred leagues, con- 
tinually exposed to the dangers of the sea, 

the war, and an unhealthy climate, Mr M , 

in the common course of conversation, hap- 
pened to ask some questions relating to this 
romantic pretender, of one H— who wa» 
at that time the present Lord A- — a’s chief 
agent. This man, when pressed, could not 
help owning that the late Lord A m act- 

ually left a son, who had been spirited away 
into America soon after his father’s d^atli, 
but said he did not know whether this was 
the same person, ^ 

.^‘This information cbiild not foil to make 

an impression on the humanity of Mr , 

who, being acquainted with the ^nius of the 
wicked party who had' possessed themselves 
of this . unhappy young man’s estate and 
honours, expressed no small anxiety and op- 
'prehqhsioti lest they should take him off by. 
somo means hr other; and, even then, seem- 
ed disposed to contribute towards the sup- 
port Of the friendless orphan, and to inquire* 
more oiibumstantially into the nature of hi» 
elaim. ’ In the' mean time his oqc^iona^ 
called him to Pniiice; and, during his ah 
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eience, Mr A y arrived In London in the 

mouth of October 1741/’ 

Ilere the clergyman was interrupted by. 
Peregrine, who eaid there was something so 
•extraordinary, not to call it improbable, in 
the account he had heard of the young gen- 
tleman’s being sent into exile, that he would 
look upon himself as infini^l^r obliged to the 
doctor, if he would favour him with ^ 
repiesentation of that transaction, as well as 
of the manner in which he arrived and was 
known at the island of Jamaica. ' ^ 

The parson, in compliance with our hero’s 
finest, taking up the story from the begin- 
ning, — “ Mr A— -y,” said he, *.* is the son of 

Arthur late lord baron of A m, by his 

wife Mary Sh— d, natural daughter to 

John duke of B- and N— -by, whom he 

publicly married on the 2lBt day of July 1706, 
contrary to the . inclination of his mother, 
and all his other relations, particularly of 
Arthur, late earl of A— -a, who bore an im- 
placable enmity to tlie duke her fatlier, and, 
for that reason, did all that lay in bis power 
to traverse, the marriage; but, finding his 
endeavours , ineffectual, he was so much 
offended, that he would never be perfectly 
reconciled to Lord A — ^m, though liew^as his 
presumptive heir. After their nuptials, they 
cohabited together in England for the space 
of two or three years, during which she mis- 
carried more than once ; and he being a man 
of levity,, and an extravagant, disposition, 
not only squandered away all, tliat he had 
received of his wife’s fortune, but also con- 
tracted many considerable debts, wliicb 
.qbliged him to make rf ^precipitate retreat 
into Ireland, leaving his lady behind him in 
, the house with his mother and sister, who, 
having also been averse to the matcli, had 
alwf^s looked upon her with eyes of disgust 
‘‘It was not likely that harmony fibould 
long subsist iu this family, especially as 

j^dy A m was a woman of a lofty spirit, 

whq , could not tamely bear insults an4 ill 
usage from persons who, she had reason to 
believe, were her enemies at heart. Ac- 
cordingly, a misimdcrstanding soon happened 
among them, which was fomented by the 
malice of one of her sisters-in-law ; divers 
' /icandalous reports of. hor misconduct, to 
J,\yhich tlie empty pretensions of a vain 
cO|[coin6 (wlip was jnade use of as 
ah ipfamcMs tool for !^iat ' fiurpose) gave a 
.pretext, vvertf trumned up, and 
':|^llS^jittpi^,with iimnyftLise and aggravating 
her husband in Ireland; 
Vhuv^il^iagifWuntJunlrinirnian, y/as so 
moob in^WAd wtliese insinuations, that, 
;ln tho of hia>assk>n, be sent 

t6 hi^ poVer of ,%ttorney, that she 

‘ipigKV diyprcc. m his behalf A 

libS wqs 4bimupdn exhibited, containii^ 

unsupported 


missed with costs, after it had depended up- 
wards of two years/ . . > , , 

“Lord A m finding himself abused by 

the misrepresentations of his mother and 
sister, discovered an inclination to be recon- 
ciled to his lady : in consequence of which, ^ 
she was sent over to Dublin by her father,*^ 
to the care of a gentleman ip that city ; in 
whose house she was received by'hei;. hus- 
band with all the demonstrations of love and 
esteem. From thence he conducted her to 
his lodgings, and then to his country-house, 
where she had the misfortune to suiler a mis- 
carriage through fear and resentment of my “ 
lord’s behaviour, which was often brutal and 
indecent From the country they removed 
to Dublin, about the latter end Of July; or 
beginning pf August 1714, where they had 
hot long continued, when her ladyship was 
known to be again with child. 

“ Lord A— -‘•m and his issue being next in 
remainder to the. honours and estate of 
Arthur earl of A — , he was extremely solicit- 
ous to have a son ; and, warned by the fre- 
quent miscarriages of liis lady, resolved to 
curb the natural impatience and rusticity of 
his disposition, that she might not, as former- 
ly, suffer -by his outrageous conduct. lie 
accordingly cherished her with uncommon 
tenderness and care ; and her pregnancy 
being pretty far advanced, conducted her to 
his coUntry-seat, where she was delivered of 
Mr A-— y, about the latter end of April, or 
beginning of May ; for none of the witnesses 
have been able, at this distance, with absolute 
certainty, to fix the precise time of his birth, 
and there was no register kept in the parish ; 
as an additional misfortune, no gentleman 
of fashion lived in that parish; nor did those 
who lived at any considerable distance care 
to cultivate an acquaintance with a man of 
Lord A— -m’s strange conduct. 

“ Be that as 4t will, the occasion was cele- 
brated by. ids lordsliip’s tenants and depen - 
dents up^n the spot, and in the neighbouring 
town of New Ross, by bonfires, illuming 
tions, and other rejoicings ; which have niaau 
such .an impression ; upon the minds of the 
people, that in thejplace where they bap* 
i^ned, and the qontlguous parishes, several 
hundred persons have already declared their 
knowled^ arid remembrance of this event, 
in spite of the Sfteat power of the clainiani’s 
advorsai]^ .in : that, quarter,, and .A® , 

paiqs and inditetst methods taken by 
numberless agents and cmi^riecKas. 
by those. who:ai;c ,intetested'withhi^ in. the ^ 
event pf the’ amt, to corrupt wqid suppress the , 
evidence.-f’vV,.^/, ' ” 

.“Lord after the, birth hia aqnJ . 

who sent to nume in the 0 eigh^urhcM>d, ; 
acoordh%^.td.tie of; piV coiwrt^y;, 

(whei^ of 
th^n.dtuld^ oht to nurse ;mto^ 
an| ea£hln8),1py6d inhartadny qFith iSSa &<ly 
Iwo yeari m V 
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his folly and extravag^oc)^^ reduced himself 
to great difficulliea, hO' demanded tho^re* 
mainder of her fortune from' her father the 

. duko of B , who absolutely refused to 

part with a shilling until a proper settlement 
should be made on his chinghter, which* by 
'4hat time, he had put it out of his owm power 
to make, by his folly and extravagance. 

“ As her ladyship, by her endeavours to 
reform the economy of her house, had in- 
curred the displeasure of some idle pre^igpte. 
follows, who had listened themselves upon 
her husband, and helped to consume his sub- 
stance, they seized this opportunity of the 
duke’s refusal ; and, in order to be revenged 
upon the innocent lady, persuaded Lord 

A m, that the only means of extracting 

money from his grace, would be to turn her 
away, on pretence of infidelity to his bed, 
for which they hinted there was hut too much 
foundation. At their suggestions, a most 
infamous plan was projected ; in the execu- 
tion of which, one , a poor, unbred, 

simple country booby, whom they had decoy- 
ed into a snare, lost one of his ears, and the 
injured lady retired tliat same day to New 
Ross, where she continued several years. 
She did not, however, leave the house, with- 
out struggling hard to carry her child along 
with her ; but far from enjoying such indul- 
gence, strict orders were given that. the boy 
should not, for the future, be brought y^ithin 
her sight. This base, inhuman treatment, 
instead of answering' the end proposed, pro- 
duced such a contrary efibet, that the duke 

of B , by a codicil to his will, in which 

he reflects upon Lord A ^ra’s evil temper, 

directed his executors to pay to his daughter 
an annuity of one hundred pounds, while her 
lord aiid she should continue to live separate; 
and this allowance was to ccasc on Lord 
A — — tn’s death. 

While she remained in this solitary situa- 
tion, the child was universally known and 
received as the l^itimate son ^nd heir of 
her lord, whose almction for the boy was so 
^rjjjispicuoiis, that, in the midst of his own 
necessities, he never failed to maintain him in 
the dress and equipage of a youtig nobleman. 
In the course of his infancy, his father hav- 
ing ofteii changed his place of residence, the 
child was put under the instructions of a 
great maiiy different schpdlmosters, so that 
he was penectly well known in a great many 
different parts oYtbe kingdom ; and his mother 
seized all opportu;ruties (which were but rare, 
on account of his ikther’s orders to the con^ 
trary) of seeihg and givioghim proofs of her 
maternal tenderness^ until she aet out fbr 
England, after having boen long in a declin- 
ing state of health, by a paralytical disorder: 
upon the consequence of which, such depen- 
dence was placed by her inconsiderate hus- 
band, who wai' by this tipjo reduced to ex- 
treme poverty, that he actually married a 
woman whom he had long kept as a mistress; 


This creature no sooner understood that 

Lady A m was departed ftfom Ireland, 

than she openly avowed her marriagp,' and 
went about publicly with I,otd — rn, 

visiting his acquaintances in the character , 
of his wife. 

“ Prom this era may be dated the beginning. 

of Mr A y’s misfortune : this artful wo- ' 

man, Who had formerly treated the diild. 
with an appearance of fondness, in order to . 
ingratiate herself with the father, now look- 
ing upon herself as sufficiently established iit 
the family, thought it was high time to alter 
her behaviour with regard to the unfortunate 
boy; and accordingly, for obvious reasons, 
employed a thousand artifices to alienate the 
heart of the weak father from his unhappy 
offspring; yet, notwithstanding all her in- 
sinuations, nature still maintained her influ- 
ence in his heart; and though she often 
found means to irritate him by artful and 
malicious accusations, his resentment never 
extended farther than fatherly correction. 
She would have found it impossible to ac- 
complish his ruin, had not her efforts been 
reinforced by a new auxiliary, who was no 
other then his uncle, the present usurper ol' 
his title and estate ; yet even this confederacy 
was overawed, in some measure, by the fear 
of alarming the unfortunate mother, until 
her distemper increased to a most deplorable 
degree of the dead palsy, and the death of 
her father had reduced her to a most forlorn 
and abject state of distress. Then they 
ventured upon the execution of their pro- 
jects ; and (though their aims were widely 
different) concurred in their endeavours to 
remove the hapless boy, as the common 
obstacle to both. 

“ I^ord A m .(who, as I have already 

observed) was a man of weak intellects, and 
utterly void of any fixed principle of action, 
being by this time reduced to such a pitch of 
misery, that he was often obliged to pawn 
his wearing-apparel in order to procure the 
common necessaries of life ; and having no 
other fund remaining, with which he could 
relieve his present necessities, except a sale 
of the reversion . of the A — ^a estate, to 
which the nonage of his son was an effectual 
bar, he was advised by his virtuous brother, 
and the rest of his counsellors, to surmount 
this difficulty, by secreting his son, and 
Spreading a report of his death. This honest 

heicnewthat no act of^his could frustrate 
the child^s succession. Accordingly, the boy 
was removed from the school at which he 
Was then boarded, to 'the house of one 
K~h,. a,n agent and accomplice of the 
present earl of A— ya, where ho was kept 
for seVeral months clesely confined ; and, in 
the mean^me, it was industriously reported 
that be y^as dead. 

‘♦Thie’previous measure being taken, Lord 
published advertisements in titft' 
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gazettcB, offering revcreione of A a away his fortano with the most ridiculous: 

estate to sale; and e^jssariee^ef. various extravagance, but. also associated himself 
kinds were employed to ijiveigle such as v»rejre with low con\j)ady, so that he ' waa.< little, 
ignorant of the nature of the settlement of known, and. less redded, by peiediits of any . 
tliese estates, or stfaugers to the afiairs.of rank and figure ip life ; and his child, of con- '> 
hfs family. Some, p^ple; imposed u|>on ,hy sequence, debarred of the. advantages which, 
the report of the child's death, were drawn might have, accrued from valuable connec-^"! 
in to purchase, thinking themselves safe in tions. And thougjfiit was universally known, , 
the concurrence of bis lordship's brother, that Lady A— had a son in^ Ireland; 

' presumption that he was next in re- such was the obscurity in. which the Jhthcr' 

maindcr to the succession ; others, tempted had lived, during the fast years of his jife, ■ 
by the pmaUness of the price (which rarely that few of the nobility cpuld be supposed to * 
exceeded half a-year's nurchaee, as appears be acquainted with tpe particiilat circum- 
by many deeds), tliougn they doubted the stances of a transaction in which they had 
truth of the boy’s being dead, ran small no concern, and which had happened at the 
risks, on the contingency of his dying before distance of twelve years ^ before the. date- of 
he should be of age, or in hopes of his being this usurpation. Moreover, as, their first in- 
grei^ailed upon to confirm the grants of his formation was no other than .common fame» 
mther ; and many more were treating with the public clamour occasioned by the separa- 
nim on the same notions, when their trans- tion might inspire such as were strangers to 
> actions were suddenly interrupted, and the the family afiairs with a mistaken notion, of 
scheme of raising more money, for the pre- the child's having been born about or after 
sent, defeated by the unexpected appearance the time of that event. The hurry and bustle 
of the boy, who, being naturally sprightly occasioned by the arrival • of the lord-Ueu- 
and impatient of restraint, had found means tenant about this period, tlie reports in- 
to break from his confinement, and wandered dustriously propagated . of the claimant's 
up and down the streets of Dublin, avoiding death, the obscurity ar^d concealment in 
his father's house, and choosing to encounter which the boy was obliged to live, in order 
all sorts of distress, rather than subject him- to elude the wicked attempts of his uncle, 
self again to the cruelty and malice of the might also contribute to the peaceable en- 
woman who supplied his mother's place, joyment of an empty title : and, lastly, Lord 

Thus debarred hia other's protection, and Chancellor W m, whose immediate pro- 

dwUtute of any feed habitation, he herded vince it was to issue writs for parliaraejit, 
r! ^®we, idle, and disotderly youths was an utter stranger in Ireland, unacquainted 
in Dublin, shulking chiefly about the college, with the descents of families, and consc- 
aeverri, members and students of which, tak- qiiently did not examine fartlier tJian thccer- 
jng pity on his misfortunes, supplied him at tificate enrolled in the books of the king at 
dinereut times with clothes and money. In arms. Oyer and above these cirimmstances, 

, thw unsettled and uncomfortable way of life which naturally acepunt for the success of 
did Tie renmin from the year 1725, to the the imposture, it may be 'observed, that 
latter end of November 1797; at which time the hapless youth had not one relation alive, 
ins father died so miserably poor, that ho on the side of his father, whoso interest it 
was^tually buried at the public expense. was not to forward or connive at hia de- 
• This unfortunate nobleman was no sooner struction ; that his^ grandfather the duke of. 
dead, than his brother Richard, now earl of R— . wasfiead; and that his mother was 
A---p-a, t^ing advance of the nonage. and then in England* in a.foriom, destitute^ dying 
helpless situation of his nephew, seized .upon condition, secreted from the world, and eiini ; 
all the papers, pf the defunct, and afterwards , from her own relations, by fieV woman, Mary 
Usurped the title of Lord A 7 -r-m,,to the who liad a.patticular interest fo secrete 
surprise of the servants and others who were her, and altogetlier dependopt upon amiser- 
. .^quamted with the afeirs of the family, able and . precarious allowance ftotnthe du- . 
rms usurpation, hold as it was, produced no chess of^ whose caprice. she was 

<rtber effect than that of his being insulted by moreover a most wretched slave. " . . ' 

populace ns he went through the streets, « PJotwithstandirig these concurring cin 
: the refuwi of thq^ing at arms to enrol cumsUinces,iii foyour of the usurper, he did 

^jthe c^ificate of h frother's having died not think secure while the orphan • 

Ihe first^of riiese inconve-. had any, chance/of finding ,e friend who 
without 8 shame, would updeirtak^ hie cause;, and the wore' 
repm^. conscious that laifth plim for h|s. being kidnapp^ 
it wo|iw/g|ra^il^,^n:3fi wfth the novelty to ‘America 'is a slave. His cohcfiutpp in* ^ 
or lim as to the last, he con- thia inhuman scheme waa a.persdh Vho car- 

qtieted^^brmans well known a^d obvious, tied on:thet|r84fr of .transiting serWts to 
- he should our plaotariSt-W^'waa deeply iWrwW on 
thns of ^ orphan with this occbSridm barihg, for a rto/^fle.pur- 

impunigsr* if .pemsider, that the chaaed.of the;3$itfe 
late, WAuQtAnly squandered eioh of d:.dpiiwddiable' pa|t eff/the JL— 
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(State ; which shaienvefut bamtn w^c^^fifinned 
by . the brother, but coul^H^ver take place 
unlera the boy could be iwoved; 

** £)very thing being bettled with thib. au^- 
, liaiy/ severar mfikins were employed 1n 
seturch of th^ unhappy victim ; and the Hist 
.,, 3 |ttempt that Was made upon him, in 'which 
hid unde petbonally agisted, hap|]Sning near 
. bhe of tlie great markets of the city'of Dub- 
' Iln, an honest butcher, with the assistance of 
^ his neighbours, rescued him by fbrce from 
their cruel han^. rthis, however, was but a 
/short leapite ; for (though warned by this 
adventure, the boy, seldom crept out of his 
lurking places, without the most cautious 
circumspection) ho was, in March 1727, dis- 
covered ^ the diligence of his persecutors, 
liiid -forcibly dragged on board of a ship 
bound fot Newcastle on Delaware river in 
America, where he was sold as a slave, and 
kept to hard labour, much above his age or 
strength, for the space of thirteen years, 
during which he was transferred from one 
person to another. 

“ While he remained in this servile sjlua- 
tion, he often mentioned, to tliose in whom 
^ he thought such confidence might be placed, 
the circumstances of his birth and title, to- 
«. gether with the manner of his being exiled 
from his native country; silthough, in this 
particular, he neglected a caution which he 
had received in nis passage, imparling that 
such a discovery 'would cost him his life. 
Meanwhile the usurper quietly enioyed his 
right ; and to those who questioned him about 
liis brother’s son, constantly replied, that .the 
boy had been dead for Several years ; and 
Arthur, earl of A-— — a, dying in April 1737, 
he, upon pretence of being next heir, suc- 
ceeded to the honours and estate of that 
nobleman. 

“ 'J'he term of the nephew’s bondage, which 
had been lengthened out beyond the usual 
time, on account of his repeated attempts to 
escape, being expired in the year 1730, he 
hired himself as a common sailor in a trading 
^ve^ol hound to Jamaica; and there, being 
'Entered on board of one of his mmesty’s 
ships under the command of Admiral Vernon, 
openly declared his parentage and preten- 
sions, This extraordihary' claim, which made 
a great noise in the fleet, reaching the ears 
of one JLieutenant S— - — n, nearly related to 
the usurper’s Irish wife^ he believed the young 
gentleman be an impostor; knd thinking' 
it was incumbeut on him tb discover the 
. chcati he'Wpnt on boaifl' the ship to which 
the. claimant belonged, apfl haying heard the^ 
' account' which be gttve of ' hltnself, was, not- ^ 
wKhstahdibIg Mb convinc^ 

of the, tfutn of vWhat he alleged. On his 
return tb chaftced.to men- 

; tibnthhlektMioi®^^ the quarter- ; 

debkf to: the'heawia^ of'Mr of 

:th6'iBidritep>ttepr who Jiadf fomerly been 
' " Cjchdol with 'Mr A-^^y. This young gen^^ 


man not only told the1ieuteniu^|;that he had 
been school-fellow with Lord A-^-r-m’s son, : 
<ibat also declared that he sMmld know, him 
again, if not greatly altered, as >hb' bj^jl re- 
tained a perfect idea of his couhtenancB^ 

“’Upon this intimation the lieutenant prbr 
.posed that the expeViment should be tried 
and went with the midshipman on board the 
ship that the claimant was in, for that puri : 
pose. After all the sailors had been as-.,., 
seitibled upon deck, Mr B-^ — casting his v. 
eyes around, immediately distinguished 
A— y in. the crowd, arid laying his Iwmd ori'" 
his- shoulder,---** this is the man,” said he; 
affirming at the same time, that while he' 
continued at school vvith him, the claimant 

was reputed and respected as Lord A rn’s 

son and heir, and maintained in all respects 
suitably to the dignity of his rank. Nay, he 
was, in like manner, recognised by several 
other persons in the fleet, who had known 
him in his infancy. 

*^ These things being reported to t lie ad-' 
miral, he generously ordered him to be sup- 
plied with necessaries, and treated like a gen- 
tleman ; and, in his next dispatches, trans- 
mitted an account of the affair to the Duke’ 
of Newcastle, among the other transactions 
of the fleet. 

“ In September or October 1741, Mr A — y 
arrived in London; and the first person to 
whom he applied for oilvicc and assistance , 
was a man of the law, nearly related to the 

families of A -a and 'A m, and well , 

acquainted with the particular affaira of 
each ; who, far from treating him as a bastard 
and impostor, reiceived him wilK civility and 
seeming kindness, asked him to Oat, pre- 
sented iiim with a piece of money, and, exi 
cusing himself from meddling in 'the affair, 
advised him to go to Ireland*, as the most 
proper place for commencing a suit fbr the 
rccoveiy of his right. 

** Before the young gentleman had an op-, 
portunity, or indeed any inclination, to com-, 
ply with this advice, he was accidentally met 
an" the street by that same H— — n, who, as 
I have mentioned, gave Mr M— the first , 
insight into tho affair : this man immediately .. 
knew tbe claimant, haviim been formerly an, 
agent for his father, and afterwards a creature 
of his uncle’s, ytfith whom ho was, not with- 
out reason, suspected to be conbenieifl in ' 
kidnapping and transjaotting • his nephew. 
Be that as it vvill, his coniicxiphs \vith the 
Usurper were now broken off by a , quarrel, in 
consequence of which he had thrown up his 
agency ; 'pnd hei- invited the hapless stranger 
'|o his hbusb, With a vimv of making all poSs-^ 
iMe ;adWihtage of ^such a gddst. * 

' ** There he had not lopg remained, when 
his. treacherous landlbi'd^ tampering with his < 
inexperibhce« effected a marriage between^ * 
him. and the daughter of one of his^owll'- 
firiend 0 ,-Who‘ lodged in his house at thq same ..j: 
fthne; I^tiafterwards, seeing no. person bfV: 
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consequcDcc willing to eapbude hie catiee> he ' 
looked upon him as an iiicutnbfance, andi 
wanted to rid his bands of him accordingly. ' 

lie remembered that Mr M had cx-l 

pressed himself with all the humanity of ap« | 
prehension in favour of the unfortunate young 
nobleman, before his arrival in England ; and, 
being well acquainted with the generosity of 
liis disposition, he no sootier understood that 
lie was returned from France, than he waited 

upon him with an account of Mr A y'a 

being safely arrived. Mr M— was sm- 
cerely rejoiced to hnd, that a person who had 
been so cruelly injured, and undergone so 
long and continued a scene of distress, was 
restored to a country where he was sure of 
obtaining justice, and where every good man 
(as he imagined) would make the cause his 
own : and being informed that the youth was 
in want of necessaries, he gave twenty 
guineas to H— n for his use, and promised 
to do hiwl all the service in his power ; but 
had no intention to take upon himself the 
whole weight of such an important affair, or 
indeed to appear in the cause, until he should , 
be fully , and thoroughly satisfied that the 
claimant’s pretensibns were well founded. 

“ In the mean time, H n insinuating 

that the young gentleman was not safe in 
his present lodging, from the machinations 

of his enemies, M accommodated him 

with an apartment in his own house ; where 
he was at great pains to remedy the defect 
in his education, by renderii/g him fit to 
appear as a gentleman in tlic world. Having 
received from him all the intelligence he 
could give relating to hja own aftair, he loid 
the case before counsel, and dispatched a 
person to Ireland, to make further inquiries 
upon the same subject ; who, on hi.s first 
arrival in that kingdom, found the claimant’s 
hirtfi was as publicly known as any circura- 
fitance of that kind could possibly be, at so 
great a distance of time. 

“The usurper and his friends gave all the 
interruption in their power to any researcheb 
couceming that afihir ; and had recourse to 
every art and expedient that could be in- 
vented, to prevent it being brought to a legal 
discussion ; privilege, bills in chancery, orders 
of court surreptitiously and illegally obtained, 
and every other invention, were made use of 
' to bar and prevent a fair and hpucst trial by 
a jury. The usurper himself, and his agents, 
at the Same ti’ -ft that they formed divers 
! conspiracies his Jifo, in vain endea- 

- detach Mr A L— ■ — from the orplian’s 

■ mnmnerable artifices, insinuating, 

cajoling miiirepresenting, with surprising 
dextenly.iBted pefseveranco. 

“ His rprdteeter, for from being ' satisfied' 
with . Wfaiotta, was not only deaf to 

. their TempDfrtrai|ces# hut believing him in 
. frqnjf tftdir :jepeated efforts, had.him 
privately conveyed ‘iiito, the country ; where 
an unhappy, accent (wUtfh ho Wh over 


since sincerely regretted) furnished his ad- 
versary with a colourable pretext to cut him 
off in the beginning of hijS career, 

“ A man happening to lose his life by the 
accidental , discharge of a piece that chanced 
to be in the young gentleman’s, hands, tlie, 
account of this misfortune no sooner reached—^ 
the ears of his uncle, than he expressed the 
most immoderate joy at having found so gopd 
a handle for destroying him, under colour, of 
law. He immediately constituted himself 
prosecutor, set his .emissaries at work to 
secure a coroner’s inquest suited to his cruel 
purposes-; set out for the places in person, to 
take care that the prisoner should not escape; 
insulted him in jail, in the most inhuniiu 
manner, employed a whole army of attorneys 
and agents, to spirit up and carry on a most 
vinilcnt prosecution ; practised all the unfair 
metiiods that could be invented, in order that 
the unhappy gentleman should be transported 
to Newgate, from the healthy prison to 
which he was at first committed; endea- 
voured to inveigle him into' destructive con- 
fessions; and, not to mention other more 
infamous arts employed in tlie affair of 
evidence, attempted to surprise him upon his 
trial, in the absence of his witncBScs and 
^counsel, contrary to a previous agreement 
with the prosecutor’s own attorney : nay, he 
oven appeared in person up, on the bench at . 
the trial, in order to intimidate the evidence, 
and brow-beat the unfortunate prisoner at 
the bar, and expended above a tliqusand 
pounds in that prosecuiion. In spite of all 
his wicked efforts, how;ever, which were 
defeated by the spirit and indefatigable in- 
dustry of Mr M-— , the young gentleman 
was honourably acquitted, to the ' evident 
satisfaction of all the impartial; the mis- 
fortune that gave a handle for that unnatural 
prosecution appearing to a demonstration to 
have been a mere accident. 

“In a few montlis, his protector, who had 
now openly espoused his cause (taking with 
him two gentlemen to witness his trans- 
aettons), conducted him tp his native country' • 
with a view to be better informed of tfie 
strength of his pretensions, than he could be 
by the intelligence he bad liitherto received, 
or by the claimant’s own dark and almost 
obliterated remembrance of the facts which 
were essential to bo known. Upon their 
arrival in Dublin, application was made to 

those persons whom Mr A had named 

as his schoolmasters and companions, toge- <. . 
ther with the servants and neighbours of bis . 
father. These, though examined separately, 
without Imviiig the least previous intimation 
of what tlie claimant laid reported, ^(graed in 
tlioir accounts with hjm, as whll as with one 
another, and mentiohod many oplc 

as aeqaaihted with the whom 

Mr had. T^cmrae^ 
the saibe unvaried information.. By tjhese 
such progresj^ m wjiiqm-. 
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TIPS thilt in lets tiioA two' monthB, no. few^r person withips a^iits IK^ada. some of . , 

thim one hundred persons, ftom different whom were detnSed before to. to pre^ 
miners irf the kinedom, cither personally, 6r for his reception, and induce the. people to 

‘'‘ 2,, ipitara ■pamrmi^pBted their knoWledire of meet him in obody, and accomptmy him to >, 

• Se eiS““So^"^ town, with such ' 

' one another ai well as with the acoountp he they hod before bestowed on his neWi^w , hot, , 

- X ^vendservants who had. inspiteofaUtheirartandmterc8t,kn^suf- ■ 

•' Sed inth his felher, and been deceived with feted to pass through tliestrMtm ainownfol . ,. 

■ the stwy of his death, so industriously pro- silence: mi tho,“eh ; 

jM' 

■ « Altbough the conduct of his adversary, pleasure and the 

* ‘ • . . . accompauipd his competitor. 

t “ Nor did 'his apprehension vaiusii witn 
the transaction of thid day ; the town was 


tensions*' Mr M — — t *** — • 'Ti ^ 

satisfied, resolved to see how he would be 
received upon the spot whore he was born ; 
justly concludiniT, that, if he was really an. 
impostor, the bastard of a kitchen-wench, 
iiroduced in a country entirely possessed by 
his enemy and his allies, he must be looked 
upon in that place with the utmost detesta- 
tion and contempt. 

“This his intention was no sooner known 
to the adverse party,, than ^ their agents and 
inends, from all quarters, repaired to that 
place with all possible dispatch, and used 
ill their influence with the people, in re- 
monstrances, threats, and all the 'other arts 
they could devise, not only to discountenance 
the claimant upon his arrival, but even to 
spirit up a mob to insult him. Nptwith^ 
standing these precautions, and the servile 
' awe and sulijcction in which tenants are kept 
by their landlords in that part of the country, 
as soon as it was known that Mr A— -y 


again in an uproar on the Sunday following, 
v^ien it was known that Mr A y in- 

tended to come thither from Dunmam to, 
church; they went out to meet him as before, 
and conducted him to the clnirch-doOr with 
acclamations^ which terrified his uncle to 
such a degree, that he fled with precipitation 
in a boat, and soon after entirely quitted the. 

would be almost an endless task to 
enumerate the particular steps that were, 
taken by one sidd to .promote, and by the 
other to delay the trial. The young gentle- ‘ 
man’s adversaries finding that they could not, 
by all the subterfuges and, arts they had ' 
used, evade it, repeated attempts were wade 
to assassinalo him and liis protector, and 
every obstruction thrown in the way of hi;?, 

** 1*1 IJ tTilluinV 


flint Mr A every oDsirncuon inruwu m vr«.jr 

s,=hSu» « 

.With acclamations and other exptoijsions oi g ^ 

bJoi^t to’a ve?; solemn trial nthar. w,hicli 
dur^ not ehow their fwes., brnniy continued, tiv several .adjoumittents. 


nepnew louje lorcMioji, ^ , 

, some bfthiB rest of the nuraber..,f«fei^,a. 
conaiden^e estate by thei* , 

. • verdict,” said xto P»a^.. 


{744;“aioul^w,hSi^'^me/5^^ 

o^ia isea^idiii^i.doterm 







340 SMOLLETT?S SELECT WORKS. 


that were witJiin reach of being daly inform- 
ed of tlicir proceedings, and of the different 
genius and conduct of the parties engaged 
in the contest, but more especially to such 
as were in court (as I was) at tlie trial, and 
had an opportunity of observing the charac- 
ters and behaviour of ‘ the persons who 
appeared there to give evidence. 

“ To such it was very apparent, that all 
tlio witnesses produced there, on the- part of 
the uncle, were either his tenants, depend- 
ents, pot-companions, or persons some way 
or other interested in the issue of the suit, 
and remarkable for a slow kind of cunning; 
that many of them were persons of pro- 
Aigate lives, who deserved no credit; that 
(independent of the levity of their characters) 
those of them who went under the denomi- 
nation of colonels (Colonel Loftus alone cx- 
/cepted, who had nothing to say, and was 
'only brought there in order to give credit to‘ 
that party), made so ridiculous a figure, and 
gave so absurd, contradictory, and incon- 
sistent an evidence, as no court or jury 
could give the least degree of credit to. On 
the other hand, it was observed; that the 
nephew, and Mr M , his chief, mana- 

ger (being absolute strangers in that coun- 
try, and unacquainted with tlic characters of 
the persona tliey had to deal with), were 
obli^d to lay before the court and jury 
such evidence as came to their hand, some 
of whom plainly appeared to have been put 
upon them by t&eir adversaries, wijh a design 
to hurt. It was also manifest, that the 

witnesses produced for Mr A y >vere 

such as could have no manner of conne.xion 
with him, nor any dependence whatsoever 
upon him, to influence their evidence; tor 
the far greatest part of them had never seen 
him from his infancy till the trial began, and , 
many of them (though poor, and undignified ; 
with the title of colonels) were people of | 
unblemished character, of great simplicity, ; 
and such as no man in his senses would 
pitch upon to support n bad cause. It is; 
plain that the jury (whose well-known hon- | 
our, impartiality, and penetration, must be | 
revered by all who are acquainted with them) i 
were not under the least difficulty about tlieir . 
verdict; for they were not ^inclosed above! 
half an liour, when they returned with it. ! 
These gentlemen could not help observing 
the great inecpiality of the parties engaged, 
the great advantages that the uncle had in 
every- otlier respect (except the truth and 
. justice of ,his case) over the nephew, by 
means of his vast poB.seesions, and of his 
ower andjihfluence all, round the place of 
is birth; nor oould the contrast between the 
diflhrent’ gehittdes of the two |)arties escape 
their observation. ,They could not but see 
' and conclude, that a person who had con- 
fessedly tTapspbrted and sold his orphan 
. nephew )htb slaVeiy,' who, on his return, had 
carried' on so unwarrantable and cruel a 


prosecution to take away hia life under the 
sanction of law, and who had also given 
such glaring proofs of his skill and dexterity 
in the rnana^ment of witnesses for that 
cruel purpose, was iii like manner capable, 
of exerting the same happy talent on this 
occasion, when his all was at stake; more 
especially as he had so many others who 
were equally interested with himself* and 
whose abilities in that respect fell, nothing 
short of his own, to second him in it. The 
gentlemen of the jury had also a near view 
of the manner in which the witnesses de«- . 
livered their testimonies, and had from 
thence an opportunity of observing many 
circumstances and distinguishing character, 
istics of truth and falsehood, from which a 
great deal could be gathered, that could not, 
be adequately conveyed by any printed - ac- 
count, how exact soever; consequently, they . 
must have been much better judges of the 
evidence on which they founded their vor* ^ 
diet, than any person who had not the same 
opportunity, can possibly be. 

“ These. Mr Pickle, were tny reflections 
,on what I had occasion to observe concern- 
ing that fafnous trial ; and on my return to 
England, two years after, I could not help 
pitying the self-sufficiency of some people, 
who, at this distance, pretended to pass their 
judgment on that verdict with as great 
positivoness as if they had been in the secrets 
of the cause, or upon the jury who tried it, 
and that from no 'better authority than the 
declarations of lK)rd A-— ^I’s emissaries, 
and some falsified printed accounts, artfully 
cooked up on purpose to mislead and de- 
ceive. 

. “ But to return from this digression— -Lord 

A a, the defendant in that cause, was so 

conscious of tlie strength and merits of his 
injured nephew’s case, and that a verdict 
MTOuld go against him, that he ordered a writ 
of error to be made out before the trial was 
ended; and tho verdict was no sooner given, 
than he immediately lodged it, though he - 
well knew he had no manner of error tq^- 
assign. This expedient was practised 
merely fer vexation and delay, in order to 
keep Mr A— y from the possession of the 
small estate he had recovered by the verdict, 
that, his slender funds being et^ausj^ed, he 
might be deprived of other means to |»roBe- * 
cute his rignt ; and by the most oppressive 
contrivances and scandalous chicanery, it has 
been kept up to this day, without his bqing 
able to assign the least shadow of any error, . 

“ Lord A— a was not tlie only anta- ’ . 
gonist that Mr A~— y had to deal with ; all • 
the didfbrent branches of the family, I 

who had been Worrying one another at law 
ever EiinbO the deatli of the late 
A — .-a,: about the partition of his ^ab ; 
eatateV wet® now firmly united in an assocta* 
tioh ‘ agaShi&t . this unfortunate -gentleman ; kj 
mutual deeds were executed among th^, , 
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by which many gieat lordtihips and e^tes 
were g^en up by the uncle to personfi who 
had' no rig[htto possess them, in order to 
engage them to side with him against his 
nephew, in withholding the unjust possession 
of the romaiuder- / 

“ These confederates having held several 
consultations against their common enemy, 

« and finding that his cause gathered daily 
( strength since the trial, by the accession of 
many witnesses of hgure and reputation, who 
had npt been heard of before, and that the 
only chance they had to prevent the speedy 
establishment of his right, and their own 

destruction, was by stripping Mr M of 

the little money that yet remained, and by 
stopping all further resources whereby he 
might be enabled to proceed ; they therefore 
came to a determined resolution to carry 
that hopeful scheme into execution ; and, in 
pursuance thereof, they have left no expe- 
dient or stratagem, how extraordinary or 
scandalous soever, unpractised, to distress 

Mr A y and that gentleman. For that 

end, all the oppressive arts and dilatory ex- 
pensive contrivances that the fertile inven- 
Tion of the lowest pettifoggers of the law 
could possibly devise, have with dexterity 
been played off against them, in fruitless 
quibbling, and malicious suits, entirely 
foreign to the merits of the cause. Not to 
mention numberless other acts of oppr.e6sion, 
the most extraordinary and unprecedented 
proceedings, by means whereof this sham 
writ of error hath been kept on foot ever since 
November 1743, is to me (snid the doctor) 
a most flagrant instance, i.ot only of the 
prevalency of power and money (when em- 
ployed, as in the present case, against an 
unfortunate, helpless man, disabled, os he 
is, of the means of ascertaining his right), 
but of tlic badness of a cause, that had re- 
' course to SO' many inlqaitous expedients to 
support it. 

“ In a word;, the whole conduct of Lord 
A — -a and his party, from the b^inning 
to this time, hath been such as sumciontly 
manifests that it could proceed from no other i 

motives than a confeciousness of Mr A ^y's 

right, and of their own. illegal usurpations, 
and fVom a terror of trusting the merits of 
their case to a fair discussion by the laws of j 
their country ; and that the intention and ; 
main drift of all their proceedings plainly 
tend to stifle and smother the merits of the 
casp from, the jcnowledge of the world, by 
opprdssiyo arts^ and ingenious delays, rather 
than tAist it to the candid * determination 
^ of iu! honest Jury. Vi^hat .else could be the 
mdtiveet 'of kidnapping the. claimant, and 
transporting him whep an infant 1 of the 
. various attempts made upon his life since 
'/ Ids return 1;- of thp attpmpta to dWest him. of 
/all assistance to ascertain, his right, ; by 
, endeavouring so solicitously to prevail pm 
to abandon;^.hi|][i in the begin-' 


ning * of retaining an army, of counsel before 
any suit had been commencedi, of the many 
sinister attempts to prevent the trial at barl 
of the various arts made use of to terrify any 
one from appearing as witness for the claim- 
ant, and to seduce those wiio iiad appeared I 
of the shameless, unprecedented, low tricks 
now practised, to keep liim out of the pos- 
session of that estate for which he had 
obtained tho verdict, thereby to disable him 
from bringing his cause to a further hearing : 
and of the attempts made to buy up Mr 

's debts, and to spirit up suits against 

him ? Is it not obvious, from all these cir- 
cuihstances, ^ well as from the obstruction 
they liave given to tho attorn cy-gonoral’s . 
proceeding to make a report to his majesty 
on the claimant’s petition on the king for 
the peerage, which was referred by his 
majesty to that gentleman, so far back as 
1743, that all their efforts are bent to tliat 
one point, of stifling, rather than suffering 
the merits of tliis cause to come to a fair 
and candid hearing; and that the sole. con- 
sideration at present between them and this 
unfortunate man, is not whether he is right 
or wrong, but whether he shall or shall ' not 
find money to bring this cause to a final 
detennination 1 

“ Lord A a and his confederates, not 

thinking themselves safe with all these 
expedients, while there was a possibility of 
their antagonist’s obtaining any assistance 
from such as humanity, compassion, gene- 
rosity,’ ora love of justice might induce to lay 
open their purses to his assistance in ascer- 
taining his right, Ijave, by themselves and 
their numerous emissaries, employed all the 
arts of calumny, slander, and detraction 
against him, by traducing his cause, vilifying 
his person, and most basely and cruelly tear- 
ing his character to pieces, by a thousand- 
misrepresentations, purposely invented and 
industriously propagated in all places of 
resort, which is a kind of cowardly assassina- 
tion that there is no ^lardi ng against; yet, 
in spite of all these machinations, and the 
shameful indifference of mankind, who stand 
aloof unconcerned, and see this unhappy 
gentleman most inhumanely oppressed by 
the weight of lawless power and faction, 

M , far from suffering himself to be 

dejected by the multiplying difiiciiltie.s that 
crowded upon him, still exerts' himself with 
amazing fortitude and assiduity, and will (I 
doubt not) bring the affair he began and 
carried on with so' much spirit while his 
finances lasted, to a happy conclusion. 

/‘It would exceed the bounds of my in- 
tention, and perhaps trespass too much upon 
your time, wete I to enumerate the low 
artiflees'and shameful quibbles by which the 
usurper lias found means to procrastinate^ 
the mbion of the contest between him and 
the nephew, or to give a detail, of ’, 

tlie damage and perplexity which Mr .M-*—— 
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has sustained, and been’ mvolved. in by tho 
treachery and ingratitude of some who fisted 
themselves under him, in the prosecution of 
this afRiir, and by the villainy qf others, who, 
under various pretepcelB of material dis- 
coveries they liad to make, &c. had listened 
themselves upon him. and continued to do 
all the mischief in their power, until the 
cloveu foot was detected. 

“ One instance, howoVer, is so flagrantly 
flagitious, that I cannot resist the inclination 
I feel to relate it, as an example of the most 
infernal perfidy that perhaps ever entered 
the human heart. I have already mentioned 
the part which 11-- — n acted in tne beginning 
of M— -'s connexion with the unfortunate 
stranger, and hinted tliat the said H — — n 
lay under many obligations to that gentleman 

before Mr A y*s arrival in England. He 

had been chief agent to Lord A a, and, 

as it afterwards appeared, received several 
payments of a secret pension which that 
lord enjoyed, for which he either could not. 
or would not account. His lordship, there- 
fore, in order to compel him to it, took out 
writs against him, and his house was con- 
tinually surround^ with catchpoleS for the 
space of two whole years. 

** Mr M , believing, from Mr H— ^ 

own account of the matter, that the poor man 
was greatly injured, and persecuted on -ac- 
count of his attachment to the unhappy 
young gentleman, did him all the goqd oflices 
m his power, and became secarity for him 
on several occasions: nay, such was his 
opinion of his integrity, that, after Mr 

A v 'was cleared of the prosecution 

carried on against liim by his uncle, his ]^r- 
son was trusted to the care of this hypocrite, 
who desired that the young gentleman might 
lodge at his house for the convenience of 

air, M ’s own occasions calling him often 

to the country. 

Having thus, by his consummate dis- 
simulation, acquired such a valuable -charge^ 

he w’rote a letter to one of Lord A a’s 

attorneys, offering to betray Mr A-r-~y, 
provided his lordship would settle his account, 
and give him a discharge for eight hundred 
..pounds of the pension which he had re- 
ceived, and not accounted for. Mr M-^ — , 
informed of this treacherous pitoposal, im- 
mediately removed his lodger from.hi^i. house 
intb Ins own, without assigning bis reasons 
^ &r Banning, • ’^til.^he was obliged to declare 
. it in, order to free himself from the impbr- 
' tbmftes of'H— who earnestly solicited 
' ' This miscroaht, finding himself 

‘dotect^i^j^ litpappomted in his villainous 
design* sb^mwch epra^d at his miscaf- 

Ti8g5t;tb«t^ 49 ^^: 6 tting all the benefits he had 
■ received for a series of years, 

hjei prac^isedrin iJie iniHchief his malice 
: could e0ntrivb%j^te^ ipm ; and at length en;< 
tewd one G-rst-i^y^: 

uiid' otl^' v^ahdoned wretctii^%: 


who, as before said, under various pretences 
of being able to* moke material discoveries, 
and otliervnse to serve the cause, had found 
means to be employed in some extra business 
relating to itr though their reaj intention 
wan to betray the claimant. - . ' 

“ These confederates, in conjunction with 
some other auxiliaries of infkmous charac- 
ter, being informed that Mr M— — was on 
the point of securing a considerable sum, to 
enable him to prosecute Mr A-~y*s. right, 
and to bring it to a happy conclusion, con- 
trived a deep-laid scheme to disappoint him 
in it, and at once to ruin the cause. And, 
previous .measures being taken for that, 
wicked purpose, - they imposed upon the 
young gentleman’s inexperience and cre- 
dulity, by insinuations equally false, .plausi- 
ble, and malicious; to which they at length 
gained his belief, by the mention of some 
circumstances that gave what they alleged an 
air of probability, and even of truth. They 

swore that Mr M[ had taken out an 

action against him for a very large sum of 
money; that they had actually seen the wTit ; 
that the intention of it was to throw him into 
prison for life, and ruin his cause, in conse- 
quence of an agreement made by him with 

Lord A and his other enemies, to 

retrieve thesmoney that he had laid out in the 
cause. 

“ Tins plausible tale was enforced with 
such an air of truth, candour, and earnest 
concern for his safety, and was strenMliened 
by so many imprecations and corroborating 
circumstances of thou* invention,, os would 
have staggered one of much greater experi- 
ence and knowledge of mankind than Mr 

A ^y could be supposed to be at that time. 

The notion of perpetual imprisonment, and 
the certain ruin they made him believe his 
caiiso was threatened with, worked up' his 
imagination to such a degree, that he suf- 
fered himself to bo led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, bj this artfhlband of villains, yvho 
secreted him at the lodgings of one Pr— n- 
t — oe, an intimate of“ Q— ,st — ey’s, fcr.. 
several days, .under : colour of his being, 
hunted by bailiffs employed by Mr M — r-* 
where he was riot obliged by them to 
change Jiis name, but even his wife W9S not 
suffered to. have access to him. , „ , ; ' , , • 

Their.de«gn was to have SDlil:him, or . 
drawn film , mto a- ruinous compromise, with; 
}mi,advei^aneB, for a valuable conud^mtion 
to themselves;/ JSutas no, ties/jilire biridlnlft 
among 0urihakht>tuf villain^fie rest of , they 
conspirators were jockeyed by .GHr«b-irey , 
who, iri prdc5r'..to monopolize- .the^; , 
vanti|go /td'Jiimfelf, hurried hiS ' pri«eVpti> 
the couptiyi- and secreted^ him'i^en from bis' 
cpiiffefer^j^. in a place pf;caiic^!deSiliJ^ ' 
huhdf^ fiw ^ 
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“He was no sooner there, than G — st-^y, 
as a previous step to the other villainy he 
intended, tricked him out of a bond' for six 
thousand pounds, under colour of his having a 
person ready to advance the like sum upon 
it, as an immediate fund for carrying on his 
cause ; assuring him, at the same time, that 
he had a set of gentlemen ready, who were 
willing to advance twenty-five thousand 
pounds more for the same purpose^ and to 
allow him five hundred pounds a year for 
his maintenance, till his cause should be 

made an end of, provided that Mr M 

should have no further concern with him 
and his cause. 

“ Mr A y, having by this time received 

some intimations of the deceit that had been 
put upon him, made answer, that he should 
look. upon himself as a very ungrateful mon- 
- ster indeed, if he deserted a person who had 
saved his life, and so generously ventured 
his own, together with his fortune, in his 
daiisc, until ho should first be certain of the 
truth of what was alleged of him, and abso- 
lutely rejected the proposal. G — st — ey, 
who had no other view in making it, than to 
cover the secret villainy he meditated against 
him, and to facilitate the execution tliercof, 
easily recoded from it, when he found Mr 
A y so averse to it, and undertook never- 

theless to raise the money, adding, that he 
might, if he pleased, return to Mr M-— 
whenever it was secured. The whole drift 
of this pretended- undertaking to raise the 
twenty-five thousand pounds, was only to 
Jay a. foundation for a dexterous contrivance 
to draw Mr A y unwarily into the execu- 

tion of a deed relinquisJiing all his right and 
title, under the notion of its being a deed to 
secure the repayment of that sum. 

“ G — st — ey having, as ho imagined, so 
far paved the way for the execution Of such 
a deed, enters into an agreement with an 
• agent, employed for that purpose by Mr 

A y’s adversaries, purporting, that, in 

. d^isideration of the payment of a bond for 
six thousand pounds, which he, G— st — ey 
had, as he pretended, laid out in Mr A— y’s 
cause, and of an annuity of seven hundred 
PQurids o-year, he was to procure for them 

from Mr A y a deed ready executed, re- 

; linquishin^ all right and title to the A a 

" estate and honours. Every thing being pre- 
pared for the execution of this v infernal 
eclieme, unknown to Mr A— y, G — st — ey 
then thought proper to send for liim to towri 
fromthis retirement, in or(h3r, as lie pretended, 
to. e:^ecute a, security of twenty-five thousand 
pounds. . ^ ^ 

’ “-This intended yictim to. that villain’s 
avarice no sooner aril ved in town, full of 
r hopes of money to oarry on his cause, and 
Tof 'agreeably surprising his friend a pd pro-, 
' Sector Mr witn sp seasonable and 

. Unexpe^ed aneinforcsupfent;, than an imfoto- 


ment of G— sWey’s siJc thousand pound 
bond. That money was to have been raised 
out of the estate of a lunatic, which could 
not be done without the leave of the court 
of chancery, to whom an account must have 
been given of the intended application of it. . 
While preparations were making to rectify 
this omission, G — st^ — ey immediately car- 
ried Mr A— -y again into the country, lest 
he should happen to be undeceived by some 
means or other. 

“ In the mean tienc, this wicked machina- 
tion was. providentially discovered by Mr 
M , before it could be carried into ex- 

ecution, by means of the jcalouaies that 
arose among the conspirp.tors themselves; 
and was, at the same time, confirmed to him 
by a person whom the very agent for the 

A a party had intrusted with the secret. 

M no sooner detected it, tlian he 

communicated his discovery to one of Mr 

A ^y’s counsel, a man of groat worth, and 

immediately thereupon took proper measures : 
to defeat it. He then found incati.s to lay 

open to Mr A y himself the treaclicrona 

scheme that was laid for his destruction ; he 
was highly sensible of it, and could never 
afterwards reflect on the snare that he had 
so unwarily been drawn into, and had so 
narrowly escaped, without a mixture of 
horror, shame, and gratitude to his deliverer. 

“ The consummate assurance of the inou^ 
sters who were engaged in this plot, after 
they had been detected, and upbraided with 
their treachery, i? scarce to be paralleled ; 
for they not oi^Iy owned the fact of 

spiriting Mr A y away in the manner 

above mentioned, but justified their doing it 
as tending to his service. They also main- 
tained that they Jiad actually secured tlio- 
twcnty.five thousand pounds for him, though 
tliey never could name any one person who 
was to have advanced the money. No man . 

was more active in this scheme than H n, 

nor any man more solicitous to keep Mr 

A y up in the false impressions he had 

receive, or in projecting methods to min . 
Ilia protector, than he. 

“ Among many other expedients for that 
purpose, a most malicious attempt was made 
to lodge ail information against him, fur ' 
treasonable practices, with the secretary of 
state, notwithstanding the repeated proofs 
he had given of his loyalty ; am}, as a pre- 
paratory step to his accusation, a letter, 
which this traitor dictated, was copied by 
another person, and actually sent to the earl 

of 0 d, importing, that the person who 

copied the letter had an affair of conse- 
quence to communicate ‘ to his lordship, if 
he Would appoint a time of receiving the 
information. But that person, lipon full 
conviction of the villainy of the schemer 
absolutely refused to proceed further in it 
SO thathis malice once more proved abortive ; ' 
and before be had time to execute any ether 
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contrivance of the same nature, he waa 
■ ifnpri«one(i in this very jail for debt. 

Here, finding his creditors inexorable, 
and himself destitute of all othor resource, 
)!0 made application to the very man whom 
Im had injured in such an outrageous manner, 
sot forth his deplorable case in the most 
pathetic terms, and entreated him, with the 
most abject, humility, to use his influence in 
his behalf. The distress of this varlct imme- 
diately disarme^il of his resentment, 

and even excited his compassion. Without 
senAng any answer to his remonstrances, 
he interceded for him with his creditors; 
and the person to wlioin he was chiefly 
indebted, refusing to release him without 
security, this unwearied bojjefactor joined 
with the prisoner in a bond for above two 
■ hundred and lorty pounds, for which he 
obtained his release. 

“ lie was no sooner discharged, however, i 
than he entered into fresh combinations with 
G-str-ey and others in order to thwjirt his 
deliverer in his schemes of raising money, 
and otherwise to di.stre.s3 and deprive him of 
liberty; for which purpose no art or industry 
(pcijury not excepted) hath been spared. 
And, what is still more extraordinary, this 
perfidious monster having found money to 
take up the bond, in consequence of which 
ho regained his freedom, hath procured a 
>yrit against M— -, upon that very obliga- 
tion, and taken assignments of .some other 
debts of that gentleman, with the same 
Christian intention. But’ hitherto he Imth, 
with surprising sagacity and unshaken reso- 
lution, baftlcd all their infbrual contrivances, 
and retorted some of their machinations on 
their own lieads. At this time, when he is 
supposed by some, ami represented by others, 
OS under tlie circumstances of oblivion and 
despondence, Jie proceeds in his design with 
the utmost calmness and intrepidity, moditat- 
inw schemes, and ripening measures, that 
will one day confound his enemies, and 
attract the iiotice and admiration of man- 
kind.” • N 

Peregrine having tlianked the priest for 
his obliging information, expressed his eur- 
•prise at 4he scandalous inattention of the 
^vhrJd t!^ Oth affair of such importance ; ob. 
||ervin»#j^^t, by such inhuman neglect, this 

young gentleman, Mr A ^y, 

, .was abWitely deprived of oil the benefit of' 
’^societylithe sole end of which is, to protect 
; the. rights, redress grievances, and pro- 
'.mote the happiness of indiviJbals. As for 
4He' chari^tef of M-r-*, he said, it was so 
romanticaUy'smmda'^un all its circumstances, 

. that, thougn-.JlpiccI' motive? wxire wanting, 
'curi 9 ?ity aTon^i ivoidd induce him to seek his 
'acquaintance : But, ne did not, at all wonder 
at the ’ungni,teflil\ returns which had b^n 
made' to his ^nelrosHy by — n and many 

- othersj whom Whad served in a manner that 
IbWi besides himself^ would have done i for 


lie had been long convinced of the truth 
conveyed in these Jines of the celebrated 
Italian author ; Li beneficii, olie per la loro 
grandezza, non puonno esscr guiderdonati, 
con la scelcrata moneta dell’ iogratitudini, 
sono pbgati. 

<‘The story which you have related of that ^ 
young gentleman,” said he, ‘‘beam a very 
strong resemblance to the fate of a Spanish 
nobleman, as it was communicated to me by 
one of hia own intimate friends at Pari?. 
The countess de Alvarez died immediately 
after the birtli of a son, and the husband 
surviving her but tliree years, the child was 
left sole heir to the honours and estate, under 
the guardianship of his uncle, who had a 
small fortune and a great many children. 
This inliuman relation, coveting the wealth ' 
of bis infant ward, formed a design against > 
the lile of the helpless orphan, and trusted 
the execution of it to his valet-deioiiarabre, 
who was tempted to undertake the murder 
by the promise of a considerable reward. 

He accordingly stabbed the boy with a knife 
in three different places, on the right side of 
the neck ; but, as he was not used to such 
barbarous attempts, his iiand failed in tJio 
I performance ; and lie was seized with such 
remorse, that, perceiving the Wounds were 
not mortal, he carried the Iiaplops victim to 
the Jiousa of a surgeon, by whose care tiu^y 
were healed ; aiul, in the mean time, that ho 
niiglit not forfeit his recompense; foj*.id 
means to p(?reuade his employer, tliat his 
I orders were performed. A bundle being 
I made up tor the purpo.se, was publicly ia- 
terrcKl as the body of the child, who was said 
to have been suddenly carried off by a c 
vulsion; and the u.ucle, without .opposition, 
Fucoeeded to his honours and estate. The 
boy being rured of his hurts, was, about the 
ago of six, delivered, with n small sum of 
money, to a merchant just embarking for 
Turkey; who was given to understand that 
he Was the bastard of a man of quality ; and 
that, for fiindly reasons^ it was necessary to 
conceal his birth. 

“ While the unfortunate orphan remained 
in this deploi-able , slate of bondage, nil tlie 
children of tlie usurper died one after afu' 
other; and he himself being taken danger- . 
ously ill, attributed all his niHictions to the 
just judgment of God, and communicated' - 
his anxiety on that subject to the valet-de- . 
chambre, who had been employed in tlie* 
murder of his nephew. That domestic, in 
order, to (jutet his master’s conseiencei an I . 
calni tlip perturbation of his spirits, coiffesseil , * 
wha^ lie hod done, and gave him hopes of * ‘ 
still findin^Iie boy by dmt of industry and 
exponsq.; Tte unhappy child being the only ‘ . 
hopp.Of the fbmily of Alvarez, the . uncle ‘ 
irameihately ordereil a minute inquiry to be . 
Set ’on in consequence of which;, be 'was 

, iiifokned, that the‘Q.qphan'had been sold to a ■ ’ 
TurH . who had afterwarjls tranffened him to . ‘ 
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- an English metcbant, by whom he was con* 
I’^eyed to Lohdon. 

<*An express was immediately dispatched 
, to this capital, 'where he understood that the 
unhappy exile had, in consideration of his 
. faithfol services, been bound apprentice to 
aPrcnch’barber-surgeon ; and, after he had 
sufficiently qualified himself in that profess- 
ion, been received into the family of the 
Count do Gallas, at that time the emperor’s 
ambassador at the court of London. - From 
the house of this nobleman he was traced 
into the service of count d’Oberstorf, where 
he had married his lady’s chambermaid, and 
then gone to settle as a sui^on in Bohemia. 

“ In the course of these inquiries several 
.years elapsed ; his uncle, who w’as very 
much attached to the house of Austria, 
lived at Barcelona, when the father of the 
empress queen resided in that city, and lent 
him a very considerable sum of money in 
, the most pressing emergency of his affairs-; 
and when that prince was on the point of 
returning to Germany, the old count, finding 
his end approaching, sent his father con- 
fessor to his majesty, with a circumstantial 
account of the barbarity lie had practised 
against his nephew, for which he implored 
forgiveness, and begged he would give orders, 
that the orphan, ’when found, should inherit 
the dignities and fortune which he had un- 
justly usurped. 

“His majesty assured the old man, that he 
might make himself easy on that score, and 
or&red the confessor.to follow him to Vienna, 

‘ immediately after the count’s death, in order 
to assist his endeavours in finding out the 
injured heir. The priest did not fail to yield 
-obedience to this command; he informed 
himself of certain natural marks on the 
young count’s body, which were knoivn to 
the nurse and women who attended him in 
his infancy : and, with a gentleman whom 
the emperor ordered to accompany him, set 
out for Rohemia, where he soon found the 
ohjiyt of his inquiry, in the capacity of major 
do'mb to a nobleman of that country, he 
having quitted his profession of^ surgery for 
.that office, 

“He was not a little surprised when he 
found himself circumstantially catechised 
'about the particulars of his life, by persons 
commissioned for that ^purpose by the em* 
perot. ’ He told them tSat he was absolutely 
Ignorant of lus own birth* though he had 
beert infomied during his xesidonce in Tur? 
keyrthat lie^waa the bastard of a Spariisfi 
grandf^, and gave them a minute detail of 
’ the pilgrimage he. /had undergone. * This 
information agreeing with the intelligence 
which the priest bad already received, and 
being corroborated by ibe tMrka upon’ his 
bpdjl^' atid the very scars of the wounds 
:%Mch had been in®ctedi upon him in Ids 
infancy^ thebonfeseor; without fcrther h^ta- 
tiQi^j.^muted h^ tfy name, of Count 


d’Alvarez, grandee of Spain, and explained 
the whole mystery of his fortune, 

■“If he was agreeably amazed at this ex- 
planation, the case was olhervvude with his 
wife, who thought herself in great danger of 
being abandoned by a husband of such high 
rank ; but he immediately dispelled her 
apprehension, by assuring her, that, as she 
had shared in his adversity, she sliould always ' 
partake of his good fortune. He set out 
immediately for Vienna, to make his acknow- 
ledgements to the emperor, who favoured him 
with a \’ery gracious reception, promised to 
use his influence so that he might enjoy the 
honours and estate of his fiimily, and in the 
mean time acknowledged himself his debtor 
for four hundred thousand florins, which he 
had borrowed fVom his uncle. He threw 
himself at the fl^et of his august protector, 
expressed the most grateful sense of his 
goodness, and begged fte might be permitted 
to settle iii some of his imperial majesty’s 
dominions. • 

“ 7'his request was immediately granted ; 
he was allowed to purchase land in any part 
of the hereditary dominions of the house of 
Austria, to the amount of the sum I have 
mentioned; ami made. choice of the country 
of Ratibor, in Silesia, where, in all proba- 
bility, he still resides,” 

Peregrine had scarce finished the narrative, 

when he perceived Mr M slip something 

into the hand of the young man with whom 
he had been conversing at the other end of 
the room, and rise up from the toble in order 
to take his leave. .He at once understood 
the meaning of this conveyance, and longed 
for an opportunity to be acquainted with 
such a rare instance of primitive bene- 
volence ; but the consciousness of his present 
situation hindered him from making any 
advance that might be construed into for- 
wardness or presumption. 

CHAPTER XCIX. 

/fe is stirprised with tJift appearance of 
JJtUchway and Pipes^ who take up their 
habitation in his neighbonrhoodt contrary 
• to his inclination and express desire. 

Beino now regularly initiated in the myste- 
ries of the Fleet, and reconciled in some- 
measure to the customs of the place, he 
began- to bear the edge of reflection 'without 
wincing ; and thinking it would bo higlily 
imprudent /in him to dMibr any longer the 
purposes by which only he could enjoy any 
ease aD4 satisfaction in his confinement, lie 
resolved to resume his tqsk of translating, , 
and every week compose an occasional paper, 
by way of revenge upon the minister, against 
whom he hod denounced eternal war. With 
this view, he looked himself up in hla 
oh&mbe^, ahd. went* to work/ with ^ great/ 
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ea^oine*'^ and application; lyhon he was 
interrupted a tickeUporter, who, puttuig 
a letter into hih hand, vanished in a moment 
bef5)ie he had time to peruse the contents. 

Oiu hero, opening the billet, was not a 
little burpn&ed to find a bank note foi fifty 
pounds, inclosed m a blank sheet of paper ; 
and }ia\iiig exercised his memory and pene- 
tration on the subject of this unexpected 
windfall, had just concluded, that it could 
come from no other hand tlian the lady who 
had so kindly \ isited him a few days before, 
when his ears ere suddenly invaded by the 
well-known sound of that whistle which 
always hung about the neck of Pipes, as a 
memorial of his former occupation This 
time being performed, ho heard the noise of 
a wooden leg ascending the stair, upon 
which he opened his door, and beheld his 
fnond Hatenway, with his old shipmate at 
his back. 

Alter a cordial shake of tho hand, with the 
u-sual salutation of — ‘‘-What cheer, cousin 
Pickle'*” honest Jack seated himself without 
rereniouy , and casting his eyes around the 
apartment, — Split ^ray topstay-sail,” said 
he, with an arch sneer, “ you have got into 
a snug birth, cousin Here you ma^ bit all 
weathers, without being turned out to take 
\ our w atch, and no fear of the ship’s drag- 
ging her anchor You Iia’nt much room to 
^pare, *lis tiuo , aii’ 1 had known os how you 
stowed bO close, Tom should litive bluiig my 
own hammock for you, and then you mought 
hate knocked down this gieat lubberly hum- 
canc-houso. But, inajhap, you turn in 
double, and so you don’t choose to trust 
yourself and jom dovy to a clew and 
canvass ” 

Picklc bore his jokes with great good 
humour, rallied him in hib turn about the 
dairy-niaid at the garri^^on, inquired about 
his friends in the eountr} , asked if he had 
been to visit liis niece, and, finally, expressed 
a desire of knowing the esuse of his lourney 
to London'* The lieutenant satisfied his 
curiosity in all the-je particulars ; and 4 m 
answer to the last question, observed, that, 
from the inform ition of Pipes, understanding 
he wab Itinddodvod, he had come from the 
(oimtry in order to tow him into the offing, 
“ I know not how the wind sits,” said he, 
“but if so bf 'IS three thousand pounds will 
bring you ch'nr of the cape, say the word, 
and you sna’n’t he wuid-bound another glass 
for vvaiit of tl e >tioy.” 

This wa m oiwr vbteu few people in 
our hero’o situation would have aHogether 
refused, especially os ho had all the reason 
in the woild ..o behove, that, far from being a 
% iin unmeaning ecmplimont, it was the 
genuine tribute of friendbhip, which the 
lieutenant would have willingly, aye and with 
pleasure, paid Nevertheless, Peregnpe 
peremptorily refused his assistance, though 
mot without expressing lumself m terms of 


acknowledgement suitable to the occasion. 
11c told him, it would be time enough to 
make uso of his generosity, when lie should 
find himself destitute of all other resource. 
Jack employed all his rhetoric, with a view 
of persuading him to take this opportunity 
to procure his own enlargement ; and finding 
his arguments ineffectual, insisted upon his 
accepting an immediate supply for his neces- 
sary occasions , swearing, with great vehe- 
mence, that he would never return to the 
garrison, unless he would put him upon the 
footing of any other tenant, and receive his 
rent accordingly. 

Our young gentleman as po-^itively swore, 
that he never would consider him in that 
hght ; remonstrating, that he had long ago 
settled the house upon him foi life, as a 
pledge of hib own esteem, as well as in con- 
formity with the commodore’s desire: and 
beseeching him to return to his usual avoca- 
tions, protested, that, if ever his situatinn 
should subject him to the necessity of bor- 
rowing from his fnends, Mr Hatchway should 
be the first man to whom he would apply for 
succour. To convince him that this was not 
tho case at present, ho produced the bank 
note which he had received m the letter, 
together with his own ready money , and 
mentioned some other funds, which he in- 
vented extempore, m ordci to amuse tho 
lieutenant’s concern In the close of this 
expostulation, he desnid Pipes to conduct 
Mr Hatchway to the colfechoiise, where he 
might amuse hiin^^elf v\ith tho newspapers 
for half an hour; dim wdjich he would put 
on his clothes, and bespeak something for 
dinner, that they might enjoy each otlier’b 
company as long as his occasions would 
permit mm to stay m that place. 

The two sailors were no sooner gone, than 
he took up the pen, and wrote the following 
letter, in which he inclosed the bank note, 
to his generous benefactress 

“Madam — Your humanity is not more 
ingenious than my suspicion In vam^; oii^, 
attempt to impose upon me by an act of 
generosity , w Inch no person upon earth but 
your ladyship is capable of committing 
Though your name was not subscribed ou 
the paper, your sentiments weie fully dis- 
played in the contents, whicli I must beg 
leave to restore, with the bamo sense or 
gratitude, and for the same reasons,. I ex- 
pressed -when last I had the honour to coii- 
\eise with you upon this subject. Though I 
am dopnved of my liberty by the villainy and 
ingratitude of mankind, i am not yet destitute 
of the other conveniences of life; and there- 
fore beg to be excused from uicumng an 
unnecessary addition to that load of obliga- 
tion you have already laid upon, Madam* 
your ladyship’s most devoted humble servant, 
PeBEOBIKB PlCKtB.” 

Having dressed himself, and repaired tp 
the place of appomtment* be dispatched this 
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epistle by the hands of Pipes, who, was ot- 
’ dered to leaye U at her ladyship^s house; With*» 
out Staying for an answer; and, in the mean 
time, gave diwctions fbr dinner, which h^ 
and his friend Hatchway ate very cheerfully 
in his own apartment, alter he had entertaiin- 
•’ ed him with a sight of 'ali the curiosities in 
the place. During their repast, Jock repeat- 
ed his Jtind offers to our adventurer, who 
declined them with his former obstinacy, and 
begged he might be no more importuned on 
that subject : but, if he insisted upon giving 
some fresh proofs of his friendship, he might 
Ijave an opportunity of exhibiting it in takmg 
Pipes under his care and protection : for 
nothing affected him so much as his inability 
to provide for such a faithful adherent. 

The lieutenant desired he would give him- 
self no trouble upon that score ; he being, of his 
own accord, perfectly . Well disposed to be- 
fViend his old ship-mate, who should never 
want while he had a shilling to spare. But 
he began to drop some hints of an intention 
to "fix hie quarters in the Fleet, observing, 
that the air seemed to be very good in that 
place, and that he was tired of living in the 
country. What he said did not amount to 
a plain declaration, and tlierefore Peregrine 
did not answer it as such, though he per- 
ceived his drift ; and took an opportunity of 
describing the inconveniences of the place 
in such a manner as, he hoped, would ^deter 
him from putting such an extravagant plan 
in execution. 

This expedient, however, far from answer^, 
ing the end proposed, had quite a contrary 
effect, and furnished Hatchway with an argu- 
ment against his own unwillingness to quif 
such a msagroeable place. In all pro^bility, 
‘'Mack woula have been more explicit with re- 
gard to the scheme he had ppposed, if the 
conversation had not been interrupted by the 
arrival of Cadwalladpr, who never failed in 
the performance of his diurnal visit. Hatch- 
way, conjectnrizig that this stranger might 
haVo some private business with his fHend, 
qir^Scd the apartment, on pretence of taking 
a turn : and meeting Kpes at the door, desir- 
ed his company to the Bare, by which name 
the Open space is distinguished ; wliere, 
during a course of perambulation, these two 
companions held a council upon Pickle ; in 
consequence of ‘ which it was determined, 
since he obstinately persisted to refuse their 
assistance,, that they should take lodgings izi 
his neighbourhood, with a view of being at 
.band to ministet, Unto hie occasions, in spite 
false ^ifcacy, according to the emerf^ 
.gency- of his afibirsf. . ’ 

, TOs resolution bqingt^ken, they consulted 
the bar-kef^rof the coffeehouse about lodg- 
ing, and due directed them to the warden ; 
to Whom the lieptenaht^ in his great wisdom, 
repi^n^d himself; as a' knisman to Pere- 
grine, rather^hatl leave that young gen- 
Meo^n'by hiiha^lf, to the unavoidapie discom- 


forts of a prison, was inclined to keep him 
company, till such time as his . could 

be put ill order. This measure ho tho^ more . 
anxiously dOsired to take, becaUse the pris- 
oner was sometimes subject to a disordered , 
imagination, upon which occasion he stood in 
need of extraordinary attendance ; and there-. . , 
fore he, the lieutenant, entreated the War- v 
den to accommodate him with a lodging fbr 
himself and his servant, for which he was ' 
ready to make any reasonable acknowledge- 
ment. The warden, who was a sensible and^ 
humane man, could not help applauding his 
resolution; and several irooms being at that 
time unoccupied, he put him immediately in 
possession of a couple, which were forthwitli 
prepared for his reception. 

This affair being settled to his satisfaction, 
he dispatched Pipes for his portmanteau ; 
and, returning to the coffeehouse, found Pere- 
grine, witJi whom he spent the remaining 
part of the evening. Our hero, taking it for 
granted that he proposed to set out for the 
garrison next day, wrote a memorandum of 
some! books which he had left in that habita- 
tion, and which he now desired Jack to send 
up to town by the wagon, directed for Mr 
Crabtree. Ho caution^ him against giving 
the least hint of his misfortune in the neigh- 
bourhood, that it might remain as long as , 
possible concealed from the knowledge of liis . 
sister, who, he knew, would afflict herself 
immoderately^ at the news, nor reach the 
ears of the rest of his family, who would exult 
and triumph over his distress.- 
Hatchway listened to his injunctions with 
great attention, and promised to demean him- 
self accordingly : then the discourse shifted 
to an agreeable recapitulation of the merry 
scenes they had formerly acted togetiier : 
and |he evening being pretty far advanced, 
Pere^irie, with seeming reluctance, told him 
that the gates of the Fleet would in a few 
minutes be shut for the night, and that there 
was an absolute necessity for his withdraw, ^ 
ingto his lodging. Jack replied, that he. 
could not think of parting with him so soon, 
lifter such a long separation; and that he was 
determined to stay with him an hour, or two ' 
longer, if he shoiild be obliged to take up his 
lodging in the streets. Pickle, rather than 
disoblige his guest, indulged him in bis desire, 
qnd resolved to give him, a share of his own 
bed. A pair of chickens .and asparagus were 
bespoke for supper, at which Pipes attended 
Vvitn an air of internal satisfaction ; and the 
bottle was bandied about in a jovial manner 
tijl midnight, when the Heutenant rose up to • 
take bis leave, observing, Ihat, * being fati^ed- 
tvith riding, be was Inclined to turn in. 
Pipes, upon this intimation, produced a lan- 
tern ready lighted; and Jack, shaking his •: 
^fertainer by the hapd^ wished him a good, ,, 
and promised to visit him again betimes 
,in the tnoniing. • ’ . ^ 

P^grihe, imagining that his behaviour ; 



340 SMOIXETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


pfocRedcd from the wine, which he had plen- 
tifuliy drank, told him, that, if he was dis- 
posed to sleep, his bed ready prepared 
in the room, and ordered his attendant to un- 
dress his master ; upon ^whigh Mr Hatchway 
gave him to understand^ that he had no occa- 
sion to incommode his friend, having already 
provided a lodging for himself; and the 
young gentleman demanding an explanation, 
he irankly owned what he had done, saying, 
— You gave me such a dismal, account of 
the place, that 1 could not think of leaving 
you in it without company.” Our young 
. gentleman, who was naturally impatient of 
benefits, and foresaw that this uncommon 
instance of Hatclnvay’e friendship would en- 
croach upon the plan which he had formed 
for his own subsistence, by engrossing hie 
time and attention, so as that he should not be 
able to prosecute his labours, closeted the 
lieutenant next day, and demonstrated to 
him the folly and ill consequences of the step 
he. had taken. He observed, that the world 
in general would look upon it as the effect 
of mere madness ; and, if his relations were 
so disposed, they might make it the founda- 
tion for a statute of lunacy against him ; that 
his absence from the garrison must be a very 
great detriment to his private adkirs ; and, 
lastly, that, his presence in the Fleet would 
be a very great hindrance to Pickle himself, 
whose hope of regaining his liberty altogether 
depended upon his being detached from all 
company and interruption. 

To these remonstrances Jack replied, that, 
as to the opinion of the world, it was no more 
to him than a rotten iietline ; and if his rela- 
tions had a mind to have his upper works 
condemned, he did not doubt but he should 
be able to stand the survey, without being 
declared unfit for service ; that he. had no 
affairs at the garrison, but such as would 
keep cold ; and with regard to Pickle’s being 
interrupted by his presence, he gave him his 
word, that he would never come alongside of 
him, except when he should give him the 
signal for holding discourse. In conclusion, 
he signified the resolution to stay where he 
was, at all events, without making himself 
accountable to any person whatsoever. 

Peregrine seeing him determined, desisted 
from any farther importunity ; resolving, 
however, to lire him out of his plan by re- 
serve anf lUpercilious neglect ; for he could 
not bear tfie thought of being so notoriously 
obliged by any person upon earth. .With 
this vipw he quilted the lieutenant, upon 
pretence ; aOer having told him, 
'that he could, not have the pleasure of hi^ 
company af dinner, because he was engaged 
’ wHh a, particular club of his fellow-prison- 
ers.. _ _ f ‘ 

Jack was. a stmngcr to the punctilios of 
behaviour, and tbereforo did not take this de- 
claration ammi' but had immediate recourse 
to the advice of Mrcdun/sellot Mr Pipes,r.,3^Juo 


proposed, that he should go to the coffeehouse 
and kitchen, and give the people to under- 
stand that he would pay for all efpeh liquor 
and provisions as Mr Pickle $hdald order to 
be sent to his own lodging. This expedient 
was immediately practised; and os there 
was no credit in the place, , Hatchway de- ' 
posited a sum of money, by way of security 
to the cook and the vintner, intimating, that 
there was a necessity for taking that method 
of befriending his cousin Peregrine, who was 
subject to strange whims, that rendered it 
impossible to serve him in any other way. 

In consequence of these insinuations, it 
was that same day rumoured about the Fleet 
that Mr Pickle was an unhappy gentleman 
disordered in his understanding, and that the 
lieutenant was his near relation, who had 
subjected himself to the inconvenience of 
living in a jail, with the sole view of keeping 
a stnet eye over his conduct. This report, 
however, did not reach the ears of our hero 
till the next day, when he sent one of the 
runners of the who attended him, to 
bespeak and pay for a couple of pullets, and 
something else for dinner, to which lie liad 
already invited his friend Hatchway, in hope 
of being able to persuade him to retire' into 
the country, after he had undergone a whole 
day’s mortification in the place. The mess- 
enger returned with an assurance that the 
dinner should be made, ready according to 
his directions, and restored the money, ob- 
serving, that his kinsman had paid for what 
was bespoke. 

Peregrine was equally surprised and dis- 
gusted at this information, and resolvcjil to 
chide the lieutenant severely for his unsea- 
sonable treat, which he considereil as a thing 
repugnant to his reputation. Meanwhile he 
dispatched his attendant for wine to the cof- 
feehouse, and finding his credit bolstered up 
in that place by the saine means, was enrag- 
ed at the presumption of Jack’s friendship. 
He questioned the valet about it with such 
manifestation of displeasure, that tlie fellow, 
afraid of disobliging such a good nun^r, • 
frankly communicated the story which was ! 
circulated at his expense. The young gen- 
tleman was so much incensed at this piece 
of intelligence, that he wrote a bitter expos- ^ 
tulatipn to the lieutenant, wherein he not only 
retracted his- invitation, but declared that he 
would never converse with: him while he>. 
should remain within the pla.ee. 

Having thus obeyed the dictates of Jns. 
angetr he gsvie notice to the cook, thatjie . 
should not nave occasion for what, was order- 
ed. Repairing to the coffeehouse, be told the 
landlord, that whereas he understood the. 
stranger with the wooden leg had .prepps- 
sessedhim and others witJi lidictdqus notions, , 
tending to bring the sanity of hiis int^ects , 
in question^ aiuf, to ponftnn, this .imputation, ' 
bad, under the preteime of consftz^nity, ' 
undertaken io defray expena^ I heoomd. 
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not help, in justice to himself, doclann^, that 
the same person was, in reality, tlie madman, 
who had given hib keepers the blip , that, 
therefore, he (the landlord) would not find 
his account in complying with his orders, and 
encouraging him to frequent his house , and 
that, for hifci own part, he would never enter 
the door, oi favoui him a ith the leobt trifle 
of his custom, if ever he bhould for the future 
find himself anticipated m hib payments by 
that unhappy lunatic 

The vintner was confounded at this retorted 
charge , and, after much perplexity and de- 
lib( ration, concluded, tint both partir s were 
districted , the stranger in paying a man’s 
debts against liis will, and Pickle, in being 
offended at such forwardness of friendship 


CHAPTER C 

These associates commit an assault upon 
( rabtrte, for uhtch theif are banished 
from the I Itet — Pertgnne begins to feel 
thr effects of covfinemint 

Our adventurer having dined at an ordina- 
ry, and in the afternoon retued to lus own 
apartment, as usual, with hib friend (’’idwil- 
I idor Hatchway and his a«socntc, after tliey 
had been obliged to disr uss the provision foi 
which they had paid , renewed their confc r- 
ence upon the old subject Pipes giving his 
mobsmatc to understand, that Peregnne’s 
chief eonfldant was the old deaf ba< hclor, 
whom he had seen at ftis lodging the picced- 
ing day, MrHatrhway, in his great penetia- 
tion, discovered tint the young gentleman’s 
obstinacy procei ded from the advice r f the 
misanthrope, whom, foi thaticison, it was 
the r busincs® to chastise Pipes entered 
into this opinion llie more w illingly, as he 
hid all along belie\cd ♦he senior to be a 
sort of wizard, or some caco-demon, whom 
jt.was not very creditable lo bo acquainted 
. /ith Indeed, he had been inspired with 
tills ij9tion by the insinuations of Ha dgi, wlio 
had formerly diopped some hints touching 
Crabtree's profound kiidwlcdge m the magic 
art, mentoning, m particiQdr, his being 
possessed of the philosopher’s stone , an 
iss^rtion to which Tom had given implicit 
credit, until hib master wab sent to prison for 
debt, when lie could no longer suppose Cad- 
walloder lo'^d of such a valuable recret, or 
flbe he would certainly have proiured the 
enlargement of his most intimate friend 
With these eentunents, he c'^poused the 
resentment of Hatchway They determined 
to seizcttbe supposed conjuror, with the first 
opportunity, on his return from hia visit to 
Peregnne, and, without hesitation, exercise 
upon htm the discipline of the pump This 
plan they would have executed that same 
evenihgf misanthrope luckily 

ATithdrawn himself by accident, before it was 


dark, and even before tlicy had intelligenco 
of hi«i rt treat But, next da}, they kept 
themselves upon the watch till he appeared, 
and jPipes lifting his hat, as Crabtree passed, 
— ** O damn ye, old dunny,” *i*iid he, “ you 
and I mu«it grapple by and by , and a gad I 
shall he so ntai youi quarter, tliat vour oa 
ports will let m the sound, tlio f tiny aio 
double caulked with oakum ’ 

The misanthrope’s ears were not quite so 
fast closed, but tliat they received thi-^ inti- 
mation, which, though delivered in terms 
that he did not w 1 11 understand, haa such lu 
effect upon his apprehension, that he signit - 
edhis doubts to Peregrine, obberv in^ that li 
did not much like the looks of that bamc rul- 
fian with the woodc n leg Pickle issured him 
he had nothing to fear from thf two Sdilor^, 
who could have no cause of reseutnicnl 
against hin , or, if they had, would nut v( n- 
tnreto take any step, which they knew must 
block up all the avcniiob to that reconcile- 
ment about which they were so anxioub , 
and, moreover, givo siu h oftt nee to the gov- 
crtim of the place as would infallibly induce 
him to expel them both fiom his territories 

Notwitnstanding this asonrance, the j oiing 
gcntleinin was not so confide nt ot the lieu- 
tenant’s discretion, as to beluve that Crab- 
tree's tears weic altogether without founda- 
tion , ho forthwith con]( < tuu d that Jack had 
tikcn umbrage at an intimacy liom which he 
found him^cU occluuod, and imputed his dis- 
grace to th' iiismiutions of Cadwalladei, 
whom, in all likelihood, he intended to pun 
ish for his suppos^d atHice He knew his 
fhend could sustain no great damage fioni 
the lieutenant’b n ^entraent, in a place which 
ho could immediately alairn with his crus, 
and Iheiefore wished lie might fall into the 
snare, because it w ould furnish him with a 
pretence of complaint , in consequence ot 
whi(h, the eailoib would be obliged to shift 
the r quartern, so as that he should be nd of 
their company, in which he at present, could 
find no enjoyment 

Every liung happened as he had foreseen , 
the imsanthiope, in his retreat from PciC- 
grino’s chamber, w is assaulted by Hatchw av 
and his associate, who scizt d him by the col- 
lar without ceremony, and began to diag hii i 
towards the pump, at which they would ha' e 
certainly com pi mented him with a very dis- 
agreeable bath, had not ho exalted his voic** 
in such a manner, as in a moment brought a 
number of the inhabitants, ana Pickle himst’f, 
to his aid The assailants would have p( r- 
ststed in their design, had the oppos lion been 
such as they could have f'ced with my pos-,i 
bility of si ccess nor did they quit their prt \ , 
before a dozen, at least, bod come* to Ii4*» res- 
cue, and Peregrine, with a men icing ispec t 
and oir of authority, commanded his old valet 
to withdraw , then they thouirht proper to 
sheer off, and betake themselves to close 
quaitete while our hero accompanied tlie 
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* afTri^hted Cadwalladcr to tliegate, andi&schib. 
itod to the warden a fon&al complaint a^inst 
the rioters, upon whom he retorted the 
of lunacy, which was supported by the evt- 
deuce of twenty persons, who had been eye* 
witnesses of the outrage committed against 
the old gentleman., / ' 

TJie governor, in consequence <^this infor- 
mation, sent a messsge to Mr ITatehway, 
warning him to move his lodgings n&rt day, 
on pain of being expelled. The lieutenant 
contumaciously refusing to comply with this 
intimation, was in the morning, lYhiln he 
amused himself in walking upon the Dare, 
suddenly surrounded by the constables of the 
court, who took him and his adherent pris* 
oners, before they were aware, and deliver- 
ed thorn into the hands of the turnkeys, by 
whom they were immediately dismisseu, 
and their baggage conveyed to the side of 
the ditch. 

This expulsion was not performed without 
an obstinate opposition on the part of the de- 
linquents, who, had they not been surprised, 
would have set the whole Fleet at defiance, 
and, in all probability, would have acted di* 
vers tragedies, before they could have been 
overpowered. Things being circumstanced 
as they were,' the limitenant did not part 
with his conductor, without tweaking his 
nose, by way of farewell; and Pipes, in imi- 
tation of such a laudable example, communi- 
cated a token of remembraneb, in an applica- 
tion loathe sole eye of Jiis attendant, who, 
scorning to be outdone in this kind of cour- 
tesy, returned the eomplimcnt ' with such 
good will, that Tom's organ performed the 
office of a multiplying glass. These were 
mutual hints for stripping ; and accordingly 
each was naked from tJie wsfist upwards in a 
trice. A ring of butchers from the market 
was immediately formed ; .a couple of the 
reverend ilamens, who, in morning gowns, 
ply for marriages iu that quarter of the town, 
constituted theipselves seconds and umpires 
of the approaching contest, and the battle 
began without fiwrther preparation. The 
combatants wore, in point of strength and 
agility, pretty equally matclicd ; but the jailor 
had been rcmilarly Jlrained to the art of 
bruizing ; he had more tiian once signalized 
himself in public, by, his prowess and skill in 
this exercise: and lost one evoupoft the stage 
in the course I ’ vJexploits, This was a 
misfortune of wuichVjpesdid .lot fail to take 
..the advantage; ne had already sustained 
Several knocks upon ids temples and 
jaws> and fopnd it irrptacticabJe to smite his 
antagnaiiat upon the tictualling office, sodex- 
teix>Uely ' was it defended against assault 
Hetheii ehpn^d his battery, and being ambi- 
^xter, raised such a clatter upon tlm turn- 
blinld that this hero, believing hiib 
leRrhandcd^ converted his attention that way, 
an4 opffpsed llie, unenligh^ned side of his 
ft the right haftdi of iKpes, which' h^ing 


thus unprovided against, slily bestowed upon 
him a peg under the 6fth rib, that in an in- 
stant laid him senseless oh the pavement, 
at the feet of hiS conqueror. Pipes was ^n- 
gratiilatcd upon his victory, not only byj|^ 
friend Hatchway, but also by all the by- 
standers, particularly the priest who had es- 
poused his cause, and now invited the stran- 
ers to Ills lodging in a neighbouring ale- 
ousc, where they were entertained so much 
to their liking, that they determined to seek 
no other habitation while they should continue 
in town ; and, notwithstanding the diisgracc 
and discouragement they had met with, in 
their endeavours to serve our adventurer, 
they were still resolved to persevere in their 
good offices, or, in the vulgar phrase, to sec 
Him out. 

While they settled themselves in man- 
ner, and acquired familiar connexions round 
all the purlieus of tbc ditch, Peregrine found 
himself deprived of the company of Cadwal- 
ladcr, who signified by letter, that he did not 
choose to hazard his person again in visiting 
him, while such assassins occupied the avc- 
nues through which he must pass It 'for li(» 
had been at pains to inciuire into the motions 
of the seamen, and informed himself exactly 
of tlie harbour in which they were moored. 

Our hero liad been so miir j accustomed to 
the, conversation of Crabtree, which was al- 
together suitable to the singularity of his own 
disposition, that he could very ill afford to be. 
debarred of it at tins juncture,, when almost 
every other source of enjoyment was stopped. 
He was, however, obliged to submit to tlio 
hardships orii|a*€£fj^ion ; and as the char- 
acters of hls^tfl^Syiv-pa'isoiiors did not at all 
improve Jbe was compcllpd to 

for satisfaction Witbia iiimself. Not but that 
he had an opportuiiity of conversing with 
some people who neither wanted sense, nor 
were deficient in point of principle ; yet there 
appeared in the behaviour of tJiem (|]|1, with- 
out exception, a certain want of decorumr,^ 
squalor of sentiment, a sort of jaHish ca^^ 
contracted in the course .of confiitcinonTT 
which disgusted the delicacy of omr bmro's 
observation. He therefore doiadibffin!kn^)f 
as much as he could, without giving'<offence 
to, those among whom he was obliged to live, 
and reaumod bis labours with itstoredibfo ea- 
gerness and perseverance, his being 

supported by the success of some severe 
pkUifpioSi^ which he occasionally pnhhshed 
a^inst the author of his misfortune.' / 

Nor Wok hfs .humanity unemployeijxria the 
vacalionn of his revenge, A man must ^ 
void of all sympathy and compassion who can 
resldo a«wng so many ‘miserable objects, 
without fooling an incUnetktD to relieve tlieir 
distress. Every day almost to lus 

view such lameittablo scones a$, wpre most 
likely to attract his, notioe sad engage his 
benevolence* Revemsa of fortuos, attended 
with the most dcnlorwe oircumstancea at 
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domestic woe, were continually intnuliiig 
upon his acquaintance ; his cars were invaded 
with the cries of thcj hapless wife, who, fronr 
the enjoyment of affluence and pleasure, was 
forced to follow her husband to this abode of 
wretchedness and want ; his eyes were every 
minute assailed with the naked and meagre 
appearances of hunger and cold; and his 
fkney teemed with a tliousand aggravations 
of their misery. 

Thus situated, his purse was never shut 
while his heart remained open. Without 
reflecting upon the slendcrneb's of his store, 
he exercised his charity to all the children 
of distress, and acquired a popularity, which, 
though pleasing, was far from being profit- 
able. In short, liis bounty kept no pace with 
his circumstances, and in a little time he was 
utterly exhausted. He had recourse to Ins 
bookseller, from whom, with great difficulty, 
he obtained a small reinforcement, and im- 
mediately relapsed into the same want of 
retention. He was conscious of his in-| 
firmity, and found it incurable : lie foresaw ' 
that by his own industry ho should never be ^ 
able to defray the expense of these occa- 
sions ; and this reflection sunk deep into his 
mind. The approbation of the public, which 
he had earned or might acquire, like a cordial 
often repeated, be^n to lose its effect upon 
. his imagination; nis health suffered by liis 
• sedentary life and austere application; his 
eyesight failed, his appetite forsook hiin, his 
spirits decayed ; so that he became me- 
lancholy, listless, and altogether incapable 
of prosecuting the only means ho had left 
for his suKsistence ; and (what did not at all 
contribute lo the alleviation of these par- 
ticulars) he was given to understand by his 
.lawyer, that he had lost his cause, and was 
condemned in costs. Even this was not the 
most mortifying piece of intelligence he 
received ; he at the same time learned that 
his bookseller was bankrupt, and his friend 
Crabtree at the point of death. 

- These were comfortable considerations to 
a vouth of Peregrine’s disposition, which 
was* so capricious, that the more his misery 
increased, the more haughty and inflexible 
he became. Rather than be beholden to 
Hatchway, who still hovered about tlic gate, 
eager for an opportunity to assist him, he 
chose lo undergo the want of almost cveiy 
convenience of life, and actually pledged his 
wearing apparel to an Irish pawnbroker in 
the Fleet, for money to purchase ^ those 
things, without which he must have' abso- 
lutely perished. lie was gradually irritated 
by his misfortunes into a rancorous resent- 
ment against mankind in general, and his 
heart so alienated from the enjoyments of 
life, that he did not care how soon lie 
quitted his miserable existence. Though he 
had shocking examples of the vicissitude.^ 
of fortune continually before his eyes, he 
could never be reconciled to the idea of 
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living like his fellow-sufferers, in the most 
abject degree of dependence. If he refused 
to accept of favours from his o\yn allies and 
intimate friends, wliom he had formerly 
obliged, it is not to be supposed, that he 
would listen to proposals of that kind from 
any of his fellow-prisoners, with whom he 
had contracted acquaintance ; he was even 
more cautious than over of incurring obliga- 
tions ; lie now shunned his former mess- 
miitcs, in order to avoid disagreeable tenders 
of friendship. Imagining that ho perceived 
an inclination in the clergyman to learn the 
state of his finances, he discouraged and 
declined tlic explanation, and at length 
secluded himself from all society 


CHAPTER Cr. 

He receives an unexpected visit ; and the 

clouds of misfortune hc^hi to stparnle. 

Wtiilk he pined in this forlorn condition, 
with an equal abhorrence of the world and. 
himself, Captain Gauntlet arrived in town in 
order to employ his interest for promotion in 
the army ; and, in consequence of his wife's 
particular desire, made it his business lo 
inquire for Peregrine, to whom he longed to 
be reconciled, even though at the expense of 
a slight submission. Ilut ho could hear no 
tidings of him, at the place to which ho vvns 
directed ; awd, on the supposition tliat our 
hero had 'gone to reside in tlui country, 
applied himself to his own business, with 
intention to renew his inquirie's after that 
affair should be transacted. He commmii- 
cated his demands to his supposed patron, 
who had assumed the merit of making him a 
captain, and been gratified with a valuable 
present on that consideration ; and was 
cajoled with Jjopes of succeeding in his 
present aim by the same interest. 

Meanwhile, he became acquainted with 
one of the clerks belonging to the war-oliice, 
whose advice and assistance, ho was told, 
would be a furtherance to his scheme. As 
he had occasion to discourse with this gen- 
tleman upon the circumstances of his expec- 
tation, he learned that the nobleman, upon 
whom he depended, was a person of no 
consequence in the state, and altogether iu- 
capahle of assisting him in his advancement. 
At the same time his counsellor exj)resfeed 
bis surprise that ('aptnin Gauntlet did not 
rather interest in his cause the noble poor to 
whose good offices he owed his last com- 
mission. 

This remark introduced an cxi)]ariati«m, 
by which Godfrey discovered, to his infinite 
astonishment, the mistake in which he had 
continued so long with regard to his patron; 
though he could not divine the motive which 
induced a nobleman, with whom he had no 
acquaintance or conne.xion, to interpose hiff 
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influence in his beliaJf. Whatsoever that 
Diigrht bo, lie thoujrht it was his duty to make 
his acknowledgement ; and for that purpose 
went next morning to his house, where he 
was politely received, and given to under- 
stand that Mr Pickle was the person to 
whoso friendship ho was indebted for his last 
promotion. 

Inexpressible were the transports of grati- 
tude, atlection; and remorse, that took pos- 
session of the soul of Gauntlet, when this 
mystery was unfolded. — “ Good heaven !” 
cried he, lifting up his hands, “ have I lived 
.^o long in a state of animosity with my 
benefactor] I intended to have reconciled 
myself at any rate before I was sensible of 
this obligation, but now I shall not enjoy a 
moment’s quiet until I have an opportunity 
of expressing to him my sense of his heroic 
friendship. I presume, from the nature of 
tlie favour conferred upon him in my behalf, 
that Mr Pickle is well known to your lord- 
ship, and I should think myself c?xtrem61y 
happy if you could inform me in what part 
of the country fie is to bo found: for the 
person with whom he lodged some time 
ago could give me no intelligence of his 
motions.” 

The iiohleinan, touched with this instance 
of g*‘ncronfc» self-denial in Peregrine, as well 
as with the sensibility of his friend, lamented 
the unhappiness of our hero, while he gave 
Gauntlet to understand that ho had been long 
disordered in his intellects, in •consequence 
of having squandered away hi.s fortune ; and 
that his crc.ditors had thiown him into the 
Elect prison ; but whether he still continued 
in that confinement, or wa.s rcdcased from his 
misfortunes by death, his lordsliip did nut 
know, because he had never inquired. 

Godfrey no sooner received thi.s int iination, 
tlian, liis blood boiling with grief and im- 
patience, he craved pardon for Jiis abrupt 
departure ; then quitting lii.s informer on the 
instant, reimbarkecl in his hackney-coach, 
and ordered himself to be conveyed directly 
to the Fleet. As the vehicle proceeded 
alo.ng one side of the market, ho was sur- 
prised with tlie appearance of Hatchway and 
Pipes, who stood cheapening cauliflowers at 
a green-stall, tiicir heads being cased in 
worsted nightcaps, half covered with tlieir 
•hats, and a short tobacco-pipe in the mouth 
of each. Ho was rejoiced at sight of the 
two seamen, which lie took for a happy 
omen of finding hifc /ri^nid ; and, ordering the 
coacJtman to stop the carriage, called to the 
lieutenant by liis name. Japk, replying with 
an holloa, looked behind liiin, and recognis- 
ing the face of his old acquaintance, ran up 
1o the coach with great eagerness. Shaking 
the captain heartily by the hand, — “Odds 
heart!” said he, “I am glad thou hast fallen 
in with us ; we shall now be able to find the 
trim of the vessel, and lay her about on 
t’other tack. For my own part, I have had 


many a consort in my time, that is, in the 
way of good fellowship, and I always made 
a shift to ware’ein at one time or another, but 
this headstrong toad will neither obey the 
helm nor the sheet ; and, for aught I know, 
will founder whore a lies at anchor.” 

Gauntlet, who conceived part of his mcan- 
ing, alighted immediately ; and bein^ con- 
ducted to the sailor’s lodging, was informed 
of every thing that had passed between the 
lieutenant and Pickle. He, in his turn, com- 
municated to Jack the discovery which he ' 
had made, with regard to his commission; at 
which the other gave no signs of surprise ; 
but, taking the pipe from his mouth, — 
“Why, look ye, captain,” said he, “that's 
not the only good turn you have owed him. 
That same money you receivcil from the 
commodore as an old debt, was all a sham, 
contrived by Pickle for ybur service ; but a 
wool drive under his bare poles without sails 
and rigging, or a mess of provision on board, 
rather than take the same assistance from 
another man.” 

Godfrey was not only amazed, but chagrined 
at the knowledge of tliis anecdote ; which 
g*ave umbrage to his pride, while it stimulated 
his desire of doing something in return for 
the obligation. He inquired into the present 
circumstances of the prisoner; and nnder- 
standing that he was iiid’^posed, and but in- • 
diflerently provided with the common nece.«-‘ 
saries of life, though still di'af to all oflbrs of 
assistance, began to bo extremely concerned 
at the account of Ins sr.\..gc obstinacy and 
pride, which would, lie feared, e.xclnde him 
from the privilege of relieving him in his 
distress. However, he resolved to leave no 
expedient untried, that might have any 
tendency to surnionnt such destructive pro- • 
judice; and entering the jail, was directed to 
the apartment of the wretched prisoner. He 
knocked softly at the door, and when it was 
opened, started back with horror audastonisli- 
ment ; the figure that presented itself to his 
view was life remains of his once happy 
friend; but so miserably altered andcdis- 
guised, that his features were scarce cogrnc- 
ablc. The florid, the sprightly, the gay, the 
elevated youth, was now metamorphosed into 
a wiin, dejected, meagre, squalid spectre ; 
the hollow-eyed representative of distemper, 
indigence, and despair : yet his eyes retained 
a certain ferocity, wliicli threw a dismal 
gleam athw^art the cloudiness of his aspect, 
and he, in silence, viewed his old companion 
with a look betokening confusion and dis- 
dain. As for Gauntlet, he could not, witii- 
out emotion, behold such a woful reverse 
fate, in a person for whom he entertained the 
noblest sentiments of friendship, gratitude, 
and esteem : his sorrow was at first too big 
for utterance, and he shed a flood of tears 
before he could pronounce one word. 

Peregrine, in spile of his misanthropy, 
could not help being affected with this uii- 
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common testimony of regard ; but he strove no vestige of animosity, but considered him 
to stifle his sensations : liis brows contracted in the light of an aflectionate comrade, the 
themselves into a severe frown ; his eyes ties of whose friendship adversity could not 
kindled into the appearance of live coals ; he unbind. He mentioned Sophy in the most 
waved with his hand in signal for Godfrey to respectful terms ; spoke of Emilia with the 
he gone, and leave such a wretch as him to most reverential awe, as the object of his 
the misery of his fate; and, finding nature inviolable love and veneration*; but dis- 
^ too strong to be suppressed, uttered a deep claimed all hope of ever more attracting her 
I groan, and wept aloud. regard, and excused himself from profiting by 

^ The soldier seeing him thus melted, unable Godfrey’s kind intention ; declaring, with a 
^ to restrain the strong impulse of his affec- resolute air, that he had broken oft' all con- 
' tion, sprung forwards, and elapsing him in nexion with mankind, and that ho impatiently 
his arms, — “My dearest friend, and best longed for the hour of his dissolution, which, 
benefactor,” said he, “I am come hither to if it should not soon arrive by the course of 
humble myself for the offence I was so un- nature, he was resolved to liastee with liis 
happy as to give at our last parting ; to beg own hands, rather than be exposed to the 
a reconciliation,’ to thank you for the ease contempt, and more intolerable pity, of a 
and affluence 1 have enjoyed tbrougli your rascally world. 

moans, and to rescue you, in spite of your- Gauntlet argued against this frantic dctcr- 
self, from this melancholy situation, of mination witli all the vehemence of ex- 
which, but an hour ago, I was utterly igno- postulating friendship; but his remonstrances 
rant. Do not deny me the satisfaction of did not produce the desired effect upon our 
acquitting myself in point of duty and obli- desperate hero, who calmly refuted all lus 
gation. You must certainly have hud some arguments, and asserted the rectitude of his 
regard for a person in whose favour you design from the pretended maxims of reason 
have exerted yourself so much ; and if any and true philosophy. 

part of that esteem remains, you will not While this dispute was carried on with 
refuse him an opportunity of approving him- eagerness on one side, and deliberation on 
self in some mijasure worthy of it. Let me the other, a letter was brought to Peregrine, 
not suffer the most mortifying of all repulses, who throw it carelessly aside unopened, 
that of slighted friendship ; but kindly sacri- though the supenseription was in a hand- 
fice your resentment and iiiffexibility to the writing to which he was a, stranger ; and, in 
request of one who is at all times ready to all probability, the contents would never 
sacrifice his life for your honour and advan. have been perused, had not Gauntlet insisted 
tage. If you will not yield to my entreaties, upon liis waving all ceremony, and reading it 
have some regard to the wishes of iny forthwith. Thus solicited. Pickle unsealed 
SopJiy, who laid me under the strongest in- the billot, which, ta his no small surprise, 
junctions to solicit your forgiveness, even contained the following intimation, 
before she knew how much I was indebted to “ Mr P. Picklb — S ir, this conies to inform 

your generosity; or, if that consideration you, that, after many dangers and disappoint- 
should be of no weight, Ihopc you will relax nicnts, I am, by the blessing of God, safely 
a little for the sake of poor Emilia, whose arrived in the Downs, on board of the Gom- 
resentrnent hath been long subdued by her beroon Indiaman, having made a tolerable 
affection, and who now droops in secret at voyage; by which I Jiope I shall be enabled 
your neglect.” to repay, with interest, the seven hundred 

Every word of this address, delivered in pounds which I borrowed of you before my 
the most pathetic manner, made an impress- departure from England. I take ibis oppor- 
ion upon the mind of Peregrine : he was tunity of writing by our purser, who goes 
affected with the submission of his friend, express with dispatches for the Company, 
who, in reality, had given him no just cause that you may have this satisfactory notice as 
to complain. lie knew that no ordinary soon avS possible, relating to one whom I 
motive had swayed him to a condescension suppose you have long given over as lost,t 
so extraordinary in a man of his punctilious I have inclosed it in a letter to ray broker, 
temper; he considered it, therefore, as the who, I hope, knows yotir address, and will 
genuine effect of eager gratitude and dis- forward it accordingly: and I am, with 
interested love, and his heart began to relent respect. Sir, your most humble servant, 
accordingly. When he heard himself con- “Benjamin Chintz.” 

jured in the name of the gentle Sophy, his lie had no sooner taken a cursory view of 
obstinacy was quite overcome ; and when this agreeable epistle, than his coiiiitenance 
Emilia was recalled to his remembrance, his cleared up, and, reaching it to his friend, 
whole frame underwent a violent agitation, with a smile, — “ There,” said he, “is a more 
He took his friend by the hand, with a convincing argument, on your sid<i of the 
softened look ; and, as soon as he recovered question, than all the casuists in the universe 
the faculty of speech, which had been over- can advance.” Gauntlet, wondering at this 
pow'cred in the conflict of passions that observation, took the paper, and casting his 
transport^ him, protested, that he retained | eyes greedily upon the contents, congratulated 

2U 
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him upon tlio receipt of -it, with extravagant | 
demoiiatrations of joy : — “ Not on account of 
the sum,’’ said he, ‘•which, upon my honour, 

I would with pleasure pay three times over 
for your convenience and satisfaction ; but 
^beciiiise it seems to lui\e reconciled you to 
life, and disposed your mind for enjoying the 
comforts of society.” 

The instantaneous effect which this un- 
expected smile of fortune produced in the 
appearance of our adventurer is altogether 
inconceivable ; it plumped up his cheeks in 
a. moment, unben<led and enlightened every 
feature of his face ; elevated his head, which 
had begun to sink, as it were, between his 
shoulders ; and from a squeaking dispirited 
tone, swelled up his voice to a clear manly 
accent. Godfrey, taking advantage of this 
favourable change, began to regale him with 
prospects of future success: lie reminded 
him of his \outh and qualifications, which 
were certaiidy designed for better days than 
those he had as yet scon ; h<? pointed out 
various paths by which lie might arrive at 
wealth and reputation ; he importuned him 
to accept of a sum for his immediate occa- 
sions ; and earnestly begged that he would 
allow him to discharge the debt for which he 
was confined, observing, that Sophy’s fortune 
had enabled him to exhibit that proof of his 
giatitudc, without any detriment to his 
affairs; and protesting that he should not 
believe himself in possession of. Mr Pickle’s 
esteem, unless he was permitted to make 
home such return of good will to the man, 
who had not only raised him from indigence 
and scorn to competence and reputable rank, 
but also empowered him to obtain the pos- 
session of an excellent woman, who had filled 
up the measure of his felicity. 

Peregrine declared him.solf already over- 
paid for all his good ollicos, by the pleasure 
he enjoyed in employing them, and the 
happy*^ effects they had produced in the 
mutual satisfaction of two persons so dear to 
his affection; and assured his friend, that 
one lime or of her he ivould set his con- 
science at case, and remove the scruples of 
his honour, by having recourse to his assist- 
ance ; but at present ho could not make use 
of his friendship, without giving just cause 
of oficnee to lionest Hatchway, who was 
prior to h'ln in |)oint of solicitation, and had 
jiianifj.sted his artachment with surprising 
obstinacy and pi .severance 


CHAPTER CH. 

Peregrine rcroveiles himaelf to the. Heu- 
tenant 1 and renews his connexion with 
society — Divers plans are projected in 
his hehalfy and he has occasion to exhibit 
a remarkable proof of self-denial. 

The captain, with reluctance, yielded the 


pretbrence in this particular to Jack, who was 
immediately invited to a conference, by a 
note subscribed with Pickle's own hand. 
He was found at the prison gate waiting for 
(Jaunt let, to know the issue of his negotia- 
tion. He no sooner received this surnihons, 
than lie set all his sails, and made the best 
of his way to his friend’s apartment ; being 
admitted by tho turnkey, in consequence of 
Peregrine’s request, communicated by the 
messenger who carried the billet. Hpes 
followed close in the wake of his ship-mate ; 
and, in a few minutes after the note had been 
dispatched, Peregrine and Gauntlet heard 
the sound of the stump ascending the wooden 
stair-case witli such velocity, that they at 
first mistook it for the application of drum- 
sticks to the head of an empty barrel. This 
uncommon speed, however, was attended 
with a misfortune ; he chanced to overlook a 
small defect in one of the steps, and his prop 
plunging into a hole, he fell backwards, to 
the imminent danger of his life. Tom was 
luckily at his back, and sustained him in his 
arms, so as that he escaped without any 
other damage than the loss of Ids wooden 
leg, which was snapt in the middle, by the 
weight of his body in falling ; and such was 
his impatience, that he would not give him- 
self the trouble to discMigage the fractured 
member. Uiihucklingthe whole equipage in 
a trice, he left it sticking in the crevice, say- 
ing, a rotten cable was not worth heaving 
up; and, in this natural state of mutilation, 
hopped into tho room with infinite expedi- 
tion. 

Peregrine, taking 1dm cordially by the 
hand, seated him upon one side of his bed ; 
and, after having made an apology for that 
reserve of which he had so justly com- 
plaincHl, asked if ho could conveniently ac- 
commodate him with the loan of twenty 
giuncas ] The lieutenant, without opening 
his mouth, pulled out hi.s purse ; and Pipes, 
who overheard tho demand, applying tho. 
whistle to his lips, performed a loud over- 
ture, in token of his joy. Matters beinglhus 
brought to an accommodation, our hero toW 
the captain, that he should be glad of his 
company at dinner, with their common friend 
Hatchway, if he would in the mean time 
leave him to tlie ministry of Pipes ; and the 
soldier w^ent away for the present, in order 
to pay a short visit to his uncle, who at that 
time languished in a declining state of health, 
promising to return at the appointed hour, 

Tiie lieutenant, having surveyed the dis- 
mal appearance of his friend, could not help 
being moved at the spectacle, and began to 
upbraid him with his obstinate pride, which, 
he swore, was no better than self-murder. 
But the young gentleman interrupted him in 
the course of his moralizing, by telling him 
he had reasons for his conduct, which, per- 
haps, he would impart in due seiison ; but, 
at present, his design Vvas to alter that plan 
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of behaviour, and make himself some amends 
for tlie misery he had undergone. He 
accordingly sent Pipes to redeem his clothes 
from the pawnbroker’s wardrobe, and be. 
speak something comfortable for dinner. 
When Godfrey came back, he was very 
agreeably surprised to see such a favourable 
alteration in his cxterimls; for, by the 
assistance of his valet, he* ad purified him- 
self from the dregs of his distress, and now 
appeared in a decent suit, with clean linen, 
while his face was disencumbered of the 
hair that overshadowed it, and his apartment 
prepared for the reception of company. 

They enjoyed tlicir meal with great satis 
faction, entertaining one Another with a 
recapitulation of their former adventures at 
the garrison. In the afternoon. Gauntlet 
taking his leave, in order to write a letter to 
his sister, at the desire of his uncle, who, 
finding his end appoaching, wanted to sec 
her without loss of time, Pel*egriiio made his 
api>carance on the Bare, and was compli- 
mented on his coming abroad again, not only 
hy his old incssniales, who had not seen 
liim for many weeks, but by a number of 
those objects whom his liberality had fed, 
before his funds were exhausted. Hatchway 
was, by his interest with the warden, put in 
possession of his former (piartcrs, and Pipes 
dispatched to make inquiry about Crabtree at 
his former lodging, where he leariJGd that 
the misanthrope, after a very severe fit of 
illness, was removed to Kensington Gravel- 
})its, for the convenience of breathing a 
purer air than that of London. 

In consequence of this information. Pere- 
grine, who knew the narrowness of the old 
gentleman’s fortune, next day desired his 
friend Gauntlet to take the trouble of visiting 
him in hi.s name with a letter, in which he 
expressed great concern for his indisposi- 
tion, gave him notice of the fortunate in- 
telligence he had received from the Downs, 
and conjured him to make use of his purse, 
if he was in the least hampered in his 
m.^umstanecs. The captain took coach 
immediately, and set out for the place, ac- 
cording to the direction which Pipes had 
procured. 

Cadwallader, having seen him at Bath, 
knew him again at first sight; and, though 
reduced to a skeleton, believed himself in 
such a fiiir way of doing well, that he 
would have accompanied him to the Fleet 
immediately, had he not been restrained by 
liis nurse, who was, by his physician, in- 
vested with full authority to dispute and 
oppose his will in every thing that she 
should think prejudicial to’ his health; for he 
was considered, by those who had the care 
of him, as an old humourist not a little dis- 
tempered in his brain. He inquired par- 
ticularly about the sailors, who, he said, 
had 'deterred him from carrying on his usual 
correspondence, with Pickle, and been the 
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immediate cause of his indisposition, by 
terrifying him into a fever. Understanding 
that the breach between Pickle and I latch- 
way was happily cemciitod, and that he was 
no longer in any danger from the lieutenant’s 
resent ment, ho promised to bo at tlie Fleet 
v/ith the first convenient opportunity ; and, 
in the moan time, wrote an answer to Pere- 
grine’s letter, importing, that ho was obliged 
to him for his offer, but had not the least 
occasion for his assistance. 

In a few days, our adventurer recovered 
his vigour, complexion, and vivacity; he 
mingled again in the diversions and parties 
the place; and he received. In a little 
time, the money he had lent ojion bottomry, 
which, together with the interest, ainoiinled 
to upwards of eleven hundred pounds. The 
possession of this sum, while it buoyed up his 
spirits, involved him in perplexity. Some- 
times he thought it was incumbent on him, 
as a man of honour, to employ tlie greatest 
part of it, ill diminishing the debt for whicli 
be sufiered ; on the other hand, he eoiisidfjri'd 
that obligation effaced, hy the treaehorons 
behaviour of his creditor, who Iiad injured 
him to ten times the value of the snin; and, 
in tjiese sentiments, entertained thoughts of 
attempting his escape from prison, with a 
view of conveying himself, with the shin- 
wreck of his fortune, to another country, in 
which he might use it to butter advantage. 

Both suggestions were attended with such 
doubts aiuF difficulties, that he hesitated 
between them, and for the present laid out 
a thousand pounds in stock, the interest of 
which, together wi^h the; fruits of his own 
industry, he hoped would support him above 
want in liis confinement, until something 
sfiould occur that would point out the cxpetli- 
ency of some other determination. Gaunt- 
let still insisted upon having the honour of 
obtaining his liberty, at the expense of 
taking up his notes to Glcamim, and c.vliort- 
•d him to purchase a cornnii.ssion with jinrt 
of the money which he had retrieved, 'riio 
iLMilenanl affirmed, that it was his privilege 
o procure the release of his cousin Pickle, 
because he enjoyed a very handsome sum 
by his aunt, which of right belonged to the 
young gentleman, to whom ho was, more- 
over, indebted for the use of his furnitun*, 
and for the very house tliat stood over li.s 
head; and that, although he Iiad already 
made a will in his favour, he should never 
be satisfied, nor easy in his mind, so long 
as he remained deprived of his liberty, and 
wanted any of the conveniences of life. 

Cadwallader, who by this time assisted at 
their councils, and was best acquainted witji 
the peculiarity and unbending disposition uf 
the youth, proposed, that, seeing lie was so 
averse to obligations, Mr Hatchway .should 
purchase of him the garrison with its ap- 
pendages, which, at a moderate price, would 
sell for more money than would be sufficient 
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to discbarffc his debts ; that, if the servile 
subordination of the army did not suit his 
inclination, lie might, with his reversion, 
buy a co]rifi)rtabIe annuity, and retire with 
Jjim to I he country, where he might live 
al)so]iit«dy independent, and entertain himself, 
as usual, with the ridiculous characters of 
mankind. 

This plan was to Pickle less disagreeable 
than any other project which as yet had 
been suggested, and the lieutenant declared 
Jiimself ready to execute his part of it with- 
out delay ; but the soldier was mortified at 
the thoughts of seeing liis assistance un- 
necessary, and eagerly objected to the retire- 
ment, as a scheme that would blast the 
fairest promises of fame and fortune, and 
bury his youth and talents in solitude and 
obscurity. This earnest opposition on the 
part of Gauntlet hindered our adventurer 
from forming any immediate resolution, 
w’hicli was also retarded by his unwillingness 
to part with the garrison upon any terms, 
because he looked upon it as part of his 
inheritance, which he could not dispose of 
without committing' an insult upon the 
memory of the deceased commodore. 


ciiAP'i’ER cm. 

lie is engafred in a very extraordinary 
rorresponaencet which is interrupted by 
a very unexpected event. • 

While this attair was in agitation, the 
captain told him, in tlie 90urse of conversa- 
tion, that Emilia was arrived in town, and 
had inquired about Mr Pickle with such an 
eagerness of concern, as seemed to proclaim 
that she was in some measiiro informed of 
his misfortune; ho therefore desired to know 
if lie might be allowed to make her ac- 
quainted with his situation, provided he 
should be again importuned by her on tliat 
subject, wliicli he had at first industriously 
waved. 

This proof, or rather presumption, of her 
sympathising regard, did not fail to operate 
powerfully upon the bosom of Peregrine, 
which was immediately filled with those 
tumults which love, ill stifled, frequently 
e.xcitcs. lie observed, that his disgrace was 
such as could not be effectually concealed ; 
therefore he .saw uo reason for depriving 
himself of Emiha’s cmnpas.sio i; since he was 
for ever excluded from ner affection; and 
desired Godfrey to present to his sister the 
lowly respect of a despairing lover. 

^ But, notwithstanding his declaration of 
despondence on this head, his imagination 
involuntarily teemed with more agreeable 
ideas: the proposal of Crabtree had taken 
root in his reflection, and he could not help 
forming plans of pastoral felicity in the 
arms of the lovely Emilia, remote from 


those pompous scenes which he now detested 
and despised. He amused his fancy, witli 
the prospect of being able to support her in 
a state of independency, by means of the 
slender annuity wliich it was in his power to 
purchase, together with tlic fruits of those 
endeavours w'liich would profitably employ 
his vacant hour^ and foresaw provision for 
his growing fanmy in the friendship of the 
lieutenant, wdio had already constituted him 
his heir. He even parcelled out his hours 
among the necessary cares of the world, the 
pleasures of domestic bliss, and the enjoy- 
ment of a country life ; and spent the night 
in ideal parties witli his charming bride, 
sometimes walking by the sedgy bank 
of some transparent stream, sometimes 
pnming the luxuriant vine, and soinctimew 
Sitting in social converse with her in a shady 
grove of his own planting. 

Those, however, were no more than the 
shadowy phantoms of imagination, which, 
he well knew, would never bo realized ; not 
that he believed such happiness unattainable 
b}' a person in his circumstances, but be- 
cause lie Would not stoop to propose a 
scheme whicli might, in any shape, seem 
to interfere with the interest of Emilia, or 
subject himself to a repulse from that young 
lady, who had rejected his addresses in tin: 
zenith of his fortune. 

While he diverted liiinself with these 
agreeable reveries, an unexpected event i.j- 
tervened, in whicli she and her brother were 
deeply interested. The uncle was tapped 
for the dropsy, and died in a few days after 
the operation, liaving bequeathed, in liis will, 
five thousand pounds to his nephew, and 
twice that sum to his niece, who had always 
enjoyed the greatest share of his favour. 

If our adventurer, before this occurrence, 
looked upon his love of Emilia as a passion 
which it was necessary at any rate to con- 
quer or suppress, he now considered her 
accession of fortune as a circumstance which 
confirmed that necessity, and resolved to 
discourage every thought on that Hubj#ict 
which should tend to the propagation of hope. 
One day, in the midst of a conversation 
calculated for the purpose, Godfrey put into 
his hand a letter directed to Mr Pickle, in 
the handwriting of Emilia, which the youth 
no sooner recognised, than his cheeks were 
covered with a crimson dye, and he began to 
tremble wutli violent agitation ; for he at onre 
guessed tlie import of the billet, which he 
kissed vvith great reverence and devotion, 
and was not at all surprised when he read 
the following words : — 

“ Sir — I have perfonned a sufflcicht 
sacrifice to my reputation, in retaining 
hitherto the appearance of that resentment 
which I had long ago dismissed ; and as the 
late favourable change in my situation empow- 
ers me to avow my genuine sentiments, 
I without fear of censure, or suspicion- of mer- 
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ceniiry design, I take this opportunity 
to assure you, that, if I still maintain that 
place ill your heart which I was vain enough 
to think I once possessed, I am willing to make 
the first advances to an accommodation, and 
have actually furnished my brother with full 
powers to conclude it in the name of your 
appeased Emilia.” 

Pickle having kissed the subscription with 
great ardour, fml upon his knees, and lifting 
up his eyes,. — “ Tliank heaven !” cried he, 
with an air of transport, “ I have not been 
mistaken in my opinion of that generous 
maid. I believed her inspired with the most 
dignified and heroic sentiments, and now 
she gives me a convincing proof of horj 
magnanimity : it is now my business to ap> j 
prove myself worthy of her regard. May 
heaven inflict upon me tlie keenest arrows of 
its vengeance,, if I do not, at this instant, 
contemplate the character of Emilia with 
the most perfect love and adoration; yet, 
amiable and enchanting as she is, I am more 
than ever determined to sacrifice the interest 
of my passion to my glory, though my life 
should fail in the contest; and even to refuse 
an offer, which, otlierwisc, the whole universe 
should not bribe me to forego.” 

This declaration was not so unexpected as 
unwelcome to his friend Gauntlet, who re- 
presented that his glory was not at all inter- 
ested in the aftair; because he had already 
vindicated his generosity in repeated proffers 
to lay his whole fortune at Emilia’s feet, 
when it w’as impossible that any thing selfish 
could enter into the proposal; but that, in 
rejecting her present purpose, he would give 
tlie world an opportunity to say, that his 
pride was capricious, his obstinacy invinci- 
'ble, and his sister would have undeniable 
reason to believe, that either his passion for 
her was dissembled, or the ardour of it con- 
siderably abated. 

In answer to these remonstrances, Pickle 
observed, that he had long set the world at 
defiance, and as to the opinion of Emilia, he 
did Hot doubt that she would applaud in her 
heart the resplution hp had taken, and do 
justice to the purity of liis intention. 

It was not an easy task to divert our hero 
from his designs at any time of life : but, 
since his confinement, his inflexibility was 
become almost insurmountable. The cap- 
tain, therefore, after having discharged his 
conscience, in assuring him that his sister’s 
happiness was at stake, that his mother had 
approved of the step slie had taken, and that 
he himself should be extremely mortified at 
his refusal, forbore to press him with further 
argument, which served only to rivet him 
the more strongly in his own opinion; and 
undertook to deliver this answer to Emilia’s 
letter: — 

« Madam — ^I’hat I revere the dignity of 
y^our virtue with tl^e utmost veneration, and 
love you' infinitely more than life* I am at 


all times ready to demonstrate ; but the 
sacrifice to honour, it is now my turn to pay * 
and such is the rigour of my destiny, that in 
order to justify your generosity, I must refuse 
to profit by your condescension. Madam, I 
am doomed to be for ever wretched ; and to 
sigh without ceasing, for the possession of 
that jewel, which, tnougli now in my oflbr, I 
dare not enjoy. I shall not protend to 
express the anguish that tears my heart, 
whilst I communicate this fatal rcnunciatiouii 
but appeal to tjio delicacy of your own 
sentiments, which can judge of my sufler- 
ings, and will, doubtless, do justice to the 
self-denial of your forlorn P. Pickle.” 

Emilia, who knew the nicety of our hero’p 
pride, had foreseen the purport of this 
epistle before it came to her hands : she did 
not therefore despair of success, nor desist 
from the prosecution of her plan, which was 
no other than that of securing her own hap- 
piness, in espousing the man upon whom 
she had fixed her unalterable aflection. 
Confident of his honour, and fully satisfied 
of the mutual passion with which they wen^ 
inspired, she gradually decoyed him into a 
literary correspondence, wherein she at- 
tempted to refute the arguments on which he 
grounded his refusal; and, virithout doubt, 
the young gentleman was not a little pleaseil 
with the enjoyment of such deUghtful com- 
merce, in the course t>f which he had, mori» 
than ever, an opportunity of admiring the 
poignancy of* her wit, and the elegance of 
her understanding. 

The contemplation of such excellency, 
while it strengthened thC' chains with which 
she held him enslaved, added emulation to 
the other motives that induced him to main- 
tain the- dispute; and much subtlety of 
reasoning was expended upon botli sides of 
this very particular question, without any 
prospect of conviction on either part ; till at 
last she began to despair of making him a 
proselyte to her opinion by dint of argument ; 
and resolved for the future to apply herself 
chiefly to the irresistible preposse^ions of 
his love, which were not at all diminished or 
impaired by the essays of her pen. With 
this view' she proposed a conference, pre- 
tending that it was impossible to convey ail 
her reflections upon this subject, in a series 
of short letters ; and Godfrey undertook to 
bail him for tlie day ; but, conscious of her 
pow'er, he wrould not trust himself in her 
presence, though his heart throbbed with all 
the eagerness of desire to see her fair eyes 
disrobed of that resentment which they had 
worn so long, and to enjoy the ravishing 
sweets of a fond reconciliation. 

Nature could not have held out a^inst 
such powerful attacks, had not the pride and 
caprice of his disposition been gratified to 
the full in the triumph o£his resistance ; he 
looked upon the contest as altogether original, 
and persevered with obstinacy, because he 
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thought himself sure of favourable terms, in which the fair Emilia was principally con- 
whcncver he should bo disposed to capitulate, cerned, and hearing this strange preamble, 
Perhaps he might have overshot himself, in the sat up in his bed, and unsealed the letter, in 
course of his perseverance : a young lady of a state of mortification and disgust : but what 
Emilia’s fortune and attractions, could not were the emotions of his soul, when he read 
fail to find herself surrounded by temptations, the Ibllowiiig intimation ! 
which few women can resist. She might “ Dear Brother-*— It hath pleased God. 
have misinterpreted the meaning of some to take your father suddenly off by a fit ot 
paragraph, or taken umbrage at an unguarded apoplexy, and as he has died intestate, I give 
expression in one of Peregrine’s letters : you this notice, that you may, with all speed, 
flic might have been tired out by his ob- come down and take possession of your 
stinatc peculiarity, or, at the long-run, con- right, in despite of Mr Gam and his mother, 
strued it into madness, slight, or indifTerence ; who, you may be sure, do not sit easy under 
or, rather than waste her prime in fruitless this unexpected dispensation of providence, 
endeavours to subdue the pride of a head- I have, by virtue of being a justice of the 
strong humout-ist, she might have listened to peace, taken such precautions as I thought 
the voice of some admirer fraught with quali- necessary for your advantage ; and the 
fications sutficient to engage her esteem and funeral shall be deferred until your pleasure 
affection. But all these possibilities wore be known. Vour sister, though sincerely 
providentially prevented by an accident aiflicted by her father’s fate, submits to the 
attended with more important consequences will of Heaven with laudable resignation, 
than an V we have hitherto recounted. and begs you will set out for this place 

Earl}* one morning Pipes was disturbed without delay; in wliich request she is 
by the arrival of a messenger, who had been joined by, sir, your affectionate brother, and 
sent express from the country by Mr Clover, humble servant, Chartres Clover.” 
with a packet for the lieutenant, and arrived in Peregrine at first looked upon this epistle 
town over night ; but as he was obliged to as a mere illusion of the brain, and a con- 
have recourse to the information of Jack’s tinuation of the reverie in which he had 
correspondent in the city, “ touching the been engaged. He read it ten times over, 
place of his abode, before lie demanded without being persuaded that he was actually 
entrance at the Fleet, the gate was shut ; awake : he rubbed his eyes, and shook his . 
nor would the turnkeys admit him, although head< in order to shake off the drowsy 
he told them that he was charged with a mpours that surrounded him : he hemmed 
message of the utmost conseqiience ; so that thrice with groat vociferation, snapped his 
he was fain to tarry till day-break, when he, fingers, tweaked his nose, started up from 
at his earnest solicitation, was allowed to his bed, and, opening the casement, took 
enter. . a survey of the well-known objects that 

Hatchway, opening the packet, found a appeared on each side of his habitation, 
letter inclosed for Peregrine, with an earnest Every thing seemed congruous and coiinect- 
xequest that he should forward it to the ed, and he said within himself, — “ Sure this is^ 
hands of that young gentleman with all poss- the most distinct dream that ever sleep pro- 
ible dispatch" Jack, who could not dive duced.” Then he had recourse again to the 
into the meaning of this extraordinary injunc- paper, which he carefully perused, without 
tion, began to imagine that Mrs Clover lay finding any variation from his first notion of . 
at the point of death, and w’anted to take the contents. 

her last farewell of her brother : and this Hatchway seeing all his cxtra.vagance3 of^ 
conceit worked so strongly upon his imagi- action, accompanied with a wild star«' of 
nation, that, while he huddled on his clothes, distraction, began to believe that his head 
and made the best of his way to the apart- was at length fairly turned, and was really 
rnent of our hero, he could not help cursing, meditating roeans for securing his person, 
within himself, the follv of the husband, in when Pickle, in a tone of surprise, ex- 
sanding such disagreeable messages to a man claimed, — *‘Goo.d God, am I or am I not 
of Peregrine’s impatient temper, already awake?” “Why, look ye', cousin Pickle,” 
sourc'd b;y' hi own uneasy situation. replied, the lieutenant, “that is a question 

This refioetion would have induced him to !which the deep sea-line of my understanding 
suppress the letter, had not he been afraid is not long enough to sound ; but howsom- 
to tamper with tlie ticklisli disposition of ever,tho’f i can’t trust to the observation I 
his friend, to whom, while ho delivered have taken, it shall go hard but I will fall upon 
it, — “ As for my own part,” said he, “ mayhap a way to guess whereabouts we are.*^ So 
1 may have as much natural affection as saying, he lifted up a pitcher full of eold 
another ; but, when my spouse parted, I water, that stood behind the outward door, 
bore ray misfortune like a British man and a and discharged it in Uio fhee of Peregrine 
Christian: for why? he’s no better than a without ceremony or hesitation, 
fresh-water sailor, who knows not how to This remedy produced the desired effect ; 
stem the current of mischance.” unpalatable as it. was, the young gentleman 

, Pickle being waked from a pleasant dream, no. sooner recovered his breath, which was 
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endangered by such a sudden application, 
than he thanked his friend Jack lor the 
seasonable operation he had performed. 
Having no longer any just reason to doubt 
the reality of what appeared so convincingly 
to his senses, ho shifted himself on the 
instant, not without hurry and trepidation ; 
and, putting on his morning dress, sallied 
forth to the Bare, in order to deliberate with 
himself on the important intelligence he had 
received. 

Hatchway, not yet fully convinced of his 
sanity, and curious to know the purport of 
the letter which had affected him in such an' 
extraordinary manner, carefully attended his 
footsteps in tins excursion, in nope of being 
favoured with his confidence, in the course 
of their perambulation. Our hero no sooner 
appeared at the street-door, than he was 
saluted by the messenger, who having posted 
himself in the way for that purpose, — “ God 
bless your noble honour, Squire Pickle,” 
cried he, “and give you joy of succeeding 
to your father’s estate.” These words had 
scarce proceeded from his mouth, when the 
lieutenant, hopping eagerly towards the 
countryman, squeezed his hand with great 
affection, and asked if the old gentleman had 
actually taken his departure 1 “Aye, Master 
Hatchway,” replied the other, “in such a 
w^oundy naste, that he forgot to make a 
will.” ** Body of me !” exclaimed the sea- 
man, “ these are the best tidings I have ever 
heard since I first went to sea. Here, my 
lad, take my purse, and stow thyself chokp- 
fiiU of the beat liquor in the land,” So say- 
ing, he tipped the peasant with ten pieces, 
and immediately the whole place echoed 
with the sound of Tom’s instrument. Pere- 
grine, repairing to the walk, communicated 
the billet to his honest friend, who, at his 
desire, went forthwith to the lodgings of 
Captain Gauntlet, and returned in less than 
half an hour with that ffentleman, who, I 
need not say, was heartily rejoiced at the 
occasion. 


CHAPTER CIV. 

Peregrine holds a consultation with his 
friends, in consequSice of which he bids 
adieu to the Fleet, He arrives at his 
father's house, and asserts his right of 
inheritance. 

Nob did our hero keep the misanthrope in 
ignorance of this happy turn pf fortune:! 
Pipes was dispatched to the senior, with a 
message requi^ting his immediate presence; 
and he accordingly appeared, in obedience to 
the summons, growling with discontent for 
having been deprived of several hours of his 
naturm rest. His mouth was immediately 
stopped with the letter, at. which he smiled 
horrible' a ghastly grin ; and, after a com- 


pliment of gratulation, they entered into 
close divan, about the measures to be taken 
in consequence of this event. 

There was no room for much debate; it 
was unanimously agreed that I’ickJe slioiiJd 
set out with all possible dispatch for tlic 
garrison, to which Gauntlet and Hatchway 
resolved to attend him. Pipes was accord- 
ingly ordered to prepare a couple of post- 
chaises, while Godfrey w^ent to procure bail 
for his friend, and provide them with money 
for the expense of the expedition ; but not 
before he was desired by Peregrine to conceal 
this piece of news from his sister, that our 
outh might have an opportunity to surprise 
er in a more interesting manner afler he 
should have settled his affairs. 

All these previous steps being taken, in 
less than an hour our hero took his leave of 
the Fleet, after he had left twenty guineas 
with the warden for the relief of the poor 
pVisoners, a great number of whom convoyed 
him to tlie gate, pouring forth prayers for his 
long litc and prosperity ; and he took tlie 
road to the garrison, in the most elevated 
transports of joy, unalloyed with the least 
mixture of grief at the death of a panmi 
whose paternal tenderness ho had never 
known. His breast was absolutely a stranger 
to that boasted or instinct of aflec- 

tion, by which the charities arc supposed to 
subsist. 

Of all the journeys he had ever made, 
this, sure, wits the most delightful ; he felt all 
the ecstasy that must naturally be produced 
in a young man of his imagination, from 
such a sudden transition in point of circum- 
I stances ; he found himself delivered from 
confinement and disgrace, without being 
obliged to any person upon earth for his de- 
liverance ; he had it now in his power to 
retort the contempt of the world in a manner 
suited to his most sanguine wish; he was 
reconciled to his friend, and enabled to 
gratify his love, even upon his own terms ; 
and saw himself in possession of a fortune 
more ample than his first inheritance, with a 
stock of experience that would steer him 
clear of all those' quicksands among which 
he had been formerly wrecked. 

In the middle of their journey, while tiiey 
halted at ap inn for a short refreshment and 
change of horses, a postilion running up to 
Peregrine in the yard, fell at his feet, clasped 
his knees with great eagerness and agitation, 
and presented to him the individual face of 
his old valet-de-chambre. The youth per- 
[ ceiving him in such an abject garb and atti- 
tude, commanded him to rise and tell the 
cause of such a miserable reverse in his 
ft>rtunc. Upon which Hadgi gave him to 
understand, that ho had been ruined by his 
wife, who, having robbed him of all his cash 
and valuable cfects, had eloped from .his 
house with one of his own customers, who 
appeared in the character of a French count. 
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but was in reality no other than an Italian 
fiddler ; that, in consequence of this retreat, 
he (the husband) was disabled from payings a 
considerable sum which he had set apart tor 
Ills wiue-mcrchant, who, being disappointed 
ni his expectation, took out an execution 
against his effects : and the rest of his cre- 
ditors following his example, hunted him out 
of house and home: so that, finding his 
person in danger at London, he had been 
obliged to escape into the country, shulking 
about from one village to another, till, being 
quite destitute of all support, he had under- 
taken hib present office, to save himself from 
starving. 

Peregrine listened with compassion to his 
lamentable tale, which too well accounted 
for his not appearing in the Fleet, with offers 
of servico to his master in distress : a cir- 
cumstance that Pickle had all along imputed 
to his avarice and ingratitude. He assured 
him, that, as he had been the means df 
throwing in his way the temptation to which 
he fell a sacrifice, he would charge himself 
with the retrieval of his affairs ; in the mean 
time, he made him taste of his bounty, and 
desired him to continue in his present em- 
ployment until he should return from the 
garrison, when he would consider his situa- 
tion, and do something for his immediate 
relief. 

Hadgi attempted to kiss his shoe, and 
wept, or affected to weep, with sensibility, at 
this gracious reception ; he dven made a 
merit of his unwillingness to exercise his new 
occupation, and earnestly begged that he 
might be allowed to gi\c immediate attend- 
ance upon his dear master, from whom he 
could not bear the thoughts of a second 
parting. His entreaties were reinforced by 
the intercession of his two friends, in con- 
sequence of which the Swiss was permitted 
to follow them at his own leisure, while they 
f’ct forwards, after a slight repast, and 
reached the place of their destination before 
ten o'clock at night. 

Peregrine, instead of alighting at the gar- 
rison, rode straightway to his father's house ; 
and no person appearing td receive him, not 
even a servant to take care of his chaise, he 
dismounted without assistance. Being fol- 
lowed by his two friends, he advanced into 
the hall, where perceiving a bell-rope, he 
made immediate application to it, in such a 
manner as hr. aght a couple of footmen into 
bis presence. After' having reprimanded 
them with a stern look, for their neglect in 
point of attendance, he commanded them to 
show him into an apartment ; and as they 
seemed unwilling to yield obedience to his 
orders, asked if they did not belong to the 
family ? 

One of theiti, who took upon himself the 
office of spokesman, replied with a sullen air, 
that they had been in the service of old Mr 
Pickle* and now that he was dead, thought 


themselves bound to obey nobody but their 
lady, and iier son Mr Gamaliel. This decla- 
ration had scarce proceeded from hie mouth; 
when our hero gave them to understand, that 
since they were not disposed to own any 
other master, th^ must change their quarters 
immediately. He ordered them to decamp 
without further preparation ; and as they still 
continued restive, they were kicked out of 
doors by the captain and his friend Hatch- 
way. Squire Gam, who overheard every 
thing that had passed, and was now more 
than ever inflamed with that rancour which 
he had sucked witli his mother’s milk, flew to 
the assistance of his adherents, with a pistol 
in each hand, bellowing thicoes! thieves! 
with great vociferation, as if he had mistaken 
the business of the strangers, and actually 
believed himself in danger of being robbed. 
Under this pretence he discharged a piece 
at his brother, who luckily escaped the sliot, 
closed with him in a moment, and wresting 
the other pistol from his gripe, turned him 
out into the court-yard, to the consolation of 
his two dependents. 

By this time, Pipes and his two postilions 
had taken possession of the stables, without 
being opposed by the coachman and his depu- 
ty, wlio quietly submitted to the authority 
of their new sovereign : hut the noise of the 
pistol had alarmed Mrs Pickle, who, running 
down .stairs, with the most frantic appear- 
ance, attended by two maids and the curate, 
who still maintained his place of chaplain 
and ghostly director m the family, would 
have assaulted our Jicro with her nails, had 
not she been restrained by her attendants. 
Though they prevented her from using her 
hands, they could not hinder her from exer- 
cising her tongue, which she wagged against 
him with all the virulence of malice. She 
asked if he was come to butcher his brother, 
to insult his father's corpse, and to triumph 
in her affliction 1 She bestowed upon him 
the epithets of spendthrift, jail-bird, and un- 
natural Tufflan ; she begged pardon of God 
for having brought such a monster into . f he 
world, accused him of having brought his 
father’s grey hairs with sorrow to the grave ; 
and afflrnlea, that, were ho to touch the body, 
it would \Aeed at his ^proach. 

Without pretending to refute the arti- 
cles of this ridiculous charge, lie allowed her 
to ring out her alarm; and then calmly re- 
plied, that if she did not quietly retire to her 
chamber, and behave as became a^peraon in 
her present situation, he should insist upon 
her removing to another lodging iVithout fle- 
lay ; for he was determined to be master in 
his own fkmUy. The lady, who, in all proba- 
bility expected that he would endeavour to 
appease her with all the tenderness of filiiU 
submission, w^ so much exasperated at his 
cavalier behaviour, that her constitution could 
not support the transports of her spirits; 
and she was carried off by her women in a 
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fit, while the officious clergyman was dis- 
missed after his pupil, with all the circum- 
stances of disgrace. 

Our hero diaving thus made his quarters 
good, took possession of the best apartment 
in the house, and sent notice of his arrival 
to Mr Clover, who, with his wife, visited 
him in Jess than an hour, and was not a little 
surprised to find him so suddenly settled in 
his father's house. The meeting of Julia 
and her brother was extremely pathetic. 
She had always loved him with uncommon 
tenderness, and looked upon him as the or- 
nament of her family ; but she had heard of 
his extravagances with regret; and though 
she considered the stories that were circu- 
lated at his expense as the malicious exag- 
gerations of his mother and her darling son, 
her apprehension had been grievously alarmed 
by an account of his imprisonment and dis- 
tress, which liad been accidentally conveyed 
to that country by a gentleman from London, 
who had been formerly of his acquaintance ; 
Khe could not, therefore, without the most 
tender emotions of joy, see him, as it were, re- 
stored to his rightful inheritance, and re-estab- 
lished in that station of life which she thought 
lie could fill with dignity and importance. 

After their mutual expressions of affection, 
she retired to her inotlier’s chamber, with a 
view tojnake a second offer of her service and 
attendance, which had been already rejected 
with scorn since her father’^ death ; while 
Peregrine consulted his brother-in-law about 
the affairs of the family, so far as they had 
iiillen within his cognisance and observation. 

Mr Clover told him, that, though he was 
never favoured with the confidence of the 
defunct, he knew some of his intimates, who 
had been tampered with by Mrs Pickle, and 
even engaged to second the remonstrances 
by which she had often endeavoured to per- 
suade her husband to settle his affairs by a 
formal will; but that he had fi*om time to 
time evaded their importunities withsurpris- 
ing^xcuses of procrastination, that plainly 
appfiitred to be the result of invention and 
design, far above the supposed pitch of his 
capacity ; a circumstance from which Mr 
Clover concluded, that the old gentleman 
imagined his life would not have been secure, 
liad lie once taken such a step as would have 
rendered it qnnecessary to the independence 
of his second son. He moreover observed,' 
that, in consequence of this* information, he 
no sooner heard of Mr Pickle's death, whick 
happened at the club, than lie went directly 
with a lawyer to his house, before any cabal or 
conspiracy could be formed against the rightfiil 
heir ; and, in presence of witnesses provided 
for tbei purpose, sealed up all die papers of 
the deceased, after the widow had, in the firvt 
transports of her sorrow and vexation, fairly 
owned that her husband had died intestate. 

Peregrine was extremely well satisfied at 
this intelligence, by which all his doiibts were 
'2 V ' 


I dispelled ; and having cheerfully supped with 
his friends on a cold collation, which his 
brother-in-law had brought in liis chariot, 
they retired to re^ in different chambers, 
after Julia had met with another repulse 
from her capricious mother, whose overflow- 
ing rage had now subsided into the former 
channel of calm inveteracy. 

Next morning the house was supplied with 
some servants from the garrison, and prepa- 
rations were made for the funeral of the de- 
ceased. Gam having taken lodgings in tlie 
neighbourhood, came with u chaise and cart 
to demand his mother, together with his own 
clothes, and her personal effects. 

Our hero, though he would not suffer him 
to enter the door, allowed his proposal to 
communicated to the widow, wlio eagerly 
embraced the opportunity of removing, and 
was, with her own baggage, and that of her be- 
loved son, conveyed to the pLacc wJiich ho had 
prepared for her reception. Thitlier .she was 
followed by her woman, who was desired by 
Peregrine to assure her mistress, that until a 
regular provision could be setfl(?d upon her 
she might command him in point of money, or 
any other accommodation in his power. 


CHAPTER CV. 

He performs the last offices to his father 
and returns to Lo?idoti %ipon d very inter- 
esting iksign. 

Suits 6f mourning being provided for him- 
self, his friends, and adherents, and every 
other .previous measure taken suitable to the 
occa.sion, Jiis father was interred in a private 
manner, in the parish church ; and his papers 
being examined, in presence of many persons 
of honour and integrity, invited ‘for that 
purpose, no will w^a.s found, or any other 
deed, in favour of the second son, though it 
appeared, by the marriage settlement, tiiat 
the widow was entitled to a jointure of five 
hundred pounds a-year. Tlie rest of the 
papers consisted of East-Tndia bonds, South 
Sea annuities, mortgages, notes, and assign- 
ments, to the ninourit of fourscore thousand 
seven hundred and sixty pounds, exclusive 
of the house, plate, and furniture, horse.-, 
equipage, and cattle, and the garden and 
park adjacent, to a very considerable extent. 

This was a sum that even exceeded ids 
.expectation, and ‘ could not fail to entertain 
his fanev with the most agreeable Ideas. 
He foimj himself immediately a man of vast 
consequence among his country neighbours, 
who visited him with compliments of congrat- 
ulation, and treated him with such respect 
os would have effectually spoiled any young 
man of his disposition, who had not the same 
advantages of experience as he had already 
purchased at a very extravagant price. Tims 
shielded with caution, he bore his.prosperity 
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with Burprisingr temperance ; every body was man’s halloo, in a voice that sounded like 
cho.rined with his affability and moderation, a French horn, clapping spurs to Sorrel at 
When he made a circuit round the gentle- the same time, in order to keep up with the 
men of the district, in order to repay the pace of the machines, 
courtesy wiiich he owed, he was caressed Peregrine, who was animated with an un- 
by thorn with uncommon assiduity, and advis- common flow of spirits, ordered' his postilion 
cd to offer himselfas a candidate for the county to proceed more softly; and entered into 
at the next election, which, they supposed, conversation with the stranger, touching the 
would soon happen, because the present make and mottle of his horse, upon which he 
member was in a declining state of health, descanted with so much learning, that the 
Nor did his person and a^ress escape un- squire was astonished at his knowledge, 
heeded by the ladies, many of whom did not When they approached his habitation, no 
scruple to spread their attractions before him, invited the young gentleman and his compa- 
with a view of captivating such a valuable ny to halt, and drink a bottle of liis ale ; and 
prize ; nay, such an impression did this leg* was so pressing in his solicitation, that they, 
acy make upon a certain peer, who resided complied with his request. He accordingly 
in this part of the country, that he cultivated conducted them through a spacious avenue, 
Pickle’s acquaintance with great eagerness, that extended as far as the liigh way, to the 
and, without circumlocution, offered to him gate of a large chateau, of a most noble and 
in marriage liis only daughter, with a very venerable appearance, wliigli induced them 
considerable fortune. to alight and view the apartments, contrary 

. Oar hero expressed himself upon this oc- to their first intention of drinking a glass of 
casion as became a man of honour, sensibility his October at tlic door, 
and politeness ; and frankly gave his lordship The rooms were every way suitable te the 
to understand, that his heart was already magnificence of the outside, and our hero im- 
engaged. He was pleased with the opportu- agiiicd they had made a tour through the 
nity of making such a sacrifice to his passion whole swoop, when the landlord gave him 
for Emilia, which, by this time, inflamed his to understand, that they had not. yet seen 
thoughts to such a degree of impatience, that the best apartment of the house, and imine- 
he resolved to depart for London with all diately led them into a spacious dining-room, 
possible speed ; and for that purpose indus- which Peregrine did not enter without giving 
triously employed almost every hour of his manifest signs of uncommon astonishment, 
time in regulating his domestic affairs. He The pannels all round were covered willi 
paid off all his father’s servants, and hired portraits at full length by Vandyke ; and not 
others, at the recommendation of his sister, one of them appeared without a ridiculous 
who promised to superintend his household in tie periwig, in the stylo of those that usually 
his absence ; he advanced the first half-yearly hang over the shops of twopenny barbers, 
payment of his mother’s jointure; and as for The strait boots in which the figures had 
his brother Gam, he gave him divers oppor- been originally painted, and the other cir- 
tunities of acknowledging his faults, so as that cumstaiices pf attitude and drapery, so incon- 
he might have answered to his own con- sistent with this monstrous furniture of the 
science for taking any step in his favour ; head, exhibited such a ludicrous appetirance, ' 
hut that young gentleman was not yet suffi- that Pickle’s wonder in a little time gave 
oiently humbled by misfortune, and not only way to his mirth, and he was seized with a 
forbore to make any overtures of peace, but violent fit of laughter, which had well nigh 
also took all occasions to slander the conduct, deprived him of his breath. « . 

and revile the person, of our hero, being in The squire, half pleased and half offended 
this practice comforted and abetted by liis at this expression of ridicule, — “ I know,” 
righteous mamma. - said he, ** what makes you laugh so wofully : 

Every thing being thus settled for the pres- you think it strange to zee my vorefathers 
ent, the triumvirate set out on their return booted and spurred, with huge three-tailed 
to town, in the same manner with that in periwigs on their pates. The truth of the ‘ 
wliich they had arrived in the country, ex- .matter is this ; I could not abide to zee the 
cept in this small variation, that Hatchway’s pictures of my vamily with a parcel pf .loose . 
chaise cijiupa.iiou wac now the valeUde- hair hanging about their eyes, like zo many 
chambro refitted, instead of Pipes, who, with eolts; and* 20 I employed a paipter fellow 
another lacquey, attended tliem on horseback, from Lumlon to clap decent periwigs upon 
When they had .performed two- thirds of their their skulls, at the rate of five shillings a-head, 
'V-^ay to London, they chanced to overtake a qnd offered him three shillings a-piece to; 
country squire, on his reVum from a visit to furnish each with ,a handsome pair of shoes 
one of his iieighboiire, who had entertained and stockings: hut the rascal, thinking L 
him with supli hospitality, that, as the lieu- must have ’em done at any price after their 
tenant observed, he rolled himself almost heads were covered, haggled with me for 
gunwale to every motion of his horse, which vour shillings a picture; and zo, rather, than 
was a fine hunter; and when the chaises be imposed upon, I turned him off, and shall ' 
pasked him at full speed, he set up the sports- let ’em stand as they arCf tilL some more 
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reasonable brother of the brush conies round 
the country.” . 

Pickle commended his resolution, though, 
m his heart, he blessed himself from such a 
barbarous Goth; and, after they had des- 
patclied tivo or three bottles of his beer, they 
proceeded on their journey, and arrived in 
town about eleven at night. 


CHAPTER THE LAST. 

He enjoys an interview with Emilia^ and 
makes himself ample amends for all the 
j mortifications of his life. 

Godfrey, who had taken leave of his sister, 
on pretence of making a short excursion with 
Peregrine, whose health required the enjoy, 
ment of fresh air, after his long confinement, 
sent a message to her that same night, an- 
nouncing his arrival, and giving her notice 
that he would breakfast with her next morn, 
mg; when he, and our hero, who had dress, 
cd himself for the purpose, taking a hackney, 
coach, repaired to her lodging, and were 
introduced into a parlour adjoining that m 
which the tea-table was set. Here they had 
not waited many minutes when they heard 
the sound of feet coming down stairs ; upon 
which our iiero’s heart began to beat the 
alarm.- He concealed himself behind the 
screen, by the direction of his friend, whose 
ears being saluted with Sophy’s voice from the 
next room, he flow into it with great ardour, 
and enjoyed upon her lips the sweet trans- 
ports of a meeting so unexpected ; tor he had 
left her ui her father’s houhe at Windsor. 

Amidst these emotions, he had almost for- 
got the situation of IVregriiic ; when Emilia, 
assuming her enchanting air, — “ Is not this,” 
Said she, ** a most provoking scene to a young 
woman like me, who am doomed to wear the 
Willow, by the strange caprice of my lover? 
Upon my word, brother, you have done mo 
infinite prejudice, in promoting tins jaunt 
witil my obstinate correspondent ; who, I 
suppose, is so ravished with this transient 
glimpse of liberty, that he will never be per- 
suaded to incur unnecessaiy confjneinent 
the ftiture.” My dear sister,” replied the 
captain tauntingly, your own pride set him 
the exatnple ; so you must e’en stand to the 
consequence of his imitation.” “ ’Tis a hard 
case, however,” answered the fair offender, 
that 1 should suffer all my life by one venial 
trespass. Heigh ho! who would imagine 
that a sprightly girl, such as I, with ten 
thousand pounde, should go a-begging? I 
have a good mind to many the next person 
thaiasl^s me the question, m order to be re. 
vengoil upon this unyielding humourist. Did 
the dear fellow discover no inclination to see 
ihe,r in all the term of his releascment 1 Well, 
if ever 1 pan catch the fugitive again, he shall 
skpg in his cage iof life.” 


It is impossible to convey to the reader a 
just idea of Peregrine’s 'transports, while he 
overheard this declaration; which was no 
sooner pronounced; llian, unable to resist the 
iinpetuosity of his passion, he sprung front 
his lurking place, exclaiming, — *^iIcro 1 sur- 
render,” and rushing into her presence, was 
so dazzled with her beauty, that his speech, 
failed : ho was fixed like a statue to the 
floor ; and all his faculties were absorbed in 
admiration. Indeed she was now in tlic full 
bloom of her charms, and it was nearly im- 
possible to look upon her without emotion. 
What then must liave been the ecstasy of 
our youth, whose passion was whetted with 
all the incitements which could stimulate tlie 
human heart ! The ladies screamed with sur- 
pnse at his appearance, and Emilia under- 
went such agitation as ftiished every charm 
with irresistible energy ; her cheeks glowed 
with a most delicate suffusion, and her 
bosom heaved with such bewitching undula- 
tioii, that the cambrick could not conceal or 
(‘ontam the snowy hemisphere^, that rose 
like a vision of paradise to las view. 

While he was almost fainting with un- 
utterable delight, she seemed to sink under 
the tumults of tenderness and confusion; 
when our hero, perceiving her condition, 
obeyed the impulse of his love, and circled 
the charmer m his arms, without suffering 
the least frown or symptom of displeasure. 
Nbt all the pleasures of his life had amounted 
to tlio ineffable joy of this embrace, in which 
he continued for some minutes totally en- 
tranced. Ho fastened upon her pouting lips 
with all the eagerness of rapture ; and, 
while his brain scorned to whirl round witli 
transport, exclaimed in a deliriuni of bliss, — 
** Heaven and earth ! this is too much to 
bCM...” 

Ills imagination was accordingly relieved, 
and his attention in soino measure dividc'd, 
by the interposition of Sophy, who kindly 
chid him for his having ovorlookcd his olj[ 
friends : thus accosted, he quitted Ins delicious 
armful, and, soluting Mrs Gauntlet, asked 
pardon for his neglect ; observing that such 
rudeness was excusable, considering the long 
and unhappy exile which he haa suffered 
from the jewel of his soul. Them turning to 
Emilia,-^** I am come, madam,” said be, 
“to claim the performance of your promi.se, 
which I can produce under your own fair 
hand : you may, therefore, lay aside all 
superfluous cereamny and shyness, and 
crown my happiness without farther delay ; 
for, upon my soul ! my thoughts are wound 
up to the labt pitch of expectation, and T 
snaCll certainly run distracted, if I am doomed 
^o any term of probation.” 

Ills mistress having by this time recol- 
locteti herself, replied, witli a most exhdarat- . 
ing ought to punish you for yoor 

ototioacy with the mortification of a twelvO- 
moiQth’d trial ; but it is dangerous to tamper 
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with an admirer of yoor disposition, and made him acquainted with the steps they had 
therefore, 1 think I must make sure of you taken, but desired- that he would stand god- 
while it is in my power.” “ You are willing father to the bride j an employment wnich 
then to take me for better for worse, in Jack accepted with demonstrations of parti- 
presence of Heaven and these witnesses ?” cular satisfaction ; till chancing to look into 
cried Peregrine kneeling, mid applying her the street, and seeing Cadwallader approach 
hand to his lips. At this interrogation, her the door, in consequence of a messa^ they 
features softened into an amazing expression had sent to him by Pipes, he declined the 
of condescending love; and while she office in favour of the senior; who was accord- 
darted a side-glanco that thrilled to his ingly ordained for that purpose, on the sup- 
marrow, and heaved a sigh more, soft than position that such a mark of regard might 
Zephyr’s balmy wing, her answer was, — facilitate hia concurrence witii a match, 
— “ why—ay — and Heaven grant me pa- which otherwise he would certainly oppose, 
ticnce to bear the humours of such a yoke- as he was a professed enemy to wedlock, and, 
fellow.” “And may the same powers,” as yet, ignorant of Peregrine’s intention, 
replied the youth, “ grant me life and oppor- After having congratulated pickle upon his 
tunity to manifest the irnmenaity of rny love, succession, and shook his two friends by the 
Meanwhile, 1 have eighty thousand pounds, hand, the misanthrope asked whose mare 
which shall be laid in your lap.” was dead, that he was summoned in such a 

So saying, he sealed the contract upon her plaguy Jiurry from his dinner, which he 
■lips, and explained the mystery of his last had been fain to m)bblc tip like a cannibal ? 
words, which had begun to operate upon the Our hero gave him to understand that 
wonder ofthe two sisters. Sophy was agree- they had made an appointment to drink 
ably sui’prised with the account of his good tea with two agreeable ladies, and were 
fortune; nor was it, in all probability, unac- unwilling that he should lose the opportunity 
ceptable to the lovely Emilia ; though, from of enjoying an entertainment which he 
this information, slie took an opportunity to loved so much. Crobtree, shrivelling up his 
upbraid her admirer with the inflexibility of face like an autumn leaf at this intimation, 
his pride, which, she scrupled not to say, cursed his complaisance, and swore they 
v/ould have baffiod all the suggestions of pass- should keep their assignation without him ; 
ion, had it not been gratified by this provi- for he and lechery had shook hands many 
dential event. years.ago. 

Matters being thus happily matured, the The bridegroom, however, likening him 
lover begged that immediate recourse might untd an old coachman, who still delights in 
he had ti) the church, and hie happiness as- the smack of the whip, and dropping some 
certained before night. But the bride objected flattering hints of his manliood, even at these 
wilh great vehemence tp such precipitation, years, he was gradually [prevailed upon to 
being desirous of her , rnotlier’s presence at accompany them to the place of rendezvous ; 
the ceremony ; and she was seconded in her where, being ushered into a dining-room, 
opinion by her brother’s wife. Peregrine, they had not waited three minutes, when 
maddening willi desire, assaulted her with they were joined by the parson, who had ob- 
< tho most earnest entreaties, representing, served the hour with great punctuality, 
that, as her mother’s consent was already This gentleman no sooner entered the 
obtained, there was surely no necessity for a room, than Cadwallader, in a whisper to 
delay, that must infallibly make a dangerous Gauntlet, asked if that was not the cock- 
impression Upon his brain and' constitution, bawd P and, /before the captain could make 
IJc fell at her feet, in all the agony of impa- any reply, — “What an unconfecio^able 
tience; swore that his life, and intellects whoremastertho rogue is !” said he: “ scarce 
would actually be in jeopardy by her refusal ; discharged from confinement, and sweetened 
and when, she attempted to argue hiin out of with n ihtle fresh a:r, when he wenoh^s with 
h:s demand, began to rave with such extra- a pimp iii canonicals in his pay,” The, door 
yjigdnce, that Sophy' was frightened into con- again opened, and Emilia broke in iipon them 
viction; and Godfrey enforcing the remdn- wtth such dignity of mien, and divinity of 
irtfanccs- of his friend, -the amiable Ehnilia aspect, os inspired everyspectatorwiihas- 
wiw teased inlo c nnliance., tonishment and admiration. The lieutenant, 

. After brt^akiast the bridcj^oin and his who hod hot seen her since her charms were ‘ 
, coiiipaqlDn set oiit for the Commons Ibr a ripened into such perfection; expressed bis 
. license, having* iifet agreed 'upon the house wonder and approbation in an exclamation of 
at ^bi^h the cerejniibny should be performed, -r-‘‘ Add’s zooks ! what a glorious galley !” , 
in the lod^ngspf the bride; and the permiss- and tlie misatithropc’s visage was instantly 
ion being they found means to en- metamorphosed into the face’of a mohntain 

ga^ A dcrg 3 m»ariii‘t'^h<y undertook tcT attend goat. '• He licked his lips instinctively ,‘lhuff- 
tiiem at their time and place. Then a ed the air; and squinted with a . most horrid 
ring was pureba^d /of the occasion ; and obliquity ot yision. 
they went in search of the lieutenant, with The bride and her sister being seatedi^ and 
whom they dined, at a. tavoni, , and not only HatoKway liaving renewed his acquaint^ee 
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with the former who recognised him with 
particular civility. Peregrine withdrew into 
another apartment with his friend Crabtree, 
to whom he imparted the design of this meet- 
ing ; which tliu latter no sooner understood, 
than he attempted to retreat, without mak- 
ing any other reply than that of— “ Pshaw! 
rot your matrimonv ! can’t you put your neck 
in the noose without my being a witness 
of your folly V* 

The young gentleman, in order to vanquish 
this aversion, stepped to the door of the next 
room, and begged the favour of speaking with 
Emilia, to whom he introduced the testy old 
bachelor, as one of his particular friends, who 
desired to have the honour of giving her 
away. The bewitching smile with which she 
received his salute, and granted his request, 
at once overcame the disapprobation of the 
misanthrope, who, with a relaxation in his 
countenance, which had never been perceived 
before that instant, thanked her in the most po- 
lite terms for such an agreeable mark of dis- 
tinction. He accordingly led her into the din- 
ing room, where the ceremony was periormed 
without delay ; and after the husband had as- 
serted his prerogative on her lips, the whole 
company saluted her by the name of Mrs 
Pickle. 

1 shall leave the sensible reader to judge 
what passed at this juncture within the 
bosoms of the new-married couple ; Pere- 
grine’s heart was filled with inexpressible 
ardour and impatience; while the transports 
of the bride were mingled with a dash of dif- 
fidence and apprehension. Gauntlet .uiw it 
would be too much for both, to boar their 
present tantalising situation till night, with- 
out some amusement to divert their thoughts ; 
•and therefore proposed to pass part of the 
evening at the public entertainments in Mary- 
bone gardens, which were at that time fre- 
quented by the best.company in town. The 
scheme was relished by the discreet Sophy, 
who saw the meaning of the proposal, and 
the bride submitted to the persuasion of her 
sister ; so that, after tea, two coaches were 
called, and Peregrine was forcibly separated 
from bis charmer during the conveyance. 

The new-married couple and their com- 
pany having made shift to spend the evening, 
and supped on a slight collation in one of the 
boxes, Peregrine’s patience was almost quite 
exhausted : and taking Godfrey aside, he im- 
parted his intention to withdraw in private 
from the sea-wit of his friend Hatchway, 
who would otherwise retard his bliss with 
unseasonable impediments, which, at present, 
be could not possibly bear. Gauntlet, who 
sympathised with his impatience, undertook 
to intoxicate the lieutenant with bumpers to 
the joy of the bnde, and, in the mean time, 
desired Sophy to retire with Us sister, under 
auspices of Cadwallader, who promised to 
squire them home. 

The ladies were accordingly conducted to 


the coach, and Jack proposed to the captain, 
that, for the sake of the joke, the bride^ooni 
should be plied with liquor, in such a manner 
as w'onld efTectuaily disable him from enjoy- 
ing the fruits of his good fortune for one 
night at least. Gauntlet seemed to relish the 
scheme, and they prevailed upon Pickle to 
accompany them to a certain tavern, on pre- 
tence of drinking a farewell glass to a single 
life; there the bottle was circulated, till 
Hatchway’s brain began to suffer innovation. 
As he had secured our hero’s hat and sword, 
he felt no apprehension of an elopement, 
which, however, was effected ; and the youth 
hastened on the wings of love to the arms of 
his enchanting bride. He found Crabtree in 
a parlour waiting for his return, and disposed 
to entertain him with a lecture upon temper- 
ance; to which he paid very little attention, 
but ringing for Emilia’s maid, desired to 
know if her mistress was a-bed. Reing an- 
swered in the afllriuative, he sent her u[» 
stairs to announce iiis arrival, undressed him- 
self to a loose gown and slippers, and wish- 
ing the misanthrope good night, after having 
desired to see him next day, followed in per- 
son to the delicious scene, where he found 
her elegantly dished out, the fairest daughter 
of chastity and love. 

When he approached, she was overwhelm- 
ed with confiision, and hid her lovely face 
from his transporting view. Mrs Gauntlet, 
seeing his eyes kindled at the occasion, 
kissed her charming sister, who, throwing 
her snowy arms about her neck, would have 
detained her in the room, hud not I^eregrina 
gently disengaged her confidant from her em- 
brace, and conducte*d her trembling to the 
door ; which having bolted, and barricadoed, 
he profited by his good fortune, and his feli- 
city was perfect. 

No.xt day he rose about noon, and found 
his threo friends assembled, when he learned 
that Jack had fallen in his own snare, and 
been obliged to lie in the same tavern wJiorc 
he foil ; a circumstance of which he was so 
much ashamed, that Peregrine and his wife 
escaped many jokes, which ho would have 
certainly crocked, had he not lain under the 
imputation of this disgrace. In half an hour 
after he came down, Mrs Pickle appeared with 
Sopliy, blushing Hke Aurora, or the goddesv 
of health, and sending forth emanations of 
beauty unparalleled ; she was complimented 
upon her change of situation by all present, 
and by none more warmly tlian by old Cmb- 
troe, who declared himself so well satisfied 
witb hisfiriend’s gqod fortune, as to be almost 
reconciled to that institution, against which 
he had declaimed during the best part of his 
Hih. 

An express whs immediately dispatched to 
Mrs Gauntlet with an account of her daugh- 
ter’s marriage ; a town-house was hired, and 
a handsome equipage set up, in which the 
new married pair appeared at ail publick 
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S Lces, to the astonishment of our adventurer’s 
r-weather fnends, and the admiration of 
all the world ; for, in point of figure, such 
another couple was not to he found m the 
whole united kingdom Envy despaired, and 
detraction was struck dumb, when our hero’s 
new accession of fortune was consigned to the 
rciebration of public fame ; Emilia attracted 
the notice of all ohservers, from the pert 
templar to the sovereign himself, who was 
pleased to bestow encomiums upon the excel- 
lenco of her beauty Many persons of con- 
sequence, who him dropped the acquaint- 
ance of Peregrine in the beginning of his 
decline, now made open efierts to cultivate 
Ins friendship anew ; but he discouraged all 
these advances with the most mortifying dis- 
dain; and one day, when the nobleman 
whom be had formerly obliged came up to 
liiiq in the drawing-room, with the salutation 
of— “ Your servant, Mr Pickle,” he eyed him 
with a look of iiiefTable contempt, saying, — 
” I suppose your lordship is mistaken m your 


man,” and turned his head another way, m 
prcbcnco of the whole court. 

When he had made a circuit round all the 
places frequented by the beau monde, to the 
utter confusion of those against whom his re- 
sentment was kindled, paid off his debts, and 
settled his money-matters in town, Hatch- 
way was dismissed to the country, in order 
to prepare for the reception of his fair Emi- 
lia. In a few days after his departure, the 
whole company (Cadwallader himself in- 
cluded) set out for hiS father’s bouse, and, in 
their way, took up Mrs Gauntlet, the mother, 
who was sincerely rejoiced to see our hero 
in the capacity of her son-in-law From her 
habitation they proceeded homewards at an 
easy pace, and, amidst the acclamations of 
the whole parish, entered tticir own bouse, 
where Emilia was received in the most tender 
manner by Mr Clover’s wife, who had pro- 
vided every thing for her ease and accommo- 
dation, and, next day, surrendered unto her 
the manageinentof her own household affairs 


END OF PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
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DEDICATION. 


TO DOCTOR ******, 

You and 1, my good friend, have often 
deliberated on the difficulty of writing such 
a dedication as might gratify the se6-oom- 
placency of a patron, without exposing the 
author to the ridicule or censure of the pub- 
lic ; and I think we generally agreed that 
the Task was altogether impracticable. — ^In- 
deed, this was one of the few subjects on 
which we have al\^ays thought in the same 
manner : for, notwithbtanding that deference 
and regard which we mutually pay to each 
other, certain it is, we have often ditfered, 
according to the predominancy of those dif- 
ferent passions, which frequently warp the 
opinion, and perplex the understanding of ! 
the most judicious. 

In dedication, as in poetry, there is no 
medium : for, if any one of the human vir- 
tues be omitted in the enumeration of the 
patron’s good qualities, the whole address is 
construed into an affront, and the writer has 
the mortification to find his praise prostituted 
to very little purpose. 

On the other hand, should he yield to the 
transports of gratitude or affection, which is | 
always apt to exaggerate, and produce no | 
more than the genuine effusions of his heart, 
the world will make no allowance for the 
waxnth of his passion, but ascribe the praise 
he bestows to interested views and sordid 
adulation. 

Sometimes, too, dazzled by the tinsel of a 
character which he has no opportunity to 
investigate, he pours forth the homage of 
his adimration upon some false Mscenas, 
whose future conduct gives the lie to his 
eulogiuni, and involves uim in shame and 
conmsion of face. Sueh was the fkte of a 
late ingeniousouthor,* who was so often put 
to the blush fyr the und^erved incense Im 
had offered, in the heat of an enthusiastic 
dis^ition, misled by popular applause, that 
he had resolved to retract, in his last will, 
all the encomiums which be bad thus pre- 
maturely bestowed, ai^ stigmatize the un- 
worthy by name: a laudimle scheme of 

^ The Author of the Seasons. 

2 W - 


poetical justice, the execution of which was 
fatally prevented by untimely death. 

Whatever may have becMi the fate of other 
dedicators, I, for my own part, sit down to 
write this address, without any apprehension 
of disgrace or disappointment; because 1 
know you arc too well convinced of niy af- 
fection and sincerity to repine at what I 
shall say touching your character and con- 
duct ; and you w3l do me tho justice to be- 
lieve, that this public distinction is a testi- 
mony of my particular friendship and esteem. 

Not that I am either insensible of your 
infirmities, or disposed to conceal tlicm from 
the notice of mankind. There are certain 
foibles which can only be cured by shame 
and mortification ; and whether or not yours 
be of that species, I shall have the comfort 
to think my best endeavours were used for 
your reformation. 

Know, then, I can despise your pride, 
while I honour your integrity ; and applaud 
your taste, wliile 1 am shocked at your 
ostentation. — I have known you trifling, 
superficial, and obstii^te in dispute ; meanly 
jealous and awkwardly reserved ; rash and 
haughty in your resentments; and coarse' 
and lowly in your connexions. I have 
blushed at tlio weakness of your conversa- 
tion, and trembled at the errors of your con- 
duct. — Yet, as I own you possess 'certain 
good qualities, which overbalance these de- 
fects, and distinguish you on this occasion 
; as a person for whom 1 nave the most perfect 
attachment and esteem, you have no cause 
to complain of the indelicacy with which 
your faults are reprehended ; and as they are 
chiefly the excesses of a sanguine disposi- 
tion and looseness of thought, impatient of 
caution or control, you may, thus stimu- 
latedi) watch over your own intemperance 
and infirmity with redoubled vigilance and 
consideration, and for the future profit by 
the severity of my reproof. 

Thase, however, are not the only motives 
that induce me to trouble you with this pub- 
lic application. I must not only perform 
my duty to my friends, but dso d&cham 
' the debt i owe to my own interest. We 
live In acenaorioQS age ; and an i ithor cannot 
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take too much precautioo to anticipate the 
pirejudicc, misapprohensioiit and temerity 
of malice, ignorance and presumption. 

I therefore think it incumbent upon me to 
give some previous intimation or the plan 
which I have executed in the subsequent 
performance, that I may not be condemned 
ujmn partial evidence ; and to whom can I 
with more propriety appeal in my explana- 
tion than to you, who are so well acquainted 
with all the sentiments and emotions of my 
breast 1 

A novel is a large diffused picture, com- 
prehending the characters of life, disposed 
in different groupcs, and exhibited in various 
attitudes, for the purposes of an uniform 
plan, and general occurrence, to which eveij 
individual fi^re is subservient. But this 
plan cannot be executed vqth propriety, pro- 
bability, or success, without a principal per- 
sonage to attract the attention, unite the 
incidents, unwind the clue of the labyrinth, 
and at last close the scene, by virtue of his 
own importance. 

Almost all the heroes of this kind who 
have hitherto succeeded on the English 
stage, are characters of transcendent worth, 
conducted through the vicissitudes of for- 
tune, to that goal of happiness which ever 
ought to be the repose of extraordinai^ 
desert. — ^Yet the same principle by which 
we rqjoice at the remuneration of merit, wiU 
teach us to relish the disgrace and discomfit- 
ure of vice, which is always an*example of 
extensive use and influence because it leaves a 
deep impression of terror upon tho minds of 
those who were not confirmed in a pursuit of 
morality and virtue, and, while the balance 
wavers, enables the nght scale to prepon- 
derate. 

In the drama, which is a more limited 
field of invention, the chief personage is 
often the object of our detestation and abhor- 
rence ; and we are as well pleased to sec the 
wicked schemes of a Richard blasted, and 
the perfidy of a Mwkwell exposed, as to 
behold a BevU happy, and an Edward victo- 
rious. 

The impulses of fear, which is the most 


violent and interesting of all the passions, 
remain longer than any other upon the 
memoiy ; and for one that is allured to vir^ 
tue by the contemplation of that peace and 
happiness which it bestows, an hundred are 
deterred from the practice of vice by that 
infamy and punishment to which it is liable, 
from the laws and regulations of mankind. 

Let me not, therefore, be condemned for 
having chosen my principal character from 
the purlieus of treachery and fraud, when I 
declare my purpose is to set him up as a 
beacon for the benefit of the inexperienced 
and unwary, whp, from the perusal of these 
memoirs, may learn to avoid the manifold 
snares with which they are continually sur- 
rounded in the paths of life ; while those who 
hesitate on the brink of iniquity may be ter- 
rified from plunging into that irremediable 
gulf, by surveying the deplorable fate of 
Ferdinand Count Fathom. 

That the mind might not be fatigued, nor 
the imagination dis^sted, by a succession of 
vicious objects, 1 Imve endeavoured to re- 
fresh the attention with occasional incidents 
of a different nature ; and raised up a virtuous 
character, in opposition Jo the adventurer, 
with a view to amuse the fancy, engage the 
afi^cction, and form a stnkmg contrast which 
might heighten tho expression, and give a 
relief to the moral of the whole 

If I have not succeeded in my endeavours 
to unfold the mysteries of feaua, to instruct 
the ignorant, and entertain the vacant ; if 
I have failed in my attorapts to subject folly 
to ridicule, and vice to indication ; to rouse 
the spirit of mirth, wake tho soul of com- 
passion, and touch the secret springs tliat 
move the heart ; I have, at least, adorned 
virtue with honour and applause, branded 
iniquity with reproach and shame, and care- 
fully avoided every hint or expression which 
could give umbrage to the most delicate 
reader : circumstances which, whatever may 
be my fete with the public, will with you 
always operate in favour of, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate friend and servant, 
THE AUTHOR. 
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CHAPTER I ancients as well as modems, either would 

not or could not entertain the public with 
Some sage ohservatttms that naturally their own memoirs From this want of in- 
tntroduce our important history chnalion or capacity to wnte in our hero 

himself, the undertaking is now left to me 
Cardinal de Retz very judiciously ob». 4:^f transmitting to posterity the remarkable 
serves, that all historians must of nccessAy adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom , 
be subject to mistakes in explaining tW and by the time the reader shall have glanced 
motives of those actions they record, unless over the subsequent sheets, 1 doubt not but 
they derive their intelligence from the candid he will bless God that tha adventurer vas 
confession of the person whose charaoter not his own historian, 
they represent, and that, of consequence, This mirror of modem chivalry was none 
every man of importance ought to wnte his of those who owe their dignity to the cir- 
own memoirs, provided he has honesty cumstances of their birth, and are con- 
enough to tell the truth, witliout suppressing secrated from the cfadle for the purposes of 
any circumstance that may tend to the in* greatness, merely because they are the 
formation of the reader This, however, is accidental children of wealth He was heir 
a requisite that, I am afraid would be very to no visible patrimony, unless we reckon a 
rarely found among the number of those who robust constitution, a tolerable appear- 
exhibit their or n portraits to the public , in- ance, and an uncommon capacity, os the 
deed, I will venture to say, that, how upright advantages of inhentance If the compan- 
aoever a man’s intentions may be, he will, in son obtains in this point of consideration, he 
the performance of such a task, be some- was as much as any man indebted to his pa 
times misled by his own phantasy, and re- rents; and pity it was, that, in the sequel of 
present objects, as they appeared to him, his fortune, he nover hau^ an opportunity of 
through the mists of prejudice and passion manifesting his fibal gratitude and regard 
An unconcerned reader, when he peruses From tins agreeable act of duty to his aire, 
the history of two competitors who lived and all those tendernesses that are rCcipro- 
two thousand years ego, or who perhaps cally enjoyed betwixt the father and the son, 
never had existence, except in the iraagina- he was unhappily excluded by a small cir- 
tion of the author, cannot help interesting cumstance, at which, however, he was never 
himself m the dispute^ and espousing one heard to repine. In short, had he been 
side of the contest, with all the leal of a brought fortn in the fkbulous ages of the 
warm adherent. What wonder then tl»% wond, the nature of his origm might have 
we should be heated in our own concerns, tamed to his account ; be might, like other 
review our actions with the same self-ap- heroes of antiquity, We laid claim to di- 
probation that they had formeriy acquired, vine extraction, without running the risk, of 
and recommend them to the world with all being chumed by any earthly mther Not 
the enthusiasm of paternal affection^ that nb parents had any reason to disown 

Supposing this to be the case, it was or renounce their ofipnng, or that there was 
lucky for the cause of historical truth that anytlung preternatural in the circomstaiices 
so many pens have been drawn by wnters of bis generation and birth; on the contraiy, 
whocoiudnotbesuspectedof Buchp^tahtv; 'he was fiom the beginning a child of pro- 
and many great personages, among tne mudng parte, and u due course of nature 
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ushered into the worid aniidsia whole ci^owd another clime, and damn an : author in des- 
of witnesses ; but that he was acknowledged pite of all precedent and prescription ;'^wbo 
by no mortal sire, solely proceeded from the extol the writings of Petrbnius Atbiter, read 
uncertainty of his mother, whose affections with rapture the amorous sallies of Ovid’s 
were so dissipated among a number of ad- pen, and chuckle over tlie story of Lucian’s 
mirers, that she could never pitch u^n the ass : yet, if a modem author presumes to 
. person from whose loins our hero sprung. relate the progress of a simple intrigue, are' 
Over and above this important doubt under shocked at the indecency and immorality 
which he was begotten, other particularities of the scene ; — ^wbo delight in following 
attended his birth, and seemed to mark him Guzman d’Al&rache through all the mazes 
out as something uncommon among the sons of squalid beggary.; who with pleasure ac- 
of men. He was brought forth in a wagon, company Don Quixotte and his squire in the 
and m^ht be.said to be literally a native of lowest paths of fortune ; who are diverted 
two different countries ; for, though he first with the adventures of Scarron’s ragged 
saw the light in Holland, he was not bom troop of strollers ; and highly entertained 
till after the carriage arrived in Flanders ; so with the servile situations of Gil Bias ; yet, 
that, all these extraordinary circumstances when a character in humble life occasionally 
considered, the task of determining to what occurs in a performance of our own growth, 
government he naturally owed allemance, exclaim with an air of disgust , — “ Was 
would be at least as difficult as that of ascer- ever any thing so mean ! suj^ this writer 
. taining the so-much-contested birth-place of must have been very conversant with the 
Homer. lowest scenes of life!”— ^who, when Swift or 

Certain it is, the count’s mother was an Pope represent a coxcomb in the act of 
Englishwoman, .who, after having been five swearing, scruple not to laugh at the ridi- 
times a widow in one campaign, was, in the culous execrations ; but, in a less reputed 
last year of the renowned Marlborough’s author, condemn the use of such profane 
command, numbered among the baggage of expletives ; — who eagerly explore the jokes 
the allied army, which she still accompanied, of Rabelais for amusement, and even extract 
through pure benevolence of spirit, supply- humour from the dean’s description of a 
ing the ranks with the refreshing streams lady’s dressing room ; yet, in a production 
of choice Geneva, and accommodating in- of these days, unstamped with such venera- 
dividuals with clean linen, as the emergency ble names, will stop their noses, with all the 
of their occasions required; nor was her signs of loathing and abhorrence, at a bare 
philanthropy altogether confined to such mention of the china chamber-pot; — ^who 
ministration; she abounded with ** the milk applauded Catullus, Juvenal, Persius, and 
of human kindness,” which flowed plenti- Toucan, for their spirit in lashing the greatest 
fully among her fellow-creatures ; and to names of antiquity ; yet when a British 
every son of Mars who cultivated her favour, satirist, of this generation, has courage 
she liberally dispensed her smiles, in order enough to call in question the talents of a 
to sweeten the toils and dangers of the field, pseudo-patron in power, accuse him of in- 
Aiid here it will not be amiss to anticipate solence, rancour, and scurrility, 
the repoarks of the reader, who, in the If such you be, courteous reader, I say 
chastity 'and excellency of his conception, again, have a little patience; for your enter- 
may possibly exclaim, — “ Good Heaven ! tainment we are a^ut to write. Our hero 
will these authors never reform their imagi- shall, with all convenient dispatch, be gro- 
nations, and lift their ideas from the obscene dually sublimed into those splendid connex- 
objects of low life ? Must the public be ions of which you are enamoured ; and God 
again disgnsted with the grovellmg adven- forbid that, in the mean time, the nature of 
turers of a wagon 1 Will no writer of his extraction should turn to his prejudice in 
genius draw his {^n in the vindication of a land of fteedom like this, where individuals 
taste, and entertain us with the agreeable are every day ennobled in consequence of 
characters, the dignified conversation, the their own qualifications, without the least 
poignant repartee, in short, the genteel retroispective regard to the rank or merit of 
comedy, of the polite world 1” their ancestors. Yes, refined reader, we are 

Have a bttk patience, gentle, delicate, hastening to that goal of perfection, where 
sublime critic ; you, I doubt not, are one of satire dares not show her face ; where nature 
those consummate connoisseurs, who, in their is castigated almost even to still life; where 
purifications; let humour evaporate, while humour turns changeling, and slavers in an 
. they endeavour to preserve decorum, and insipid grin ; where wit is volatilized into a 
polish wit, until the edge of it is quite worn mere vapour; where 'decency, divested of all 
off; or, perhaps, of that class, who, in the substaned, hovers, about like a fantastic 
sapience of tMte, are disgusted with those shadow; where the salt of genius, escaping, 
very flavours m the pr^uctions of their own leaves noting put pure and siinpld phlegm, 
.country, which have yielded infinite delecta- and the inoffensive pen for ever drops the 
tion tp their ftcultieH when imported from mild maon s df soul sweetening jvaise. ' 
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sooner taken poseefisiou of her new name 

than she bestowed it upon her son# who was 
CHAPTER II. Ibencefonvard distinguished by the appella- 

* . tion of Ferdinand de Fadom ; nor was the 

A ^wperficM vi€v> of our heroes infancy* husband offended at thist presumption in his 
\ wife, which he not only considered as a proof 

Having thus bespoken the indulgence of of lier affection and esteem, but also as a 
our guests, let us now produce the particulars compliment, by which he might in time ac- 
of our entertainment, and speedily conduct quire the credit of being the real father of 
our adventurer througli the stage of infancy, such a hopeful child, 
which seldom teems with interesting in- Notwithstanding this new engagement 
cidents. with a foreigner, our hero’s mother still ex- 

As the occupations of his niother would ercised the virtues of her calling among the 
not conveniently permit her to suckle this English troops ; so fnuch was she biassed 
her first-born at her own breast, and those by that laudable partiality which, as Horace 
happy ages were now no more in which the onserves, the generally inspires: 

charge of nursing a child might he left to the indeed this inclination was enforced by 
next goat or she-wolf, she resolved to im- another reason, that did not fail to infiiicnco 
prove upon the ordinances of nature, and her conduct in this particular ; all her know- 
foster him with a juice much more energetic ledge of the High Dutch language consisted 
than the milk of goat, wolf, or woman : this in some words of traffic absolutely necessary 
was no other than that ddicious nectar, for the practice of her vocation, together with 
which, as we have already hinted, she so sundry oaths and terms of reproach, that 
cordially distributed from a small cask that kept her customers in awe ; so that, except 
hung before her, depending from her shoul- among her own countrymen, she could not 
ders by a leathern zone. Thus determined, indulge that propensity to conversation, for 
ere he was yet twelve days old, she inclosed which she had been remarkable from her 
him in a canvas knapsack, which, being ad- earliest years. Nor did this instance of her 
justed to her neck, fell down upon lier back, affection fail of tuniing to her account in the 
and balanced the cargo tJiat res^d on her sequel : she was promoted to the office ot 
bosom* cook to a regimental mess of officem'.^ and, 

There are not wanting those who affirm, before the peace of Utrecht, was actuaU^^ in 
that, while her double charge was carried possession of a suttling-tent, pitched 
about in this situation, her keg was furnished accommodation of the gcntlemcaj '‘W .fhe 
with a long and slender flexible lube, which, army. 

when the child began to be clamorous, she Meanwhile, Ferdinand improved apace m 
conveyed into his moilth, and straight he the accomplishments of infancy; his beauty 
Ftilled himself with sucking; but this we was conspicuous, ahd his vigour so uncom- 
. consider as an extravagant assei-tion of those mon, that he was with justice likened unto 
who mix the marvellous- in all their narra- Hercules in the cradle : the friends of his 
lions, because we cannot conceive how the father-in-Iavv dandled him on their knees, 
tender organs of an infant could digest such while he played with their whiskers, and, 
a fiery beverage, which never fails to dis- before he was thirteen months old, taught 
compose the constitutions of the most hardy him to suck brandy impregnated with gun- 
and robust : we therefore conclude, that the powder, through tlje touch-hole of a pistol, 
use of this p#>tation was more restrained, At the same time, he was caressed by diver.s 
and that it was with simple clement diluted sergeants of the British army, who severally 
jnto a composition adapted to his taste and and in secret contemplated his qualifications 
years. Ife this as it will, he certainly was with a father’s pride, excited by the artful 
indulged in the use of it to such a degree as declaration Vitli \yhich the mother had flat- 
would have effectually obstructed his future tered each apart. 

fortune, had hot he been happily cloyed with Soon as the vrar was (for her unhappily) 
the repetition of the same fare, for which lie concluded, she, ns in duty bound, followed 
conceived the utmost detestation and abhor- -her husband into Bohemia; and his regiment 
rencOi' rejecting it with loathing and disgust, being sent into garrison at Fragile, she opened 
' like those, choice spirits, who, having been a cabaret in that city, which was fi*equented 
crammed *wi^ religion ' in their childhood, by a good many guests of the Scotch ar.d 
renounce it in their youtli, among other ab-- Irish nations, who were devoted to the cxer- 
, sard prejudices of education. * cise of arms in the service of the emperor. 

Wh^c he thus dangled in a state of suspen- It was by this cotiununfcation that the rihglish 
sion, a German trooper was transiently Bmit> tongue became vernacular to young Ferdr- . 
with charms of his mother, who listened noiid, who; without such opportunity, woula 
to his honourable addresses, and once more have been a stranger to the langua^ of bis 
..roceivi^ the silken bonds of matrimony; fore-fethers, in spite of all his mother e 1^ 
the ceremony having been performed,^ as quacitv and'^' elocution; though, it must be 
■ usual, at the drum-head. ‘ The lady had fio ownpu, for the credit of her maternal care, 
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that elic let slip no occasiooi of making it j her eyes, were attracted by the rich attire of 
familiar to his ear and conception f fbr, even an Imperial oificer, who lay bleeding ‘on the 
at those intervals in which she could find no plain^ to all ^appearance in agonies df 
person to cany on the altercation, she used death. 

to hold forth in earnest soliloqulee upon the She could hot in her heart , refuse that 
subject of her Own. situation, giving vent to favour to a friend and Christian 'she had so 
many opprobrious invectives against her bus- compassibnatoly bestowed upon so many 
band^s countiy, between wMch and Old Eng- enemies and inndcls, and tlicrefbro drew nOar 
land she drew many odious comparisons ; writh the sovereign remedy, which she had 
and prayed without ceasing, that Europe already administered with such success. .As 
might speedily be involved in a general war, she approached this deplorable object of pity, 
so as Uuit she might have some chance of her ears word surprised with an ejaculation 
re-enjoying the pleasures and emoluments of in the English tongue, which he fervently 
a Flanders campaij^. ' pronounced, though with a weak and languid 

voice, recommending hjs soul to Ood, and 
his family to the protection pf Heaven* Qur 
CHAPTER III. amazon’s purpose was ^taggered by this pro- 

' yidential incident ; the sound of her native 
He is initiated in a military life, and has language, so unexpectedly heard, and pa- 
the good fortune to acquire a generous^ \he\AC^\y delivered, had a surprieing eflfeet 
patron. upon her imagination ; and the faculty of re- 

flection did not forsake her ill such emergency. 
While she wearied Heaven wtith those pe- Thou^i she could not recollect the features 
titions, the flame of war broke out betwixt of this unhappy officer, she concluded, from 
the houses of Ottoman and Austria, and the his appearance, that he was some person of 
emperor sent forth an army into Hungary, distinction in the service, and foresaw greater 
under the auspices of the renowned Prjnee advantage to herself in attempting to pre- 
filugene. On account of this expedition, the serve his life, than slie could possibly !reap 
mother of our hero gave up house-keeping, from the execution of her first resolve. If,” 
and cheerfully followed her customers and said she to herself, ** I can find means of 
husband into the field; having first provided conveying him to his tent alive, he cannot 
herself with store of those commodities in but ia conscience acknowledge ray humanity 
which she had formerly merchandized., Al- with some considerable recompense ; and, 
though the hope of profit might tn some mea- should he chance to survive his wounds, I 
sure affect her determination, one of the have every thing to eA]>ccl from his gratitude 
chief motives for her visiting the frontiers of and power.” 

Turkey, was the desire of initiating her son Fraught with, those prudential siiggestionsj 
in the rudiments of his education, which she she drew near the unfortunate stranger, and, 
now thought hi^h time to inculcate, lie being, in a sofiehed decent of pity and condolence, 
at this period, in the sixth } oar of his age ; questioned him concerning his name, condi- 
he was accordingly. conducted to the camp, tion, and the nature of ids mischance, at the 
which she considered as the most consum- sametimcinakiugagentletendcrofherser- 
rnate schooroflife,andproposedforthescene vice. Agreeably surprised to hear himself 
of his instruction ; ana in this academy he accosted in sdeh a manner by a person whose 
had not continued many weoks, wlien he was equipage secitied to promise other designs, 
an eye-witness of that famous victory, whioh, he thanked lier in the most grateful terms for 
with sixty thousand men, the imperial gefie- her humanity, with tlie> appellation of kind 
ral obtained over an army of one hundred country wonian ; gave her to imderslond that 
and fifty thousand Tdrks. he was a colonel of a regiment of horse ;.that 

Ilis father-in-law was, engaged, and his he, hod fallen m consequence of a shot lie 
mother would not be idle on this occasion; received in' his breast at the beginning of the 
she was a perfect mistress of all tlie catnp action ; and', finally, entreated her to procure 
qualifications, and thpught it a duty incuni- .sorhe carriage on which he- might be removed 
bent on her to cpptrffiute all that lay in her to his tent. Perceiving him faint and ex- 
pbwer, towards Il^tressiiig Ijie oiiCmy ; with hausted with loss of blood, she ra^^od lip hja 
these sentiments she ho'.npred about the skirts head, and treated him with tliat" cordial 
• of the, army, and the troops were no sooner was her constant companion : at that instant, . 
eifiplpye^' tn. the ;pn^tnt,thaii'^sh^ began to espying^a^Binall body of hussars reUucmng. to “ 
travjbrse^Cbe^fieia; of battle with a poniard and t)ie camp iyilh t^he plunder tjb^y had takanj 
a bafiln to consult her, own interest, she invoked .their assistance, anVl.tht^. fprilus 
annoy ,jtte. fdle,.#^^xcrcisc her humanity at with carried the officer to his ovyn qiiariers, . 
thq /tb shorty |ihe had, with where Jils wound was dressed; and, his, pre- ' 

antazing prowesd, .delivered some , fifty or serveif^^eateftijly tended him until his recovery ‘ 
threescqi^ dittiMod i^nsgulmeo of the pain was cotnplfftea. 
under wnicK,tni^ gi^Ofto a com-: ^ In teiurnfat these good offices, this 

.fortabje booty^of^Ae[^e|^)^, ^0e slain, when I tietnan,.w original of fSccd&njiiJrn*-, 
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warded her for the present with great hberai- 
ity, assured her of his influence m promoting 
her husband, and took upoU himself the ohar^ 
of young Fordittand^s education. The boy 
was immediately taken into his prolcctioni 
and entered as a troopor in his own regiment ; 
but his good intentions towards liia fathcr- 
indaw were flrastrated by the death of the 
Cerman, who, in a few days after this dispo- 
sition, was shot m the trenches before Tcmis- 
waer. 

This event, over and above the conjugal 
affliction witli which it invaded the lady’s 

3 uidl, would have involved her m inflmte 
ifficulty and distress, with regard to her 
temporal concerns, by leaving her unprotected 
in the midst of strangers, had not she been 
thus providentially supplied with an effectual 
patron in the colonel, who was known by the 
appellation of Count Melvil. He no sooner 
saw her, by the death of her husband, de- 
tached from kll personal connexion with a 
military life, than he proposed that she should 
quit her occupation in the camp, and retire 
to his habitation in the city of Presburg, 
where she would be enterlamcd in ease and 
plenty during the remaining part of her na- 
tural life. With all due acknowledgements 
of his generosity, she begged to bo excused 
flrom embracing his proposal, alleging she 
was so much accustomed to her present way 
of life, and so much devoted to the Service 
of the soldiery, that she should never be hap- 
py in retirement, while the troops of any 
prince in Christendom kept the field. 

The count, finding her determined to pro- 
secute her scheme, repeated his promise of 
befriending her upon all occasions , and in 
the meantiine admitted Ferdinand into the 
number of his domestics, resolving that he 
should be brought up in attendance upon his 
own son, who was a boy of the same age. 
He kept him, however, in his tent, until he 
should have an opportunity of revisiting his 
family in person; and, before that occa- 
sion offered, tw*o whole years elapsed, during 
whith the illustrious prince Eugone gained 
the celebrated battle of Belgrade, and after- 
wards made himself master of tliat important 
frontier. 


CHAPTER IV. 

His mother's prowess md death; together 
tpUh some instances of his own sagacittf. 

It would have been impossible for the mo- 
ther of our adventurer, such as she bath been 
described, to sit quietly in her tent, while 
such an heroic scene Was acting. She was 
no sooner apprised of the generm’s intention 
to attack the enemy, tlian she, as usual, ‘paelt- 
od up her movables in a wa^n, which she 
committed tb the care of a peasant in tbo 
iiei^gl^\»hood, put hc^fdf in mtdloo 
. . * % * 


with the troops ; big with the Expectation of 
re-acting that part in which she nad formerly 
acquitted herself so much to her advantage 
Nay, she by this time looked upon her own 
presence as a certain omen of success to the 
cause which she espoused; and, in their 
march to battle, actually encouraged the ranks 
with repeated declarations, importing, that 
she had been an oyo-witnebS of ten deoisive 
engagements, in all of whidi her friends hod 
been victorious, and imputing such uncom- 
mon good fortune to some supernatural quality 
inherent m her person. 

Whether or not this confidence 4*ontribiited 
to the fortune of the day, by inspiring tlio 
soldicm to an uncommon pitch of courage 
and resolution, 1 shall not pretend to deter- 
mine ; but, certain it is, the victory began 
from that quarter in which she had posted 
herself ; and no corps in the army bcliavod 
with such intrepidity as that which was ma- 
nifested by those who were favoured with 
her admonitions and example ; for she not 
only exposed her person to the enemy’s fire, 
with the indiflerence and deliberation of a 
veteran, bnt she is said to have achieved a 
very conspicuous exploit by the prowess of 
her single arm : the extremity or the line to 
which she had attached herself, being as- 
saulted m flank by a body of the Spahis, 
wheeled about in order to sustain the charge, 
and received them with such a seasonable 
fire, as brouglit a great number of turbans to 
the ground ; among those who fell, was one of 
the chiefs, or agas, who had advanced before 
the rest, with a view to signalize his valour. 

Our English Pentlicsilca no sooner saw 
this Turkish leader drop, than, slriick with 
the magnificence of his own and horse’s 
trappings, she sprung forward to seize them 
as her prize, and found the aga not dead, 
thoimh in a good measure disabled by his 
misfortune, which was entirely owing to the 
weight of his horse, that, having been killed 
by a niuskct-ball, lay upon his log, so that 
he could not disengage himself. Neverthe- 
less, perceiving the viri^ approach with fell 
intent, he brandished his scimitar, and tried 
to intimidate his assailant with a most horri- 
ble exclamation : but it was not the dismal 
yell of a dismounted cavalier, though en. 
forced with a hideous ferocity of countenance, 
and the menacing gestures with which be 
waited her approach, that could intimidate 
such undaunted she-campaigner ; she saw 
him wrilhtpg in the agonies of a situation 
from vvhichne could not move ; and, running 
jbowards him with the mmbleness and intre- 
pidity of a Camilla, described a semicircle in 
the progress of her assault, and, attacking 
MlA on one side, plunged her well tried dag- 
ger in his throat ; tim shades of death en« 
compassed him, his life-blood issued at the 
wounds he fell prone upon the earth, ho bit 
the dhsti and having thrice invoked the nainc 
of All^, straight expired. 
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While his destiny was thus fulfilled, his 
followers begfan to reel ; they seemed dis- 
mayed at the fate of their chief, beheld their 
companions drop like the leaves in autumn, 
and suddenly halted in the midst of their 
career. The Imperialists, observing the con- 
fusion of the epemy, redoubled their fire ; 
and, raising a dreaaful shout, advanced in 
order to improve the advantage they had 
gained ; the Spahis durst not wait the shock 
of such an encounter ; they wheeled to tho 
right about, and clapping spurs to their horses, 
fied in the utmost disorder. This was ac- 
tually the circumstance that turned the scale 
of battle : the Austrians pursued their good 
fortune with uncommon impetuosity, and in 
a few minutes left tho field clear for the mo- 
ther of our hero, who was such an adept in 
the art of stripping, that in the twinkling of 
an eye the bodies of the aga and his Arabian 
lay naked to the skin. It would have been 
happy for her, had she been contented with 
these first-fruits, reaped from tho fortune of 
the day, and retired with her spoils, which 
were not inconsiderable; but, intoxicated 
with the glory she had won, enticed by the 
glittering caparisons that lay scattered on the 
plain, and without doubt prompted by the 
secret instinct of her fate, she resolved to 
seize the opportunity by the forelock, and 
once for all indemni^ herself for the many 
fatigues, hazards, and sorrows she had under- 
gone. 

Thus determined, she reconnoitred the 
field, and practised her address so success- 
fully, that in less than half an hour she was 
loaded with ermine and embroidery, and dis- 
posed to retreat with her burden, when her 
regards were solicited by a splendid bundle, 
which she descried at some distance lying on 
the ground. This was no other than an un- 
happy ofiiper of hussars ; who, after having 
had the good fo^une to take a Turkish stan£ 
ard, was despemtcly wounded in the thigh, 
and obliged to quit his horse ; finding himself 
in such an helpless condition, ho had wrapped 
his acquisition round his body, that whatever 
might happen, he and his glory should not 
be parted ; and thus shrouded among the dy- 
ing and tlie dead, he had observed the pro- 
gress of our heroine, who stalked about the 
field, like another Atropos, finishing, wher- 
ever she came, tho work of death : he did 
not at all doubt mat he himself would be 
visited in tho course of her peregrinations, 
and therefore provided for her reo^ption, with 
a pistol ready cocked in his hand while he 
lay perdue 'Qchcath his covert, in all appear- 
. ance bereft of life. He was not deceived in 
' his prognostic ; she no sooner eyed the golden 
crescent, than,* inflamed with curiomty or 
cupidity, she.direc^d thitherward her steps, 
and discerning the '^rcass of a man, from 
which she thought there would be a necessity 
for disengaging it, shd lifted up her weapon, 
in order to make sure^pf. her purchase ;.and 


in the very insUnt of discharging her blow, 
received a brace of bdlletsin her brain. 

Thus ended the mortal pilgrimage of this 
modern Amazon, who, in point of courage, 
was not inferior to Semiramis, Tomyris, 
Zenobia, Thalestris, or any boasted heroine 
of ancient times. It cannot' be supposed 
that this catastrophe made a very deep im- 
pression upon the mind of young Ferdinand, 
who had just then attained the ninth year of 
his age, and been ftir a conaideiwe time 
weaned from her maternal caresses ; espe- 
cially, as he felt no wants nor grievances in 
the family of the count, who favoured*him 
with a particular share of indulgence, be- 
cause he perceived in him a spirit of docility, 
insinuation, and sagacity, far above his years* 
He did not, however, fail to lament the un- , 
timely fate. of his mother, with such filial 
expressions of sorrow, as still more in- 
timately recommended him to his patron; 
who, being himself a man of extraordinary ' 
benevolence, looked upon the boy as a 
rodigy of natural affection, and foresaw in 
is future services a fund of gratitude and • 
attachment, that could not fail to render 
him a valuable acquisition to his family. 

In his own country he had often seen con- 
nexions of that sort, which having been, 
planted in the infancy of the adherent, had 
'grown up to a surprising pitch of fidelity and 
Fricndlihip, that no temptation could bias, and 
no danger dissolve. He therefore rejoiced 
ill the hope of seeing his- own son accom- 
modated with such a faitiiful attendant, in the 
person of young Fathom, on whom lie re- 
solved to bestow the same education he had 
planned for the other, though conveyed in 
such a manner as should be suitable to the 
sphere in which he. was ordained to move. 
In consequence of these determinations, our 
young adventurer led a very easy life, in 
quality of page to tho count, in whose tent 
he lay upon a pallet, close to his field-bed, 
and often diverted him with his childish prat- 
tle in the English tongue, which the more 
seldom his master had occasion to spealP, ho. 
the niore delighted to hear. In .the exercise 
of his fiinStion, tlie boy was incredibly assidu- 
ous and alert; far from neglecting the little 
particulars of his duty, and embarking in the 
mischievous amusements of the children' be- 
longing to the camp, he was always diligent,, 
sedateTegr^eft^ly officious, and onticipaung; 
and in the .Whole of his behaviour seemed to 
express tbe most vigilant sense of bis patVem^s 
goodness and generosity ; nay, to such a de- 
gree had these sentiments, in eU appearance, 
operated upon his reflection, that one morn- 
ing, .while ne supposed the count asleep, he 
crept softly to his bed-side, and, gently kiss- 
ing bis hand, which happened to be uncow'^ 
veredrpfpi^oupced, in a low voice, a most 
fervhni piayef in his behi^, beseeching hba- 
ven to shower down Uesinngs., lipda'himi^ as 
the w|(3pW*s friend end the oi^him/6^.fotIier. 
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This benediction was not lost upon the count, 
who chanced to be awake, and heard it with 
admiration : but what riveted i^fdinand in 
his ^od graces, was a discovery that our 
youth made, while his master was upon duty 
in the trenches before Belgrade, 

Two foot-soldiers, standing sentry near 
the door of the tent, were captivated with, 
the sight of some valuable movables belong- 
ing to it ; and supposing, in their grent wis- 
dom, that the city of Belgrade was too well 
fortified to be taken during that campaign, 
they came to a resolution of withdrawing 
themselves from the severe service of the 
trenches, by deserting to the enemy, after 
they should have rifled count MelviVs tent of 
the furniture, by which they were so power- 
fully allured : the particulars of this plan were 
concerted in the French language, which, 
they imagined, would screen them from all 
risk of being detected, in case they should be 
overheard, though, as there was no. living 
creature in sight, they had no reason to be- 
lieve that any person was privy to their con- 
versation. Nevertheless, they were mistaken 
in both these conjectures. The conference 
reached the ears of Fathom, who was at the 
other end of the tent, and had perceived the 
eager looks with which they considered some 
parts of the furniture: he had penetration 
enough. to suspect their desire, and, alarmed 
by that suspicion, listened attentively tor their 
discourse, which, from h slender knowledge 
of the French tongue, he had the good for- 
tune partly to understand. ' 

> This important piece of intelligence he 
. communicated to the count at his return, and 
measures were immediately taken to defeat 
their design, and make an example of the 
authors, who being permitted to load them- 
selves with the booty, were apprehended in 
their retreat, and punished with death, ac- 
cording to their, demerits. 


CHAPTER V. 

Detail of' hie education, 

•Nothing could have more reasonably hap- 
pened, to confirm the good opinion which the 
colonel entertained of Ferdinand’s principles; 
, hie intentions towards the boy grew every day 
inorejand more warm ; and immediately after 
the peace of Passarowitz, be retired to hie 
own. house at Presburg, and presented young 
Fathom to his lady, not only as the son of a 
person to whom he owed his lifb, but dso as a 
M who merited his peculiar protection and 
regard by his own personal virtue. The coun- 
tess, who was a HungariaUf iiq^ivedhim with 
great kindness and aSkbility, and her eon was 
ravish^ with the prospect of enjoying such'a 
companion : jn short, fortune seemed to have 
> provided for him, an asylum, in which ho 
might be'safely trained upt' ^d suitably .pcp- 


pared for more important. scenes of life than 
any of his ancestors had ever known. 

He was not, in all respects, entertained 
on the footing of his young master; yet he 
shared in all his education and amusements, 
as one whoni the old gentleman was fully de- 
termined to qualify for the station of an officer 
in the service ; and if he did not eat with 
the count, he was every Jay regaled with 
choice bits from his table ; holding, as it were, 
a middle place between ttie rank of a relation 
and a favourite domestic. Although his 
patron maintained a tutor in the house, to 
superintend the conduct of his heir, he com- 
mitted the charge of his learning to the 
instructions of a public school ; where he ima- 
gined the boy would imbibe a laudable spirit 
of emulation among his fellows, which could 
not fail of turning out to the advantage of 
his education. Ferdinand was entered in 
the same academy ; and the two lads pro- 
ceeded equally in^ the paths of erudition ; a 
mutual friendship and intimacy soon ensued, 
and, notwithstanding the levity and caprice 
commonly discerriilne in the behaviour of 
such boys, very few, or rather no quarrels 
happened in the course of their communica- 
tion. Yet their dispositions were altogether 
different, and their talents unlike. Nay, this 
dissimilarity was the very bond of their union; 
because it prevented that jealousy and rival- 
ship which often interrupts the harmony of 
two warm contemporaries. 

The young count made extraordinary pro- 
gress in the exercises of the school, though 
he seemed to take very little pains in the 
cultivation of his studies ^ and became a per- 
fect hero in all the athletic diversions of 
his fellow-scholars ; but, at the same time, 
exhibited such a bashful ap])earance and 
uncouth address, that his mother despaired 
of ever seeing him improved into any degree 
of polite behaviour. On the other hand. 
Fathom* who was in point of learning a mere 
donee, became, even in his childhood, re- 
Iharkablh among the ladies for his genteel 
deportment and vivacity ; they admired the 
proficiency he made under the directions of 
his dancing-master, the air with which he 
performed his obeisance at his entry and 
exit ; and were charmed with the agreeable 
asBumnee and lively sallies of his conversa- 
ttpn ; while they expressed the utmost con- 
oeru and disgust at the boorish demeanour of 
his companion, whose extorted bows resem- 
bled the pawings of a mule, who hung his 
head in silence like a detected sheep-stealer, 
who sat in company under the most awkward 
expressions of constraint, and whose dis- 
course never exceeded the simple monosylla- 
bles of negation and assent. 

In' vain did all the females of the family 
propose to him young Fathom as a pattern 
and reproach: he remained unaltered by all 
.their eil&rts and expostulations, ond allowed 
put. a^yentprer to enjoy the triumph of his 
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praise, while he hiipself was conscious of his [names of the boys to whom they belon^d, 
own superiority in those qiialiheations which the schoolmaster chanced to peruse the ver- 
seemed of more real importance than the sion of Ferdinand^ befotc he looked into any 
mere exteriors and forms of life. His pre- of the rest, and could not help bestowing^ 
sent ambition was not to make a figure at upon it particular marks of approbation : the 
his father’s table, but to eclipse hjs rivals at next that fell under his examination was that 
school, and to acquire an influence and au- of the youhg count, when he immediatly per- 
ihorily among these confederates. Never- ceived the sameness, and, far from imputing 
theless, Fathom might possibly have fallen it to the true cause, upbraided him with hav- 
nnder his displeasure or contempt, had not ing copied the exercise of our adventurer, 
that pliant genius found means to retain his and insisted upon chastising him upon the 
friendship by seasonable compliances and spot for his want of application, 
submission ; for the sole study, or at least the Had not the young gentleman -thought his 
chief aim of Ferdinand, was to make himself honour was concerned, he would have sub- 
nccessary and agreeable to those on whom initted to the punishment without murmur- 
his dependence Was placed:, his talent was ing; but he inherited, froiri his parents, the 
in this particular suited to his inclination ; pride of two fierce nations, and being ovct** 
he seemed to have inherited it from his mo- whclmed with reproaches for that which he 
tber’s womb; and, without all doubt, would imagined ought to have redounded to bis 
have raised upon it a most admirable super- glory, he could not brook the indignity, and 
structure of fortune and applause, had not it boldly aflirmed, that he himself was the on- 
been inseparably yoked with a most insidious gihal, to whom Ferdinand was beholden for 
principle of self-love, that grew up with him his performance. The schoolmaster, nettled' 
from the cradle, and left no room in his heart to find himself mit^taken in his judgment, re- 
fer the least particle of social virtue. This' solved that the count should have no cause 
' last, however, he knew so well how to coun- to exult in the discovery he had made, and, 
terfeit, by means of a large share of ductility like a true flogger, actually whipped him fer ■ 
and dissin^ulation, that, surely, he was calcu- haying allowed Fathom to copy his exercise, 
latcd by nature to dupe even the most cau- Na.y, mthe hope of vindicating his owfi pene- 
tious, and gratify his appetites, by levying tratipn, he took an opportunity of question- 
contributions on all mankind. ing Ferdinand in private concerning the cir- 

So little are the common instructors of curtistances of the translation, and oUr hero, 
youth qualified to judge the capacities of those perceiving bis drift, gave him such artful and 
who are under tneir tutelage rfhd care, that ambiguous answers, as [lersuaded him that 
Fathom, by dint of his insinuating arts, made the young count had acted the part of a 
shift to pass upon the schoolmaster as a lad plagiary, and that the other had been re- 
of quick parts, in despite of a natural inapti- strained from doii^ himself justice, by the 
tilde to retain his lessons, which all his consideration of his own dependence, 
industry could never overcome. In order to This profound director did not fail, in 
remedy, or ratlier to cloak this defect in his honour of his own discernment, to whisper 
understanding, he had always recourse to about the misrepresentation, as an instance 
the friendship of tlie young count, who freely of the young count’s insolence, and Fathom’s 
permitted him to transcribe his exercises, humility and good Sense. The story was 
until a small accident happened, which hid circulated among the peryants, especially the 
Mrell nigh put a stop to these jnstan'cct of bis maids belonging to the fanuly, wniMe favour 
generosity. The adventure, inconsiderable as our hero hod acqum^d by his engaging beha- 
it is, we shall record, a.9 the first overt act; of viour ; and at length it , reachea the eass of ^ 
Ferdinand’s true character, as well as an Cl- his patiion, Who, inceiised at his son^s pre- 
lustration of the opinion we have advanced, sumption and inhospitality, called him to a 
touching the blind and injudicious decisions Severe account^ when the young gentleman 
of a right pedagogue, absolutely denied the truth Of the allegation, 

Among other tasks imposed, by the pedant and appealed to’ the evidence of Fathom Iiim- 
upon the form to which our two companions self. Oulr adventurer was accordingly sum- 
belonged, they were one evening ordered to moned by the father, and encouraged to de- 
' translate a chapter of Ctesar’^ Commentaries; dare the tnith, with an assurance of his con- 
< Accordingly, the young count went to work, slant protection ; upon which Ferdinand very- , 
and performed the undertaking with , great wisdy fell upon his knees., and, while the 
elegance and dispatch: Fathom, having spent tears gashed feom his eyes, acquitted "the, 
the bight' in more effeminate amusements, youngcoiittt of the imputation, and expressed 
was neasECihorning so much hurried for want his apprehOpsioh that the report had been • 
of his transcription he neglected spread by soTHifd of his envies; who wanted > 

to insert afew variations jfrom the text^ these tb piejudicb him in the opinion of his patron, 
being the terms oh which he was allowed to' ' Tw ^d gentleman was hot ^tisfied of f^s . ■ 

use It ;so tbit it verbatim a copy pf the son’s; ihtegi^y by this decliiratiou ; beijjgna- > 
original. As tli^e^rciseb were always de- ghneroiis dispp^^^^ hi^ly pw-/ 

Jiveied in a heapihd^cribcd with the beVeiid j posaesned to fevoiir hwd. 
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chained at the unproh;iisin'g appeattincc of 
iiiH.heir, he suspected that Fathom was. over- 
. awed by the fear of giving offence, and that, 
notwithstanding what he hud said, the case 
realiy stood as it had been represented. In 
this persuasion, he earnestly exhorted his son 
to resist and combat with any impulse he 
might feel within himself, tending to selhsh- 
ness, fraud, or imposition ; to encourage 
eveiy sentiment of candour and benevolence; 
and to tehave with moderation and affability 
to all his fellow-creatures. He laid upon 
him strong injunctions, not without a mixture 
of threats, to consider Fathom as the object 
of his peculiar regard; to respect him as the 
son of the count’s preserver, os a Briton, a 
stranger, and, above all, a helpless orphan, 
to whom the rights of hospitality were 
doubly due. 

Such admonitions were not lost upon the 
youth, who, under the rough husk of his per- 
sonal exhibition, possessed a large share of 
^nerous sensibility ; without any formal pro- 
iessions to his father, he resolved to govern 
< himself according to His remonstrances ; and, 
far from conceiving the least spark of ani- 
mosity against Fathom, he looked upon the 
j)oor boy as the innocent cause of his dis- 
grace, and redoubled his kindness towards 
him, that his honour might never again bo 
called in question upon the same subject. 
.Nothing is more liable to misconstruction 
than an act of uncommon generosity ; one 
half of the world mistake the motive, from 
want of ideas to conceive an instance of bene- 
ficcnco that soars so high above the level of 
their own sentiments ; and the rest suspect 
it of something sinister or selhsh, from the 
suggestions of their own sordid and vicious 
inclinations. The young count subjected 
himself to such misinterpretation, among 
those who observed the increased warmth of 
cuvility and complaisance in his behaviour to 
Ferdinand ; they ascribed it to his desire of 
still profiting by our adventurer’s superior 
talents, by which ^ alone Hiey supposed him 
enabled to maintain any degree of reputation 
at school;. or to the^fear of being convicted 
by him of some misdemeanour of which he 
know himself guilty. Those suspicions 
were not efface by the conduct of Ferdi- 
nand, who, when examined on the subject; 
managed his answers in such a manner ae 
confirmed their conjectures, while he preten- 
ded to Tcfiite them» and at the same time 
acquired to himself credit for his extraordi- 
nary discretion pnd self-denial. 

If he exhibited such a proof of sagacity in 
- the twelfth year of his age, what miglit>hol 
be expected! from bis finesse in the maturity 
' of his fiiQulties and experience 1 . Thus se- 
cured in the good graces of the whole fbniily, 

^ be saw the days of. his pueriUty glide along 
^'in the most ai^eeable elapse of caresses anq 
' amusement He never ftMy phni|^ . iiito 
, thd atriram of school jducatmn,hbt,^ 


ing on the surface, imbibed a small tincture 
of those different sciences which his master 
pretended to teach ; in short, he resembled 
those vagrant swallows that skim along the 
level of some pool or river, without venturing 
to wet one feather in their wings, except in 
the accidental pursuit of an inconsiderable 
fly. Yet, though his capacity or inclination'; 
was unsuited for studies of this kind, he did 
not fail to manifest a perfect genius in the 
acquisition of other more profitable arts. 
Over and above the accomplishments of 
address, for which he hath been already cele- 
brated, he excelled all his fellows in his dex- 
terity at fives and billiards ; was altogether 
unrivalled in his skill at draughts and back- 

f ammon ; began, even at these years, to un- 
erstand the moves and schemes of chess : 
and made himself a mere adept in the mys- 
tery of cards, which he learned in the course 
of bis assiduities and attention to the females 
of the house. 


CHAPTER VI. 

He meditates schemes of importa^ice. 

It was in these parties that he attracted 
the notice and friendship of his patron’s 
daughter, a girl by two years older than him- 
self, who was not insensible to his qualifica<» 
tions, and Ipoked upon him with the most 
favourable eyes of prepossession. Whether 
or not he at this period of his life began to 
project plans for availing himself of her ■ 
susceptibility, is untertain ; but, without all 
doubt, he cultivated her esteem with as obse- 
quious and submissive attention as if he had 
already formed the design, which, in his ad- 
vanced age, he attempted to put in execution. 

Divers circumstances conspired to promote 
him in the favour of this young lady; the 
greenness of his years secured him from any 
appearance of fallacious aim ; so that he was 
indulged in frequent opportunities ofeonyers- 
ing with his young mistress, whose parents 
encouraged this communication, by- which 
they hoped she would improve in speaking 
the language of her father. Such connex- 
ions natvndly produce intimacy and friend- 
ship, Fathom’s person was agreeable, his 
• talents calculated for the meridian of those, 
p^ies, and his manners so engagiiig, that 
thet^e would have been no* just subject for 
Wondeii had he, made an impression upon 
the tei^der unexperienced heart of Madeinoi- 
selle 4e He}vil, whose beauty wae not so 
a&racUv^,a9 to extinguish his hope, in rais- 
mg iip a number of formidable rivals; though 
her exp^mtions of fortune were such as 
coniponly lend additional lustre to personal 
merit .. . . 

All thjsse . epnsideratrons were many 
ate|;a to^arard^ the success of Ferdinand^s 
pret^^i^V and. though he cannot be sqi>- 
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posed to have perceived them at first, he in I with an ironical air, that he was now too 
the sequel seemed perfectly well apprised of much of a man to be entertained with such 
his advantages, and used them to the full ex-' efTeminate diversions: but her rcprools were 
tent of Jiis faculties. Observing' ’ that she pronounced with too much ease and good 
delighted in music, he betook himself to the humour to be agreeable to our boro, who 
study of that art, and, by dint of application * desired to see her ruffled and chagrined at his 
and a tolerable car, learned of himself to ac- absence, and to hear himself rebuked with an 
company her with a German flute, while she angry affectation of disdaiiK This effort, 
sung and played upon the harpsichord. The tlicrefore, ho reinforced with the most capti- 
count, seeing his inclination, and the progress vating carriage he- could assume, in those 
he had made, resolved that his capacity hours which he now so sparingly bestowed 
should not be lost for want of cultivation; and upon his mistress : he regaled her with all the 
accordingly provided him with a master, by entertaining stories ho couldiearn orinirent, 
whom ho was instructed in the principles of particularly such as ho tbonght would iuslify 
the art, and soon became a proficient in play- and recommend the levelling power of love, 
iuff upon the violin. that knows no distinctions of fortune. He . 

In the practice of these improvements and sung nothing but tender airs and passionate 
avocations, and in attendance upon his young complaints, composed by desponding or des- 
master, whom he took care never to disoblige pairing swains ; and, to render his perfbrrnan- 
or neglect, he attained to the age of sixteen, cee of this kind the more pathetic, interlarded 
without feeling the least abatement in the them with some seasonable sighs, while the 
friendship ana generosity of those upon tears, whioh he had ever at command, stood ' 
whom he depended; but, on the contrary^ re- collected in either eye. 
oeiving every day fresh marks of their bounty It was impossible for her to overlook such 

.and regard. Ho had before this time been studied emotions : she in a jocose manner 
emit with the ambition of making a conquest taxed him with having lost his heart, rallied 
of the young lady’s heart, and foresaw mani' the excess of his passion, and in a merry 
fold advanta^s to himself in becoming son- strain undertook to bean advocate for It is 
in-law to Count Melvil, who, ho never love. Her behaviour was still wide of his 
doubted, would soon be reconciled to the wish and expectation : ho thought she would, 
nntcli, if once it could be effectuated without in consequence of her discovery, have bc- 
Jiis knowledge. Although he thou^t he had trayed* some interested symptom; that her 
groat reason to believe that madomoiselle face would have nniergono some favourahhi 
.looked upon him with an eye* of peculiar suffusion; that her toiiguo would have fal- 
fiyour, his disposition was happily tempered tered. her breast heaved, and her whole de- 
vyith an ingredient of caution, that hindered portment betokened iniemal agitation and 
him from acting with precipitation, and he disorder ; in which case, he meant to profit 
had discern^ in the young lady’s deportment by the happy impression, and declare himself; 
certain indications of loff incss and pride, before she could possibly recollect the dictateK 
which kept him in the utmost vigilance and of her pride- Baffled, howover, in his endear 
circiim.*«poction ; for he knew, that, by a pre- vours, by the serenity of the voung lady, 
mature declaration he should run the risk of which he still deemed equivoca). he had re- 
forfeiting all the advantages he had gained, coiirse to another experiment, by which he 
and blasting those expectations ' that now believed he should inake a discovery of her 
blossomed so gaily in his heart, ^ sentiments beyond all possibility of doubt. 

Restricted by these rcfiectious, he acted One day, while he accompanied mademoiselle 
at a wary distance, and determined to proceed in her exercise of music, he pretended, all 
by the metliqd of sap; and, summoning ail of a sudden to be taken ill, and coiinterfeitod 
his artifice and attraction to his aid, cm- a swoon iii her apartment. Snrprisetl at 
ployed them under the insidious cover of this accident, she screamed aloud, but far 
profound respect, in order to undermine from running to his assistance, with the 
those bulwarks of haughtiness or discretion, transports and distraction of a lover, she 
which otherwise, might have rendered his ordered her maid, who was present, to sup- ,, 
approaches to impracticable. With a port his head, and went in person to call for 
; ‘viw to enhance the valqc of his company, more help; he was accordingly removed 
sound her sentiments at the same time. Ins own chamber, where, willing to be sfcill 
he became more reserved than usual, and more', certified of lier inclinations; he pro* 
seldom enj^jCd in Iiot parties of music and longed tlve fitrce, and lay groaning undeir the 
cards ; J:et; in me midst of his reserye, he pretence ofa severe fever, 
never foiled iO those demonstrations of reve* The whbl^fetfiily was alarmed upon this ' • 
rence and tegara, which he knew perfectly occasion i foH ®s we have already observed,- . 
well how ip express, but devised such ex- he whs rOn tuifiversal fovourite. He was im- 
cuses for his abSe^, as slie could npt help medfetely tisited by the old count ah4 his 
admitting, In coh^quence of this affected iad^;' who expressed the utmost concern. at-' 
shyness, she more thw once gently chid him his ordered him to be ca^fully at. . ' 

for hw neglect imd rpidi^ observing, [tendediaad sent: , 



ADVEflttrRES Or -PEfeDINAND COtlP^T ^ 881 

, — «’» — — , — . '. . 

of time. ' The youn^ ^ntleman . wotdd Fathom. She had in g^d e0b&1oD|r eighed 
scarce stir from his b^siaCy, where he imh> in secret, under the powerfni ini^ence of his < 
istered unto him with alt the demonstrations channs, and practised upon him. afl those: ^ 
of brotherly affection ; and miss escorted him little arts, by which a woman 4 ^jves ' 

, to keep up his spirits, with many express- attract the admiration, arid ensnare the heart' 
ions of unreserved sympathy and regard; of a man she loves: but all his faculties were-. 

. nevertheless, he saw nothing in her ^ha- employed upbn the plkh whicii lie had already ' 
viourbut what might be naturaUy expected projected; that was the goal of his who|e j 
!/ from common friendship, and a compassion-, attention, to which all his measures tended; . 

> ' ate disposition, and was very much rnortiffed and whether or not he perceived the 
at his disappointment. pression he had ihade upon Teresa, he never> 

^ . Whether the miscarriage actually affected gave her the least reason to believe he wab’ « 
his constitution, or the doctor happened to conscious of his victo^, until he found himv i 
^ be mistaken in bis diagnostics, we shall not seif baffled in. his design upon the heart of \ 
protend to determine; but the patient was cer- her , mistress. She therefore persevered in' ! 
tainly treated secundum artem, and alKhts her distant attempts to allure him, with the 
complaints in a little time realized ; for the usuid coquetries of dress and address ; and in 
. physician, like a true graduate, had an eye to the sweet hope of profiting by Iris suscepti- 
the apothecaiy in his prescriptions ; and such bility, miade ^ifr to suppress her feelings. 
Was the concern and scrupulous care, with and Wp her passion within bounds, until 
^ which our hero was attended, that the orders his supposed danger alarmed her fears, and 
' of the faculty were performed with the utmost raised such a'tumult within her breast, that 
punctuality. He was blooded, vomited, slie could no longer conceal her love, but 
purged, and blistered, in the usual forms (for gave a loose to lier sorrow in the most imi 
the physicians of Hungary are generally as moderate expressions of anguish and afflic- 
well skilled in the arts of their occupation tion, and, while his delirium lasted, behaved 
as any other leeches under the sun), and with all the agitation of a despairing shep- ‘ 
swallowed a wholo dispensary of boluses, herdess. 

draughts,' and apozems, by wJiich means he Ferdinand was, or pretended to be, the 
becariie foirly delirious in three days, and last person in the family who understood the 
so untractable, that he could be no longer situation of her thoughts: when ho perceived 
' man^d according to rule ; otherwise, in all her passion, ho entered into deliberation 
likelihood, the world would never have en- with himself, and tasked his reflection and 
joyed the benefft of these adventures. In foresight, iif order to discover how best he 
short, his constitution, though unable to cope might convert this conquest to his own ad- 
with two such formidabfo antagonists as tlio vantage. Hero, then, that we may neglect 
doctor and the disease he had conjured up, no opportunity of doing justice to our hero, 
w as no sooner rid of the one, than it easily it will be proper to observe, that howsoever 
got the better of the other; and though unapt bis understanding might be to receive 
Ferdinand, after all, found his grand aim and retain the usual culture of the schools, 
•unaccomplished, his malady was productive he was naturally a genius self-taught in point 
of a consequence, which, though he had not of sagacity and invention. He dived into 
foreseen it, he did not fail to convert to his the characters of mankind, with a penetra- 
own use and advantage. , ‘ tion peculiar to himself,, and, had no been 

admitted as a pupil in any political academy,, 
would have certainly Iiecome one of the 
CHAPTER VII. ablest statesmen in Europe. 

Having revolved all tne probable consO' 
J^ngaige^ in partnership with a female quences of such a connexion, he determined' 
associate f in order to put his talents in to prosecute an amour with the kdy whose ; 
action. " affection he bad subdued, because he hoped 

to interest imr as an auxiliary in his' grand 
WHiu: Mie displayed hlS qualifications Ifr scheine upon mademoiselle, which he did not 
' order t6 entrap the heart of his young mis* ds yet think proper lay aside; for he was 
tr^ss, he had unwittingly enslaved the afibo* riot q^orc; ambitious in the plan than inde- 
tions of her maid. This attendant was also foti^ld in the prosecution' of it.' He knew 
a favourite olP the young lady, and, though it would be impoasiblfi to execute his aims 
her senior by two or three good years at least, ’ Upon Iheccrimt'e daugliter . under the eye of '■ 
unquestionably her superior in point of Te^a,. Whose natural discernment would be ; 

sonal beauty ; she moreover possessed a gipd whl^ted- with jealousy, and who would watch \ ; 
stuck of cuntung and disceroment, and w^ j his^onduct# and thwart bis progress, with all^ 

, furnished by nature with .a very an30«n»| the, v^ilbriee and spite' of a slighted maiden, 
comjdfexidn. These circuhlstarices beirig OS thft other ISarid, he did not doubt of being ^ 
premised, the reader will not he surprise & able; ^ fier ovqr to his interest by the *. 
nridhersmitten by those hilil'.ftlready gained, or might 

" iiiens which we Imve celehiathd in oyer her pmsIoobi; > 
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which case she would efibctually espouse his Having^ thus inflamed her love of pleasuie. . 
cause, and employ- her good offices with her and curiosity, he with great caution hinted 
mistress in his behalf: besides, he was in- his design upon the youi^. lady's fortune; 
diiccd by another motive, whii&h, though and, perceivii^ her listening with the most . 
secondary, did not &il in this case to have greedy attention, and perfectly ripo for tlie 
an eflect upon his detcrjtnination. He looked conspiracy, he disclosed his intention at full . 
upon Teresa with the eyes of appetite, which length, assuring her, with the most solemn . 
he longed to gratify ; for he was hot at all protestations of love and attachments that, 
dead to the instigations of the flesh, though -could he once make himself legal possessor 
he had philosophy enough to resist them, of an estate which madetnoiselje inherited by 
when he thought they interfered with his the w*ill of a deceased aunt, bis dear Teresa 
interest. Here the case was quite different: should reap the happy fruits of his affiuoncCr 
his desire happened to be upon the side of and wholly engross his time and attention^. , 
his advantage, and, therefore, resolving to Such a base declaration . our hero would 
indulge it, he no sooner found -himself in a not have ventured to make, had he not ini- 
condition to manage such an adventure, than plicitly believed the damsel was as great a 
he began to make gradual advances in point latitudinarian as himself in point of morals 
of warmth and particular complacency to the and principle, and been weu assureidf that, 
love-sick maid. though he should be mistaken in her way of 

He first of all thanked her, in the most thinking, so far as to be threatened with a 
grateful terms, fbr the concern she had mani- detection of bis purpose, be would alw^a 
msted at his distemper, and the kind services have it in his power to refute her accusation 
he had received from her during the course as mere calumny, by the character he had 
of it; he treated her upon all occasions with hitherto maintained and the circumspection 
unusual affability and regard, assiduously of his future conduct, 
courted her acquaintance and conversation, He seldom or never erred in his observa- 
and contracted an intimacy that in a little lions on the human heart. Teresa, instead 
time produced a declaration of love. ' Al- of disapproving, relished the plan in general, 
though hej heart was too much entendered to with demonstrations of singular satisfaction ; 
hold out against all the forms of assault, far she at once conceived all the advantageous 
from yielding at discretion, she ^tood upon consequences of such a scheme, and per- 
honourable terms with great obstinacy of ccived *in it only one flaw, which, however, 
punctilio, and, while she owned he was mas- she did not think incurable. This defect was 
ter of her inclinations, gave him to under- no other than a sufficient bond of union, by 
stand, with a peremptory and resolute air, which they might be effectually tied down to 
that he should never make a conquest of her their mutual interest. S\io foresaw, that, in 
viitue ; observing, that, if«the passion he pro- case Ferdinand should obtain possession of 
fessed was genuine, ho would not scniple to the prize, he might with groat ease deny 
give such a proof of it as would at once con- their contract, and disavow her claim of par> 
vince her of his sincerity : and that he could ticipation. She therefore demanded security, 
have no just cause to refuse her that satisfac- and proposefl, as a preliminary of the agree- 
tion, she being his equal in point of birth and ment, that he should privately take her to 
situation ; for, if he was the companion and, wife, with a view to dispel all her appreben- 
favourite of the young count, she was the sions of his inconstancy or deceit, as such a 
firiend and confidant of mademoiselle. previous engagement would be a check upon 

He acknowledged the strengthof horargu- bis behaviour, and keep him strictly to the 
ment, and that her condescension was greater letter of their contract. < > # 

than his deserts, but objected agninst the He eould not help subscribing to thb right- 
proposal, as infinitely prejudicial to tho for- eousnesa of this proposal, which, nevorthe- 
tunes of them both, lie represented the state less, he would have willingly waved, on the, 
of dependence in which they mutually stood ; supposition , that they coi^ not possibly bo 
. their utter incapacity to support one another joined dn' the bands of wedlock with suqh 
under the consequences of a precipitate secrecy as the nature of the case absolutely 
i match, clandestinely inade^ without the con- required. - This would liave been a difficulty 
i sent and concurrence of their patrons : he soon remoredy had the scene of tho transac- 
4isplayed, with great eloquence, all those tion t>oen laid in the metropolis of England, 
"gay expectation*^ t..^ had resson to enter- where passengers are plied in the streets by . 
tain, eminent degree of faybur clergymen, who prostitute their dbaracters 

whkih th^-lmd already socured in the fiunily; and conscience for hire, in defiance of all 
and set'mrth, ii^the most alluring colours, decency law; but in the kingdom of 
those edehajstiog sce,aes of pleasure . they Hongaiyy ecclesiastics are more scrupulous 
might enjoy ih^eacb other, without that dls- in tne„ea|orcise of their function, and the . 
agreeable consjfsidtmness of a nuptial chain, Was, or supposed to be, altogetl^r 

provided. she would be. his associate in the msurmoontabto; so that they were raid to- 
execution of a plan winch he bad projected have reopurse to an^p^dient, with wWcIh 
for their reciprocal cemyentence. after isPnib hesitation, bur she-fadventmeC was . 
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satistted. They joined hands in the sight of 
111 aven» which they called to witncf*b» and to 
judge the sincerity of their vows, and en» 
gaged, m a voluntary oaih, to confiim their 
union by the sanction of tho church, when* 
ever a convenient opportunity for so doing 
should occur 

The scruples of Teresa being thus re- 
/ moved, she admitted Ferdinand to the privi* 
legcb of a husband, which he enjoyed in 
btolen interviews, and readily undertook to 
exert her whole power in promoting his suit 
with her young mistress, because she now 
t onsidf red hib interest as inbeparably con* 
nocted with her own Surely notliing could 
bo more absurd or prepobterous than the 
articles of this covenant, which she insisted 
upon with such inflexibility How could < 9 he 
suppose that her pretended lover would be 
fcbtraincd by an oath, when the very occa- 
bion of incurring it was an intention to act in 
violation of all laws humane and divine and 
yet such ridiculous conjuration is commonly 
the coment of every conspiracy, how dark, 
how treacherous, how impious, sooner it may 
Ic a certain sign that there die some re- 
mains of religion Uft in the human mind, 
even aficT every moral sentiment hath aban- 
doned it , and that the most execrable nifllan 
findb means to quiet the suggeations of hib 
conscience by some reversionary hope of 
heaven’s forgiveness 


CHAPTER Vni 

Tkeir fiist attempt f with a digression 
which some readers may think tmper^ 
tinent 


Be tins as it will, our lovers, though real 
voluptuaries, amidst the first transports of 
tiicir enjoyment, did not neglect the great 
political aim of their conjunction Teresa’s 
bed-chamber, to which our hero constantlv 
repaired at midnight, was the scene of their 
dclifferations , and there it Was determined 
that the damsel, in order to avoid suspicion, 
should feign herself imtated at the indiffer* 
r nee of Ferdinand, her passion for whom was 
by this time no secret in the fkiAily, and 
that, with a view to countenance this affecta- 
tiony he should upon all occasions treat her i 
w ilh an air of loftiness and disdain 
So screened from all imputation of fruudr 
she was ftirnisbed Inr him with artful instruct 
tiona how to sound the inclinations of her 
jOung imstressy how to recommend his mr- 
son and quali6<«tions by the sure methods 
of contradiction, comparisons, revihngs, and 
reproach, how to watch the paroxysms of 
her disposition, inflame her passions, and 


frailty, from which no woman is exempted- 
In short, this consummate politician taught 
hiS agent to poison the young lady’s mind 


m 

with insidious conversatjon, tending to in> 
spire her with the love of guilty pleasure, to 
debauch iior sentiments, and confound her 
ideas of digni^ and virtue After alh the 
task 18 not difficult to lead tJie unpractised 
heart astray by dint of those opportunities 
her seducer possessed The seeds of insinua- 
tion seasonably sown upon the warm luxu- 
riant soil of youth, could hardly fail of shooting 
up into such intemperate desires as ho wanted 
to produce, especially when cultured and 
cherished in her unguarded hours by that 
stimulating discourse which fainiliarily ad- 
mits, and the looser passions, ingrafted in 
every breast, are apt to relish and excuse 

Fathom had previously reconnoitiod tho 
ground, and discovered some marks ot in flam- 
mability in mademoiselle’s constitution , her 
beauty was not sue h as to engage her in those 
gaieties of amusement which could flatter 
her vanity and dissipate hc>r ideas and she 
was of an age when the little loves and young 
desires take possession of the fancy , he there- 
fore concluded, that she had the more lDl^ure 
to indulge those enticing images of pleasure 
that youth never finis to create, parlirularly 
m those who, like her, were addicted to soli- 
tude and study 

Teresa, full fraught with the wily injunc- 
tions of her confcderale, took the field, and 
opened the campaign with such remarkable 
sourness in her aspect when Ferdinand ap- 
peared, that ^her young lady could not help 
taking notice of her affected chagrin, and 
asked the reason of such apparent alteration 
in her way of thinking Prepared for this 
question, the other Be[nied, in a manner cal- 
culated forgiving mademoiselle to understand, 
that, whatever impressions Ferdinand might 
have formerly made on her heart, they wore 
now altogether effaced by the pride and in- 
solence with which he had received he r ad- 
vances , and that her breast now glowed with 
all the revenge of a slighted lover 

To evince the sincerity of this declaration, 
she bitterly inveighed against him, and even 
affected to depreciate those talents in which 
she knew his chief merit to consist, hoping, 
by these means, to interest madentoiselle^s 
candour m his defence So far the tram 
succeeded , that young lady’s love for truth 
was offended at the calumnies that were 
vented against Ferdinand in his absence 
She chid her woman for the rancour of her 
remarks, and^ undertook to refute the articles 
of li]$ dispraise Terqsa supported her own 
assertions with great obstinacy, and a dispute 
ensued, in which her mistress was boated 
into some extravagant comincndations of our 
adventurer* 

Hib supposed enemy did not fail to make 
a report of her success, and to magnify every 
advnntnge they had gamed, belief mg, in good 
earnest, that her lady’s iv srmth was the effect 
of a real possian fer the fortunate Mr Fathom ; 
imt be htmsolf viewed tho adventure m a dif.^ 
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forent light, and rightly ini}>uted the violence 
of rnademoibcllc’s behaviour to the contra- 
diction blie had sustained from her maid, or 
to the fire of her natural generosity glowing 
in behalf of innocence traduced. Neverthe- 
less, he woe perfectly well pleased with the 
nature of the contest, because, in the course 
of buch debates, he foresaw that he should 
become habitually her hero, and that in time 
she would actually believe those exaggera- 
tions of his merit which eho herself had reign- 
ed, for the honour of her own arguments. 

This presage, founded upon that principle 
of self-respect without which no individual 
exists, may certainly be justified by manifold 
occurrences in life ; we ourselves have known 
a very pregnant example, which ‘wc shall 
relate, fbr tlie emolument of the reader. A 
certain needy author having found means to 
present a manuscript to one of those sons of 
fortune wlio arc dignified with the appellation 
of patrons, instead of reaping that applause 
and advantage with which he had regaled his 
fancy, had the mortification to find Ins per- 
formance treated with infinite irreverence 
and contempt : and, in high dudgeon and dis- 
appointment, appealed to the judgment of 
another critic, who, he knew^ no venera- 
tion fur the first. 

This common consolation, to which all 
hafHed authors have recourse, was productive 
of very happy consequences to our bard ; for, 
though the opinions of both judges concern- 
ing the piece were altogether the same, the 
latter, either out of compassion to the appel- 
lant, or desire of rendering his rival ridicu- 
lous in the eye of taste,* undertook to repair 
the misfortune, and in this manner executed 
the plan ; in a meeting of literati, to which 
both these wits belong^, ho who had espoused 
the poet's cause, having previously ucsirod 
another member to bring his composition on 
the carpet, no sooner heard it mentioned, 
than be began to censure it with flagrant 
murks of scorn, and, with an ironical air, 
looking at its first condemner, observed, that 
he must be furiously infected with the rage 
of patronizing, who could take such a 
plorabie performance into his protection. 
The sarcasm took eflbct. 

'fhe person against whom it was levelled 
taking umbrage at his presumption, assumed 
an aspect of disdain, and replied, with great 
animosity, that nothing was more easily sup- 
ported than the character of a Zoilus, be- 
cause n'> production was altogether free from 
blemishes, and a*,/ man m'^t pronounce 
against any piece by the lump, without in- 
teresting bis own dif ct^rument ; but to per- 
ceive the beauties of a work, it was requisite 
to have learhiftg, judgment, and taste ; and 
therefore he did not wonder that the gentle- 
man had overlooked a great many m the 
composition which he so contemptuously 
descried. A rejoinder succeeded this reply, 
and produced a long train of altercation, in 


which the gentleman who had formerly treat- 
ed the book with such disrespect now pro- 
fessed himself its passionate admirer, and 
held forth in praise of it with great warmth 
and elocution. 

Not contented with having exhibited this 
instance of regard, be next morning sent a 
message to the owner, importing, that he 
had but superficially glanced over the manu- 
script, and desiring the favour of perusing it 
a second time ; bein^ indulged in this request, 
he recommended it m terms of rapture to all 
his friends and dependents, and by dint of 
unwearied solicitation, procured a very ample 
subscription for the author. 

But to resume the thread of our story : — 
Teresa's practices were not confined to sim- 
ple defamation ; her reproaches were con- 
trived so as to imply some iniellig^nco in 
fovour of the person she reviled. In exem- 
plifj'itig his pertness and arrogance, she re- 
peated his witty repartee; on pretence of 
blaming his ferocity, she recounted proofs of 
his spirit and prowess ; and, in explaining the 
source of his vanity, gove lier mistress to 
understand, that a certain young lady of fash- 
ion was said to be enamoured of his person. 
Nor did this well-instructed under&trnpper 
omit those other parts of her cue which the 
principal judged necessary for the furthernnre 
of his scheme. Her conversation became 
less guarded, and took a freer turn than usual ; 
she seized all opportunities of introducing 
little amorous stones, the greatest part of 
which were invented for the purposes of 
warming her passions, and lowenng the price 
of chastity in her esteem ; for she represented 
all the young ladies, contemporaries in point 
of age and situation, as so many sensualists, 
who, without scruple, indulged themselves m 
the stolen pleasures of youth. 

Meanwhile Ferdinand seconded these en- 
deavours with his whole industry and address : 
he redoubled, if possible, his dcfcronce and 
respect, whetting his assiduity to the keenest 
edge of attention ; and, in short, regulated 
bis dress, conversation, and deportment!, ac- 
cording to the fancy, turn, and prevailing 
humour, of his young mistress, lie more- 
over attempted to profit by her curiosity, 
which be knew to be truly feminine ; and 
having culled from the library of his patron 
certain dangerous books, calculated to de- 
bauch the minds of young people, left them 
occasionally upon the table in his apartment, 
after having directed Teresa to pick them up, 
as if by accident, in his absence, and carry 
them off for the entertainme4it of made- 
moiselle; nayt this crafty projector found 
means to ftirhiah his associate with some mis- 
chievous preparations, which were mingled in 
her choomate, tea, or coffee, as provocations 
to warm her constitution ; yet all these ma- 
chinations, ingenious as thejf wore, failed 
not only in fulfilling their aim, but even in 
shaking the foundations of her virtue pride. 
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which stood their assaults un moved » like a 
strongs tower built upon a rock, impregnable 
to all the tempestuous blasts of heaven. 

Not but that the conspirators were more 
than once mistaken in the effects of their 
artifices^ and disposed to applaud themselves 
on the progress they had made. , When at 
any time she expressed a desire to examine 
those performances which were laid before 
her ^ as snares to entrap her chastity, they 
attributed that, which was no other than cu- 
riosity, to a looseness olsentiment ; and when 
she discovered no aversion to hear those 
anecdotes concerning the frailty of her neigh- 
bours, th^ imputed to abatement of chastity 
that satisfaction which was the result of seli- 
congratulation on her own superior virtue. 

So far did the treacherous accomplice of 
Fathom presume upon these misconstruc- 
tions, that she at length divested her tongue 
of all restraint, and behaved in such a man- 
ner, that the young lady, confounded and 
incensed at her indecency and impudence, 
rebuked her with great severity, and com- 
manded her to reform her discourse, on pain 
of being dismissed with disgrace from her 
service. 


CHAPTER IX. 

The confederutes change their hatter^, and 
achieve a remarkable adventure. 

Thunderstruck at this disappointment, the 
confederates held a council, in order to de^ 
liberate upon the ne)ct measures that should 
be taken; and Ferdinand, for the present, 
despairing of accomplishing his grand aim, 
resolved to profit in another manner, by the 
convcniency of his situation. He represented 
to his help-mate, that it would be prudent for 
them to make hay while the sun shone, as 
their connexion might be sooner or later dis- 
covered, and an end put to all those oppor- 
tunities which they liow so happily enjoyed. 
All principles of morality had been already 
■excluded from their former plan ; consequently 
he found it an easy task to interest Teresa 
in any other scheme tending to their mutual 
advantage, howsoever wicked and perfidious 
It 'might be. He therefore persuaded her to 
be liis auxiliary in defrauding mademoiselle 
at play, and gave her suitable directions for 
that purpose ; arid even tutored her how to 
abuse the trust reposed in her, by embezzling 
the young Iady*s effects, without incuTrinff 
the euspimori of dishonesty. • t 

On the supposition that every servant ‘in 
the house was not able to resist such .tempta- 
tion, the purse of her mistress (to which the 
maid had always access) w^. dropped in a 
passa^ which the domestics' had occasion to 
frequent, and Fathom posted himself in a 
convenient place, in order to <^i»erve the 
effect of his stratum. Here he Was hot 
2 Y 


disappointed in his conjecture- The first , 
person who chanced to pass that was 
one of the chambermaids, with whom Teresa 
had lived for some time in a state of invOte^ 
rate enmity, because the wench had failed in 
that homage and respect which was paid to 
lier by the rest of the servants. 

Ferdinand had in his heart espoused the . 
quarrel of his associate, aud longed for an 
occasion to deliver Jicr from the malicious, 
observance of such an antagonist : when he, 
therefore, saw her approach, his heart tlirob- 
bed with joyful expectations ; but, when she 
snatched up the purse, and thrust it into her 
bosom, wHn all the e^erness and confusion 
of one determined to appropriate the windfall 
to her own use, his transports were altoge- 
ther un8peaka.ble. He traced her to her own 
apartment, whither she immediately retreated 
with gredt trepidation, and then communi- 
cated the discovery to Teresa, together with 
instructions how to behave in the semiel. 

In conformity witii these lessons, mie took 
the first opportunity of going to madomoiBclle 
and demanding money for some necessary 
expense, that the loss might be known before 
the finder could have leisure to make any 
fresh conveyance of the prize ; aud. in the 
mean time, Ferdinand kept a strict eye upon 
the motions of the chambermaid . The young 
lady, having rummaged her pockets in vain, 
expressed some surprise at the loss of her 
purse, upon ^'hich her attendant gave indica- 
tions of extreme amazement and concern; 
she said it could not possibly be lost ; en- 
treated her to search her escritoir, while she 
herself ran about the room, prying into every 
corner, with all the symptoms of fear and 
distraction. Having made this unsuccessful 
inqui^, she pretended to shed a flood of tears, 
bewailing her own fate, in being near the 
person of any lady who met with such a mis- 
fortune, by which, she observed, her charac- 
ter might be called in qi^estion : she produced 
her own' keys, and begged, upon her knees, 
that her chamber and boxes might be searched 
without delay. 

In a word, she demeaned herself so artfully 
upon this occasion, that her mistress, who 
never entertained the least doubt of her in- 
tOfirrity, now looked upon her os a miracle of 
fidelity and attachment, and was at infinite 
^tna to console her for the accident which 
had happened; protesting that, for her own 
part, the loss of the money should never 
affect her with a moment’s uneasiness, if she 
cMDuId retrieve a certath which she had 

Idng kept in her purs^ as a remembrance of 
her deceased aunt, fh)m whom she received 
it in a present. 

^ Fi^om entered accidentally, in the midst 
of this well-acted scene, and, perceiving the 
a^^tatiph of the i^aidj and the concern of the 
.miejtrein, d^ired, in a respectful manner, to 
knovi^ cause ' of their disorder. Before 

the Irpting |ady had time to make him acf 
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qtiaiuted with the eircUmsUnc^ of th^ case, deal ingenuously, she should have no cause 
his accomplice exclaimed, in an aKected pass- to repent of hor confession. So saying, she 
]on,— Mr Fathom, my lady has lost her desired our adventurer to take the tronhle of 
purse; add os no personam the family are so calling up some Of the men-servants; upon 
much about her as you and 1, you mtfst give which the conscious criminal began to trem. 
me leave, m my own justification, to insist ble, and, fiilhng upon her knees, acknow- 
upoii madomoiselle's ordering the apa^ments ledgod her guilt, and implored the forgiveness 
of us both to be searched without loss of time; of her young mistress, 
here afO my pockets and my keys, ai^d you Teresa, seizing this occasion to Signalize 
can^ scrupm to give her the same satisrac.. her generosity, jomed in the roquesl, and tlie 
tion; Jfbr innocence has nothing to fear.” offender was pardoned, after having restored 

Mies Melvil reprimanded her sharply for the purse, and promHed, in the sight qf Ilea* 
her untnanoerly zeal; and Ferdinand, eyeing ven, that the devil should never 
Imrlvith a look of disdain,—** Madam,” earn her to the commission of such a ciif^e. 
he, ** I approve of your proposal; but, before This adventure fully answered all the pur*' 
1 undergo such mortification, 1 would advise poses of our politician; it established the 
mademoiselle to snl^ct the two chamber- opinion of his fellow-labourer’s virtue, bc- 
maids to such inquiry; os they also have ac- yond the power of accident or information to 
cess to the apartments, and are, I apprOliend, shake, and set up a false beacon to mislead 
as likely as you or I to behave in ibuch a the sentiments of mader^oisclle, in case she 
scandalous manner.” should for the fiiture meet with the like mifa- 

The young la^ declared that she was too fortune, 
well satisfied of Teresa’s honesty and Ferdi- 
naniPs honour, to harbour the least suspicion 

of either, and that she would sooner die than CH APTEU X« 

disgrace them so far as to comply with tlie 

proposal tlie former had made; hut as she They proceed to levy contributions with 
saw jDo ^season fbr exempting inlfenor ser- greatsuecesSf until our Aero sets out with 
vanta from that examination which Fathom the young count for Vienna, where he 
advised, she woidd forthwith put it m execu- enters into league with another ath en- 
tion. The chambermaids being accordingly turer. 

Summoned, she calmly asked if either of 

them had accidontally Ibund t^e purse she Ukobe this secure cover, Teresa levied 
had dropped? and both nmlying in the oega* contributions ujion her mistress with great 
five, she assumed an air of seventy and deter- success. Some trinket was missing every 
minatioii, and demanding their keys, throat- day, the young lady’s patience began to fad 
ened tO examine their tiuiiks on the instant, the fiuthful attendant was overwhelmed with 
The guilty Abigail, who, though an Hun- consternation, and with the appearance of 
gorian, was not inferior, in point of efiVun- extreme chagrin, demanded her disniissioii, 
tory, to any one of the sisterhood in England, affirming tliat tlicse things were certainly 
no sooner heard Ibis menace, than she efibeted by some person in the family, with 
affected an air of affronted mnocenco, a view of murdering her precious reputation 
thanked God she had lived in many rentable Miss Melvd, not Without difficulty, quieted 
families, and been trusted with untold gold, her vexation with gssiirances (»r inviolable 
but was never befbre suspected of theft; that confidence and esteem, until a pair of diamond 
the other maid might do as she should think eat-rmgs vanished, when Teiosa could no 
proper, and bo inean-spirited enough to let longer keep her affiiction within bodnds. 
her things be tumbipd topsy-turvy and ex*^ Iniroed this was an mnt of more ronsp- 
posed; but, fbr her own part, if she should bs quence than ail the rest whicli had happened, 
uBodtn that inhuman and disgracOfil] man- mrtho jetvels were valued at five hundred 
ncr, she would not Stay another ItoOr in the fionim, 

house; and m conclusion said, that mademoi- Mademoiserke was accordingly alarmed to 
selle had more reason to look sharp after such a degree, that she made her mother &c- 
those who enjoved the greatest bhare of her quatUlcd with her losf^, and that good ].idy, 
favour, than beUeve their malihians insinua- who was an excellent economist, did not fill 
tjone against 100*^01 people, whom they to give lodicatsons of extraordinary ronqern, 
were wdl knoav n to ante and defame. • udkoi nf her daughter had r£^)4 to 
This dqrlatation, implying an hinttp the auy individual m the ^f 

prejudice of Tf^resa, far nom diverting MiSs she was perfectly confident of Imo^ wo* 
Melvil frolu L iiarpose, served only to cn- man’s integrity] Upon wiiteh tnadenmiselle, 
banco the cWacter of the accused ih bar with tba^y^'encoimums on the fidelity and 
opinion, and fti Confirm her suspicion of the attaoh^nVof Teiesa, recounted the adven- 
accuser, of whom she again demanded her ture of the chambermaid, who iromedlately 
keys, protesting that, should she prove re- underwimt a stnet inquiry, and even 
ftactoiy, the count himself fihquld take cog- committed to pHkon, os the streng^ of her 
pisaace of tlie aflid'r, wtmas» If she womd former misdemeanour. Our ammturcr’s 
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mate insisted uiron undorgoiiigp the same trial Such a favourable introduction could not 
with the rest of the doineaticS) and as usual fail of being advantageous to a youth of Fcr- 
comprehended Fathom in her insinuation^; dinand’s specious accornplishments; for be 
while lie seconded the proposal, and privately was considered as tJie young count’s corn- 
counselled the old lady to introduce .Teresa panion, admitted into his parities, and included 
to the magistrate of the place. By these in all the entertainments to which Renaldo 
preconcerted recriminations, they escaped was invited. Ho soon distinguished himself 
all suspicion of collusion. After a fruitless by his activity and address, in the course of 
inquiry, the prisoner was discharged from her those exercises that were, taught at the aca- 
confineinent, turned out of the service demy of which he was pupil; his manners 
of the count, in whose private opinion the were so engaging as to attract the acquaint- 
character of no perspn suffered so much as auce of his fellow^students, and his conver- 
that of his own son, whom he suspected of sation being sprightly and inoffoiisivc, grew 
having embezzled the jewels for the use of into very great request; in a word, Imj and 
a certain inamorata, who, at that time, was the young count formed a remarkable con- 
said to Itave captivated his affections. trast, whicl^ in the eye of the world, 

The old gentleman felt upon this occasion redounded to his advantage, 
all that internal anguish which a man of They were certainly, in all respects, the 
honour may be supposed to sufler, on account reverse of each otlier. Renaldo, under a 
of a son’s degeneracy; and, without divulg- total defect of exterior cultivation, possessed 
ing his sentiments, or even hinting his a most excellent underetanduig, with every 
suspicions to Die youth himself, determined virtue that dignifies the human heart; while 
to detach him at once from such dangerous^ tlie other, beneath a most agreeabio outside, 
connexions, by sending him fbrthwitli to Vi- with on inaptitude and aversion to letters, 
enna, on pretence of finishing his exercises concealed an amazing fbnd of villainy and 
at the acaderriy, and ushering him into ac- ingratitude. Hitherto his observation had 
qnaintance with the great world. Though been confined to a narrow sphere, and his 
lie would not be thought by the young gon- reflections, .though surprisingly just and 
tleman himself to harbour tlio least doubt of acute, had not attmned to that maturity which 
his morixls, he did not scruple to unbosom age and experience give; but now, his per- 
hiraself on that subject to Ferdinand, whose ceptions began to be more distinct* and ex- 
sagacity and virtue he held in groat venera- tended to a thousand objects which liad never 
tion. This indulgent patron expifssed him- before come under his cognizance. ' 
self in the most pathetic terms, on the unto- He had fbnnerly imagined, but was now 
ward disposition of his son ; he told Fathom, fully persuaded, tliat the sons of men preyed 
that he should accompany Renaldo (that was upon one another, and such was th(» end and 
the youth’s name) not only as a companion, condition of their being. Among the prin- 
but a preceptor and pattern ; conjured him cipal figures of life, he observed few or no 
lo assist Ins tutor in superintending liis ooii- characters that did not bear a strong analogy 
duct, and to reinforce the governor’s precepts to the .ravage tyrants of the wood. One 
by his own example ; to inculcate upon him resembled a tiger in fury and rapaciousness; 
the most delicate punctilios of honour, and a second prowled iibout like an hungry wolfi 
decoy him into extravagance, rather than seeking whom he might devour; a third acted 
leave the least illiberal sentiment in his heart, the part of a jackal, in beating the hush for 
Our crafty adventurer, with deinonstra^ game tO hi« voracious employer; and a fourth 
tions of the utmost sensibility, acknowledged imitated the wily fox, in pnictisinga thou- 
1 lie great goodness of the count in reposing sand crafty ambtweades for the destruction 
confidence in his integrity: which, as be. of the ignorant and unwary. This last was 
observed, none but the worst of villains could the department ,of life for which he found 
abuse; and fervently wished that he might no himself beet quaiified by nature and inclina- 
longer exist, than he should continue to re- tion; and he accordingly resolved that his 
member and resent the obligations he owed talent should not rust in bis posscssioxi. He 
to his kind benefactor. While preparations woe already pretty well versed in all the 
were making for their departure, our hCrOl sciences of play; but he had every day occa- 
held a council with his associate, whom he eion to see thesci arts carried to such a sur- 
enriched with many sage instructions touefv,. prising pitch pf finesse and dexterity, as 
ing her future operations; he lU the same tiipe discouraged him from building his schemes 
disburdened her of all or the greatest part of on that foundation, 
the spoils she had won, and after having re- He therefore determined to fascinate the 
ceived divers marks of bounty from the count judgment, rather than the eiyes of his fellow- 
and his lady, together with a purse from his creatures, by a continual exercise of that 
young mistress, he set out for Vienna in the gift of deceiving, with which he knew him- 
eighteenth year of hisage, with Renaldo and self endued tqaix unriviEilIcd degree; and to 
his governor, who were provided with letters acquire ut)boonded influence wiui those who 
of recommendation to some of the count’s might be subservient to his interest, by an 
friends belonging to the imperial court. assiduous application to their prevmling pawr 



388 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 

ions. Not that pl^ was altogether left out the booty which you so unjustly got ; other- 
in the projection of his economy : though he wise I expect you will meet me upon the 
engaged Jiirnsclf very little in the executive ramparts, near the bastion de la Port Neuve, 
part of gaining, he had not been long in to-morrow morning at day-break, in order to 
Vienna, when ho entered into league with ^ justify, with your sword, the finesse you have 
genius of that kind, whom he distinguished practised upon the friend of 
among the pupils of the academy, and who ** Ferdinand de Fathom.’* 

indeed bad taken up his habitation in that The gamester no sooner received this in- 
place with a view to pillage the provincials timation, than, according to the plan which 
on their first arrival in town, before they had been preconcerted betwixt the author 
could be armed with proper circumspection and him, he went to the apartment of Re- 
to preserve their money, or have time to naldo, and presenting the sum of money 
dispose of it in any other shape. which he had defrauded him of the preceding 

Similar eharacters naturally attract each night, told him, with a stern countenance, 
Other, and people of our hero’s principles that though it was a just acquisition, he 
are, of all others, the most apt to distinguish scorned to avail himself of his good fortune 
their own likeness wheresoever it occurs; against any person who entertained the 
because they always keep the faculty of smallest doubt of his honour.^ 
discerning in full exertion. It was in con- The young count, surprised at tins address, 

sequence pf this mutual alertness, that Ferdi- rejected his offer with disdain, and desired to 
nand and the stranger, who was a native of know the meaning of such an unexpected 
Tyrol, perceived themselves reflected in the decltfration. Upon which the other produced 
dispositions of each other, and immediately Ferdinand’s billet, and threatened, in very 
entered into an ofibnsive and defensive alii- high terms, to meet the stripling according 
ance ; our adventurer undertaking for the to his invitation, and chastise him severely 
articles of intelligence, countenance, and for his presumption. The consequence of 
counsel, and his associate charging himself this explanation is obvious. Renaldo, im- 
with the risk of execution. puting the ofiiciousness of Fathom to the 

zeal of his friendship, interposed in the quar- 
rel, which was amicably compromised, not a 
CHAPTER XI. little to the honour of our adventurer, who 

thus obtained an opportunity of displaying 
Fathom makes various efforts in the world his courage and integrity, without the least 
of gallantry, , « hazard to his person ; while, at the same 

time, his confederate recommended himself 
Thus connected, they began to hunt in coo- to the esteem of the young count by his 
plos ; and Fathom, in order to profit by the spirited behaviour on this occasion ; so that 
aliiancewith a good grace, contrived a small Renaldo being less shy of his company for 
scheme that succeeded to his wish. .Renaldo the ihture, the Tyrolese had the fairer op. 
being one night intoxicated in the course of portunities to prosecute his designs upon the 
a merry-making with his fellow-pupiis, from young gentleman’s purse. 
wJiich Fathom had. purposely absented him- It would be almost superfluous to say, that 
self, was by the Tyrolese so artfully provoked these were not neglected. The son of Count 
to play, that he could not resist the tempta- Melvil was not deficient in point of penetra- 
tion, but engaged at pass-dice with that fell tion : but his whole study was at that time 
adversary, who, in loss than an hour, stripped engrossed by the care of his education, and 
liim of a pretty round sum. Next day; when he had sometimes recourse to play as tp an 
the young gentleman recovered the use of amusoment by which ho sought to unbend 
his recollection, he Was sensibly chagrined at the severity of his attention ; no wondor, 
the folly and precipitation of his own conduct, then, thht he fell a prey to an artful gamester, 
an account of which he communicated in who had been regularly trained to the pro- 
conhdcncc to our hero, with demonstrations fhssion; and made it the study of his 
of infinite shame and concern. life; especially as the Hungarian was re- 

' Ferdinand having moralized upon the sub- markabld for a warmth of teroper, whicli a 
ject with great sagacity,, and sharply in- knight of the post always knows how to 
voighed against the Tvroieso, fot the unfkir manage for his own advantage, 
advantage he had tal 8? retired to. his closet, In the course of these operations, Fathom 
and wrote , the following billM, which was was a very useful correspondent ; he instruct- 
immediatclV eept to his ally. ed the T^lese in the peculiarities of ]^- 

** The ooligatiens I, on^e, and the attach- naldo’s disposition, and made him acquainted 
ments 1 foel to the Comit de Melvil, will not with the proj^r Jasons for profiting by his 
suffer me to be idle spectator of the dexterity. [ Ferdinand, for example, who, by 
wrongs offered tO his son, in the dishonour- tbo authority derived to him from the injunc* 
able use, I understand, you .made last night tions of t^ old count, sometimes took upon 
of his unguarded hours ; I therefore insist himself the office of an adviser, cprniiiigly 
upon your making imme^te restitution of chose to counsel the son at those conjunctures 
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when he knew him least able to bear such mained, and resolved to translate into an 
expostulation. Advice improjpteriy adminis- humbler sphere that gfallautry which he had 
tered generally acts in diametrical opposition no longer opportunities of displaying in the 
to the purpose for which it is supposed to be world of rank and fashion, 
given ; at least this was the case with the 
young gentleman, who, inflamed by the re- 
proof of such a tutor, used to obey the die- CHAPTER XIL 

tales of his resentment, in an immediate re- 

petition of that conduct which our adventurer He effects a, lodgement in the house of a 
nad taken the liberty to disapprove ; and the' , * rich, jeweller. 

gamester was always at hand to minister 

unto his indignation. By these means he In consequence of this determination, he 
disincumbered of divers considerable re- to the uttermost exerted his good humour 
mittonces, with which bis father cheerfully among the few friends of consequence his 
supplied him, on the supposition that they fortune had left, and even carried his com- 
were spent with taste and liberality, under plaisance so ikr, as to become the humble 
the direction of our adventurer. servant of their pleasures, while he attempted 

But Ferdinand’s views were not confined to extei^d his acquaintance in an inferior patli 
to the narrow field of this alliance ; he at- of life, where he thought his talents would 
tempted divers enterprises in the world of shine more conspicuous than at the assem- 
gallantry, conscious of his own personal hlies of the great, and conduce more efiec- 
qualifications, and never doubting that he tually to the interest of all liis designs, 
could insinuate himself into the good graces Nor did he find himself disappointed in 
of some married lady about court, or lay an that expectation, sanguine as it was. lie 
opulent dowager under contribution. But he soon found means to be introduced to the 
met with an obstacle in his endeavours of house of a wealthy bourgeois, where every 
this kind, which all his art was unable to individual was charmed with his easy air and 
surmount. This was no other than the ob- extraordinar)' qualifications. He accommo- 
scurity of his birth, and the want of a title, dated himself surprisingly to the humours of 
without which no person in that country lays the whole family ; smoked tobacco, swallowed 
claim to the privileges of a gentleman. Had wine, and discoursed of stonos with tlie hus- 
hc foreseen this inconvenience, he might have band, who was a rich jeweller; sacrificed 
made shift to obviato the' consequences, by himself to the pride and loquacity of the wife; 
obtaining permission to appear in the cha- and plaved i\p6D the violin, and sung altor- 
racter of the count’s kinsman : though, in all Uately, for the amusement of his only daugh- 
probability, such an expedient would not have ter, a buxom lass, nearly of his own age, the 
been extremely, agreeable to the old gentle- fruit of a tbrraer marriage, 
man, who was very tenacious of the honour It was not long, before Ferdinand had rda- 
of his family ; nevertheless, his generosity son to copgratulate himself on the footing he 
might have been prevailed upon to indulge had gained in this society. He had expected 
Fathom with such a pretext, in considcraUon to find, and in a little time actually discovered, 
of the youth’s 'supposed attachment, and the that mutual jealousy and rancour which al- 
obligations for which he deemed himself in- most always subsist between a daughter and 
debted to his deceased mother. her stepdame, inflamed with aU the virulence 

True it is, Ferdinand, upon his first arrival of female emulation ; for the disparity in their 
at Vienna, had been admitted into fashionable ages served only to rqnder them the more 
company, on the footing of Renaldo’s coui'* inveterate rivals in the desire of captivating 
paniO'n, hecause nobody suspected the defect the other sex. Our ad venturer,, having do- 
of his pedigree ; and oven after a repqrt had liberated upon the means of converting this 
been circulated to the prejudice of his extrac* animosity to his own advantage, saw no me- 
tion, by the industry of a lacquey who attend- thod for this purpose So feasible, as that of 
ed the young count, there were not wanting making his approaches to the hearts of both, 
many young people of distinction who still by ministering to each, in private, food feu* 
favoured him • , with their countenance and their reciprocal envy and malevolence ; bc- 
corre8ponden.ee; hut he was no longer invited o^use he Well knew, that no road lies so di- 
to private famiUeS; in which only be could rect and open to a woman’s heart, as that of 
expect to profit^ by his address among the la* gratifyii^ W paksiona of vanity and resent- 
dies, and hi^.tho^ortification of fiijidiiig him- mentv . 

self frequently excepted from parties which When he had an opportunity of being par- 
wore expressly calculated for the entertain- ticnlar, with the mother, ho expressed his con- 
inent of the young cemnt. Luckily, his spirit cern fhr having unwittingly incurred the dis- 
was so pHont as to sustain these slights with- pleasure of mademoiselle, which, he observed, 
out being mnoh dejected ; ihst^d of repining was obvious, in every circumstance of her be- 
at the loss of that respiset ..which had been havieur.townrds him; protesting, he was ut- 
paid to him at first, he endeavoured, with all terly innocent of all intention of offending 
to might| to preserve the little that. still re- Ihqr; and that he cpuld not account for his 
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disgrace any otiier way, than by supposing 
she took umbrage at the direction of his chief 
regards towards her inotlier-in-law, which, 
lie owned, was altogether involuntary, being 
wholly influenced by that lady’s superior 
cliarnis and politeness. 

Such a declaration was perfectly well cal- 
culated for the meridian of a dame like her, 
who, with all the intoxication.s of unenlight- 
ened prido, and an increased appetite for 
pleasure, hud begun to find herself neglected, 
and even to believe that her attractions were 
actually on the wane. She very graciously 
consoled our gallant for the mishap of which 
he complained, representing Wilhelmina 
(that was the daughter’s name) as a port, 
illiterate, envious baggage, of whose disgust 
he ought to make no consideration ; then she 
recounted many instances of her own gene- 
rosity to that young lady, with the returns 
of malice and ingratitude she had made ; and, 
lastly, enumerated all the imperfections of 
her person, education and behaviour; that 
he might sec with what justice the gypsy 
pretended to vie with those who had been 
distinguished by the approbation and even 
gallantry of the best people in Vienna. , 

Having thus established himself her con- 
fidant and gossip, he knew his next step of 
promotion would necessarily bo to the degree 
of her lover ; and, in that belief, resolved to 
play the same game with Mademoiselle Wil- 
iielinina, whose complexion was very much 
akin to that of her step-mother j indeed they 
resembled each other too much to live upon 
any terms of friendship or oven dccOruui. 
Eathorn, in order to enjoy a private conversa- 
tion with the young lady, never failed to re- 
peat hifl visit every afternoon, till at length 
he had the pleasure of finding her disengaged, 
the jeweller being occupied among his work- 
men, and his wife gone to assist at a lying-in. 

Our adventurer and tlie daughter had al- 
ready exchanged their vows, by the express- 
ive language of the eyes : he had even 
declared himself in some tender ejaculations 
which had been softly whispered in her ear, 
when he could snatch an opportunity of vent- 
ing them unperceived ; nay, he had upon di- 
vers occasions gently squeezed her fair hand, 
on pretence of tuning her harpsichord, and 
been favoured with returns of the same cor- 
dial pressure ; so that, instead of accosting 
her with the fearful hesitation and reserve of 
a timid swain, ho told her, after the exercise 
of the doux-yeux, that he' was come to con- 
fer with nor upon a ^Jl|ect that nearly con- 
cerned her peace , uud asked ii'lihe had not 
observed or late an evident abatement of 
friendship in'her mother’s behaviour to him, 
whom she had formerly treated with such 
marks of favour and respect. Mademoiselle 
would not pay so ill a compliment to her own 
discernment as to eiay she had not perceived 
the alteration, which, on the contnry, atie 
owned was extremely palpiible; ' nor was it 


dilficult to divine the cause of such estranged 
looks. This remark was accompanied with 
un irresistible glance : she smiled enchanting, 
the colour deepened on her cheeks, her breast 
began to heave, and her whole frame under- 
went a most agreeable confusion. 

Ferdinand was not a man to let such a fa- 
vourable conjuncture pass unregarded. “ Yes, 
charming wilhelmina 1” exclaimed the poli- 
tician in an affected rapture, “ the cause is as 
conspicuous as your attractions. She hath, 
in spite of all my circumspection, perceived 
that passion which it is not in my power to 
conceal, and in consequence of which I now 
declare myself your devoted adorer ; or, con- 
scious of your superior excellence, her jea- 
lousy hath taken the alarm, and, though stung 
with conjecture only, repines at the triiimpli 
of your perfections. How far this spirit of 
malignity may be inflamed to my prejudice, 
I know not ; perhaps, as this is the first, it 
may be also the lost opportunity 1 shall have, 
of avowing the dearest sentiments of my 
heart to the fair object that inspired them ; 
in a word, I may be for ever excluded from 
your presence. Excuse mo, then, divine 
creature! from the practice of those unne- 
cessary forms, whicn 1 should take pride in 
observing, were I indulged with the ordinary 
privileges of an honourable lover ; and, once 
for all, accept the homage of an heart over- 
flowing with love and admiration. Yes, ador- 
able Wilhelmina! I am dazzled with your 
supernatural beauty ; your other accomplisli- 
ments strike me with wonder and awe. I 
am enchanted by the graces of your deport- 
ment, ravished with the charms of your con- 
versation : and there is a certain tenderness 
of benevolence in that endearing aspect, 
which, f trust, will not fail to melt with sym- 
pathy at the emotions of a faithful slave 
like me.*’ 

So saying, he threw himself upon his knees, 
and, seizing her plump hand, pressed it to 
his lips witn all the violence of real trans- 
port. The nymph, whose passions nature 
had filled to the brim, could not hear such a 
rhapsody unmoved : being an utter strai^ger 
to addresses of this kind, she understood 
every word of it in the literal acceptation ; 
6he beUevtd implicitly in the truth of the 
encomiums he had bestowed, and thought it 
reasonable he should be rewarded for the jus- 
tice he had done to her qualifications, which 
had hitherto been almost altogether over- 
looked; in short, her heart began to thaw, 
and her face to hang out the fiag of capitula- 
tion ; which was no sooner perceived by our 
hero, than he renewed his attack with re- 
doubled fervour, pronouncing, in a most 
vehement tone,-— Light of my eyes, and em- 
press of my spul ! behold me prostrate at your 
feet, waiting, with the most pious resigna- 
tion, fer that sentence from your lips, on 
which my future happiness or misery must 
alto^ther depend. Not with more reverence 
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does the unliappy bashaw kiss the sultan’s than his solemn profession of sincerity and 
letter that contains his doom^ than I will sub- truth, on which she reposed herself With the 
rnit to your fatal determination. Speak, then, most implicit confidence and faith, 
angelic sweetness! for never, ah! never will 
1 rise fh>ni this suppliant posture, until I am 

encouraged to live and hope. No! if you CHAPTER XHL 

refuse to smile upon my passion, here shall 

1 breathe the last siglia of a despairing lover : He is exposed to a most perilous incident 
hero shall this faithml sword do the limt office in the course of his intrigue with the 

to its unfortunate master, and shed the blood daughter, 

of the truest heart that ever felt the cruel ‘ 

pat^ of disappointed love.’* Hb was rejoiced to find her so easily satisiied 

young lady, well nigh overcome by in such a momentous concern : for tho prin- 
this cffiision, which brought the tears into her cipal aim of the intrigue was to make her 
eyes, — “ Enough, enou^,” cried she, inter- necessarv to his interested views, and even, 
ruptin^ him, sure you men were created for if possible, an associate in the fraudulent 
the rum of our sex.” “ Ruin!” re-echoed Pa- plans he had projected upon her father; con- 
thom, <*talk not of ruin and Wilhelmina! let sequently, he considered this relaxation in 
these terms be for ever parted, far as tho east her virtue as an happy omen of his future 
and west asunder ! let ever-smiling peace at- success. All tho obstacles to their mutual 
tend her steps, and love and joy still wanton enjoyment being thus removed, our adven- 
ih her train! Ruin, indeed, shall, wait upon turer was by his mistress indulged with an 
her enemies, if such there be, and those love- assignation in her own chamber, wldcli, 
lorn wretches who pine with anguish , under though contiguous to that of her stepmother, 
her disdain : grant me, kind Heaven, a more was provided with a door that opened into a 
propitious boon : direct her genial re^rds to common staircase, to which ho had access 
one whose loveis witliout example, ana whose at all hours of tlic night, 
constancy is unparalleled: bear witness to He did not neglect the rendezvous, but, 
my constancy and faith, ye verdant hills, ye presenting himself at the appointed lime, 
fertile plains, ye shady groves, ye purling which was midnin^t, made the signal they 
streams; and if 1 prove untrue, ah! let me had agreed upon, and was immediately ad* 
never find a solitary willow or a bubbling mitted by WUhelmina, who waited for him 
brook, by help of which ^ rkiay bo enabled to with a lover’s impatience. Fathom was not 
put a period to my wietched life.” deficient in those expreB.sionB of rapture that 

Here this excellent actor began to sob are. current on such occasions; but, on the 
most piteously, and the tender-hearted Wfl- contrary, became so loud in the transports 
helmina, unable longer to withstand his of self-congratulation, that his voice reached 
moving tale, with a repetition of the inter- the ears of the vigilant stepmother, who, 
jection, ah! ^ntly dropped into his arms, wakening the 'jeweller, from his first nap. 
This was the beginning of a coricspondonce gave , him to' understand that some person 
that soon rose to a veiy interesting pitch; was certainly in close conversation with his 
and they forthwith concerted measures fbr daughter; and exhorted him to rise forth- 
carrying it on without the knowledge or with, and vindicate tho honour of his family, 
suspicion of her mother-in-law. NOverthe- • ^ The German, who was naturally of a 
less, the young lady, vanquished as she w'os, phlegmatic habit, and never went to bed 
and unskilled in the ways of men, would not without a* fell dose of tlie creature, which 
all a? once yield at discretion ; blit insisted added to his Constitutional drowsiness, gave 
upon those terms, without which no woman’s no ear to bis wife’s intimation, until she had 
reputation can be secor^. Our lover, fkr repeated it thrice, and used other means to 
from seeking to evade the proposal, assented rouse him from the arms of slumber. Mcan- 
to it in terms of uncommon satisfection, and while Fathom and his inamorata overheard 
promised to use his whole industry in finding , her information, and our hero would have 
a priest upon whose discretion they could made hia retreat immediately, through the 
roly; nay, he certainly resolved to comply j^rtby vvhich he entered, had not his inten- 
vvith her request , in good earnest, rather than tion been over-ruled by the remonstrances 
forfeit the advaht^as which' he foresaw in of the yohng'lady, who observed, that the 
their union,^ fortune, however, door was already fast bolted, and could not 

exempted him fhmi the necessity of taking jie^ibly be opened without creating a noise 
such a step, Which at best must liave been thdi would confirm the suspicion of her 
disagreeable : for so many difficulties occur- j^ients; and that, over and above this ob- 
red ui the in<{uiry which was set on foot, and jection,.he would, Jn sallying from that door, 
so artfully did Fhthom in the mean time the risk of being met by her father, who 
manage the influence already gained in all probability would present himself be- 

over her heart, that, before ^h^r passion could fore it, in. order to hinder our hero’s escape : 
obtain a legal gntiflcatioav she surrendered she tberefore conveyed him softly into her 
to his wish, without any other assurance closet, where she assured him he might re- 
^ ^ • 33 *- ' 
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main with great tranquillity, in fiill confi- 
dence that she would take such measures as 
would etfectiially screen him from detection. 

He was fain to depend upon her assurance, 
and accordingly itisconced himself behind 
her dressing table: but he could not help 
sweating with apprehension, and praying 
fervently to God for his deliverance, when he 
heard the jeweller thundering at the door, 
and calling to his daughter for admittance. 
Wilhelniina, who was already undressed, 
and had purposely extinguished the light, 
pretended to be suddenly waked from her 
.sleep, and, starting up, exclaimed, in a tone 
of surprise and aftright, — “ Jesu, Maria; what 
is the matter?" “ Hussey!” replied the Ger- 
man, in a terrible accent, ” open the door 
this instant, there is a man in your bed- 
chamber, and, by the lightning and thunder! 
1 will wash away the stain he has cast upon 
my honour with the schellum'.s heart's-blood.” 

j^ot at all intimidated by this boisterous 
threat, she admitted him without hesitation, 
and, with a shrillness of voice peculiar to 
herself, began to hold forth upon her own 
innocence, and his unjust suspicion, min- 
gling in her liaranguo sundry oblique hints 
against her inother-iu-law, importing, that 
some people were so vitiously inclined by 
their own natures, that she did not wonder 
at their doubting the virtue of other people ; 
but that these people despised the insinua- 
tions of such people, wlio ought to be more 
circumspect in their own condifet, lest they 
themselves should, suffer reprisals from those 
people whom they Imd so maliciously slan- 
dered. Having uUerett tlwjse flowers of 
rhetoric, which were calculated for the hear- 
ing of her step-dame, wlio stood with a light 
at her husband's back, the young lady as- 
sumed an ironical air, and admonished her 
father to search every corner of her apart- 
ment ; she even affected to assist his inquiry; 
with her own hands pidlod out a parcel of 
small drawers in which her trinkets were 
contained; desired him to look into her 
ncedle-caso and tliimblo, and, seeing' his 
examination fruitless, earnestly entreated 
liim to riimm.'ige her closet al^, saying, 
with a sneer, that in all probability the dis- 
honourer would be found in that lurking- 
. place. The nianner in which she pretended 
to ridicule his apprehensions made an im- 
pression upon the jeweller, who was very 
well disposed to retreat into his own nest, 
when his wife, with .arortain slyness in her 
countenance, besought him 'to comply with 
his daughter's request, and look into that 
same closet, by which means Wilhelmina^s 
virtue would obtain a cohiplete triumph. 

Our adventurer, who overheard the con- 
versation, was imipndialely seized with a 
palsy of fear: he tretoWed at every joint, the 
sweat trickled down his forehead, his teeth 
began to chatter, his hair to stand on end, 
and he in his heart bitterly cursed the daugh- 


ter's petulance, the mother's malice, together 
with his own precipitation, by which he was 
involved in an adventure so pregnant with 
danger and disgrace. Indeed, the reader 
may easily conceive his disorder, when he 
heard the" key turning in the lock, and the 
German swearing that he would make him 
food for the beasts of the field and the fowls 
of the air. 

Fathom had come unprepared with wea- 
pons of defence, was naturally an economist 
of his person, and saw himself on the brink 
of forfeiting not only the promised harvest 
of his double intrigue, but also tlie reputation 
of a man of honour, upon which all his future 
hopes depended: his agony was therefoni 
unspeakable, when the door liew open, and 
it was not till after a considerable pause of 
recollection, that he perceived the candle 
extinguished by the motion of the air pro- 
duced from the German's sudden irruption 
This accident, which disconcerted him so 
much as to put a full stop to his charge, was 
vhry favourable to our Jiero, who, summoning 
all "his presence of mind, crept up into the 
chimney, while the jeweller stood at the 
door, waiting for his wife's return with an- 
other light; so that, wdicn the closet was 
examined, there was nothing found to justify 
the report which the step-mother had made, 
and the father, after having made a slight 
apology lo Wilhelmina for ilis intrusion, re- 
tired with his yoke-fellow into their own 
chamber. 

The young lady, who little thought that 
her papa would have taken lior at her word, 
was overwiiolmcd with confnsion and dismay, 
when she saw him cuter the closet; and, 
had her lover been discovered, would in all 
probability have been the loudest in his re- 
proach, and perhaps Iiave accused him oF an 
intention to rob the house ; but she was alto- 
gether astonished when she found he had 
made shift to elude the inquiry of her parents, 
because she could not conceive the possibility 
of his escaping by the window, which was in 
tlie third story, at a prodigious distance Jj*oni 
the ground ; and how' he could conceal him- 
self in the apartment, wiw a mystery whicli 
she could by no means unfold. Before her 
father and mother retired, she lighted licr 
lamp, on pretence of being afraid to be in the 
dark, after the perturbation of spirits she had 
undergone, and, Jier room was no sooner eva- 
cuated of such troublesome visitants, than 
she secured the doors, and went in quest of 
her lover. . 

Accordingly, everj'’ corner of the closet 
underwent a new search, and she called upon 
his natne with a soft voice, which she thought 
lio other person would overhear : but Ferdi- 
nand did not think proper to gratify her im- 
patience, because he could not judge of the 
predicament in which he stood by the evi- 
dence of all his senses, and would'not relin- 
quish his post, until he should be better cer- 
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tjfied that the coast was clear. Meanwhilei 
his Dulcinea, having performed her inquiry 
to no purpose, imagined there was some^ing 
preternatural in the circumstance of his van- 
ishing so unaccountably, and began to cross 
lierseir with great devotion. She returned 
to her chamber, fixed the lamp in the fire- 
place, and, throwing herself upon the bed, 
gave way to the suggestions of her supersti- 
tion, which were reinforced by the silence 
that prevailed, and the gloomy glimmering 
of the light. She reflected upon the trespass 
she had already committed in her heart, and 
in the conjectures of her fear believed that 
her lover was no other than the devil himself, 
who had assumed the appearance of Fathom, 
in order to tempt and seduce her virtue. 

While her imagination teemed with those 
horrible ideas, our adventurer concluding, 
from the general stillness, that the jeweller 
and his wife v/cre at last happily asleep, ven- 
tured to come forth from his hiding-place, 
and stood before his mistress all begrimed 
with soot. Wilhelmina, lifting up her eyes, 
and seeing this sable apparition, which she 
mistook mr Satan in propria persondf in- 
stantly screamed, and began to repeat her 
pater-nosior with an audible voice; upon 
which Ferdinand, foreseeing that her pa- 
rents would be again alarmed, would not stay 
to undeceive her and explain himself, but, 
unlocking the door with great expedition, 
ran down stairs, and luckily accomplished 
his escape. This was undoubtedly tJie wisest’ 
measure ho could have taken : for, he had 
not performed one half of his descent towards 
the street, when the German was at his 
daughter’s bed-eide, demanding to know the 
cause of her exclamation : she then gave him 
an account of what she had seen, with all 
tlie exaggerations of her own fancy, and, 
after having weighed the circumstances of 
her story, he interpreted Uic apparition into 
a thief, who had found means to open the 
door tliat communicated with the stair, but 
having been scared by Wilhelmina^s shriek, 
had been obliged to retreat before he could 
execute his purpose. 

Our hero’s spirits were so wofully disturbed 
by this adventure, that for a whole week he 
felt no inclination to visit his inamorata, and 
was not without apprehension that the afthir 
had terminated in an explanation very lit^ 
to his advantage. He was, however, deliv- 
ered front this disagreeable suspense, by^ an 
accidental meeting with the jeweller himself, 
who kindly chid him for his long absence, 
and entertained him in the street, with an 
account of the klarm which his family had 
sustained by. a thief vyho broke into Wilhel- 
mina’s apartment. Glad to find his appre- 
hension mistaken, he renewed his corres- 
pondence with the ftimiiy.and in a little time 
found reason to console himself for the jeo- 
pardy and panic he had Undergone. 

2’Z 


CHAPTER XIV. 

He is reduced to a dreadful dilemma^ in 
consequence of an assignation with the 
wife. 

Nor was his whole care and attention en- 
grossed by tlie execution of this scheme upon 
the daughter. While he managed his con- 
cerns in that quarter with incredible ardour 
and application, he was not the less inde- 
fatigable in the prosecution of his design 
upon the mother-in-law, which he forwarded 
with all his art during the opportimities he 
enjoyed in the absence of Wilhelmina, who 
was frequently called away by the domestic 
duties of the house. The passions of the 
jeweller’s wife were in such a state of exalta- 
tion as exempted our hero from the repulses 
and fatigue attending a long siege. 

We have already observed how cunningly 
he catered for the gratification of her ruling 
appetite, and have exhibited pregnant proofs 
of ids ability in gainiiigupon the human neart; 
the reader will not therefore be surprised at, 
the rapidity of his conquests over the affec- 
tions of a lady whose complexion was per- 
fectly amorous, and whoso vanity laid her 
open to all the attempts of adulation. In a 
word, matters were quickly brought to such 
a mutual understanding, Umt one evening, 
while they amused themselves at lansquenet, 
Fathom conjilred her to give him the rendez- 
vous next day at tlie house of any third per- 
son of her om\ sex, in whose discretion she 
could confide ; and, after a few affected scru- 
ples on her side, which he well knew how to 
sunnonut, she complied with his request, 
and tho circumstances of the appointment 
were settled accordingly. After this treaty, 
their satisfaction rose to such a warmth, and 
the conversation became so reciprocally en- 
dearing, that our gallant express^ his impa- 
tience of Waiting so longfor the accomplish- 
ment of his wishes, and, with the most eage^r 
transport, begged she would, if possible, cur- 
tail the term of his expectation, that his brain 
might not suffer by his standing so many 
tedious Itours on the giddy verge of rapture. 

The dame, wJio was naturally compassion • 
ate, sympathized with his condition, and, 
unable to resist his pathetic supplications, 
gave him to understand that his desire could 
not be granted, wlthouksubjecting them both 
to some hazard, biit that she was disposed to 
run any risk in behalf of his happiness and 
peace. After this affectionate preamble, she 
told him that her husband was then engaged 
in a quarterly meeting of the jewellers, from 
whence he never failed to return quite over- 
whelmed with wine, tobacco, and the phlegm 
of his pwp constitution ; so that he would 
fall ftist asleep as soon as his head should 
touch the pillow, and she be at liberty to en- 
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tertain the lover without interruption, pro*- 
vided he could find means to deceive the 
jealous vig’ilance of Wilheimina, and conceal 
hiinsolf in some corner of the house, unsus- 
pected and unperceived* , 

Our lover, remembering hia adventure with 
the daughter, would have willingly dispensed 
with this expedient, and began to repent of 
the eagernew with which he had preferred 
his solicitation ; but, seeing there was now 
no opportunity of retracting with honour, he 
affected to enter heartily' into the ebnversa- 
tion, and, after much canvassing, was de- 
termined, that, while Wilhelmind was em- 
ployed in the kitchen, the mother should 
conduct our adventurer to the outward door, 
where he should pay the compliment of part- 
ing, so as to be overheard by the young lady ; 
but, in the mean time, glide softly into the 
jeweller's bed-chamber, which was a place 
they imagined least liable to the effects of a 
daughter's piying disposition, and conceal 
himself in a large press or wardrobe, that 
stood in one corner of the apartment.- The 
scene was immediately acted with great suc- 
cess, and our hero cooped up in his cage, 
where he waited so long, that his desires 
began to subside, and his imagination to ag- 
gravate the danger of his situation. 

“ Suppose,” said he to himself, this brutal 
German, instead of being stupifted with wine, 
should come home inflamed with brandyy to 
the use of whicKlte is sometimes addicted, 
far from feeling any inclination *to sleep he 
will labour under the most fretful anxiety of 
watching : every irascible particle in his dis- 
position will be exasperated ; he will be of- 
fended with every object that may present 
itself to his view ; and, if there is the least 
ingredient of Jealousy in his temper, it will 
manifest itself in riot and rage. What if 
his frenzy should prompt him to search his 
wife’s chamber for gallants T this would cer- 
tainly be the first place to ^hich he would 
direct his inquiry, ; or, granting this sqppo- 
sition chimerical, £ may be seized with an 
irresistible inclination to cough, before he is 
oppressed witli sleep ; he may be waked by 
tlie noise I shall make in disengaging myself 
from this embarrassed situation ; an£ finally, 
I may find it impracticable to retire unseen 
or unheard, after every thing else shall have 
succeeded to my ish.” . , 

These Bugg^tionsdid qot at alt contribute 
to the quiet of our adventurer, who, having 
waited three whole 1 era in the moat uncom- 
fortable suspense, lieard the jewellor brought 
into the .room in that ^ ery condition which 
his fears bad prognosticated. He had, it 
seems, qualrell^ over his cups with another 
tradesman, and received a salutation on the 
forehead with a can^stick, which not only 
left an ignominioos 'and, paiplui mark upon 
his countenance, but even disordered his 
brain to a very dangerous degree of delirium ; 
so that, instead of wowing himself t^uietly to 


be undressed and put to bed by his wife, he 
answered all her gentle admonitions and 
caresses with the most opprobrious invectives 
and obstreperous behaviour ; and, though he 
did not tax her with infidelity to his bed, he 
virulently accused her of extravagance and 
want of economy ; observed, her expensive 
way of living would bring him to a morsel of 
bread; and, unfortunately recollecting the 
atte, .pt of the supposed thief, started up from 
his chair, swearing by God’s mother that he 
would forthwith arm himself with a brace of 
istols, and search every apartment of the 
ouse. ” That press,” said he, with great 
vociferation, “ may, for aught I know, be the 
receptacle of some ruffian.” 

Bo saying, he approached the ark in which 
Fathom was embsirked, and exclaiming, — 
** Come forth, Satan,” applied his foot to the 
door of it, with such violence as threw him 
ftom the centre of gravity, and laid him 
Sprawling on his back. This address made 
such an impression upon our adventurer, that 
he had well nigh obeyed the summons, and 
burst from his concedment, in a desperate 
effort to escape, without being recognized by 
the intoxicated German, and indeed, bad the 
application been repeated, he in all likelihood 
would have tried the experiment ; for by this 
time his teiyors had waxed too strong to be 
much longer suppressed ; from this hazard- 
ous enterprise he was however exempted by 
a lucky accident that happened to his dis- 
turber, vvhose head chancing to pitch upon 
the corner of a chair in his fall, he was im- 
mediately lulled into a trance, during whicii 
the considerate lady, guessing the disorder 
of her gallant, and dreading further inter- 
ruption, very prudently released him from- 
his confinement, after she had put out the 
light, and in the .dark conveyed him to the 
door, where he was comfort^ with the pro- 
mise that she would punctually remember 
the rendezvous of next day. - 

She then invoked the assistance of the ser- 
vants, who, being waked for the purpose, 
lifted up their master, and tumbled him ffito 
bed^ while Ferdinand hied him homo in an 
universal eweat; blessing himself from any 
ftiture achievement of that sort, in a house 
where he had been twice in sueffi imminent 
danger of life and reputation . Nevertheless, 
he Old not fail to honour the assignation, and 
avail himself bf the disposition his mistress 
manifbsted* to inake him all the recompense 
in her power fOr the disappointment arid 
chagrin which fee had undergone. 


CHAPTER XV. 

' 

But at ^^^h iuc$€ed$ in his attempt upan 
' ‘ ‘ \ both. ■ 

HaviWo thiu;^gaihied a complete victory over 
the fiffectioim pf these two ladies, he began 
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to convert his guod fortune to the purposes 
of that princii>le, from wliich his view was 
never, no not for a moment, detached. In 
other words, he used them as ministers and 
purveyors to his avarice and fraud. As (or 
the mother-in-law* she was of herself so lib- 
eral as to anticipate the wishes of any mode- 
rate adventurer, and presented him with 
sundry valuable jewels, as memorials of her 
esteem ; nor was the daughter backward in 
such expressions of regard: she already con- 
sidered his interest as her own, and took 
frequent opportunities of secreting, for his ben- 
efit, certain stray trinkets that she happened 
to pick up in her excursions within doors. 

All these gratifications he received with 
demonstrations of infinite constraint and re- 
luctance, and in the midst of his rapacious 
extortion, acted so cunningly os to impose 
himself upon both for a miracle of disinter- 
ested integrity. Yet, not contented with 
what he thus could earn, and despairing of 
being able to steer the bark of his fortune Ibr 
any length of time betw^cen two such danger- 
ous quicksands, he resolved to profit by the 
occasion while it lasted, and strike some 
considerable, stroke at once. A plan was 
formed in consequence of this determination, 
and, at an appointment with the mother in 
the house of their female friend, our adven- 
turer appeared with an air of dejection, which 
he veiled with a thin cover of forced, plea- 
santry, that his mistress might suppose he 
endeavoured to conceal some mortal chagrin 
that preyed upon his heart. 

The stratagem succeeded to his wish : she 
observed his countenance between whiles 
overcast ; took notice of the involuntary sighs 
ho heaved ; and with a most tender express- 
ion of sympathy, conjured him to make her 
acquainted with the cause of his affliction. 
Instead of gratifying her request immediately,, 
he evadeaher questions with a respectnil 
reserve, implying, that his love would not 
sufier him to make her a partner in his sor- 
row ; and this delicacy on his part whetted 
Jut impatience and concern to such a degree, 
that, rather than keep her in such an agony 
of doubt and apprehension, he was prevailed 
upon to tell her, that he had been, the pre- 
ceding night, engaged with a company of 
his fellow-students, wherb he had made too 
free with the champagne, so that his caution 
forsook him, and he nad been decoyed into 
play by a Tyrolese gamester, who stripped 
him of all his ready money, and obtained 
from him an . obligation for two hundred 
florins, which he could not possibly pay with- 
out having rccoiirse to bis relation, the Count 
de Melvil, who would have just cause to 
be incensed at his extravagance. 

This information he concluded, by declar- 
ing. that, cost what it wonldvhe was resolved 
to make' a candid confession of the truth, 
and throw himself entirely, upon the gene- 
rosity 0 $ his patron, who could inflict no 


other punishment than that of discarding hint 
from his favour and protection j a misfortune 
which, how grievous soever it might be, be 
should be able to sustain with fortitude, could 
he fall upon some method of satisfying the 
Tyrolese, who was very importunate and 
savage in his demand. His kind mistress no 
sooner found out the source of his inquietude, 
than she promised to dry it up, assuring him, 
that next day, at the same hour, she would 
enable him to discharge the debt ; so that he 
might set his heart at case, and recollect that 
gaiety which was the soul of her enjoyment. 

He expressed the utmost astonishment at 
this generous proffer, which, however, he 
declined, with an aflected earncBtncsa of re- 
fusal, protesting, that he should be extremely 
mortified, if he thought she looked upon liim* 
as one of those mercenary gallants who could 
make such a sordid use of a lady's affection. 

No, madam,** cried our politician in a pa- 
thetic strain, whatever happens, I shall 
never part with that internal consolation, 
that conscious honour never fails to yield in 
the deepest scenes of solitary distress ; the 
attachment I have the honour to profess for 
your amiable person, is not founded on such 
inglorious motives, but is the genuine result 
of that generous passion which none but the 
noble-minded feel ; and the only circumstance 
of this misfortune that 1 dread to encounter, 
is the necessity of withdrawing myself for 
ever from the presence of her whose genial 
smiles could Animate my soul against all tlio 
persecution of adverse fortune.** 

This declamation, accompanied with a 
profound sigh, served only to inflame her 
desire of cxtricating*him from the difficulty 
in which he was involved. She exhausted 
all her eloquence in attempting to persuade 
him that his refusal was an outrage against 
her affection: he pretended to refute her 
arguments, and remained unshaken by all 
the power of her solicitations, until she had 
recourse to the most passionate remonstrances 
of love, and fell at his feet in the posture of 
a forlorn shepherdess. What he refused to 
her reason, he granted to her tears, because 
his heart was melted by her affliction ; and 
next "day condescended .to accept of her 
money, out of pure regard to her happiness 
and peace. 

Encouraged by the success of this acliicve- 
raent, he resolved to practise the same ex- 
periment upQnWilhelmina, in hope of extract- 
tng an equd share of profit from her simplicity 
and attachment, and at their very next noc- 
turnal rendezvous in her chamber, re-acted 
the farce already rehearsed, with a small 
variation, which he thought necessary to 
stimulate the young lady in hie behalf. He 
rightly concluded, that she was by no means 
mistress of sUch a considerable sum as he 
had already extorted from her mother, and 
therefore thought proper to represent himself 
in the most urgent predicament, that her 



396 SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


apprehension, on hjp account, might be so 
alarmed as to engage her in some enterprise 
for his advantage^ which otherwise she would 
never have dreamed of undertaking. With 
this view, after having described his own 
calamitous situation, in consequence of her 
pressing entreaties, which ho affected to 
evade, he gave her to understand, that there 
was no person upon earth to whom he would 
have recourse in this emergency ; fbr which 
reason lie was determined to rid himself of 
all his cares at once, upon the friendly point 
of bis own faithful sword. 

Such a dreadful resolution could not fail to 
operate upon the tender passions of his^DuL 
cmea ; she was instantly seized with an agony 
of fear and distraction ; her grief manifested 
itself in a flood of tears, while she hung round 
his neck, conjuring him, in the most melting 
terms, by their mutual love, in which they 
had been so happy, to lay aside that fatal 
determination, which would infallibly involve 
her in the same fate ; for, she took Heaven 
to witness, that she would not one moment 
survive the knowledge of his death. 

He was not deficient in expressions of re- 
ciprocal .regard; he extolled her love and 
tenderness with a most extravagant eulogium, 
and seemed wrung with mortal anguish at 
the prospect of parting for ever from ms lovely 
Wilhelmina; but hishonourwas a stern and 
rigid creditor, that could not be appeased, 
except with bis blood ; and all the boon she 
could obtain, by dint of the most woful sup- 
plication, was a promise to defer the execu- 
tion of his baleful purpose for the space of 
four-and-twenty hours, during which she 
hoped Heaven would compassionate her suf- 
ferings, and inspire her with some chntriv- 
ance for their mutual relief. Thus he yielded 
to her fervent request, rather with a view to 
calm the present transports of her sorrow, 
than with any expectation of seeing himself 
redeemed from his fate by her interposition ; 
such at least were his professions when he 
took his leave, assuring her, that he would 
not quit his being before he should have de- 
voted a few hours to another interview with 
the dear object Of his love. 

Having thus kindled the train, he did not 
doubt that the mine of his craft would take 
efBsct, and repaired to his own lodging, in 
full persuasion of seeing his aim accomplished 
bcfiire the time fixed mr their last assigna- 
tion, His prognostic .was next morning 
verified by tiie arrival >f a measeqger, who 
brought to him a small parcel, to v^ich was 
cemented, with sealing-waxi the following 
.»epuftle^ U 

<< JawiiL OF «« SoDL'.-^Scarce had ypu 
lost night <|[Uittcd my dtscunsolate arms, 
.when lhappily recollected that there was in 
my possession a. gol4 chain, of value more 
than sufficient to answer the exigence of your 
present occasions ; H; was pledged to my 
grandfather for two hundred crowns by a 


knight of Malta, who soon after perished in 
a sea engagement with the enemies of our 
faith, so that it became the property of our 
house, and was bequeathed to me by the old 
gentleman, as a memorial of his particular 
affection. Upon whom can I more properly 
bestow it than him who is already master of 
my heart! Receive it, therefore, from the 
bearer of this billet, and convert it, without 
scruple, to that use which shall be most con- 
ducive to your ease and satisfaction ; nor 
seek, from a too romantic notion of honour, 
which 1 know you entertain, to excuse your- 
self from accepting this testimony of my af- 
fection : for 1 have already sworn before an 
image of our blessed lady, that I will no 
longer own you as the sovereign of my heart, 
nor even indulge you with another interview, 
if you reject this mark of tenderness and con- 
cern from your ever faithful 

“ WlliHELMIXA.” 

The heart of our adventurer began to 
bound with joy when he surveyed the con- 
tents of this letter, and his eyes sparkled 
with transport at sight of the chain, which 
he immediately perceived to be worth twice 
the sum she had mentioned. Nevertheless, 
he would not avail himself, without further 
question, of her generosity ; but, that same 
night, repairing to her apartment at the 
usual liour of meeting, he prostrated himself 
before her, and counterfeiting extreme agita- 
tion of spirit, begged in the most urgent 
terms, not even unaccompanied with tears, 
that she would take back the present, which 
he tendered for her acceptance, and spare 
him the most insufferable mortification of 
thinking himself exposed to tlie imputation 
of being mercenary in his love. Such, he 
said, was the delicacy of his passion, that he 
could not possibly exist under the apprehen- 
sion of incurring a censure so unworthy of 
his sentiments ; and he would a thousand 
times sooner undergo the persecution of his 
rancorous creditor, than bear the thought of 
being in the smallest consideration lessened 
in her esteem : nay, so far did he carry his 
pretensions to punctilio, as to protest, that, 
should she refuse to quiet the sbruples of his 
honour on this score, her unyielding bene- 
ficence would serve only to hasten the exe- 
cution of his determined purpose, to with- 
draw himself at once firom a lifb of vanity 
and misfbitane. . ' . 

The more pathetically he pleaded for her 
compliance, the more strenuously did she re- 
sist his remonstrances. She advanced all 
the arguments her ;([eason, love, and terror, 
could suggest^ remmded him pf her oath, 
firom whi^ he could not suppose she would 
recede, whatever , the consequence might be ; 
and in conclusioir vowed' to heaveii, with 
great solemnity mid devotion, that she would 
not survive the^ws of his death. Thus the 
alternative she' effi^red was either to retain 
the chain and be happy in her afibstion, or 
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forfeit all title to her love, and die in the 
conviction of having brought his innocent 
mistress to an untimely grave. 

His fortitude was x|bt proof against this 
last consideration, . ** My savage honour,” 
said he, “ would enable me to endure the 
pangs of eternal separation, in the confidence 
of being^endowed with the power of ending 
these tortures by the energy of my own hand ; 
but the prospect of V^ilhelmina’s death, and 
that too occasioned by my inflexibility, dis^ 
arms my soul of all her resolution, swallows 
up the dictates of my jealous pride, and fills 
my bosom with such a gush of tendemesSj 
and sorrow, as overwhelms the whole econo- 
my of my' purpose! Yes, enchanting crea- 
ture ! 1 sacrifice my glory to that irresistible 
reflection; and, rather than know myself the 
cruel instniment of robbing the world of such 
perfection, consent to retain the fatal testi- 
mony of your love.” 

So saying, he pocketed the chain with an 
air of inelfahle mortification, and was re- 
warded for his compliance with the most en-* 
dcaring caresses of his Dulcinea, who, amidst 
the tumults of her Joy, ejaculated a thousand 
acknowledgments to hoaven for having bless- 
ed her with the affection of such a man, 
whose honour was unrivalled by any thing 
but his love. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

His success begets a blind securityt by 
which he is once again well nigh entrap- 
ped in his Dulcinea^s apartment. 

In this manner did the crafty Fathom turn to 
account those ingratiating qualifications he 
inherited from nature, and maintain, with in- 
credible assiduity and circumspection, aii 
amorous correspondence with two domestic 
rivals, who watched the conduct of each other 
withtiie most indefatigable virulence of envi- 
ous suspicion, until an accident happened, 
whicji had well nigh overturned the bark of 
his policy, and induced him to alter the 
course, that he might not be shipwrecked ou» 
the rocks that began to multiply in the pro- 
secution of his present voyage. 

The jeweller who, as a Herman , wanted 
neither pride nor ostentatiofi, never failed to 
celebrate the anniversary of his birth by an 
annual feast granted to his neighbours and 
friends ; and on th^se occasions, was accus- 
tomed to wear that chain, which, though be- 
queathed to his daughter, he considered as 
an ornament appertaining to the family, 
whereof he, himself was head: accordingly, 
when the time of this fbstiyal revolved, ne, 
as usual, Qrdered Wilhetmina to surrender it 
for the day. TMs iniunctik)|fi,. the reader will 
perceive, our young la^, no condition 
to obey ; she had, however; fiireseen the de- 
mand, and contrived a schdse of behaviour 


for the occasion, which she fortliwith pd 
execution. 

With an air of uncommon cheorfuincji 
purposely assumed, she retired to her close^v 
on pretence of complying with his desire, \ 
and having employed a few minutes in nim- 
maging her drawers, and disordering her 
cnovabTes, uttered a loud shriek, that brought 
her father instantly into the apartment, where 
he found his daughter tossing about her 
clothes and trinkets with violent demonstra- 
tions of disorder and affright, and heard her, in 
a lamentable strain, declare that she was rob- 
Ihed of her chain, and for ever undone. This 
was so far from being an agreeable intima- 
tion to the jeweller, that he was struck dumb 
with astonishment and vexation, and it was 
not till after a long pause that he pronounced 
the word Sacrament! with an emphasis de- 
noting the most mortifying surprise. 

Soon as that exclamation escaped from 
his lips, he flew to the escritoire as if instinc- 
tively, and, joining Wilhclmina in her occu- 
pation, tumbled its whole contents upon tho 
floor in a trice. 

While he was thus employed in the most 
expressive silence, the wife of his bosom 
chanced to pass that way, and seeing them 
both occupied with such violence and trepi- 
dation, believed at first that they were cer- 
tainly actuated by the spirit of frenzy ; but . 
when she interposed, by asking, with great 
earnestness, the cause of such transports and 
distracted bfihaviour, and hearft her husband 
reply with an accent of despair,—** The chain \ 
the chain of my forefathers is no more !” she 
immediately justified, his emotion by under- 

B tho. same alafm, and, without further 
.tion, engaged herself jn the scarcii, 
beginning with a song, whicli might be com- 
pared to tho hymn of battle among the 
Greeks, or rather more aptly to that which 
the Spartan females sung round the altar of 
Diana, surnained Orthian; for it was attended 
with strange gesticulations, and in tiic course 
of utterance, became so loud and shrill, that 
the ^ests, who were by this time partly as- 
sembled, being confounded at the clamour, 
rushed towards the place from whence it 
seemed to proceed, and found their landlord, 
with his wife and daughter, in the attitudes 
of distraction and despair. 

* When they understood the nature of the 
case, they condoled tho family on their mis- 
fortune, and would have retired, on the sup- 
position that it would defeat the mirthful 
intei^t of their^ meeting ; but the jeweller, 
mustering up liis whole temper and hospi- 
tality, entreated them to excuse his disorder, 
and fkvonr him with their company, which, 
he observed, was now more than ever wanted, 
to dispel the melancholy ideas inspired by 
his loss. Notwithstanding this apology, and 
the efforts he made in the sequel to entertain 
his fH^ds with jollity and good humour, his 
heart wae so linked to the chain, that he 
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could not detach himself from the thoughts 
of it, which invaddd him at short intervals, 
in such qualms as effectually spoiled his ap- 
petite, and hindered his digestion. 

He revolved within himself the circum- 
stances of his disaster, and, in canvassing all 
the probable moons by which the chain could 
be stolen, concluded that the deed must have 
been done by some person in the family, 
who, in consequence of having access to his 
daughter’s chamber, had either found the 
drawer left open by her carelessness and 
neglect, or found means to obtain a false key 
by some waxen impression ; .for the lochs of 
the escritoire were safe and uniniured. His 
suspicion being thus confined within his own 
house, sometimes pitched upon his workmen, 
and sometimes upon his wife, who he thought 
was the more likely to practise such finesse, 
as she considered Wilhelmina in the light of 
a daughter-in-law, whose interest interfered 
with her own, and who had often harangued 
to hin) in private on the folly of leaving this 
veiy chain in the young lady’s possession. 

The more he considered this subject, he 
thought he saw the more reason to attribute 
the damag^ he had sustained to the machina- 
tions of his spouse, who, he did not doubt, 
was disposed to feather her own nest at the 
expense of him and his heirs, and who, with 
the same honest intention, had already se- 
creted, for her private use, those inconsider- 
able jewels which of late had at different 
times been missing. Aroused by these senti- 
ments, he resolved to retaliate her own 
Kch ernes, by contriving means to visit her 
cabinet in secret, and, if possible, to rob the 
robber of the spoils she* had gathered to his 
))rqjudice, without coming to any explanation, 
which might end in domestic turmoils and 
eternal disquiet. 

While the husband c.xercised his reflection 
in this manner, his innocent mate did not 
allow the powers of her imagination to rest 
m idleness and sloth. Her observations 
touching the loss of the chain were such as 
a suspicious woman, biassed by hatred and 
envy, would naturally make. To her it 
Focmed highly improbable that a thing of 
such value, so carefully deposited, should 
vanish without the connivance of its keeper; 
and, without much expense of conjecture, 
divined the true manner in which it was con- 
v^^yed. The solo difficulty that occurred in 
the researches of her sagacity, was to know 
, the gallant who had favoured with such 
a pledge of Wilhelinina’s aflfcction ; for, as 
the reader will easily imagine, she never 
dreamed of viewing Ferdinand in that odious 
perspective. In oiuor l*/ satisfy her curiosity, 
> discover this happy favourite, and be re- 
venged on her petulant rival, she prevailed 
upon the jeweller to employ a scout, who 
should watch all night upon the stair, 
without the knowledge of any other per- 
son in the family/ alleging, that in. all 


likelihood the houso-inaid gave private ad- 
mittance to some lover who was the author 
of all the losses they had lately suffered, and 
that they might possibly detect him in his 
nocturnal adventures ; and observing, tliat it 
would be imprudent to intimate their design to 
Wilhelmina, lest, through the heedlessness 
and indiscretion of youth, she might chance 
to di\m]ge the secret, so as to frustrate their 
aim. 

A Swiss, in whose honesty the German 
could confide, being hired for this purpose, 
was posted in a dark corner of the stair-case, 
within a few paces of the door, which he was 
directed to watch, and actually stood sentinel 
three nights, without perceiving the least 
object of suspicion ; but, on the fourth, the 
evil stars of our adventurer conducted him 
to the spot, on his voyage to the apartment of 
his Dulcinca, with whom he had preconcerted 
the assignation. Having made the signal, 
which consisted of two gentle taps oh her 
door, he was immediately admitted ; and the 
Swiss no sooner saw him fairly housed, than 
he crept softly to the other door, that was 
left open for the purpose, and gave immediate 
intimation of what he had perceived. This 
intelligence, however, ho could not convey 
so secretly, but the lovers, who were always 
vigilant upon these occasions, overheard a 
sort of commotion in the jeweller’s chamber, 
the cause of which their apprehension was 
ingenious enough to comprehend. 

We have formerly observed that our ad- 
venturer could not make his retreat by the 
door, without running a very great risk of 
being detected, and the expedient of the 
chimney he had no inclination to repeat ; so 
that he found himself in a very uncomfortable 
dilemma, and was utterly abandoned by all 
his invention and address, when his mistress, 
in a whisper, desired him to begin a dialogue 
aloud, in an apology, importing, that he had 
mistaken the door, and that his intention was 
to visit her father, touching a ring belonging 
to the young Count MelviT, which she knew 
Fathom had put into his hands, in ord^r to 
-be altered. 

Ferdinand, seizing the hint, availed him- 
self of it without delay, and, unbolting the 
door, pronounced in an audible voice, — 

Upon my honour, mademoiselle, you wrong 
my intention, if you imagine I came hither 
with any disrespectful or dishonourable mo- 
tive: I have business with your father, which 
cannot be delayed till to-morrow, without 
manifest ptejudice to my friend and, myself ; 
therefore I took the liberty of visiting him at 
these untimely hours, and it has been my 
misfortune to mistake the door in . the dark. 
I beg pardon for my involuntary intrusion, 
and again assure you, that nothing was fiir- 
ther froin my thoughts than any design to 
violate ^ that respect which 1 have ' always 
entertained for you and your &ther*e 
To this T!5XDongtrance, which was *di6tinctly 
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heard by the German and his wife,, who by her it was at present in the hands of a 
this time stood listening at tli^ door,' the jeweller, in order to be hew net according 
young lady replied, in a shrill accent of dis- to her own directions, and tlmti whenever it 
. pleasure, Sir, I am bound to . believe tliat should be altered, he would send it home to 
all your actions arc cohducted^ by honour ; her by some safe conveyance. This account 
but you must give me leave to tell you» that the good lady took for an evasion, ‘and, upon 
your mistake is a little extraordinq^ry, and that supposition, has apLin*written to him in 
your visit, even to my father, at this time of such a provoking style, that although tlie 
the night, altogether unseasonable, if not letter arrived but half an hour ago, he is de- 
mystenous. As for the interruption I have termined to dispatch a courier before morn- 
sudered in my repose, 1 impute it to my own ing with the nuschiovous ring, for which, in 
forgetfulness in leaving my door unlocked, compliance with the impetuosity of his tein-^ 
and blame myself so severely for the omiss- per, I have taken the freedom to disturb you 
ion, that Jt shall to-morrow put it out of mj- at this unseasonable Jiour.’’ 
own power to be ^ilty of the like for the ^ The German paid implicit faith to every 
future, by ordering the passage to bp nailed circumstance of tiiia- story, wliich indeed 
up; meanwhile, if you would persuade bne of could not well be supposed to be invcntcil 
your well-meauing, you will instantly with- extempore; the ring was immediately re- 
draw, lest my reputation should suifer by stored, and our adventurer took his leave, con- 
your continuance in my apart^nent.** gmtulatiiig himself upon his signal deliver- 

** Madam,” answered our hero, ** I will not anco from the snare into which he had fidlcu. 
give you an opportunity to repeat the com- 
mand, which 1 shall forthwith obey, after 

having entreated you once more to forgive ■ CHAPTER XVIL 

the disturbance I have given.” So saying, 

he gently opened the door, and, at sight of The step^dame^s suspicions being awaken^ 
the German and his wife, who he well knew ed, she lays a snare for our udoenturer, 

waited for his exit, started back, and gave from which he is delivered by the inter- 

tokens of confusion, which was ^partly real position of his good genius, . 
and partly affected; The jeweller, fully satis- 
fied with Fathom’s declaration to his daugh- Though the husband Swallowed the bait 
ter, received him with a corpplaisant Jook, .without furtlier inquiry, the penetration of 
and, in order to alleviate his cUncern, gave the wife wa$ not so easily deceived. That* 
him to understand, that he already knew the same dialogue in Wilhelinina’s apartment, 
reason of his being in that apartment, and far from allaying, rather inflamed her suspi- 
desired to be infonned of what liad procured cion; becauW, in the like emergency, she 
him the honour to see him at such a juncture, herself had once profited by tlie same or 
^♦My dear friend,” said our adventuror, nearly the same ccPhtrivance. Without com- 
pretending to recollect himself with, diffi- municating her doubts to the fatlicr, she re- 
culty, “ I am utterly ashamed and con- solved to double her attention to the daugh- 
fourided to be discovered in this actuation ; ter’^s future, conduct, and keep such a strict 
but, as you have overheard wimt passed eye over the behaviour of our gallant, that 
between mademoiselle and me, 1 ;know you he should find it very difficult, if not impossi- 
will do justice to my intention, and forgive’ ble, to elude her observation. For this pur- 
rny mistake. After begging pardon for hav- pose, she look into her pay an old maiden, 
mg intruded upon your family at these hours, of the right sour disposition, who lived in 
I iniust now tell you, that ray, cousin, Count a house opposite to her own, and directed 
Melvil, was some time ago so much miare- her tq follow the young lady in all her out- 
presented to his mother by certain malicious goings, whenever she should receive from 
informers, who delight in sowing discord in the window a certain signal, which the mo- 
private families, that she actually believed ther-in-law agreed to make for the occasion, 
her son an extravagant spendthrift, who had It was not long before this scheme succeeded 
^ not only , consumed his remittances in tiio her. wisli. The door of communication 
most riotous scenes of disorder,* but also Hi- betwixt > Wilhelmina,*s, apartment and the 
dulged a pernicious appetite for. gamings to stair-case being riailed up by the jeweller’s 
Buen a degree# that he Nid lost all liis clothes express order, our adventurer was altogether 
and jewels at play. In conscducnce of such deprived of those opportunities he had hith- 
false infi>rmatiotH.shf$ expostulated with hipi; fOrto enjoyed# and was not at all mortified to 
in a severe ieU 0 t*\aod desired lie would, ftnd himself so restricted in a correspondence 
transmit to liet that ring' which is in> your tvhichhe^gon.to be tiresome and disagreeable; 
cust^y, it being, a famuy stone, for which' ^hut * the cash was far otherwise with his Dul- 
she expressed anyihestimatle value. Thc ,oin0a,^,whqscpEssion,themoreitwa8thw;art- 
young^gentlemai:,' in , his .answer ^ herrei. ed, raged nrith greater violence, like a.hrc, 
proo^ endeavoured to vkidi^e himself from that, *ffont the attempts that are made to ex- 
. the aspersions which had b^n cast upon his tinmeh it, Others ^eater force, and’ flames 

character# and^ ti'ith rega^ lh the Tigg,>old wi& double fhry, 
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Upomlujsecoridday of her misfortune, 6hc galJant was not in reality her professed ad- 
)utd writlori a very tender billot, lamenting mirer, Mr Eathom, but rather one of his fel- 
Lcr iinliajjpincsfl in being deprived of thoao low-lodgers, whose passion he favoured with 
which constituted the chief joy of his mediation and assistance, 
hfr Jill*, and entreating him to contrivp some On this notion, which nothing but mere 
jiio.'uirf of renewing the delicious commerce vanity could have inspired, in opposition to 
in ail unsuspected place. This intimation so many more weighty presumptions, she 
siie proposed to convey privately into the took tlie resolution of bringing the alTair to 
hand of her lovef, during his next visit to the a fuller explanation, before she would con- 
family ; hut both were «o narrowly eyed by cert any measures to the prejudice of our 
the mot her, tliat she tound the execution of adventurer, and forthwith dispatched her spy 
lier design irnpracticublc ; and, next forenoon, back to his lodgings, to solicit, on tlie part 
on pretence of going to church, repaired to of Wilhelmina, an immediate answer to the 
the house of a cAiinpanion, who, being also letter he had received. This was an expe- 
her confidant, undertook to deliver the billet dition with wliich the old maiden would have 
with lier own hand. • willingly dispensed, because it was founded 

I'lio Hhc-dragon employed by her mother, upon an uncertainty, which might be attended 
in obedience to tlie mgn which was displayed with troublesome consequences : but, rather 
from thn window, immediately put on her than be the means of retarding a negotiation 
veil, and followed Wilholinina at a distance, so productive of that sort of iqischief which 
until bhe saw her fiiirly housed: she would is particularly agreeable to all of her tribe,* 
not even then return from her excursion, she undertook to manage and eflect the dis- 
hut hovered about in sight of the door, with covery, in full confidence of her own talents 
a view of rnakiiig further observations. In and experience. 

less than five nlimit(\s after the young lady With such a fund of self-sufficiency and 
disappeared, the scout perceived her coming instigation, she repaired to the academy on 
out, aocompaniGd by her comrade, from whom the instant, and inquiring for Mr P*dUioni, 
t he instantly parted, and bent her way to- was introduced to his apartment, where she 
wards the church in good earnest, while the found him in the very act of writing a billet 
other steered her course in another direction, to the jeweller’s daughter. The artful agent 
The duenna, after a moment's suspense and having asked, with the inyslerious air of an 
consideration, divined the true cause of this expert .go-between, if he had not lately re- 
sliort \isit, and resolved to watcli the mo- ceived a message from a certain young lady, 
t ions of the confidant, whom she traced to and being answered in the affirniativo, ga\e 
(he academy in which our hero lodged, and him to understand, that she licrself was a 
from which she saw her return, after the sup- person favoured with the friendship and con- 
posed message was delivored. fidence of Wilhelmina, whom she had known 

draught with this intelhgence, the rancor- from her crcdle, and often dandled on her 
ous understrapper hied her honic to the jew- knee ; then, in tlie genuine style of a prattling 
filer's wile, and made a faitJiful recital of dry-nurse, she launched out in encomiums on 
wha( she liad seen, communicating at the his Dulcinea's beauty and sweetness of tem- 
samc tiriKi licr own conjectures on the sub- per, recounting many simple occurrences of 
ject. Her employer vvas equally astonished her infancy and childhood; and, finally, de- 
und incensed at this information ; she was siring ,o more circumstantial answer to that 
seized with all that frenzy which takes pos- which she had sent to him by her friend 
session ol a slighted woman, when she finds Catherina, In the course of her loquacity, 
horsidf supplanted by a detested rival : and, she had also, according to her instructions, 
in the first transports of her indignation, de- hinted at the misfortune of the door ; and, " on 
voted them as sacrifices to her vengeance, thew'holc, performed her cue with such dex- 
Nor was her surprise so much llic effect of terity and discretion, that our politician was 
ins dissimulation, as of his want of taste and actually over-reached, and, having finished 
discerumciit. She inveighed against him, his epistle, committed it to her care, with 
not as the most treacherous lover, but as the many verbal expressions of eternal love and 
most abjoct wretch, in couftinjr the smiles of fidelity to his charming Wilhelmina, 
such an awkward dowdy, while he enjoyed The. messenger, doubly rejoiced at her 
tne fiivours of a women who hod numbered achievement, which not only recommen^d 
pnnccs in the traio oi ler adm^nirs. For her inihistryV but also gratified her malice, 
the brilliancy of her attractions, such as they returned to her principal with great exulta* 
at present shone, she appealed to the deci- tion, and, delivering the letter, the reader - 
Sion of her minis! r, who consulted her own will easily conceive the transj)ori.s of that 
satisfaction and interest, by flattering the lady when she read the contents of it in these 
other’s vanity and resentment; and so.un- words; 

accountable did the depravity of our hero’s «<AivoeLio Wilhelmina !-^To forget 
. »u<lgraent appear to this conceited dame, that those ecstatic scenes wre have enjoyed toge- 
she began to believe there was some mistake ther^ or even live without the continuation 
m the person, and to, hope that Wilhelmina’s of that mutual bliss, were to qpit all ‘title, to 
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perception, and ivsign . every hope of future 
happincpa. No ; my chorinet, whiiie my head 
retains the least ai>ark of invention, and my 
heart glows with tlie resolution of n man, our 
correspondence shall not be cut otf by the 
machinations of an envious stepmother, who 
never had attractions to inspire a generous 
passion; and, now that age and wrinkles 
have destroyed what little share of beauty 
she once possessed, endeavours, like the 
bend in paradise, to blast those joys in others, 
from which she is herself eternally excluded. 
Doubt not, dear sovereign of my soul ! that 
1 will study, with all the eagerness of desir- 
ing love, how to frustrate her malicious in- 
tentiou, and renew those transporting mo- 
ments, the remembrance of which now warms 
the breast of your ever-constant . Fathom.” 

Had our hero murdered her father, or left 
her a disconsolate widow by effecting the 
death of her dear husband, there might liave 
been a possibility of her exerting the Chris- 
tian virtues of resignation and Ibrgiveness ; 
but such a personal outrage as that contained 
in this epistle precluded all hope of pardon, 
and rendered penitence of no significatiou. 
His atrocious crime. being now fully ascer- 
tained, tins virago gave a loose to her re- 
sentment, urhich became so loud and tem- 
pestuous, that her infonner shuddered at the 
storm she had raised, and began to repent of 
having communicated the intelligence which 
seemed to have such a violent effect upon 
her brain. 

She endeavoured, however, to allay the 
agitation, by flattering her f ■. ry with the 
prospect of revenge, and grutuuUly soothed 
her into a state of deliberate ire ; during 
which she determined to take ample ven- 
geance on the delinquent, fn the zenith of 
her rage, she would have had immediate 
recourse to poison or steel, had she not been 
diverted from her mortal purpose by her 
counsellor, who represented the danger of 
engaging in such violent measures, and pro- 
posed a more secure schome, in the execution 
of which she would see the pcrfidloiis wretch 
sufficiently punished, without any hazard to 
her own person or reputation. She advised 
her to inform the jcwmler of Fathom’s efforts 
to seduce her conjugal fidelity, and impart to 
him a plan, by which he would have it in bis 
power to detect our adventurer lu the very 
act of practising upon her virtue. 

The Jady relished her proposal, and ac- 
tually resolved to make an assignation with 
Ferdinand, as fisual, and give notice of the 
appointment to her husband, that he might 
personally discover the treachery of his pre- 
tended friendi and inflict , upon him such cnas- 
tisernent as (he ^Grerman’s brutal disposition 
should suggest, when inflamed by that species 
ofprovocation. Had this project been brought 
to bear,. Ferdinand, in alV likelihood, would 
have been disqualified frpfii engaging in any 
fifture mfrigue; but fkto ordmnbd that the 
. ' 3 A - ' -r.' " 


design should be defeated, in order to reserve 
him for more important ‘occasions. 

Before the circumstances of the plancouM 
be adjusted, it was his good Ibrtmic to meet 
his Diilcinea in the street, and, in tJie midst 
of their mutual condolence on the interrup- 
tion they liad suffered in their correspondence, 
he assured her, that he would never give his 
invention rcsj)ite, until he should have veri- 
fied the protestations contained in tJie letter 
he had delivered to her discreet agent. This 
allusion to a billet she had never received, 
did not fail to alarm her fears, and introduce 
a very mortifying explanation, in which he 
so accurately described the person of the 
messenger, that she forthwith cumprehended 
the plot, and communicated to our hero licr 
sentiments on that subject. 

Though ho expressed infinite anxiety and 
chagrin at this misfortune, which could not 
fail to raise new obstacles to their love, his 
heart was a stranger to the uneasiness he 
aftbeted ; and rather pleased with the occa- 
sion, which would furnish him with pretences 
to withdraw himself gradually from an inter- 
course by this time become equally cloying 
and unprofitable. Rcing well acquainted 
with the mother*.s temperament, he gues.sud 
the present situation of her thoughts, and 
concluding she would make the jeweller a 
party in her revenge, he resolved from that 
moment to discontinue his visits, and cau- 
tiously guard against any future interview 
with the lady whom ho had rendered so im- 
placable. 

It was well for our adventurer that his 
good fortune so seAsonably interposed ; for 
that same day, in the afternoon, he was fa- 
voured with a billet from the jeweller’s wife, 
coucJjcd in the same tender stylo she had 
formerly used, and importing an earnest de- 
sire of seeing him next day at the wonted 
rendezvous. Although his penetration was 
sufficient to perceive the drift of this mc.ssage, 
or at least to discern tlie risk he should run 
in complying with her request, yet he was 
willing to be more fully certified of the truth 
of his suspicion, and wrote an answer to the 
billet, in which he assured her that he would 
repair to the place of appointment with all 
the punctuality of an impatient lover! Never- ' 
tlieless, instead of performing this promise, 
he, in tl^ morning, took post in a public 
house opposite .to the place of assignation, 
in order to reconnoitre the ground, and about 
noon had the pleasure of seeing the German, 
wrapped in a cloak, enter the door of his 
wife’s she-iriend, though the appointment 
was fixed at five in the evening. Fathom 
blessed his good angel for having conducted 
him clear of this conspiracy, and kept his 
station with great tranquillity till the hour 
of meeting; when he beheld his enraged 
Thalestris tahe the same route, and enjoyed, 
her dmappointment with ineffable satisfaction. 

.. Thus favoured with a pretext, he took his 
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leave oflier, in a letter, giving her to under- 
stand, that he was ii6 stranger to the barbar- 
ous snare she had laid for him : and upbraid- 
ing her with having made such an ungrate- 
ful return for all his tenderness and attach- 
ment. She was not backward in conveying 
a reply to this expostulation, which seemed 
to Jiave been dictated in all the distraction 
of a p)roud woman who sees her vengeance 
baffled, as well as her love disdained. Her 
letter was nothing but a succession of re- 
proaches, menaces, and incoherent execra- 
tions. She tax:ed him with knavery^ insen- 
sibility, and dissimulation; imprecated a 
thousand curses upon his head, and threat- 
ened not only to persecute his life with aU 
the arts that hell apd malice could inspire, 
but also to wound him in the person of her 
daughter-in-law, who should be inclosed tor 
life m a convent,' where she should have lei.J 
sure to repent of those loose and disorderly 
practices which he had taught her to commit, 
and of which she could not pretend innocence, 
as they had it in their power to confront her 
W'ith the evidence of her , lover’s own con- 
fesaion. Yet all this denunciation was quali- 
ded with an alternative, by which he was 
given to understand, that the gates of mercy 
were still open, and that penitence was ca- 
pable of washing out the deepest stain of 
guilt. 

Ferdinand read the whole remonstrance with 
great composure and moderation, and was 
content to incur the hazard of her hate, rather 
than put her to the trouble of making such an 
effort of generosity, as would induce her to 
forgiye the heinous offence he had committed; 
nor did his apprebonsiofi for Wilhclmina in 
. the least influence his behaviour on this OC’^ 
casion ; so zealous was he for her spiritual 
' concerns, that he would have been glad to 
hear she had actually taken the’ veil ; but he 
knew such a step was not at all agreeable to 
her disposition, and that no violence would 
be offered to her inclinations on that score, 
unless her stepmother should communicate 
to the father that letter of Fathom’s which 
she had intercepted, and by which the Ger- 
man would be convinced of his daughter!^ 
backsliding; but this measure, he rightly 
supposed, the wife would not venture to take, 
lest the husband, instead of taking her ad- 
vice touching the young lady, shouTid seek to 
fompromisq the affair, by offering her in 
marriage to her debauchee; a profler, which, 
if acc 9 ptLd,' would overwhelm the mother 
with vexation and uif^air. -He therefore 
chose to tfoat to the effects 6f lenient time, 
which he hoped would gradually weaken the 
resentment of thie Penthosilea, and dissolve 
his comvexii^'with jdie other parts of the 
family, from' Which he longed to he totallV 
detached. . .. , 

How woll s6iisvef.be niight have succeeded 
'in his attempts to shake off the yoke of the 

lothor, whoj^by ho^wr^atiim in life, was 


restrained from prosecuting those measures 
her resentment had planned against his 
fortitude and indifference;, he would have, 
found greater difiiculty than he hod foreseen/ 
in disengaging himself from the daughter, 
whose affections he had won under the most 
solemn professions of honour and fidelity, 
and who, now* she was debarred of his 
company and conversation, and in danger 
of losing him for ever, had actually taken 
the resolution of disclosing the amour to her 
father, that he might interpose in behalf of 
her peace and . reputation, and secure her 
happiness by the sanction of the church. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

Our hero departs from Vienna, arid quits 

the domains of Venus for, the rough field 

of Mars. 

LucKitY for our adventurer, before he ad- 
hered to this deterhiination, the young Count ' 
dc Melvil was summoned to Presburg by his 
father, who desired to see him, before he 
should take the ‘field, in consequence of a 
rupture between the emperor and the French 
king ; and Fathom, of course, quitted Vienna, 
in order to attend his patron, after he and 
Renaldo had resided two whole years in that 
capitol, where the former had made himself 
perfect in all the polite exercisels, become 
master of the French tongue, and learned to 
speak the Italian with great facility; over 
and above those other accomplishments in 
which we have represented him as an inimit- 
able original. 

As for the young count, his exteriors were 
so much improved by the company to which 
he had access, since bis departure from his 
father’s house, that his parents were equally 
surprised and overjoyed at the alteration. 
All that awkwardness and rusticity, which 
hung upon his deportment, was, like the 
rough coat of a diamond, polished away ; the 
connection and disposition of hislimbsseemed 
to have been adiusted anew ; his carriage^aa 
become easy, bis air perf^tly genteel, and 
his conversation gay and unrestrained. The 
merit of this reformation was in a great 
measure ascribed to the care and example 
of Mr Fathom, who was received by the old 
count and his lady with marks of singular 
friendship and qsteem ; ' nor was he> over- 
looked by mademoiselle, who still remained 
in a state of celibacy, and seemed to have 
resigned all hope of altering her condition ; 
she expi^ssed uncommon ^satisfaction at the 
return of her old favourite, and re-admiited 
him into the same degree of familiarity With 
which he had been honoured before' his 
departure. - ' . , 

Tbejpy of Teresa was so excOssive.at 
airivaU that .she' could scarce . supples- her 
raptures, jbo as fio; conceal them fro^/tbe , 
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notice of tho family ; and our hero, upon this 
occasion, porformod the part of an exquisite 
actor, in dissembling those transports which 
his bosom never knew. So well had this 
pupil retained tho lessons of her instructor, 
that, in the midst of those fraudulent appro- 
priations, which she still continued to make, 
sffe had found means to support her interest 
and character with mademoiselle, and even 
to acquire such influence in the family, that 
no other servant, male or female, could 
pretend to live under the same roof, without 
paying incessant homage to this artful wait- 
ing-woman, and yielding the most abject 
submission to her will. 

The young gentlemen having • tarried at 
Presburg about six weeks, during which a 
small field equipage was prepared for Ronaldo, 
they repaired to the camp at lleilbron, under 
the auspices of Count Melvil, in whose 
regiment they carried arms as volunteers, 
with a view to merit promotion iu the service 
by their own personal behaviour. Our ad- 
venturer would have willingly dispensed with 
tills occasion of signalizing himself, his tal- 
ents being much better adapted to another 
sphere of life; nevertheless, he affected 
unconunon alacrity at the prospect of gather- 
ing laurels in the field, and subscribed to his 
fortune with a good grace ; foreseeing tfmt 
even in a campaign, a man of his ^rt and 
ingenuity might find means to consult his 
corporal safety, without any danger to his 
reputation. Accordingly, before he had lived 
full three weeks in camp, the damp situation, 
and sudden change in his way of life, had 
such a violent encct upon his constitution, 
{hat he was deprived of the use of alj his 
limbs, and, mourned, without ceasing, his 
hard fate, by which he found himself pre- 
cluded from all opportunity of exerting his 
diligence, courage, and activity, in the cha- 
racter of a soldier, to which he now aspired. 

Renaldo who was actually enamoured of a 
martial life, and missed no occasion of dis- 
tiijgeishing himself, consoled his companion 
willf great .cordiality, encouraged him with 
the hope of seeing his constitution familiar- 
ized to tlie inconveniences of a camp, and 
accommodated him with everything wJiich 
he tlioiight would alleviate the pain of his 
body, as well as the anxiety of his mind. 
The old count, who sincerely sympathized 
with his affliction, would have persuaded him 
to retihi into quarters, where ho could be 
carefully nursed, and provided with every 
thing necessary to a person in his condition; 
but such Was his dcisird of glory, that he 
resisted his patron^s importunities with great 
constancy, till at length, seeing the old 
gentleman' obstinately determined to consult 
his health by removing him from the field, he 
gradually SufTered himself to recover the iisc 
of his hands, made shift to ait up in hia bed 
and aniuse himself with cards and back- 
gammon,* and, notwithstanding the. feeble 


condition of his legs, ventured to ride out on 
horseback to visit the lines, tlmugh the count 
and his son would never yield to his solicita- 
tions so far, as to lot him accompany Renaldo 
in those excursions and reconnoitring parties, 
by which a volunteer inures himself to toil 
and peril, and acquires that knowledge in the 
operations of war, which qualifies him for a 
command in the service. 

Notwithstanding this exemption from all 
duty, our adventurer managed matters so os 
to pass for a youth of infinite mettle, and 
even rendered his backwardness and timidity 
subservient to the support of that character, 
by expressing an impatience of lying inactive, 
and a desire of signalizing his prowess, which 
even the disabled condition of liis body could 
scarce restrain- Ho must be a man of very 
weak nerves and excessive irresolution, wh*) 
can live in the midst of adnol service?, without 
imbibing some portion of military fortitrulo ; 
danger becomes habitual, and loses a great 
part of its terror^ and as fear is often cauglit 
by contagion, so is courage communicated 
among the individuals of an army. Tlio hope 
of fame, desire of honours ami preferment, 
envy, emulation, and the dread of disgrace, 
are motives which co-operate in suppressing 
that aversion to death or mutilation, whicii 
nature hath implanted in the human mind ; 
and therefore it is not to be wondered at, if 
Fathom, who was naturally chicken-hearted, 
gained somci advantages over his disposition, 
before the end of the campaign, which hap- 
pened to bo neither perilous nor severe. 

During the winter, while both armies 
remained in quarters, our adventurer attended 
his patron to Presburg, and, before the troo|>.s 
were in motion, Renaldo obtained a com- 
mission, in consoc^uencc of which he went 
into garrison at Pliilijisburg, whither he was 
followed by our hero, while tho old count’s 
duty called him to the field in a difrf?rent 
place. Ferdinand for some time had no 
reason to be dissatisfied with this disposition, 
by which he was at once delivered from the 
taliguea of a campaign, and the inspection 
of a fccvcre censor, in the person of Count 
Melvil ; and his satisfaction wtis still increased 
by an accidental meeting with tlio 'Pyroleso 
who had been his confederate at Vienna, and 
now chanced to serve in ^rrison on the same 
footing with himself,’ These two knights- 
errant' rcnewed'their former correspondence, 
and, as all soldiers are addicted to gaming, 
levied contributions upon all those officers 
who had money to lose, and temerity to play. 

However# they had not long pursued this 
branch of traffic, when their bucccss was 
interrupted by a very serious occurrence, that 
for the present entirely detached tht? gentle, 
men in the garrison from such amusements. 
The Preach troops invested Fort Kehl, 
situated on the Rhino, opposite to Strasburg;; 
and the imperialists, dreading that the next 
storm would fall upon Philipsburg, employed 
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themselvos with ^^rcat diligi^nce to put that 
important fortress in a proper posture of 
defence. If the suspension of play was dis* 
pleasing to our hero, the expectation of 
being besieged was by no means more agree- 
able. He knew Iho excellence of the French 
engineers, the power of their artillery, and 
the perseverance of their general : he felt, by 
anticipation, the toils of hard duty upon thh 
works, the horrors of night alanns, cannon- 
ading, bonibardmout, sallies, and mines blown 
up ; and deliberated with himself whether or 
not ho should privately ^vithdraw, and take 
refuge among the hosicgcrs ; but when he 
reflected that such a step, besides the infamy 
that must attend it, would be like that of 
running upon Scylhi, seeking to avoid Cha- 
rybdis, as he would be exposed to more danger 
and inconvenience in the trenches than ho 
could possibly undergo in the town, and, after 
all, run the risk of being taken and treated 
as a (Ifiscrlcr; upon tJiese considerations he 
resolved to submit himself to his destiny, and 
endeavoured to mitigate the rigour of his 
fate by those arts he had formerly practised 
with success. He accordingly found means 
to enjoy a very bad state of health during the 
whole siege, which lasted about six weeks 
after the trenches were opened; and then 
the garrison marched out by capitulation, 
with all the honours of war. 


CHAPTER XIX. ‘ 

He puts himself under the guidance of his 
associate, and stumbles upon the French 
camp, ichere he finishes his military 
career. 

Nqthino else of moment was transacted 
during that campaign ; and in the winter our 
adventurer, with the young count, and his 
friend the Tyrolese, were disposed in quarters 
of cantonment, where Ferdinand made him- 
self amends for the chagnn he had undergone, 
by the cxernso of those talents in which he 
excelled. Not that ho was satisfied with the 
sphere of life in which he acted ; thougli he 
knew himself consummate in the art of play, 
he was nut at all ambitious of a gamester’s 
name ; nor did he find himself disposed to 
hazard those discoveries and explanations to 
Wliich heroes of that class are sometimes 
necessarily exposed. His aim was to dwell 
among the tents ot dip'll life, undisturbed 
by quarrels ami llio din of v/or, land render 
mankind subservient to his interest, not by 
stratagems which irritate, but by that simple^ 
ness of insinuation, which could not fail to 
sootho the temper of those on whom he 
meant to prey. 

Ho saw that all his expectations of Count 
Melvil’s fhture favour were cuunected with 
his choice of a miUtaiy life ; and that hts 
promotion in the service would, in a great 


measure, depend upon bis personal behaviour 
in such emergencies as he did not at all wish 
to encounter. On the other hand, he con- 
fided 60 much in his own dexterity and 
address, that he never doubted of being able 
to raise a splendid fortune tor himselfi pro- 
vided he could once obtain a fixed and firm 
foundation. He had in fancy often enjoyed 
a prospect of England, not only as his native 
country, to which, like a true citizen, he 
longed to be united ; but also as the land of 
promise, flowing with milk and honey, and 
abounding with subjects on which he knew 
his talents would be properly exercised. 

These reflections never occurred, without 
leaving a strong impression upon the mind 
of .our adventurer, which influenced liis 
deliberations lu such a manner, as at length 
amounted to a pcrlbct resolution of with- 
drawing himself privately from a service that 
teemed with disagreeable events, and of 
transporting himself into the country of his 
ancestors, w'hich he considered as the Canaan 
of all able adventurers. But, previous to Ins 
appearance on that stage, he was desirous of 
visiting the metropolis of Prance, in which 
helioped to improve himself m ^he knowledge 
of men and things, and acquire such inlelli- 
gem-e as would qualify him to act a more 
important part upon the British scene. After 
having ^for some tune uidulged these pios- 

S octs m secret, he detcnnined to arconiint»- 
ate himself with the c ompauj and expencLce 
of the Tyrolese, whom, under the specious 
title of all associate, he knew he could 
convert into a very servin 'iblo tool, in for- 
warding the execution of hu- own projects. 

Accordingly, The inclination of this con- 
federate was sounded by distant hints, and 
being found apt, our hero made him privy to 
his ucsimi of decamping without beat of 
dnim ; though, at the same time, he bcggetl 
his advice touching the method of their 
departure, that he might retire with as much 
delicacy as the nature of such a step would 
permit. Divers consultations were held upon 
this subject, before they adhered to •the 
resolution of making their escape from tho 
army, after it should have taken the field in 
the spring ; because, in that case, they would 
have frequent opportunities of going abroad 
on Ibrc^iig parties, and, during one of these 
excursions, might retire in such a manner as 
to persuade their companions that they had 
telfen into the enemy’s hands. 

Agreeably to this determination, the comp 
^was no sooner termed in Alsace, tlian our 
associates began to make preparations for 
their march, and had already taken all the 
previous measures for their departure, when 
an accident happened, which oor hero did 
not fiiil to convert to his own advantage ; tldk 
was no* other than the desertion of Renaldo’s 
valet, who, in consequence 'of a gentle 
ebastUenmnt, which he had richly mented,< 
thought 'proper to disappear, after havii^ 
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plundered his master’s portmanteau* which 
he had forced open i^r the purpose. Ferdi* 
nand, who was the first person that dis« 
covered the theft, immediately comprehended 
the whole adventure, and taking it for granted 
that the delinquent would never return, re- 
solved to finish what the fugitive had imper- 
fectly performed. 

Being favoured with the unreserved con- 
fidence of the young count, he instantly had 
recourse to his bureau, the locks of which he 
found means to burst open, and examining 
a private drawer contrived with great art to 
conceal Renaldo’s jewels and cash, made 
himself master of the contents without hesita- 1 
tion ; then cutting open his cloak bag, and 
strewing the tent with his linen and clothes, 
began to raise his voice, and produce such a 
clamour as alarmed the whole neighbour- 
hood, and brought a groat many officers into 
the tent. 

Hp on this, as on all other occasions, 
performed his cue to a miracle, expressing 
confusion and concern so naturally in his 
gestures and exclamation, that no man could 
possibly suspect his sincerity ; nay, to such a 
degree of finesse did his cunning amount, 
that when his fneud and patron entered, m 
consequence of an intimation ho soon re- 
ceived of his lo&s, our adventurer exhibited 
undoubted signs of distraction and delinum, 
and, springing u})on Hcnaldo with *all the 
frantic fury of a bedlamite,—** Villain ! ’’ 
cried he, “ restore the efTects you have stolen 
from your master, or you shall be inune- 
diately committed to the care of the prevot.” 
However mortified ]V1. dc Melvil might be at 
his own misfortune, the condition of his 
friend seemed to touch him more nearly ; he 
undervalued his own loss, as a trifle that 
could be easily repaired ; and said everv thing 
which he thought would tend to soothe and 
compose the agitation of Ferdinand ; and, 
finally, prevailed upon him to retire to rest. 
The calamity was wholly attributed to the 
deserter ; and Ronaldo, far from suspecting 
the* true author, took occasion, from his 
behaviour oq this emergency, to admire him 
as a mirror of integrity and attachment; in 
such an exquisite manner did he plan all his : 
designs, that almost eveiy instance of his 
fraud furnished matter of triumph to his 
reputation. 

' Having thus profitably exercised his genius, 
this subtHe politician thought it high time to 
relinquish his mjlitaiv expcctaiionB, and, se* 
caring all his valuable acquisitions about his 
own person, rode out with his understrapp^, 
in tlm midst of fifW drogOons, who went in 
quest of forage. While the troopers were 
eiD^oyodin making up their trussUs, two 
adventurers advanced towards the skirt of a 
wood, on pretence of irhconnoitring, and the 
•^otese, who undertools to be our hero’s 
guide, directing him to a path which leadq 
towels" Strasbutg, they suddenly vanished 


from the eyes of their companions, who in a 
few minutes hearing the report of several 
istols, which the confederates pu^osely 
red, conjectured that they had fallen in wi’Ji 
a patty of French, by whom they were made 
prisoners of war. 

The Tyrolese had overrated his 
knowledge, when he took upon himself the 
charge or conducting our hero ; for, upon their 
arrim at a certain place, where two roads 
crossed each other, hO chanced to follow that 
which not only frukrated their intention, but 
even led them directly to the French camp : 
so that, in the twilight, they fell in upon one 
of the out-guards, before they were aware of 
their mis^e. Whatever confusion and 
perplexity they might undergo, when they 
heard themselves questioned by the sentinel 
on the advanced post, certain it is, they be- 
trayed no symptoms of fear or disoi^er ; buf, 
while Ferdinand endeavoured to recollect 
himself, his fellow-traveller, with the appear- 
ance of admirable intrepidity and presence 
of mind, told the soldier, that he and his 
companion were two gentlemen of fiimily, 
who had quitteil the Austrian army, on ac- 
count of having sustained some ill usage, 
which they had no opportunity of resenting 
m any other way ; and that tliey were coino 
to o^T thoir services to the French general, 
to whose quarters they desired to be imme- 
diately conveyed. 

The sentinel, to whom such an instance 
of desert io*n uas neither rare nor indeed 
iincommonr directed them without scruple to 
the next post, where they found a sergeant’s 
party, from which^ at their request, they 
were transmitted to the officer of the grand 
guard, and by him next morning introduced 
to (’ount Coigiiy, who very politely received 
tfiem as volunteers in the army of France. 
Though tills translation was not at all to our 
hero’s liking, he Was forced to acquiesce in 
his fate, glad to find himself, on these terms, 
in possession of his efiTects, of which ho would 
otherwise have been infallibly rifiod. 

This campaign, however, was the most 
dis.agrceable period of his whole life ; because 
the manner in which he ha<i entered into the 
scrvico subjectcxl him to the particular ol>- 
servation and notice of tlie French officers ; 
so that he was obliged to be very alert in his 
duty, and summon aU his fortitude to main- 
tain the character he had assumed. What 
rendered his situation still more unpalatable, 
was the activity of both armies in the course 
of this season, during which, over and above 
sundry fatiguing marches and counter- 
marches, he was personally engaged in the 
afilbir of Hallch. which was very obstinate, 
where, being in the skirts of the detachment, 
be was actually wounded in the face bv the 
sword of an hussar ; but this was, luckily for 
him, the last time he found himself under the 
necessity of exerting his military prowess ; 
for a cessation of arms was proclaimed, b«- 
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fore he was cured of ‘his wound, and peace 
xoncludcd about the end of the campaign. 

\ during Jiis sojourn in the French camp, 
he assumed the character of a . man of iamily, 
who, being disgusted at some supercilious 
treatment he had met With in the German 
service, and at tlie same time ambitious of 
carrying arms under the bannors of France, 
took the opportunity of retreating by stealth 
from his friends, accompanied only by one 
with whom he could entrust his intentions. 
In ^is capacity he had managed his matters 
to such advantage, that many French officers 
of rank were very well disposed to contribute 
their interest in his behalf, had his inclina- 
tion verged towards promotion in the army : 
but he thought proper to conceal his real 
design, under the specious pretext of longing 
to see the metropolis of France, that centre 
of pleasure and politeness, in whicli he pro- 
posed to spend some time for the improve- 
ment of his address and understanding. 
These were motives too laudable ta be op- 
posed by his new patrons, some of whom 
furnished him with letters of recommenda- 
tion to certain noblemen of the first rank at' 
the court of Versailles, for which place he 
and his companion set out from the banks of 
the Rhine, very well satisfied with the hon- 
ourahtc dismission they had obtained from a 
life of inconvenience, danger, and alarm. 

CHAPTER XX. • 

He jirfpffres a stratagem^ but finds himself 
countermined ; proceeds on his journey f 
and is overtaken by a terrible tempest. 

1m the course of this journey, Ferdinand, who 
was never deficient in his political capacity, 

' held a secret conclave with his own thoughts, 
not only touching the plan of his own future 
conduct, but also concerning his associate, 
•of whose fidelity and adherence he began tp 
entertain such doubts as discouraged him from 
the prosecution of that design, in which the 
Tyrolese .had been at first included: for he 
had lately observed him practise the arts of 
his occupation among the French officers, 
with such rapacity and want of caution, as 
indicated a dangerous temerity of temper, as' 
well as a furious rage of acquiring, which 
might be somq time or other satiated upon 
his own friends. In words oar adven- 
turer wa«, afraid tlKit his accontpf^^o would 
profit hie knowledge of the joad and coun- 
tries throtfgb, which they travelled, and, after 
Itaving ntsme free w^ith his nmst valuable 
cfiects, in coiwfoquence of tJie familiarity 
subsisting between them, leave him some 
morning without the ceremony of a formal 
adieu. . 

Aroused by thie suspicion, he resolved to 
anticipate the supposed' intention ^he Ty- 
mese^ by talcing his own departure in the 


same abrupt manner; and this scheme he 
actually put in execution, upon their arrival 
in Bar-Je-duc, where it was agreed they 
should spend a day to repose and refresh 
themselves from the fatigue of hard riding. 
Ferdinand, therefore, taking the advantage 
of his companion’s absence, for the Tyrolese 
had walked abroad to view the town, found 
means to hire a peasant, who undertook to 
conduct him through a by-road as far as 
Chalons ; and with his guide he accordingly 
set out on horseback,, afier having discharged 
the tnll, left a blank paper scaled up in form 
of a letter directed to his friend, and secured 
behind his own saddle a pair of leathern bags 
in which his jewels and cash were usually 
contained. So eager was our hero to leave 
the Tyrolese at a considerable distance be- 
hind, that he rode all night at a round pace 
without halting, and next morning found him- 
self at a village distant thirteen good leagues 
from any part of the route which he and his 
dbmpanion had at first resolved to pursue. 

Here, thinking himself safely delivered 
from the cause of all his apprehension, he 
determined to lie incognito for a few days, 
so as that he might run no risk of an acci- 
dental meeting upon the road with the person 
whose company he had .fqrsaken ; and ar*- 
cordingly took possession of an apartment, 
in which he went to rest, desiring his giii(l»^ 
tb' wake him when dinner should be ready. 
Having enjoyed a very comfortable refresh- 
ment of sleep, with hia bags under his pillow, 
he was summoned according to his direction, 
and ate a very hcariy meal, with great tran- 
quillity and internal satisfaction. In the 
afternoon he amused himself with happy pre- 
sages and ideal prospects of his future fortune, 
and, in the midst of these imaginary banquets, ' 
was seized with an inclination of realizing 
his bliss, and regaling his eyc-sight.with the 
fruits of tliat success which had hitherto at- 
tended his endeavours. Thus infiamed, he, 
opened the repository, and, O reader ! what 
were his reflections, when, in lieu of made- 
moiselle Mclvil’s ear-ri^igs and necklace, 4he 
German’s golden chain, divers jewels of qpn- 
siderdble value, tlie spoils of sundry dupes, 
and about two hundred ducats in ready money, 
he found neither more nor less than a parcel 
of rusty nails, disposed in such a manner as 
to resemble in weight and bulk the movables 
he had lost. . 

It is not tp be supposed bur adyerjturer 
made tliis discovery without emotion. If the 
eternal salvation of mankind could have been 

E urchased for tlie tenth part of his treasure* 
e would h{ive left the whole species in a 
state of reprobation, ratlier than redeem, them 
at that pnj^, unless he had seen in the bar- 
gain, some evident advantage to his own con- 
cerns; pne mhy therefore easily conceive 
with.Wh^'milkmess of resignation he borer 
the loss of the ivhole, and saw himself iti-. 
duced such; affiuence tp^the necessity 
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of depending upon about twenty ddeats, andltude of the place, tHe indistinct imagea of the 
some loose silver, which he carried in his trees that appeared on every side, ^ Stretching 
pocket, for/ his expose upon the road. How- their extrava^nt arms athwart the gloom/' 
ever bitter this pill might be. in Swallowing, conspired wiUi the dejection of spirits pcca- . 
ho so fhr mastered his mortificatihn, as to sion^ by his loss, to disturb his fancy, (Mid 
digest it with a gj)od grace: his ownpene- raise strange phantoms in his imagination, 
tration at once pointed out the canal through Although he was not naturally suj^rstitidus, . 
which this misfortune had flowed appn him ; his mind began to be invaded witn. an awfu) 
he forthwith placed the calamity to the ac- horror, that gradually prevailed over aJl thd 
count of the Tyrolese, and never doubting consolations of reason and philosophy nor/' 
that he had retired with the booty across the was his heart free ftom the terrors of assassi* 
Rhine, into some place to which he knew nation. In order to dissipate these disagree. . 
Fathom would not -follow his footsteps, he able reveries, he had recourse to the coiivet- 
formed the melancholy resolution of pursuing sation of his guide, by. whom he was enter, 
vrith all dispatch his journey to Paris, that he tamed with the bistoiy of divers travellers 
might, with all convenient expedition, in- who had been robbed and murdered by ruffians, 
demnify himself for the discomfiture lie had whose retreat was. in the recesses of that 
sustained. very wood. 

With regard to his confederate, his con- In the midst of this communication, which 
jeeture was perfectly right ; that adventurer, did not at all tend to the elevation of oiir 
though infinitely inferior to our hero in point hero's spirits, the conductor made an excu.se 
of genius and invention, had manifestly the for dropping behind, while our traveller jogged 
advantage of him in the articles of age and on in expectation of being joined again by 
experience ; he was no stranger to Fathom’s hiin'in a fpw minutes: he was, however, dis. 
qualifications, the happy exertion of which appointed in that hope ; the sound of the 
be had often sfeen. He knew him to be an other horse’s feet by degrees grew more and 
economist of the most frugal order, conse- more faint, and at last dtogether died away, 
quently concluded his finances were worthy Alarmed at tins circumstance, Fathom halted ' 
of examination ; and, upon the true principles in the middle of the road, and listened with 
of a sharper, cased him of the incumbrance, the most fearful attention ; but his sense of 
taking it for granted, that, in so doing, he hearing was saluted with nooghit but the dis- 
only precluded Ferdinand from the po^yer of mal sighings of the trees, that seemed to 
acting the same tragedy Mpon Ipm, should foretel an approaching storm. Accordingly, 
ever opportunity concur with his inclination, the heavens eoniracted a more dreary aspect. 
He had therefore concerted his measures the lightning began to gleam, the thunder to 
with the dexterity of an experienced con. roll, and the tempest, raising its voice to a 
veyancer, and, snatching the occasion, while tremendous roar,' descended in a torrent of ' 
our hero, traveltaioted, lay sunk in the arms rain. ' 

of profound repose, ho ripped up the seams In this emergency, the fortitude of our 
of the leather depository, withdrew the con- hero ww almost quite overcome. So many 
tents, introduced the parcel of nails, which concurring circonistancos of danger and dis- 
he had made up for the purpose, and then tress might have appalled the most undaunted 
repaired the breach with great deliberation, breast ; wliat improssion, then, must they 
Had Fathom’s good genius prompted him have made' upon the mind of Ferdinand, who , 
to examine his effects next morning, the washy no means a man to set fear at defiance! ' 
Tyrolese, in all probability, would have main* indeed, he had well nij^ lost the' use of hie 
tamed his acquisition by fbree of arms ; for reflection, and was actually invaded to the 
his personal courage was. rathbr more deter- skin, before he could recollect himself ^0 far 
mined than that of our adventurer, and he as to quit the road, and seek for sholter.alnoiig 
was coiiscique of his own ascendency in this the thickets that surrounded him. Having 
particular ; but his good fortune prevented rode some furlongs into tiie forest, he took 
such explanation. Immediately after dinner, nis station under , a tuft of tall trees, that 
be availed himself of his knowledge, and, screened him firom the storm, and in that 
betaking himself to a remote part of the town, situation cidled a coiincft^ within Idmself, to 
set out in' a post-ebaiso for Luneville, while deliberate upon his next: excursion. He 
00^ hero wad meditating his own escape* pereuaded himself that tub ^de had d^erted 

FathoTn’s.cQiiceptioii wiibBsufficidmttQGom. him for the presentp in order to* give.'intelH- 
prebend Uio .whole of this adventure, as soon gepce* of a traveller to ^me gang of robbers 
. as bis chagrin would his sagacity fiiir with whom ^ was connectea; and that he 
play ;\nor would he- allow his resolution tp must of necessity fidl a prey to those ban- 
' .sink upder the trial ; on the contrary, he de-^ ditti, uidess he should have the good fortune 
^ paried from the village that same a^rnooh/ to elude thsiir search, and disentangle Mm- 
under the auspices of hi^ conductor, sPlf frqpk niazes of the wood., ^ 

'fonnd himBetf benight^ iii midst of a Harrowed with these apprehensions, he;' 
'.forest/ fet iW>m the imbitations' of men. The resolv^. to, commit himself to the mercy of 
darkness ;bf the night, thp ^ence and soH-J the huri^catie, as of two evils the lea^, a&d' . 
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penetrate straight forwards througU some 
devious opening, until he sliuuld be delivered 
from ilio Ibrest. For tliis purpose he turned 
his horse's head in a line quite contrary to 
tlio direction, of the high road which ho hod 
left, on the supposition that' the robbers 
would pursue that track in quest of him, and 
that they would nOver dream of his deserting 
the highway, to traverse an unknown forest, 
amidst the darkness of siigh a boisterous 
night. After ho had continued in this pro- 
gress through a succession of groves, and 
bogs, and thorns, and brakes, by which not 
only his clothes, but also his skin sutfored in 
a grievous manner, while every nerve quiver- 
ed with eagerness and dismay, he at lon^h 
reached an open plain, and pursuing hid 
course, in full hope of arriving at some village, 
where Ips life would be safe, he descried a 
rush-light at a distance, which lie looked 
upon as the star of his good fortune, and 
riding towards it at full speed, arrived at the 
door of a lone cottage, into which he was 
admitted by an old woman, who, understand- 
ing he was a bewildered traveller, received 
him with great hospitality. 

When ne learned from his hostess, that 
there was not nnothcr houa^ within three 
leagues; that she could accommodate him 
with a tolerable bed, and his horse with 
lodging and oats, he thanked Heaven for lits 
good fortune, in stumbling upon this homely 
luibitation, and determined to pass the night 
under the protection of the old epttager, who 
gave him to understand, that her husband, 
who was a fagot-maker, had gone to the 
next town to dispose of his merchandise; 
and that in all probability he would not return 
till next morning, on account of tJic tempest- 
uous night. Ferdinand sounded the beldame 
with a thousand artful interrogations, and 
she answered wi til such appearance of truth 
and simplicity, that he concluded his person 
was quite secure; and, after having been 
regaled with a dish of eggs and bacon, de- 
sired she would conduct him into the chamber^ 
where she proposed he should take his repose. 
He was accordingly ushered up by a sort of 
ladder into an apartment furnished with a 
standing bed, and almost half filled with 
trusses of straw* He seemed extremely well 
pleased with his lodging, which in reality 
exceeded his expectation ; and his kind land- 
lady, cautioning him against letting the candle 
approach the combustibles, took her leave, 
arid locked the door the outside. 

CHAPTER XXL 

V 

He falU.upon Scytta, ffeeking to a/ooid 
Churybdh, 

Fathom, whose owd principles taught him 
to . bo s'uspicioua dijicl’ever upon his guard 
against the tredebety of bis fellow-creatures^ 


could have diepensed with this instance of her 
care, in confining her guest to his chamber, 
and began to be seized with strange fancies, 
when lie obscrv'cd that there was no bolt on 
the inside of tlie door, by which he migiit 
secure himself from intrusion. In conse- 
quence of these suggestions, he proposed to 
take an accurate survey of every object in 
the apartment, and, in the course of his 
inquiry, had the mortification to find the 
dead body of a man, still warm, who hod 
been lately stabbed, and concealed beneath 
several bundles of straw. 

Such a discovery could not fail to till the 
breast of our hero with unspeakable horror ; 
for he concluded that he himself would under- 
go the same fate before morning, without the 
interposition of a miracle in his favour. In 
the first transports of his dread, he ran to the 
window, with a view to escape by that uullet, 
and found his flight eficctually obstructed by 
divers strong bars of iron. Then his heart 
began to palpitate, hisJiair to bristle up, and 
his knees to totter ; his thoughts teemed with 
presages of death and destruction ; his con- 
science rose up in judgment against him, 
and he underwent a severe paroxysm of 
dismay and distraction. His spirits wore 
agitated into a state of fermentation that 
produced a species of resolution akin to that 
which is inspired by brandy or other strong 
liquoro, and, by an impulse that seemed 
supernatural, he was immediately hurried 
into measures for his own preservation. 

What upon a k'ss interefe^lmg occasion his 
imagination durst not propose, he now exe- 
cuted without scruple or remorse. He un- 
dressed the corpse that lay bleeding among 
the straw, and, conveying it to the bed in 
his arms, deposited it in the attitude of a 
person who sleeps at his ease ; then he ex- 
tinguished the light, took possession of the 
place fVom whence the body had been re- 
moved, and, holding a pistol ready cocked in 
each hand, waited for the sequel with that 
determined purpose which is often the imme- 
diate.production of despair. About midnight 
he heard the sound of feet ascending the 
ladder; the door was softly opened; he saw 
the shadow of two men stalking towards the 
bed; a dark lanlhorn being unshroudod, 
directed their aim to the supposed sleeper, 
and he that held thrust a poniard to his 
heart ; the force of the blow' made a com- 
pression on the chest, and a sort of groan 
issued from the windpipe of the defunct ; the 
stroke was repeated, without producing a 
repetition of the note, so that the assassins 
concluded the Work was effectually done, and 
retired for the present, with a dcsigp to 
return and rifle the deceased at their leisure. 

Never bad our hero spent a moment in 
such agony as be felt during this operation ; 
the whole surface of his body was covered 
with, a cbki sweat, a,nd bis nerves . Were 
relaxed with. an universal palsy: in short, he 
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remained in a trance, that in all probability 
contributed to his safely; for had he retained 
the use of his senses, he might have been 
discovered by the transports of his fear. The 
first use he made of his retrieved recolleotion, 
was to perceive that the assassins had left 
the door open in their retreat ; and he would 
have instantly availed himself of this their 
neglect, by sallying out upon them, at the 
iiazard of his life, had not he been restrained 
by a conversation he overheard in the room 
below, importing that the ruffians were going 
to set out upon another expedition, in hopes 
of finding more prey. They accordingly 
departed, alter having laid strong injunctions 
upon the old woman to keep the door fast 
looked during their absence : and Ferdinand 
took his resolution without farther delay. So 
soon as, by his conjecture, the robbers were 
at a sufficient distance fVom the house, he 
rose from his lifrking-place, moved solUy 
towards tile be<l, and, rummaging the pockets 
of the deceased, found a purse well stored 
with ducats, of which, together with a silver 
watch and a diamond ring, he immediately 
possessed himself without scruple ; then do> 
scending with great care and circumspection 
into the lower apartment, stood before the 
old beldann3, before she had the least intima- 
tion of his approach. 

Accustomed as she was to the trade of 
blood, the hoary liag did not behold this 
apparition without giving signs of infinite 
terror and astonishment, believing it was no 
other than the spirit of her second guest, who 
bad been murdered ; she loll upon her knees,, 
and began to recommend herself to the pro- 
tection of the saints, crossing Jierself with as 
much devotion as if she had been entitled to 
the particular care and attentioii of Heaven. 
Nor did her anxiety abate when she was 
undeceived in this her supposition, and under- 
stood it was no phantom, but the real sub- 
stance of the stranger, who, without staying 
to upbraid her with the enormity of her 
crimes, commanded her, on pain of immediate 
death^ to produce his horse ; to which being 
conducted, he set her upon the saddle tvith- 
out delay, and, mounting behind, invested 
her with the management of tho reins, swear- 
ing, in a most peremptory tone, that the 
only chance she had for her life, was in 
directing him safely to the next town ; and 
that, as soon as she should give him the least 
cause to doubt her fidelity in the pciforraance 
uf that task, ho would on the instant act the 
part of her o'jtecutloncr. 

This fleclaratioii had its effect upon tbe\ 
withered Hecate, who,, with many supplica- 
tions for mercy and forgiveness, promised to 
guide him in safety to a certain village at the 
distance of two leagues, where he might i 
lodge )n security, and be provided with a 
fresh horse, or other conv^mence, for pur^ 
suing his intended route. On these condi- 
tions he^ told her she might deservo his 


clemency ; and they accordingly took their 
departure together, she being placed astride 
upon the saddle, holding the bridle in one 
hand, and a switch in tho other, and our 
adventurer sitting on the crupper, super* 
intending her conduct, and keeping the 
muzzle of a pistol close at her ear. In this - 
equipage they travelled across part of the- 
same wood in which his guide had forsaken 
him ; and it is nut to bo supposed that he 
passed his time in the most agreeable revery,. 

I while he found liimself involved in the laby- 
I rinth of those shades, which he considered 
as the haunts of robbery and assiissination. 

Common fear was a comfortable sensation 
to what he felt in this excursion. Tlio first 
steps he had taken for his preservation wore 
the effects of mere instinct, while liis laculties 
were exlingTiislicd or suppressed by despair ; 
but now, as his reflection began to recur, lie 
Was haunted by the most intolerable appre- 
hensions. Every whisper pf the wind through 
the thickets was swelled into the hoarse 
menaces of murder, the shaking of the boughs 
was constmed into the brandishing of pon- 
iards, and every shadow of a tree became the 
apparition of a riiflian eager for blood. In 
short, at each of these occurrences he fell 
what was infinitely more tormenting tlmn tho 
stab of a real dagger ; and at every fresh filiji 
of his fear, ho acted as a rcmcmlirancer to hU 
conductress, in a new volley of imprecations, ‘ 
importing, that her life was absolutely con- 
nected with his opinion of his own safety. 

Human nature could not long subsist under 
subJi complicated terror: nt last ho found 
himself clear of the forest, and was blessed 
with the distant view* of an inhabited pUice: 
he then began to exercise his tJioughts upon 
a new subjoct. He debated with himself 
wlietlier he should make ii parade of his 
intrepidity and public spirit, by disclo.sing 
his achievement, and surrendering liis guide 
to th(i penalty of tho law, or leave tho old 
hag and her accomplices to the remorse of 
their own consciences, and proceed quietly 
on hi.*? journey to Paris, in undisturbed pos- 
session of tho prize he had already obtained. 
This list step he detennined to take, upon 
recollecting, that, in tho course of his infor- 
mation, the . story of the murdered stranger 
would ‘ inlallibly attract the attention of 
, justice, and, in that case, tlie effects ho had 
borrowed from the defimet must be refunded 
for the benefit of those who had a right to 
the succession. This was ap argument which 
our adventurer could not resist; he foresaw 
that he should be stripped of his acquisition, 
which ]io looked, upon as tho fiiir fruits of 
his valour and sagacity; and* moreover, be 
^detained as an evidence against the robbers, 
to the manifest detriment of his affairs : per- , 
haps too he had motives of conscience^ that , 
dzBsuad^ him from bearing witness o^inst ' 
a set of people whose principles did not ' 
much differ firom hisrown. 
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Infliionced by such conbiderations^hd yield- 
<;d to the hrst importunity of the beldame, 
whom ht disniissed at a vory small distance 
from tlie villa|[e, after he had earnestly ex. 
bolted her to quit such an atrociow course 
of life, and atone for her past crimes, bv 
Qticnficmg hor associates to the demands of 
justice She did not fail to vow a perfect 
reformation, and to prostrate herself before 
him fbi the favour she had found, then she 
betook herself to her habitation, with full 
purpose of advising her fellow-murderers to ; 
repair with all dispatch to the ^ lUage, and 
impeach our hero, who, wisely distrusting 
her professions, staid no longer m the place 
than to hire a guide for the next stage, which i 
brought him to the city of Chalons sur Marne i 


CHAPTER XXII 

He arrives at Pari% and is pleasid with 
hts reception 

Hr was not bo smitten with the delightful 
situation of this ancient town, but that he 
abandoned it as soon as he could prociin a 
pobt-chaisc, in which he arrived at Pans, 
without having been exposed to any other 
troublesome adventure upon the road H( 
took llidgings a certain hotel m the fauv- 
bourg dc St Germain, which is the general 
rendezvous oi all the strangers that resort to 
this capital, and now sincerely "congratulated 
himself upon his happy escape from his Hun- 
gallon connexions, and from the snares of 
the banditti, os well astiipon the sj^oils of the 
dead body, and his arrival at Pans, from 
w)ience there was such a short eomeyaiico 
to England, wliitlioi he was attracted by far 
other motives than tJiat of filial veneration 
for his native soil 

He suppressed all his letters of recommen- 
dation, which ho lustly concluded would sub- 
ject him to a tedious course of attendance 
upon the great, and lay him under the nc- 
resNily of soliciting preferment m the army, 
than which nothing was fiiithcr from his 
inclination , and resolved to make his appear- 
iiicf in the charactei o^a private gentleman, 
w hu h would supply him with opportunities j 
of examining the different scenes of life in 1 
such a gay mi tiopolis, so as that he should 
be aide to dioose that sphere in which he 
could move the mpst effectually to his own 
advantage Ue dh 'ordmglv hired an occa- 
b onal domostu . and, under the denomination 
of Count Fathom, which he had retained 
sUiDOe his oemeot jrum Renaldo, repaired 
to dinner at an ormnory, to which he was 
directed ak ik reputable place, frequented by 
fashionable strcmgers of all nations 

tie found this iKedo of infonnation perfectly 
tubt; for he no sooner entered the apartment, 
than hia earn were imluted with a sjtrange 
eo^dbsionofSoiinds* ainong which ho at once 


distinguished the High and Low Dutch, bar- 
barous French, Italian, and English langua^. 
He was rejoieod at this occasion of dispmy- 
ing his own qiialihcations, took his place at 
one of three long tables, betwixt a West- 
phalian count and a Bolognian marquis, in- 
sinuated himself into tlie conversation with 
his usual address, and m less than half an 
hour found means to accost a native of each 
different country in his own mother tongue 
Such extensive knowledge did not pabs 
unobserved A French abbe, in a provincial 
dialect, complimented him upon hib letainmg 
that punty m pronunciation which is not to 
be found in the speech of a Parisian Tlie 
Bolognian, mistaking him for i Tuscan, — 
<‘Sn,” said he, “I presume you are from 
Florence I hope the illustrious house ot 
Loiraine leaves you gentlemen of that fimous 
citv no room to regret the loss of your own 
princes ” The castle of Vei bailies bcooimiig 
the subject of converbdtion, monsieur k 
comptc appealed to him, as to a native Ger 
man, whether it was not mfi nor in point oi 
mognificcDce to the chateau of Grubcnhagei 
The Dutch officer, addrc'^sing hiinbelf to 
Fathom, drank to the probpcrity of Fade riand 
and asked if he had not once served in garri- 
son at Shenketibi bans , and an English knight 
swore, with great assurance, that h'^ hid 
frequently rambled w th him at m dnight 
amoilg the hundreds of Drury 
To each person he lophed in n polite, 
though inybtenoub manner, which did not 
fail to enhauct their c pinion ot Jus good 
bleeding and importann , and, loig before 
the dessert appeued, he was b> all the com- 
pany bupposi to be a personage of grt it 
conb(V]ucnco, who, for bomc subbtintial rea- 
sons, found it convenient to keep himself 
incognito This being the case, it is not to 
be doubted that particular civilities weie 
poured upon him from all quarters He per- 
ceived their sentiments, and encouraged 
diem, by behaving with that bort of compTai- 
sauce which seems to be the result of engag- 
ing condescension in a chancier of bi penor 
dignity and station His adability was gen- 
eral, but his chief attention limited to tl]o«<e 
genUemen klready mentioned, who chance d 
to sit nearest him at tabic, and ho no soonci 
gave them to understand tli it I e was an utter 
stranger m Pans, than they nnaniniouslv 
begged to havt the hononi of loaki ig Lim 
ac quaiutcd wiUi the different curiosities pe- 
culiar to that metropolis 
He accepted of theit* hospitality, accom- 
panied them to a coffeehouse in the afternoon, 
from whence they lenaired to the opera, and 
afterwards adjourned to a noted hotel, in 
order to spend the remaining part of the 
evening, it wim here that our hero secured 
himself e^ctually in the footing he had gamed 
m their good graces he m a moment sa v 
tbronghmll the characters of the party, and 
adapted himself to the^upiour pf indi- 
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viduai, without liescending: from that dova^ 
tion of behaviour whtoh he {>erceivcd would 
operate among them in his behalf. With 
tile Italian he discoursed on music, in the 
style of a connoisseur^ and indeed had a bet- 
ter claim to that title UiaO the generality of 
those upon whom it is usually conferred ; fer 
iio understood the art m theory os well as in 
practice, and would have made no cootempti* 
bio figure among the best performers of tlm 
age. ' 

lie harangued upon taste and gOnius to 
the abbe, who was a wit and critic ex 
or rather ex vestitu : for a young port Prench- 
man, the very moment ho puts on the petit 
collet or little band, looks upon liiniself as 
an inspired son of Apollo; and cv6ry one of 
the fraternity thinks it incumbent upon him 
to assort the duinity of his mission. In a 
word, the abbos are a set of people that bear 
a strong analogy to the templars in l^ondon. 
Fools of each fabric, sharpers of all sorts, 
and dunces of every degree, profess them- 
bolvos of both orders. The templar is, ficn- 
erally speaking, a prig, so is the abbe : both 
are distinguished by an air of petulance and 
self-conceit, which holds a middle rank be- 
twixt the insolence of a first-rate buck, and 
tlie learned pride of a supernhous pedant, 
Tlic abbe is supposed to be a younger bro- 
ther in quest of preferment in the church; 
the temple is considered as a rcccptarlo or | 
seminaiy for younger sous intended for the 
bar: but a great number of each profession 
turn aside into other paths of life, long be- 
fore they reach tliese proposed goals: an 
abbe is often metamorphosed into a feot sol- 
dier; a Uuuplar sometimes sinks into an at- 
torney’s clerk : tlie galleys of Prance abound 
witli abbes ; and many templars tqay be found 
in our American plantations, not to mention | 
those who have made a public exit nearer | 
home. Yet I wmuld not have it Uiought tliat 
my description includes every individual of 
those societies. Some of the greatest scho- 
lars, noliticians, and wits, tliat ever Europe 
pr««iuced, have worn the habit of an abbe ; 
and many of our most noble families in Eng- 
land derive their honours from tliose who 
Jiave studied law in the temple : iho worthy 
sons of every community shall always be 
sacred from my censure and ridicule ; and 
while I laugh at the folly of particular mem- 
bers, I can still honour and revere the insti-< 
tution. 

But let us return from tliis comparison, 
which some readers may think impertinent 
and unseasonable; and observe that the 
Westphalian count, Dutch officer, and Eng- 
lish knight Were hot excepted from the par- 
ticular regard and attention of our adventoter : 
he pledg^ the German in every bumper; 

tlie Hollander with compliments 
^n^^the industry, wealth, Jjmd policy of the 
/ B^en United Frovinoes'^ kserved hjs 
^ef battery ^ his on the 


suppofaitiun that he was, in all respects, the 
best adapted for tlie purposes of a needy 
gamester: him, therefore, he culUvatod with 
extraordinary care and singular observmice ; 
for he soon ^rceived him to be a liuipoin'iat, 
and, from that circumstance, derived a l^ppy 
presage of his own success. TJie baronet’s 
disposition seemed to be cast in the true 
BtigUsh mould. He wim sour, silent, and 
contemptuous; hib very looks indubited a 
con,sciousnc88 of superior wealth, and ho 
never opened his mouth, except to malce some 
dry, sarcastic, national teflechon; nor was 
his behaviour free from that air of suspicion 
which a man puts on, When he believes him- 
self m a crowd of pick-pockets, whom his 
caution and vigilatict. pot at defiance : in a 
word, though ms tongue was silent on Uie 
subject, his whole domeariour was coulinually 
saying,— •“ you are all a pack of poor loimy 
rsscaTs, who have a design upon tny purse": 
Uis true, 1 could buy your whole generation, 
but I wont be bubbled, d^ycece; I’am aware 
of your flattery, and upon my guard againisit 
ail your knavish pranks; and 1 come into 
your company for iny own amusement only.” 

Fathom havmg reconnoitred this pecu- 
liarity of temper, instead of treating him with 
that assiduous complaisance, which be re- 
ceived from the other gentlemen of the party, 
kept aloof from him in the rouvcreation with 
a remarkable e^hyness of distant civility, and 
seldom took notice of what he said, except 
with a view Co contradict him, or retort some 
of Im satirical observations. This he con- 
ecivrd to be the best method of acquiring bis 
good opinion ; because the EngHshnian would 
naturally conclude he was a perbon who could 
have no sinister views upon bis fortune, ehe 
he would have chosen quite a different man- 
ner of deportment. Accordingly the knight 
seemod to bite at the hook : ho listened to 
Ferdinand with uncommon regard; he was 
oven heard to commend his remarks ; and at 
length drank to their better acquaintance. 

chapter ixiii. 

Acquits hmself with address in a nocturnal 
riot. 

Tub Italian and the abbo wer^ the first who 
b^n to grow whimsical under the influence 
or llie burgundy; and, in the heat of their 
elevation, proposed that the company should 
amuse themselves during ihe remaining part 
of the night, at the house of an obliging dame, 
who maintained a troop of fair nymphs for 
the accommodation of the other sex. The 
nroposal was approved by all, except th^ 
Hollander, whose ee/onomy the wine hafi noft 
as yot invaded; and, while he retreated soj 
berly to his own lodgings, the rest of 
socielty adjouYhed in two coaches to thq tenou 
pie of Jove, wh«re they were received by the 
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venerable priestess, a personage turned of 
seventy, who seemed to exercise the func- 
tions of her calling, in despite of the most 
cruel rivages of time for had bent her 
into the form of a Turkish bow her head 
was digitated by the palsy, like the leaf of 
th( poplar tree , her hair f^ down in scanty 
piicelb, as wlutc as the driven snow, her 
face was not simply wrinkled, but ploughed 
into innumerable funows her jaws could 
not boast of one remaining tootn, one eye 
di<itil]td a large quantity of rheum, by virtue 
of the fiery edge that surrounded it , tlie other 
Was altogether extmgiiislied, and she had 
lost hei no<«t in the cuinse of lief ministra- 
tion The DcJphic «tibyl was but a type of 
this hoary in itroii, who by her figure might 
have been mist ikon foi the consort of Chaos, ; 
or mother of Time Yet there was some- 
thing meretricious m her app( arance, as it 
denoted her an indof itigable minister to the 
pleasure of mankind , and os it formed an 
agreeable contrast with th( beauty and youth 
of the fair damsels tJiat wantoned in her 
tram It resembled thosi discords in music, 
which, properly dispost d, contribute to the 
harmony of the whole piece , or those hor- 
rible giants who, in the world of lornance, 
used to guard the gates of tho c istle m which 
the enchanted damsel was confiiied 
This Urgandi seemed to be aware of her 
own importance, md pei te ctly wc 11 acquaint- 
( d with tho human appetite for she com- 
pelled the whole company to jmilergo her 
embrace, then a lackey in magnifie(nt h\- 
erv ushered them into a superb apartmc nt, 
whore they waited some minutes, without 
being favoureil with thf appearance ot the 
ladies, to the manifest dissatisfaction of tiu 
abbe, who, sending lor the goinernonte, n - 
primanded her severely for Jici want of poh- 
tesse The old lady, who was by no means 
a pattern of patience and submission, retort- 
ed Ins reproaches with great emphasis and 
X i\ acity her eloquence flowed altogethc r in 
the C oveiit-Ganlen strain, and I ouestion 
whether the celebrated Mother Douglas her- 
self could have made such a figure m an ex- 
temporaneous altercation 
After having bestowed upon the abbe tiie 
c pitli( ts of sdiK y msignihcant pimp, she put 
him m mind of the good offices which he had 
receuedat her hands, how she had supplied 
him with b *d, board, and bcd-fbllow, in his 
greaUot necosaitv, gent him abroad with 
money m his p ektA , and, m a word, ehensh- 
ful him m her boemn, w lien his own mother 
had abandoned him to divtiess she then re- 
viled him lb« presuming to affront her Wore 
strangers^ and gave the company to under- 
stand, that the young ladies would wait upon 
them aaaqon as tliey could be confessed and 
receive absolution from a w orthy cordelierr 
who was now es^ployed in perfonrnng that 
chanlable office Thegentlcnu n w ere satis- 
fled with this remonstrance, which argued 


the old lady’s pious concern for the souls that 
were under her core, and our adventurer pro- 
posed an accommodation betwixt her and 
the abbe, who was prevailed upon to ask W 
I pardon, and received her blessing upon ins 
1 knees 

This affair hod not been long adjusted, 

I when five damsels were introduced in a very 
I gay dishabille, and oui hero was edmpli- 
jmentod with the privilege of choosuig his 
Amanda from the whole bevy * when he was 
provided, the others began to pair themselves, 
and unhappily the German count ebanced to 
pitch upon the same nymph who had capti- 
vated tne desires of the British knight a 
dispute immedi itely ensued, for the English- 
man made hi<* addresses to the lady, without 
paying the least regard to the pnouty of the 
other’s claim and she, being please d with 
his attachment, did not scruple to renounce 
his rival, who swore by the thunder, lightning, 
and saerameut, that he would not quit his 
pretensions for any pnnee m Christendom, 
much less for a little English cht valier, whom 
he had already honomed too much m con- 
descending to be his companion 

Tlie kniglit, provoked at tins stately de- 
claration, wlucli was the immediate cftect of 
anger and cbriety, eyed his antagonist with 
a most contemptuous asDcct, and advised 
him to avoid suen eonip insons tor thf future 
“Wc all know,” said h(, “the important c 
of a German count, I suppose your n venue 
amounts to thrie hundr d rix-dollars, and 
you have a cli itcau th it looks like tlic nuns 
ot an Fnghfth gaol I will bmd myself to 
lend you a tliousund po luds upon a mortgage 
ol your estate (and a had bargain I a*ii sure 
I shall have), if I do not, m less than two 
months, find a veoiiun of Kent, who sptuds 
more in strong ale than the sum total of 
our yearly intomc, and, were the truth 
nown, 1 believe that lace upon your coat is 
I no better than tinsel, and those fringed ruffics, 

I with fine Holland sleeves, tacked to a shirt 
[of brown canvass, so that, werp you to un- 
dress yourself before the lady, you would only 
expose your own poverty and pndo ” 

The count was so niui h enraged at these 
sarcastic observations, that lus faculty of 
speech was overwhelmed by his resentment, 
though, in order to acquit himself of the Eng- 
hdiman’s imputation, he forthwith pulled off 
his clothes with such fury, that his brocade 
waistcoat was torn from top to bottoiu Tho 
kmght, mistaking his meaning, considered 
this demeanoui as a fair challenge, to try 
which was the better man in the exercise of 
boxing, and, on that supposition, began to 
strip in his turn, when he was undeceived 
by Fathom, who put tlie right interpretation 
upon the count’s behaviour, and beg^d that 
the afikir might be compromised. By this 
time the Westphalian recovered the u<te of 
his tongue, and, with many threats and im- 
precotionsy desired they would takn notice 
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how falsely he had been aspersedi and do 
him justice in espousing his claim to the 
damsel in question. 

Bofuro the company had time or inctina* 
tion to iuterest themselves in the quarreh his 
opponent observed that no person who was 
not a mere Certnan, would ever dream of 
forcing the inclinations of a pretty girl, whom 
the accidents of fortune had subjected to his j 
power: that such compulsion was equivalent 
to the most cruel rape tliat could be commit- 
ted ; and that the lady’s aversion was not at 
all surprising ; for, to speak his own senti- 
ments, were he a woman of pleasure, he 
would as soon grant favours to a Westpha- 
lian hog, as to the person of his antagonist. 
The German, enra^d at this comparison, 
was quite abandoned by his patience and 
discretion : he called the knight an English 
clown, and, swearing he was the most un- 
toward beast of a whole nation of mules, 
snatched up one of the candlesticks, which 
he launched at him with such force and vio- 
lence, that it sung through tlie uir, and wing, 
ing Its flight into the anti-chamber, encoun- 
tcred the skull of his own valet, who with 
immediate^ prostration received tlic message 
of his master. 

The knight, that he might not be behmd 
band with the Westphalian, in point of cour- 
tesy, returned the compliment with the re- 
maining chandelier, which also misded its 
mark, and smiting a large mirror that was 
fixed behind them, emitted such a crash as 
one might expect to hear if a mine were 
spnmg beneath a manufacture of gluo'?. Botli 
lights being thus extinguished, a foious com- 
bat ensued in the dark ; the Italian scampered 
off with infinite agility, and as he went down 
stairs, desired tliat nobody would interpose, 
because it was aii affair of honour, which 
could not be made up. The ladies consulted 
their safety in flight; Count Fathom slily 
retired to one corner of the room, while the 
abbe having upon him the terrors of the cotn- 
ipissaixe, endeavoured to appease and part 
the combatants, and in the attempt, sustained 
9 . random blow upon his nose, which sent 
him howling into the other chamber, where, 
finding hia hand besmeared with his own 
blood, he began to caper about the apart- 
ment, in a transport of rage and vexation. 

Meanwhile, the old gentlewoman being 
alarmed with the noise of the battle, and 
apprehensive that it would end in murder, to 
the danger and discredit of herself and family, 
immediately imistered up her myrmidons, of 
whom she always retained a formidable band, 
and, putting herself at their head, lighted 
them to the scene of uproar: Ferdinand, who 
had hitherto observed a strict neutrality, no 
sooner perceived thmn approach, than he 
leaped in between the disputants, that he 
might be found acting in the character of a 
peace-maker; and, indeed, by this fame, vic- 
tory had *decjared fojr^ )tbe baronet, who had 


treated his antagonist with a cross-buttock, 
which laid him almost breathless on the floor. 
The victor was prevailed upon, by the en- 
treaties of Fathom, to quit the field of battle, 
and adjourn into anotlicr room, where, in less 
tlian half on hour, ho received a billet from 
the count, defying him to single combat on 
the frontiers of Flanders, at an appointed 
time and place. The challenge was imme- 
diately adopted by the knight, who, being 
flushed witli conquest, treated his adversary 
witli great contempt. 

next day, when the fumos of the 
Burgundy were quite exhaled, and tlic adven- 
ture recurred to his remembronct* and sober 
reflection, lie waited upon our adventurer at 
Ins lodgings, and solicited his advice in such 
a manner, as gave him to understand that ho 
looked upon what had happoned as a drunken 
brawl, which ought to have no serious con. 
sequences. Fathom foreseeing that the affair 
might be managed for his own interest, pro- 
fessed himself of tlio baronet’s opinion ; and, 
without hesitation, undertook the office of a 
mediator, assuring his principal that his 
honour should suffer no stain in the course 
of his negotiation. 

Having received the Englishman’s acknow- 
ledgements for this instance of friendship, he 
forthwith set out for the place of the Ger- 
man’s habitation, and understanding he was 
still asleep, insisted upon his being imme- 
diately waked, and told, that a gentleman 
from the chavalicr desired to see him upon 
business of importance which could not be 
delayed. Accordingly, his valet-do-chambre, 
pressed by Fathom’s importunities and re- 
monstrances, ventured to go in and shake 
the count by the shoulder ; when this flirious 
TcUtonion, still agitated by the fever of the 
preceding night, leaped out of bed in a frenzy, 
and seizmg nis sword that lay upon a table, 
vrould have severely punished the presump- 
tion of his servant, haa not he been restrained 
by the cntranco of Ferdinand, who, with a 
peremptory countenance, gave him to under- 
stand that the valet had acted at liis imme- 
diate instigation : and that he was come, as 
the Englishman’s flricnd, to concert with 
him projier measures for keeping the appoint- 
ment they had made at their last meeting. 

This message cffecluolly calmed the Get- 
man, who was not a little mortified to find 
himself so disagreeably disturbed. He could 
not help cursing the impatience of his anta- 
gonist, and even hinting that he would have 
a^ted more like a gentleman and good chris- 
tian,'in expressing a desire of seeing the 
affair accommodated, as he knew himself to be 
the aggressor, cohsequenfly the first ofibnder 
against the laws of politeness and good fel- 
lowsbip. Fatliom, finding him in a fit tem- 
per of mind, took the opportunity of essent- 
ing to the reasonableness of hu observation ; 
he ventured to condemn the impetuosity of 
the baronet, who, bn perceived, was extrcmeljr 
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nic<s and scrapulous in the punctilios of e>cchanged apbl6|^O0» wid x^newcd their for- , 
honour; and said it was pity that;tw^ ffen- mer correspondeuce. , , , ^ 
tlemen should forfeit each otW’s ftiendSiip, Our adyenturer^thoughthe had good reason 

much less expose their lives* for.sUch a to congratidate; himself upon the part he had 
frivolous cause. “My deal* count!** dried acted jn this pacification : he was treated hy 
the Westphalian, “ I am charmed to , find hothwiths^hal marks of particular affection 
voiir sentunents so cbtifb^ahle to my own : and esteeih. Tim . count pressed him to 
in an honourable cause, I despise oil danger ; accept, as a token of his attachment, a sword 
iny courage,, thaiik Heaven ! has been mani- of very curious workuratisliip, which he had 
tested in many public engagements as well received in a present from d certain, prince 
as in private rencouiitres ; but, to break with of the empire $ the' knight forced upon his 
my fnend, whose ehiinent virtues I admire, finger a very splendid diamond ring, as a 
and even tb seek his life, on sucH a scandal- testimony of his gratitude and esteem : but 
ous occasion, for a little insignificant w—ie, there was still anouier person to bo appi^ased, 
who, 1 suppose, took the advantage of our before the peace of the whole company could 
intoxication, to foment the quarrel ; by be established. This was no other than the 
Heaven ! my conscience cannot digest it.** . abbe, from wliom each of the reconciled 
' Heaving expressed himself to this purpose^ friends received at dinner a billet couched in 
he waited impatiently for Uie reply of Fbrdr- these words. — 

imnd, who, after a pause of dcliberarion, “ I have the honour to lament the infinite 
oifTered his services in the way of mediation ; chagrin and mortification that compels me to 
though, he observed, it was a matter of great address myself in this manner, to a person-' 
deJicacy, and the event altogether uncertal'n. of your rank ,Rnd eminence, whom I should 
" NevertheJobs,** added our adventurer, do myself the pleasure of waiting upon in 
Will strive to appease the knight, who, I hope; person, were I not pnwented by the misfor- 
will be induced by my remonstrances to tune of my nose, which was last night most 
forget the ‘ unlucky accident, which hath so cruelly disarranged, by a violent contusion I 
disagreeably interrupted your mutual friend- had the honour to receive, in attempting to 
ship.” The German thanked him for this compose that unhappy fracast at the house 
proof of his regard, which yielded him more of Madam la Maquoreilc ; and what puts the 
satisfaction on account of the chevalier than Wishing stroke to my mishap, is .my being 
of himself ;—** For, by the tombs of my rendered incapable of keeping three or four 
. faUiera !*’ cried he, “ 1 have so. little concern assignations with ladies of fashion, by whom 
. for' my personal safety, that, if my Imnour, I have the honour to be particularly esteemed, 
were interested, I durst oppose myself singly The disfiguration of my nose, the pain I have 
to the whole bon of the empire ; and I am undergone, with the dL^composure of brain 
now ready, if the chevalier requires it, to give which it produced, 1 could bear as a philoso* - 
him the rendezvous in *the forest of Sciijis, pher ; but the disappointment of the ladies, 
either on horseback or on foot, where this my glory will not permit me to overlook; 
contest may bb terminated with the life of one and as you know the injury was sustained in 
, r both of us.*' ^ : your service, I have the pleasure to hope you 

Count Fathom, with a view to chastise the will not refuse to grant such reparation as 
Westphalian for this riiodomontade, told himr will be acceptable to a gentlem^ who has 
.with a mortilying air of indifibrence, that if the honour to be, with inviolable attachment, 
tliey were both Wit upon taking the field* your most devoted slave, 

; he Would save himeolf the trouble of inter- “ Pepiit Clotbirb OhXrle Henri 

. psing farther in the affair ; and desired to Louts Barna.be de Fvmier.*' 

^ow the hoar at which it would suit him to This epistle was so. equivocal, that the 

take the air with the barpiiet: the other not persons to whom it was addressed, did not 
a little embarrassed by this question, saidi, know whetlicr or not they ought to into^ret - 
with a faltering tongue, he should be proud the cOntqnts into a challenge ; when our hero 
-to obey the ohevalier’e ordem ; but, at the observed, that the ambi^ity ofhis expreissiona 
, time, owned he should be much better plainly proved there was a door left open for 
pleased if opr hero would execute the pacific t and proposed they should 

' \pt^o»al be had madc> Fathom accoroingly forthwith visit the writer at.his own apart-- 
to ext ..<himself.fi>T that purpose, ment: thev^ifcccprdittgiy Mowed his advice, 
to the knight;^ with whom he as- and found ^ bhhe in hie morning ^wn and' , 
Bofi&d the jBient of having tranquillized slippers, wjt^ three huge night-caps .on hla 
‘Tagb <)!fWinC!enef»d barWrian;who Was now head, Bnd\a .crape hat-banm tied over the 
disposed inm.z^contillatidTiitpoki emial terms : mid^ 'of his fkoe, by way. of b^dage to hie 
‘the barehnt oveipWhelmted him with Caresses novK ;.Hd^"teccivea his visitors the 
tmd UP^n his friendship and most^ " aidjculoua solemnity, a . 

: purobri; qf t]^ etratid f but^ 

, as iFby aocidbl^ apartment, Westphalian' 

where, (&aeli other oo^e m dym^ueiwse of ih 
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aak ])ardon ibr the undesigned offence they | 
had given, Ins features retrieved their natural 
vivacity, and he iirofesBed himself perfectly 
satisfied with their polite acknowledgement. 
Then they condoled him upon the evil plight 
of his nose, and seeing some marks upon liis 
shirt, asked, with seeming concern, if he had 
lost any blood in the fray? To this interro- 
gallon he replied, that he had still a sufficient 
quantity left for the occasions of his friends ; 
and that he should deem it his greatest glory 
to expend tlie lost drop of it in their service. 

Matters being thus amicably adjusted, thev 
prevailed upon bun to uncase his nose, which 
retained no signs of the outrage he had 
suffered; and the amusements of the day 
were concerted. It was m consequence of 
this plan, that, after the comedy, they were 
entertained at the count’s lodgings, where 
quadrille was proposed by the abbe, as tlic 
most innocent pasUtne, and the propot^al wos 
immediately embraced by all present, and by 
none with more alacrity than by our ad- 
venturer, who, without puttinir forth a moiety 
of his skill, went home with twenty louis 
clear gain : though, far from believing him- 
self greatly superior to the r(*st of the party 
in the artifices of play, he justly subpected 
that they had concealed their skill, with a 
view of fatripping him on some other occasion ; 
for he could not suppose, that persons of their 
figure and character should be, in reality, such 
novices as they affected to appear. , 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

He overlooks (he advances of his friends, 
and smarts severely for his neglect, 

Steelei> with this cautious maxim, he 
guarded himself from their united endeavours, 
in sundry subsequent attacks, by which his 
first conjecture was confirmed, and still came 
off conqueror, by virtue of his unparalleled 
finesse and discretion: till at length they 
seemed to despair of making him their prey, 
and \he count began to drop some hints, 
'importing a desire of seeing him more closely 
united to the views and interest of their 
triumvirate. But Ferdinand, who was alto- 
gether selfish, and quite solitary in his pros- 
pects, discoura^d idl those advances ; being 
re.solved to trade upon his own bottom only, 
and to avoid all such connections with atty 
person or society whatever ; much more, 
with a set of raw adventurers whose talents 
he desjjised. With these sentiments, he 
still inaintaifted the dignity and reserve of 
his ftrst appearance among them, and rather 
enhanced than diminished that idea of im- 
portance which he had inspired at thr* be- 
ginning ; because, besides his other qualifica- 
tions, they gave him credit foir the address 
with which he kept himself superior to their 
united designs. 

* 85 - 


While he thus emoyed his pre-*cminence 
together with the miits of his success at 
play, which he managed so discreetly, as 
never to incur tlic reputation of an adventurer, 
he one day chanced to bo at the ordinary, 
when the company was surprised by the 
entrance of such a figure as had never ap*. 
peared before in that placo. > This was no’ 
other than a person liabited in the exact 
tinitbrm of an Enghbh jock^. Ills leathern 
cap, cut bob, fustian frock, flannel waistcoat, 
buff breeches, hunting boots, and whip, were 
sufficient of themsmvos to furniHh out a 
henomcnon for the admiration of all Paris : 
ut these peculiarities were nndered still 
more conspicuous by the beliaviour of the 
man who owned them. When he crossed 
the tliresliold of the outw^ard door, he pro- 
duced such a bOiind from the smack of his 
whip, ns equalled the explosion of an ordi- 
nary cow -horn ; and then broke forth into the 
halloo of a fox-hunter, whieh ho uttered wiUi 
all Its variations, in a strain of vonfcration, 
that seoiiied to astonish and confound the 
whole assembly, to whom he inlrodiieed 
himself and his apuiuol, by cxclairiiinj.^ in a 
tone bomething less melodious than the i r/ 
of mackarel or live cod, — “By your leave 
gtmlJevolks, 1 hope there’s no oflence, m an 
nonobt plain Englishman’s coming with 
money in his pocket, to table a bit of your 
Vrench frigoboe and ragooze.” 

This declaration was made in surh a wild 
fantastical manner, that the greatt*bt part of 
the company inibtook him for somo savage 
monster or maniac, and consulted their 
safety by starting iip/rom table, and drawings 
their bwords. The Englishman, seeing such 
a martial apparatus produced against him, re- 
coiled two or three bteps, saying, — “ Waunds, 
a bohevc tlie people are oil bewitched : what , 
do they take me for a beast of prey^ is theie 
nobody bore that knows Sir Stcutur Stdo, 
or can speak to me in mv own lingo?” He 
had no sooner pronounced those words, than 
the baronet, wath marks of infinite burpriM*, 
rail towards him, crying, — “ Good Heaven ! 
Sir St cut or, wlio exjieotcd to meet with you 
1 in Pans?” ITpon winch the other eyeing him 
ivery camcbtly, — “Odds hearllikins,” cried 
hr, “ my neighbour, Sir Giles Squirrel, as I 
am a living soul!” With these words, hr 
flew upon him like a tiger, kiHsed him from 
car to ear, demolished nis periwig, and dis- 
ordered the whole economy of hw dri's.', to 
the no small entertainment of the company. 

Having well nigh stiffed his counliyman 
with embraces, and besmoared himself with 
pulville from head to foot, he proceeded in 
this manner: — “Mercy upon thee, knight, 
thou art so transmographied, and bedaubed, 
and bedizened, that thou inought rob thy 
own i?]Oth0r without fear of information. 
Lo^k ho here now, I will be trussed, if the. 
very h — - that was brought up in thy own. 
bosom knows thee ^gain. Hey, Sweetlips, 
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here hussy, damn th&^oad, do'st n’t WwtW 
old measter. JBy, ey, thou maiy’st smell 
Christmas, FIJ be bound to be hanged, knighti 
if the orculure’s nose an’t foundered by the 
damned stinking perlbmes you have got 
, nmongyou.” ' , • 

These cOmpHaients being past, the two 
knights ea^ down by oiie another, and Sir 
fetentor being asked by his neighbour upon 
what errand he had crossed the sea, gave him 
to understandt.that he bad come to ]^ance, in 
consequence o£a wager with ’^uire Snaffle, 
who had laid a thousand pounds, that he, Sir 
Stentor, would not travel to Paris hy himself, 
and for a whole month appear every day at a 
certiun hour in Uie public walks, without 
wearing any other dress tlian that in which 
he saw him.-—** The fellor has got no more 
stuff in his pate,” continued thie politestran- 

f er, fnhan a jackasis, to think J could not 
nd iny way hitber, thof I could not jabber 
your French lingo. Ecod* the iieople of 
this, country are sharp enough to find out 
your meaning, when you want to spend .any 
tiling among them: and as for the matter qlf 
dress, bodihinst for a thousand pounds 1 
v/oiild engage to live in the midst of them, 
and show myself without any clothes at all. 
Oddis heart 1 a true-born Englisliman needs 
not be ashamed to show his face, nor his 
backside neither, with the best Frenchman 
that over trod the gropnd. Thof we English- 
men don’t beplaister our doublets witn gold 
nnu silver, I believe as how we liavc our 
pockets better lined than niost of our rteigh- 
butirs ; and for all fny bit" of a fustian frock, 
that cost me In all but /oity shillings, I be- 
lieve, between you and* me,* knight, I have 
more (Just in my fbb, than all tliose powdered 
sparks put together. But the worst of the 
^ matter is this j here is no solid belly-timber 
1 1 * ^ can’t have a slice of a 

jloJicatc Birloiq, or nice buttock oF beef, for 
lov? nor money. A pize upon them ! I could 
■ get DO cBtaWcs upon tlic rubad^ but what they 
ckli bully, which looks like the flesh of Pha- 
raoh’s lean kjne steXved into rags and tatters; 
and then Uieir peajohn, peaiohn, rabbet them! 

- one would think every old woman of this 
Kingdom hatched pigeons from her own body.” 

It is not to bo supposed that such an origi- 
. ml sal unobserved. , The French and otlier 
foreigners who had never been in England, 
^™h,wlth amazement at the 
‘ and deportment ; whde 

^osfa were.o\'^!rwhehded with 
. aiiatne? and kept a most wary 

r^«?uzed by Ihefr 
countiyjnisnt- fof bur adventurer, he i^as 
' »'^«^yt»^'^.«*h joy at8ight'ofthig 
carwsity; }%^biiadbred hub as a iteijuine, 

nch the right Rhflieh 

J*** *«*rt 
^hm he beard Sir 
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kpiglrt would endeavour tp reserve^ him fbr 
his own game; but he was too. conscious of 
his own acco^lishments to think he should 
find great difflculty in superseding the in- 
fluence ' of Sir Giles. 

Meanwhile,: the new comer was by his 
friend helped to some r^out, which pleased 
his palate so well, that . be declared he should 
now make a hearty meal, for the first time 
since he had' crossed the water; and, while 


individual aroimd the table. . Ferdinand seized 
this opportunity of insinuating himself into 
his favour, by saying in English, lie Wjos |^ad 
to find there was any thing in France that 
ww agreeable to Sir Stontor. To this com- 
pliment the knight replied with an^ air of 
surprise,— “Wttunds! I find here’s anotlier 
countryman of mine in this here company. 
Sir, I am jiroud to see you with all my heart;” 
So speaking, he thrust out his riglit Jiond 
across the table, and shook our hero by the 
fist, with such violence, of civility, as p^vpd 
yeiy grievous to a French marquis, who, in 
helping himself to soup, was jostled in such 
a manner, as to overturn the dividing-spoon 
in his own bosom. The Englishman, seeing 
the mischief he had produced, cried, — “No 
offence, I hope,” in a tone of vociferation, 
which the marquis in all probability miscon- 
strued ; for he be^n lo model his leatun^s 
into very sublime and peremptory look, 
when Fathom interpreted the apology, and 
at the same time informed Sir Stentor, that 
although lie himself had not the honour of 
being an Englishman, ho had always enter- 
tained a most particular'veneration for the 
country, and learned the language in conso- 
quence of that esteem. 

, “ Blood »” answered the knight, “J[ think 
nyself the Inore obliged to you fbr your 
kind opinion, than if you was my countryman 
in good earnest ; for there be abundance of 
we English, ho offence, Sir Giles,, that seem 
to be ashamed of tlieir ovVn nation, and leave 
their homes to come (md spend their for- 
tunes abroad, among a parcel of^you under- 
stand me, sir — a word to the wise, as tin? 
saying is.”;^IIere he was interrupted by an * 
article of tlic second comse, that , seemed to 
ffive mm great dii^Uirbance ; ]this woe a roaoted 
leveret, very strong of the fumet, which hap- 
^ned. to.be placed directly under his nose. 
His sense of smelling was no sooner encpun^ " 
tered by the effluvia of this delicious . Are, 
th^ he sta^d up from taWe^ ©itcfaiminir.-^ ^ 

^ myWl here'iB a pi«o^.rf cannoa.,' 
that I woiild-agt,offer to eV a hooiid in wy 
kemjel s *138 enough to make aDy obristiai 
vomjJ bbth.got and gall and iitdUd by thn ' : 
j^ty made while he mA to tlw W 

h|^' .1^. i . .... .... . . 


Stet^r lint 

; ,l)Oc^ta ; that 


^ this last 


ling of li% 
the other: tufle: “ 


’f’heahbe^^^ho concliidsd>, 


that . Jlpveje^. ^not * 
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di8c<Hitent| < txid desired that it mi^t 
brought tp tbo other end of the table vst^ his 
examination. He accordingly hun^ over it 
with the most greedy aj»petite» feasthig hie 
nostrils with the steams of animal 'putroihc^ 

‘ tion: and at length declared that tlie morceau 
Was passablop tlmughhe owned it would have 
been highly per^t, had it been kept another 
week. Nevertheless, mouths were not wahU 
ingto discus itt insipid as it wiiB» for in 
ttoo, mmiites there was not a vesti^ to be 
sdeh of that which had offended the organs 
of Sir StentOr, who now resumed his .place, 
and did justice to the dessert. But wlmt he 
eeenied to relish better than any other part 
of the entertainment, was the conversation 
of our adventurer, whom, after dinner, he 
begged to have the honour of treating with 
a dish of coffee, to the seeming mortification 
of his brother knight) over which Fathom 
exulted in his own lieart. 

In short, our hero, by hia afihbility and 
engaging deportment. Immediately gained 
; possession of Sir Stentor’s good graces, in« 
somuch, that he desired to crack a bottle 
with him in the evening, and they repaired 
to an auberge, whither his te]low-knignt.ac»> 
conipanied them, not without manifest signs 
of reluctance. There the stranger gave a 
loose to jollity; though at first he damned the 
burgundy as a poor thin liquor, that ran 
through him in a twinkling, and, ijastead of 
warming, cooled his heart and bowels ; how* 
ever, it insensibly seemed to give the lie to 
his imputation ; for his spirits rose to a more 
elevated pitcli of mirth ami good fellowship ; 
he sung, or rather roared, the Barly Horn, 
so as to alarm the whole neighbourhood, and 
began to slabber his companions w'-ithamgst 
beardike affection. Yet whatever haste he 
made to the goal of ebriety, he was distanced 
by his brother baronet, who from the begin* 
ning of the party had made little other use 
of his mouth than to receive the glass, and 
now sunk down upon the floor, in a state of 
temporary annihilation. 

was immediately carried to bod by the 
. direction of Ferdinand, who nqw saw him- 
self in a manner, possessor of that mino to 
which he had made such eage.r and artful 
advances. That he might, therefore, carry 
on the approaches in the same cautious man* 
ner, he ^dofdly shook off the trammels of 
sobriety, gave a lease to that spirit of fi^ee- 
dom which good dii^uor' ^ommotdy inspires^ 
and, in the dhinkenness, owited^ 

himself Wd ;af a^^nobie ^^ily .of Poland/ 
tShom winch he'' had been obli^d to atont 
himhelf an, affair of ho,nQpr/ 

/niA/et epifipromieed. . / > ' /» 

' Jlavihg' 'madei confession, and laid 

/ stEtopg icinimtidnfl o upon Sir Step** 

tor, hy coimtenaince 6) acquire 
C iatihry audeepdin^ gjasali.hew symptom 
intQai<btioH ; i 


,0 ' 




swora eternal ftrafidship^fi^! and : 

swallowed fre^h bumpers, Ih 

ail appearance quite 
gan to yawn in coimert, and 
their chairs. The knight^ seemed tp resei^; 
the attacks of giiBnbor« as so many^ 
nent attempts to intomipt their entortwn^;^ 
ment; he cursed bis own propensity to sleep// 
imputing it to the damned French climate^,;.: 
and proposed io engage in some pastime tlit^vS 
would ke^ them awake. — Odd’s flesh!’*/; 
cried the Briton, “ when Pm at home, I defy * 3 
all the devils in hell to fasten, my eyelids r 
gether, if so boas I am otherwise inclined ; for ,• 
there’s mother and sister Non, and brother ' 
Numps and I, continue to divert ourselves . 
at all-fourB, brag, cribbage, tetotum, hussle* 
cup, and chuckwvarthing, and tho’f 1 say it, 
that shouldn’t say Jt, 1 won’t turn my back 
to e’er a he ih England at any of these pQ$«. 
times ; and sq, count, if you are so disp^ed, 

I am your man, that is in the waydf ^end- 
sfiip, at which' of these you shall please to, 
pitch upon.” 

To this proposal Fathom replied, he was 
quite ignorant . of all the games he had men^^ 
tioned ; but, in order to amuse Sir Stentor, 
he would play with him at lansquenet, for a 
trifle, as he had laid it down for a maxim, to . 
risk nothing considerable at play. “Wounds!”' 
answered the knight, “ I hope you don’t think 
I come here in quest of money. ’Phank God! . 
I have a good landed estate worth five thou- ^ 
sand a-yeart and owe no man a halfpenny, 
and 1 question whether thereby many counts 
in your nation, no oflence, I hope, that 
say a bolder woi;d. As for your Un^kinnct, 

I know nothing of tlie matter ; but twill toss 
up witii you for a guinea, cross or pile, as the 
saying is ; or, if there’s Such a thing in thifi 
country as a box and dice, 1 love to near the 
bones rattle sometimes/’ 

Fathom found some difficulty in conceal- 
ing liis joy, at the mention of this last amuse* 
ment, winch had been one of fiis chief studies, , , 
and in which be had made auph progress, that 
he could calculate all the chaUcejs wlth^the " 
utniojBt exactness and certainty, Howeycr// 
be made shift to contain himself within due ' 
bounds ; and, with seeming indifference con* . 
sented to pass away an hour at haxardi pro* ' ; 
v^ed the immemehtS could bq /prm^d. . ^ 
Accordingly , the landlord was consulted, and 
thmr.desitoMtified; tbp dice produced; 
ud the thus effects, of 

ibeir ;mutoal "JSV^ne, at , first, 

dec)aretl' for thef fi^isbrnan, who ^as per* , 
dtittod by our to win twe^ broad * 

{dOces; and howkS' so elated with his sue* ^ 
as to evefy lueky toowi . 

wtb ateud buint;ona|^ 
and^imple mani&^arions of excessive jbyi / 
something less sweq^ ^ 
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are the seven black frUrn, I’&iths Come moralize upon, and accordin||^]y it did not 
alor.jr iny yellow boys-— odds heart * 1 never pass without his remarks He found himself 
hked the face of Lewis before ” fairly foiled at his own weapons, reduced to 

Fathom drew happy presages from these indigence m ^ foreign land, und, what he 
bo>i'-h raptures, and, after having indulged chiefly regretted, robbed of all those gay 
them for some time, began to avail himself expectations he had indulged from his own 
oi liK arithmetic, in consequence of which supposed excellence in the wiles of fraud , 
the knight was obliged to refund the greatest for, upon a little recollectnn, he plainly per- 
part of his winning then he altered his note, ccived he had fallen a sacrifice to the con- 
and became as intemperate m his chagrin, as federacy he had refused to join , and did not 
lie had been before immoderate in his mirth at all doubt that the dice were loaded for his 
He cursetl himself and his whole generation, destruction but, instead of beating his head 
damned hib bad luck, stamped with his feet against the wall, tcannghis hair, imprecating 
upon the floor, and challenged Ferdinand to vain curses upon himself, or betraying other 
double stakes This was a very welcome frantic symptoms of despair, he resolved to 
proposal to our hero, who found air Stentor accommodate himself to his fate , and profit 
jiibt such a subject as he had long desired to by the lesson he had bO dearly bought 
encounter with , the more the Engbshman With this intention, he immediately dib- 
laid, the more he lost, and Fathom took care missed liis valet, quitted liis lodgings, retired 
to inflame his passions, by certain y. ell-timed to an obscure street on tlie other side oi tho 
safeasms upon his want of judgment, till at nver, and, covering one eye with a large 
length he became quite outrageous, sworo patch of black silk, presented himself m 
the dice were false, and threw them out at quality of a musician to the director of the 
tho window, polled oif his periwig, and com- opera, who, upon hearing a trial of his skill, 
nutted it to the flames, spoke with the most received him into the band without further 
rancorous contempt of hia adversary’s skill, question While he continued in this situa- 
insisted upon his having stripped many a bet- tion, he not only improved his taste and 
ter man, for all he was a count, and threatening execution in music, but likewise found fre- 
thdt, before they parted, he should not only queut opportunities to extend his know ledge 
look like a Pole, but also smell like a pole-cat of mankind , for, besides * ne employment h^' 
This was a spirit which our adfvcnturer exercised m public, he was often com erned 
industriously kept up, observing that the m piivate concerts that were given in the 
Ungbbh were dupes to all the world, and hotels of noblemen, by which medn«« he he- 
that, in point of genius and address, they came more and more atquainted with the 
re no more than noisy braggadocios In persons, manner^, and characters of high 
•-hort, another pair of dice was procured, the life, winch he contemplated with the mo^t 
t takes were a^in raised, and, after sevoial industrious attention, as a spectator, who, 
vicissitudes, fortune declared so much in f i- being altogether unconcerned in the perfonn- 
V our of the knight, that Fathom lost all the ance, is at more liberty to observe and enjoy 
money in his pocket, amounting to a pretty the particulars of the entertainment 
(onsioerable sum By this time he was It was m one of those assemblies he had 
warmed into imeommon eagerness and iin- the pleasure of seeing his friend Sir Stentor, 
patience, being equally piqued at the success dressed m the most fashionable manner, and 
and provoking exultations of his antagonist^ behaving with all the overstrained pohtesse 
whom he now invited to his lodgings, in of a native Frenchman He accoin- 
order to decide the contest Sir Stentor paniod by his brother knight and the abbo , 
complied with his request, the dispute was and tlii-^ triumvirate, even m Fathom’s henr- 
iciic wed with various success, till, towards mg, gave a mvist ludicrous detail of tho finesse 
day-hght, Ferdinand saw this noisj , raw, they had practibed upon tho Polish count to 
inexperienced simpleton, carry off iill his their entertainer, who was ambassador fiom 
roidy cash, together with his lewels, and a certain couit, and made himself extremely 
almost everything that was valuable about merry with the particulars of the relation 
Ins person , and, to eruwn the whole, the vie- Indeed, they made «hift to describe some of 
tor at oarting told him, with a most intolera- the circumstances m such a ridiculous light, 
ble eneet, thai m snon as count should that our adventurer himself, smarting os he 
receive another remtttanoc irhm Poland, he was with the disgrace, could not help laugh- 
would gw^him his t^venge mg m secret at the account He afterwards 

made it his businefss to inquire into the 
^ characters of the two Bntish knights, and 

CHAI*TER XX V understood they weie notorious sharpers, 

who had come abroad for the good of their 
Itf bears His fate hke a phtlosophett end country, and now huoted m couple among a 
contracts arifuatntanct mih a very rc^ fkrench pack, that dispersed themselves 

through the pubhc ordmanes, walks, hud 
spectacles, in order to make a prey of 
Tftia was a piOfier stAtieet for our hero to cat||tioo8 atraUgers 
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The pndo of FerdintiJid wa^ piqued nt Uiia and though the first trapspurta of lua gnt i 
wformdtjon } and he wob even onioieted with had sub&ided, it was easy to perceive he etiU 
the d« sire of niaking reptibals upon thib indulged a decp-iooted melenchc^# for the 
fiatemitv, trom which he ardently longed to tears Were fioquciitly ohserved fe trioUe 
retrieve his honour and efiocts • Inittl'e issue dovin h^s beard The comnuesatre oftjit®' 
of his last adventure had rtinforcod Jus can* quarter had at first ordered this onental to 
tion, and, for the present, ho found means to be watched tn lus outgoings^ according tvk 
BUpprc*>3 the dictates of his avance and the majcimsof the French police { but w 
ambition, rosolving to employ his whole hfb was found so regular and loolTunsivef 
penetration m reconnoitring the ground, that tins precaution was soon set aside 
before he should venture to tAe the field Any man of humane sentiments, from the 
again lie therefore continued to act the knowledge of these particulars, would hav^ 
jiart of a one-eyed fid^cr, under the n une been prompted to offer hia services to the 
ot Fadiu), and lived with iniredible fnmhty, forlorn stranger, but as our htro was devoid 
that le might save a purse for hjs futuie of all these infirmities of human natuie, it 
operations In tlus manner had he proceeded was necessary that ofiier motives should 
for the space of teq montlis, during whu h he produce the same ofibet his ciitioaily, ih^rc* 
acquired a competent knowledge of the city lore, joined With the hopes of converting the 
of rons, when his cm lositj was attracted by confiusiKe of All to his own emolument, 
certain peruluntios m the appearance of a effectually impelled him towards his acquauit- 
inan who lived in one of the upper apart- ance , and m a little time they began to 
mcn^s ht longing to the house in which he rehsh the conversation of each other, for» 
himselt iiad fixed his habitation as the reader may have already observed]^ 

'fhis wab d tall, thin, meagre figure, with a Fathom possessed all the arts of insinuatioQ* 
long blat k beard, an aquiline nost, a brown and tiad discernment enough to perceive an 
coinpkxion, and a most pit icing vivacity in air ot dignity in the Persian, which i\te 
hib eyes he seemed to be about the age of humility of his circumstances could nOt con- 
fifty, wort the Persian habit, and there was real He was, moreover, a man of good 
a rcmarJiahle seventy in hia aspect and dc- understanding, not without a tincture ot 
meinour ITc and our advt nturer had been letters, perfectly well bred, though m a 
fellow-lodgerb for some time, and, according GCremonious style, extremely moral in hiv 
to the laudable ( ustom of thebe dayjs, had discourse, and scrupulously nice m his no- 
hithorto remained as much f stranged to one tions of honour 

another as if they had lived on opposite sid( s Our hero uonformed himself in all respects 
of tlie globe, but of late the Persian seemed to the other's opinions, and managed his 
to regard our hero with particular attention discretion so as to pass upon him tor a gentle- 
when they chanced to meet on the stair-c ase, man reduced by raisfortunes to the exercise 
or elsewhere, he bowed to Ferdinand with of an employment ‘which was altogether 
great solemnity, and comfdimentod him with unsuitable to his birth and quality He made 
me pas he oven proceeded in the course of earnest and repeated tonders of bifi good 
this communication, to open his mouth, and oflSces to the strang^^r, and pressed him to 
B^utc liun With a good morrow , and some- make use of his purse, with such cordial 
times made the common remarks upon the perseverance, that at length All's reserve 
weather Fathom^ who was naturaUy com- was overcome, and he condescended to 
plaisant, did not discourage these advances, borrow of him a small sum, which in all 
on the contrary, he behaved to bun with probability saved his life , for he had been 
marks of particular rebpect, and one day dnveii to the utmost exlremity of want before 
desifed the favour of hib company to break- lit would accept of this assistance 

Fathom, havmg gradually stolen mtq> lus 
This invitation the stranger declined with good graces, began to lake notice of many 
due acknowledgement, on pretence of being piteous sighs that escaped lum m the mo- 
o it of order , and, in the mean time, our menfs of their intercouy»e, and seemed to 
advemturer bethought himbolf of questioning denote a heart fraught with woe; and, pn 
the landlord concerning his outlandish guest pretence of admimstenne consplatioft and 
His curiosity was ra^r infiamod than $a0s- counsel, begged leatFe to know the cause of 
M Wif It ihffiriiiahipn he could obtain bps distress , observing, tiust his mind would 
ffpm this qtsivter, for all he /learned was, be disburdened by such communication, and 
that the Persian weni by the name of Ah perhaps his grief alleviated by some means 
Roher, and that he had lived m the house ht which tliey n^t jointly concert and execute 
the space of &ar mont^, pn a most soh^ty in hiS behalfi . . u 

and patsunomoos majunmr^ without being, All, thus solicited, would often shake n» 
visitea by one Irvntg som ; Uiaf, tor some head, with, rpsxkii df extreme sorrow 
timqiUlOr his arrival,^ had been often heqid despondonqe f and, while the tears gosbcHl / 
to dismally in ihh night, and even to frOhi hj» oye% declared that h» distress 
^c^iin in an tmntmu lan^age, as if he the ppwey ojf any reme^ but win* 

had laboured under fiomb ^ coTO^t* 
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i)e should only extend Ins unhappiness to a 
ihend, without fcelinff the least remission of 
his ov^n torture Notwithstanding these 
reptated declarations, Fctdinand, who was 
well enough acquainted with the mind of 
man to know that such importunity is seldom 
or nc ver disagreeable, redoubled his instances, 
together with his expressions of sympathy 
and esteem, until the stranger was prevailed 
upon to gratify his cunosdy and benevolence 
Ilaving therefore secured the chamber door 
one night, while all the rest of the family 
were asleep, the unfortunate Ah disclosed 
himself m these words 


CHAPTER XXVI 

The htstery of the noble Castilian 

I snotJLD be ungrateful, as well as unwise, 
did I longer resist the desire you express to 
know the [larticulars of that destiny which 
hath driven me to this miserable disguise, and 
rendered me in all conbideranons the most 
wretched of men 1 have felt your friend* 
ship, am confident of your honour, and 
though my misfortunes are such as can never 
be repaired, because 1 am utterly cut off from 
hope, which is the wretch’s lost comfoil, yet 
1 may, by your means, be enabled to bear 
them with some degree of fortitude and 
resignation 

Know then, ray name is not Ah , neither 
am 1 of Persian extraction 1 \ ad once the 
honour to own myself a Castilian, and was, 
under the appellation of Don Diego de Zelo«, 
respected as the head* of one of the most 
ancient fiimilies of that kingdom Judge 
then hoa severe that di8trc<i8 must be, which 
compels a Spaniard to renounce his countty, 
his honour?, and his name My vouth wos 
not spent in inglorious ease, neither did pt 
waste unheeded in the rolls of fame before 
I had attained the of nineteen, I was 
twice wounded in battle I once fortunately 
recovered (he standard of the regiment to 
which I belonged, after it had been seized 
by the enemy , and at another occasion made 
shift to save the life of my colonel, when he 
lay at the mercy of an enraged barbanan 

He that thinks I recapitulate these par* 
ticu1ar<s out of ostentation, docs wrong to the 
unhappy Do i Diego de Zelos, who, m having 
porformed these little acts of gallantry, thinks 
he has done nothing, but st«fply approved 
himself wbrthy of being called a Castilian 
I mean only to do juHtce to my own ch&* 
raefer, and to nake you acquainted with one 
of the meat i^ntwle incidents of my life 
It was my Ihte^ duting my third campaign, to 
commona a ttfoop of notse in the regiment 
of Don Gonzales OrguUo, between whom 
and my father u fiamly^^feud had long been 
maintained \fit;h mst enmity, and that 
gentleman did not leave me without reason 


to believe he rejoiced at the opportunity of 
exercising hi9 resentment upon his adver- 
sary’s *500, for he withheld from me that 
countenance wh ch my ft How officers enjoy- 
ed, and found means to subject me to divers 
mortihcations, of which I was not at liberty 
to complain These I bore in silence for 
some tune, as part of my probation in the 
character of a soldier , resolved nevertheless 
to employ my interest at court for a removal 
into anothei corps, and to take some future 
Opportunity of explaining my sentiments to 
Don Gonz d s upon the injuelicp of his be- 
haviour 

While I animated myself with thcbe senti- 
ments against the discouragements I inider« 
went, and the hard duty to which I was daily 
exposed, It was our fate to be concerned m 
the battle of Saragossa, where our rcgimenl 
was »o severely handled by the English in- 
fantry, that it was forced to givo ground with 
the loss of one-half of its officers and men 
Don Gonzales, who acted as brigadier m 
another wing, being informed of our fate, 
and dreading the disgrace of his corps, which 
had never turned back to the enemy, put 
spurs to his horsf , and riding across the held 
at full speed, rallied our broken squadrons, 
and led us back to the charge with such m 
trepidity of behaviour, did not ful to 
inspire us all with uncommon courage and 
alacrity for my own pait, 1 thought mysflf 
doubly interested to distinguish my valour, 
not only on account of mv own glory, but 
likewise on the supposrion, that, as I was 
acting under the < ye of G m/alcs, my conduct 
would be narrowly observed 

I therefore exerted myself with unusual 
vigour, and as be began the attack with the 
remains of my troop, fought close by his side 
during the rest of the engagement I even 
acquired his applause m the very heat of 
battle when his hat was stnick off, and h^s 
fiorse fell under him, I accommodated and 
remounted him upon my own, and having 
seized for my own use another that beionged 
to a common trooper, attended this (^tern 
commander as before, and seconded him m 
all hiB repeated efforts , but it was impossible 
to withstand the numbers and impetuosity 
of the foe, and Don Gonzales having had the 
mortification to see his regiment cut m 
pieces, and the greatest part of the army 
routed^ was fitm to yield to the fortune of the 
day ; yet he retired as became a matt of honour 
and a Castilian , that is, he marched off with 
great deliberation in the rear of the Spanish 
troops, (tnd frequently faced about to cheek 
the pursuit of the enemy Indeed, this exer- 
cise of his eoumge had well nigh cost him 
his Iffe , for, in one of these vmeehngs he 
was left almost a]on(% and a smal) party of 
the Portuguese horse had actually cut off 
our communication with tho retreating forces 
of Spam 

In this dUemma, we had jio other ohanoe 
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of saving our lives and bberty, than that of thoughts upon the road7wero engrossed by 
opening a passage sword lu hand; and this the nope of seeing Don OrguUo’s daughter 
was what Gonzales instantly resolved to at- and heiress Antonia, who was reported to be 
tempt. Wo accordingly recommended our a young lady of great beauty, and the most 
souls to God, and charging the line abreast amiable accomphbhments. However ndictt- 
of ono another, bore down ul opposition, and lous it may seem ibr a man to conceive a 
were m a fair way of accomplishing our re- passion for an object which he hath never 
treat without further danger , but the gallant beheld, certain it is, my sontmients were so 
Orgullo, in crossing a ditch, had the misfor* muph prepobsessed by the fame of her qiiah- 
tune to be thrown from his horse, and was dcations, that 1 must have foJlcn a victim to 
dlmoBt the same instant overtaken by one her charms, had they been much le&s power- 
of the Portuguese dragoons, whose swotd fui than they were. Notwithstanding the 
was already suspended over his head, as he fatigues I had undergone in tlip field, J closed 
lay half-stunned with his fall ; when 1 rode not an eye until I arrived at the gate of G on- 
up, discharged a pistol in the ruffian’s brain, zales, being determined to precedt the rcpoit 
and, seating my colonel on his horse, had the of the battle, that Madam d’Orgullo might 
good fortune to conduct him to a place of not be alarmed fbr the life of her husband*^ 
safety. 1 declared my errand, and wab introduced 

Here he was provided with such accom- into a saloon, where I had not waited above 
modatfon as his case required , for lie had throe minutes, when my colonel’s lady ap- 
been wounded m the battiio, and dangerously peared, and, m great confusion, recenod the 
bruised by his fall, and, when all the neces- letter, exclaiming, — ** Heaven grant that Don 
sary stens were taken towards his recovery, Gonzales be well!” In repdingthe contents, 
1 desired to know if he had any fUrthcr com- she underwent a variety of agitations ; hot, 
mands for my bervico, being resolved to join when she had perused uie whole, her coun- 
the army without delay 1 thought proper tcnance regained itb serenity, and, regarding 
to communicate this question by messa^, with an air of ineffable complacency, — 
because he had not spoke one word to me ‘♦Don Diego,” said she, “ while I lament the 
during our retreat, notwithstanding the good national cmamity, in the defeat of our army, 
officr he had received at my hands ; a rcberve I at the baine time feel the most sincere plea- 
wbich I attributed to his pride, and resented sure in seeing you upon this occasion, and, 
accordingly. He no sooner understood my according to the directions of my dear lord, 
intention, than he desired to see me in his bid you heartily welcomo to this house, as 
apartment, and, as near as 1 can remember, his preserver and friend. I was not tinac- 
bpoke to this effect— quainted with your cbarac ter, before this last 

“ Weie your father Don Alonzo alive, I triumph of your virtue, and have often prayed 
should now, in consequence of your beha- to Heaven for sesne lucky determination of 
\ lour, hanibh every sug^stion of resentment, that fiital quarrel whi5h raged so long between 
and bolicit his friendship with gi Pit sincerity, the family of Gonralos and your fathei’s 
Yes, Don Diego, your viitue hath triumphed house My prayers have been heard, the 
ovoi that enmity 1 boro your house, and I long- wished-ft>r reconciliation is now effecl- 
upbraid ny^self with the uugeiioious treat- ed, and I hope nothing will ever intervene to 
nicnt }ou nave suffered undei my command, disturb this nappy union.” 

But Jt is not enough for me to withdraw that To this polite and affectionate declaration, 
rigour which it was unjust to exercise, and I made such a reply as became a young man, 
would bo wicked to maintain ^ I must like- whoso heart overaowed with joy and benevo- 
wisop tone for the injuries you have sustained, leme, and desired to knowhow soon her 
and *make some suitable acknowledgement answer to my commander would bo ready, 
’for that life which I have twice to-dav owed that I might gratify his impatience with all 
to your valour and gencrositj Whatever possible dispatch. After having thanked me 
interest I have at court shall be employed m tar this fresh proof of my attachment, she 
>our behalf, and I have other designs in your begged I would retire into g chamber, and 
favour, which shall be disclosed in due sea- repose myself fiom the uncommon iktigues I 
son. Meanwhile, 1 desire you will still add must have undergone; but, finding I persisted 
one obligation to the debt which I have al- in the rcsolation of returning to Don Gon- 
ready incurred, Und carry this billet Ui persoa zales, without allowing mysmf the least ben- 
to mf Estifania, who,v ftOm the news of this efit of rieep, she left me engaged m conver- 
fotal overthrow, must be id debpair upon my satlon with an uncle of Don Gonralob, who 
account.” lodged in the house, and gave orders that a 

So saying, he presented a letter, directed colnUion should be prepared jn another apart- 
to Ins Jady, which I received m a transport ment, while she retired to her closet, and 
of joy, wiUl expressions suitable to the occa* wrote a letter to her husband. 

Sion, and immwately set out fbr his countiy- In less than an hour from my first arnvsl 
houas, which happened to be about thirty 1 was introdbCGd into a most elegant dining- 
leagues ftom the spot. This expedition was room, where a magnificent entertainment 
equally glonoua and mtoresimgs ftr my t wag s<irved up, and where we were joined 
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Vy Donna and her treaulliKI daogh- 

tor the fair AiUotimt virfao^ advonctng With 
tbe most amiable 0weotiief»« Uie&ked me, in 
vory waim expreBolonfi of achnowledgement^ 
for th« geueroBity of my conduct toward^ her 
iatlirr I hod been ravished with her ftmt 
appearatiee, wbn^h exreeded my imagi- 
nation, and my fhooRiee Wore «o dteordered 
by this addreei, tl^ot 1 ananered her compli- 
ment with tlm mofltawkwiiird con!lu>ion But 
this dieorder did net turn to my prejudice m 
the ppinipn of that lovely creature, who has 
odm told me m the at<)ue], that she gave 
herself credit for ij perplexity in my be- 
haviour, and tliat T never appeared more 
worthy of her p ^ard and adVoUoii than at 
that luncture, wnrii my dross was discom- 
fi^sedi and my whole person dhfiguied by 
the toils and uoty of the preceding day, for 
Una very dishabille presented itself to her 
reflection as the immediate effect of that very 
merit by which I was enlitlod to her esteem 

Wretcli that I am * to survive the loss of 
such an exhellont Woman, endfsred to my 
remembrance by the most tender offices of 
wedlock, happily exercised for the space of 
flve-and-twenty yearii * Forgive these team , 
they ore not the drops Of weaBnese, but re^ 
morse Not to troimle you With idle narti- 
ottlajrs, suffir o it to say, I was fkvoured with 
»uch marks of distinction by Madams d*Or- 
gutto, that she thought it incumbent upon 
her to let me know slie had not overacted ! 
her hospitality, and, while we sat at table, 
accosted me ih these words — *♦ You will not 
bo surprised, Don Diego, at niy cxpreismons 
of regard, uhich 1 own arc utiu'iuil from a 
Spaiusk lady toayomig civahor like you, 
when I communicate the contcutv cl thib let- 
ter fiom Don Gonrales ” So scijuig, «ih8 
put the billet into m} hand, and 1 i7 ad these 
u ord^, or w ordb to thib effi ct — 

“Amiabiv Esti»ama,«— \ou will under- 
stand, that 1 tun as \\ 1 1] as a peison can poss- 
\hly be who hath Uus day liVOd to see the 
mwy of his king defeated. V you would 
know tho particulars of this unfortunate ao* 
tmn, yout curiosity will be gratified by the 
b( aror, Don Diego do Kelos, to whose virtue 
and bravery I am twice indited for my hfe 
I therefore desire you wijl receive him with 
that respe* t and gratitude which you shall 
think due for such atv obligation , und, in en- 
tertaining him, dismiss that reserve which 
eflen dismees thf Spanish howMtallty. In 
a word, fh yoiu own virtue auu beneneence 
cuAdiut you npou tins oocasionk and let my 
AntonM*s ^ctida^vours be joined Witli youri 
foT IMfeserver of her 

^ch ooidd not fad of heitig 

very agyuea% td a young soldier, who by 
t)us }ik^ imkio indulge the transpori- 
ing bond of beni^mpy m the arms of the 
adorable Antcmm^ professed myself 

tremely happy met with an oppor- 


tunity of acquiimg such a degree of my 
coloners esteemt entertained them with a 
detail of hts personal prowess in the battle, 
and answered all their quesliohs' with that 
moderation which every man ought to pre- 
serve in speaking of hib own behavioUt * C]br 
repast being ended, I took my leave of thh 
ladies, and at parting rpccived a letter from 
Donna Estifemk to her husband, together 
With a ring of great value, which she figged 
I would accqpf, as a token of her esteem- 
Thus loaded with honour and carobses, 1 set 
out on my return for the quarters of Don Gon- 
zales, who could scarce credit his can eyes 
wlien I delivered his lady's billet . for he 
thought It impossible to perform such a jour- 
ney m so khort a time 

When he had glanced over the paper,— 
“ Don Diego,*’ said he, “ by your &hort stay 
one would imagine you bad met with ind t- 
ferent leception at my house 1 hope Lstt- 
iknia has not bebn dohcicnt in her duty < I 
answered this que<ition, by assuring him my 
entertainment had been so agreeable in a*l 
respects, that nothing but my di ty to him 
could have induced nu to give it up so soon 
ll© then turned lie convein^ation upon Aii- 
toma, and hinted nib intention of givihg her 
in memage tea young cavalur, tor Aiom 
he had a paHicuhi triendslnp I bo 
much affected by i tm insinuation, which 
seemed at once U) blast all i>iy hopes of love 
and happiness, tint tlie blood foisook my 
face , 1 wab feci/i d with a 'mueisal trcpidi 
tton, and even obli ad to re iie on pretence 
of being suddenly tn'ten n’ 

Though (ron/ihs ennui to iinputt tin 
dibordir to htigiu anu want (f UNt, he i 
his heart asi nb( d it to the tun c i am 
after having bOumUd inv *'Uitnnoi ts *o ii \ 
own satisfaction, bl^ st me with t dct. I latn 
importing, that 1 was tlif person i{ >n wb m 
he had piU bed foi a son in Uw f will not 
uouble you with a repetition of \ hut passi d 
onthib interesting occasion, hut pioccedtu 
observe, that Ills mtcntion ui niy livourwa^- 
,ikr from being disagre i able to hu lacty ^ and 
that, m a little time, I bad the good tuitunc 
to espouse the charning Antoni i, who buh 
mitted toUiewiUof her fithet without re- 
luctance 

Soon after ifos happy event, I wa«», by the 
influence of Don Gonrulos, pmicd to my own 
interest* promoted to the command of j rrg - 
meat, and servod with honour diu i ug the 
remamingpart of tl o wxi Afti r the treaty 
ofUtrecbVl iS?ab employed in rcdiumgthc 
Catalans to their aiiegianct , and, in an ac- 
tion with thOi>e obstinate rebels, bad the mir- 
fortune to Josu mv lother-iu-Iaw* who by that 
time was preferred to the rank of a mnior- 
g^rol Tho virtuous Estifama did not long 
survive tins melancholy accident , and Ue 
loss of these indulgent parents made such a 
deep impression upon the tender heart of my 
Antonia^ tliat 1 took the flrst opportuiuty of 
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removing her from a place in which every 
object servetl to cherish her grief, to a plea- 
sant villa near the city of Seville, which I 
purchased on account of its agreeable situa- 
tion. That 1 might the more perfectly enjoy 
the possession of my amiable partner, who 
could no longer brook the thoughts of another 
separation, peace was no sooner re-cstab- 
lislied tlian I obtained, leave to resign my 
cominiasion, and 1 wholly devoted myself to 
the joys of a domestic life. 

H^caven seemed to smile tipoii our union, 
by blessing us with a son, whom, however, 
jt was pleased to recall in his infancy, to our 
unspeakable grief and mortification ; but our 
mutual chagrin was aflcrwards alleviated by 
the birth of a daughter, who seemed bom 
with every accomplishment to excite the love 
and admiration of mankind. Why did nature 
debase such a masterpiece with the mixture 
of an alloy, which hath involved herself and 
her whole tkmily in perdition ^ but the Ways 
of Providence are unsearchable. She hath 
paid the debt of her degeneracy ; peace be 
with lier soul ! The honour of niy family is 
vindicated ; though by a. sacrifice which hath 
robbed me of every thing else that is valuable 
in liftj, and ruined iny pcac(3 past all redemp- 
tion. Vey, my friend, all the tortures that 
liimian tyranny can inflict would be ease, 
tranquillity, and delight, to the unspeakable 
pangs and horrors f have felt. 

But to return from this digression. Serafina, 
which was the iiuine of that little darling, as 
she grew up. not only disclosed all tlie natu-. 
ral graces of externa! beauty, but likewise 
iiiarufepted th^ most eng.iging sweetness of 
disposition, and a cajiacity for iic(|ui ring with 
ease u'l lh<' aeroinplj.^^iimciPs of InT sex. It 
1*' inipo“ ihS«' to ct'nvoy 'Juy adequate idea of 
a jMi'« tit%. r.iptur*'.:; in liie conlemplalitm of 
such a nil;’ bliiysoiii : rthe vva.s tiic only pledge- 
of our love, she '.vas presumptive heiress to 
ii large forlmie, and likely to bo tlie sole re- 
presentative of two noble Cu.stilioii families. 
She vv.'ui the dcliglit of all who caw her, and 
a tn*Miie of praise for every tongue. You are 
i.ot to .suppose that the education of such a 
child wa.s neglected. Indeed it wholly en- 
grossed the attention of me and rny Antonia, 
and her proficiency rewarded our care. Be- 
fore she had attained the age of fifteen, she 
was rmstre.ss of every elegant qualification, 
natural and acquired. Her person was, by 
that time, the confessed pattern of beauty. 
Her voice was onchazit'mgly ^weet, and she 
touched the lute with the most ravishing dex- 
terity. Heaven and earth! how did my 
break dilate with joy at the thoughts of hay- 
ing given birth to such perfection ! how did 
my heart gush with paternal Ibndness, when- 
ever 1 beheld this ornament of my name I 
and what scenes of endearing transport have 
I enjoyed with my Antonia, in mutual con- 
gratulation upon our parent^ happiness. 

Serafina, accomplished as she n*ae, could 
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not tail to make conquests among the 
Spanish cavaliers, who are famous for sensi- 
bility in love. Indeed, she never appeared 
without a numerous train of admirers j and, 
though we had bred her up in (hat fVeedom 
of converoation nnd intercourse which holds 
a middle space between the French license 
and Spanish rc.straint, she v;a,s now so much 
exposed to the addresses of promiscuous* 
gallantry, that wo found it necessary to 
retrench the liberty of our house, and behave 
to our male visitants with gn^at reserve aud 
circumspection, that- our honour and jKjace 
might run no risk from the youth and in- 
experience of our daughter. 

'J'his caution produced overtures from a 
great many young gentlemen of rank and 
distinction, who courted my alliance, by de- 
manding Serafina in mirriage ; and from the 
number 4 had actually selected one person, 
who was in all respects worthy the jjosscssion 
of such an inestimable prize. His name was 
Don Manuel de Mendoza : his birth was 
noble, and his character dignified with re- 
peated acts of generosity and virtue. Yet, 
before I would signify to him my approbation 
of his suit, I resolved to inform myself 
I whether or not the heart of Serafina was 
* totally unengaged, and indifferent to any 
other object, that I might not lay a tyrannical 
restraint upon her inclinations.^ The result 
of my inquiry was a fiill conviction of her 
having hitherto been deaf to the voice of 
love; and tlfis piece of informaliou, together 
with iny own sentiments in his favour, 1 
communicated to Don ManUel, who heard 
these tidings with transports of gratitude and 
joy. Ho was immediately favoured with 
opportunities of acquiring the affection of iriy 
daughter, and his endeavours were at first 
received with such rcspocUiil civility, as 
'might have been easily warmed into a mutual 
passion, had not the evil genius of our family 
interposed. 

O my friend! how f-hall 1 describe the 
depravity of that unhappy virgin’s senliincnts ! 
how recount the particulars of iny own dis- 
honour ! I that am desceruled from a long line ^ 
of illustrious Castilians, who never received an 
injury tJiey did not revenge, but washed away 
every blemish in their fame with the blood 
of tliose who attempted to stain it. In that 
circumstance I have imitated the example of 
my glorious progenitors, and that considcra- 
f tion alone hath supported me against all the 
assaults of despair. 

As I grudged no pains and expense in per- 
fecting the education of Serafina, my doors 
were open to every person who made an 
e;ttraordinary figure in the profession of 
those amusing sciences in which she delight- 
ed. The house of Don Diego de Zelos was 
a little academy for painting, poetry, and 
music ; and Heaven decreed that it should 
fall a sacrifice to its regard for these xatal 
and delusive arte. Anjing other preceptors, 
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it was tier liitc to be under the instruction of 
a cursed German, who, though his profession 
was drawing, understood tlie elements and 
theory of njusic, possessed a large fiind of 
learning and taste, and was a person re- 
markable for his agreeable conversation. 
This traitor, who like you had lost one eye, 

1 not only admitted into my house for the 
improvement of my daughter, but even dis- 
tinguished with particular marks of confidence 
and favour, little thinking he had either in- 
clination or capacity to debauch the senti- 
ments of my child. 1 was rejoiced beyond 
measure to see with what alacrity she re* 
ccived his lessons, with what avidity she 
.istened to his discourse, which was always 
equally moral, instructing, and entertaining. 

Antonia seemed to vie with me in ex- 
pressions of regard for this accomplished 
stranger, whom she could not help supposing 
to be a person of rank and family, reduced to 
his present situation by some unfortunate 
vicissitude of fate. I was disposed to concur 
with this opinion, and actually conjured him 
to make me his confidant, with such protesta- 
tions as left him no room to doubt my honour 
and bcneficcncc ; but he still persisted in 
declaring himself the son of an obscure 
mechanic in Bohemia ; an -origin to which 
surely no man would pretend who had the 
least claim to nobility of birth. While I was 
thus undeceived in my conjecture touching 
his birth and quality, I was confirmed in an 
opinion of his integrity and moderation, and 
looked upon him as a man of honour, in 
deepitc of the lowness of his pedigree. Never- 
theless, he was at boltojn a most perfidious 
wretch, and all this modesty and .self-denial 
were the cftccts of the most villainous dis- 
simulation, a cloak under which' ho, un- 
suspected, robbed me of ray honour and my 
peace. 

Not to trouble you with particulars, the 
recital of which would tear my heart-string 
with indignation and remorse, 1 shall only 
observe, that, by the power of his infernal 
insinuation, he fascinated the Heart of Sera- 
,fina, brought over ^Antonia herself to the 
interests of his passion, and at once detached 
them both from their duty and religion. 
Heaven and earth ! how dangerous, how irre- 
sistible is the power of infatuation ! While I 
remained in the midst of this blind security, 
waiting for the lum^'ials of iny daughter, and 
indulging myself with the. vain prospect of 
her approaching felicity, Autoniafoimd means 
to protract the negotiation of tlie marriage, 
oy repreeentifig thaJt iUvould bo a pity to de- 
prive Sorofina of the opportunity, she then 
had of profiting by the German’s instructions ; 
and, upon that account., I prevailed upon Don 
Manuel to bridle the impatience of his love. 

During this interval, as I one evening 
enjoyed the cool air in my own garden, 1 was 
accosted by an old duenna, who had been my 
nurse, and lived in the family since the time 


of rny childhood. — “ My duty,” said she, 
“ will no longer permit me to wink in silence 
at tlie wrongs 1 see you daily suffer. Dismiss 
that German from your house without delay, 
if you respect the glory of your name, and 
the riglits of our holy religion ; the stranger 
is an abominable heretic ; and, grant Heaven ! 
he may not have already poisoned the minds 
of those you hold most dear.” I had been 
extremely alarmed at the beginning of this 
address ; but, finding the imputation limited 
to the article of religion, in which, thanj|: 
God, I am no bigot, 1 recovered my serenity 
of disposition, tfianked the old woman for 
her zeal, commended her piety, and en- 
couraged her to persevere in making observa- 
tions on such subjects as should concern my 
Imnour and my quiet. 

We live in such a world of wickedness 
and fraud, that a man cannot be too vigilant 
in his own defence : had I employed such 
spies from the beginning, I should in all pro- 
bability have been at tliis day in possession 
of every comfort that renders life agreeable. 
The duenna, thus authorized, employed her 
sagacity with such success, that I had reason 
to suspect the German of a design upon tho 
heart of Serafina ; but, as tho presumptions 
did not amount to conviction, I contented 
myself with exiling him from my house, 
under the pretext of having discovered that 
he was* an enemy to the catholic church ; and 
forthwith appointed a day for the celebration 
of my daughter’s marriage with Don Manuel 
de Mendoza. T could cas'ly perceive a cloud 
of melancholy oversprc.ad the faces of Ser.i- 
fina and her niotlier, wlien I declared these 
my resolutions ; but, as they made no objec- 
tion to what I proposed, I did not at that time 
cuter into an expl.^nation of the true motives 
that influenced my conduct. Both parties 
were probably afraid of such expostulation. 

Meanwhile preparations were made for tho 
espousals of Serafina ; and, notwithstanding 
the anxiety I had undergone, on account of 
her connection with tho German, I began to 
think that her duty, her glory had triumphed 
over all such low-born considerations, if ever 
they had been entertained ; because she, and 
even Antonia, seemed to expect the cere- 
mony with resignation, though the features 
of both still retained evident marks of con- 
cern, which I willingly imputed to the mutual 
prospect of their separation. This, however, 
was but a faithless calm, that soon, ah ! too 
soon, brought forth a tempest which hath 
wrecked my hopes. 

Two days before the appointed union of 
Don Manuel and Serafina, I was informed 
by the duenna, that, while she accompanied 
Antonia’s waiting-maid at church, she had 
seen her receive a billet from an old woman, 
who, kneeling at her side, had conveyed it in 
such a mysterious manner, os awakened the 
duenna’s apprehensions about her young 
lady; she had therefore hastened home to 
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communicate this piece of intelligence, that 
I might have an opportunity of examining 
the messenger before she should have time 
to deposit her trust. I could not help 
shivering with fearful presages upon this 
occasion, and even abhorring the person^ to 
whose duty and zeal I was beholden fbr the 
intelligence, even while 1 endeavoured to 
persuade myself that the inquiry would end 
in the detection of some paltiy intrigue be- 
tween the maid and her own gallant. I in- 
tercepted her in returning from church, and, 
commanding her to follow me to a convenient 
place, extorted from her, by dint of threats, 
the fatal letter, which 1 read to this effect. 

“ The whole business of iny life, O divine 
Serafina! will be to repay tnat affection I 
have been so happy as to engage. With 
what transport then shall 1 obey your sum% 
mons, in performing that enterprise which 
will rescue you from the bed of a detested 
rivah and put myself in full possession of a 
jewel which f value infinitely more than lite. 
Yes, adorable creature ! I have provided 
every thing for our escape, and at midnight 
will attend you in your own apartment, from 
whence you shall be conveyed into a land of 
liberty and peace, where you will, unmolested, 
enjoy the purity of that religion you have 
espoused, and in full security bless the arms 
of your ever faithful Orlando.” 

Were you a fond parent, a tender husband, 
and a noble Castilian, I should not need to' 
mention the unutterable horrors that took 
possession of my bosom, when I perused this 
accursed letter, by which I icd the apos- 
tacy, disobedience, and degeneracy, of my 
idolized Serafina, who had overthrown and 
destroyed tlve wliolc plan of felicity which 1 
liad erected, and blasted all the glories of my 
name; and when the wretched messenger, 
terrified by my menaces and agitation, con- 
fessed that Antonia herself was privy to the 
guilt of her daughter, whom she had solemnly 
betrothed to that vile German, in sight of 
Heaven, and that, by her connivance, this 
p^cb<yan intended, that very night, to bereave 
.me of my child, I was for some moments 
stupefied with grief and amazement, that gave 
way to an ecstasy of rage, which had well 
nigh terminated in rage and distraction. 

1 now tremble, and my head grows giddy 
with the remehibrance of that dreadful occa- 
sion : behold how the drops trickle down my 
forehead ; tins agony is a fierce and familiar 
visitant, 1 shall banish it anon. I summoned 
my pride, my resentment, to my assistance ; 
these are the cordials that support me against 
all other reflections; those were the aux- 
iliaries that enabled me, in the day of trial, 
to perform that sacrifice which my honour 
demanded, in a strain so loud as to drown the 
cries of nature, love, and compassion. Yes, 
tliey espoused that glory which humanity 
would have betrayed, and my revenge was 
nuble; though unnatural. 

3D 


My scheme was soon laid, my resoJution 
soon taken ; I privately confined the wretch 
who had been the industrious slave of this 
infamous conspiracy, that she might take no 
step to frustrate or interrupt the execution 
of my design. Then rcpairi/ig to the house 
of an apothecary who was devoted to my 
service, communicated iny intention, wJncJi 
he durst not condemn, and could not reveal 
without breaking the oath of secrecy I had 
imposed ; and he furnished mo vvilli two vials 
of poison for tlic dismal catastrophe T had 
planned. Thus provided, I, on pretence of 
sudden business at Seville, careful ly avoided 
the dear, the wretched pair, wlmin I had de- 
voted to death, that my heart might not 
relent, by means of those tender ideas which 
the sight of them would have infallibly in- 
spired ; and, when day-light vanished, took 
my station near that part of the house through 
which the villain must have entered on Jtis 
hellish purpose. There I stood, in a state 
of horrid expectation, rny soul ravaged willi 
the different passions that assailed it, uniil 
the fatal moment arrived ; when I perceiveii 
the traitor approach the window of a lower 
apartment, which led into that of Serafina, 
and gently lifting the casement, which was 
purposely' left unsecured, insinuate half of 
his body into the house : then rushing upon 
him, in a transport of fury, I plunged my 
sword into his heart, crying, — Vilhrni ! 
receive the reward of thy treachery and 
presumption.” 

The steel was so well aimed ns to rendet 
a repetition of the stroke unnecessary ; he 
uttered one groan, aiyl fell breathless at my 
feet. Exulting with this first success of niy 
revenge, I penetrated into the chamlier where 
the rubber ufiny peace was expected by the 
unhappy Serafina and her mother, who, see- 
ing me enter witJi a most savage aspect, and 
a sword reeking with tiie vengfeance T Jiad 
taken, seemed' almost petrified with fear. 
“ Behold,” said I, “ the blood of that base 
plebeian, who made an attempt upon the 
honour of my house : your conspiracy i^ainst 
the unfortunate Don Diego de Zclos is now 
discovered; that presumptuous slave, the 
favoured Orlando, is now no more. 

Scarce had I pronounced these words, 
wdien a loud scream was uttered by both the 
unhappy vicjtinis. “ If Orlando is slain,” 
cried the infatuated Serafina, “ what have I 
to do with life ] O my dear lord ! my hus- 
band, and my lover ! how are our promised 
joys at once cut off! here strike, my father, 
complete your barbarous sacrifice, the spirit 
of the murdered Orlando stUl hovers for bis 
wife.” These frantic exclamations, in which 
she was joined by Antonia, kept up the fury of 
rny resentment, which by meekness and sub- 
mission might have been weakened and ren- 
dered ineffectual. “ Ves, hapless wretches,” 
I replied, “ ye shall enjoy your wish ; the 
[ honour of my name requires that both shall 
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die ; I will not mangle the breaHt of cutioner, and entailing disgrace upon a family 
Antonia, on which I have so oilen reposed ; that knew no stain ; and I was deterred from 
I will not shod the blood of Zclos, nor dis- putting an end to my own misery, by the 
tiguro the beauteous form of SeraHna, on apprehensions of posthumous censure, which 
which I have so often gazed with wonder and would have represented me as a desponding 
unspeakable delight: here is an elixir, to wretch, utterly destitute of that patience, 
which I trust the consummation of my re- fortitude, and resignation, which are the 
venge.” characteristics of a true Castilian. I was 

So saying, I emptied tlie vials into sepa- also influenced by religious motives, that 
rate cups, and, presenting one in each hand, suggested to me the necessity of living, to 
the I miserable, the fair offenders instantly atone, by my sufferings and sorrow, for the 
received the destined draughts, which they guilt I had incurred in complying with a 
drank without hesitation ; then praying to savage punctilio, wliich is, I fear, displeasing 
Heaven for the wretched Don Diego, sunk in the sight of Heaven, 
upon the same couch, and expired without These were the reasons that op|>osed iny 
a groan. O well-contrived beverage I O hap- entrance into that peaceful harbour which 
py composition, by which all the miseries of death presented to my view; and they were 
life are so easily cured ! soon reinforced by another principle that 

Such was the fate of Antonia and Scraflna: sanctioned my determination to continue at 
these hands wore the instruments that de- tlie servile oar of life. In consequence of 
prived them of life, these eyes beheld them unfavourable winds, our vessel for some days 
tlie richest prize that death had ever won. made small progress in her voyage to llol- 
PovvcTs supreme ! does Don Diego live to land, and near the coast of Gallicia w'e were 
make this recapitulation ? I have done my joined by an English ship from Vigo, the 
duty ; but ah ! I am haunted by the furies of master of which gave us to understand, that 
remorse : I am tortured with the incessant before he set sail, a courier liad arrived from 
slings 0 |f remembrance and regret ; even now Madrid at that place, with orders for the 
tlic images of my wife and daughter present corregidor to prevent the escape of any native 
themselves to my imagination. Allthe scones Spaniard by sea from any port within his 
of happiness I have enjoyed as a lover, hus- district; and to use his utmost endeavours 
band, and parent, all the endearing hopes I to apprehend the person of Don Diego de 
have cherished, now pass in review before Zclos,* who was suspected of treasonable 
me, embittering the circumstances of my practices against the state. Such an order, 
inexpressible woe; and Iconsider myself as with a minute description of my person, was 
a; solitary outcast from all. the comforts of at the same time despatched to all the sea- 
society. But, enough of these unmanly com- ports and frontier places in Spain, 
plaints, the yearnings of nature arc too iin- You may easily suppose how 1, who was 
portunate. * already overwhelmed with distress, ^ould 

Having completed my vengeance, I retired bear this aggravation of misfortune and dis- 
iiito my cloeot, and, fnrniohiiig mysolf with grace; T, who had always maintained the 
some ready money, and jewels of considera- reputation of loyalty, which was acquired at 
bio value, went into the stable, saddled my the hazard of my life, and tJie expense of rny 
favourite steed, wdiich I instantly mounted, blood. To deaf candidly, I must own, that 
aud, before the tumults of my breast subsided, this intelligence roused me from a lethargy 
found myself at the town of St Lucar. There of grief, which had begun to overpower my 
f learned from inquiry, that there was a Dutch Acuities. T immediately imputed this dis- 
bark in the harbour ready to sail : upon which honourable charge to the evil offices of some 
I addressed myself to the master, who,| for a villain, who had basely taken the advantage 
suitable gratification, was prevailed upon to of my deplorable situation, and I was inflamed, 
weigh anchor that same night ; so that, em- inspired with the desire of vindicating my 
barking without delay, I soon bid eternal fame, and revenging the injury. Thus aiif- 
adieu to my native country. It was not from mated, I resolved to disguise myself cffcct- 
rouson and reflection that I took these mea- ually from the observation of those spies 
sures for iny pc ■ "'unal safety ; but, in conse- which every nation finds its account in em- 
quence of an involuntary irutinct, that seems ploying in foreign countries: I purchased 
to operate in the animal machine, while the this habit from the Dutch navigator, in whose 
faculty of thinking is suspended. house I kept myself concealed, after our 

To whai dreadful reckoning was I called, arrival at Amsterdam, until my beard was 
when reason resumed her function I You grown to a sufficient length to favour my 
may believe me, my friend, when I assure design, and then appeared as a Persian dealer 
you, that 1 should not have outlived those in jew^s. As I could gain no satisfactory 
tragedies I acted had I not been restrained inmrmation touching myself in this country, 
from doing violence upon myself by certain had no^ purpose to pursue, and was extremely 
considerations which no man of honour ought miserable among a people, who, being mcr- 
to set aside. I could not bear the thought cenary and unsocial, were very ill adapted 
of falling ingloriously by the hand of an exe- to alleviate the horroi'a of my condition, I 
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gratified my landlord for liis important ser- 
vices, wiUi the best part of my effects ; and 
having, by this means, procured a certificate 
from the magistracy, repaired to Rotterdam, 
from whence I set out in a travelling carriage 
for Antwerp, on my way to this capital ; hop- 
ing, with a succession of different objects, to 
mitigate the anguish of my mind, and by the 
most industrious inquiry, to )earn such parti- 
culars of that false impeachment, as would 
enable me to take measures for my own jus- 
tification, as well as for projecting a plan of 
revenge against tlie vile perfidious autlior. 

This, 1 imagined, would be no difficult task, 
considering the friendship and intercourse 
subsisting between the Spanish and French 
nations, and the communicative disposition 
for which the Parisians are renowned ; but 
I have found myself egregiously deceived in 
my expectation : the officers of the police in 
this city are so inquisitive and vigilant, that 
tJic most minute action of a stranger is scru- 
tinized with great severity *, and, although the 
inhabitants are very frank in discoursing on 
indifferent subjects, they arc at the same time 
extremely cautious in avoiding all conversa- 
tion that turns upon state occurrences and 
maxims of government. In a word, the 
peculiarity of my appearance subjects me so 
much to particular observation, that I have 
liitherto thought proper to devour my griefs in 
silence, and even to boar the want of almost 
every convenience, rather than hazarda prema- 
ture discovery, by offering my jewels to sale. 

In this enicrgoncy I have been so far for. 
tunato as to become acquainted with you, 
whom I look upon as a man of honour aud 
humanity. Indeed, I was at first sight pre- 
possessed in your favour : for, notwithstand- 
ing the mistakes which men daily commit in 
judging from appearances, there is something 
in the pliysiogiiomy of a stranger from whicn 
one cannot help funning an opinion of his 
character and disposition. For once, my 
penetration liath not failed me ; your beha- 
viour jiistirios my decision ; you have treated 
’ne jvjth that sympathy aud respect which 
.none but the generous will pay to the unfor- 
tunate. I have trusted you accordingly ; I 
have put my life, my honour in your power ; 
and 1 must bog leave to depend upon your 
friendship for obtaining that satisfaction for 
which alone I set^k to live. Your employ- 
ment engages you in the gay world; you 
daily mingle willi the societies of men ; the 
domestics of the Spaiish ambassador will 
not shun your acquaintance ; you may fre- 
quent the coffeehouses to wffiich they resort; 
and, in the course of these occasions, unsus- 
jiecied, inform yourself of tliat mysterious 
charge which lies heavy on the fame of the 
unfortunate Don Diego. I must likewise 
implore your assistance in converting my 
jewels into money, that 1 may breathe inde- 
pendent of man, until Heaven shall permit 
me to iiirish this weary pilgrimage of life. 
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. chapter XXVIL 

A flagrant instance of Fat horn* s virtue, in 

the manner of his retreat to England* 

Fathom, who had lent an attentive car to 
every circumstance of this disastrous story, 
no sooner heard it concluded, than, with an 
aspect of generous and cordial compassion, 
not even unattended with tears, he condoled 
the lamentable fate of Don Diego dc Zelos, 
deplored the untimely death of the gentle 
Antonia and the fair ISerafiiia, and undertook 
the interests of tlie wretched Castilian with 
such warmth of sympathizing zeal, na drew 
a flood from his eyes, while lie wrung Ins 
benefactor’s hand in atrnn.sport of gratitude. 
Those were literally tears of joy, or at Ic^ast 
of satisfaction, on both sides; as our hero 
wept with affection and attaclnnont to the 
jewels that were to bo committed to his care : 
but, far from discovering the true source of 
his tenderness, he affected to dissuade the 
Spaniard from parting with the diumonda, 
which he counselled him to reserve for a more 
pressing occasion ; and, in the moantiine, 
earnestly entreated him to duj)cnd upon liiw 
friendship for present relief. This generous 
proffer served only to confirm Don Diego’s 
resolution, which he forthwith executed, by 
putting into the hands of Ferdinand jewels 
to the value* of a thousand crowns, and de- 
siring liim to detain for liis own use any 
part of the sum thev would raise. Our ad- 
venturer thanked hqn for the good opinion 
he entertained of his integrity; an opinion 
frilly manifested in honouring him with such 
important confidence; and assured him he 
would transact his affairs with the utmost 
diligence, caution, and dispatch. The e\ cu- 
ing being by this time almost consumed, 
these new allies retired separately to rest ; 
though each passed the night W'iihoiU repose, 
in very different reflections, the (Castilian 
being, as usual, agitated with the unceasing 
pangs of his unalterable misery, interspersed 
with gleaming hopes of revenge ; and Fathom 
being kept awake with revolving plans for 
turning his fellow-lodger’s credulity to his 
own' advantage. From the nature of the 
Spaniard’s situation, he might have appro- 
priated the jewels to Iiiniself, and remained 
in l^aris without fear of a prosecution, bt?- 
causo the injured party had, by the above 
narrative, left his life and liberty at discretion; 
but he did not think himself sociiro from ilic 
personal resentment of an enraged desperate 
Castilian, and therefore determined to with- 
draw himself privately into tliat country 
where he had all along proposed to fix the 
standard of his finesse, which fortune had 
now empowered him to exercise according 
to his wish. 

Bent upon this retreat, he went abroad in 
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tlic mA’nin^, on pretence of actings in the 
concerns of Jus friend Don Diego, and, hav- 
ing hired a post-chaise to be ready at the 
dawning of n(^xt day, returned to his lod^ngs, 
where lie cajoled the Spaniard with a feigned 
report of his negotiation; then, securing his 
most valuable ctfects about his person, arose 
with the cock, repaired to the place at which 
he had appointed to meet the postilion with 
the carriage, and sot out for England without 
further delay, leaving the unhappy Zelos to 
the horrors of indigence, and the additional 
agony of tiiis fresh disappointment, yet he 
was not the only person affected by the ab- 
rupt departure of Ea thorn, which was hastened 
by the irnportuniLiGs,l!iroats, and reproaches, 
of his landlord’s daughter, whom he had de- 
bauched under promise of marriage, and now 
left in tlie fourth month of her pregnancy. 

Notwithstanding the dangerous adventure 
in which he liad been formerly involved by 
travelling in the night, he did not think 
proper to make the usual halts on this journey 
for sleep or refreshment, nor did he once 
quit the chaise till his arrival at Boulogne, 
which he reached in twenty hours after his 
d(?parture from Paris. Here ho thought he 
might safely indulge himself with a comfort- 
able meal ; accordingly ho bespoke a poulard 
for dinner, and, while that was preparing, 
W'^at fortli to view the city and harbour. 
When he beheld the white cliffs of Albion, 
Ills heart throbbed \yith all the joy of a be- 
loved son, who, after a tedious ap(f fatiguing 
voyage, reviews the chimneys of his father’s 
Iiouse, He surveyed the neighbouring coast 
of England with fond and longing eyes, like 
another Moses, reconnoitring the land of 
(Oilman from the top of Mount Pisgah ; and 
to such a degree of impationeo was he in- 
flamed by the siglit, that, instead of proceed- 
ing to (’alais, lie resolved to take his passage 
directly from Boulogne, even if he should 
Jiire a vessel for tlie purpose. With these 
ecnliments, he inquired if there was any ship 
bound for England, and was so fortunate as 
to find the master of a small bark, who in- 
tended to weigh anchor for Deal that same 
evening at high water. 

Transported with this information; he im- 
mediately agieed for liis passage, sold the 
post-chaise to his landlord for thirty guineas, 
as a piece of furniture for which lie could 
have no further use, purchased a portmanteau, 
together with i'em. linen and wearing apparel, 
and, at the recommendation of his host, took 
into his service an #'Kti‘a-poBtiIion or helper, 
who liad formerly vyorn the livery of a travel- 
ling marquis. This new domestic, whose 
name was Maurice, undorwont, with great 
applause, the examination of our hero, who 
perceived in him a fund of sagacity and 
presence of mind, by which he was excel- 
lently qualified for being the valet of an 
adventurer ; he was therefore accommodated 
with a second-hand suit, and another shirt, 


and at once listed under the banners of Count 
Fathom, who spent the whole afternoon in 
giving him proper instructions for the regula- 
tion of his conduct. 

Having settled these preliminaries to his 
own satisfaction, he and his baggage were 
embarked about six o’clock in the month of 
September, and it was not without emotion 
that he found himself benighted upon the 
great deep, of wliich, before the preceding 
day, he had never enjoyed even the most 
distarft prospect. However, he was not a 
man to be afraid where there was really no 
appearance of danger ; and the agreeable 
presages of future fortune supported his 
spirits amidst the disagreeable nausea which 
commonly attends landsmen at sea, until he 
was set ashore upon the beach at Deal, which 
he entered in good health about seven o’clock 
in the morning. 

Like Cipsar, however, he found some difh- 
culty m landing, on account of the swelling 
surlj that tumbled about with such violence 
as had almost overset the cutter that carried 
him on shore : and, in his eagerness to junqi 
upon the strand, his foot slipped from the 
side of the boat, so that he was thrown for- 
wards in a horizontal direction, and his haiulri 
wore the first parts of him that toiu hod 
English ground. Upon this occasion, he, in 
imitation of Scipio’s bciiaviour on the coas^ 
of Africa, hailed the omen, and, grasping a 
handful of the sand, was heard to exclaim in 
the Italian language, — “ A h, ha, Old England, 
I have time fa.st.” 

As lie walked up to the inn, followed by 
Maurice loaded with his portmanteau, he 
congratulated himself upon his happy voyag*', 
and the peaceable possession of his spoil, and 
could not help snuffing up the British air 
with marks of infinite relish land satisfaction. 
Ills first care was to recompense liimseU’ lor 
the want of sleep ho had undergone, and, 
after he had .sufficiently recruited liim&elf 
with several hours of uninterrnpteJ repose, 
he set out in a po3t-*'haisc fur Canterbury, 
where he took a place in the Ijondon stage, 
which he was told would depart next ml>rn- 
ing, the coacli being alreaily full. On this 
very first day of his arrival, he perceived 
between the English and the people among 
whom ho had hitherto lived such essential 
difference in customs, appearance, and way 
of living, as inspired him wdtli h'gh notions 
of that British freedom, opulence, and con- 
venience, on which he had often heard his 
niolhcT expatiate. On the road he feasted 
his eye-sight with the verdant hills covered 
with flocks of sheep, the fruitful vales par- 
celled out into cultivated inclosurcs ; the very 
cattle seemed to profit by the wealth of their 
masters, being large, sturdy, and sleek, and 
every peasant breathed tlie insolence of 
liberty and independence. In a word, he 
viewed the wide extended plains of Kent with 
a lover’s eye, and, his ambition becoming 
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romantic, could not help fancying himself 
another conqueror of the isle. 

He was not, however, long amused by these 
\ain chimeras, which soon vanished before 
other reflections of more importance and 
solidity. His iraogination, it must be owned, 
was at all times too chaste to admit those 
overweening hopes which often mislead the 
mind of the projector. He had studied man- 
kind with incredible diligence, and knew 
perfectly well how far he could depend on 
the passions and foibles of human nature. 
That he might now act consistently with bis 
former so^city, he resolved to pass himself 
upon his fellow-travellers for a French gen- 
tleman, equally a stranger to the language 
and country of England, in order to glean 
from their discourse such intelligence as 
might avail him in his future operations ; and 
his lacquey was tutored accordingly. 

CHAPTER XXVIH. 

So7ne accou7it of his fellow-travellers. 

Tho.sk who had taken places for the coach, 
understanding the sixth seat w'as engaged by 
a foreigner, determined to profit by his igno- 
rance ; and, with that politeness which is 
peculiar to this liappy island, fixed themselves 
in the vehicle in such a manner, before he 
had the least intimation of their design, that 
he found it barely practicable to insinuate 
himself sidelong between a corpulent quaker 
and a fat Wapping landlady, in which atti- 
tude he stuck fast, like a thin quarto between 
two voluminous dictionaries on a bookseller’l 
shelf ; and, as if the pain and inconvenience 
of such compression was not sufficient matter 
of chagrin, the greatest part of the company 
entertained themselves with laughing at his 
ludicrous station. 

The jolly dame at his left hand observed, 
with a loud exclamation of mirth, that moii- 
siejr would be soon better acquainted with a 
buttock of English beef; and said, by 
timi^they should arrive at their dining-place, 
he might bo spitted without larding. “ Yes, 
verily,’* replied Obadiah, who was a wag in 
his way, “ but the swine’s fat will be all on 
one side.” “ So much the better for you,” | 
cried mine hostess, “ for that side is all your 
own.” The quaker was not so much dis- 
concerted by tho quickness of this repartee, 
but that he answered with great delibera- 
tion, — “ I thank thee for thy love, but will 
not pront by thy loss, especially as I like 
not the savour of these outlanilish fowls ; | 
they arc profane birds of passage, relished 
only by the children of vanity, like thee.” 

The plump gentlewoman tpok umbrage at 
this last expression, which she considered as 
a double reproach, and repeated the words, — 
“children of vanity!” with an emphasis of 
resentment. * “ I believe, if the truth were 


known,” said she, “ there’s more vanity than 
midriff in that great belly of yours, for all 
your pretending to humility and religion. 
Sirrah ! my corporation is made up of good, 
wholesome, English fat ; but you arc puffed 
up with the wind of vanity and delusion ; and 
when it begins to gripe your entrails, you 
pretend to Tiavc a motion, and then get up 
and preach nonsense : yet you’ll take it upon 
you to call your betters children : marry come 
up, Mr Goosecap, I have got children that 
are as good men as you, or any hypocritical 
trembler in England.” 

A person who sat opposite to the quaker, 
hearing this remonstrance, which seemed 
pregnant with contention, interposed in the 
conversation with a conscious leer, and beg- 
ged there might be no rupture between the 
spirit and tho flesh. Ry this remonstrance 
he relieved Obadiah from the satire of this 
female orator, and brought the whole ven- 
geance of her elocution upon his own head. 
“ Flesh !” cried she, with all the ferocity of 
an enraged Thalcstris, “none of yournamc.s. 
Mr Yellowchaps. What! I warrant you have 
an antipathy to flesh, because you yourself 
are nothing but skin and bone. 1 suppose 
you are some poor starved journeyman tailor 
come from France, where you have been 
learning to cabbage, and have not seen » 
good meal of victuals these seven years : you 
nave been living upon rye bread and .soup- 
maigre, and now you come over like a walk- 
ing atomy, witli a rat’s tail at your wig, and 
a tinsey jackets and so, forsooth, you set up 
for a ^iitlcman, and protend to And fault 
with a sirloin of roast beef,” 

The gentleman Heard this address with 
admirable patience, and, when she had rung 
out her alann, veryr coolly replied, — “ Any 
thing blit your stinking flsh, madam. Since 
when, 1 pray, have you travcilod in stage- 
coaches, and left off your old profession of 
crying oysters in winter, and rotten mackerel 
in June! You were then known by tlic name 
of Kale Brawn, and in good repute among 
the ale-houses in Thames street, till that 
unlucky amour with the master of a corn 
vessel, in wliich he was unfortunately de- 
tected by his own spouse ; but you seem to 
have risen by that fall ; and I wish you joy 
of your present plight ; though considering 
your education on Bear key, you can give 
out a sorry account of yourself.”. 

The amazon, though neither exhausted nor 
dismayed^ was really confounded at the tem- 
per and assurance of this antagonist, who hari 
gBfithered all these anecdotes from tho fertility 
of his own invention ; after a short pause, 
however, she poured forth a torrent of ob- 
loquy sufficient to overwhelm any person 
who had not been used to take up ann.s 
against such seas of trouble: and a dispute 
ensued which would have not only disgraced 
the best orators on the Thames, but even 
have made a figure in the celebration of the 



430 


SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


Eleusinian uiysteries, 'during which the Athe- 
nian matrons rallied one another from different 
wagons, with that freedom of altercation so 
hapj)ily preserved in this our a^c and country. 

Such a redundancy of epithets, and va- 
riety of metaphors, tropes, and figures, 
were uttered between these well-matched 
opponents, that an epic bard would have 
found his account in listening to the contest ; 
which, in all probability, would not have been 
confined to words, had it not been interrupted 
for the sake of a young woman of an agree- 
able countenance and modest carriage ; who, 
being shocked at some of their flowers of 
speech, and terrified by the menacing looks 
and gestures of the fiery-feathered dame, 
began to scream aloud, and beg leave to quit 
the coach. Her perturbation put an end to 
the high debate. The sixth passenger, who 
had not opened liis mouth, endeavoured to 
comfort her with assurances of protection ; 
the quakcr proposed a cessation of arms ; the 
male disputant acquiesced in the proposal, 
assuring the company he had entered the 
lists for Ihoir entertainment only, without 
acquiring the least grudge or ill-will to the 
fat gentlewoman, whom he protested he had 
never seen befgre that day, and who, for 
aught he knew, was a person of credit and 
reputation. He then hold forth his hand in 
token of amity, and asked pardon of the 
offended party, who was appeased by his 
submission ; and, in testimony of her bene- 
volence, presented to the other female, whom 
she had discomposed, an Hungary- water hot- j 
t le filled with cherry-brandy, recommending 
it as a much more power^ful remedy than the 
sal volatile which the other held to her nose. 

Peace being thus re-established, in a 
treaty comprehending Obadiah and all pres- 
ent, it will not be improper to give the reader 
some further information, touching the several 
characters a.ssciiiblod in this vehicle. The 
quaker was a London merchant, who had 
boon at Deal superintending the repairs of a 
ship which had suffered by a storm in the 
Downs. The W apping landlady was on her 
riiturn from the same place, where she had 
attended the payment of a man of war, with 
sundry powers of attorney, granted by the 
sailors, who liad lived upon credit at her 
house. Her competitor in fame was a dealer 
in win*', a smu«rglor of French lace, and a 
petty gamester ju Mrrived from Paris, id the 
company of an English barber, who sat on 
his right hand ; and the youn<j woman was 
daughter of a country curate, in her way to 
London, where she was bound apprentice to 
a milliner. 

Hitherto Fathom had sat in silent astonish- 
ment at the manner of his fellow-travellers, 
which far exceeded the notions he had pre- 
conceived of English plainness and rusticity : 
he found himself a monument of that dis- 
regard and contempt which a stranger never 
fails to meet with from Uie inhabitants of this 


island ; and saw, with surprise, an agreeable 
young creature sit as solitary and unheeded 
as himself. He was, indeed, allured by the 
roses of her complexion, and the innocence 
of her aspect, and began to repent of having 
pretended ignorance of the language, by 
which he was restrained from exercising his 
eloquence upon her heart; he resolved, how 
ever, to ingratiate himself, if possible, by the 
courtesy and politeness of dumb show, and 
for that purpose put his eyes in motion with- 
out farther delay. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

Another providential deliverance from the 
effects of the smuggler's ingenious con- 
jecture. 

During these deliberations, the wine-mer- 
chant, with a view to make a parade of his 
superior parts and breeding, as well as to 
pave the way for a match at backgammon, 
made a tender of his snufl-box to our ad- 
venturer, and asked in bad French, how he 
travelled from Paris. This question produced 
a series of interrogations concerning the 
place of Ferdinand’s abode In that city, and 
his business in England ; so that he was tain 
to practise the science of defence, and nn- 
swercd\vith such ambiguity as aroused the 
suspicion of the smuggler, who began to be- 
lieve our hero had some very cogent reason 
for evading his curiosity : lie immediately set 
his reflection at work, and, after various con- 
jectures, fixed upon Fathom’s being the* 
young pretender. Big with this supposition, 
he eyed him with the most earnest attention, 
comparing his features with those of the 
chevalier’s portrait, which he had seen in 
I France, and though the faces were as unlike 
as any two human faces could be, found the 
resemblance so striking as to dispel all his 
doubts, and persuade him to introduce the 
stranger to some justice on the road ; a stej) 
by which he would not only manifest his ?ieal 
for the protestant succession, but also acquire 
iHe splendid reward proposed by parliament, 
to any person who should apprehend that 
famous adventurer. 

These ideas intoxicated the brain of this 
man to stich a pitch of enthusiasm, that ho 
actually believed himself in possession of the 
thirty thousand pounds, and amused his fancy 
with a variety of magnificent projects to be 
executed by moans of that acquisition, until 
his revery was interrupted by the halting of 
the coach at the inn where the passengers 
used to eat their breakfasts. Waked as he 
was from the dream of happiness, it had 
made such impression upon his mind, that, 
seeing Fathom rise up with an intention to 
^ alight, he took it for granted his design was 
to escape, and seizing him by the collar, 
called aloud for assistance in the king's name 
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Our hero, whose sagacity and presence of 
mind very often supplied the place of courage, 
instead of being territied at this assault, 
whicli might have disturbed the tranquillity 
of an ordinary villain, was so perfectly master 
of every circumstance of his own situation, 
as to know at once that the aggressor could 
not possibly have the least cause of complaint 
against him ; and therefore, imputing this 
violence cither to madness or mistake, very 
deliberately suffered himself to be made 
jirisoner by the people of the house, who ran 
to the coach door in obedience to the sum- 
moiia of the wine-mcrchant. The rest of the 
company were struck dumb with surprise and 
consternation at this sudden adventure ; and 
the qiiakcr, dreading some fell resistance on 
the side of the outlandish man, unpinned the 
otlier coach door in the twinkling of an eye, 
and trundled himself into the mud for safety. 
The others, seeing the temper and resigna- 
tioii of the prisoner, soon recovered their 
recollection, and began to inquire into the 
cause of his arrest : upon which the captor, 
v. hosc tooth chattered with terror and im- 
patience, gave them to understand that lie 
WHS a state criminal, and demanded their 
help in conveying him to justice. 

Luckily for both parties, there happened to 
be at the inn a company of squires just re- 
turned from the death of a leash of hares, 
which they had ordered to be dressbd for 
dinner, and among these gentlemen was one 
of the quorum, to whom the accuser had im- 
mediate recourse, marching before the cap- 
tive, who walked very peaceably between the 
landlord and one of his waiters, and followed 
by a crowd of spectators, some of whom had 
secured the faithful Maurice, who in his be- 
haviour closely imitated the deliberation of 
his master. In this order did the procession 
advance to the apartment in which the 
magistrate, with his fellows of the chase, sat 
smoking his morning pipe o^er a tankard of 
strong ale ; and the smuggler being directed 
to the right person , — ** May it please your 
.vorjhip,” said he, “I have brought this 
foreigner before you, on a violent suspicion 
of his being a proclaimed outlaw ; and I de- 
sire, before these witnesses, that my title 
may be made good to the reward that shall 
become due upon his conviction.” 

“ Friend,” replied the justice, “ I know 
nothing of you or your titles ; but this I know, 
if you have any information to give in, you 
must come to my house when I am at home, 
and proceed in a lawful way ; that is, d'ye 
mind me, if you swear as how this here per- 
son is an outlaw, then if so be as he has 
nothing to say to the contrary, my clerk shall 
make out a mittimus, and so to jail with him 
tdl next 'size.” « But, sir,” answered the 
impeacheV, “ this is a case that admits of no 
delay ; the person I have apprehended is a 
prisoner of consequence to tijc state.” “ How, 
fellor!” •cried the magistrate, interrupting 


m 

him, “ is there any person of more conse- 
quence than one of liis majesty’s justices of 
the peace, who is besides a considerabh? 
member of the landed interest ! D’ye know, 
sirrah, who you are talking to? If yOu don’t 
go about your business, 1 believe I shall lay 
you by the heels.” 

The smuggler, fearing his prize would 
escape through the ignorance, pride, and ob- 
stinacy of this country justice, approached 
his worship, and, in a^whisper which was 
overheard by all the company, assured him 
he had indubitable reason to bolievc the 
foreigner was no oilier than thr prolendor’s 
eldest son. At mention of this formidable 
name, every individual of the audience start- 
ed, with signs of terror and utnazcmctil. 
The justice dropped his pipe, recoiled upon 
his chair, and, looking most ridiculously 
aghast, exclaimed, — “Seize him, in the iiamt' 
of God and his majesty King George! Has 
he got no secret arms about him !” 

Fathom being thus informed of the sus- 
picion under which he stood, could not help 
smiling at the eagerness with which tin* 
spectators Hew upon him ; and siilferod liim- 
self to bo searched with groat cornpo.suro, 
well knowing they would find no movables 
about his person but such as upon examina- 
tion would turn to his account'; he therefore 
very calmly presented to the magistrate his 
purse, and a small box that contained his 
jewels, and in the French language desired 
they might be preserved from the hands of 
the mob. This request was interpreted by 
the accuser, who, at the same time, laid 
claim to the booty. .The justice look charge 
of the deposit, and one of his neighbours 
having undertaken the office of clerk, he pro- 
ceeded to the examination of the culprit, 
whose papers were by this time laid on the 
table before him. “ Stranger,” said he, “ you 
stand charged with being son of the pre- 
tender to tliese realms: whit have you to 
say in your own defence?” Our hero assured 
him in the French language, that ho was 
falsely impeached, and demanded justice on 
the accuser, who, without the least reason, 
had made such a malicious attack upon the 
life and honour of an innocent gentleman. 

The smuggler, instead of acting the part 
of a faithful interpreter, told his worship, that 
the prisoner’s answer was no more than a 
simpld denial, which every felon would make, 
who had nothing else to plead in his own 
behalf, and that tnis alone was a strong pre- 
sumption of his guilt ; because, if he was not 
really the person they suspected him to bc„ 
the thing would speak for itself ; for, if he 
was not the young pretender, who then was 
he? Tins ar^ment had great weight with 
the justice, who, assuming a very important 
aspect, observed, — “ Very true, friend, if you 
are not the pretender, in the name of God, 
who arc you? One may see with half an eye 
that he is no better than a promiscuous fellow.”' 
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Ferdinand now began to repent of having account of himself, and was possessed of 
pretended ignorance of the English language, things of such value as no honest man would 
as he found himself at the mercy of a rascal, expose to the accidents of the road. Fathom 
wlio put a false gloss upon all his words ; having thus found an interpreter, who signi- 
and addressed himself to the audience sue- fied to him, in the French tongue, the doubts 
cessivoly in French, High Dutch, Italian, and of the justice, told his lordship, that he was 
Hungarian Latin, desiring to know if any a gentleman of a nobU? house in Germany, 
person present understood any of these who, for certain reasons, had come abroad 
tongues, that his answers might be honestly incognito, with a view to see the world ; and 
explained to the bench. But he might have that, although the letters they had seized 
accosted tliem in Chinese with the same would prove the truth of that assertion, he 
success: there was notone person present shouldbcloath to expose his private concerns 
tolerably versed in his mother tongue^ much to the knowledge of strangers, if ho could 
less acquainted with any foreign language, possibly be released without that mortifica- 
except the wine-merchant, who, incensed at tion. The young nobleman explained bis 
this appeal, which he considered as an affront desire to the court ; but his own curiosity 
to his integrity, gave the judge to understand, being interested, observed, at the same time, 
that the delinquent, instead of speaking to that the justice could not be said t j have dis- 
the purpose, contumaciously insulted his charged the duties of his station, unti) he 
authority in sundry foreign lingos, which he should have examined every circumstance 
apprehended was an additional proof of his relating to the prisoner : upon which rcmoii- 
being the chovalier’s eon, inasmuch as no strances, he was requested by the bench to 
person would take the pains to learn such a peruse the papers, and accordingly commii- 
variety of gibberish, except with some sinister nicated the substance of one letter, to this 
intent. effect — 

This annotation was not lost upon the “ My Dear Son, — Though I am far from 
squire, who was too jealous of the honour of approving the rash step you have taken in 
his office to overlook such a flagrant instance withdrawing yourself from your father’s 
of contempt. His eyes glistened, liis cheeks house, in order to avoid an engagement which 
WM^rc inflated with rage. “The case is plain,” wrould have been equally honourable and ad- 
said he ; “ having nothing of signification to vantageous to your family, 1 cannot so tar 
offer in his own favour, he grows refractory, suppress my aflbetion, as to bear the thought 
and abuses the court in his base Roman of your undergoing those hardships which, 
catholic jargon : but I’ll let you Ifnow, for all for your disobedience, you deserve to suffer, 
you pretend to be a prince, you are no better I have therefore, withoiil the knowledge of 
than an outlawed vagrant ; and I’ll show you your father, sent the bearer to attend you in 
what a thing you are, .when you come in your peregrinations ; his fidelity you know 
composition with an English justice, like rue, hath been tried in a long course of service, 
who liave more than once extinguished iny- and I have entrusted to his care, for your use, 
self in the service of my country. As nothing a purse of two hundred ducats, and a box of 
else accrues, your purse, black box, and pa- jewels to the value of twice that sum, which 
pers shall be sealed up before witnesses, and though not sufficient to support an equipage 
sent by express to one of his majesty’s secre- suitable to your birth, will at least for some 
taries of state; and, as for yourself, 1 will time preserve you from the importunities of 
apply to the military at Canterbury, for a want. When you are dutiful enough to ex- 
guard to conduct you to London.” plain your designs and situation, you may 

This was a very unwelcome declaration to expect further indulgence from your too *en- 
oiir adventurer, who was on the point of der and disconsolate mother, 
haranguing the justice and spectators in their “ Tub Countess of Fathom.” 

own language, when he was relieved from This letter, which, as well as the others, 
the necessity of taking that step by the in- our hero had forged for the purpose, effect- 
terposition of a young nobleman just arrived ually answered his intent, in throwing dust 
at the inn, who being informed of this strange in the eyes and understanding of the specta- 
examination, entered the court, and, at first tors, who now regarded the prisoner with 
sight of the prisoner assured the justice he looks of respectful remorse, as a man of 
was iinposeil upon ; for th' t he hiniself had quality who had been falsely accused ; his 
often seen tlie young pretender in Paris, and lordship, to make a parade of his own polite- 
that there was no kind of resemblance be- ness and importance, assured the bench he 
tween that adventurer and the person now was no stranger to the family of the Fathoms, 
'.before him. The accuser was not a little and, with a compliment, gave Ferdinand to 
^'^inortified at his lordship*s affirmation, which understand ho had formerly seen him at Ver- 
f met with all duo regard from the bench, saillos. There being no longer room for 
though the magistrate took notice, that grant- suspicion, the justice ordered our adventurer 
ing the prisoner was not the chevalier himself, to bo set at liberty, and even invited him to 
it was highly probable he was an emissary be seated, with an apology for the rude man- 
of that bouse,, as he could give no satisfactory ner in which he had been treated, dwing to 
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the misinforniaUon of the accuser, who was 
threatened with the stocks, for his malice 
and presumption. 

But this was not the only triumph our 
hero obtained over the winc-merchant. Mau- 
rice was no sooner unfettered, Ilian, advanc- 
into the middle of the room, — “ My lord,” 
said he, addressing himself in French to his 
master’s deliverer, “ since you have been so 
generous as to protect a noble stranger from 
tiie danger of such a false accusation, 1 hope 
you will still lay an additional obligation upon 
the count, by retorting the vengeance of the 
law upon this perfidious accuser, whom I 
know to bo a trader in those articles of mer- 
chandize which are prohibited by the ordi- 
nances of this nation. I have seen him lately 
ar Boulogne, and am perfectly well acquaint- 
cd with some persons who have supplied him 
with French lace and embroidery; and, as a 
proof of what I allege, I desire you will order 
him and this barber, who is his understrapper, 
to be examined on the spot.” 

This charge, which was immediately ex- 
plained to the bench, yielded extraordinary 
satisfaction to the spectators, one of whom, 
being an officer of the customs, forthwith 
began to exercise his function upon the un- 
lucky peruquicr, who, being stripped of his 
upper garments, and even of his shirt, ap- 
peared like the mummy of an Egyptian king, 
most curiously rolled up in bandages 6f rich 
figured gold shalloon, tliat covered the skirts 
or four embroidered waistcoats. The rrier- 
chant, seeing his expectation so unhappily 
reversed, made an effort to retire with a most 
rueful aspect, but was prevented by the officer, 
who demanded the interposition of the civil 
jiower, that he might undergo tho same 
examination to which the other had been sub- 
jected. He was accordingly rifled without 
loss of time, and the inquiry proved well 
worth the care* of him who made it ; for a 
' considerable booty of the same sort of mer- 
chandize was found in his boots, breeches, 
liat, and between the buckram and lining of 
Jiis gurtout. Yet, not contented with this 
.Tirize, the experienced spoiler proceeded to 
search his baggage, and perceiving a false 
bottom in his portmanteau, detected beneath 
it a valuable accession to the plunder he had 
already obtained. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

The singular manner of Fathom's attack 
and triumph over the virtue of the fair 
Elinor* 

Proper cognizance being thus taken of these 
contraband effects, and the informer furnished 
with a certificate, by which he was entitled 
to a share of the seizure, the coachman sum- 
.moned his passengers to the carriage ; the 
purse aztd jewels were restored to Count 
3E 


Fathom, who thanked the justice, and his 
lordship in particular, for the candour and 
hospitality.with which he had been treated, 
and resumed his place in the vehicle, amidst 
the congratulations of al! his fellow-travel lere^ 
except the two forlorn smugglers, who, in- 
stead of rcimbarking in tho coach, thought 
proper to remain at the inn, with a view to 
mitigate, if possible, the severity of their 
misfortune. 

Among those who felicitated Fathom upon 
the issue of this adventure, the young maiden 
seemed to express the most sensible pleat ure 
at that event. The artful language of his 
eyes had raised in her breast certain flutter- 
ing emotions, before she knew tlio value of 
her conquest ; but now that his rank and con- 
dition were discovered, these transports were 
increased by the ideas of vanity and ambition, 
wliich are mingled with the first seeils of 
cvei^ female constitution. The belief of 
having captivated the heart of a man vviio 
could raise her to the rank and dignity of a 
countess, produced such agreeable sensations 
ill her fancy, that her eyes shone with unusual 
lustre, and a continual smile played in dim- 
ples on her rosy cheeks; so that her attrac- 
tions, though not powerflil enough to engage 
the alfection, were yet sufficient to infiurne 
the desire, of our iiuventurer, who very hon- 
estly marked her chastity for prey to his 
voluptuous passion. Had she been well sea- 
soned with knowledge and experience, and 
completely armed with caution against the 
artifice and villainy of man, her virtue might 
not have been able to withstand the engines 
of such an assailant, .considering the danger- 
ous opportunities to which she was neces- 
sarily exposed: how easy then must bis victory 
have been over an innocent unsuspecting 
country damsel, flushed with tJic warmth of 
youth, and an utter stranger to the ways of 
life. 

While Obadiah, therefore, and hi.s plump 
companion, were engaged in conversation, 
on the strange incidents which had passed, 
Fathom acted a very expressive pantomime 
with this fair buxom nymph, who compre- 
hended his meaning witli surprising facility, 
and was at so little pains to conceal the plea- 
sure she took in this kind of intercourse, 
that several warm squeezes wercinterclianged 
between her and her lover, before they arrived 
at Rochester, where they proposed to dine. 
It was during this period, he learned from 
the answers she made to tiie inquisitive qua- 
ker, thiat her sole dependence was upon a 
relation, to whom she had a letter, and that 
she was a perfect stranger in the penX city; 
circumstances on which be soon formed the 
project of her ruin. 

Upon their arrival at the Black Bull, he, 
for the first time, found himself done wiUi 
his Amanda, whose name was Elinor, their 
fellow-travellers being elsewhere employed 
about their own concerns ; and, unwilling to 
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]ose the precious opportunity, be began to 
act the part of a very importunate lover, 
which he conceived to be a proper sequel to 
tiie prelude which had been perrormed in the 
coach. The freedoms which she, out of pure 
simplicity and good humour, permitted him 
to take with her hand, and even her rosy lips, 
encouraged him to practise other familiarities 
upon her fair bosom, which scandalized her 
virtue so much, that, in spite of the passion 
she had begun to indulge in his behalf, she 
rejected his advances with all the marks of 
anger and disdain ; and he found it necessary 
to appease the storm he had raised, by the 
most respectful and submissive demeanour ; 
resolving to change his operations, and carry 
on his attacks so as to make her yield at 
discretion, without alarming her religion or 
pride. Accordingly, when the bill was called 
after dinner, he took particular notice of her 
behaviour, and, perceiving her pull out a large 
leatlicrn purse that contained her money, 
reconnoitred the pocket in which it was de- 
posited, and, while they sat close to each 
other in the carriage, conveyed it with ad- 
mirable dexterity into a hole in the cushion. 
Whether the corpulent couple, who sat op- 
posite to these lovers had entered into an 
amorous engagement at the inn, or were 
severally induced by other motives, is uncer- 
tain ; but sure it is, both left the coach on 
that part of the road which lies nearest to 
Gravesend, and bade adieu to the other pair, 
on pretence of having urgent business at that 
place. 

Ferdinand, not a little pleased at their 
departure, renewed his most pathetic ex- 
pressions of love, and sung several French 
songs oil that tender subject, which seemed 
to thrill to the soul of hi’s beauteous Helen. 
Wliilc the driver halted at Dartford to water 
his liorses, she was srait with the appearance 
. of some cheesecakes, which wore presented 
by the landlady of the house, and having bar- 
gained for two or tlirec, put her band in her 
pocket, in order to pay for her purchase; but 
what was her astonishment, when, after hav- 
ing rummaged hpr equipage, she understood 
her whole, fortune was lost ! This mishap 
was, by a loud shriek, announced to our hero, 
who aftected infinite amazement and concern: 
and no soom r learned the cause of her afflic- 
tion, th^n be presented her with his own 
!■ purse, from which he,, in emphatic dumb 
shov^^, begigcd .si!': would indemnify herself 
for the dapiage she had sustained. Although 
this klpd proSbr was some alleviation of her 
inisforiui^f ete did not fail to pour forth a 
^ most piteous lamentation, importing that she 
had not only l«>st all her money, amounting 
to five pouno&r fept also her letter of recom- 
mendation, upon which she had altogether 
relied for present f^mploy meat. 

The vehiclp wa? ^minutely searched from 
top to bottom by hen^f and our adventurer, 
assisted by Maurice, the ^coachman, who. 


finding their inquiry ineffectual, did not scru- 
ple to declare his suspicion of the two fat 
turtles, who had deserted the coach in such 
an abrupt manner. In a word, he rendered 
this conjecture so plausible, by wresting the 
circumstances of their behaviour and retreat, 
that poor Elinor implicitly believed they 
were the thieves by whom she, had suffered ; 
and was prevailed upon to accept the prof- 
fered assistance of the generous count, who 
seeing her very much disordered by this mis- 
chance, insisted upon her drinking a large 
glass of canary, to quiet the perturbation of 
her spirits. This is a season, which of all 
others is, most propitious to the attempts of 
an artful lover ; and justifies the metaphorical 
maxim of fishing in troubled waters. There 
is an affinity and short transition betwixt all 
the violent passions that agitate the human 
mind : they are all false perspectives, whicli, 
though they magnify, yet perplex and render 
indistinct every object which they represent; 
and flattery is never so successfully adminis- 
tered, as to those who know they stand in 
need of friendship, assent, and ajiprobaiion. 

The cordial she swallowed, far from calm- 
ing, increased the disturbance of her thoughts, 
and produced an intoxication ; during wiiich 
she talked in an incoherent strain, laughed 
and wept by turns, and acted other extrava- 
gancies, Wllich are known to be symptoms 
of the'hysterical affection. Fathom, iliongh 
an Utter stranger to the sentiments of honour, 
pity, and remorse, would not perpetrate his 
vicious purpose, though favoured by the de- 
lirium his villainy had ciilaiiled upon this un- 
fortunate young maiden ; because his appetite 
demanded a more perfect sacrifice than that 
which she could yidd in her present deplora- 
ble situation, when her will must have been 
altogether unconcerned in his success. De- 
termined, therefore, to make a conquest of 
her virtue, before he would take possession 
of lier person, he mimicked that compassion 
and benevolence which his heart had never 
felt, and, when the coach arrived at London, 
not only discharged what she owed for, her 
place, but likewise procured for her an apart- 
ment in the house to which ho himself had 
been directed for lodgings, and even hired a 
nurse to attend her during a severe fever, 
which Was the consequence of her disappoint- 
ment and despondence. Indeed she was 
supplied with all necessaries by the generosity 
of this noble count, who, for the interest of 
his passion, and the honour of Irs namo, was 
resolved to extend his charity to the last ikrth- 
ing of her own money, wiiich he had been 
wise enough to secure for tliis purpose. 

Her youth soon got the better of h6r dis- 
temper, and when she undei^tood her obliga- 
tions to Uie count, who did not fail to attend 
her in person with groat tenderness, her heart, 
which bad been before prepossessed in his 
favour, now glowed with rjl the warmth of. 
gratitude; esteem, and affection. She knew 





_ a pla©©, de^U^te o^f Wf 

rosQurce but in his ^petoflity: sh© ]oV(?a^Jus 
person, she was daz^ied hy his mik ; apd ^ 
knew so well how to jinprove the oppoitupr* 
ties and advwtagps he deprived h^r 

unhappysituation,,thatli©,gnMluallj < 

in sapping, from one degree 6f i. , 
another, until all the, bulwarks of b^jr cbae- 
tity were undermined^ and she submi^tteid to 
his ddsire ; not with the reluctance of a 
<juisfaed people, but with all tlie Ijrai^s^rti 
of a joyful oity^ that opens its gates to rec^vo 
a darling prince returned ri:oDi conqucsf;^fbr 
by thia* time he had artfully concentrated and 
kindled up all the inflammable ingrediepta 
of her constitution; and she now locked back 
upon the virtuous principles of her education, 
as^upon ,a disagreeable and tedious dream, 
from which she had waked to the fruition of 
never-fading joy. 

CHAPTER XXXL 

He hy accident enemnters kis old friendf 
uiith whom he holds a confereme, and 
renews a treaty^ 

Ooa’hero having thus provided himself with 
a proper subject for his hours of dalliance,. 

'iJiQUght it was how high time to study the 
ground which he had pitched upon for the j 
scene of his exploits, and with that view' 
made several excursions to dllferent p$ji#" Of 
the town, where. there wa^ aught of enter- 
tainment or instruction to be mdhd ; yet ho 
always, on these occasions, appeared in, an 
obscure ordinary dres©, in order to avoid 
gularity, and never went twice to the 'same 
coffeehouse, that his person might not bo 
afterwards known, in case ho should ajime 
forth to tlio public in a superior sphere, On 
his return from one of Uiese expeditions, 
while he was passing through Ludgate, hb' 
eyes were suddenly .encountered by the‘.'a|i- 
parilion of his pid friend the 
perv.eiving him^If fairly caughtjri the toil, 

^ maffe a virtue of necessity, and, runningnp ta 
’ our adventurer with an aspect of eage^ess 
and joy, clasned him in .his airnsr a^sohii^ 
dear friend, whom he had casually fbhnd after 
a most tedious and disagrecalde separation.'^ 

Fathom, whoso genius never failed him in 
such emergencies, far: from teceivihg tjiese, 
advances with .the thyeatja and jre|>r^cfaes 

which theothei: had,de»eiwed at . 

returned the >eqnal' warmtk,;ai|d an eietraordinarV price for tho 
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r‘^r Fathom, by your frank, tod phliging 
manner of treating a rnto WhO'^th done you 
wrong, I am more and more conflAed in *ny' 
opinion of your sagacity,- \vhli8i J laiye dften 
considered; with admiration i tot theri?- 

fbre attempt to make an apology for my cop*- 
duct at our last parting ; but only asstird you 
that this meeting may turn out to oar mulbhl 
advantage, if we^iow re-enter into*an uhro* 
served union, jtho ties of which we will soon 
find it onr interest and indination to preserve. 
Fbr niy own part, as my jiidgment is ripened 
by;dxperieilCD, my sentiments changed 
since our last, associatipiu 1 have seen many 
a rich harvest lost, for , want of a fellow- 
Jobourer iii the vineyard; and I have mom 
than 6nce fallen «t sacrifice to a combination, 
which I cpuldhave resisted with the help of 
one kble auxiliaty. Indeed, I might prove 
what 1 allege by math*3matical demonstra- 
tion; and 1 helievb notiody will pretend to 
deny, that two hi^ds are better ihan one, in 
all cases that reghifc discernment and deli- 
beration/*^ 

Ferdinand could not holp owning tho sanity 
of his observations, and forthwith acquiesced 
in his. proposal of the new alliance ; desiring 
to ktoW" tho character in which he acted on 
tto English eta^^ and the scheme he would 
offer fpr their mutual/emolument r' at the 
same time lie resolved within himself to keep 
such a strict eye over his future actions, as 
would frustrate any dosigo he might hereafter 
harbour,^ of. repeating llip prhnK he had so 
successfully played upon fiim, in their journey 
from the^banks ofthe Rhine. 

Having quitted you at Bar-le-dnc,” re- 
sumed the IVrdlesp, travelled without 
ceasing, imlil I arrived at Frankfort upon tho 
Maine, where I assurn^ the* character of a 
French chovaHer, and struck some masterly 
ptrokes, which you yourself would hot have- 
deemed xmwortny oi your invention : and my 
success wap the more ^ agreeable, as my opc- 
mtions were chiefly carried on against the 
enemies of our religion : but my prosperity 
was not of long duration. Seeing they could 
not foil mo at my own weaphns, they formed 
a dnmned conspiracy, by which 1 not only 
Ibst all the fruits of my industry, but likewise > 
ran the. most imminent hazard of my life.* 

I had ordered some of tboso jewels which I 
had borrowed of my good friend Fathom to 
be new set m,a;ftsmoinibI6. taste; and soon 
aBer Sad ,im dptortanity to .srfldhe of these, 
.at advantage., of tho.fraternity. 


really oveijoyed at meeting with a per- 1 
son who might one way ofpther m&kti amdn^ 
for the.jperody of hSfi.|i>tzp0r conduct. iThe 
Tyroles^, who^ name ftatchcali, ph^us^ 
Wxth his' reception, probed they should: on- 
; jourii-tb.thfi next tavern; io:. which they hto‘ 

. to flooper taken to^sessioii pf an apartraei^l 
than toaddrcssto^l^^ 


Purpoaoih eflget ray ruin. In less 
ttxi** l^uf-tod-twenity hours after this bargain, 

I wto ;ari»^ed jfcy the officers of justice, upon ' 
Ihe.di^^df jfhd purcKaabt> who undertook to 
^rove.me^iby ^ a jfiwd, in selling a Saxon 
gobble |bri> reef diamond ; and .this accuse- 
tibn wbp aettoSy trne ; . for the chai^. liad 
iijgfaBy.ppt upon me by tlic jeivejler,/ ^ 
Wf^;hiitoelf engaged in thf cemspimoy. 
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** Had niy conacieucQ been clear of any 
other impcachmentf i>erhapa 1 should have 
rested my cause upon the ^uity and ptotec- 
tion of the laur ; bat 1 foresaw that the trial 
would introduce an inquiry, to which I was 
not at a]] ambitious of submitting, and there- 
fore was fkin, to compromise the affair at the 
price of almost my whole fortune. Yet this 
accommodation^ was not made so secretly, 
but that my character was blasted, and ray 
credit overthrown ; so that I was fain to re- 
linquish my occasional equipa^, and hire 
myself as' journeyman to a lapidary, an em^ 
ployment wlucb I had exercised in my youth. 
In this obscure station, 1 laboured with great 
assiduity, until I made myself perfect in the 
knowledge of stones, as well as in the dif- 
ferent methods of setting them off to the 
best advantage ; and having, by dint of indus- 
. try and address, got possession of a small 
parcel, set out for this kingdom, in which 1 
jiappily arrived about four months ago ; and 
surely England is the paradise of artists of 
our profession. 

“ One would imagine that nature had creat- 
ed the inhabitants for the support and enjoy- 
ment of adventurers like you leind me. Not 
that these islanders open the arms of hospi- 
tality to all foreigners without distinction ; 
on the contrary, they inherit from their fathers 
an unreasonable prejudice against' all nations 
under the sun ; and when an Englishman 
happens to quarrel with a stranger, the first 
term of reproach he uses is the name of his 
antagonist’s country, characterized by some 
opprobrious epithet, such as a chattering 
Fronchtrian, an Italian ape, a German hog, 
and a beastly Dutchman*; nay, their national 
prepossession is maintained even against 
those people with whom they are united under 
Uie some laws and government ; tor nothing 
is more common than to hoar them exclaim 
against their fellow-subjects, jn the express<^ 
ions of a beggarly Scot, and an impudent 
Irish bog-trotter. Yet tliis very prejudice 
will never fail to turn to the account of every 
stranger possessed of ordinary talents ; for 
he will always find opportunities of convers- 
ing with them in coffeehouses, and places of 
■ public resort, in spue of their professed re- 
serve, which, by the bye, is so extraordinary, 
that 1 know some people who have lived 
twenty years in the same house without ex- 
changing one word with their next door 
neighbours ; yet provided he can talk sensi- 
bly, n^d'presei \ the deportment of a sober 
g^tlemaii, in those occasiunai conversations, 
his. behavionr will be the more remarkably 
ple^ingf as it will agreeably disappoint the 
expectation of the: person who had enter- 
tained notion^- to his prejudice. Wlien a 
foreigner hue enoe crossed this bar, which 
perpetually occiip, ha sails without' further 
difiiculty into tbaha^Mr of an Englishman's 
good wdl; for t])ie\pioua is neither personal 
nor rsnebroQs^ but^imer epntemptuoua and 


national ; so that, while he despises a people 
in the lump, an individual of that veiy com- 
munity may, be one of his chief favourites. 

' •* The English are in general upright and 
honest, therefbre unsuspecting and credulous; 
they are too much engrossed with their own 
business to pry into the conduct of their 
neighbours, oxid too indifferent, in point of 
disposition, to interest themselves in What 
they conceive to be foreign to their own con- 
cerns. They are wealthy and mercantile, 
of consequence liberal and adventurous ; and 
so well disposed to take a man’s own word 
for his importance, that they suffer tliemselves 
to be preyed upon by such a bungling set of 
impostors as would starve for lack of address 
in any other country under the sun. This 
being a tnie sketch of the British character, 
so far as 1 have been able to observe and 
learn, you will easily comprehend the profits 
that may be extracted from it, by virtue of 
those arts in wliich you so eminently excel ; 
the greats the unbounded prospect lies be^ 
fore me ! Indeed, I look, upon this opulent 
kingdom as a wide and fertile common, on 
which we adventurers may range for prey 
without let- or molestation : for so jealous are 
thematives of their liberties, that they will 
not bear the restraint of necessary police, 
and an able artist may enrich himself with 
their spoils, without running any risk of at- 
tracting the notice of tlio magistrate, or 
incurring the least penalty of the law. 

“ In a word, this metropolis is a vast mas- 
querade, in which a man of stratagem m|Eiy 
wear a thousand different disguises without < 
danger of detection. There is a variety of 
shapes in which we the knights of industry 
make our appearance in London. One glides 
into a nobleman’s house in the capacity of a 
valct-de-chambre, and in a few months leads ’ 
the whole family by the nose ; another ex- 
hibits himself to the public ns an empiric or 
operator for the teeth, and, by dint of assur- 
ance, and affidavits bearing testimony to 
wonderful cures that, never were performed, 
whirls himself into his chariot, and lays the 
town under contribution ; a third professes 
the composition of mu6ib, os well as the per- ; 
formance, and by means of a few cttpriciosos 
on the violin, properly introduced, wriggles 
himself into the management of private and 
public concerts ; and a fourth bre^s forth at 
once in all the splendour of a gay equipage 
under the title and denomination of «i foreign 
count. Net to mention those inferior pro- 
jectors who assume the characters of dancers, 
fencing-masterSf and French qsbers, or, , by 
renouncing tlmir religion, seek to obtain a ' 
provision for life. , , . » 

“ Either of these part? will turn to the 
Bcconnt of able actor: and, as you' are 
eoualfy qualified for all, you may ciioose .tbht 
wiiicb is mo^ suitable to your own inclina- - 
tion : thooi^i in my <^ihiori; ybu d^ 
by tJWturc tQ shine in the gre$t;vr6rid, 
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which, after all, is the most ample field for terview in town, thathia reasona fbrconceal- 
men of genius, because tlie game is deeper, inghisknowled^ 'oftlie English tongue were 
and people of fashion being for the most part now removed, and that he wdoM no longer 
more ignorant, indolent, vain, and capricious deny himself the pleasure of speaking a Ian* 
than their inferiors, are of consequence more guage which had been always music to his 
easily deceived : besides, their morals sit car ; he bad also thanked his lordship for his 
generally so loose about them, that when a generous interposition at the inn, which was 
gentleman of our fraternity is discovered in an instance of that generosity and true polite- ^ 
the exercise of his profession, their contempt ness which are engrossed by the English 
of his skill is the only disgrace he incurs.** people, who leave nouglit to other nations 
Our hero was so well pleased with this but the mere shadow of these virtues, 
picture, that he longed to ^rusc the original; A testimony like this, from the mouth of 
and, before these two friends parted, they such a noble stranger, won the heart of the 
settled all the operations of the campaign, peer, who professed a friendship for him on 
Ratchcali, that same evening, hired magnifi-. the spot, and undertook to see Justice done 
cent lodgings for Count Fathom in the court to his lacquey, who in a short time was 
end of th^c town, and furnished his wardrobe gratified with a share of the seizure w^hich 
and liveries from the spoils of Monmouth had been made upon his information, amount* 
street ; lie likewise enlisted another tbotman ing to filly or sixty pounds, 
and valet.de*chambre into ,his service, and Ferdinand put not forth the whole strength 
sent to the apartments divers laigo trunks, of his accomplishments at once, but con. 
supposed to be filled with the baggage of this trived to spring a new mine of qualification 
foHMgn nobleman, though in reality they con- every day, to the surprise and admiration of 
tained little else than common lumber. all his acquaintance. He was gifted with a 

Next day our adventurer took possession sort of elocution much more specious than 
of his new habitation, after having left to his solid, and spoke on every subject that occur- 
friend and associate the task of dismissing the red in conversation with that familiarity and 
unfortunate Elinor, who was so shocked at ease which, one would think, could only be 
the unexpected message that she fainted away; acquired by long study and application. This 
and when she recovered the use of her senses plausibility and confidence are faculties really 
so well as to reflect upon her forlorn con* inherited from nature, and effectually servo 
dition, she was seized with the most violent the possessor, in lieu of that learning which 
transports of grief and dismay, by which her is not to he obtained without infinite toil and 
brain was disordered to such a ddgree, that perseverance. The most superficial tincture . 
she grew furious and distracted, and was, by of the arts and sciences in such a juggler is 
the advice and assistance of the Tyrolese, sufficient to dazzle the understanding of half 
conveyed into the hospital of Bpthlem, where mankind, and if managed wiUi circumspcc* 
we shnJl leave her for the present, happily lion, will enable hiili even to spend his life 
bereft of her reason. among the literati, without once forfeiting the 

character of a connoisseur. 

Our hero was perfectly master of this 
CHAPTER XXXII. legerdemain, which be carried to such a pitch 

of assurance, as to declare in the midst of a 
He appears in the great world with univer- mathematical assembly, that he intended to 
sal applause and admiration, gratify the public with a full confutation of 

Sir Isaac Newton's philosophy, to the nature 
Mk^while, Fathom and his engine were of which he was as much a stranger as the- 
busied in completing his equipage, so that in most savage Hottentot in Africa. His pre- 
a few days he bad procured a very gay chariot, teiibiuns to profound and universal knowledge 
adorned with painting, gilding, and a coat of were supported not only by this kind of pre* 
arms, according to his own rancy and direc- sumption, but also by tne facility with which 
tion. The first use lie made of this vehmlo be spoke so many different a languages, and 
was that of visiting the young nobleman from the shrewd remarks he had made m the course 
whom he bad deceived such important civili- of his travels and obser\*ation. 
ties on the road, in consequence of an invi- Among politiciahs, he settled the balance 
tation at parting, by which be learned bis of power upon a certain footing, by dint of 
title and tlm place of his abode in London. ^ ingenious schemes, which he had contrived 
His lordship was not only pleased, but for the welfare of Europe : with officers, ho 
proud to see such a stranger at his gate, and reformed the att of war, with improvements 
entertained him with excess of complaisance which, ha^ occurred to his reflection while 
and hospitality, insomuchHhfl^t, by his means^ he was engaged in a militiury life : he some- 
bur hero soon became acquainted arith the times held forth Upon painting, like a member , 
whole circle of polite company, by whom he of the DUettanti club : the theory of music 
■was caressed for his insinuating manners and was a theme upon which he seemed to ex* 
agitable > ebnyersationi He had thop^t pktialp' with particular pleasure : in the pro- 
proper to tell thb nobleman), ait their^jfitrfpwl ^nceabf Ibve and gallantry lie was a per^ 
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Orboudatcs ; he possessed a most' c^eeable 
manner of telling entertaining etorieev of 
which be had a Targe collection : he gong 
Vith great melody tind taste, aiid placed pj^a 
i tjfe violin, with surprising, executjom . to 
the.'^e ^ualidcations let us add , his ai^bllSty 
and pliant disposition, and then the readeir., 
vrijl not wander that he was looked upon as 
the pattern of human pcrlectlon, and his ac<^ 
quaiptance pourted accordingly. 

While he thus captivated the favour and 
affection of the English, nohility, ho did not 
iieglect.to tal^e other measures in behalf of 
the partncrsliip to which he liad subscribed, 
^rhe, .adventure with the two squires at Paris 
had weakened his appetite for play, which 
was not at all restored by the observations 
lie bad .made in Iiondon, whore the art of 
gaming is reduced into a regular system, and 
its professors so laudably devoted to the dis- 
charge of their functions, as to observe the 
inost temperate regimen, lest their invention 
should be impaired bjr the fatigue of watcliing 
or exercise, and their ideas disturbed by the 
fumes of indigestion. No Indian brachmin 
could live more abstemiously than two of the 
packt who hunted in couple, and kennelled 
in the upper apartments of the hotel in which 
our adventurer lived: they abstained from 
animal food with the abhorrence of Pytha- 
goreans, their drink was the pure simple ele- 
ment, they were vomited once a-wcek, took 
physic or a glyster every third day, spent the 
forenoon in algebraical calculations, and 
slept from four o’clock till midnight, that 
they might then take the field witli that cool 
serenity which is the effect of refreshment 
’ Md re^se. 

•These wore terms upon which our hero 
v^ouldndt risk his fortune; he was too much 
addicted to pleasure to forego every other 
enjoyment but that of amassiqg ; and did not 
so much depend upon his dexterity in play as 
upon Ids talent of insinuation, which by this 
time bad succeeded so. jar beyond his expecta- 
tion, that he began tq indulge the hope of 
enslaving the heart of some rich heiress, 
whose fortune would at once raise him above 
all dependence. Indeed no m^n ever set out 
with a fairer prospect oil such an expedition ; 
for he had found means to render himself so 
agreeable to tho fair sex, the boxes 

^ er- the playhouse during the i^presentation 
oCaiieW performance, bis company was often 
weeks ; and no lady, 
or maiden, ever men-, 
name,' without some epithet of 
m such as th^j^ear counf I 

the nonputgili or the 

qliono iri , the zeukh. of ad- 
I miratiorh Mf pdlt to be doubted, that he could 

melted,so|iife'f|s|iBthy pr opuynt 

war4^J>ut hplpjf w/feipfliy to all prec^Ha^!! 

to, act with 


care and deliberation in an afbir of such im-, 
portance, especially as lie did not hnd himself 
hurried by tlie Importunities of want; for, 
since his nri;iy^^ili England, he had rather 
increased than . .Exhausted his finances, by^ 
methods, equally 'certain and secure. In a 
word, he, with tlie asjsibtance qf Ratchcali, 
carried on a traffic, which yielded great pro- 
’fits, without subjecting the trader to the least 
loss or inconvenience, Pathom, for example, 
\yore upon his finger a large hrilliant, which 
lie played to such advantage' one night, at u 
certain nobleman’s boose, where he was pre- 
vailed upon to entertain the company with a' 
solo on the violin, that every body present, 
took notice of its uncommon lustra, and it 
was handed about for the perusal of eve^ 
individual. The water and the workmanship 
were universally admired; and one among 
the rest having expressed a desire of knowing 
the value of such a jewel, the count seized 
that opportunity of entertaining them with a 
learned disquisition into the nature of stones ; 
this introduced the history of the diamond in ^ 
question, which he said had been purchased 
of an Indian trader of Fort St George, at an 
under price ; so that the present proprietor 
could afford to sell it at a voiy reasonable 
rate ; and concluded with telling the com- 
pany, that, for his own part, lie had been 
importuned to wear , it by the jeweller, who 
imagined it would have a better chance for 
attracting a purchaser on his finger, than 
while it remained in his own custody. 

This declaration w ris no sooner made, than 
a certain lady of quality bespoke the refusal 
of the jewel, and desired Ferdinand to send 
the owner next day to her house, where he 
accordingly Waited upon her ladyship with 
the ring, for which, he received one hundred 
and fifty guineas, two-thirds of the sum being ; 
clear gam, and equally divided betwixt the., 
associates. Nor was this bargain^, suqh as. 
reflected dishonour upon^tbe laay!s taste, or 
could be productive of ill consequences to the . 
merchant ; for the metliod of estimating dia- .. 
nionds is altogether arffitrary ; and Ratchcali, • 
who was an exquisite lapidary, had set ft in • 
Such a manner as would have imposed upon 
any ordinftry jeweller. By these means of 
introdiictfon, the Tyrolese soon monopolized 
the custoni of a. great many noble faUiilips, 
upon which he -levied large contributions, 
wit^ut incurring, the least suspicion of de- , 
'ceif; he eyeqr ffiiy, out of pure est^dhranilL 
il^atJtude for the honour qf their cpmlnands,' ' 
entertained them with the sight of some new .j 
trinket, which . be was never permitted, tp.;’! 
carry home unsold; and from the profits of . 
eabli job/ a.tax was raised for the benefit of i 
ouradv^'t^r. ^ V' \ 

ihdultos were hot confined to the 
arficlb bfjeweis^ which epnstituted cUylo 
p^rt of his rpveaiqe ; % industry 

ondchstra^per, he* prtkmred; a number, df old ' 
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crazy fiddles, which \<rere thrdwh aside as 
himber ; upon which hfe counterfeited the 
Cremona mark, and otherwise cooked them 
up with great dexterity ; so that, when he Imd 
occasion to reg(de the lovers of music, he 
would send for one of these vamped instru- 
ments, and extract from it such tones as quite 
ravished the hearers; among whom there 
was always some conceited pretender, who 
spoke in captures of the violin, and ga.ve our 
hero an opportunity of launching out in its 
praise, and declaring it was the best Cremona 
he had ever touched. This encomium never 
iailed to inflame the desires of the audience, 
to some one of whom he .was generous 
enough to part with it at prime cost, that is, 
fox twenty or thirty guineas clcsar profit ; for 
he was often able to oblige his friends in this 
manner, because, being an eminent connois- 
seiir, his countenance was solicited by all the 
musicians who wanted to dispose of such 
movables. ^ 

Nor did lie neglect the other resources of 
a skilful virtuoso. Every auction afforded 
some picture, in which, though it had been 
overlooked by the ignorance of the times, he 
recognized the style of a great master, and 
made a merit of recommending it to some 
noble friend. This commerce he likewise 
extended to medals, bronzes, busts, intaglios, 
and old china, and kept divers artificorf? con- 
tinually employed in making antiques for tlm 
English nobility. Thus he went on with such 
rapidity of success in all his endeavours, that 
he himself was astonished at the infatuation 
-he had produced. Nothing was so wretched 
among the productions of art, that ho could 
not impose upon the world as a capital per. 
formance ; and so fascinated were the eyes 
of his admirers, he could easily have per- 
suaded them that a barber’s bason was an 
Etrurian Patera, and the cover of a copper 
pot, no other than the shield of Ancus Mar- 
tins. In short, it was become so fkshioiiable 
to consult -the count in every thing relating 
to trste end politeness, that not a plan was 
. dravtgj, not even a house furnished, without 
•Ills advice and approbation ; nay, to such a 
degree did his reputation in these matters 
excel, that a particular pattern of paper- 
hangings Was known by the name of Fathom ; 
and iiis hadl was every morning crowded with 
upholsterers and other tradesmen, who came, 
by order of their employers, to learn his 
choice, and take his directions. 

The character and influence- he thus ac- 
quired he tools .care to maintain wicl|>jthe 
utmost assiduity and circumspection; hb 
never failed to appear the chief personage at 
all public diversions and private assepiblies, 
not only jn converaation and dress, btit also 
in the article of donehtg, in which he out-, 
stnpped all his feUow^ i^s fiir as in every 
other genteel accomplishment ' 

• " ; 3r- . ^ 


CH|PTER XXXtil 

He aitracts^ the envy and ill office^ a/, the 

minor kniekts of hie own order, 

whom he ootains a complete victory » * 

Sveu a pre-eminence could not be enjoyed' 
without exciting the malevolence of envy and . 
detraction, in the propagation of which noiie^, 
were so industrious as the brelhren of his 
own order, who had, like him, made a de- 
scent upon this island, and could not, without 
repining, see the whole harvest in the hands 
of one man, who, with equal art and discre- 
tion, avoided all intercourso witli their so- 
ciety. In vain they strove to discover hia 
pedigree, and detect the particular circum- 
stances of his jife and conversation ; all their 
inquiries were baffled by tlie, obscurity of his 
origin, and that solitary scheme which he 
had adopted in the beginning of his career. 
The whole fruit of their investigation amount- 
ed to no more than a certainty that, there was 
no fiimily of any consideration in Europe 
known by the denomination of Fathom ; and 
this discovery they did not fail to divulge 
for the benefit of our adventurer, who liad 
by this time taken such firm root in the fa-' 
vour of the great, as to set all those little arts 
at defiance ; and when the report reached his 
ear, actually made his friends merry with 
the conjectures which had been circulated at 
his expense.* 

His adversaries, finding tlicniBclves dis- 
appointed in this, effort, held a consultation 
to devise other meajsures against him, and 
came to a resolution of ending him by the 
sword, or rather of expelling him from the 
kingdom, by the fear of death, which they 
hoped he had not courage enough to resist, 
because his deportment had been always re- 
markably mild and pacific. It w^as upon this 
supposition, that they left to the determina- 
tion of the dice the choice of the person who 
should execute their plan ; and the lot falling 
upon a Swiss, who, from the station of a 
foot-uoldier in the Dutch service, out of wbicli ^ 
he had been drummed for theft, had erected ' 
himself into the rank' of a self-created, cheva- * 
licr : this hero fortified himself with a double . 
dose of brandy, and betook himself to a cer- ' 
tain .noted coffee-house, with an intent to 
affront Count Fathom in public. 

S^^as' lucky enough to find our adven- 
tui^Jiitting. at a table in conversation with 
fomerpersons of the first rank: upon which 
he seated himself in the next box, and, after 
having intruded himself into their discourse, 
which happened to turn upon the politics of ' . 
some German courts,*-** Count,” said he to \ 
Ferdinand#, m a very abrupt and disagreeable.- 
manner of address, ** I was last night in cbinr ; 
pany with: some gentlemon, among whom a 
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dispute happened about the plax^e of }fonr pected ev<ery moment. Perdiniind, who had 
nativity; pray, what country are jrOtt ofl ” taken post in a proper place for observation. 
Sir,*' answered the other, .with great po- seeing his antagonist fairly admitted, took 
liteiicss, “ I at present have the honour to be the same road, and appearing before him, 
in Eiiffland.” “ Oho !V replied the chevalier, wrapped up in a long Spanish cloak, desired 
“ I ask your pardon, that is to say you are to know what h?ul procured him the honour 
incog, Somepeople may find it convenient to of such an early visit'. The * Swiss, raising 
keep themselves in that situation.” “ True,” his voice to conceal his agitatipn, explained 
said the count, “ but some people are too his errand, ih demanding reparation for the 
w^ll known to enjoy that privilege.” The injury his honour had sustained the preceding 
Swiss being a little disconcerted at this day, in that odious, allusion to a scandalous 
repartee, which extracted a smile from the report which had been raised by the malice 
audience, after some pause, observed, that of his enemies : and insisted, in a very im- 
persons of a certain class had good reason to perious style, uponiiis attending him forth- 
drop the remembrance of what they have with to the nursery in Hyde park. “ Have 
been ; but a good citizen will not forget his a little patience,” said our adventurer, with 
country or former condition. And a bad great composure, and I will do myself the 
citizen,” 'said Fathom, cannot if he \v*ould, pleasure to wait upon you in a few mo- 
provided he has met with his deserts ; a inents.” 

sharper may as well forgot the shape of a die, With these words, he rung tlie bell, and 
or a discarded sbldior the sound of a drum.” calling for a bason of water, laid aside his 
As the chevalier's character and story were cloak, and displayed himself in his shirt, witli 
not unknown,, this ap])lication raised a uni- a sword in his ri^it hand, which was all over 
versal laugli at his expense, which provoked besmeared with recent blood, as if lie had 
him to such a degree, that starting up, he just come from the slaughter of a fbo,' This 
swore Fathom could not have mentioned any phenomenon made such an impression upon 
object in nature that he himself resembled so the astonished chevalier, already discomposed 
much as a drum, which was exactly typified by (he reschitc behaviour of the count, that 
by his emptiness and sound, with tins diffi^r- ho became jaundiced with terror and dismay, 
ence, however, that a drum was never noisy and, wjiile liis teeth chatton'd in his h(?a(J, 
till beaten, whereas the count would never told our h^rodio had ho])ed, from his known 
be quiet, until he should have tindergono the politeness, to have found him ready to nc- 
sarae discipline. So saying, he laid his hand knowledge an iujniT wliich might have Iummi 
upon his sword, with a menacing look, and tire ellect of auger or misapprehension, in 
walked out us if in expectation of being fol- which casjo the afiair might have been cqni- 
lowcd by our adventurer, wljo suffered him- promised to their mutual satisfaction, With- 
uelf to be detained bv the company, and very out proceeding to those extremities, which, 
calmly took notice, that his antagonist would among men of honour, arc ‘always accounted 
not be ill pleased at , their interposition, the last resource. To tliis representation 
Perhaps he would not have comported him- Ferdinand answered, that the afthir had been 
self with such case and deliberation, had not of the chevalier’s own seeking, inasmuch as 
he made such remarks upon the disposition he hod intruded himself into his company, 
of the clievalier, as convinced him, of his own and treated him with the most insolent and 
safety. He had perceivf?d a perplexity and . unprovoked abuse, wliinli plainly flowed from 
perturbation in the countenance of the Swiss, a jiremeditated design against his honour and 
when he first entered the coffee-room ; his reputation ; he, therefore, far from being dis* 
blunt and precipitate way of accosting him, posed to own himself in the wrong, would 
secracd to denote confbslon’ and compulsion ; not even accept, of a public acknowledge-, 
and, in the midst of his ferocity, this accurate men t from him, the aggrossoT, whom he 
observer discerned the trepidation of fear, looked upon as an in&moiis sharper, and was. 
By the help of these signs, his sagacity soon resolved to chastise accr>rdingly.' 
comprehended the nature of his schemes, Here the con^’ersatioir w’as interrupted by 
and prepared accordingly for a formal de- the arrival of a person who was brought to 

the door in a chair, and conducted into ano- . 
His conjecture was verified next morning* ther apartment, from which a message was 
by aA’isit from tbe chevalier, who taking it brought to the want, importing, tlTat tlio 
, for' gnmted t- ^ Fathom would not face an stranger desired to speak yvith him upon 
adversary. m the field; because he had not business of the la^^uj^prtance- Pathons 
followed hint ftnin the coffee-house, ivent to having chid tlie scj|||||HP^ adnlitting people 
his lodmti^;With peat confidence, and de- , Without hiaiordmjd^Bed the Swiss to excuse 
manded to see Jhe ■count upon an affair tliat, hitn for a miiuflpRpr, and went the 
would admit of, no delay- Maurice, accord- next roptn, fnHfwhdnce the following dia- 
ling to hisl in^tn^ctfons, told him''that his lopie. .wji^ t^rheard by this challenger, 
master Was goilife^out, but desired he wduld ChunL” said the ^ stranger, •‘^you are not' 
h^ve the joodpess..tb repose hiniself in a of my peteasions to tpe heart of 

our. till thecouafs wtup, which lfe,e 5 t-|thal^i?du|ig;la% house..I'met you 
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yesterday ; then*ft)re you ctunnot be surprwod 
when I doclnr»' myself diBpleast'd witli your 
visits and beimviour to my mistress, and de- 
mand that you will instantly promise to drop 
the correspondence,” “ Eke what follows 
answered Ferdinand, with a cool and tem- 
perate voice. “ My resentment and imme- 
diate defiance,” replied the other . “ for tile 
only alternative I propose, is to forego your 
(Vsi^fn upon th^tt lady, or to decide our pre- 
tensions by the sword.” 

Our hero, having expressed a regard for 
tins visitant as the son of a gentleman whom 
he honoured, was at tlie pains to represent 
tlio unreasonablenebs of his demand, and the 
folly of his presumption ; and earnestly ex- 
horted him to put the issue of his cause upon 
a more safe and equitable footing. But tins 
admonition, instead of appen^^mg the wrath, 
seemed to inflame the reseiilinent of the 
opponent, who swore ho would not leave him 
until he slionhl have ar complished the pur- 
port of his errand. In lam our adventurer 
requested half an hour for the dispatch of 
some urgent business, m Inch he was en- 
gaged with a gentleman ri the other parloui: 
thJi impctuoub jjval rejected all the terms he 
couhl propOH', and <•' on challenged him to 
decide the conln'ver®) upon the spot ; an 
expt dient to which the other having d'^sented 
with reluctance, the dooi was bccmed, the 
swords unsheathed, and a hot engagement 
ensued, to the inexpro^hihle plea'^uw* of the 
Swibb, who did not doubt that he hiinbelf 
would be screened irom all danger b) the 
event of tins rencounter: ncverthelebs, his 
hope was disappointed ui the defeat of the 
btranger, who w'^as qincKly disaim ‘d, in con- 
^equence of a w’ound througli the sw oid-arm ; 
upon which occasion Futhoni wab heard to 
say, that, in considenition of liis j outh and 
family, he had spared hib iite ; hut he would 
not act with the same tenderness tow'ards 
any other antagonist. He then bound up 
the limb be had disabled, comluctcd the van- 
quished party to liib chair, rejoined the che- 
valier with a serene coimtennnce, and, asking 
pa*don for having detained him so long, 
proposed they should in‘»tantly set out in a 
hackney-coach for the place of appointment 

Tlie stratagem, thus conducted, hod all tlio 
success the inventor could desire. The fear 
of the Swiss had risen alinoat to an ecstasy 
before the count quitted the room ; but after 
this sham battle, which had be<»n precon- 
certed betwi.xt our adventun'r and hw fnend 
Ratcbcah, the chevahor’s terrors were un- 
speakable. Ilo’ considered Fathom as a 
devil incarnate, and went into the coach as 
a malefactor bound for Tyburn. Ho would 
have gladly compounded for the loss of a leg 
or arm, and entertained some transient gleams 
of hope, that he should escape for ha}f a 
dozen flesh-wounds, which he would have 
willingly received as the price of hU nro- 
sumptwn ; bflt these hopes were banished by 
3F 


the remembrance of that dreadful declaration 
w'hich he had lieard the count make, alter 
having overcome his last adversary ; and In* 
continued under the power of tlie most Un- 
supportable panic, until the cariiage halted 
at Hyde park comer, wdiere he crawled forth 
m a most piteous and lamentable condition ; 
so that, when they reached the spot, he wtusi 
scarce able to stand. 

Here ho made an effort to speak, and pro- 
pose an accommodation upon a now plan, by 
which he promised to leave hib rausc to the 
arbilrement of those gentlemen who were 
present at the rupture, und to u^k panloii of 
the count, provided lie sliould be found guilty 
of a trespass upon good inam'jrs: but this ' 
proposal would not satisfy thu implacable 
Ferdinand, who, perceiving the agony of ihv 
Swiss, resolved to make the most of the ail- 
venturo; and giving him to understand he 
was not a man to be trifled w itli, desired 
him to draw without fui ther preamble. Thus 
compelled, tliq unfortunate gamester pulled 
off his roat, and putting himself in a posture, 
to use the w’orda of Nyni, — wmked diid 
held out his cold iron ” 

Our adicnlurer, far from making a gentle 
use of the advantages le posbossscd, fiercolv 
attacked Him, while he w a& im ajiablo of mak- 
ing n'sjbtame, and aiming at u fleshy pait, 
ran him tluough the arm and outside of the 
shouldei a* tic* \e y fl?s» pass : tlic chovaho^ 
already stupified with tne horror of expecta- 
tion, no -i^eierfilt hib adversary’s point ni 
hic» body, ti.an he fell to the ground, and, con- 
cluding* he w.is no longer a man for tlu*^ 
world, began to cross liimsclf wntU gieat 
devotion, wlule Falliom walked home delibe- 
rately, and in his way sent a couple of chan, 
men to the a'^sistance of the wounded kniglit 

This achievement, which could not be coii- 
c^'ided from tl’e knowledge of the public, nut 
only furnished the chnracter of Fathom wutli 
fresh wreatliM of admiration and applaust*. 
but likewise elFectually secured him from any 
future attempts of his enemies, to whom the 
Swiss, tor lus own sake, had comnnuiicated 
Siicii terrible ideas of lus valour, as ovoravveil 
the whole community. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 

I/e performs another exploit^ thut conveys 
a true idea of kis gratitude and honour 

It was not long after this celebrated victory, 
that he was invited to spend part of the sum- 
mer at the house of a coiuitry gentleman, 
who lived about one hundred miles from Lon- 
don, possessed of a very opulent fortune, the 
greatest part of which was expended in act.i 
of old English hospitality He had met wUli 
our hero by accident at ^ table of a certain 
great man, and was so i^uck with his man- 
ner und conversation! as to desitje his ac- 
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f^uaintance, and cultiivate his friendship; and 
he tliought himself extremely happy in haying 
revailed upon him to pass a few weeks in 
is family. 

Fathom, among his other observations, 
perceived that there was a domestic uneasi- 
ness, occasioned by a veiy beautiful young 
creature about tiie age of fifteen, who resided 
in the house under the title of the gentleman’s 
niece, though she was in reality his natural 
daughter, born before his marriage. This 
circumstance was not unknown to his lady, 
by whose express approbation he had be- 
stowed particular attention upon the educa- 
tion of the child, whom wc shall distinguish 
by the name of Olinda : their liberality in 
tills particular had not been misapplied ; for 
she not only gave marks of uncommon capa- 
city, but ad she grew up, became more and 
more amiable in her person, and was now 
returned from the boarding-school, possessed 
of every accomplishment that could be ac- 
quired by one of her age and opportunities. 
These qualifications, which endeared her to 
cverv other person, excited the jealousy and 
displeasure of her supposed aunt, who could 
not bear to see her own children eclipsed by 
this illegitimate daughter, whom she there- 1 
fore discountenanced upon all occasions, and 
exposed to such mortificBtions as would in 
all appearance drive her from her father’s 
house. This persecuting spirit was very dis- 
agreeable to the husband, who loved Celinda 
with a truly paternal affection, and produced 
abundance of family disquiet ; but being a 
man of a peaceable and yielding disposition, 
he could not long maintain the resolution he 
had taken in her favour,' and therefore he 
ceased opposing the malevolence of his wife. 

In this unfortunate predicament stood the 
fair bastard, at the arrival of our adventurer, 
who,* being allured by her charms, and ap- 
prised of her situation at the s^arne time, took 
the generous resolution to undermine her 
innocence, that ho might banquet his vicious 
appetite with the spoils of her beauty. Per- 
haps such a brutal de.'^ign might not have 
(jutered his imagination, if he had not ob- 
served, in the disposition of this hapless 
maiden, certain [peculiarities, from which he 
derived the most confident presages of suc- 
cess. Besides a total want of experience, 
that left her opi'n and unguarded against the 
attacks of the other sex, she discovered a 
remarkable spirit of credulity and supersti- 
tious fear, wnioli been cherished by the 
conversation of her school-fellows : she was 
particularly fond of inuuic, in which she bad - 
made some jprogreas ; but so delicate was the 
toxture of Wf 'rervps, that one day, while 
Fathom cntertain,ed the company with a 
favourite air, she actually swooned with plea- 
sure, . , 

Such sensibility, giir projector well khew, 
must be diffused thi:oygh 0.11 the passions of 
her heart; he con^atula.ted lumself upon 


the sure ascendency he had gained over her 
ill this particular; and forthwith began to 
execute the plan he had erected for her de- 
struction. That he might the more effect- 
ually deceive the vigilance of her ^ther’s 
wife, he threw such a dash of affectation into 
his complaisance towards Celinda, as could 
not escape the notice of that prying, matron, 
though it was not palpable enou^ to dis- 
oblige the young lady herself, who could not 
80 well distinguish between overstrained 
courtesy and real good breeding : this beha- 
viour screened him from the suspicion of the 
family, who considered it as an effort of po- 
liteness, to cover his indifference and disgust 
for the daughter of his friend, who liad by 
this time given some reason to believe she 
looked upon him with the eyes of affection ; 
so that the opportunities he enjoyed of con- 
versing with her in private, wore less liable 
to intrusion or inquiry. Indeed, from what 
I have already observed, touching the senti- 
ments of her stepdame, that lady, far from 
taking measures for thwarting our hero’s 
design, would have rejoiced at the execution 
of it ; and had she been informed of his intent, 
might have fallen upon some method to fa- 
cilitate the enterprise : but, as he solely 
depended upon his own talents, he never 
dreamed of soliciting such an auxiliary. 

Under cover of instructing and accoin 
plishingher in the exercise of music, he could 
not want occasions for promoting his aim ; 
wlieii, after having soothed her sense of hear- 
ing, even to a degree of ravishment, so aa to 
extort from her an cxciamation, importing, 
that he was surely something supernatural! 
he never failed to whisper some insidious 
compliment or tale of love, exquisitely suited 
to the emotions of her soul. Thus was her 
heart insensibly subdued, though more than 
half his work was still undone ; for, at all 
times, she disclosed such purity of sentiment, 
such inviolable attachment to religion and 
virtue, and seemed so averse to all soils of 
inflammatory discourse, that he durst not 
presume upon the fooling ho had gained, jn 
her affoction, to explain the baseness of his 
desire ; he therefore applied to another qf 
her passions, that proved the bane of her 
virtue ; this was her timidity, which at first 
being constitutional, was afterwards increased 
by the circumstances of her education, and 
now aggravated by the artful conversation 
of Fathom, which he chequered with dismal 
stories of omens, portents, prophecies, and 
apparitions, delivered upon such unquestion- 
able testimony; and witn such marks of coii^ 
viction, as captivated the belief of the de- 
voted Celinda, and filled her imagination 
with unceasing terrors. 

In vaip she strove to dispel those frightful 
ideas, and avoid buch topics of discourse for 
the feture: the more sliie endeavour^ to 
banish them, the more troublesome they be- 
came ; and such was her infatuation^Chat as 
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her terrors ineveused, her thirst eRor that 
sort of knowledge was augmented, Mauj' 
sleepless nights did she pass amidst those 
borrow of fancy, starting at every noise, and 
av,’eatiag witJi dreary opprehension, yet 
ashamed to own hear fears, or solicit the com- 
fort of a b(.’d-feIIow, jest' she should incur the 
I’idicule and censure of her father's wife; 
and what rendered this disposition tlie more 
.was the solitary situation of her 
c’hfiml)cr,^hat stood at the end of a long 
gnllcry scarce wdthin hearing of any bthcr 
inhabited part of the Jioiise. 

All tliese circumstances had been did# 
weighed by our projector, who, having pnT 
pared Celinda for his purpose, stole at mid- 
night from his apartment, which w'as hi 
another story, and, approacliing her door, 
there uttered a piteous groan; j^en softly 
retired to his bed, in fall confidence of seeing 
next day the effect of this operation ; nor did 
his arrow miss the mark. Poor Celinda's 
countenance gave such indications of melan- 
cljoly and dismay, that he could not omit 
asking the cause of her disipiiet, and she, at 
his earnest request, w'as prevailed upon to 
comiminicato the dreadful salutation of the 
preceding night, which she considered as an 
omen of death to some person in the family, 
in all probability to herself, as the groan 
seemed to issue from one corner of her own 
apartment. Our adventurer argned against 
this .supposition, as contradictory to the 
common observation of those supernatural 
warnings ; tvhich are not usually itriparted to 
the person who is doomed to die, .but to some 
faithful friend, or trusty servant, particularly 
interested in the event. Ho therefore sup- 
po.sed, that the groans foreboded the death 
of my lady, who seemed to be in a drooping 
state of health, and Were, by her genius, 
convoyed to the organs of Celinda, who wus 
the chief sufferer by her jealous and barbar- 
ous disposition : he likewise expressed an 
earnest desire to be an ear-witness of such 
solemn coihmunication, and, alleging that it 
WHS highly improper for a young lady of her 
(Jcliclittt feelings to expose herself alone to 
sui'ii another dismal visitation, begged he 
might be allowed to watch all night in her 
' chamber, in order to defend her from the 
ehockiiig impressions of fear. 

Though ho person ever stood more in need 
of a companion Vor guard, and her heart 
throbbed xyith transports of dismay at the 
l»rospect of night, she rejected his proposal 
with due ^^i^wledgensent; and resolved to 
trust jpolelyt^^he protoe^on of Heaven ; not 
that she tnoff^i her kihocence or reputation 
could suffer by her comp{if|knce with his re- 
quest ; for hitherto her heak was; a stranger 
to those young de.^ires which haunt the fancy,' 
and warm, the breast of youth ; so that, being 
igm^ant of her danger^ she.saw not the ne- 
cessity of avoiding temp):ati(m : but she re- 
jfbscd to admit a man bed-cbalhber, 


merely because it was a step altogether op-, 
posite to the forms and j^corimi of life. 
Nevertheless, far from being discotiragpd .by - 
this repulse, he knew her fears W’ould raulli- 
ply, and reduce that reluctance, whi^b, in 
order to weaken, ho had recouree to another . 
piece of machinory,. that operated powerful^.* 
in behalf of his design. 

Home years ago, a twelve-stringed instru- 
ment was contrived by a very ingenious 
musician, by whom it was aptly entitled the' 
harp of JEoIus, becat’ise, being properly ap- ; 
plied to a stream of air, it. produces a wild ^ 
irregular variety of harmonious sounds, that 
seem to bo the efibet of oiichautinent, and 
wonderfully dispose ^the mind for the most 
romantic situations. " Fathom, who was really 
a virtuoso in music, had brouglit one of those 
new-fashioned guitars into the country, and 
as the effect of it was still unknown in the 
family, he that night converted it to the pur*, 
poses of his amour, by fixing it in the case- 
ment of a window belonging to the gallery, 
exposed to the west wiml, which then blew 
in a gentle breeze. The strings no sooner 
felt the impression of the balmy zephyr, than 
they began to pour forth a stream of melody 
more ravishingly delightful than the song of 
Philomel, the warbling brook, and all the 
concert of tlie wood. The soft and tender 
notes of peace and love were swelled up, 
with the most dolicalo and insensible transi- 
tion, into a loud hymn of triumph and exul- 
tation, joined by the deep-toned organ, and 
a full choir of voices which gradually decayed 
upon the ear, until it died away in distant 
sound, as if a flight qf angels had raised the 
song in their assent to heaven. Yet the 
chords hardly ceased to vibrate after the " 
expiration of this oyerturo, which ushered in 
a composition in the ^ame pathetic style; 
and this npin was succeeded by a third, 
almost without |>ause or intermission, as if 
the artist’s hand had been indefatigable, and 
the theme never to be exhausted. 

His heart must bo quite callous, and, his 
ear lost to all distinction, who could hear 
such harmony without emotion ; Imw deeply 
then must it have affected the delicate Ce- 
liiula, whose sensations, naturally acute, 
were whetted to a most painful keenness by 
her apprehension, who could have no pre- 
vious idea of such entertainment, and was 
credulous enough to believe tho most impro- 
bable tale of superstition ! She was over- 
whelmed with awful terror, and^ never doubt- 
ing that the sounds were more than mortul, 
recommended herself to the care of Provi- 
dence in a succession of pious ejaculations. 

Our adventurer, having allowed some time ^ 
for the effect of this Contrivance, repaired to ^ 
her chamber-door/ and^ in a whisper con-; 
veyed through the key-hole, asked if she was, ^ 
awake, begged pardon for such au .unseaseo/^ . 
able visit* and . desired to know her opipioft?; 
of the .e^ange, ihusic which he theti heard* 
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In Rpiln of iier notiohs of decency, she was exclamation of— “ Heaven watch over ua !” 
I^lad of his intrusion, and, being in no con- and then asked, with symptoms of astonish, 
dition to observe punctilios, slipped on a ment, if she had heard nothing. Such an 
wrapper, opened the door, and, with n faulu abnipt address,. upon such an occasion, did 
cring voice, owned herself frightened almost not fail to amaze and affright the geiitla 
to distraction. He pretended to console her Colinda, who, unable to speak, sprung to- 
with reflections, importing, that she was in wards her treacherous protector ; ana he, 
tlie hands of a benevolent Being, who would catching her in his arms, bade her fear no- 
net impose upon his creatures any task which thing, for he would, at the expense of his 
they could not bear; he insisted upon her life, defend her from all danger, 
returning to bed, and assured her he would Having thus, by tampering with Rer weak- 
not stir from her chamber till day. Thus ncss,*conquered the first and chief obstacles 
comforted, she betook herself a^in to rest, to liis design, lie, with great art and perse- 
while he sat down in an elbow-chair at some verance, improved tiie intercourse to such a 
distance from the bedside, and, in a soft voice, degree of intimacy as could not but be pro- 
began the conversfution wltli her on the sub. ductive of all the consequences which he had 
ject of those visitations from above, which, foreseen. The groans and music were oc- 
thuugh undertaken on pretence of dissipating casionally repeated, so as to alarm the whole 
her fear and anxiety, was in reality calculated family, and inspire a thousand various con- 
for the purpose of augmenting both. jeetures. He failed not to continue his noc-^ 

** That sweet air,” said he, ** seems de* tureal visits and ghastly discourse, until his 
signed for soothing the bodily anguish of attendance became so necessary to this un- 
snme saint in his last moments. Hark ! how happy maiden, that she durst not stay in her 
it rises into a more sprightly and e^vated own chamber without his company, nor even 
strain, as if it wore an inspiriting invitation sleep, except in contact with her betrayer, 
to the realms of bliss ! Sure he is now ab- Such a commerce, between two such per- 
solvcd from all the misery of this life t That sons of a dittorent sex, could not possibly be 
full and glorious concert of voices and celes- long carried on, without degenerating from 
tial harps betoken his reception among the the Platonic system of sonlimeiital love. In 
heavenly choir, who now waft his soul to her paroxysms of dismay, he did not forget 
paradisian joys ! This is altogether great, to breathe the soft inspirnt ions of his passion, 
solemn, and amazing! The clock strikes to which she listened with more pleasure, as 
ono, the symphony hath ceased !” they diverted the gloomy ideas of her fear ; 

This was actually the case;* for he had and by this time his extraordinary accom- 
ordered Maurice to remove the instrument plishmcnts had made a conquest of her heart, 
at that hour, lest the sound of it should be- What, therefore, could be a more interesting 
come too familiar, and excite the curiosity transition than that from the most uneasy to 
of some undaunted domestic, who might the most agreeable sensation of the human 
frustrate his scheme, by discovering the ap- breast. 

paratus. As for poor Celiiida, her fancy was, This being tlie case, the reader will not 
by his music and discourse, worked up to wonder that a consummate traitor, like Pa- 
the highest pitch of enthusiastic terrors: the thorn, should triumph over tlio virtue of an 
whole bed shook with her trepidation, the artless innocent young creature, whose pass- 
awful silence that succeeded the supernatural ions ho had entirely under his command, 
music threw an additional damp upon her The gradations towards vice are ^most iin- 
spirits, and the artful Fathom affecting to perceptible, and an experienced seducer can 
snore at the same time, she could no longer strew them with such enticing and agreqable. 
contain her honrorj but called upon his name flowers, as will load the young sinner on . 
with a feai^ul accent, and, having owned her insensibly, even to the moat profligate stages 
proBont situation insupportable, entreated of guilt. All, therefore, that con be done by 
him to draw near her bed-side, that he might virtue, unassisted with experience, is to avoid 
.be within touch on any emergency. every trial with such a formidable foe, by 

This was a welcome request to our adven- decTiningand discouragingthc first advances 
tutor, who, asking pardon for his drowsiness, towards a particular correspondence with 
mill taking lus Station on the side of her bed, perfidious man, howsoever agreeable it may 
^horted hcT compose herself ; then lock- seem to be ; for here is no security but in 
ing liet hand fast in his own, was again conscious weakness, 
seized with such un inclination to sleep, that Fathom, though possessed of, the spoils 
he gradiiafly BLUik dovi*n by her aide, and of poor Celinda's honour, did not enjoy his ' 
seemed to ctyoy his repose in that attitude, success with tranquillity. Refiection and 
Meanwktlei his tender-hearted mistress, that remorse often invaded her in the midst of 
he niight not suffer in his health by his hu- their guilty pleasures, and embittered hit 
inanity and complaisance, covered him with those moments they had dedicated to mutual 
tho epuhterpane as he slept, and Buffered him bliss ! for the seeds of virtue ore seldom de- 
to take his rest without interruption, till he stroked at once ; even amidst the rank pro- 
thought proper to start up suddenly with ^ ductions of vice Uiey vegorminate to a sort 
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; of imperfect vegetation, like some scattered 
hyacinths scooting up among the weeds of 
a ruined garden, that testify tiie former duU 
lure and amenity of the soil. She sighed at 
the sad remombrance of that virgin dignity 
which she liadlost ; she wept at the prosi>cct 
of that disgrace, mortification, and misery, 
slu! should undergo, when abandoned by this 
transient lover ; and severely repn>ached him 
ftr the arts he had used to eliip wreck her 
imiocencc and peace. 

Such expostulations are extremely unsea- 
sonable, when addressed to a man well nigh 
fated with thr3 effects of liis (conquest ; they 
act like strong blasts of wind applied to 
embers almost extin^iishcd, which, instead 
of reviving the flame, scatter and destroy 
every remaining particle of fire. Our adven- 
turer, in the midst of his peculiarities, had 
.inconstancy in common with the rest of his 
sex. More than half cloyed with the pos- 
session of Cclinda, he could not fail to be 
disgusted witii her upbraidings ; and had she 
not been the dangliler of a gentleman, whose 
friendship he did not tliink it his interest to 
forfeit, he would have dropped this corres- 
pondence witliout reluctance or hesitation ; 
but as he had measures to keep with a family 
of such consequence, he constraine<l his in- 
clinations so far as to couiitorfoit those rap- j 
turos he no longer felt, ami found means to 
appease those intervening tumults of her 
grief. 

Foreseeing, however, that it would not bo 
always in his power to console lier on tlic.se 
terms, he resolved, if possible, to divide her 
affection, which now glowed upon Iiim too 
intensely; and. with tliat view, whenever she 
<-oinpiained of the vapours or dejection, he 
prescribed, and even insisted upon her swal- 
lowing, certain cordials of the most palatable 
composition, without which itc never tra- 
velled ; and these produced such agreeable 
reveries and flow of spirits, that she gradually 
became enamoured of into.xication ; while 
ho encouraged the pcniicious passion, by 
expressing the most extravagant applause 
and twimiration at the wild irregular sallies it 
'*})roduced. Without having first made this 
diversion; He would have found it impracti- 
cable to' leave the house in tranquillity; but 
when this bewitching, philtre grew into, a 
Jiabit, her attachment to Ferdinand was in- 
sensibly dissolved ; she began to bear liis 
neglect with indifference, and, sequestering 
herself from the rest of the family, used to 
solicit thi^ new ally for consolation. 

• Having thus put the finishing stroke to 
, llie dau^ter’fi .ruin, he took leave of the 
father, with many acknowledgements and 
expresaiond of gttdjtudefbr his hospitality 
and'friendship, and, riding across the country 
to Bristol, took up his habitation near the 
hot well, where he staid during the remain- 
ing part of the season* As for the miserable 


Celinda, she became more and more addicted 
to the vices in which she had been initiated 
by his superlative pertidv and craft, until she 
was quite abandoned by iSiccency and cauUnu. 
Her father’s heart was tom with angui^di, 
while liis wife rejoiced in her fall : at length 
her ideas wore quite debased by her infirmity; 
she grew every day more and more sensiial 
and degenerate, and contracted an intimacy 
with one of the footmen, who was kind 
enough to take her to wife, in hope of obtain* 
ing a goml seltlemeiit from his master ; but, 
being disappointed in his aim, ho conducted 
her to London, where ho made shitl to in- 
sinuate himself into, another service, leaving 
to her the use, and partly tin* advantage, of 
her own person, which was still uncommonly 
attractive. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

He repairs to Bristol sprinpr^ where he 
paramount during the whole #ec/- 

soiil 

Wk shall therefore leave her in this com- 
fortable situation, and return to our adven- 
turer, whose appearance at Bristol was con- 
sidered as a happy omen by the proprietor 
of the hot well, and all the people who live 
by the resort of c-ompany to that celcbrntod 
spring. Nor were they deceived in their 

S nostic: Fiilhom, as usual, formed the 
cus or kernel of the bean monde ; and 
the season 6<»on became so crowded, that 
many people of fashion w(’.re obliged to quit 
the place for want of lodging. Fcrdinoiul 
was the soul tJiat animated the whole society. 
He not only invented parties of pleasure, but 
also, by his personal talents, rendered them 
mon* agreeable ; in a word, he regulated their 
diversions, and iho master of the ceremonies 
never would allow the boll to be begun till 
the count was seated. 

Having thus made Uiinself the object of 
admiration and esteem, bis advice was an 
orado. to which they had recourse in all 
doubtful cases of punctilio or dispute, or even 
of medicine ; for, among his other accom- 
pUshmentP, his discourse on that subject was 
so plausible,* and well adapted to tlie under- 
standing of his hearers, that any ^person who 
had not actually studied the. medical €*irt 
vyould have believed he was inspired by tlio 
spirit of ;Esculapiu8, What contributed to 
the aggrandizement of his character in this 
branch of knowledge was a victory he ob- 
tained over an old physician, wlio plied at 
the well, and had one day unfortunatfily be- 
gun to harangue in the pump-room upon iho 
nature of the Bristol water. In the courso 
of this lecture he undertook to account for 
the wangth of the fluid ; and his ideas being 
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perplexed with a great deal of reading, which 
he Imd oot been^ able to digest, his disquisi- 
tion was so indistinct, and his expression so 
obscure and unontertaining, that our hero 
seized the opportunity of displaying his own 
erudition, by venturing to contradict some 
circumstances of the doctor’s hypothesis, and 
substituting a theory of his own, which, as 
he had invented it for the purpose, was 
equally amtising and chimerical 

He alle^d, ^atfire was the sole vivifying 
principle that pervaded all nature ; that as the 
heat of the sun concottted the jiiicc of vege- 
tables, and rijKined those fruits that grow 
upon the surface , of this globe, there was 
likewise an immense store of central fire re- 
served within the bowels of the earth, not 
only for the generation of gems, fossils, and 
all the purposes of the mineral world, but like- 
wise for cherishing and keeping alive those 
plants which would otherwise perish by the 
winter’s cold. The existence of such a hre 
he proved from the nature of all those vol- 
canoes, wiiiph in alnipst every corner of the 
■earth arc continually vomiting up either flames 
or smoke. TJmse,” said he, “ are the great 
vents appointed by nature for the discharge 
of that rarified air and combustible matter, 
which, if cohtined, would burst the globe 
asunder; but, besides the larger outlets, there 
are some small chimneys through whicli part 
of the heat transpires ; a vapour of tliat sort, 
1 conceive, must ^ pass through the bed or 
channel of this spring, the waters of which 
’ accordingly retain a moderate warmth.” 

This account, which totally overthrew the 
, other’s doctrine, was so extremely agreeable 
to tlic audience, that thd testy doctor lo.<?t his 
temper, and gave them to understand, with- 
out preamble, that he must be a person wholly 
ignorant of natural philosophy who could 
invent such a ridiculous system, and they 
involved in worse than an Egyptian fog that 
.could not at once discern iW weakness and 
absurdity. This declaration introduced a 
dispute, which was unanimously determined 
m favour of our adventurer. On all such 
dccasioni^ the stream of prejudice runs against 
tlie physician, even though his antagonist 
has nothing to’ recommend himself to the 
• favour of the spectators ; and this decision 
depends upon divers considerhltons. In the 
first place, there is a continual war carried 
on against the learned professions by all those 
Qoneciou.s of their own ignorance, seek 
to level the t ^mtatiou of their superiors with 
tij'eir own. Secondly, jh all ijisputes upon 
pbysiis; 'that happen betwixt n person who 
refily hn^jlcr*.'t^cls the art and an illiterate 
pretender, ' thh ,$irgiuTient8 of the first will 
Kcem objure and unintelligible to those who 
^ are unacquainted with tlie previous systems 
on whie^ they': fife fiuilt; while Urn other’s 
theory, derivi^ fthm common notions and 


superficial observation, .will be more agree- 
able, because better adapted to tlie com- 
prehension of the hearers. Thirdly, the 
judgment of the milltitude is apt to be biassed 
by that surprise which is the efiect pf seeing 
an artist foiled at his own weapons^* by one 
who engages him only for amusement. 

Fathom, besides these advantages, was 
blessed with a flow of language, an elegant 
address, a polite and self-denying style of 
argumentation, together with a temper not 
to be ruffled ; so that the victory could* not 
long waver between him and the physician, 
to whom he was infinitely superior in cvm 
acquisition but that of solid learning, of wliicn 
the judges had no idea. This contest was 
not onty glorious but profitable to our ad- 
venturer, who grew into such request in his 
medical capacity, that the poor doctor wn.s 
utterly deserted by his patients, and Fathom’s 
advice solicited by every valetudinarian in 
the place! nor did lie forfeit the character lie 
thus acquired by any miscamages in his 
practice : being but little conversant witli the 
materia medica, the circle of his prescriptions 
was very small ; his chief study was to avoid 
all drugs of rough operation and uncertain 
effect, and to administer such only as should 
bo agreeable to the palate, without doing 
violence to the constitution. Such a phyti- 
cian could not but be fioTccable to people oi 
all dispositions ; and, as most of the patients 
were in some shape hy))ocliondriac, the power 
of imagination, co-operating with his reme- 
dies, oRen effected a cure. 

On the w^hoio, ii became the fashion to 
consult the count in all distem pei*s, and lus 
reputation would have hod its run, though 
the death of every patient had given tlie lie 
to his pretensions’. But empty fame w as not 
the sole fruit of his success. I'liough no 
person would presume to affront tins noble 
graduate with a fee, they did not fail to mani- 
fest their gratitude by some i^ore valuabhi 
present. Every day, some superb piece of 
china, curious snuff-box, or jewel, was prcsficd 
upon him ; sO that, at the end of the seasori, 
he could almoRf have furnished a 'toy-ahop 
with tlie acknowledgements he had received.* 
Not only his avarice, but liis pleasure, was 
gratified in the course of his medical admin/s- 
tration : be enjoyed free access, cgrc.ss, and 
regress, witli all the females at the well, 
and no matron scniplcd to put her ^ughtcr 
under his care and direction. These oppor- 
tunities could not bo lost upon a man of his 
intrigiriug genius; though he co^iducteS his 
amohrs with such discretion, that, during the ! 
whole sebson, no lady’s character suffered on . 
his account, yet he was highly fortubate 'in 
his addresses ; and we may venture to affinn, 
that the reproach of barrenness was mqru 
than oriice removed by the vi^ur of hip on 
deavoufe ; , . ^ . 
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CilAPTER XXWL 

Up is smitten with the ckartns of afcnuile 
adventurerf whose allurements subject 
him to a new vicissitude of fortune. 

Among those who were disliii^iisht'd by his 
gallantry u'as flu* young wife of an old citizon 
of London, who had granUjd her piTinission 
to reside at the hot well for the benefit of her 
hoaltli, under the eye and inspection of his 
«twri sister, who was a maiden of fifty years. 
The pupil, whose name was Mrs Trapwell, 
thougn low in stature, was finely shaped, her 
countenance engaging, though her complex- 
ion was brown, her hair in colour rivalled fJie 
raven’s back, and her eyes emulated the lustre 
of the diamond. Fathom had been stnick 
with her first appearance, but found it im- 
practicable to (dude tlie vigilance of her 
duenna, so as to make a declaration of his 
flame, until she herstdf, guessing the situation 
of ids thoughts, and not displeased with the 
discovery, tnougliL jiroporto furnish him with 
the opportunity In* wanli'd, by counterfeiting 
Jin indisposition, for tlic cure of which she 
Icuew Ins advice would bo implored. This 
was the begmning of an accpKiintance, which 
was soon improved to his wish; and so well 
did she manage her attractions, as in some 
measure to fix tin' inconstancy of his dis- 
position ; foi*, at the end of tlie season, liis 
passion was not sated ; and they concerted 
the means of continuing their couim( 3 rcc oven 
after their return to London . 

This intercourse efFectually answered the 
purpose of the husband, who had hc(;n de- 
coyed into matrimony by the ciiiuiiiig of Ir..s 
spouse, wlioni lie had privately kept as a 
concubine before marriage. Coiiscioii.s of 
her ov\ n preganous situation, she had re- 
solved to impose upon tlie iiifirrnitievS of Trap- j 
well, and, feigning herself pregnant, gave 
him to understand she could no longer con- 
ceal her condition from the Iniowledge of her 
brother, who was an officer in the army, and 
of .^»icli violent pM^sio^s, that, should he once 
I’scovcr her backsliding, he would undoubt- 
edly wipe away the stains of his family dis- 
honour with her own blood ns well as that 
of her keeper. The citizen, to prevent such 
a catastrophe, took her to wife ; but soon 
after perceiving the trick which had been 
played upon him, set his invention at w'ork,. 
and at length contrived a scheme which he | 
thought would enable him, not only to re- 
trieve his liberty, but also indemnify himself 
for the mortification he had undergone. 

Far from creating any domestic disturb- 
ance, by upbraiding her with her finesse, he 
seemed perfectly well pleased with his ac- 
quisition : and as he knew her void of any 
principle, and extremely addicted to pleasure, 
he chose proper occasions to insinuate, that 
she might gratify her own inclination, and at 
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tlm same time turn hex beauty to good ac- 
count. Slu* joyfully listened to Uiose re- 
luonstranccfs, aiul, in consequence of their 
iiiutiia] agreeniont, she repaired to Briatol- 
spring, on pretence of an ill state of health, 
accompanied by hi^r sister-in-law, whom they 
did not think proper to intrust with the real 
inoliN e of her jounKW . Fnl iionfs person was 
agreeable, and his fiininces supposed to be 
in flourishing ordi'r ; therc'foro, slio selected 
him from the herd of gallants, as u prop(*r 
sacrifice to tho powers which she adored ; 
and, on her arrival in London, made her 
husband acipiainted with tlK 3 imjiortanco of 
her conquest. 

Trapwell overwhelmed bee with ('.an^sscs 
and praise for her discreet and dutiful con- 
duct, and faithfully promised that she should 
pocket in her own pnvy purse one half of Uic 
spoils that should be gathered from her gal 
lant, whom she therefore undertook to be- 
tray, after he had sworn, in the most solemn 
manner, that* his intention was not to bring 
the afluir to a public trial, wJiich would re- 
dound to Jus own disgrace, but to extort a 
round sum of money from the count, by way 
of composition, (.'onfiding in tliis protesta- 
tion, she in a few days gave him mtcJligenco 
of an asi>igntflion sho had made with our 
adventurer, at a c(*rlain bagnio near ( !ovont 
garden ; upon which be secured the assist- 
ance of a particular friend and Jiis own jour- 
neyman, with wliom, and n constable, he 
repaired to Jthe place of rendezvous, where 
he waited 111*011 adjoining room, according to 
the directions of his virtiums spouse, until 
she made the preconcerted signal of honi- 
ming three times ai|pud, when he and his 
associates rushed into the chamber, and snr- 
prised our hero in bed with his irniinorato. 

The lady ou thi.s occasion acted her part 
to a miracle : she screamed at their approach ; 
and, after an exclainatloii of— “ Riiini'd an<l 
undone I” fainted awniy in the iivms of her 
spouse, who had by this time seized her by 
the shoulders, and begun to upbraid her with 
her infidelity and guilt. As for Fathom, his 
affliction was unutterable, when he found 
himself discovered in that situation, and made 
prisoner by the two assistants, who had 
pinioned him in such a manner, that ho could 
not stir, much less accomplish an escape. All 
his ingenuity and presence of mind seemed to 
forsake him in this omnrgoncy. Tho horrors 
6 f an English jury overspread his imagina- 
tion ; for he at once perceived that the toil 
into which he had fallen was laid for the 
purpose ; consequently he took it for granted 
that there would be 110 deficiency in point of 
evidence. Soon as he recollected himself, 
he begged that no violence might be offered 
to his person, and entreated the husband to 
favour him with a conference, in which the 
affair might be compromised, without preju- 
dice to the reputation of either. 

At first ' Trapwell breathed nothing but 
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implacable revenge, -but, by the persuasion of 
his frioiuh:, after he liad sent home his wife 
in a chair, he was prevailed upon to hear the 
projjosals of the delinquent, who having as- 
siircil him, by way of apology, that he had 
always believed the lady was a widow, made 
nim an olfef of five hundred pounds, as an 
atonement for the injury he had sustained. 
This being a sum nowise adequate to the ex- 
]>ectation of the citizen, who looked upon the 
count as possessor of an iinmenso estate, he 
rejected th(3 terms with disdain, and made 
instant application to a judge, from whom he 
ohtained a warrant for securing his person 
till the day of trial. Indeed, in this ease, 
money was but a secondary consideration 
with Trapwell, whose chief aim was to be 
legally divorced from a woman he detested. 
Therefore there was no remedy tor the un- 
hnppy count, who in vain oftered to double 
the sum : ho found himself reduced to the 
bitter alternative of procuring immediate bail, 
or going directly to Newgate. 

In this dilemma he sent a messenger to 
his friend Ratchcali, whose countenance fell 
when he understood the count’s condition ; 
nor would he open his mouth in the style of 
consolation, until he had consulted a certain 
solicitor of liis acquaintance, who assured 
him the law abounded with such resources 
as would infallibly screen the defendant, had 
the fact been still more palpable than it was. 
He said there was great presumption to be- 
lieve the count had fallen a sacri^ce to a con- 
spiracy, which by some means or other would 
be detected ; and, in that case, the phiinliff 
might obtain one shilling in lieu of damages. 
If that dependence sliogld fail, he hinted that, 
in all probability, the witnesses were not in- 
corruptible ; or, should they prove to be so, 
one man’s oath was as good as another’s ; 
and, tJiarik Heaven, thenj was no dearth of 
evidence, provided money could be found to 
answer tlie necessary occasions. 

Riitclicali, comforted by these insinuations, 
and dreading the resentment of our adven- 
turer, who, in his despair, might punish him 
severely for his want of friendship, by some 
precipitate explanation of the commerce they 
had carried on ; moved, I say, by these con- 
siderations, and moreover tempted with the 
prospect of continuing to reap the advantages 
resulting from their conjunction, he and ano- 
ther ppbon of credit with whom he largely 
dealt in jewels, condescended to become 
biircties for the appearance of Fathom, who 
was accoriiiuf ly admitted to bail. Not but 
lliat tJiC Tyrwose anew Ferdinand too well 
to condde in his parole ; he depended chiefly 
upon the .ideas of self-interest, which, he 
thought, would persuade him to risk the un- 
certain issue of a trial, rather than quit the 
field before the harvest was half over ; and 
he resolved to make his own retreat without 
ceremony, should our hero be unwise enough 
to, abandon his bail. ' 


Such an adventure could not long lie con- 
cealed from the notice of the public, even if 
both parties had been at pains to sujiprcss the 
circumstances : but the plaintiff, far from 
seeking to cover, affected to complain loudly 
of his misfortune, that he might interest his 
neighbours in his behalf, and raise a spirit of 
rancour and animosity, to influence the jury 
against this insolent foreigner, wlio had come 
over into England to debauch our wives aud 
deflower our daughters ; while he employed 
a formidable band of lawyers to support the 
indictment, which he laid for ten thousand 
pounds damages. 

Meanwhile, Fathom and his associate did 
not fail to take all proper measures for his 
defence ; they retained a powerful bar of 
counsel, and the solicitor was supjdied witli 
one hundred pounds after anotlier, to answer 
the expense of secret service ; still assuring 
his clients tliat every thing waa m an excel- 
lent train, and that his adversary would gain 
nothing but shame and confusion of face. 
NeverUiolcss, there was a necessity for post- 
poning the trial, on account of a material 
evidence, who, though he wavered, wa? not 
yet quite brought over ; and the attorney 
found means to put off the decision from 
term to term, imtil there was fio (|inbblo left, 
for further delay. While this suit was de- 
pending, oiir hero (continued to move in his 
usual sphere ; nor 'Inl the report of his situa- 
tion at all operate to his disadvantage in the 
polite world ; on the contrary, it added a 
fresh plume to his character, in the eyes of 
all those who vvtri,* not before acquainted 
with the triumphs of his gallantry. Notwith- 
standing this countenance of his friends, he 
himself considered the affair in a very serious 
light ; and ])crceiving that, at any rale, he 
must be a considerable loser, lie resolved to 
double his assiduity in tra<Ie, that he might 
be the more able to afford the extraordinary 
expense to which he was subjected. 


CHAPTER XXXVH. 

Fresh cause for exeriing his equanimity 
and fortitude. 

The reader may have observed, that J’athom, 
with all his circumspection, had a weak side, 
which exposed him to sundry mischances; 
this was his covetousness, which on some 
occasions became too hard for his discretion. : 
at this period of time it was, by the circum- 
stances of his situation, inflamed to a degree 
of rapacity. He was now prevailed upon to 
take a hand at whist or piquet, and even to 
wield the hazard-box ; though he had hitherto 
declared hiins(?lf an irreconcileable enemy to 
all sorts of play ; and so uncommon were lii$ 
8ucce.«is and dexterity at these exercises, as 
to surprise his acquaintance, and arouse the 
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suspicion of some people, wlio repined at his 
prosperity. 

But in nothing was his conduct more in- 
excusable than in giving way to the danger- 
ous temerity of Ratchedi, which he had been 
always at pains to restrain^ and pernriitting 
him to practise the same fraud upon an 
English nobleman, which had been executed 
tipon himself at Frankfort. In other words, 
the Tyrolese, by the canal of Ferdinand’s 
huger and recommendation, sold a pebble for 
a real brilliant, and in a few days the cheat 
was discovered, to the infinite confusion of 
our adventurer, who nevertheless assumed 
the guise of innocence with so much art, and 
expressed such indignation' against the villain 
who had imposed upon his judgment and un- 
suspecting generosity, that his lordship ac- 
quitted him of any share in the deceit, and 
contented himself with the restitution, which 
he insisted upon making out of his own pocket, 
until he should ^e able to apprehend the 
rogue, who hail tliought proper to abscond 
for his own safety. In spite of all this ex- 
culpation, his character did not, fail to retain 
a sort of stigma, which indeed the plainest 
proolb of innocence are hardly able to efface ; 
and his connexion with such a palpable knave 
as the Tyrolese appeared to be, had an effect 
to his prejudice in the minds of all those who 
were privy to the occurrence. 

When a man’s reputation is once brought 
in question, every trifle is, by the malevolence 
of mankind, magnified into a strong presump- 
tion against the culprit: a few whispers 
communicated by the envious mouth oi*:'!an. 
der, which he can have no opportimily to 
answer and refute, shall, in the opinion of 
the world, convict him of the most horrid 
crimes ; and for one hypocrite wlio i.s decked 
witli the honours of virtue, there arc twenty 
gooil men who suffer the ignominy of vice ; 
so wcdl disposed are individuals to trample 
upon the fame of their fellow -creatures. If 
the most unblemished merit is not protected 
from this injustice, it will not be wondered 
at that no quarter was given to the character | 
of afli adventurer like Fat/.ioin, who,, among 
‘ other unlucky occurrences, had the misfor- 
tune to be recognized about this time by hijs 
two Ririsian friends, Sir Stentor Stilos and 
Sir Giles Squirrel. 

These worthy linights-ernint had returnctl 
to their own country, after having made a 
very prosperous campaign in France, at the 
end of which, however, they very narrowly j 
escaped the galleys ; and seeing the PoJisn j 
count seated at the head of taste and polite- 
ness, they immediately circulated the story 
of his defeat at Paris, with many Judicrou.s 
circumstances of their own invention, and 
did not scruple to affirm that he was a rank 
impostor. When the laugh is raised upon a 
great man, he never tails to dwindle into 
contempt. Ferdinand began tn perceive a 
change in the countenance of . his friends. 
3G 


His coin])any was no Idngcr solicited with 
that eagemosa which they had fonnorly ex- 
pressed in his behalf; even his entertain- 
ments w'ere neglected : when he apiwarcd at 
wiy private or public assembly, the ladies, 
instead of glowing with pleaHure, as formerly, 
now tittered or regarded him with looks of 
disdain : and a certain port, lilt le, forward 
coqiujlte, w'if h a view to put him out of coun- 
tenance, by raising the laugh at liis expense, 
asked liim one night, at a drum, when he 
had heard from liis relations in Poland ! She 
succeeded in her design upon the mirth of 
the audience, but was disappointed in the 
other part of her aim ! for our hern replied, 
without the least mark of (b.scoinposiire, — 
** They are all in good health at your .service, 
madam; I wish I knew in what part of the 
wmrld your relations reside, that 1 might re- 
turn the compliment.” By this answer, 
which was the more severe, a.H the young 
lady was of very doubtful extraction, lie re- 
torted the laugh upon the aggressor, though 
he likewise failed in his attempt upon her 
temper: for she \va.s perhaps tlie only person 
present who equalled himself in stability of 
coiiiitonance. 

Notwithstanding this appearance of un- 
concern, he was deeply touched w'ith these 
marks of alienation in the behaviour of his 
friends, and, tiireseeing in his own disgrace 
the total shipwreck of his fortune, he entered 
into a melancholy deliberation with himself 
about the in^ans of retrieving his importance 
in the beau monde, or of turning his address* 
into Fiime other channel, where he could 
stand upon a less slippery foundation. In 
this exercise of his* thoughts, no scheme 
occurred more feasible than that of securing 
the booty he had made, and retiring with his 
associate, wdio was also blown, into some 
other country, where their names and ch.a- 
racters being unknown, they might pursue 
their old plan of commerce without niolesta- 
tiou. fie imparted this suggestion to the 
Tyrolese, w^ho approved the proposal of de- 
camping, though he combated with all his 
might our hero’s inclination to withdraw 
himself before the trial, by repeating the 
assurances of the solicitor, who told him he 
might depend upon being roimhursed by the 
seiilcnce of the court for great part of tlie 
sums he had expended in the course of the 
prosecution. 

Fathom suffered himself to be persuaded 
by these arguments, supported with the desire 
of making an honourable retreat, and waiting 
patiently for the day of trouble, discharged 
his sureties, by a personal appearan/;e in 
court. Yet this was not the only score he 
discharged that morning ; the solicitor pre- 
j sented his own bill before they set out for 
Weslminster-hall, and gave the count to 
understand that it was the custom, from time 
immemorial^ for the client to clear with hie 
attorney before trial . f’erdinand had nothing 
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to objrot a;!;^aiiist tliis'oslablishcd rule, thoujjh 
he looked upon it as a bad omen, iu epitc of 
all the policitor's contidence and protestn- 
lion.s : and he was not a little confounded, 
when lookiriff into the contents, be found 
hiniBelf charged with .S5() attendances. lie 
knew it was not his interest to disoblige his 
lawyer at such a juncture : nevertheloHs, ho 
could not help expostulating with him on 
this article, which Keemed to be so fiilsidy 
stated with regard In the number ; when his 
questions drew on an explanation, by which 
he found ho had incurred the penalty of three 
shillings and four pence for every time he 
chanced to meet the conscientious attorney, 
either in the park, the cotrecliouso, or the 
street, provid-^d they had exchanged the com- 
mon salutation : and he had great reason to 
nelievc tlie solicitor hud otlen thrown himself 
in liis way, with a view to swell this item of 
his account. 

With tlii.s extortion our adventurer was 
fiiiii to coin])ly, been use he lay at the mcrey 
of the caititV; accordingly, he witli a good 
jjracc paid the ilomaiid, which, including his 
torrner disbursements, amounted to three 
hundred and aixly-tivo pounds eleven shill- 
ings and three pence tliree farthings, and 
then presenting himself before the judge, 
quietly submitted to the laws of the realm. 

I fis counsel behaved like men of consummate 
abilities in their profession; they exerted 
tJiemselves with equal industry, eloquence, 
and erudition, in their cudoavotirs to perplex 
the truth, browbeat the evidence*, puzzle the 
pidgo, and mislead the jury : but the defend- 
ant found himself wofiilly disappointed in 
the deposition of Trapwcll’s journeyinan, 
whom the solicitor pretended to have con- 
verted to his interest: this witness, as the 
attorney aft(^rward.s (lecljin^d, played booty, 
ami the fiiets came out so clear, that Ferdi- 
naml (’omit Fathom was convicted of crimi- 
nal conversation with the plaintitl'’s wife, 
amd cast in fillccn hundred pounds, under 
tmj denomination of damages. 

Ho was not so much surprised as afflicted 
at this decision, bi'cause he saw it gradually 
upproaclung from the examination of the 
first evidence : his thoughts were now em- 
ployed in casting about for some method of 
dchvt'raiice from the snare in which he found 
himself entangled. 'I'o escape, ho foresaw, 
would be nnpracticablo, as Trapwell would 
nndoubre<lly oo prepared lor arresting him 
before lie could qmt Westminster-hall ; he 
was too well acquainted with Ratchcali’s 
principles, to expect any assistance from that | 
quarter in money matters ; andJhe was utterly 
averse to the payment of the .sum awarded 
against him, which would have exhausted 
fiis whole fortune. He therefore resolved to 
try the friendship of some person.s of fashion, 
with wliom ho had maintained an intimacy 
of correspondence : should they fail him in 
the day of his necessity, he proposed to have 


recourse to his former siirctice, one of whom 
he ineant to bilk, while the other might ac- 
compli siy him in his retreat : or, shoiud both 
these expedients miscarry, he determined, 
rather than part with his eficcts, to undergo 
the most disagreeable conlineraent, in hope 
of ohlaining the jailor’s connivance at his 
escape. 

Tliese resolutions being taken, lie met his 
fate with groat fort itude and equanimity, ami 
calmly sutFcrcd himself to be conveyed to 
the house of a sheriif ’s offleor, who, as he 
made Ins exit from the hall, according to his 
own expectation, executed a writ against 
him, at the suit of TrapWcli, fora debt .of 
two llioasand pounds. To this place he was 
followed by Jiis solicitor, who was allured by 
the prospect of aiiollier job, and who with 
great demonstrations of satisfaction congra- 
tulated him upon the happy issue of the trial; 
arrogating to hirn.sclf the merit of having 
saved him eight tliousand pounds m the arti- 
cle of damages, by the previous steps he had 
taken, and Die noble defence that lie and ln.s 
friends the counsel had made lor their client: 
he even hinted an expi-clation of receiving a 
gratuity for his extraordinary care and dis- 
cretion. 

Fathom, galled as he was with his rnisfor- 
tunc, and enriigeil at the effrontery of this 
pettifogger, niaintairual a serenity of counte- 
nance,* ami sent the attorney with a message 
to tlie plaintiff, importing, that, as he was a 
foreigner, .and could not be suppo.^ed to have 
so much cash about mm, as to spare fifteen 
hundred pounds from the funds of his ordinary 
expense, he would grant him a bond payable 
in two months, during which period lie should 
be able to procure a proper remittance trom 
his own estate. While the solicitor was 
employed in this negotiation, he dispatched 
his v.alet-dc-chambre to om' nobleman, and 
iVIaurice to another, with billets, signifying 
the nature of the verdict which Ins adversary 
had obtained, and desiring that each would 
lend him a thousand pounds u])on his parole, 
until he could negotiale bills upon iheconti- 
neiit. ^ 

Ills three messengers returned almost at 
Uic same instant of time, land these were the 
answers they brought back. 

Trapwell absolutely rejected his personal 
security ; and Ihrcatenea him with all the 
horrors of a jail, unless he would immediately 
discharge the debt, or procure sufficient 
bondsmen ; and one of his qimlity-fricnds 
favoured him with this reply to his request : — 

“ My Dear Count ! — I am mortally cha- 
grined at the triumph you have furnished to 
that rascally citizen. Ry the lard ! the judge 
must have been in the terrors of cuckoidom, 
to influence the decision ; and the jury, a 
mere herd of Iiornod beasts, to bring in such 
a barbarous verdict. Kgad ! at this rate, no 
gentleman will be able to lie with another 
Ilian’s wife, but at the risk of a cursed prose- 
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cution. Bat t<» waive this disagreeable cir- 
cumstancc» which you must strive to forget; 
I declare iny mortitication is still the greater, 
berauae 1 cannot at present supply you with 
the trifle your present exigency requires ; for, 
to tell you a secret, iny own flnances are in 
damnable confusion. But a man of Count 
Fathom’s figure and addre.ss can never be 
puzzled for the want of such a paltry sum. 
Adieu, my dear count ! we shall, J suppose, 
have the pleasure of seeing you to-morrow at 
White’s ; meanwhile, I have the honour to 
bo, with the most pcrlect attachment, yours, 

“ (iRlZZLKORIN.” 

The other noble peer, tow hoin he addressed 
himself on this occasion, cherished the same 
sentiments of virtue, friendship, and gene- 
rosity ; but his expression was so different, 
that w e shall, for the edification of the rejidor, 
transcribe liis letter in his own words : — 

“ Sir, — I was never more astonished than 
at the receipt of your very extraordinary bil- 
let, wherein you solicit the loan of a thousand 
pounds, which yon desire may be sent with 
the bearer on the faith of your parole. Sir. 
1 have no iiioiiey to 6(Mid you or lend you ; 
and cannot help repeating iny expressions 
of surprise at your confidence in making such 
a strange and imw’arranted demand. ’’Jhs 
triiO, I may have made professions of friend- 
ship, while I looked upon you as a person of 
honour and good morals ; but now that you 
are convicted of such a flagrant violation of 
the laws of that kingdom where yon have 
been treated with such hospitality and re- 
spect, I think, myself fully absolved from any 
8u<*h conditional promise, which indeed is 
never interpreted into any other than a bare 
comjdimont. I am sorry you have involved 
your character and forlune in such a dis- 
agreeable affair, and arn, Sir, yours, &c. 

“ Tuompinoton.” 

Ferdinand was not such a novice in the 
world ns to be disappointed at these repulses ; 
especially as he had laid very little stress 
ij]>on the application, which was made by 
wai; of aa experiment upon the gratitude or 
caprice of those tw’o noblemen, whom he had 
actually more than once obliged with the 
same sort of assistance which he now soli- 
cited, though not to such a considerable 
amount. 

Having nothing further to expect from the 
iushionaWe world, he sent the Tyrolese to 
the person who had been bail for his appear- 
ance, w^ith full instructions to explain his 
present occasion in the most favourable liglit, 
and desire he w'ould reinforce the credit of 
the count with his security ; but that gentle- 
man, though he placed the most perfect con- 
fidence in the honour of our hero, and would 
have willingly entered into bonds again for 
his personal appearance, was not quite so 
well satisfied of his circumstances, as to 
become liable for the payment of two thou- 
sand ponnds ; an expense which, in his opt* 
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nion, the finances of no foreign count were 
able to defray : he theretbre lent a deaf ear 
to the inoail pressing remonstrances of the 
ambassador, who had recourse to several 
other mere bants witii the same bad success ; 
so that the prisoner, despainug of bail, en- 
deavoured to persuade Ratclicali, that it 
would be his interest to contribute at liousnnd 
pounds towards his discharge, that lie might 
be enabled to quit England with a good grace, 
and execute his part of tlie plan they had 
projected. 

So powerful was his eloipionco on the oc- 
casion, and such strength of arg'.iment did 
he use, that even the Tyrolese fict'med con- 
vinced, though reluctantly, and agreed to 
advance the necessary sum upon the hf)nd 
and jiidginont of our udventurcr, who, being 
disabled from rninsacling his own attkirs in 
person, was obliged to entrust Ratclicali with 
his keys, papers, and power of attorney, 
under the check and inspection of his faithlid 
Maurice and the solicitor, wliosi* iidelity lie 
bespoke with the promise of an ample re- 
compcnco. 


(CHAPTER XXXVIll. 

The hiter ts bit. 

Yet, he had no sooner coinnnttcd his effects 
to the care of Ibis triumvirate, than his fancy 
was visited with direful wurnings whicli pro- 
duced cold sweats and palpitations, and 
threw him into sueli agonies of apprehension 
as he Iiad never known before. 1 To remem- 
bered the former desertion of the Tyrolese, 
the recent villainy of the solicitor, and re- 
collected the rerun rka he liad made upon the 
disposition and character of his valet, w'liich 
evinced him a fit oumpanion for the other 
two. 

Alarmed at these reflections, he entreat I'd 
the bailiff to indulge him with a visit to In.s 
own lodgings, and even offered one liunilred 
guineas as a gratification for his compliain*e. 
But the officer, who had formerly lost a con- 
siderable sum by the e.scapc of a prisoner, 
would not run any risk in an affair of such 
consequence, and our hero was obliged to 
submit to the tortures of his own presaging 
fears. After he had waited five hours in the 
most racking impatience, he saw the attorney 
enter with all the marks of hurry, fiitigue, 
and consternation ,i and heard him exclaim, — 
“ Good God, have you sfeiithc gentleman 1” 

Fathom found his fears realized in this in- 
terrogation, to which he answered in a tone 
of horror and dismay, — “what gentleman? 
I suppose I am robbed: speak, and keep me 
no longer in suspense.” “Robbed!" cried 
the attorney, “ the Lord forbid ! f hope you 
can depend upon the person yon empowered 
to receive your jewels and cash? I must own 
his proceedings are a little extraordinary: 
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for after he had rummaged your scrutoire, collected his spirits, which had been suddenly 
from which, in presence of me and your dissipated by Fathom’s unexpected assault, 
servant, he took one hundred and fifty gui- he began to display one art of his occupation, 
nofis, a parcel of diamond rings and buckles, which he always reserved for extraordinary 
jirconling to this here inventory, which I occasions : this w^as the talent of abuse, which 
wrote with my own hand, and East-lndia he poured forth with such lluency of oppro- 
nonds to the tune of five hundred more, we brious language, that our hero, smarting aj? 
adjourned to Clarraway’s, where he left: me he w’jis, and almost desperate with his loss, 
alone under pretence of going to a broker of deviated from that temperance of behaviour 
his acquaintance who lived in the neighbour- which he had hitherto preserved, and, snalcli- 
hood, while the vahjt, as I imagined, waited ing up the poker, with one stroke opened u 
for us 111 tlio alley. Well, sir, he staid so deep trench upon the attorney’s skull, that 
long, that I began to be uneasy, and at len^h extended from the hind head almost to the 
resolved to send the servant in quest of him, upper part of the nose, upon each side of 
hut when [ went out for lluit purpose, deuce which it discharged a sanguine stream. Not- 
a servant was to be found ; tliough I in person withstanding the pain of this application, the 
in(piircd for him at every alehouse within solicitorwastransported with joy at the sense 
liaJf a mile of tlio place. I then despatched of the smart, and inwardly ('ongratulatod 
no less than five ticket-porters upon the scent himsi'lf upon the appearance of his own 
after them, and I myself, hv a direction from blood, which he no sooner prrceivc^d, than 
the bar-keeper, went to Signior Jlatchcali’s he exclaimed, — “ I’m a dead man,” and fell 
lodgings, where, ns they told mo, 1 h 3 had not upon the floor at full length, 
been seen since nine o’clo(;k in the morning. Immodiato recourse was had to a surgeon 
Upon this intimation, I came directly hither, in the iieighbourliood, who having examined 
to give you timely notice, that you may the wound, declared there was a dangerous 
WMthoiit delay take measures for your own depression of the first table of the skull, and 
security. The best tiling you can do, is to that, if ho could save the patient’s life with- 
take out WTits for apprehending liiin, in the out the application of the trepan, it would be 
counties of Middlesex, Surrey, iCent and one of tlie groate.-t cures that ever was per- 
Essex, and 1 shall put tlicm in tho bauds of formed. By this liino, Fathom’s first trans- 
trusty and diligent olficers, who will soon port being overblowi’, he summoned up his 
ferret him out of Ida lurking place, jirovided whole resolution, and ref.trcled upon Ins own 
he skulks W'ithin ten miles of the bills of ruin, with that forJilude which had never 
mortality: to bo sure -the job «will be ex- failed him in the (.‘niorgoncies of liis fate: 
pensive ; and all tliesc runners must be paid little disturbed at the prognostic of the sur- 
beforehand. But what then 1 the defendant geon, winch he consid(‘red in the right point 
is worth powder, and if wo can once secure of view, — “ Sir,” saul ne, “ 1 am not so un- 
hiin, ril warrant tlie prosecution will quit acqiiamted with the resistance of an attor- 
co.'^t.” ney’s skull, as to believe the chastisement I 

Fathom was almost choked with concern have bestow^cd on him vvill at all endanger 
and resciitniojit at the nows of this mis- Ids life, wdiirh is in much greater jooj>ardy 
chance, so that he could not utter one word from ttic liands of the common e.’cccutioucr : 
until this narrative was finished. JVor was for, notwilhstaiidirig this accident, I am de- 
his suspicion confined to the Tyrolese and terinir.ed to prosecute the rascal for robbery 
his own lacquey ; he considered the solicitor with the utmost severity of the law; and, 
as their accomplice and director, and was so that I may have a siifiicient' fniul left for that 
much provoked at the latter part of his prosecution, K shall not at present throw 
harangue, that his discretion seemed to van- away one farthing in unneoe^jsary e.xpehse, 
ish, Olid, collaring the attorney, — “Villain!” but 'insist upon being convoyed to prison 
saul be, “you yourself liave been a principal without farther delay.” 
actor in this robbery :” tlien turning to the This declaration was equally unwelcome 
bystanders, “ and I desire in the king’s name to the bailiff, surgeon, and solicitor, who, 
thnt he rmiy be secur^junitil I can make upon the supposition tliat the count was a 
oath hefore'a magistMHI support of the person of fortune, and would rather part with 
charge. If > on rofu^f^HSissistaiico in dc- an immense sum t han incur the ignominy of 
taining him, I will makS^Wiediate ap|»lication a jail, or involve himself in another disgrace- 
to one of the <-'''oretarie^ of state, who is my fill law-suit, had resolved to fleece him to the 
particul.nr fticiid, and he \ ill see justice done utmost of their power. But now the attor- 
to all parties.” ney, finding him determined to set his fate at 

At mention of this formidable name, the dehance, and to retort upon him a prosecu- 
bailiff and his whole laimly were in comino- tion, which lie had no design to undergo, 
tion, to obstruct the retreat of the lawyer, began to repent heartily of the provocation 
who stood aghast, and treniMed under the he bad given, and to think seriously on some 
grasp of our adventurer : but, soon as he method to overcome the obstinacy of the 
found himself delivered from this embrace, incensed foreigner. With this view, while 
by the interposition of the spectatons and the bailiff conducted him to bed in ‘another 
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apartment, he de?»rcd the eatchpole to act 
the part of a im dijitor between him and the 
count, and furnished him with proper instruc- 
tions for that purpose. Accordingly, the 
landlord, on his return, told Fathom, that he 
was sure the solicitor was not a man for this 
world ; for that he had left him deprived of 
his senses, and praying to God with great 
devotion for mercy to his murderer : he then 
e?v!n)rtcd him, witli many protestations of 
friemlsliip, to compromise the unhappy affair 
by exchanging releases with the attorney j 
betore his delirium should be known, other- 
wise he would bring himself into a must 
dangerous promuniro, whether the plaintiff ; 
should die of his wound, or live to prosecute j 
him for the assault. “ And with regard to j 
your charge of robbery against him,” said he, j 
“ as it is no more than a bare suspicion, un- 
supported by the least shadow of evidence, ! 
the bill would be thrown out, and then ho 
might sue you for damages. I therefore, out j 
of pure frk Jidship and good nature, advise | 
you te compromise the affair, and, if you 
think proper, will endeavour to bring about a 
mutual release.” 

Our hero, whose passion was by this time 
pretty well cooled, saw reason for assenting 
to the ])roj)osal ; upon which the deed was 
immediately (‘xocuted, the mediator’s bill was 
discharged, and Ferdinand conveyed in a 
liackiiey coach to prison, after he had ern- 
po\v('n/d his own landlord to discharge his 
servants, and convert his effects into ready 
inoiicy. Thus, he saw himself, in the course 
of a few hours, depri\cd of liis reputation, 
rank, liberty, and friends ; and his fortune 
reduced from two thousand pounds to some- 
thing less than two hundred, fifty of which 
he had earned to jail in his pocket. 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Our adventvrrr is made acquainted with a 
new scene of life. 

.] rs* as he entered the.se mansions of misery, 
his ears were invaded with a hoarse and 
dreadful voice, exclaiming, — “ You, Bess 
Beetle, score a couple of fresh eggs, a penny- 
worth of butter, and a half pint of mountain, 
to the king ; and stop credit till the bill is 
paid : — he is now debtor for fifteen shillings 
and sixpence, and damn^ne if I trust him one 
farthing more, if he was the be.^^t king in 
Christendom. And, d’ye hear, send Bagged- 
head with five pounds of potatoes for Slajor 
Macleaver’s v'»upper, and let liim have what 
drink he wants : the fat wndow gentlewoman 
from Pimlico has promised to quit hi.s score. 
Sir Mungo Barebones may have .some hasty 
pudding and small beer, though I don’t ex- 
pect to see his coin, no more than to receive 
the eighteen pence I laid out for a pair of 
breeches to his backside— what then ? he’s a 
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quiet sort, of a body, and a great scholar, and 
it was a scandal to the place tosee him going 
about in that naked condition. As for the 
mad Frenchman with the beard, if you give 
him .so much as a cheese paring you b — ch, 
PI! send you buck to the hole, among your 
old companions ; an impudent dog ' I’ll teach 
him to draw his sword upon the governor of 
an English county jail. What ! I suppose he 
thought he had to do with a French hang- 
tang-dang, rabbit him I ho shall cat Ins white 
feather before I give him credit for a morsel 
of bread.” 

Although our adventurer was very little 
disposed, at this juncture, to make observa- 
tions foreign to his own affairs, he .'ould not 
help taking notice of these extraordinary 
injunctions ; especially tliosc concerning the 
person who was entitled king, whom, how- 
ever, he supposed to be some prisoner elected 
as the mamstrate by the joint suffrage of Ins 
follow^s. IJaving taken possession of Ins 
chamber, which he rented at five shilling’? 
a-wcok, and being ill at ease in his own 
thoughts, he fortliwith secured his door, iiii- 
drexssod and went to bod, in which, thougli it 
was nunc of tlio most, edegant or invitin.g 
cnuchos, he enjoyed profound n'pose after 
the acciunulatod tUtigiies and mortifications 
of the day. Nc.xt morning, after breakfast, 
the keopiM* entered his apartment, and gave 
him to understand, that the gentlmnen under 
hi.5 care, having heard of the count’s arrival, 

I had deputcil*oMe of their number to wait upon 
him with the coinpliments of condoleiuM' 
suitable to the occasion, and invite him to 
I become a member of their society. Our hero 
could not politely dispense with this instance 
of civility, and their ambassador being in- 
stantly introduced by the name of Captain 
Minikin, saluted him with great solemnity. 

This wa.s a person equally remarkable for 
his extraordinary figure and uddres.s ; hi.s age 
seemed to border upon forty, bi.s stature 
amounted to five feet, hi.s visage was long, 
meagre, and weather-beaten, and his aspect, 
though not (piite rueful, exhibited a certai.'i 
formality, which was the result of care and 
conscious importance. Ifo was very little 
encumbered with flesh and blood ; yet what 
body he had was well proportioned, his limbs 
were elegantly turned, ami by his carriage 
he was well entitled to that compliment whicli 
wc pay to any person when we say ho h!).s 
very much the air of a gentleman. There 
was also an evident singularity in hi.s dre.s.^’, 
which, though intended as an improvement, 
appeared to be an extravagant exaggeration 
of the mode, and at once evinced him an 
original to the discerning ey(*s of our adven- 
turer, who received him with his usual com- 
plaisance, and made a very eloquent acknow- 
ledgement of the honour and satisfaction ho 
received from the visit of the representative, 
and the hospitality of his constituents. The 
captain’s peculiarities w'ere not confined to 
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his external appeardnee; for his voice re- 
sembled the sound of a bassoon, or the aggre- 
gate Imtn of a whole bee-hive, and his dis- 
course was almost nothing else than a scries 
of quotations from the English poets, inter- 
larded with French phrases, which ho retained 
for their significance, on the recommendation 
of his friends, being himself unacquainted 
with that or any other outlandish tongue. 

Fathom, finding this gentleman of a very 
communicative disposition, thought he could 
not have a fairer opportunity of learning the 
history of his fellow-prisoners : and, turning 
the conversation on that subject, was not 
disappointed in his expectation. ** I don't 
doubt, sir," said ho, with the utmost solemni- 
ty of declamation, ** but you look with horror 
upon every object that surrounds you in this 
uncomfortable place ; but, nevertheless, here 
arc some, who, as rny friend Shakspearc has 
it, have seen belter days, and have with holy 
bell been knoUed to church : and sal at good 
men's feasts, and wiped their eyes o f drops 
that sacred pity hath enfrenaered. V’’ou 
must know, sir, that exclusive of the canaille, 
or the profanum vulgus, as they are styled 
by Horace, there arc several small communi- 
ties ift the gaol, consisting of people who are 
attracted by the manners and dispositions of 
each other ; for this j>kce, sir, is quite a 
microcosm, and, us tlie great world, so is 
this, a stage, and all the men and women 
merely flayers. Fur my own part, sir, 1 
have nlwiiys made it a maxim to associate 
with the best company I can find ; not that 1 
pretend to boast of iny family or extraction ; 
because, you know, as tlie poet says, Vix ea 
nostra voc. My father,' ’tis tnie, was a man 
that piqued himself upon his pedigree, as well 
as upon hispolitesse and personnl merit; for 
he had been a very old officer in the army, 
and r myself may say I was born with a spoii- 
toon in my Iiaiid. Sir, I have had the honour 
to serve his majesty these twenty years, and 
have been bandied about in the course of 
duty through all the British plantations, and 
you see the recompense of all my service, 
"ut this is a disagreeable subject, and there- 
fore 1 shall waive it; however, as Butler 
observes, 

* My Old) comfort is, llial now 

Mydiihholt ibriunc is so low, 

That cither it must quickly end, 

Or turn about again and inend.^ 

“ And now, to return from this digression, 
you will perlu be surprised to hear that 
tlie head or chairman '>f uur club is really a 
sovereign pnnee* no loss. Til assure jrou, 
than the celebrated Theodore king of Corsica, 
who lies in prison for a debt of a few hundred 
pounds. Hen f guantvm mutatu.s ab illo. 
It is not my busiues.'s to censure the conduct 
of my superiors; but I always speak my 
mind in a cavalier manner, and as, according 
to the Spectator, talking to a friend is no 


more than thinking aloud, entre nous, his 
Corsican majesty has been scurvily treated 
by a certain administration ; be that as it 
will, he is a personage of a very portly ap- 
pearnnee, and is quite master of the biense- 
anre. Besides, they will find it their interest 
to have recourse again to his alliance : and 
in that case some of us may expect to profit 
by his restoration ; but few words are best. 

‘<lle that maintains the second rank in 
our assembly is one Major Macleaver, an 
Irish gentlemen, who has served abroad ; a 
soldier of fortune, sir, a man of unquestion- 
able honour and courage, but a little over- 
bearing, in consequence of his knowledge 
and experience. lie is a person of a good 
address, to be sure, and quite free of the 
mauvaise kontc, and he may have seen a 
good deal of service : but what then 1 other 
people may be as good as he, though they 
have not had such opportunities ; if he speaks 
five or six languages, ho does not pretend to 
any taste in the liberal arts, which are the 
criterion of an accomplished gentleman. 

The next is Sir Mungo Barebones, the 
representative of a very ancient family in the 
north : his affairs arc very much ^derangee, 
but he is a gentleman of great probity and 
learning, and at present engaged in* a very 
grand scheme, which, if he can bring it to 
bear, will render him famous to all posterity; 
IK) less than the converMon of the Jews and 
the Gentiles. The project, I own, looks 
chimerical to one who has not conversed 
with the author; but, m my opinion, he has 
clearly demonstrated, from an anagrammatical 
analysis of a certain Hebrew word, that his 
present majesty, whom God preserve, is the 
person pointed at in scripture as the tempo- 
ral Messiah of the .Tews ; and, if he could 
once, raise by subscription such a trifling siipi 
as twelve hundred thousand pounds, I make 
no doubt but he would accomplish his aim, 
vast and romantic as it seems to be. 

Besides these, we have anolhor messmate, 
who is a French chevalier, an odd sort of a 
man, a kind of liazarillo do Tormes, a cari- 
catura; he wears a long beard, pretends to 
be a great poet, and makes a damned fracas 
with his verses. The king has been obliged 
to exert his authority over him more than 
once, by ordering him into close confine- 
ment, for which he was so rash as to send 
his majesty a challenge ; but he afterwards 
made his submission, and was again taken 
into favour : the truth is, I believe his brain 
is a little disordered, and ho being a stranger, 
we overlook his extravagancies. 

“Sir, we shall think ourselves happy in 
your accession to our society : you wull be 
under no sort of restraint ; for though we 
dine at one table, every individual calls and 
pays for his own mess. Our conversation, 
such as it is, will not, 1 hope, be disagreeable; 
and though we liave not opportunities of 
breathing the pure Arcadian air and eannot, 
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' under the shade oi‘ melancholy bon^^hs, lose 
and nofflcct the creepingr hours of time/ vve 
may enjoy ourselves over a glass of punch or 
a dish often : nor are we destitute of friends, 
who visit us in these shades of distress. The 
major has a numerous acquaintance of both 
sexes ; among others, a iirst cousin of good 
fortune, who, with her daughters, often cheers 
our solitude ; she is a very sensible lady-hke 
gentlewoman, and the young ladies have a 
cerlaui de^agee air, that plainly shows they 
have .>oen tljc best company : besides, I will 
venture to recommend Mrs Minikin, as a 
woman of tolerable breeding and capacity, 
who, 1 hop!', will not be found altogether de- 
ficient in the accomplishments of the sex. 
So that we find means to make little parties, 
in which the time glides away insensibly. 
Then I have a small collection ofbooks which 
are at your service. You may amuse your- 
self with Shakspeare, or Milton, or Don 
Quixote, or any of our modern authors that 
are worth r<‘ading, such as the adventures of 
Love'll, Lady Frail, (leorge Fidwards, Joe 
Thompson, Hamfyido Moore Carew, Young 
Scarron, and Mias Betsey Thoughtless ; and 
if you have a taste for drawing, I can eiiter- 
1am you with a parcel of prints by the best 
masters.” 

A man of onr liero’s politeness could not 
help expres.sing himself in the warmest terms 
of gratitude for this courteous declaftition. 
He thanked the captain in particular for his 
, obliging offers, and begged hr3 would be so 
good as to present his respects to the society, 
of which he longed to be n nicniber. It was 
determined, therefore, that Minikin should 
return in an hour, when thfi count W’ould be 
dressed, in order to conduct him into the pre- 
pence of his majesty ; and he had already 
taken his leave for the present, when all of a 
siuMcii he came hack, and taking hold of a 
waistcoat that lay upon a chair, — ‘*Sir,” said 
he, “ give me leave to look at that fringe ; 
I think it is the most elegant knitting I ever 
paw: but pray, sir, are not these quite out of 
fashion ? I thought plain silk, puch as this 
, that* \ wear, had been the mode, with the 
porkets very low.” Before Fathom had time 
to make any sort of reply, he took notice of 
his hot and pumps ; the first of which he said, 
w’OK loo narrow in the brim, and the last an 
inch too low in Iho heels : indeed they formed 
a remarkable contrast with his own; for, ex- 
clusive of the fashion of the cock, which re- 
sembled the form of a Roman galley, the brim 
of his hat, if properly spread, wmiild have 
projected a shade sufficient to shelter a whole 
file of musketeers from the heat of a summer’s 
gun ; and the heels of his shoes were so high 
as to raise his feet three inches at least from 
the surface of the earth. 

Having made these observations, for the 
credit of his taste, he retired, and reluming 
at the time appointed, accompanied Ferdi- 
nand to* the apartment of the king, at the 
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doors of which their ears were invaded with 
a strange sound, being that of a human voice 
imitating the noise of a drum. The captain, 
hearing this alarm, made a full stop, and, 
giving the count to underslurui that his ma- 
jesty was busy, bogged he would not take it 
amiss, if the introduction should be delayed 
for a few moments. Fathom, curious to 
know the moaning of what he had heard, 
applied to his guide for information, and 
learned that |he king and the major, \vhom 
he had nominated to the post of his gcnoral- 
in-i’hieti were employed in landing troops 
upon the Genoese territory; that is, Uiat they 
were settling beforehand the manner of th(?ir 
disembarkation. 

He then, by the direction of lus conductor, 
reconnoitred them through the key. hole, ami 
perceived the sovereign and his minist<*r 
silting on opposite sides of a deal-board 
table, covered with a large chart or map, ' 
upon which ho saw a great number of mussel 
and oyster-shells ranged in a certain order, 
and, at a little distance, several regular 
squart's and eohinms made of cards cut in 
small pieces. The prince himself, whose 
eyes were reinforced by spectacles, surveyed 
this armament with great attention, while the 
general put the whole in action, and con- 
ducted their motions by beat of drum. The 
mussel-shells, according to Minikin’s ex- 
planation, represented the transports, tlie 
oyster-shells were considered as the men of 
war that covered the troops m landing, and 
the pieces of card exhibited the dilferent. 
bodies into which the army was formed upon 
its disembarkation. , 

As an affair of such consequence could not 
be transacted without opposition, they had 
provided divers ambuscades, consisting of th»* 
enemy, whom they represented by grey peas ,* 
and accordingly (jenoral Maclcaver, perceiv- 
ing the said grey peas marching along shore 
to attack his forces before they could be 
drawn up in battalia, thus addressed himself 
to the oyster-shells in an audible voice. 
“ You men of Avar, don’t yon see the front 
of the enemy advancing, and the rest of the 
detachment following out of sight? Afrah’ 
the devil burn you, why don’t you come 
ashore and open your batteries?” So saying, 
he pushed the shells towards the beach, per- 
formed the cannonading with his voice, the 
grey peas were soon put in confusion, the 
general was beat, the cards marched forwa rdn 
m order of battle, and the enemy having re- 
treated with great precipitation, they took 
possession of their ground without farther 
difficulty. 

CHAPTER XL. 

J/e contemplates majesty and its satellites 
in eclipses. 

This expedition being happily finished, Genc-^ 
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ral Maclcavnr put the whole army, navy, 
traiiHports, and Bccne of action, into a c^ii- 
vob.s ; the prince unsaddled his nose, and 
Captain Minikin being admitted, our hero 
was introduced in form. Very gracious was 
the reception he met with from his majesty, 
who, with a most princely demeanour, wel- 
comed him to court, and even seated him on 
his right hand, in token of particular regard. 
True it is, this presence-chamber was not so 
super^, nor the appearance of. the king so 
magnificent, as to render such an honour 
intoxicating to any person of onr hero’s cool- 
ness and discretion. In lieu of tapestry, the 
apartment was liuiig with halfpenny ballads, 
a trucklc-bcd without curtains supplied the 
place of a canopy, and instead of a crown his 
majesty wore a woollen night-cap. Yet, in 
spite of these disadvantages, there was an 
air of dignity in his deportment, and a nice 
physiognomist would have perceived some- 
thing inajostic in the features of his counte- 
nance. 

He was certainly a personage of a very 
prepossessing mien ; his manners were en- 
gaging, his conversation agreeable, and any 
man whose heart was subject to the meltings 
of liumanity would have deplored his distress, 
and looked upon him as a most pathetic in- 
stance of that miserable reverse to which all 
human grandeur is exposed. His fall was 
even greater than that of Bclisarius, who, 
after having obtained many glorious victo- 
ries over the enemies of his coifntry, is said 
to have been reduced to such extremity of 
indigence, that, in his old age, when he was 
deprived of his eye-sight, he sat upon the 
highway like a common mendicant, implor-* 
iiig the charity of passengers in tlie piteous 
exclamation of dafe obolmn Belisario; tliat 
is, — “ spare a farthing to your poor old sol- 
dier Boiisariiis.” I say, this general’s dis- 
grace was not so remarkable as that of Theo- 
dore, because he was the servant of Justinian, 
con-sequcntly his fortune depended upon the 
nod of that emperor; whereas the other 
actually possessed the throne of sovereignty 
by the best of all titles, namely, the unaiii- 
rnous election of the people over whom he 
reigned ; and attracted the eyes of all Europe, 
by the elforts he made in breaking the bands 
of oppression, and vindicating that liberty 
which is the b.rthright of man. 

The English of former days, alike renowned 
for generosity anil valour, treated those hos- 
tile princes, vvht.se fate it was to wear their 
chains, with such delicacy of benevolence, 
as oven dispelled ti e liorrors of captivity; but 
their poste-itv of this refined age feel no 
compunction at seeing an unfortunate mon- 
arch, their former friend, ally, and partizon, 
languish amidst tlic miseries of a loathsome 
gaol, for a paltiy debt contracted in their own 
service. But, moralizing apart, our hero had 
not long conversed with this extraordinary 
^tor, who in his present condition assumed 


no other title than that of baron, than he 
perceived in him a spirit of quixotism, which 
all his experience, together with the vicissi- 
tudes of his fortune, had not been able to 
overcome : not that his ideas soared to such 
a pitch of extravagant hope as that which 
took possession of his messmates, who fre- 
quently quarrelled one with another about 
the degrees of favour to which they should 
be entitled after the king’s restoration ; but 
he firmly believed that allairs w^ould speedily 
take such a turn in Italy as would point out 
to the English court the expediency of em- 
ploying him again; and this persuasion seemed 
to support him against every species of pov- 
erty and mortification. 

While they were busy in trimming the 
balance of power on the other side of the 
Alps, their deliberations were interrupted by 
the arrival of a scullion, who came to receive 
their orders touching the bill of fare for din- 
ner, and his majesty found much more dilH- 
culty in settling this important concern, than 
in compromising all the difiereiiccs between 
the emperor and the queen of Spain. At 
length, however. General Maclcavcr under- 
took the oflicc of purveyor for his prince. 
Captain Minikin insisted upon treating the 
count; and in a little time the table was 
covered with a cloth, which, for tlic sake of 
my debate readers, I will not attempt to 
describe. 

At this period they ware joincSil by Sir 
Mungo Barebones, who, having found means 
to purchase a couple of mutton chops, had 
cooked a mess of broth, winch he now brought 
in a saucc-pan to the general rendezvous. 
This was the most remarkable object which 
had hitherto presented itself to the eyes of 
Fathom. Being naturally of a meagre habit, 
he was, by indigence and hard study, worn 
almost to the bone, and so bended towards 
the earth, that iii walking his body described 
at least 150 degrees of a circle. The want 
of stockings and shoos he su|)plied with a 
jockey straight boot and a half-jack. His 
thighs and middle wore cased in a monstrous 
pair of brown trunk breeches, which the 
keeper bouglil for his use from the executor 
of a Dutch seaman who had lately died in 
the gaol; his shirt retained no signs of its 
original colour ; his body vvas shrouded in an 
old greasy, tattered plaid night gown ; a blue 
and white handkerchief surrounded his head ; 
and his looks betokened that immense load 
of care which he had voluntarily incurred for 
the eternal salvation of sinners. Yet this 
figure, uncouth as it was, made his compli- 
ments to our adventurer in terms of the 
most elegant address, and, in the course of 
convei’sation, disclosed a great fund of valua- 
ble knowledge. He had appeared in the 
great world, and borne divers offices of dignity 
and trust with universal applause. His cou- 
rage was undoubted, his morals were unim- 
pcached, and his person licld in great venera- 
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tion and eslccm* whp; j his evil genius cngii^jed 
hiin in the study of Hebrew, and the mys- 
teries of the Jewish religion, which fairly 
disordered his brain, and rendered him inca- 
pable of managing his temporal affairs. 
When he ought to have been employed in 
the functions of his post, he was always 
wrapt 111 visionary conferences with Moses 
on the Mount: rather than regulate the 
economy of his household, he chose to exert 
hi? endeavours in settling the precise mean- 
ing of tlie word rlohim; and having discov- 
ered that now the period was come when the 
Jews and Gentiles would be converted, he 
postponed every other consideration, in order 
to facilitate tliat great and glorious event. 
By this time Ferdinand had seen every mem- 
ber of the club, except the French chevalier, 
who seemed to be quite neglected by the 
society ; for his name was not once mentioned 
during this communication, .and they sat 
down to dinner, without asking whether he 
was dead or alive. The king regaled himself 
with a plate of ox cheek ; the major, who 
complained that his appetite had forsaken 
him, amused himself with some forty hard 
eggs, malaxed witli salt butter ; the knight 
indulged upon his soup and buuille ; and the 
captain entertained our adventurer with a 
neck of veal roasted with potatoes ; but before 
Fathom could make use of lus knife and fork, 
he was summoned to the door, whpre he 
found the chevalier in great agitation, his 
eyes sparkling like coals of fire. 

Our hero was not a little surprised at this 
apparition, who, having asked pardon for the 
freedom he had used, observed, that, under- 
htanding tlic count was a foreigner, he could 
not dispense witli appealing to Jiim concern- 
ing an outrage he had suffered from the 
keeper, who, without any regard to his rank 
or misfortunes, liail been base enough to 
refuse him credit for a few necessaries, until 
he could have a remittance from his steward 
in France; he therefore conjured Count 
Fathom, as a stranger and nobleman, like 
himsclfj to he the niessengi^r of defiance, 
which he resolved to send to that brutal 
gao\‘r, that for the future lie might learn to 
make proper distinctions in tlic exercise of 
bis function. 

Fathom, who had no inclination to offend 
this choleric Frenchman, assured him, that 
lie might depend upon his friendship ; and, 
in the mean time, prevailed upon him to 
accept of a small supply ; in consequence of 
which he procured a pound of saiisageF, and 
joined the rest of the company without delay, 
"making a very suitable addition to such an 
assemblage of rarities. Though his age did 
not exceed thirty years, his beard, which was 
of a brindled hue, flowed down, like Aaron’s, 
to his middle; upon his legs he wore red 
stockings rolled up over the joint of the knee; 
his breeches were of blue drab, with vellum 
button-holes, and garters of gold lace ; his 
3 H 


waistcoat of scarka ; hip coat of rusty black 
cloth ; his liair, twisted into a rainilic, hung 
down to his rump, of the colour of jet ; and 
his hat was adorned with a white feather. 

This original had formed many ingenious 
schemes to increase the glory and gnindeur 
of France, but was discouraged by Cardinal 
Fleury, who, in all appearance Jealous of his 
great talents, not only njecled liis projects, 
but even sent him to prison, on pretence of 
being ofieiidcd at bis impert.i nonce. F<?r- 
ceiving tliat, like the prophet, he had no 
honour in his gwn country, he no sooner 
obtained his release, than he retired to Eng- 
land, where he was prompted by his philan- 
thropy to propose an expedient to our mi ms- 
try, which would have saved a vai-t effusion 
of blood and treasure : this was an agreement 
between the queen of IIung.Try and the late 
emperor, to decide their proUmsions hy a 
single combat ; in which case lie olfere<l him- 
self as the Bavarian champion; hut in this 
endeavour he also proved unHuccessfiil. ^I'hen 
turning his attention to the delights of poet ry, 
he became so enamoured of the muse, that 
he neglected every oilier consideration ; and 
she, as usual, gradually conducted him to 
the author’s never-failing goal, a place of 
rest appointed for all those sinncM-s whom the 
profane love of poesy hath led astray. 


CIKPTEll XI A. t 

One quarrtl is comptomisejl^ and another 
decided^ by unusnal arms. 

Among other topios of conversation that 
w'ere discussed at this genial meeting, »Sir 
Mungo’s sclicme was brought upon the carpet 
by his majesty, vvlio Ava.s gracioasly pleased 
to ask iiow his subscription filled. To this 
interrogation the knight answered, that ho 
met with great opposition, from a spirit of 
levity and self-conceit whicJi seemed to pre- 
vail in this generation ; but that no difliculties 
should discourage liiin from persevering in 
his duly; and he trusted in God, that, in a 
very little time, lie should be able to confute 
and overthrow the false philosophy of the 
moderns, and to restore the writings of Moses 
to that pre-eminence and veneration which 
is due to an iuspirod author. He spoke of 
the immortal Newton with infinite contempt, 
and undertook to (‘Xtract from the Pentateuch 
a system of chronology, which would ascer- 
tain the progress of time since the fourth day 
of the creation to the present liour, with such 
exactness that not one vibration of a pendu- 
lum should be lost ! nay, he affirmed that tho 
perfection of all arts and sciences might be 
attained by studying these sacred memoirs ; 
and that he himself did not despair of learn- 
ing from them tlie art of transmuting baser 
metals into gold. 

The chevalier, though he did not pretend 
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to contradict these assertions, was too much 
attached to his own' religion to acquiesce in 
the knight’s project of converting the Jews 
and the (Jentile's to the protestant heresy, 
which, he said, God Almighty would never 
suffer to triumph over the interests of his 
own holy catholic church. This objection 
produced abundance of altercation between 
two very unequal disputants ; and the French- 
man, iindiiig himself puzzled by the learning 
of his antagonist, had recourse' to the argu^ 
mentum ad hominem, by laying his hand 
upon his swor^, and declaring that he was 
ready to lose the last drop of his blood in 
opposition to such a damnable scheme. 

fc^ir Mungo, though in all appearance re- 
duced to the last stage of animal existence, 
no sooner heard this epithet applied to his 
plan, than his eyes gleamed like lightning; 
he sprung from his scat with the agility or a 
grashopper, and, darting himself out at the 
door, like an arrow from a bow, re-appe.ared 
in a moment with a long rusty weapon, which 
might have been shown among a collection 
of rarities as the sword of Guy Earl of War- 
wick. This implement he brandished over 
the chcvalier’.s liead with the dextwity of an 
old prize-fighter, exclaiming, in the French 
language, — “ Thou art a profane wretch 
marked out for the vengeance of Heaven, 
whose ujiworthy minister I am; and here 
thou shall fall by the sword of the Lord and 
of (dideon.” 

The chevalier, unterrified by this dreadful 
salutation, desired he would acct>mpany liini 
to a more convenient place; and the world 
might have been deprived of one' or both 
these kniglits-errant, hyd not General Ma- 
ch'aver, at the desire of his majesty, inter- 
posed, and found means to bring matters to 
an accommodation. 

fn the atlcnioon the society was visited by 
the major’s cousin and her daughters, who 
no sooner apjiearcd than they were recog- 
nised by our adventurer ; and his acquaint- 
ance with them renewed in such a manner 
as alarmed the delicacy of Captain Minikin, 
wlio in the evening repaired to the count’s 
apartment, and, with a very formal physiog- 
noniy, accosted him in these w’ords — “ Sir, 
I beg pardon for this intru.sion ; but I come 
to consult you about an affair in which my 
lionour is coucornod ; and a soldier without 
lionour, you know, is no bettor than a body 
without a soul. 1 have always admired that 
speech of Ih ts' in the first part of lleurv 
the Fourth:-- 

* Ky Heaven, inelbiirka it were an easy leap 
To pluck. brij;ht llnuoiir fpoin the pale fac’d 

moon. 

Or dive into ll»c hattom of ihe deep. 

Where fathom-1 ine could never loncli ilie ground. 
And pluck up downed Honour by the locks’ — 

There is a boldness and case in the ex- 
pression, and tlie images are very picturesque. 


But, without any furtlier preamble, pray, Sir, 
give me leave to ask how long you have been 
acquainted with those ladies who drank tea 
with us this afternoon? You’ll forgive the 
question, Sir, when I tell you that Major 
Maclcaver introduced Mrs Minikin to them 
as two ladies of character, and, I don’t know 
how, Sir, I have a sort of presentiment that 
my wife has been imposed upon. Perhaps I 
may be mistaken, and God grant 1 may: but 
there was a je ne scai qmy iii thoir beba- 
I viour to-day, which beffins to alarm my sus- 
picion. Sir, 1 have nothing but my reputa- 
[ lion to depend upon ; and [ hope you will 
I excuse me, when 1 earnestly beg to knov/ 
what rank they maintain in life.” 

Fathom, without minding the consequence, 
told him, with a simper, that In* knew them 
to be very good-natured ladies, w ho devoted 
themselves to the happiness of mankind, 
’riiis explanation bad no sooner (’scaped from 
his lips, than tlic captain’s face began to glow 
with indignation, his eyes seemed biirslir^ 
from' their spheres, he swelled to twice his 
natural dimensions, and, raising himself on 
his tiptoes, pronounced, in a strain that emu- 
lated thunder, — “ Blood ! Sir, you seem to 
make very light of the matter ; but it is no 
joke to me, I’ll assure you ; and Macloaver 
shall see that 1 am not to be affronted with 
impunity. Sir, T shall take it as a .singular 
favour if you will be th'» nearer of a billot io 
him, \vhicli T shall write in throe w’orcls : nay, 
Sir, you must give me leave to insist upon it, 
as you are llui only gentleman of our mess 
whom 1 can entrust Vv.th an affair of this 
nature.” 

Fathom', rather than run the risk of dip- 
obliging such a ]mnctilious w'arrior, aficr 
having in vain attempted to dissuadi^ him 
from his purpose, undertook to carry the 
challenge, whudi was immediately inmned 
in these words — 

“ Sir, — Yon have violated my honour, in 
imposing upon Mrs Minikin your pretended 
cousins as ladies of virtue and rtipiitatioii ; I 
therefore demand such satisfaction .as a sol- 
dier ought to receive, and c.vpect you .will 
I adjust with my friend Count Fathom the . 
terms upon ^\hich you shall he met by the 
much injured “ Goliah Mixikin.” 

This mororau being sealed and directed, 
was fortliwith car/sed by our adventurer to 
the lodgings of the major, who had by this 
time retired to rest, but hearing the count’s 
voice, liegot u]) and ojiened the door in cverpo, 
to the astonishment of Ferdinand, who had 
never before seen siicli an Herculean figure. 
He made an apologj'Tor receiving the count 
in his birlh-day suit, to which he said he was 
reduced by the heat of his constiUition, though 
he might ha\o assigned a more adequate 
cause, by owming that liis shirt wan in the 
hands of his washer-woman ; then shrouding 
himself’ in a blanket, desired to know what 
had procured him the honour of such an ex- 
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traordinary visit. Ho rend the hotter with 
groat composure, iilso a mail accustomed lu 
such intercourse ; then addressing himself to 
the bearer, — “ I will he after diverting the 
gentleman,” said he, “in any manner he 
shall think proper ; but, by J — s, this is no 
place for such amusements ; because, as ytni 
well know, my dear count, if both should be 
killed by the chance of war, neither of us 
will be able to escape; and after the breath 
is out of his body, he will make but a sorry 
excuse to his family and friends. But that 
IS no concern of mine, and therefore 1 am 
ready to please him in his own way.” 

Fathom approved of his remarks, whicli 
he reinforced with sundry considerations to 
the same purpose, and begged the assistance 
of the major’s advice, in finding some expe- 
dient to terminate the affair without blood- 
shed, that no troublesome conse(jiieiices 
might ensue cither to him or to his aiiUigo- 
nist, who, in spite of this overstraining for- 
mality, seemed to be a person of worih and 
good nature. “ With all my heart,” said 
tlie generous Hibernian, “ I have a great 
regard for the little man, and my own cha- 
laeter is not to seek at tliis time of day. I 
liave served a long apprtiiiliceship to fighting, 
as this same carcass can testify; and if lie 
cornjicls me to run hnn through the body, by 
iny slioul I siiall do it in a friendly manm r.” 

So saying, he threw aside the blankr‘l, and 
displayed scars and seams innunierable upon 
Ins body, wliicli appeared like an old patched 
Jeatheni doublet. “ J remember,” proceeded 
this champion, “ when I w'as a slave at Al- 
giers, MurpJiy Macmorris and I happened to 
have some difference in the bagnio ; upon 
which he bade me turn out. ‘Arrali, for what V 
said 1, • Jiero are no wCxapons that a gentleman 
can use, and yon would not he sneh a negro 
as to box like an Englisli carman.’ After he 
had pu/zlcd himself for some time, he pro- 
posed that we should retire into a corner, 
and funk one another with brimstone, till one 
oJ' us should give out. Accordingly we 
cni mined half a dozen of tobacco pipes with 
suTphur, and, setfmg foot to foot, began to 
smoke, and kept a constant fire, until Mac- 
morris dropped down; then I threw away 
iny pipe, and taking poor Murphy in my 
arms, — ‘ What, are you dead V said I, * if 
you are dead, speak.’ ‘ No, by .1 — s !’ cried 
lie, ‘ I an’t dead, but I’m speechless.’ So 
be owned I had obtained the victory, and wc 
were as good friends as ever. Now, if Mr 
Mmikm thinks proper to put the aflair upon 
the same issue, I will smoke a pipe of brim- 
stone w’ith him to-morrow morning, and if I 
cry out first, I will be after asking pardon for 
this supposed affront.” 

Fathom could not help laughing at the 
proposal, to which, however, he objected, on 
account of Minikin’s delicate constitution, 
which might suffer more detriment from 
breathing in an atmosphere of sulphur than 
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frnrn the discharge of* a pistol, or the thrust 
of ji sniuil sword. He therefore suggested 
another expedient in lieu of the sulpliur, 
namely, the gum called afutafwtidat which, 
though abundantly nauseous, could have no 
effect upon the infirm texture of the lieuten- 
ant’s lungs. Tins hint being relished by 
the major, our adventurer returned to his 
principal, and having repeated the other's 
arguments against the use of mortal instru- 
ments, described the succedancum which he 
had concerted with MacUaver. The captain 
at first believed the sc homo was cal ciliated 
for subjecting liim to the ridicule of his fel- 
low-prisoners, and began to storm w hh grr at 
violence ; but, by tlie assiirnnccs .iiid n<l(lr»>s 
of Fntliom, lie was at length rv‘conciled to the 
plan, and preparations were made on ('aoh 
side for this duel, which was actually smoked 
next day, about noon, in a snuiH closet, <!=''- 
lached IVoin the ehalleiigtir’s apiirtment, ai:d 
within hearing of his majesty and all h.s 
court, aK.seinbJed as wil nesses and umpires 
of the contest. 

Tli(i coinbataiils, being locked i.p together, 
began to ply their engines with great fury, 
and It was not long before (’aptain Mmikm 
perceived bo had a manifest advantage over 
iii >3 unlagonist ; for his organs were familiar- 
ized to the effluvia of this drug, which ho 
had frequently used in the course of an hypo- 
chondriac disfirder ; whereas Macleaver, who 
was a stranger to all sorts of medicine, by 
Jiis wry fact's ami attempts to puke, expressed 
the utnio.st abhorrence of the smell that in- 
vaded Ins nostrils. Nevertheless, resolved 
to hold out to the Kt'I extremity, he co*i-. 
tinued ill action iftitil the closet was fill' d 
with such an intolerable vapour as discoin- 
p<»sed the wbo!o economy of Ids entrails, and 
conij)elk‘d him to disgorge his breakfast in 
tlie face of his opponent, whose nerves wore 
so disconcerted by this disa^rroeable and un- 
foreseen discharge, that ho fell back into bis 
chair in a swoon, and tlio major brlJcwed 
aloud for assi-staiicc. The door being opened, 
lie ran directly to the window, to inhale the 
fre.sh air, wliile the captain, recovering froiii 
his fit, complained of Macleavcr’s unfair pro- 
ceeding, and demanded justice of the arbilrn- 
tors, who decided in Ids favour; and t]*.e 
major being prevailed upon to ask pardon for 
having introduced Mrs Minikin to women of 
rotten reputation, the parties were rcconc iJ"d 
to each other, and peace and concord re- 
established in the mess. 

Fathom acquired universal applause for 
his discreet and humane conduct upon this 
occasion ; and that same afternoon had an 
opportunity of seeing the lady in whose cause 
he had exerted himself. He was presented 
to her as the husband’s particular friend, and 
when she understood bow much she was 
indebted to his care and concern for the cap- 
tain’s safety, she treated him with uncommon 
marks of distinction ; and he found her a 
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genteel well-bred woman, not without a good 
share of personal charms, and a well culti- 
vated understanding. 

CHAPTER XLII. 

An unexpected rencounter, and a happy 
revolution in the affairs of our adveti^ 
turer. 

As she did not lodge within the precincts of 
tliis garrison, she was one day, after tea, 
conducted to tlie gate by tlie captain and the 
count, and just as they approached the turn- 
key’s lodge, our hero’s eyes were struck with 
the apparition of his old companion Renaldo, 
son of his benefactor and patron the Count 
de Mclvil. What were the emotions of his 
soul, when he saw that young gentleman 
enter the prison, and advance towards him, 
after having spoken to the gaoler ! He never 
doubted that, being informed of his confine- 
ment, he was come to upbraid him with his 
villainy and ingratitude, and he in vain eii- 
deavoured to recollect himself from that ter- 
ror and guilty confusion which his appearance 
had inspired ; when the stranger, lifting up 
his eyes, started back with signs of extreme 
amazement, and, after a considerable pause, 
exclaimed, — “ Heaven and earth ! Sure my 
eyes do not deceive me ! is not your name 
hathom ? It is, it must be my old friend and 
companion, the loss of whom I have so long 
regretted !” With these words he ran to- 
wards our adventurer, and, while he clasped 
him in his arms, with all tlie eagerness of 
aflection, protested that Ihis was one of the 
happiest days he hud ever seen. 

Ferdinand, who, from this salutation, con- 
cluded himself still in possession of Ronaldo’s 
good opinion, was nut deficient in expressions 
of tenderness and joy : he returned his em- 
braces with eipial ardour, the tears trickled 
down his cheeks, and that perturbation, which 
proceeded from conscious perfidy and fear, 
was mistaken by the unsuspecting Hungarian 
for the sheer * ‘fleets of love, gratitude, and 
surprise. Those first transports having sub- 
sulod, they adjourned to the lodgings of 
Fathom, who soon recollected his siiirits and 
invention so well as to amuse tho.other with 
a feigned tali, of his having been taken by 
the tYcncli, sent prisoner into Cliampaignc, 
from whence he bad written many letters to 
Count Mel v! a.-,ihis son, of whom he could 
hear no tidings i of his having contracted an 
intimacy with a young nobleman of France, 
who died in the flower of his age, after hav- 
ing, in token of his friendship, bequeathed to 
him a considerable legacy ; by this he had 
been enabled to visit the land of his fore- 
fathers in the character of a gentleman, 
which he had supported with some figure, 
until he was betrayed into a misfortune that 
exhausted his funds, and drove him to the 


spot where he was now found : and he so- 
lemnly declared, that, far from forgetting the 
obligation he owed to Count Mdvil, or re- 
nouncing the friendship of Renaldo, he had 
actually resolved to set out for Germany on 
his return to the house of his patron, in the 
beginning of the week posterior to that in 
which he had been arrested. 

Young Melvil, whose own heart had never 
known tlie instigations of fraud, implicitly 
believed the story and protestations of Fa- 
thom ; and though he would not justify that 
part of liis conduct by which the term of his 
good fortune was abridged, he could not help 
excusing an indiscretion into which he had 
been hurried by the precipitancy of youth, 
and the allurements of an artful woman : nay, 
with the utmost warmth of friendship, he 
undertook to wait upon Trapwell, and endea- 
vour to soften Jiim into sonic reasonable terms 
of composition. 

Fathom seemed to be quite overwhelmed 
with a deep sense of all this goodness, and 
affected the most eager impatience to know 
the particulars of Renaldo’s fate since their 
unhappy separation, more especially his 
errand to this uncomfortable place, which 
he should henceforth revere as the providen- 
tial scene of their re-union : nor did he for- 
et to inipiire, in the most affectionate and 
utifiil manner, about the sitnalion of his 
noble parents and amiable sister. 

At mention of ihcvn names, Renaldo, 
fetching a deep sigh, — “ Alas ! my friend,’’ 
said he, “ the count is no more ; and, wdiat 
aggravates my affliction for the loss of such 
a father, it. was my misfortune to be under 
his displeasure at the tune of his death. Had 
1 been present on that melancholy occasion, 
so well I knew his generosity and paternal 
tenderness, that, sure I am, he would iu hi.s 
last moments have forgiven an only son, 
whose life had been a continual effort to ren- 
der himself wortliy of such a parent, and 
whose crime was no other than an honoura- 
ble passion for the most meritorious of her 
sex. But I was ivunoved at a fatal distance 
from him, and doubtless iny conduct must 
have been invidiously misrepresented. Be 
that as it will, my mother has again given 
her hand in wedlock to Count Trebasi ; by 
whom I have the mortification to be informed 
that I am totally excluded from my father's 
succession ; and 1 learn from other quarters, 
that my sister is barbarously treated by this 
inhuman father-in-law. Grant, Heaven, I 
may soon have an opportunity of expostulat- 
ing with the tyrant upon that subject.” 

So saying, bis cheeks glowed, and his eyes 
lightened with resentment. Then he thus 
proceeded : — 

“My coming hither to-day was with a view 
to visit a poor female relation, from whom I 
yesterday received a letter, describing her 
most deplorable situation, and soliciting my 
assistance : but the turnkey affirms, that there 
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IS no such person in the jail ; and I was on 
my way to consult the keeper, when I was 
agreeably surprised with the siffht of my dear 
Fathom.” 

Our adventurer having wiped from his eyes 
the tears wliich were produced by the news 
of his worthy patron’s death, desired to know 
the name of that afflicted prisoner, in whose 
behalf ho interested himself so much ; and 
Ronaldo produced the letter, subscribed, 

Your unfortunate cousin, Helen Melvil.” 
This pretended relation, after having explain, 
ed the degree of consanguinity which she and 
the count stood in to each other, and occa- 
sionally mentioned some anecdotes of the 
family in Scotland, gave him to un(ler.stand, 
that she had married a merchant of London, 
who, by repealed losses in trade, had been 
reduced to indigence, and afterwards confined 
in prison, where he then lay a breatliless 
corse, having left her in the utmost ex- 
tremity of wretchedness and want, with two 
young children m the snialf-pox, and an in- 
curable cancer in one of her own breasts. 
Indeed the picture she drew was so moving, 
and her expressions so sensibly pathetic, that 
an person whose lieart was not altogether 
calloUvS, could peruse it without emotion. 
Uenaldo had sent twm guineas by the mes- 
senger whom she had represented as a trusty 
jjcrvant, whose fidelity had been proof against 
all the distress of her mistress; and -he was 
now arrived, in order to reinforce his bounty. 

Fathom, in the consciousness of his own 
practices, iminodiutely comprehended the 
scheme of this letter, and confidently as- 
sured him, that no such person resided in the 
prison, or in any other place : and when his 
friend applied for information to the keeper, 
these ^issurancos wore confirmed ; and tliat 
stern janitor told him he had been imposed 
upon lly a stale trick, which was often prac- 
tised upon strangers by a set of sharpers, who 
make it their business to pick up hints of in- 
telligence relating to private families, upon 
which they build such superstructures of 
fraud and imposition. 

However piqued the y<uing Hungarian 
might be to find himself duped in this man- 
ner, he rejoiced at the occasion which had 
thrown Fathom in his way ; and, after having 
made him a tender of his purse, took his 
leave, on purpose to wait upon Trapwcll, 
who was not quite so untractable as an en- 
raged cuckold commonly is ; for by this time 
litf^ad accomplished the best part of his aim, 
which was to be divorced from his wife, and 
was fully convinced that the defendant was 
no more than a needy adventurer, who, in all 
probability, would be released by an act of 
parliament for the benefit of insolvent debt- 
ors ; in which case he (the plaintiff) would 
reap no solid advantage from his imprison 
merit. 

He therefore listened to the remonstrances 
of thejuediator, and, after much canvassing, 


agreed to discharge the defendant, in con- 
sideration of two hundred pounds, which 
were immediately paid by Count Melvil, who 
by this deduction was reduced to somewhat 
less than thirty. 

Nevertheless, he cheerfully beggared him- 
self in belialf of his friend, for whose release 
he forthwith obtained an order: and next day 
our adventurer, having bi*! a formal udit‘U to 
his fellows in distress, and in particular to 
his majesty, for whose restoration his prayers 
were preferred, he quitted the jail, and ac- 
companied his deliverer, with all the outward 
marks of unutterable gratitude and esteem. 

Surely, if his heart hml been made of 
penetrable stujff\ it would have ht on touched 
liy the circumstances of thi-» redoniplion: 
but had not his soul been invincible to all 
such attacks, tliese memoirs would possibly 
never have seen the light. 

When they arrived at Rcnaldo's lodgings, 
that young gentleman honoiirrul him with 
other proofs of confidence and friendship, hy 
giving him a circumstantial detail of all the 
ailveniures in which he had been engaged 
after Fathom’s desertion from tlie imperial 
camp. He told him, that immediately after 
the war was finished, his fatlier liad pressed 
him to a very advantageous match, with 
which lie would have complied, though lus 
heart was not at all concerned, bad not ho 
been inflamed with the desire of seeing the 
world before he could take any step towards 
a setllemout for life ; tliat he had signilled his 
intentions on this head to the count, who 
opposed them with unusual obstinacy, ns 
protlneliie of a delay which might be fatal to 
liis proposal ; for which reason lie had retired 
incognito from his family, and travelled 
through sundry states and countries, in a 
disguise by which he eluded the inquiries of 
his parents. 

That in the course of these peregrinations 
he w'as captivated by the irresistible charms 
of a young lady, on whoso heart ho had the 
good fortune to make a tender irnpn.vssion : 
fliat their mutual love had subjected both to 
many dangers and difflcultics, during which 
they suffered a cruel separation ; after the 
torments of which, he had happily found her 
in England, where she now lived entirely cut 
off from her native country and connexions, 
and destitute of every other resource but liis 
honour, love, and protection ; and, finally, 
that he was detennined to combat his own 
desires, how violent soever they might be, 
until he should have made some suitable pro- 
vision for the consequences of a stricter 
union with the mistress of his soul, that he 
might not, by a precipitate marriage, ruin 
the person whom he adored. 

This end he proposed to attain by an ap- 
plication to the court of Vienna, which he 
did not doubt would have some regard to his 
own service and that of his father ; and 
thither he rcsolvbd to repair with the first 
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opportunity, now that he had found a friend 
with whom he could entrust the inestimable 
jewel of his heart. 

lie likewise gave our hero to understand, 
that he had been eigjht months in England, 
iluring which he had lived in a frugal manner, 
thrtt h(? might not umujcessarily exhaust the 
money he had boon able to raise upon his 
own credit ; that hitherto he had been obliged 
to defer lus departure for Germany, on ac- 
count of hifi attendance ujioii the mother of 
his mistress, who was lately dead of sorrow 
and chagrin; and that since he resided in 
London, he had otlon heard of the celebrated 
thiunt Fathom, though lie never imagined 
that his friend Ferdinand could he distin- 
guished by that appellation. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 

Fathom justifies the proverh, “ Whnt\shred 
in the bone will never roine out of the 
flesh:* 

Some circiimstanc(\^ of this conversation 
made a deep anpressio.i ujioii the mind of 
our adventurer, v/ho nevertliclosj^ concealed 
his emotions from the knowledge of his 
friend, and was next day introduced to that 
hidden treasure of which Ronaldo Iiad spoken 
with such rapture and adoration. It was not 
without roason he had expatiated upon the 
personal attractions of this younglady, whom 
for the present we shall cal! Monimia, a name 
that implies her orphan situation. When 
she entered the ro<un, even I'^athom, whose 
eyes had been sated with beauty, was struck 
dumb with admiration, and could scarce rc- 
roUoct himself so far n.s to perform the cere- 
mony of his introduction. 

She seemed to be about the age of eighteen. 
Her stature was tall; her motion gracotul; 
a knot of artificial dowers restrained the 
luxuriancy of her fine black hair, that flowed 
in shining ringlets down her snowy neck. 
The contour of her face was o\.il ; her fore- 
head roniarkaldy high ; her complexion clean 
and delicate, though not florid ; and her eyes 
were so piercing as to strike the soul of every 
beholder: yet upon this occasion, one half 
of their vivacity w,as eclipsed by a languish- 
ing air of melancholy concerji ; whirli, while 
it in a manner sheathed the edge of her 
beauty, added a most engaging sweetness to 
her looJc?. In hort, every feature was ele- 
gantly perfect ; and the harmony of the 
whole ravishing and delightful. 

It was er.sy to perceive tlie rnutna! senti- 
ments of tiio two 'overs at meeting^ by the 
pleasure that sensibly diffused itself in tlie 
countenances of both. Fathom was received 
by licr as the intimate friend of her admirer, 
whom she had often Iieard of in terms of the 
most sincere affection ; and the conversation 
w'as carried on in the Itgiliap. language, be- 


rau.se she v.'as a foreigner, who had not as 
yet made great proficiency in the knowledge 
of the English tongue. Her unilerstanding 
was such, as, instead of diminishing, rein- 
forced the prepossession which was inspired 
by her appearance ; and if the sum total of 
her rhanns could not melt the heart, it at 
least excited the appetite of Fathom to such 
a degree, that he gazed upon her with such 
violence of de.siTe, as had never transported 
him before ; and instantly began to harbour 
thoughts not only destructive to the peace of 
his generous patron, but also to the pru- 
dential maxima he had adopted on his first 
entrance into life. 

We have already recorded divers instances 
of his conduct, to prove that there was an 
intemperance in his blood, which often inter- 
fered with his caution ; and although ho had 
found means to render tliis heat sometimes 
subservient to his interest, yet, in all proba- 
bility, Heaven mingled the ingredient in Ids 
constitution, on purpose to coimtoract his 
consummate craft, defeat the villainy of hi.s 
intention, and at last expose him to the justice 
of the law, and the coifleinpt of his fellow 
creatures. 

Stimulated as he was by the beauty of the 
incoinpanihle Monimia, he foresaw that the 
conquest of her heart would cost liiin a 
thousand times more labour and address than 
all the -victories ho hud ever achieved; for, 
besides her superior understanding, her senti- 
ments of honour, virtue, gratitude, religion, 
and pride of birth, Jier heart was already en- 
gaged, by the tenderest tics of love and ob- 
ligation, Jo a n>an wiu"e person and acquired 
acconiplishnionts at Ic'ast equalled his own ; 
and whoso connexion with him was of such 
a nature, as raised an almost insurmoqiitable 
bar to his design : because, with what face 
could he commence rival to the person whose 
family had raised him from want and ser- 
vility, and whose own generosity had rescued 
him from the miseries of a dreary jail? 

Notwithstaiulingthese reflections, he would 
not lay aside an idea which so agreeably flat- 
tered his imagination. He, like every otlicr 
projector in the same circumstances, was so 
partial to his own qualifications, as to think 
the lady wmiild soon perceive a difference 
between him and Ronaldo that could not fail 
to turn to his advantagi} in her opinion. He 
depended a good deal on the levity and in- 
constancy of the sex; and did not doubt, 
that, in the course of their acquaintance, he 
should profit by that languor which gfleu 
creeps upon and flattens the intercourse of 
lovers cloyed w'ith the sight and conversation 
of each other. 

This w'ay of arguing was very natural to 
a man who had never known other motives 
than those of sensuality and convenience ; 
and perhaps, upon these maxims, he might 
have succeeded with nine-tenths of the fair 
sex : but, for once, he erred in his qalculi- 
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tion ; Monimia’s soul was perfect, her virtue 
impregnable. Ifiij first approaches were, as 
usual, performed by the method of insinua- 
tion, which succeeded so well, that, in a tow 
days, ho actually actpiired a very distinguish- 
cd share of her favour and eateoin. To this 
he had been recommended in the warmest 
Rtraiu of exaggerating friendship by her dear 
Rojialdo: so that, placing the most unre- 
served confidence in Ids honour and integrity, 
and being almost quite destitute of acquaint- 
ance, she made no scruple of owning herself 
jdeased with his company and conversation ; 
and ihcretbre he was never abridged in pciint 
of opportunity. She had too much discern- 
ment to overlook his uncommon talents and 
agreeable address, and too much suscepti- 
bility to observe them with indifference. She 
not only regarded him as the confident of 
her lover, but admired him as a person whose 
ollachment did honour to Count Melvirs 
choice : she fimnd his discourse remarkably 
eut<jrtainiiig, his politeness dignified with nil 
air of uncommon sincerity, and she was 
ravished with IT's skill in music, an art of 
winch she was deeply enamoured. 

While he thus ingratiated himself with the 
fair iMonimiji, Ronaldo rejoiced at their iri- 
liinacy, being extremely happy in the thought 
of having found a friend vvlio could amuse 
and protect the dear creature m his aKsonee. 
'rhat she miglit bo tluj better prepared for 
the temporary sejiaration which ho medi- 
tated, ho began to be Jess frequent in his 
visits, or rather to interrupt, by gradual in- 
Icnnission-s, the constant attendance he had 
bestowed upon her since her mothor’.s death. 
This alteration she was enabled to hear by 
the lu^sidiiities of Fathom, wlien she under- 
stood that her lover was ledispcnsably em- 
ployed in negotiating a sum of money for 
the purposes of iiis intended voyage. This 
was really the case : for, as the reader hath 
been already informed, the provision he had 
made for that emergency was expended in 
behalf of our adventurer ; and the persons of 
whom he had borrowed it, far from approving 
OL file use to which it vva.s put, and accom- 
inodal iiig him with a fre.sh supply, reproached 
him with his benevolence as on art rff di.s- 
}ion(’,sly to them ; and, instead of favouring 
this second applic,ation, threatened to distress 
him for what he had already received. While 
lie endeavoured to surmount tho.se difficulties, 
ijis small reversion was quite exhausted, and 
he saw himself on the brink of wanting the 
common necessaries of life. 

There was no difficulty which he could not 
have encountered with fortitude, had ho alone 
been concerned : but his affection and regard 
for Mouimia were of such a delicate nature, 
that, far from being able to bear the prospect 
of her wanting the least convenience, he 
could not endure that she should suspect her 
situation cost him a moment’s perplexity; 
becaus6^he foresaw it would wring her gentle 
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licarl. with unspeakable anguish and ve.\ation. 
This, therefore, he endeavoured to anticipate, 
by expressions of confidence in the emperor’s 
equity, and frequent declarations touching 
the goodness and security of that credit from 
whicfi ho derived his present subsistence. 


CHAPTER XJAW 

Anecdotes of poverty, and expert mcnls for 
the benefit of those whom it may concern. 

Ills affairs being thus circiiuialanccd, it is not 
to be supposed that he passed liis time in 
tranquillity. Every day nshc'red in new do- 
inanik and fresh anxiety: tor though his 
economy was frugal, it could not be supported 
without money ; and now not only his funds 
were drained, but also his priiate friends 
tired of relieving his dome.stic necessities ; 
nay, they began to relinquish liis company, 
which formerly I hey had coveted, and those 
who still favoured liim with their company, 
embittered that favour ‘with disagreeable ad- 
vice, mingled with impertinent reproof. Tlioy 
loudly exclaimed against the last, instance 
of his friendship for Fathom, as ii piece of 
wrong-headed extravagance, wliich neither 
his fortune could aftbrd, nor his conscience 
excuse : and alleged, that such specimens of 
generosity arc vicious in any man, let his 
finances be never so opulent, if he has any 
relations ofliis own who need his assistance ; 
but altogether scandalous, not to say unjust, 
in a person who depends for his own support 
on the favour of his jViends. 

These expostulations did not even respect 
the beauteous, the accomplished, the gentle- 
hearted, the orphan Monimia. Although tliey 
owned her perfections, and did not deny that 
it w’ould be highly meritorious in any man 
of fortune, to make her happy, they disafi- 
proved of Ilenaldo’s attachment to the fair 
beggar, made light of that intimate union of 
Iw'arts which subsisted between the two lovers, 
and whicli no human consideration could dis- 
.’•"olvc ; and soine among them, in the coii- 
siiimnation of their prudence, ventured to 
Jiint a propos.al of providing for her in the 
service of some Indy of fashion. 

Any reader of sensibility will easily con- 
ceive how thc.se admonitions were relished 
by a young gentleman whose pride was iii- 
domilable, whose notions of honour w'ere 
scrupulously rigid and romantic, whose tem- 
per was w'arrn, and w^hose love was intense. 
Every sucli suggestion was as a dagger to his 
soul; and what rendered the torture more 
exquisifo, he lay uirder obligations to those 
very persons whose selfish and sordid senti- 
ments he disdained ; so that he was restricted 
by gratitude from giving vent to his indigna- 
tion, and his forlorn circumstances would not 
permit him to renounce their acquaintance. 
While he struggled with these mortifications. 
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liis wants grow more and more importunate, 
and his creditors became clamorous. 

Fathom, to whom all his Grievances were 
disclosed, lamented his hard hap wnth all the 
demonstrations of sympathy which he could 
expect to lind in such a zealous adherent ! he 
upbraided himself incessantly as the cause of 
his patron’s distress ; took God to witness, 
that he would rather have perished in jail, 
than have enjoyed his liberty, had he known 
it would have cost his dearest friend and 
benefactor one tenth part of the anguish he 
now saw him sulTer ; and, in conclusion, the 
fervency of his affection glowed to such a 
degree, that he offered to beg, steal, or plun- 
der on the highway, for Ronaldo’s assistance. 

Certain it is, he might have recollected a 
less disagreeable expedient than any of these, 
to alleviate the pangs of this unhappy lover ; 
fur, at that vtjry period, he was possessed of 
money and movables to the amount of a much 
greater sum than that which was necessary 
to remove the severest pangs of the count’s 
misfortune. But whether lie did not reflect 
upon tliis resource, or was willing to let 
Melvil be better acquainted with adversity, 
which is the great school of life, 1 shall leave 
the reader to determine ; yet so far was he 
from supplying the wants of the young Hun- 
garian, that he did not scruple to receive a 
share of the miserable pittance which that 
gentleman made shifl to extort from the com- 
plaisance of a few companions, whose coun- 
tenance ho still enjoyed. ‘ 

Ronaldo’s life was now become a sacrifice 
to the most poignant distress. Almost his 
whole time was engrossed by a double scheme,* 
comprehending liis etforts to render his de- 
parture practicable, and his expedients for 
raising tlic means of daily bread. With 
regard to the first, he exerted himself among 
a set of merchants, some of whom knew his 
family and expectations ; and for the last, he 
was fain to depend upon the assistance of a 
few intimates, who were not in a condition 
to furnish him with sums of consequence. 
These, however, gradually dropped olT, on 
pretence of friendly rosontment for his indis- 
creet conduct ; so that ho found himself 
naked, and deserted by all his former com- 
paniona except one gentleman, with whom 
he had lived in tlie most unreserved corres- 
pondence, as with a person «jf the warmest 
tVicndsiiip, and the most unbounded benevo- 
lence ; nay, he l;ad actually experienced re- 
peated pro-'f? of his generosity; and such 
were the count’s sentiments of the gratitude, 
love, and esteem, which were duo to the 
author of these obligations, that he would 
have willingly laid down his own life for his 
interest or advantage. Ite had already been 
at ditterent times accommodated by this bene- 
factor with occasional supplies, amounting 
in the whole to about forty or fifty pounds ; 
and so fearful was he of taking any step by 
which he might forfeit the good will of this 


gentleman, that he struggled with unparalleled 
difficulty and vexation, before he could pre- 
vail upon himself to put liis liberality to an- 
other proof. 

What maxims of delicacy will not the dire 
calls of necessity infringe ! Reduced to the 
alternative of applying once more to that 
benclioenco wliicli bad never failed him, or 
of seeing Moniinia starve, he chose the first, 
as of two evils the least, and entrusted Fathom 
with a letter explaining the bitterness of his 
case. It was not without trepidation that 
he received in the evening from his messen- 
ger an answer to this billet : but wliat were 
his pangs wlien he learned the contents I 
The gentleman, after having r-rofessed him- 
self Melvil’s sincere wollwislier, gave him to 
understand, that he was resol \ed for the fu- 
ture to detach himself from **very correspon- 
dence which would be incornenient ff^r him 
to maintain ; that he considered his inlimacy 
with the count in tliat light ; yet, nevertheless, 
if his distress was really as great as lie had 
described it, he would still contribute some- 
thing towards his relief ; and accordingly ha<l 
sent by the bearer five guineas for that pur- 
pose ; but desired him to take notice, that, m 
so doing, he laid himself under some diffi- 
culty. 

Rcnaklo’s grief and mortification at this 
disappointment were unspeakable: he now 
saw demolished the last screen betwixt him 
and the extremity of indigence and \\oc ; lie 
beheld the mistress of Ins soul abandoned to 
the bleakest scenes of poverty and want ; 
an^ ho deeply resented the lofty strain of 
the letter, by which ho conceived himself 
treated as a worthless spendthrift and im- 
portunate beggar. Though his purse was 
exhausted to tlio last shilling, tliough he was 
surrounded with necessities and demands, 
and know not how to provide another meal 
for his fair dependent, he, in opposition to all 
the suggestions and eloquence of Fathom, 
dispatched him with the money and .another 
billet, intimating, in the most respectful terms, 
that he approved of his friend’s new adop^ted 
maxim, which for the future lie should always 
t^ke care to remember ; and liiat lie had sent 
back the last instance of his bounty, as a 
proof how little he was disposed to incom- 
mode his benefactor. 

This letter, thougli sincerely meant, and 
written in a very serious mood, the gentle- 
man considered as an ungrateful piece of 
irony, and in that opinion complained to 
several persons of the count’s acquaintance, 
who unanimously exclaimed against him as 
a sordid, unthankful, and profligate knave, 
that abused and reviled those very people 
who had generously befriended him, when- 
ever they found it inconvenient to nourish 
his extravagance with further supplies. 

Notwithstanding these accumulated op- 
pressions, lie still persevered with fortitude 
in Ids endeavours to disentangle himself from 
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this maze of lllise^^ To those he was en- 
couraged by a letter which about this time 
he received from his sister, importing, that 
she had good reason to believe the real will 
of her father had been suppressed for certain 
sinister views; and desiring him to hasten 
his departure for Hungary, where he would 
still find some friends who were both able 
aiifl willing to support his cause. He had 
some trinkets lell ; the pawnbroker’s shop 
was still open ; and hitherto ho made shift to 
conceal from Alonimia the extent of his aflhc- 
tion. 

The money broker whom ho employed, 
after having amused him with a variety of 
schemes, which .served no other purpose than 
that of protracting hi.s own job, at length 
undertook to make him acquainted with a sot 
of moneyed men who had been very adven- 
turous in lending sums upon personal secu- 
rity ; he was therefore introduced to their 
club in till! most favourable manner, after 
the broker liad endeavoured to prepossess 
them separately with magnificent ideas of 
hiri family and fortune. Ry means of this 
anticipation he was received with a manifest 
relaxation of tliat seventy which people t»f 
this class mingle in their aspects to the world 
in gmienil ; and they even vied with each 
other in tlieir demonstrations of hospitality 
and respect; for every one in particular 
looked upon him as a young heir, who would 
bleed freely, and inorlgage at cent per cent. 

Ronaldo, buoyed up with these exterior 
civihtic.s, began to flatter himself with hopes 
ofsuccess, wlmdi, liowc\ cr, wore soon diccked 
by the nature of the conversation ; during 
which the chairman upbraided one of the 
lnellJho^^i in the open club for having once 
lent forty pounds upon slight security. The 
person accused alleged m his own defence, 
that the borrower was lus own kinsman, 
whose funds he knew tube sutlicient; that 
he had granted his bond, and been at the 
expense of insuring his life for the money; 
rod, in conclusion, had uiscliarged it to the 
da\; with nrcat punctuality. 'J’lieso allega- 
tions were not deemed exculpatory by the 
rest of tlie assembly, who with one voice 
pronounced him guilty of unwarrantable rash- 
ness and indiscretion, which in time coming 
must undoubtedly operate to the prejudice 
of Ins character and credit. 

Tins was a bitter declaration to the young 
count, who nevertheless endeavoured to ini- 
prove the footing he had gained among them, 
by courting their company, conforming to 
tlieir manners, and attentively listening to 
their discourse. When he had cultivated 
them with great assiduity for the space of 
some weeks, dined at their houses upon 
pressing invitations, and received repeated 
offers of service and friendship, believing that 
things were now ripe for the purpose, he one 
day, at a tavern to which he had invited him 
to dinder, ventured to disclose his situation 
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to him whoso countenance was the least 
unpromising ; and, as lie introduced the busi- 
ness with a proposal of borrowing money, Ik* 
perceived his eyes sparkle with n visible 
alacrity, from which he drew a happy presage. 
But, alas ! this was no morefliaii A transient 
gleam of sunshine, which was suddenly 
obumbrated by the sequel of his explanation, 
insomuch that, when thenieroliant understood 
the nature of the security, his visage was in- 
volved in a most disagreeable gloom, and 
his eyes distorted into a most hideous obli- 
quity of vision : indeed he squinted so horri- 
bly, that Ronaldo was amazed and almo.st 
affrighted at his look.s until h»* perceived 
that his distortion proceeded from eonoeni 
for a silver tobacco box which he had laid 
down by him on the table, atler having tilled 
his pipe. As the youth proeeeded to unfold 
his necessities, the other became gradually 
alarmed for this utensil, to which he darted 
his eyes askance in lliis prelornatural direc- 
tion, until he liad slily .secured it in his pocket . 
j Having made this sncce.ssful conveyaiicf', 
he shifted his eyes alternately from the young 
gentleman to the broker for a considerable 
pause, during which he in silence reproaclied 
the last for introducing such a beggarly varlel ' 
to his acquaintance; tlien faking the pifv* 
from his mouth, — “ Hir,” said he, addressing 
himself to count, “if I hadall the inclnia- 
tioii in the world to comply with your pro- 
po.«al, it i> really not in my power : my 
correspomlMits abroad have remitted .such ii 
number of bad bills of late, that all my run- 
ning cash has boon exhausted in supporlmg 
their credit. Mr Ferret, sure I am you were 
not ignorant of my situation ; and I’m not n 
little surpri.sed that you .should bring the 
gentleioan to mo on business of this kind : 
but, as the wise man observe.s, Bray a fool 
in a mortaTf and he'll never be wine'' So 
saying, with a most emphatic glance directed 
to the broker, ho rung tJie bell, and called 
ll>r the reckoning; when, finding that ho was 
to be liic guest of Ronaldo, he thanked him 
ilryly for his good cheer, and in an abrupt 
manner took himself away. 

Though bafllcd in this quarter, the young 
gentleman would not despair, but forthwith 
<nn ployed Mr Ferret in an application to 
another of the society, who, after having 
heard the terms of his commission, desired 
him to tell his principal that he could do 
nothing without the concurrence of iiis part - 
ner, who happened to be at that time in one 
of our American plantations : a third being 
solicited, excused himself on account of an 
oath which he had lately taken on the back 
of a considerable loss : a fburtli being tried, 
made answer that it was not in his way .* and 
a fifth candidly owned, that he never lent 
money without proper security. 

Thus the forlorn Rciialdo tried every ex- 
periment without success, and now. saw the 
last ray of hope e.xtinguished. Well nigh 
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destitute of present support, and encompassed 
with unrelenting duns, he was obliged to keep 
within doors, and seek some comfort in tlie 
conversation of his charming mistress and 
Jiis faithful friend ; yet even there he expe- 
rienced the extremost rigour of adverse fate. 
Every rap at the door alarmed him with the 
expectation of some noisy tradesman demand- 
ing payment. When he endeavoured to 
amuse himself with drawing, some unlucky 
feature of the occasional portrait recalled the 
image of an obdurate creditor, and made him 
tremble at the work of his own hands. When 
h.c fled for shelter to the flattering creation 
of fancy, some abhorred idea always started 
up amidst the gay vision, and dissolved the 
pleasing enchantment. Even the seraphic 
\oicc of Monimia had no longer power to 
compose the anxious tumults of his mind : 
every song she warbled, every time she 
played, recalled to his remembrance some 
scene of love and happiness elapsed, and 
overwhelmed his soul with the woful com- 
parison of past and present fate. lie saw all 
that was amiable and perfect in woman, all 
that he held most di'ar and sacred upon 
earth, tottering on the brink of misery, with- 
out knowing tlie danger of her situation, and 
found himself unable to prevent her fall, or 
oven to forewarn her of the peril ; for, ns we 
have already observed, his soul could not 
brook the I bought of communicating the 
tidings of distress to tlie tender-hearted 
Monimia. 


CHAPTER, XLV. 

lifnaUln^s distress deepens, and Fathorn^s 
plot thickens 

Such aggravated misfortune could not fail to 
afiert his temper and deportment : the con- 
tinual eflbrts ho made to conceal his vexation 
l)Toduced a manifest distraction in his be- 
liaviour and discourse. He began to be seized 
witli horror at the sight of poor Monimia, 
whom lie thcrefljre sliunned as much as the 
circumstances of their correspondence would 
allow ; and every evening he went forth alone 
to some solitary place, where he could, un- 
perceived, give a loose to the transports of 
his sorrow, and in silence meditate some 
means to liglilcn the burden of his woe. Ilis 
heart was some ' nes so savaged with despair, 
which rcprefecntea mankind as his inveterate 
enemies, that he entertained thoughts of de- 
nouncing w ar against the whole community, 
and supplying his own wants with the spoils 
lie should win ; at other times he was tempted 
with the desire of putting an end to his 
miseries and life together : yet these were 
but the transitory suggestions of temporary 
madness, that soon yielded to the dictates of 
reason. From the execution of the first he 
was restrained by his own notions of honour 


and morality ; and, from using the other ex- 
pedient, ho was deterred by his love for 
Monimia, together with the motives of philo- 
sophy and religion. 

• While in this manner he secretly nursed 
the worm of grief that preyed upon his vitals, 
the alteration in his countenance and conduct 
did not escape the eyes of that discerning 
young lady. She was alarmed at the change, 
yet afraid to inquire into the source of it ; 
for, being ignorant of his distress, she could 
impute it to no cause in which her happiness 
was not deeply interested. She had observed 
his strained complaisance and extraordinary 
emotion ; she had detected him in repeated 
attempts to avoid her compa?\v» and taken 
notice of his regular excursiuiis in the dark. 
These were alarming symptoms to a lover of 
her delicacy and pride : she strove in \ain to 
put the most favourable construction on what 
she saw ; and, finally, imputed tlie t'/Tects of 
his despondence to the alienation of his 
heart. Made miserable beyond expression 
by these suspicions, she imparted them to 
Pmhom, who, by this time, was in full pos- 
session of her confidence and esteem, and 
implored his advice touching her conduct in 
such a nice conjuncture. 

This artful politician, who rejoiced at the 
effect of her penetration, no sooner heard 
himself questioned on the subject, Iban lie 
gave tokens of surprise and confusion, signi- 
fying his concern to find she had discovered 
what (for the honour of Ins friend) ho wished 
had never come to liglit. His behaviour on 
this occasion confirmed her fatal conjecture ; 
and she conjured him, in the most pathetic 
manner, to tell her if ho thought Ronaldo’s 
heart had contracted any new engagement. 
At this question he started, with signs of ex- 
treme agitation, and, stifling an artificial 
sigh,-^“ Sure, madam,” said he, “ you can- 
not doubt the count's constancy — I am confi- 
dent — he is certainly — I protest, madam, I 
am so shocked” — 

Here he made a full paut^e, as if the con- 
flict between his integrity and his friendship 
would not allow him to proceed, and sum- 
moned the moisture into eitiier eye. “ Then 
are my doubts removed,” cried the afflicted 
Monimia : ” I see your candour in jthe midst 
of your attachment to Ronaldo ; and will no 
longer torment you with impertinent interro- 
gations and vain complaints.” With these 
words, a flood of tears gushed from her en- 
chanting eyes, and, she instantly withdrew 
into her own apartment, where she indulged 
her sorrow to excess. Nor was her grief 
iinanimated witli resentment. She was by 
birth, nature, and education, inspired with 
that dignity of pride which ennobles the hu- 
man heart ; and this, by the circumstance of 
her present dependence, was rendered ex- 
tremely jealous and susceptible ; insomuch 
that she could not brook the least shadow of 
indifference, much less an injury of &uch a 
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nature, from the man whom she had honoured 
with her affections, and for whom she bad dis- 
and deserted her farnijy and friends. 

Though her love was so unalterably fixed 
on this unliappy youtli, that, without the con- 
tinuation of reciprocal regard, lier life would 
ha\e become an unsnpportahlc burden, even 
amidst all the splendour of aiHuence and 
pomp \ and although she foresaw that, when 
ilia protection sliould cease, she must be left 
a wretched orphan in a foreign land, exposed 
to all the miseries of want ; yet such was the 
loftiness of her displeasure, that she disdained 
to complain, or even demand an explanation 
from the supposed author of her wrongs. 

While she continued undetormined m her 
purpose, and fluctuating on this sea of tor- 
ture, Fathom, believing that now was the 
season for working upon her passions, while 
they were all in commotion, bocamo, if possi- 
ble, more assiduous than ever about the fair 
mourner, modollcd hia features into a melan- 
choly cast, pretended to share her distress 
with the most emphatic sympathy, and en- 
deavoured to keep her resentment glowing 
by cunning insinuations, which, though ap- 
parently designed to apologise for his IViend, 
served only to aggravate the guilt of his per- 
fidy and dishonour. This pretext of friendly 
concern is the most effectual vehicle for tJie 
conveyance of malice and slander; and a 
manVs reputation is never so mortally st-abbed, 
as when t,he assassin begins with the pream- 
ble of, — “ For niy own part, I can safely say, 
that no man upon earth lias a greater regard 
for him than I have ; and it is with the uU 
most anguisli and concern that I see him 
misbehave in such a manner.” Then he 
proceeds to mangle his character; and the 
good-natured hearers, concluding he is even 
blacker than he is represented, on the sup- 
position 111 it the most atrocious circum- 
stances are softened or suppressed by the 
tenderness or friendship of the accuser, ex- 
claim, — “ (iood lack ! what a wretch he must 
be, when his best friends will no longer at- 
tempt to defend him !” Nay, sometimes these 
wolf- wishers undertake his defence, and trea- 
cherously betray the cause they have es- 
pou 8 »?d, by omitting the reasons that maybe 
urged m his vindication. 

Both these methods were practised by the 
wily Ferdinand, according to the predominant 
passion of Moniinia. When her indignation 
prevailed, ho expatiated upon his love and 
sincere regard for Ronaldo, which, he said, 
had grow n up from the cradle to such a de- 
gree of fervour, that he would willingly part 
with life for his advantage, lie shed tears 
for his apostacy ; but every drop made an 
indelible stain upon his character; and in 
the bitterness of his grief, swore, notwith- 
standing his fondness for Rcnaldo, w^hich had 
become a paYt of his constitution, that the 
young Hungarian deserved the most infamous 
destiny vfor having injured such perfection. 


At other limes, when -he found her molted 
into silent sorrow, he aflbetod to excuse the 
conduct of liis friend. He informed her, that 
the young gentleman’s temper had been un- 
even from his intaucy ; that frailty wms natural 
to man ; that ho might in time be reclaimed 
self-conviction ; he oven hinted, that she 
might have probably ascribed to inconstancy, 
what was really the oflcct of some chagrin 
which ho industriously concealed from his 
participation ; hut, when he found her dis- 
posed to listen to this last suggestion, ho 
destroyed the force of it, by recidlei'li ng 
the circumstances of his nocturnal ramhlo.s, 
which, he owned, would admit of !io faiour- 
able construction. 

By those means he blow the coals of her 
jealousy, and enhanced the value of his own 
character at the same time ; for she looked 
upon him as a mirror of Hiith and integrity ; 
and the mind Ix'iiig overcharged with \vin\ 
naturally seeks some confidant, upon w’hose 
sympathy it oan reposo itself: indeed his 
great aim was to make himself necessary to 
her affliction, and settle' a gossipping oorres- 
poadence, m the familiarity of which he 
hoped his purpose W'ould certainly bo an- 
swered. 

Yet the exertion of those talents W'as not 
limited to her alone. While he laid the>e 
trams for the hapless young lady, ho 
preparing snares of another kind for her un- 
suspecting lover, who (for tlie completion of 
his misery) jibout this time begun to perciuve 
marks of disquiet and displeasure in the 
countenance and deportment of liis udored 
Monimia ; for that young lady, in the midst 
of her grief, remembered her origin, and over 
her vexation affected to thrown veil of tran- 
quillity, which served only to give an air of 
disgust to her internal disturbance. 

Ronaldo, whoso patience and philosophy 
were barely sulflcient to bear the load of his 
ither evils, would have been quite over- 
whelmed with the additional burden of Mo- 
niinia’s woe, if it, had not assumed this ap- 
pearance of disesteem, which, a.s he knew 
he had not deserved it, brought his resent- 
ment to his assistance : yet this was but a 
wretched cordial to support him a^inst the 
lalcful reflections that assaulted' him from 
every quarter; it operated like those des- 
perate remedies, which, while they stimulate 
exhausted nature, help to destroy the vt’ry 
fundamentals of the constitution. He re- 
viewed his own conduct with the utmost 
severity, and could not recollect one circum- 
stance which could justly offend the idol of 
his soul. The more blamele.«i 8 ho appeared 
to himself in this examination, the less ex- 
cusable did her behaviour appear : he tasked 
his penetration to discover the cause of this 
alteration; he burned with impatience to 
know it ; his disceniment failed him, and he 
was afraid (though he knew not why) to de- 
mand an explanation. His thoughts w^ere bo 
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circumstanced, that he durst not even un- 
bosom himself to Fathom, though hia own 
virtue and friendship resisted those senti- 
iiiority tliat began to intrude upon his mind, 
with suggestions to the prejudice of our ad- 
\ enturer a fidelity. 

Nevertheless, unable to endure the tor- 
ments of such interesting suspense, he at 
length made an effort to expostulate with the 
fair orphan ; and in an abrupt address, the 
effect of his fear and confusion, begged to 
know if he had inadvertently done any thing 
to incur her displeasure. Monimia hearing 
herself bluntly accosted in this unusual strain, 
after repeated instances of his reserve and 
supposed inconstancy, considering tlie ques- 
tion as a fresh insult, and, summoning her 
whole pride to her assistance, replied, with 
affected tranquillity, or rather with an air of 
scorn, that she had no title to judge, neither 
did she pretend to condemn his conduct. This 
answer, so wide of, that tenderness and con- 
cern which had hitherto manifested itself in 
the disposition of his amiable mistress, de- 
prived him of all power to carry on the con- 
versation, and he retired with a low bow, 
fully convinced of his having irretrievably lost 
the place he had possessed in her affection ; 
for, to his imagination, warped and blinded 
by his misfortunes, her demeanour seemed 
fraught, not with a transient gleam of anger, 
which a respectful lover would soon have 
appeased, but with that contempt and in- 
difference which denote a total, absence of 
affection and esteem. She, on the other 
hand, misconstrued his sudden retreat ; and 
now they beheld the actions of each other 
through the false medium of prejudice and 
resentment. To such fatal misunderstand- 
ings the peace and happiness of whole 
families often fall a sacrifice. 


CHAPTER XLVr. 

Our adventurer becomes absolute in his 
power over the passions of his friend, 
and effects one half of his aim. 

Influenced by this dire mistake, the breasts 
of those unhappy lovers began to be invaded 
with the horrors of jealousy; the tender- 
hearted Monimia endeavoured to devour her 
griefs in silence ; she in secret bemoaned her 
forlorn fate without ceasing ; her tears flowed 
without intern sFion from night to morn, and 
from morn to night ; she sought not to know 
the object for which slie was forsaken ; she 
meant not to upbraid llie undoer ; her aim 
w'as to find a sequestered corner, in which 
she could indulge her sorrow; -whore she 
could brood over the melancholy remem- 
brance of her former felicity ; where she 
could recollect those happy scenes she had 
enjoyed under the wings of her indulgent 
parents, when her whole life was a revolu- 


tion of pleasures, and she was surrounded 
with affluence, pomp, and admiration ; where 
she could, unmolested, dwell upon the wretch- 
ed comparison between lier past and present 
condition, and paint every circumstance of 
her misery in the most aggravating colours, 
that they might make the deeper impression 
upon her mind, and the more speedily con- 
tribute to that dissolution for which she 
ardently wdshed, as a total release from woe. 

Amidst these pinings, she began to loathe 
all sustenance ; her cheeks grew wan, her 
bright eyes lost their splendour, the roses 
vanished from her lips, and her delicate limbs 
could hardly support their burden ; in a word, 
her sole consolation was limited to the pros- 
pect of depositing her sorrows in the grave ; 
and her only wish was to procure a retreat 
in which she might wait w'ltli resignation for 
that happy period. Yet this melancholy 
comfort she could not obtain without the 
advice and mediation of Fathom, whom she 
therefore still continued to see and consult. 
While these consultations were held, Re- 
naldo’s bosom was ravaged with tempests of 
rage and distraction. lie believed himself 
superseded in the affection of his mistress by 
some favoured rival, whose success rankled 
at his soul ; and though he scarce durst com- 
municate the suspicion to his own heart, his 
observation continually whispered to him 
that he was supplanted by his friend Fathom ; 
for Monimia was totally detached from the 
•onversation of every otJjor man, and ho had 
of late noted their intercourse with distem- 
pered eyes. 

These considerations sometimes trans- 
ported him to such a degree of frenzy, that 
he was tempted to sacrifice them botli as 
traitors to gratitude, friendship, and love ; 
but such deliriums soon vanisliod before his 
honour and humanity. He would not allow 
himself to think amiss of Ferdinand, until 
some undoubted mark of his guilt should 
appear ; and this was so far from being the 
case, that hitherto there was scarce a pre- 
sumption. On the contrary (said he to him- 
self), 1 am hourly receiving proofs ot'his 
sympathy and attachment : not but that ho 
may be the innocent cause of my mishap : his 
superior qualifications may have attracted 
the eye, and engaged the heart, of that in- 
constant fair, without his being sensible of 
the victory he has won ; or, perhaps, shocked 
at the conquest he hath unwillingly made, 
he discourages her advances, tries to reason 
down her unjustifiable passion, and in the 
mean time conceals from me the particulars, 
out of regard to my happiness and quiet. 

Under cover of these favourable conjec- 
tures, our adventurer securely prosecuted his 
scheme upon the unfortunate Monimia. He 
dedicated himself wholly to her service and 
conversation, except at those times when his 
company was requested by Renaldo, who 
now very seldom exacted his attendance : in 
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his ministry about the person of the beaute- 
ous orplian, this cunning incendiary mingled 
such awful regard, such melting compassion, 
as I ffectually screened him from the suspi- 
cion of treachery, while he widened the fatal 
broacli between her and her lover by the most 
diabolical insinuations. Ho represented his 
fre ed as a voluptuary, who gratiHcd his own 
appetite without the least regard to honour 
or conscience ; and with a show of mlinite 
reluctance, imparted some anecdotes of his 
sensuality, which he had feigned for the pur- 
pose ; then he would exclaim in an affected 
transport, — “ Gracious Heaven ! is it possi- 
ble for any man who has the least title to 
perception or humanity to injure such inno- 
cence and perfection ! for my own part, had 

I been so undeservedly happy- heaven and 

earth ! forgive my transports, madam, I can- 
not help seeing and admiring such divine 
attractions. I cannot help resenting your 
wrongs ; it is the cause of virtue I espouse ; 
it ought to be the cause of every lionest man.” 

lie had often repeated such apostrophes 
as these, which she ascribed to nothing else 
than sheer benevolence and virtuous indig- 
nation, and he actually began to think lie had 
made some impression upon her heart ; not 
that he now entertained the hope of an irn- 
iiieiliatc triumph over her chastity. The 
more he contemplated her cliaractcr, the 
more dilHrult the conquest seemed to be : he 
therefore altered his plan, and resolved to 
carry on his operations under the shelter of 
honourable proposals, foreseeing that a wife 
of her qualifications, if properly managed, 
would turn greatly to the account of the hus- 
nand ; or, ifher virtue shoulil prove refractory, 
tliat he could at any time rid himself of the 
incunibraucc, by decamping without boat of 
drum, after he should be cloyed with pos- 
session. 

Elevated by these expectations, he one 
day, in the midst of a preconcerted rhapsody, 
importing that he could no longer conceal 
the fire that preyed upon his lieart, threw 
himself on his knees before the lovely mourner, 
and Imprinted a kiss on her fair hand. Though 
he did not presume to take this liberty till 
atlcr such preparation as ho thought had 
altogether extinguished her regard for Melvil, 
and paved the way for his own reception in 
room of that discarded lover, he had so far 
overshot his mark, that Monimia, instead of 
favouring his declaration, started up, andj 
retired in siloucc. her checks glowing with 
shame, and her eyes gleaming with indigna- 
lion. 

Ferdinand no sooner recovered from the 
confusion produced by this unexpected re- 
pulse, than he saw the necessity of coming 
to a speedy determination, lest the oftended 
fair one should appeal to Renaldo, in which 
case they might be mutually undeceived, to 
his utter shame and confusion : he therefore 
resolved to deprecate her anger by humble 
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supplications, and by protesting, that, what- 
ever tortures he nnglit sufler by repressing 
his sentiment.^, she should never again be 
offended wirh a dc'claratiori of his passion. 

Having thus appeased the gentle Monimia, 
and discovered that, in spite of her iTsent- 
rnent, his friend still kept po.<sessioii of her 
heart, ho determined to work an offeclunl 
separation, so as that the young lady, being 
utterly deserted bj^‘ MolviK should bo lell* 
altogether in his power. With this Christian 
intention, he began to sadden Ins visage with 
a double shade of pensive meluncholy in the 
presence of Ronaldo, to trifle a succession 
of involuntary sighs, to answer fnun the pur- 
pose, to bo incoherent in his iliscourse, and, 
in a word, to act the part of a person wra]>l 
up in sorrowful cogitation. 

Count Melvil, soon as he perceived these 
symptoms, very kindly inquired into the cause 
of them, and was not a little alarmed to hear 
the artful and evasive answers of Ferdinand, 
wlio, without disclosing the source of Ins 
disquiet, earnestly begged leave to retire into 
some other corner of the world. Roused by 
this entreaty, tlic 1 fuiigarian’s jealousy awoke, 
and with violent agitation he exclaimed, — 
<‘Theu are my fears too true — my dear 
Fathom, I comprehend the meaning of your 
request. I have for sometime perceived a 
host of horrors approaching from lliat quarter. 

1 know your w'orth and honour. I depend 
upon your friendship, and conjure you, by all 
the tics of jt, to free me at once from the 
most miserable ‘suspense, by owning you have 
involuntarily captivated the heart of that 
unhappy maiden.” 

To this solemn irfterrogation ho made no 
reply ; but, shedding a flood of tears (of which 
he had always a magazine at command), he 
repeated his desire of withdrawing, and took 
God to witness, that what lie proposed was 
solely fi>r the quiet of his hoiiouri^d patron 
and beloved friend. Enoiigli,” cried the 
unfortunate Renaldo, “ tlio measure of my 
woc.s is now filled up.” So saying, ho fcil 
backwards in a swoon, from wliicli he was 
with difficulty recovered to the scnsatii>n of 
the most exquisite torments. During this 
paroxysm, cur adventurer nursed him witli 
infinite care and tenderness ; ho exhorted 
him to summon all his fortitude to his assisu 
anco ; to remember his forefathers, and exert 
himself in the imitation of their virtues ; to 
fly from those bewitching cliarms which iiarl 
enslaved his better part ; to retrieve his jicuco 
of mind, by reflecting on the inconstancy and 
ingratitude of woman ; and amuse his imagi- 
nation in the pursuit of honour and glory. . 

After these admonitions, he abused his oars 
with a forged detail of the gradual advances 
made to him by Monimia, and the stops he 
had taken to discourage lier addresses, and 
re-establish her virtue; poisoning the mind 
of that credulous youth to such a degree, 
that, in all probability, he would have put a 
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filial period to Jiis ftwn existence, had not 
Fiithoifi found means to allay the rage of his 
ecstasy, by the cunning arrangement of op. 
posito considerations. He set his pride 
against his love, he opposed his resentment 
to ijis sorrow, and his ambition to his despair. 
Notwithstanding the balance of power so 
settled among these antagonists, so violent 
were the shocks of their successive conflicts, 

' that his bosom fared like a wretched province, 
harassed, depopulated, and laid waste, by 
two fierce contending armies. From this 
moment his life was nothing but an alterna- 
*tion of starts and reveries : he wept and raved 
by turns, according to the prevailing gust of 
passion ; food became a stranger to his lips, 
and sleep to his eyelids ; he could not support 
the presence of Moniinia ; lier absence in- 
creased the torture of his pangs ; and when 
he met her by accident, he started back with 
horror, like a traveller wlio chances to tread 
upon a snake. 

The poor afllictcd orphan, worn to a siiadow 
with scif-consiuning anguish, eager to find 
some lowly retreat, where she could breathe 
out her soul in peace, and terrified at the 
frantic behaviour of Relialdo, communicated 
to Fathom Ikt desire of removing ; and begged 
that lie would take a small picture of her 
fathor, decorated with diamonds, and convert 
tluMii into money, for the expense of her sub- 
sistence. This was the last pledge of her 
funily, which she had received from her 
mother, who had preserved it ^ii the midst 
of numberless distresses ; and no other species 
of iiusory but that which she groiiiiod under 
could have prevailed iipon the daughter to i 
part with it : but, exclusive of other motives, 
the very imago itself, hy recalling to her 
mind the honours of her name, upbraided her 
wilii living in dependence upon a man who 
had treated her with sueli indignity and iii- 
gratitutki ; besides, she fluttered herself with 
the hope that she should not long survive the 
loss of this testimonial. 

Our adventurer, with many professions of 
s(MTow and mortification at liis ov^ni want of 
rapacity to prevent siicli an alienation, un- 
dertook to dispose of it to the best advantage, 
and tn provide her with a cheap and retired 
^ apartment, to which he would conduct her 
in safety, thougij at the hazard of his life. 
In the inoanlime, however, ho repaired to 
liis friend Renahlo; and, after having admo- 
nished him to ann his soul witJi patience and 
philosophy, dc< I n K that Mot^iinia's guilty 
passion for hnn^tlf could no longer be kept 
within boatida ; that she had conjured him in 
the most prc'^sing manner, to assist her in 
escaping from a housx. which she considered 
as the worst of dungemis, bt'causo she was in 
it daily exposed to the sight and company 
of a man whom she deteste»l ; and lliat she 
had bribed him to compliance with her re- 
quest, not only with repeated promises of 
eternal love and submission, but also with 


the picture of her father set with diamonds, 
wliich she had hitherto reserved as the last 
and greatest testimony of her affection and 
esteem. 

With these words he presented the fatal 
pledge to the eyes of the astonished youtli, 
upon whom it operated like the poisonous 
sight of the basilisk ; for, in an instant, the 
whole passions of his soul were in tlie most 
violent agitation. “ Wliat !” cried he, in an 
ecstasy of rage, is she so abandoned to 
perfidy, so lost to shame, so damned to con- 
stancy, to gratitude, and virtuous loyc, as to 
meditate the means of leaving me witliout 
decency, witliout rOmorsi* ! to forsake me in 
my adversity, when rny hapless fortune can 
no longer flatter the pride and vanity of her 
expectation ! O woman ! woman ! woman ! 
what simile shall 1 find to illustrate the cha- 
racter of the sex ? But I will not have r»*- 
coiirse to vain complaints and feeble OAcia- 
niations. By Heaven ! she shall not escape ; 
she shall not triumph in her levity ; she shall 
not exult in my distress : no ! 1 will ratlier 
sacrillco her to iny just rcsoiitment, to the 
injured powers of love and friendsliip. 1 
will act the avenging minister of Heaven ! I 
will mangle that fair bosom, which contains 
so false a heart ! 1 will tear her to })ieceN. 
and scatter tj;osp beauteous linjbs, as a prey 
to the beasts of the field iind the fowls of 
the ait V* 

Fathom, who expected tins storm, far from 
attempting to oppose its progress, waited 
with patience until its first violence was over- 
blown ; then, assuming an iiir of condolence, 
animated w’ it h that resolution which a friend 
ought to maintain on such occasions, — “ 
dear count, said lie, “ I am not at all silifri 
prised at your emotion, because I know what 
a heart, susceptible a.s yours, must feci from 
the apostacy of one who has reigned so long 
the object of your love, admiration, and 
esteem. Your endeavours to drive her from 
your thoughts must create an agony much 
more severe than Unit which divorces th<‘ 
soul from the body. Nevertheless, 1 am so 
confident of your virtue and your manlioud, 
as to foresee, tliat you will allow tlic frail 
Moniinia to execute that resolution vvliicli 
she hath so unwisely taken, to withdraw her- 
self from your love a.id protection. Believe 
me, my best friend iiml benefactor, this is a 
step, in consciiucnce of wliich you will in- 
felhbly retrieve your peace of mind, Tt may 
cost you many bitter pung.'^, it may probe 
your wounds to the quick ; but those pangs 
will be soothed by tJie gentle and salutary 
wing of time, and that probing will rouse you 
to a duo sense of your own dignity and im- 
portance, whicli w'lll enable you to convert 
your attention to objects far more worthy of 
your contemplation. All the hopes of hap- 
piness you had cherished in the possession 
of Monimia are now irrecoverably blasted : 
her heart is now debased beneath your con- 
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«iiieratioa ; iier iovo is, wlt'iout all doubt, 
oxtinguisliofl, aiid bcr honour iiTolnex^ably 
lost : iiistjMiufii, that were she to pro!r.‘>s 
sorrow for her indij^erotii*!!, an«l implore your 
Ihr^ivoiioas, v. dli the most poleiiiu pruinises 
of ro;rar(lm<T you for the futu!*(^ with unallor- 
a()le fid«‘hty,und alVeelion, \ou ouohi not to 
restore her to that pUico in your lieart v^ hieh 
i‘iie liath so mr/.viily forleitt'd, hecfau-e you 
<*oald iioL at. the same time reinstate her in 
the possession of that delieato esteem, with- 
out winch there is no harmony, no rapture, 
no true enjoyment in love. No, my dear 
Ilenaldo, expcd the unworthy tenant friuii 
your bosom ; allow Jier to fill ufi llio meiiniiro 
<d* her juo;ratitu(le, by desert iinf iu r lover, 
fnend, and benefactor. Your "lory demands 
her di.sniission ; the world will iip[daiid your 
^(enerosity, and your ow’n heart approve of 
your conduct ; so disinouinberetl, let us exert 
oursedves once more in promotiii:f your de- 
parture from this island, that you may rovi.Mt 
yo.ij fatlier’s house, do jusIumjj to yoiirseif 
ami amiahle sister, and take vengeance on 
the author of your wromrs ; then dedicate 
yourself to t^Iory, in imitation of your re- 
nowtied auceslord, and (lourish in the favour 
of 3'our unpenal patron.” 

'J’heso remonstranees lind such an ctmcl 
upon the I (uiupariaii, that lu‘i face w as lighted 
up with a transient j^loain of satisfietion. 
IJo embraced Ferdmaud with y;reat *iirdour, 
talliii" iiim his pride, his Mentor, his 
^joiiius, and entreated him to 'jralify the in- 
idinatioii of that licklo (-•reature sf> ftr, a.; to 
convey her to another lod;fin«r, upbaiit loss 
of time, whih lie would, by ab‘-entin/,^ Jiirii- 
f-.olf, favour tiioir retreat. 

Our hero ha obtained tins m’rmission, 
went imnicdnitely to the skii's oi’ the town, 
v.diere ho Jiad proviou.'-iy l)^^'^p^»!^cn a small, 
lliou^li neat, aparteicnt, at tiie Iioumj of an 
old woman, widow of a Fnuicli rofuL,%*e. lie 
Jjad already reconnoitred the {rroiind, by 
soundm;^ his landlady, from wimse poverty 
and cumjdaisuiicc he loimd reason to expert 
all sorts of freedom and opportunity /or the 
aLc.*ornplishment of his aim upon .Mouiinia's 
person. The room bein|;( prepared for her 
reception, he returned to that discon.-=olato 
beauty, to whom he presented ton ffiiiueris, 
wliich he pretemled to have raised by plcd^- 
iilij the picture, tliouj^h he lilmsolf acted as 
the pawnbroker on tliis occasion, for a very 
plain and obvious reason. 

The fair orphan \va.s overjoyed to find her 
wish po speedily accomplished : slic^forthwitlj 
packed up her necessaries in a trunk : and 
a hackney coach was called iu the dusk of 
the eveninfj, in which she embarked with her 
batrtrajre and conductor. 

Yet she did not leave the habitation of 
Renaldo without resfret. Tn the instant of 
parting, the idea of that unfortunate youth 
was associated with eveH well-known object 
that psesented itself to her eyes; not- as an 
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mconcitant, uiigeuerous?, and perjuroil swain, 
but as till: accomplished, the virUioubV the 
niellcjjr lovor, who had captivated h(?T virgin 
heart. .A.s FaLln>m led Iior to t!m door, sue 
was met by Keiiahlo's dog, which )iad long 
been her favoiivite. and the jioor animal fawn- 
mg upon her iis siie p.-iv-sed, her heart was 
overw helmed with sm-h « gush of tenderness, 
lh.it a llood of ti'ats sireameil down her. 
cheeks, and she had well iiiglisiiuk upon the^ 
lloor. 

Ferdiuaiul, (lonsidcriug ilu.s emotion as the 
lasttrihuU? she would pay to Kcnaldo, hurried 
her into the coach, where slie b via n’coverod 
her composure ; and m a litt!-' time )k‘ usher- 
ed licr into the house of Madame la Mer, by 
whom she was received with great, cordiality, 
and condiicU?d to her apartment, w.th which 
she found no oIIkt f.iui! than tli.it of its being 
loo good for one in her forlorn slluutioii. 
Here, while tiie tear of griPitude started iu 
eilhe.r eye, she thanked our mlvenlurer for 
Ills benevolence and kind concerji, aj-suring 
him, that she would no* fail thiily to hfiseecli 
t!ie Most to shower down blessings 

upon liim, as the orphan’s friend and })r<»- 
tertor. 

Fathom was not dcticimil m tlio.se ex- 
pres.sions that were best ailuptml to h(*r pre- 
sent turn of mind, lie observed, that what, 
lie had don<‘ was m obedience to the dictatea 
of common hum.-mity, winch would have 
prompted imu to assist any fe I low-creature 
111 distrc"-.-' * init that her peculiar virtue and 
(lualiticatioiis vvcTe .«ucli ‘is ehallcngeil the 
utmo.4 exertion of his laculUes ni hf‘r sor- 
vic^^ Ho that surely llcnveii had not 
created suoli perfection iu vain ; that, she was 
destined to rccL*i\e as well ns tf> commiiiii- 
calo hrifipmess ; and that, the Providence, 
wlii.n’i she .’-o piini.'-ly achm'd, would not lad, 
in diie se,nso*i,Ji» rais** her from ilislres^s and 
alHiotionlo that lionoiir and feii<-ity for Vidnch 
she was cert » inly ordained. In tla* mi .in 
time, Ii" (!iitreat(‘d lier to (hipeiid uijon his 
service and fidelity; and the art-.-hi of h(‘r 
board being setlleil, he left her to tiie com- 
jiany and consolation of her (liscria I Im.-^tess, 
who soon insinuated herself into the good 
opinion of her beauteous lodger. 

While our hero was employed in this 
transaction, Ronaldo sallied forth in n sort 
of intoxicatuMi, winch Fathoufs adinonition.s 
had inspired ; and, repairing to a certain 
noted coficc-hoiise, engaged at chess with an 
old French refugee, that his attention, by 
being otiierwise employed, might not stray 
towards that fatal obp'ct which lie ardently 
wished to forget. Rut, unluckily for him, he 
had scan*e p^•r^o^med three moves of llio 
game, when his car,*? wore exposed to a 
dialogue between two yoimg gentlemen, onie 
of whom a.skod the other if lie would go and 
see the Orpiian acted at one of the theatres ; 
observing^ as a farther inducement, that the 
part of Aloniinia would be performed by a 
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young gtuitlovi'oman who had uevor appeared 
on the stage. At mention of that name, 
Ronaldo started ; for, though it did not pro- 
perly belong to his orphan, it was the ap- 
j}ollarion by which she had been distinguished 
tner since her separation from her father’s 
})ou.se, and therefore it recalled her to his 
imagination in the most interesting point of 
view. Though he endeavoured to expel the 
‘ image by a closer a])p1ication to his play, 
every now and then it intruded upon his 
fancy, and at each return made a stronger 
impression ; so that he found himself in the 
situalioii of an unfortunate bark stranded 
upon some hidden rock, which, when the 
wind begins to blow, fools every succeeding 
wave more boisterous than the former, until, 
with irr(3sistible fury, they surmount her deck, 
.‘^weep every thing before them, and dash her 
all to pieces. 

The refugee had observed his first emotion, 
which he attributed to an unforeseen ad- 
vantage lie himself had gained over the Hun- 
garian ; but seeing him in the se(juel bite his 
lip, roll hia eyes, groan, writhe his body, 
ejaculate incoherent curses, and neglect his 
game, the huguenot concluded that he was 
mad, and being seized with terror and dis- 
may, got up, and scampered oil', without 
ceremony or hesitation. 

Mclvil, thus left to the horrors of his own 
tliought, wliich tortured him with the appre- 
liensioii of losing Monimia for ever, could no 
longer combat that suggestion, b?it ran home- 
wards with all the speed he could exert, in 
order to prevent her retreat. Wlien he 
crossed the threshold, ho was struck with 
such a damp of presaging fear, tliat ho durst 
not in person approach her apartment, nor 
oven, by quoslioniug the servant, inform him- 
self of the particulars he wauteil to know : 
yet his suspense becoming more insupport- 
able* than his fear, ho rualK’d from room to 
room in quest of that which was not to be 
found ; and, seeing Moniinia’s chamber door 
open, entered the deserted temple in a state 
of detraction, calling aloud upon her' name. 
All was silent, solitary, and w'oful. “ She is 
gone!” ho cricJ, shedding a flood of tears, 
“ she is lor ever lost, and all my hopes of 
happiness arc fled !” 

So saying, ho sunk upon that couch on 
wliich Monuica had oft reposed, and aban- 
doned himself to all the excess of grief and 
despondence. In this deplorable condition 
he was found bj mr adventurer, who gently 
chid him for his want of resolution, and again 
repelled Ins sorrow, by arousing his resent- 
ment against the innocent cause of his dis- 
quiet, having befor'haiid forged the particu- 
lars of provocation. “ Is it possible,” said 
ho, **lhat Renaldo can still retain the least 
sentiment of regard for a fickle woman, by 
whom ho has been so ungratefully forsaken, 
and so unjustly scorned! Is it possible he 
can be so disturbed by the loss of a creature 


who is herself lost to all virtue and decorum ? 
Time and reflection, my worthy friend, will 
cure you of that inglorious malady ; and the 
future misconduct of that imprudent damsel 
will doubtless contribute to the recovery of 
our peace. Her behaviour at leaving the 
ousc where slie had received sc^inany marks 
of tlie most delicate alfection, was in all re- 
spects so opposite to honour and decency, 
that 1 could scarce refrain from telling her I 
was shocked at her deportment, oven while 
she loaded me with protestations of love. 
When a woman’s heart is once depraved, 
she bids adieu to all restraint ; she preserves 
no measures. It was not simply contempt 
which she expressed for Renaldo; she seems 
to resent, his being able to live under her dis- 
dain; and that resentment stoops to objects 
unworthy of indignation. Even your dog 
was not exempted from the eflecls of her 
displeasure ; for, in her passage to the door, 
she kicked the poor animal as one of your 
dependents ; and, in our way to the apart- 
ment I had provided for her, she entertained 
me with a ludicrous comment upon the man- 
ner in which you first made her acquainted 
with your passion. All that modesty of car- 
riage, all tliat chastity of roiiversatioii, all 
that dignity of grief, which she knew so wbll 
how to affect, is now entirely laid aside, and, 
when I quitted her, she seemed the most gay, 
giddy, *and impertinent of her sex.” 

“ Gracious powers !” exclaimed Reynaldo, 
starting from tlie couidi, “ I am under the 
delusion of a dream, or tire those things 
really so as my friend lias represented them ! 
Such a total and sudden degeneracy is ama- 
zing ! is monstrous and unnatural !” ” Such, 
my dear count,” replied our hero, “ is the 
caprice of a female heart, fickle as the wind, 
uncertain as a calm at sea, fixed to no princi-. 
pie, but swayed by every fantastic gust of 
passion or of whim. Congratulate yourself, 
therefore, iny friend, upon your happy de- 
liverance from such a domestic plague, upon 
the voluntary exile of a traitor from your 
bosom : recollect th(3 dictates of your duty, 
your discretion, and your glory, ami think 
upon the lionours and elevated enjoyment for 
which you arc ceriamly ordained. To-night 
let us over a cheerful bottle anticipate your 
success, and to-morrow I will accompany you 
to the house of an usurer, who, I am inform- 
ed, fears no risk, provided twenty per cent 
be given, and the borrower’s life insured. 

CHAPTER XLVII. 

The art of horrowinff further explained^ 
and an account of a strange phenomenon. 

In this manner did the artful incendiary work 
upon the passions of the credulous, unsus- 
pecting Hungarian, ^vho pressed him to his 
breast with tJie most cordial expres^ous of 
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friendship, caliiniy him his ^lardian, liis sa- 
viour, his second father, and gave himself up 
wholly to his advice. * 

Next morning, according to the plan they 
had laid over night, they repaired to a tavern 
in the neighhourliood of the person to whom 
our adventurer had been directed, and were 
fortunate enough to find him in the house, 
transacting a money affair with a young gen- 
tleman, who treated him with his morning’s 
whet. 

That affair being negotiated, he adjourned 
into another room with Renaldo and his com- 
panion, who wore not a little surpri.sed to 
lias minister of Pliitus in the sljiipo of a young 
sprightly beau, trimmed up in all the foppery 
of the fashion ; for they had hitherto alw'ays 
associated with the idea of a usurer old age 
and rusty apparel. After divers modish 
congees, he begged to know to w’liat he 
should aftributo the honour of their message, 
when Ferdinand, who acted the orator, told 
him, that his friend (.'ount Melvil, liuving i 
occasion for a sum of money, had been di- 
rected to a gontleiiian of his name, — “and I 
suppose,” addl'd he, “ you are the son of the 
person with whom the aflair is to be nego- 
tiated,” 

“Sir,” saidtliis maitre with asmikS 
“ I perceive you are surprised to see one of 
my profession in the appearance of a gentle- 
man ; and perhaps your wonder will nofeease, 
when I tell you, that my education was libe- 
ral, and that 1 once had tlio honour to boar a 
commission in the British army. I was in- 
deed a first lieutenant of marine^', : ed will 
venture to say, that no olTiccr in Ih * ticrvice 
was more delicate than myself in observing 
all the punctilios of honour. 1 entertained 
the utmost contempt for all the trading part 
of the nation, and suflered myself tube run 
through the body in a duel, rather than roll 
w'itli a brother lieutenant, who was a broker’s 
son ; hut, thank Heaven ! 1 have long ago 
conquered all those ridiculous prejudices. I 
soon observed that, without ninncy, there 
was no respect, honour, or con veil ieiice, to 
bo itcqnircd in life ; that wealth amply sup- 
plied the want of wit, merit, and pedigree, 
liaving intinence and pleasure ever at com- 
mand ; and that the world never failed to 
worsliij) the flood of aflluence, without ex- 
amining the dirty channels through which it 
commonly flowed. 

“ At the end of the war, finding my ap- 
pointments reduced to two shillings and four- 
pence per day, and being addicted. to plea- 
sures which I could not possibly purchase 
from such a fund, I sold my half-pay for tw'O 
lumdrcd pounds, which 1 lent upon bond to a 
yoiuig officer of the same regiment, on con- 
dition that he should insure his life, and re- 
store one fourth part of the sum by way of 
premium. I happened to be lucky in this 
first essay ; for the borrower, having in six 
weeks oxpended the monev, made an e.xcur- 
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sion on !ht* liighway. was apprehended, tried, 
convicted of felony, and cut his own throat, 
to prevent the shame of a public execution : 
so that his bond was discharged by tlio in- 
surers. 

“ In short, gentlemen, w hen I engagc'd in 
this business, 1 detonnined to carry it on with 
such spirit as wouhl eithonnake my fortune, 
or entirely ruin me in a little time ; and hith- 
erto my endeavours have been tolerably suc- 
cessful. Nor do 1 think my proceedings a 
wdiit more criminal or iinjnsl than those of 
other merchants, who strive to turn their 
I money to the best account. The commodity 
! 1 deal 111 is cash, and it is my tiii'-iness to soil 
it to the best advantage. A liOiKl«)n taotor 
sends a cargo of goods to market, and if ho 
gt'ta two hundred per cent upon the sale, ho 
is commended for indnstry and address. If 
I sell muiioy for one fourth part of tliat ])roIit, 
certain persons will In* so inijiist ns to cry, 
shnino upon me, for taking sncJi advanliigo 
•>f my ni'ighbour’s distress, not considering 
that the trader look four times the same 
advantage of those people who bought his 
cargo, though liis risk was not half so great 
as mine, and although the money I sold per- 
haps retrieved the borrower from the very 
jaws of destruction ; for example, it w’as but 
yesterday I saved a worthy man from being 
arrested for a sum of money, for which he* 
had bailed a friend who treacherously left 
him ill the lurch ; as he did not foresee wliat 
would happen, he had made no provision for 
the deiiniml, and Iiis sphere of life secluding 
him from all sorts of moneyed intercourse, he 
could not raise the cash by bis credit in the 
usual way of borrovvmg; so that, without my 
assistance, he must have gone to jail ; a dis- 
grace which would have proved fatnl to the 
peace of his finnily, and utterly mined liis 
reputation. Nay, that very young gentleman 
from whom I am inst now parted, will, in all 
probability, he iiulcbtod to me for a very gen- 
tf^el livelihood. He had obtaimfd the abso- 
lute promise of being provided for by a great 
man, who sits at the holm of affitirs in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom ; but being destitute of all 
other resources, he could not have equipped 
himself for the voyage, in order to ‘profit by 
his lordship’s intention, imlc’.ss I had enabled 
him to pursue hie good fortune.” 

Renaldo was not a little pleased to hear 
tliiB harangue, to which Fathom replied, with 
manv florid encomiums upon the nsun'r’s 
good sense and humane disposition ; tlieii he 
ei^laincd the errand of his friend, which wa.s 
to borrow three hundred pounds, in order to 
retrieve his inheritance, of which he had 
been defrauded in his absence. 

“ Sir,” said the lender, addressing himself 
to Count MclviJ, “ 1 protend to have acquired 
by experience some skill in physiognomy; 
and though tlicre are some faces so deeply 
disguised as to baffle all the penetration of 
our art, tliere are others in which the heart 
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appears with /'Uch naiavlricss t/f ujtegnty, a« 
at once fi> rocoinmoiid it to our fjood wiiJ. 
T own }<>ur couiileniincc prcpohsesi-os me in 
your fiivour ; and you shall be !iccornino<lato<l, 
upon those terms frornwliieh I no^ er deviate, 
provided you can find ytroprr security that 
you shall not quit the Uritisli dominions, for 
that with rnc is a condition ^inn qua non.*' 

'J'his was a very d'sa^reeiihle clechiration 
to Renaldo, wJio raudidly owned, that, us 
his coneorns lay upon the contjniml, his pur- 
pose was to leave En*:liiiid without delay. 
The usurer professed himself sorry that it 
wuo not in his power to oblij'e him ; and, in 
order to prevent any liirther importunity, 
assured them, he had laid it down as a maxim, 
from W'liich he would never sw^erve, to avoid 
all dealin<(s with people whom (if need should 
be) ho could not sue by the laws of this realm. 

Thus the intervention of one unlucky and 
unforeseen circumsf ance blasted in an instant 
the buddin^r hopes of Mclvil, who, while hia 
Visaj^e exhibited the most sorrowful disap- 
pointment, bof^f^ed to know if there was any 
pijrson of his acquaintance who miglit be less 
sornpiilous in that particniur. 

The yonii^r jrentlenuin directed them to 
another member of his profession, and, wish- 
ing them success, took his leave with great 
form and complaisance. This instance of 
]»olilcnosa was, however, no more than a 
shift to disengagi* himself the more en.sily 
from their entreaties ; for, when the case was 
opened to the aec<»nd usurer, he blessed hiin- 
l elf from such customers, nntl dismi.^sed them 
with the most mortifying and boorish refusal. 
^^)twilllstanding these repulses, Renaldo 
resolved to make one desperate push ! and, 
without allowing himself the least respite, 
solicited, one )»y one, not fewer than fifteen 
pensoms who dealt in tlii.s kind oftratTic, and 
his projHwiils w'ert^ rejected by each. At la.st, 
thtigiic'd by tlie toil, ami exasperated at ihi; 
ill success of ins (‘.xpeJitioii, ami lailf mad 
with the recollection of his fiiuiiioes, which 
were now drained to halllti-crown, — “ Since 
we have nothing to exjiect,” cried he, “ from 
the favour of (^h-istians, let us have recourse 
to the diJriccndaiits of dudah. Though they 
lie under the general nqiroach of nation-s as 
a piM)j)lo dead to virtue and lienevolencc, and 
wlioUy devoted to a\arico, fraud, and extor- 
tion, the inast savage of tlieir tribe cannot 
treat me with more barbarity of indifference, 
than T have exporieuced among those wdio 
are the anlhm ■: i . thf»ir reproacli.” 

Altliougii Fatiiom hiol.ed upon this proyfb- 
sal as an extra vagiod jymidom of despair, he 
aflected to approve of llie scheme, and en- 
couraged Renaldo with the hope of succeed- 
ing in another qiin Tier, even if this expedition 
filioiild fiiil; for by this time our adventurcr 
ivds half resolved to export him at his own 
charge, rather than he sliouiu much longer 
restricted in bis designs upon Monimia. 

Meunvvhihj, being resolved to try the ex- 


periment upon the children of Israel, they 
betook theiMselvcB to the house of a rich Jew, 
whose wealih they considered as a proof of 
his rapaciousness ; and, being admitted into 
his coiinting-hou.se, they found him in the 
midst of half a dozen clerks, when Renaldo, 
in his imagination, likened him unto a minis- 
ter of darkness surronnded by h:s familiars, 
and planning schemes of misery to bo exe- 
cuted upon the hapless sons of men. In 
spite of these suggestions, which were not 
at all mitigated by the forbidding aspect of 
tlic Hebrew, lie deiniuuled a private audience; 
and, being ushered into another apartment, 
he explained his business with manifest marks 
of disorder amf alTliction. liidoi'd liis confu- 
sion was in some measure owing to the looks 
of the Jew, who, in the midst of his exordium, 
pulled down his eye-brows, which were sur- 
prisingly black and bushy, so :is, in appear- 
ance, totally to extinguish iiis visagfj, though 
he was all the time ohsorvirig our youth fioiii 
behind those almost impenetrable thickets. 

Melvil having signified his request, “Young 
gentleman,*’ said I lie Israelite, with a most 
discordant voice, “ what in tlie name of good- 
ness could induce you to come to me upon 
such an errand ? Did you ever hear that I 
lent money to strangers without security^” 
“ No,” replied Renaldo, “ nor did I believe 
I sliould profit by my ap))licution : hut niy 
aftairs are desperate ; and my proposals hav- 
ing been rejected by every (Christian to whom 
they wore ollered, I was resolved to try my 
fii^o among tlie Jews, 'vho arc reckoned an* 
other species of men.” 

Fathoni, alarmed at t 'us .ihrupl reply, which 
he supposed could not tail to disgust, the mer- 
chant, interposed in the conversation, by 
making an apology for the plain dealing of 
his friend, who, he said, was soured and 
ruliled by his misfortunes ; then exerting that 
power of eloquence which ho had at com- 
mand, he expostulated upon Ronaldo’s claim 
and, expectations, described the wrongs be 
liad suflered, extolled bis virtue, and drew a 
most pathetic piotiiro of his dii- tress. 

The Jew listened altcntivoly for sonic 
time ; then his eye-brows began to r'.se and 
fall alternately ; he couglied, snoozed, and 
winking iVarrl, — “ I’m plagued,” saiil he, 
“with a salt rheum that trickles from my 
eyes without intermission.” So saying, ho 
W’iped the moi.stnre from his face, and pro- 
ceeded in th6»se words, — “ Sir, your story is 
plausible, and your friend is a good advocate : 
imt, before I give an answer to your demand, 
I must bug leave to ask if you can produce 
nndeniablc evidence of your being the iden- 
tical person you really assume. If you arc 
really the Count do Melvil, you will excuse 
my caution : wc cannot be too much on our 
guard against fraud ; though I must own you 
have not the air of an itnpo.stor.” 

Ronaldo’s eyes began to sparkle at this 
preliminary iiuestion ; to which he replied, 
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that he could procure tlie testimony of the 
ernpcror’s miiiistor, to whom he liad occa- 
sionally paid his respects since his first arrival 
in r^nj^lancl. 

If that be the case,” said the Jew, “ take 
the trouble to call here to-morrow morning 
at (Jight o’clock, and I will carry you in my j 
own coach to the house of his excellency, i 
w itli whom I have the honour to be acquaint- j 
ed ; and, if he has nothing to object against 
your cliaractcr or pretensions, I will con- 
trihuto my assistance towards your obtaining 
justice at tlie imperial court.”* 

The Huugarian was so much confounded 
at this unexpected reception, that he had no 
power to thank the merchant for his ]>romiscd 
liivour, but stood motionless and silent, whde 
the streams of gratitude ran down his cheeks, 
'rhis genuine emotion of the heart was of 
more weight with the Jew than the eloquent 
aoknowledgomcnt which Ferdinand took the 
opportunity of making for his friend ; and he 
was liiin to dismiss them a little abruptly, in 
order to prevent a scctmd discharge of that 
same rhomii of which he had already com- 
plained. 

Melvil rocollocto^ all that had happened as 
a dream, winch had no foundation in truth, 
and was all day long in a sort of delirium, 
produced by the altoniato gusts of hope and 
li>ar that still agitated his bosom ; for he was 
not yet without apprehension of being again 
disappointed by some unlucky occurronco. 

rie did not, however, fail to be punctual 
to the hour of his uppoiiitnieiit, when the Jew 
told him, there would be uo occasion for 
\ isiting tlie ainbas.sador, liecausc Renaldo had 
been, the preceding day, recognised by one 
of the clerks, who had bi*eu employed as a 
purveyor in the imperial army; and who, 
imowiug his family, confirmed every thing he 
liad alleged. ” After breakfast,” continued 
this benevolent Israelite, “ I will give you an 
order upon my banker for five hundred pounds, 
that you may be enabled to appear at Vicuna 
us the son and representative of Count Melvil ; 
and you shall also be furnished with a letter 
of hJconmieiidation to a person of some in- 
fluence at that court, whose friondshifi and 
comilenanco maybe of some service to your 
sirit ; for I am now heartily eiigamid in your 
interest, in consequence of the lair «'ind uu- 
hlcmislied character which I find you have 
hitherto maintained.” 

The reader must appeal to his own heart, 
to acijmre a just idea of Ronaldo’s feelings, 
when every tittle of these promises was ful- 
filled, and t!ie merchant refused to take one 
farthing by way of premium, contenting him- 
self with the slender security of a personal 
bond. He was^in truth, overwhelmed with 
tlie obligation, and certainly disposed to be- 
lieve that his benefactor was something more 
than human. As for Fathom his sentiments 
took a different turn; and* be scrupled not to 
• 40 * 


impute all this kindness to some deop-laid 
intorcated sclieme, the scope of which ho 
could not at present coinprohend. 

After the tumulls of the young gentleman’s 
joy had subsided, ami ho found luiiiself eiised 
of that hurdonsome poverty uruler which he 
had groaned so long. Ins thoughts, whicli 
before were dissipaled ujuni the various cir- 
cumstances of distress, began to collect them- 
selves in a body, and to resume their delibera- 
tions upon a subject which they had been 
long accustomed to consider ; this was no 
other than the forlorn Mouiinia, whoso idea 
now emerged in his bosom, being disencnin- 
ben^l of one part of the load by which it had 
been depressed. He mentioiu'd her name to 
Fathom with niark.s of the most melting com- 
passion ; deplored her aposiacy; and while 
lie protested that he had divorced her for 
ever from his heart, expressed an inclination 
to see her once more before his dcjiarture, that 
ho might in person exhort her to penitence 
and ref urination. 

Hur adventurer, who dreaded such an in- 
terview as the inftillihle means of his own 
nun, resisted the proposal with the whole 
power of his elocution. 11c aflirmed lliat 
Ronaldo’s desire was a manifest proof that 
he still retained part of the fatal poison wlii<*h 
that enchantress had spread within his veins ; 
and that the sight of her, softened by his 
reproaches into tears and affected contrition, 
would dispel his lestMitment, disable bis man- 
hood, and dilow the embers of liis former 
passion to such a rage, as would hurry him 
on to a reconciliation, which would debast* 
his honour, and riiiii^ his future peace. In a 
w'onl, Ferdinand described the danger that 
wouhKntend the meeting in such emphatic 
terms, tliat the Hungarian started with liorror 
at the picture which lie drew, and in this 
particular eunforuied with the admonition of 
)jis friend. 

One hundred pounds of the Jew’s money 
wa.s immediately appropriated for the pay- 
intMit of liis moat urgent debts; the like sum 
he presented to his friend Fathom, with a 
solcini. proiniso of sharing with him whatever 
good fortune might aw^uit him in (jrerm.*iTiy ; 
and though Monimia had forfeited all title tf> 
his regard, so ill could he bear the prospect 
of her distress, that he entrusted his dear 
companion with the half of what rcmainfM), 
to be expended for her use, fully resolving to 
screen her from the shocks and temptations 
of want, as the circumstances of Ins liitiire 
fate would allow. 

Fathom, far from opposing, ajjphiudcd his 
generosity with marks of extreme wonder 
and admiration, assuring him, that she should 
be put in po.ssession of his bounty imme- 
diately after his departure, he being unwilling 
to make her acquainted with Jier good for- 
tune before that period, lest, finding his af- 
fairs in a fair way of being retrieved, she 
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should be base enoii^rh'to worship his rcturn- 
iii^r prosperity, and, by fUlae professions and 
arlful blandisbmenis, seek to ensnare his 
heart iincw. 


CHAPTER XLVin. 

Count Fathom unmmhs his battery; is re- 
pulsed; and varies his operations without 
effect. 

Evkry necessary preparation being made, 
Kenaldo, jaccotnpaiued by our adventurer, 
took the road to Dover, where he embarked 
in a packet-boat for ('’alais, after having set- 
tled a corres])ondence with his dear Ferdi- 
nand, from wliom he did not part without 
tears. He had before solicited him to be his 
tel low-travel lor, that he might personally 
enjoy tlie ho’iolit of Ins conversation and 
superior sagacity ; but linjae entreaties he 
slretmoiisly o))posod, on jirotence of his being 
determined to push his fortune in England, 
which he considered as his JiativT country, 
and as the land in winch (of all others) a 
man of merit has the best eneonrageinent. 
Such were the reasons he alleged for refusing 
to attend his benefactor, who was liimself 
eagerly desirous of attaining a settlement in 
the island of threat Rritnin ; but our hero’s 
real motives for .staying were of a very ditfer- 
ent complexion. The reader is already in- 
formed of his aim upon the fair orjilian, 
winch, at present, was the chief spring of his 
conduct ; he may al.so recollect such passages 
t)r his life, as \ver,» sufficient to deter him 
from iv-Mppe:iring at I’reshuig or Vienna; 
but, besides those rellijctions, he wn ' de?ained 
by a full persuasion that iienaldo would .sink 
under the power and iiitinence of his an- 
fngoiii.st, coiisef|ecntly hi? rcinlorcd incapable 
to provide for his iVieiuN ; and that lie him- 
self, fraught with nilo.s and experience as he 
was could not fail to make liimscIf amends I 
for what lie Jiad suutuv’d among a people ' 
equally rich and unthinking. 

Meivil, liavieg embraced onr adventurer, 
and with a deep sigh bid him take care of 
the imrortunnle Mo.uimia, committed himself 
to the sea, and, by the assistance of a favour- 
able gale, \vii>, in a few hours, .safely landed 
oil tlic Freru li shore ; while Fathom took 
j»ost-liors« K for London, where he arrived that 
same night, and next day, in the forenoon, 
went to visit tin- oi aiiteoiis nourner, who had 
n.s yet received no inlnnation of Ronaldo’s 
departure or design. Ho found her in the 
attitude of Writing a letter to her inconstant 
lover, the contents of which the reader will 
be acquainted with in due time. Her conn- 
tonarico, notwithstanding the veil of melan- 
choly by which it was overcast, seeineii 
altogether serene and composed: she was 
the picture of pious resignation, and sat like 


patience on a monument smiling at grief. 
After having paid the compliment of the 
morning. Fathom begged pardon for having 
omitted to visit her during three days, in 
which, he said, his time had been wholly 
engrossed in procuring a proper equipage for 
Count Molvil, who had at last bid an eternal 
adieu to the island of Great Britain. 

At this information tlie hapless Moiiirnia 
fell back in lier chair, and coutinuod sonur 
minutes in a swoon ; from which being re- 
covered, — “ hlxcuse me, Mr Fathom,” cried 
she, witli a deep sigh, “ this, I hope, is the 
last agony 1 shall feel from my unhappy 
passion.” Then wiping the tears from Ikt 
lovely eyes, she retrieved her Irtinquillily, 
and desired to know by what ir.cans Ronaldo 
had been enabled to undertake his joiirnoy 
into the empire. Our hero, upon thi.s occa- 
sion, assumed the wliole merit of haviutr pro- 
moted the interest of his friend, by giving 
lier to undoriStand, that he, in consequence 
of an unforeseen vi'indfall, had defrayed the 
expense of the count’s equipment ; though ho 
observed, that it was not without reluctance 
he .saw Renaldo make a \\ rung use of his 
friendship. 

“ Although I am happy,” proceeded tl»i.s 
artful traitor, “ in being able to discharge my 
obligations to the h.ons(‘ o*' Melvil, I could nut 
help fcelmg the ino.^'t nsihle chagnii, when 
I saw itiy assist atice rendered .«n!).'.prvient to 
the lrininj)!is of the youlri’s bri.-^eness and m- 
fidelily; for he chose, ri - tin? compamoii of 
his travels, the nbandoced woman for whom In* 
had forsaken the all-pi rlert Monimin, wliose 
virtue and nccomplisliin'mls did not pp’serve 
her sacred iVom liis uiigraletiil sarcasms 
and unmannerly ridicule. Believe ino, ma- 
dam, r was .so .'shocked at Iu.s conversation on 
that subject, and so much incon.«:ed at his want 
of delicacy, tliat my temper w.as searce .snfli- 
cient for the ceremony of parting ; and, now 
that my debt to his family is overpaid, I have 
solemnly renounced iiis correspondence.” 

When she heard that,1n.vtcful of betniyiiig 
the least symptom’ of regret or compassion 
for her unhappy fate, tlio perridions youth Viad 
c.xnlted over her fill, and oven nuth* her a 
subject for his mirth, the blood revisited Ih'v 
faded cliecks, nnd resent ment restoroil to her 
eyes that poignaTicy which sorrow had before 
overcome. Vet she scorned to give speech 
to her indignation ; but, forcing a smile, — 
*• Why should I repine,” snid she, at thu 
mortification of a life which 1 despise, and 
from wliicli, I hope, Heaven will speedily set 
me free !” 

Fathom, fired by her emotion, which had 
recalled all the graces of her beauty, ex- 
claimed in a rapture, — Talk not so con- . 
teniptnously of this life, wliich hath still a 
fund of hnpninesvs in store fiir the amiable, the 
divine Monimia. Thoiigii one admirer hath 
proved an apostate to his vow^s, your candour 
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will not BuHor you to condiMnn the whole 
jsex. Some therft are, wlioee bosoms glow 
with pa&sion equally pure, unalterable, and 
intense. For my own part, 1 have sacrificed 
to a rigid punctilio of honour the dearest 
ideas of my herirt. 1 bidicld your unrivalled 
( harms, and deeply felt their power : yet, 
wliiltj a possibility of Molvd’s rcforination 
irinaimid, and while I was nislraiiied by my 
niggard fortune from making a tender worthy 
of your acceptance,"! combated with niy 
inclinations, and bore without repining the 
pangs of hopeless love. Rut, now that rny 
honour is disengaged, and my fortune ren- 
dered indepoiwhnjt, by the last will of a worthy 
nobleman, whosi' friinidship I was favounMl 
witii in France*, 1 presume to lay myself at 
the feet of the adorable JMonimia, as the 
most faithful of admirers, wliose happiness 
or misery wholly depends upon her nod. 
Believe me, madam, these are not the pro- 
fe.ssi«nis of idle gallantry — I speak the genu- 
ine, though iiniierfect hingnuge of my heart: 
words, even llio most path(*tic, cannot do 
justice to rny lo\e. I gaze upon your beauty 
with ravishiuenl ; hut Icontrmplale thograec.s 
of \om* soul with such awful voiieratioii, that 
1 tivinbk* wli'lo I approach you, as if my 
vows wer? addre.'-'^ed to some superior being.'* 

During tins decl.ir.iliou, uiiioh was pro- 
nounced in the emphatic manm'r, Mo- 
nijuia Wi!-^ .'^successively agir:it(.'d witlusliame, 
auger, and griel’; uevcrthele.ss, she buininoiied 
her whoU; plijli>.':opiiy to luu* aid, and with a 
tiMinpiil. tlio’igli determined air, begged he 
would HOC d'Jminsh the obligations ho had 
clrtudy conferred, by di.*:lurbing With such 
iii'sca-onable addresses a poor unhanpy maid, 
wiiO had (letaeJicii all lier thouirhts from 
earthly object >■, and wailed impatiently lor 
that dis.siiluUuu vviihdi alone could put a 
period to lier in\st\n-luues. 

Fathom, imagining tliat these wevp. no 
otlK’r tiian tiie suggestions of a temporary 
d’.sappointrueut and despondence, which it 
ins busme.ss to oppose with all his elo- 
quence and art, rnnevvefl hi.'^ tliomo with 
remyubicd ardour, and at last became .so im- 
portunate in his desires, that Monimia, pro- 
voked beyond the power of concealing her 
res(Mitment, said, she wa.s lieartiiy sorry to 
find herself und(T the necessity of tcdling 
him, that, in the midst of her mis fort imc.*?, 
she could not lielp romcmlK‘ring what she 
hntl been. Then, rising from her seat, with 
all tlie dignity of displeasure, — “ Perhaps,” 
added she, “ yon liave forgot who was the 
father of the once happy Monimia.” 

Witli these \vord.s she retired into another 
chamber, leaving onr adventurer confounded 
by the i*epulso he had sustained. Not that 
he was discouraged from prosecuting his 
aim : on the contraiy, this rebuff seemed to 
add fresh vigour to his operations. He now 
thought it high time to bring over Madame la 
Mer his interest ; and, to facilitate her 


conversion, took an opportunity of bribing 
her with some mcoiisiderablo pre.'^ents, ailor 
having amused her with a plausible talc of 
his passion for Monimia, with whom she 
undertook the office of his mediatrix, on the 
supposition llmi his intentions were honoura- 
ble, and bighJv advantageous tt» her Iodg(*r. 

She was, first of all, invested with tho 
ofiii'c of obtaining pardon for the ofleiice ho 
(lad given ; and in tliis negotiation she suc- 
ceeded so well as to become an advoc.ati' for 
his suit : accordingly, she took all occasions 
of magnifying his pniise. His agreeable 
person was often the suby’ct of Iw r discourse 
to the fair mourner: Ihm- admiration dwelt 
upon his polittMU'ss, good son.si*, ami winning 
deportment : and she every day retaded little 
stones of his beuevolmice ami greatiie.ss of 
soul. The defocl in his l)irtli she represented 
as a circnm.stance altogether foreign from the 
consideration of liis merit ; espeeiiilly in a 
nation where such dislnietions are as little 
respected as they will he in a future state. 
Slie mentioned soV(‘ral jiepwsons of note, who 
ha.sk<'(l in the sinwhiiie (tf power and fortune, 
without having enjoyml tlio leu.st henjditarv 
assi.staiic(; from their forefathers. One, she 
said, sprung from the loins of an obscure 
attorney, another was the graml.son of a vah-t - 
do-charni»re, a third was the issiu* of an m*- 
coimtant, irul a fourth the offspring of a 
vvoollen-dr.iji *r : all thr.so w'erc tho ehihlrtm 
of their own g(»od work.s, ami had raised 
themselvi'.'i upon ihoir personal virtues and 
addri'ss; a fomulation ci'rtainly morii solid 
and h(»n(nind>lo than a vague inlieritanee 
derived from aucONtors, in whoso deserts th(w 
could not he Kupposbd to have borne the leas' 
share. 

Mouiniia listened to all tht^sc arguments 
with great patiiuu o ami affability, tliongh .s|u‘ 
at once dived into rim source from which aM 
Mieh insinimtions fiowcil : slie joined in tlu' 
eommendations of Fathom, and owned her- 
self a particular instance of that boncvolem'o 
which the old lady had so justly extolled ; hut, 
once for ull, to prevent the supplication wliic.h 
Maihimrj hi Mer was about to make, slm .so- 
lemnly protested, that her Iieart was alto- 
gether shut against any other earthly engage- 
ment ; and that her thoughts wcw* altogt'thei 
employed ujjon her eternal salvation. 

The assiduou.^ landlady, fmecciving the 
steadiness of her disposition, thought proper 
to alter her nietliod of pnjcecding, ami fir 
the present .suspended that theme by whieh 
she found her fair lodger disobliged. Resol\ od 
to reconcile Monimia to life, before sJie would 
again recommend Ferdinand toJmrJoye, tsh'* 
endeavoured to ainusse her iinagmalion, by 
recounting the occasional incidents of th*? 
day, hoping gradually to decoy her attention 
totho.<*e sublunary objects from which it had 
been industriously weaned : she seasoned her 
conversation with agreeable sallie.s ; enlarged 
upon the different scenes of pleasure and 
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diversion appertaining’* to this great metro- 
polis; practised upon her palate with the 
delicacies of eating; endeavoured to shake 
licr tinnp^'rance with repeated proffers and 
recommendations of certain curdijils and re- 
storatives, whicli she alleged were necessary 
for tJic recovery of her health ; and pressed 
her to make little excursions into the fields 
that skirt the town, for the benefit of air aud 
exercise. 

While this auxiliary plied the disconsolate 
Morilmia on one hand, Fathom was not remiss 
oil the other : he now seemed to have sacri- 
ficed his passion to lier quiet ; his discourse 
turned upon more indifferent subjects ; he 
endeavoured to dispel lior melancholy with 
arguments drawn from pliilosophy and reli- 
gion ; on some occasions, lie displayed all 
his fund of good humour, with a view to be- 
guile her sorrow ; iie importuned her to give 
him the pleasure of squiring her to some 
place of innocent entertainment ; and, finally, 
insisted upon her accepting a pecuniary re- 
inforcement to her finances, which he knew 
to be in a most consumptive condition. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 

Monimia's honour is protected by the inter- 
position of Heaven* 

With that complacency and fortitude which 
were peculiar to herself, this liapleus stranger 
resisted all those artful temptations, tier 
8U:stciianco was barely such as exempted her 
from the guilt of being accessory to her own 
death ; her drink was the simple element ; 
she encouraged no discourse hut tliat which 
turned upon llie concerns of lier immortal 
part; she never went abroad except in visits 
to a French cliapel in the neighbourhood ; she 
refu.scd the proffered assistance of our ad- 
venturer with equal obstinac.y and politeness ; 
aud with pleasure saw herself wasting to- 
wards that period of mortality winch was the 
consummation ol' ht?r wish. Yot lier rhanns, 
llir from melting away with her constitution, 
seemed to triumi>li over the decays of nature : 
lier sliape and features still retained that har- 
mony for wliieli they had always been distin- 
guished : a mixture of majesty and aweetuess 
diflTupod ilsolf \\\ her looks, and her feebleness 
added to that, soil and feininino grace which 
attracts the .thy, and engagesithe pro- 
tection, of c\cry hnmpTic beholder. The 
associates, thus batllcl in their attempts to 
excite her Udeas of ploa.'^uro, again sliifted 
their plan, and rpso^ed to attack tliis forlorn 
beauty on the side of fear ami mortification. 

Our adventurer bccauie loss frequent in 
his visile, and more indifteront in his lan- 
guage and deportment ; while Mmlame la Mer 
gradually relaxed in tliat complacency and 
respect with which she had hitherto behaved 
towards her fair lodger. She even began to 


drop hints of disapprobation and reproach 
sq»'amst this pattern of innocence and beauty ; 
and at length grew bold enough to tell her, 
that her misfortunes could be attributed to 
nothing but her own obstinacy and pride ; 
that she liad been at groat pains to disoblige 
the only person who was able and willing to 
raise her above dependence ; and that, if his 
protection should be withdrawn, she must 
be exposed to the utmost extremity of dis- 
tress. 

These insinuations, instead of producing 
the desired effect, inflamed the indignation 
of Monirnia, who, in a most dignified style 
of rebuke, chid her for her indelicacy and 
presumption, observing, that she could liavo 
no title to take such freedoms with lodgers, 
whose punctuality and regular deportment 
left her no room to complain . N otwithslii nd- 
ing chis animated reply, she underwent the 
most deplorable anguish, wJipn she reflected 
upon the insolence of this woman, from w hose 
barbarity she had no resource ; and seeing 
no other possibility of redress than that of 
appealing to the good offices of Fathom, slie 
conquered her reluctance so far as to com- 
plain to him of Madame la Mer’s incivility. 

Pleased with this application, he gave hoi 
to understand, with very little ceremony or 
preamble, that it wholly d.tqiended upon her- 
self whether slie should coiitiiiue tube wretch- 
ed, or be delivered at one*' from all her cares 
and perplexity; that, noUvithstai'iding llso 
disdain w'ith wliich she had treated his ad- 
dresses, he was vstill re.iily to lay himself and 
his forluin* at Jim* feet ; and tliat, if she shonld 
again reject the disinterested proposal, tlie 
w*hole wnirld and her own conscience would 
charge upon herself whatever calamities sin? 
I niiglit be subjected to in the sequel. Inter- 
preting into a favourable hesitation her 
silence, which w*as the result of '.vratli and 
amazement, he proceeded to tbrow^ hinisell* 
at her feet, and utter a romantiii rhapsody ; 
in the coursi' of which, laying aside all that 
re.straint which he Iiad hitherto preserved, 
he seized her delicate hand, and pressed it 
to his lips ; nay, so far did he forgot liimsclf 
on this occasion, that he caught the fair 
creature in his arms, and rudely ravished a 
kiss from thpse lip.« which lie had before con- 
templated with llie most distant reverence 
of desire. 

Having thus broken down the fences of 
decorum, and being heated with transport, 
he, in all probability, would have acted the 
part of young Tarquin, and violated by force 
that sacred shrine of honour, beauty, and 
unblemished trntb, had not the wrath kindled 
by such an unexpected outrage inspired her 
with strengtli and spirits sufficient to protect 
her virtue, and intimidate the ruffian who 
could otTer violence to such perfection. She 
broke from his detested embrace with sur- 
prising agility, and called aloud to her land- 
lady for assistance ; but that discreet matron 
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was resolved to hear aolliijig ; aiid Fallioin’s 
appetite being whetted to ti most brutal de- 
gree of eage-rnesp, — Madam,*' said he, “ tiM 
oppopitiou is in vain : what you have refuKcd 
to piy j’litreatios, you .shall yield to my powder; 
and I am dctcriuhied to lorce you to your 
ovvM advantage.’' ! 

S'* E^nying, he sprung towards her, with I 
the, in.jst savage and iin])iouK intent, when 
th'S jimuible horoiiui snatching up his sword, 
wiiirfi lay upon a by-tahle, and lunsheatliiiig 
it instantaneously, presented the point to Ids 
Ineast, and, while Iht eyes glanced witli 
iiitolerable keenness, — “ Villain !'* cried she, 
“ the spirit of luy father animates iny bosom, 
and the vengeance of Heaven shall not be 
fru.straled.*’ lie waif not so imich atVeeted 
by his bodily danger, as awe-slrnck at the 
inunnerof her address, and the appearance 
of jior aspect, which seemed to shine with 
sornelluug supt'rnatural, and actually dis- 
order nI his wliole faculties, insomuch that 
lie retreated without atteinjiting to make the 
leju4 reply ; and she, having secured the door 
a^ter l)is depart me, sat down to jionder upon 
liisH siiocking event. 

Words are wanting to describe the accu- 
mulated horrors thajt took pos.session of her 
mind, when she thus behold all her presaging 
fonrs reahzeil, and found herself at the mercy 
id' two wretches, who had now pulled oil* the 
rnnsli, after having lost all sentiments of 
huinanity. Common aflliction was an agree- 
able revory to what she sutVored, deprived 
of her parents, exiled from her frumds and 
country, reduced to the brink of wanting the 
most indispensable nerosoaries of life, in- a 
foreign land, wliere slie knew not one person 
l*\ wJiose protection hIic could have recourse, 
irom the inexpressible woes that environed 
her: she coinpUiined to Ifeavcn that her life 
was pre^fu'ted, for tlio augmentation of that 
iiiitcry wlueli was already too severe to be 
endured ; for she shuddered at the prospect 
of being utterly abandoned in the last stage 
of ino’lality, without one friend to clo.'je her 
eye-, or do the last otbeos of Immanity to 
bin* breathless corse. These wore dreadful 
rclleclions to a young lady who hud been 
born to aflliience and splendour, trained up 
in ail the elegance of education, by nature 
fraught with that sensibility which refines 
the sentiments and ta**te, and so tenderly 
ch-crished by her indulgent parents, that thei^ 
suffered not the winds of Heaven to visit 
her face too roughly. , •- 

I laving passed the night in such agony, 
she rose at daybreak, and, hearing the chapel 
bell toll for morning prayers, resolved to go 
to this place of worship,* in order to implore 
the assistance of Heaven: she no sooner 
opened her chamber door with this intent, 
than she w.is met by Madame la Mer, v/ho, 
after having professed her concern for what 
had happened over night, and imputed Mr 
Fatlionn’s rudeness to the spirit of intoxica- 


tion, by wliich she had never before 
him possessed, she emleavourcd to dissuade 
Monmiia from her purpose, by observing, 
t!mt lier health would be prejudiced by the 
cold morniiigair ; but finding her deternuiied, 
she insistedupun accompanying her lochapcl, 
on pretfMice of respect, though, in reality, 
with a view to prevent the escape of her 
beauteous lodger. Thus at tended, Uii; hap- 
less mourner entered the }ilace, aud, aecord- 
iiig to the laudable hospilulity of England, 
whieh is the only country in ('hnsteiuloni 
where a stranger is not made welcome to 
llic house of Hod, this amiable <Toaturi', 
emaciated and enfeebled as she was, must 
have stood in a common passage during the 
whole SiTvice, had not she been perceived 
by a hiinuine gentlewoman, who, struck vvilli 
her beauty and dignified air, and melted with 
sympathy at the meirahle sorrow which wjk 
visible in her countenanee, ojiened the pi'W 
in winch she sat, and accommodated Moni- 
iiiia and her attendant. If she was capli- 
valed by licr first appearance, slie was not 
less affected by the deportment of her fair 
guest, which was tho pattern of genuine 
devotion. 

In a word, this good lady? who was » mer- 
chant's widow in opulent circumstances, was 
mflamcd with a longing desire to know and 
befriend the amiable strangor, who, idler 
service, turning about to thank h(*r for Iier 
civility, Madam (Mement, w'ithtbat franknOHs 
which is th^i result of true beiievolciico, told 
her, she was too mucli prepo.ssesfio<l in her 
favour to let slip this opportunity of craving 
her accpiaiiitanco, and of expressing her in- 
clination to alleviate (if possible) that afflic- 
tion which w'as mnnifeHt in her looks. 

Moiiirnia, overwhelmed with gratitude and 
surprise at this luiexpocted ‘address, gazed 
upon tho lady in silence, and when elic re- 
peated her tenders of .service, ronid make no 
other reply to her g«»odnos.s, than by burst- 
ing into a flood of tears : this was a specjt*s 
of eloquence which did not pass unregunh^d 
hy Madam Clement, who, while her own 
eyes ui-re bedewed with the drop.s of sym- 
pathy and compa.ssion, look the lovely orphan 
by the hand, and Jed her, without furtlu*r 
ceremony, to her own coach, that stood wait- 
ing at the door, whither they were followed 
by Mrs la Mcr, who was so much confounded 
at the adveiituro, that she made no objectioMH 
to the proposal of the lady, who handed her 
lodger into the carriage. ; but retired with all 
possible dispatch, to make Fathom acquainted 
with this unforeseen event. 

Meanwhile, the agitation of Afoniinia at 
this providential deliverance was such as had 
well nigh destroyed her teridor frame. The 
blood Hashed and forsook her cheeks hy 
turns ; she trembled from head to foot, noU 
witlustanding the consolatory ansurarices of 
Madam Clement; and, without being able to 
utter one 'word, w'as conducted to the house 
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of that kiml benefactress, where the violence 
of her transports overpowered her ooristitu- 
lioi), fUJil she gunk down upon a couch in a 
swoon, from which she was not easily re- 
covered. This alfcctinff circumstance aug- 
iiiourcd the pity, and interested the curiosity 
of Madam Clement, who concluded there was 
Mimetlung very extraordinary in the case of 
the stranger to produce these agonies, and 
grew imj>atient to hear the particulars of her 
story. 

Monimia no sooner retrieved the Use of 
her faculties, than looking around, and ob- 
serving with what humane concern her new 
hostess was eitiployed in clFeoting her re- 
covery,—-** Is this,” said she, ** a flattering 
illusion of the brain? or am I really under the 
protection of some bonefleont being, whom 
Heaven lintli inspired with generosity to 
rescue a hapless stranger from the most 
forlorn state of misery and woe ?” Her voice 
was at all tunes ravishiiigly sweet ; and this 
exclamation was pronounced with such pa- 
thetic fervour, that Madam Clement clasped 
her in her arms, and, kissing her with nil the 
eagerness of maternal almction, — ** Yes,” ! 
cried she, “ fair creature, Heaven hath be- 
stowed upon me a heart to compassionate, | 
and power, 1 hope, to lighten the burden of 
your sorrows.” 

She then prevailed upon her to take some 
uourishinont and afterwards to recount the 
particulars of her fate ; a task she performed 
with such accuracy and candour, that Madam 
Clement, far from suspecting her sincerity, 
saw truth and conviction in every circum- 
stance of her tale ; and having condoled her 
misfortunes, entreated her to forgot them, or 
at least look upon herself as one slieltered 
under the care and tuition of a person whose 
study it would be to supply her want of na,. 
tu ral parents. This would have been a. ha ppy 
vicissitude of fortune, had it not arrived too 
late ; but sueh a sudden unlooked-for transi- 1 
lion not only disordered the faculties of poor 
Monimia’s mind, but also overpowered the 
organs of her body, already fatigued and eii- 
ft'ebled by the distresses she had undergone ; 
so that she was taken ill of a fever that same 
night, and became delirious before iiiorning, 
when a physician was called to her assist- 
ance. 

While this gentleman was in the house, 
Madam (Jlenirnt was visited by Fathom, who, 
after having co^'-plained, in the most insin- 
uating maniu'r, that she had encouraged his 
wife to abandon her duly, told her a plausible 
story of his first aonuaintance with Monimia, 
mid his manlage at the Fleet, which, he said, 
he was ready to prove by the evidence of the 
clergyman who joined them, and that of Mrs 
la Mer, who was present at the ceremony. 
The good lady, although a litth* slng:rered at 
the genteel appearance and engaging'address 
of tliis stranger, could not firevail upon her- 
self to believe that she had been imposed 


upon by her fair lodger, who by this time had 
given too convincing a proof of her sincerity 
nevertheless, in ordiir to prevent any dispute 
that miglit he prejudicial to the health or 
recovery of Monimia, she gave him to under- 
stand, that she would not at present enter 
upon the meritii of the cause, but only assure 
him, that the young lady was actually bereft 
of her senses, and in imminent danger of lier 
life ; for the trutli of which assertions she 
would appeal to his own observation, and the 
opinion of the physician, who was then em- 
ployed in writing a prescription for the cure 
of her disease. 

So saying, she conducted him into the 
chamber, where he beheld the iiaploss virgin 
stretched upon a sick-hod, pantmg under tlie 
violence of a distemper too mighty for her 
weakly frame, her hair dishe\ died, and dis- 
composure in her looks; all the roses of her 
youth were faded, yet all the graces of her 
beauty were not fled ; she retained that swi'et- 
ijess and symmetry, whicli death itself could 
not destroy; and though her discourse was 
incoherent, her voice was still musical, re- 
sembling those feathered songsters who war- 
hie their natice wiffUnnics wild. 

Fathom, as upon all other occasions, so on 
this, did behave like an inimitable actor; he 
ran to the hed-sidc with all the tve|U(latioii 
of a distracted lover : be fd] upon his knees, 
and, while the tears rolled down his cheeks, 
imprinted a thousand kisses on the soft liaiul 
of Monimia, who, rcgardinghirn with a lack- 
lustre and umlistingni-hing eye, — “ Alas, 
Ronaldo,” said she, “ we were born to be 
unhappy.” ** Would to Heaven !” cried F(t- 
dinand, in a transport of grief, ** the wretch 
Ronaldo had never been born ! that is the 
villain who seduced the affection of this un- 
fortunate woman. I admitted the traitor into 
iny friendship and confidence, relieved liim 
in his necessities, and, like the ungrateful 
viper, lie hath stung the very bosom that 
cherished him m his distress.” Then lie 
proceeded to inform Madam (’lomeiit liow he 
Iiad delivered that same Ronaldo from prison, 
maintained him afterwards at a great ex- 
pense, and at length furnished him with a 
sum of money and proper cn^dentials to sup- 
port his interest at the court of Vienna. 

Having finished this detail, he asked the 
physician's sentiments of his wife's distem- 
per; and, being told tliat her life was in ex- 
treme jeopardy, begged he would use his 
utmost endeavours in her behalf, and even 
made him a tender of an extraordinary fee, 
which was refused : he also thanked Madam 
Clement for her charity and benevolence to- 
wards a stranger, and took his leave with 
many polite professions of gratitude and es- 
teem. He had no sooner quitted the house, 
than the physician, who was a humane man 
and a foreigner, began to caution the lady 
against his msiniiations, observing, that some 
circumstances of tbe story concerning Re- 
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naldo tvcTC, loins particular know lodgo, con- 
trary to truth; for that he hinisolf hail been 
applied to for tcUers of recommendation in 
belialf of Count Mtdvil, by a Jew merchant 
of ins acquaintsuice, wlio had supplied the 
young gentlenBin with money sulficiont for 
his occasions, in consequence of a minute 
mqiuiy he had nnido into the cliaructcr of 
Ui'iiaUio, who was, by all reports, a youth of 
stru i lionour and untainted morals. 

^Madaiii Clement, tims cautioned, entered 
into deliberation with her own thoughts, and 
comparing the particulars of tliis account 
with those of Mouiinia’s own story, she con- 
cluded that Fathom was tJie very traitor he 
hunsclf liad described ; and that he liad, by 
abusing the confidence of both, effected a 
fatal breacJi between two innocent and de- 
^ serving lovers. She accordingly looked upon j 
him with horror and detestation ; but never- 
tlieless res^jlved to treat him with civility in 
the mean time, that the poor young lady 
might nut be disturbed in licr last moments ; 
for sl^e had now lost all liopcs oflier recovery. 
Yet the fever abated, and in two days she 
retrieved the use of her reason ; though the 
distemper had affocti'd Jut lungs, and she w’as 
in all appearance dooimul to linger a few 
weeks longer in a consiuiijitiou. 

Fatliom was punctual in his Visitation, 
though never admitted into lier presence after 
the delirium vanished ; and lie had the op- 
])ortnnily of seeing her conveyed in a chariot 
to Kensington (/ravel-pits, a place which 
may bo termed tiio lost stage of many a 
mortal peregrination. He now implicitiy be- 
lieved tliat death would in a few days balfio 
all Ins designs upon the unfurl umite Moni- 
ima; and rore.‘.;eciiig that as he hud owned 
fiimself her husband, ho might be obliged to 
. defray the expense incurred by her sickness 
and burial, he very prudently inteniiitted in 
]iis\isils, and had recourse to the intelli- 
gence of his auxiliary. 

As for Mornmia, she approached the goal 
of life, not simply with resignation, hnt with i 
rupture ; she enjoyed in tranquillity the con- 
veftsation of lier kind benefactress, who never 
stirred from her apartment ; sJio was blessed 
with the spiritual consolation of a w»irthy 
clergyman, \vho removed all her religious 
scruples : and she congratulated herself on 
the near prospect of that land of peace where 
sorrow is not known. 

At length Mrs la Mer gave notice to our 
adventurer of this amiable young lady’s de- 
cease, and the time fixed for the interment : 
upon which these two virtuous associates 
took possession of a place, from whence they 
could, unperceived, behold the funeral. He 
must have a hard lieart, who without any 
emotion of pity, can see the last otHces per- 
formed to a young creature cut off in the 
flower of youth and beauty, even, though he 
knows not her name, and is an utter stranger 
to her •virtues. How callous, then, must the 
3L 


soul of that wretch liate been, wlio, without 
a symptom of remorse or concern, saw the 
sable hoarse adorned witli white plumes, as 
emblein.s of Moii unfa’s purity, jiasa betbre 
him, while her incomparable merit stood full 
m his rcmeinbraiice, and ho knew himself tJie 
wickod cause of her untimely fate ! 

lVrfidiou.s wretch! thy cTiino.s turn out so 
atrocious, that 1 half repent mo of having 
undertaken to record ihy memoirs ; yet such 
mrmsters ou^lit to be oxliibitod to public view, 
that mankind may be upon Ihoir guard against 
imposture ; that Uie world may see how fraud 
is apt to overshoot itself; ami tliai as virtue, 
tliough It may suffer for a whiN*. will triumph 
in the end, so iniquity, though il may prosjier 
for a season, will at last he oviTtaken by lliat 
punishment and disgiace w hich are its due. 


CHAPTER I,. 

Fathom shifts the sceiic^ and appears in n 
new character. 

Fathom's expcctalioius with respect to the 
fair orphan liaving thus provi'il abortive, he 
lost no time in bewailing Ins nnsearringe, 
but had immediate recourse to oilier means 
of improving ins .siiiall fortune, which at tins 
period amounted to neiir two hmidrod pounds. 
Whatever iiicliriatjon he had to resume the 
character Itfi liad formerly homo in the oolite* 
world, he durst not venture to launcli out 
again into the expense necessary to maintain 
that station, because his funner rcsourees 
were now’ stopped* and all the people of 
fashion by this time convinced of his being 
a needy adv(‘Titfir«T. Nevcrlhelcs.s, he rc- 
solvt'd to sound the sentiments of his old 
frieiuls at a distance, and judge, from the 
reception lie sJumlJ meet with, how far ho 
might presume upon their countenance and 
favour; for lie rightly supposed, th:it, if he 
could in any shajie contribute to their interest 
or amusement, tliey would ea.sily forgive his 
funner pretensions to quality, arrogant as 
they were, and still entertain Jiiin on the foot- 
ing of a necessary acquaintance. 

Willi this view, ho one day presented him- 
self at court in a very gay suit of clothes, 
and bowed at a distance to many of his old 
fa.siuonable friends of both sexes," not one of 
whom favoured him with any oilier noticf* 
than that of a quarter courtesy, or slight 
inclination of the head; for by this time the 
few that remembered him knew from what 
retirement he now emerged, and avoided him 
accordingly as the jail infection ; but the 
greater part of those who had cultivated him 
in the zenith of his fortune were now utter 
strangers to his person, which they had ac- 
tually foigot, amidst the succession of novel- 
ties that surrounded them: or, if they did 
recollect his name, it was remembered as an 
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r)Id fashion, which had been many niontlis out 
of (late. 

Notwithstanding these mortifying dis- 
(’oiiragernents, our hero, that same evening, 
f4tbc t«id a lodgcnumt in a certain gaming- 
house not far from St James's ; and as‘ he 
|dayed pfetty liigh, and made a parade of his 
ready money, he was soon recognised by 
(livers persons of consequence, who cordially 
welcomed him to England, on pretence of 
believing ho hud bcmi abroad, and with great 
coinj)la(if:ncy repeated their former profess'- 
ioiis of friendship. Tliougli this was a ccir- 
tain way of retaining the favour of those 
worthies, while his tinaucos continued to 
nourish, and his payments were prompt, he 
knew the w(\akn(\ss of iiis funds too well, to 
think tJicy could boar the vicissitudes of 
play; and the remciiibr.iiicoof lliotw(» British 
knights wlio had .spoiled him at l^aris, hung 
over his imagination with the most frightful 
presages : besides, ho perceived that gaming 
>vas now inanagod in such a niannor, as nm- 
dored skill and dexterity of no advantage; 
for the spirit of play liuving overspread the 
land, like a pestilence, raged to such a drigrec 
(d'madnoss and desperation, that the unhappy 
people who were infcctecU laid aside ail 
thoughts of amusement, economy, or caution, 
and risked their fortunes upon issues equally 
extravagant, childish, and ab.sur(J, 

The whole mystery of the art wa.*? reduced 
to the simple exercise of tossing up a guinea, 
and the lu.st of laying wagers, yv hie h they 
indulged to a surprising pitch of ridiculous 
intemperance. In one corner of the room 
might ho heard a pair of lordlings running 
liieir grundmotlicrs agatnst each otlicr, that 
IS, betting sums on the longest liver; in ano- 
ther. the success of tiu* wager depended upon 
the sex of the Jaiulludy’s ne»;I child ; and one 
of Die waiters happening to drop down in an 
:tpopIe» tie fit, a c(*rtain noble peer exclaim- 
ed, — “ Dead, for a thousand pounds." Thci 
challenge was immediately aecepted, and 
\\ lieu the master of tho house sent for a sur- 
j eon to attempt a cure, th<; nobleman who 
^^'t the price upon the patient’s head, insisted 
upon his being lefi. to the efforts of nature 
aiune, otherwise the wager should be void : 
T».iy, when l]l(^ landlord harped upon the loss 
lie should sustain by the d(*:ith of a trusty 
sorvtmU his Ijrdship obviated the objection, 
by desit mg that the follow might be charged 
in the bill. 

In short, tin of gaming seemed to 

hav«j dev<Hir('d all ihcii other faculties, and 
to have equalled the rash enthu.siasm of tlie 
inhabitants of Malacca, in tho East Indies, 
wIjo are so possessed with that pornieions 
spirit, that they sacrifice to it not only their 
fortunes, but also their wives and children ; 
and then letting their hair down upon their 
shoulders, in imitation of the ancient T.Ace- 
demonians when they devoted themselves to 
death, those wretches unshcatli their daggers, 


and murdt'r every living creature in their 
way. In tliis, however, they differ from the 
gamesters of our country, who never find 
their senses, until they have lost their for- 
tunes, and beggared their families ; whereas 
the Malays never Ttin a mufk, but in consc- 
qiicTico of misery and despair. > 

Such are the amusements, or rather such 
is the continual employment of those hope- 
ful youths who are destined by birth to 1 ? 
the judges of our propc^rty, and pillars of i^ur 
constitution : such are the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of those patriots who planned, and 
those hero('s who maintained, the laws and 
freedom of their country ; win* were th.» pa- 
tru of merit, the fathers of I lie poor, the 
terr gf vice and immorality, and at once 
the t ments and support of a happy nation. 

Oil IvOnturcT considered all llicse cir-^ 
eiunsU cOrf with his wonted ."ngacily, and, 
seeing upon what jirecanous f>otnig l;o must 
stand, slunjld he rank liiinsolf with such 
society, he wisely came toth*^ re.;oliiMun of 
descending one step in the degrees oJ‘ lifn 
and of taking upon him the title of physician, 
under which he did not despair of inf«inuat’.ng 
hiriisolf into the piickcts of Ins patients, ami 
into tlie secrets of privati' families, so as to 
acquire a comforlahle share of prac tice, or 
captivate' tho heart of “orne heiress or rich 
widow, whose fortun would at once render 
him indepemdent and happy. 

Atler this determination, his next care was 
to concert nic‘!isuro9 for his first appearance 
in this new eharact-r ; well knowing that 
the success of a phvsn'ian, in a groat moa- 
.bure, depcMids upon llie external enniptige m 
whicJi he first doelares liiniself an suloi't in 
the licaling art. lie first of all procnrc'd a 
few books on the subject of inedu-liie, which 
lie studied With great attention during the 
reniaining part of the winter and spring, and 
repaired to Tunbridge with the first of the 
seaKori, when? he appeared in the uniform of 
.Esculapius, namely, a plain l- nt, full trimmed, 
with a volmmiKnis tie-pornvig; believing, 
that, in this place, he might glide, as it were, 
imperceptibly into the functions of hi.? how 
employment, alul gradually accustom himself 
to the metliod and form of prescription. 

A man so well known in the gay world 
could not be supposed to eliW r such a trans- 
formation witli.iut being observed ; and there- 
fore, in order to anticipatr; the cciHurc and 
ridicule of those wlio might bo tempted to 
make thems^elves merry at his (»xpense, he, 
on his arrival at the wells, repaired to the 
shop of an apothecary, and calling fjr pen, 
ink, and papt^r. wroU? a prescriptiim, which 
he desired might he immediately made up. 
While this was doing by the servant, ho was 
invited into a parlour by the master, with 
whom he entered into conversation touching 
the properties of the Tunbridge water, which 
seemed to have been his particular study ; 
and indeed he had perused Rouzee’s treatise 
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on that subji'ct with iialetatijtablc a}“si<lnily. 
From this llieine, he made digressions into 
other parts ot’rmidicine, upon wdurJi he spoke 
with Kuch pJaiieible olocntion, that the iipotln»- 
rnry, vvJ)ose knowledge in that nrt was not 
\ory profound, looked upon liiin as a physi- 
oirn of great learning and experience, and 
hintod a desire of knowing Ins mime and 
'•jitnutioii. 

Fiitliorn accordingly gave him to under- 
stand, that he had studu'd physic, and hail 
taken his degrees at Padiui, rather for his 
amnsomeiit, than with any view of exercising 
medicine, as he then could not possibly fore- 
see the misfortunes which had since hap- 
pened ti» his family, and by wdiich ho was 
now cornpidled to have recourse to a profes.s- 
ion tliat was very much beneath the expecta- 
tions of ins birtn. Yet he bore bis disap- 
pointments with resignation, and oven good 
liinnonr, and ble^sed his stars for having 
inclined him to the study of any branch of 
hnow'lcilge by which he niiglit be enabled #o 
laugh at the vicissitudes of fortune. lb' llien 
observed, tliat he had practised wilh sorn*^ 
applause at the liot. well near Bristol, betore 
he ihoiiglil ho should be ever re'diiccil to the 
necessity of taking a foe ; and that, in all 
probability, his rnctuinorphosis, when knov\ n, 
would furnish uiattor of surpris.<* and merri- 
ment to some of Ins old ao«iuaintiincc. 

The apothecary was equally struck with 
his polite address, and pleased with his agree- 
able discourse : be consoled him for the mis- 
ibrtiiiies of his family , by assuring him, that 
in England nothiugconld be more horionrabb?, 
or indeed profitable, tJian the oharaefer of a 
jdiysician, provided he could once wriggle 
himself into practice ; and insinuated, that, 
although he wasroslricted by certain engage- 
ments with ot]i(?r p(*rsons of the faculty, he 
should be glad of an opportunity to show his 
regard for l)ort<jr Fathom, Tliis was a very 
eficctnal method whicli our liero took to 
iiitiinatc his new character to the public. 
By tin industry and coinmnnicativo dispofsi- 
tion of the apothecary, it was circulated in 
liaif a day through every family in the place ; 
and, next morning, when Ferdinand appear- 
ed, the company forthwith assembled in sc- 
})aratc groups, and from each knot he heard 
Ins name reverberated in a whisper. 

Having thus announced him^?elf to all 
whom it might concern, and allowed the la- 
dies two days to discuss the merit of his 
transliguration, together with the novelty of 
the case, ho ventured to salute, at a distance, 
a lady and her daughter, who had been his 
patients at the hot well ; and although they 
honoured his bow with the return of a slight 
courtesy, they gave him not the least encou- 
nigcinent to make n nearer approach. Not- 
withstanding this rebuff, lie concluded, that 
should the lieallh of either come in question, 
they would renew their application to his 
skill, ^nd wliat was refused by their pride, 
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would be granted hV their apI)ro]len^lon. 
Here, how'cvcr, lie happened to bt* mistakoii. 

The young laily being seized with a violeui.'; 
headach ami palpitation, her motiior desired 
the apothecary to recommend a [diysieian; 
and the person with whom ho was contracted 
being at that time absent, he proposed Doctor 
Fatlioin as a man of groat ability and discre- 
tion; but the good lady r('ji?cted the jiruposal 
with disdain, because she had tbrmoriy known 
him in the cliaracler of a count — t Jiongh that 
very character was the chief reason that liad 
thou induced her to crave his advice. 

Such is the caprice of tiio world in general, 
that whatever bears the face id' novelty cap- 
tivates, or rather bewit/dic-', the imagina- 
tion, and confounds tlie ideas of rCiison and 
common sense. If, for e.viiiriple, a scullion, 
from the clinking of powicr, shall conceive 
a taste for the clinking of rhyme, and makf* 
shift to bring together twenty syllables, s*> 
as that the tenth and last shall have the liki? 
eiuling, the c(Uiipos'iti<ni is inimed lately ex- 
tolled as a nijracle ; and what nppi'als to tin* 
admiration is not the u it, the elegance, er 
poetry of the work, but tlie iniciiltiva led talent 
and innnblo station of the author. A reader 
does not exclaim, — ** What a delicate senl:- 
meiit! wlmt a beautiful simile! what easy 
and musical versification I” — but. cries ni 
rapturt*, — “Heavens! what u prodigy! a 
poet from the scullery! a miisij in li\ery! 
or, Apollo with a trowel V* Tlie public is 
astonished ^into liberality — the scullion eats 
from thobo trenclu‘VK he scoured before— 
the footman is admitted into the coach be- 
hind which he was \vont to stand — and the 
bricklayer, instead 'of plastering walls, be- 
daubs his i/hf.strioiis patroiimih the mortar 
of lus praise. Thus lifted into a higher 
sphere, their tahuits receive crdtivalion ; thf\y 
become profl'ssed bards ; and though tlieir 
snliseijiicnt work.s bear evident luark.s of im- 
proveinent, they are neglected among tl‘e 
rest of their brethren, because that novelty 
which recommended them in the beginning 
no longer remains. 

So it fared with our adventurer ni his now * 
occupation. I'hcro was sornothirig so ex- 
traordinary in a nobleinari’s understanding 
medicine, and so uncomuion in a physician’.^ 
prescribing gratia, that the curiosity ni;d 
admiration of the company at Bristol were 
engaged, and they fiillovved hi.s advice, ns 
the direction of some supernatural intelli- 
gence : but, now that lie professed hiiiisr lf 
duo of the faculty, and might he suppo.se<l to 
have refi'cshcd his memory, and reinforced 
his knowlcflgo for the oc:d.ision, ho y/a.s iu 
mucii overlooked as any other physician un- 
supported by interest or cabal; or, at Jca.sS 
the notice he attracted was not at idl to the 
advantage of his character, because it \yholly 
regarded the decline of his fortune, whiclHIs 
a nover-fkiling fund of disgrace. 

These mortifications did not overcome tho 
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piitienco Jiiwl persevofancL* of Eatliom, who 
foresaw, 1 hat the soothintr hand of tirno would 
cast a an! of oblivion over those scenes which 
were roinenibered to liis prejudice ; and that, 
jii the mean time, though he was excluded 
from tJie private parties of the fair sex, in 
which his main hope of success was placed, 
lie should be able to insinuate himself into 
some degree of favour and practice among 
the male patients ; and some lucky cure, pro- 
perly displayed, might be the means of pro- 
pagating Ills fame, and banishing that reserve 
which at present interfered with his purpose. 
Accordingly, it was not long before he found 
Tuoans to oreak that spell of universal preju- 
dice that hedged him in. At the ordinary 
which ho frequented, liis polite carriage, 
facetious remarks, and agreeable stories, 
soon conciliated the regard of liis fellow- 
guests, among whom he sometimes rallied 
his own transformation with singular good 
humour and success : he was even witty upon 
his want of employment, and used to observe, 
that a jihysician without practice had one 
comfort to which his brethren were stran- 
gers, namely, that the seldoiner he had occa- 
sion to prescribe, the less ho had upon his 
conscience, on account of being accessory 
to the death of his tcllcuv-creaturcs. 

Nothing so effectually blunts the shafts of 
ridicule, and defeivts the aims of slander, as 
this method of anticipation. In spite of the 
arrows that were levelled against his ropu- 
lalion irom every tea-table at Tiuibridge, he 
made liis party good among almost all the 
guy young gentlemen that frequented the 
place : far from avoiding hi;? company, they 
began to court his conversation, and lie was 
commonly seen in the walks surrounded with 
a group of admirers. 

Having thus" paved the way for a total re- 
moval ol the invidioiKs prepossession that 
obstnu'ted his views, he, one night, while 
every person was lulled in the arms of re- 
pose, and universal silence prevailed, tuned 
his violin, and began to play some masterly 
airs, in a tone so imcoinmonly expressive, 
and with kucIi ravishing dexterity of execu- 
tion, that a certain lady, who lodged in the 
same house, being Avaked by the nmsie, and 
ignorant of the source Irom wliich it llowcd, 
listened with rapture, as to the harp of an 
angel ; and wrapping herself in a loose gown, 
rose and opened her chamber-door, in order 
to dis';over^ in what apartment the musician 
resided. ;?h' ‘ m. si • .mer entered the passage, 
than she iouud her fe how -lodgers already 
assembled on iho s’liue occasion ; and there 
tliey remained miring the best part of the 
night, transported by the harmony wliich our 
hero produced. 

Doctor Fathom wns immediately known 
to be the author of this ent^'rtainment, and 
t^is retrieved the benefit of that admiration 
which he had forfeited by appearing in th 


shape of a physician. For, as people had 
formerly wondered to see a count skilled in 
medicine, they were now amazed to find a 
physician such a master in music. 

The good effects of this stratagem were 
almost instantaneous. His performance be- 
came the topic of discourse among all the fash- 
ionable company: his male friends compli- 
mented him from the information of the other 
sex ; and that lady whom he had regaled, in- 
stead of that shyness and disdain with which 
she used to receive his salutation, at their very 
next meeting in the thoroughfare, returned 
bis bow with marks of profound respect. 
Nay, at midnight, she, with the rest, took 
post in the same place where t hey had been 
stationed before ; and, by frequent titlering 
and repeated whispers, gave intimation to 
Fathom, that they would be glad of a second 
serenade. But he was loo well acquainted 
with the human iia.ssioris to indulge this their 
desire; it was his interest to ijillarno their 
impatience, ratlier than to gratify their ex- 
pectation ; and therefore lie tantalized them 
for some hours, by tuning his violin, and 
playing some flourishes, which, however, 
produced nothing to fulfil their withes. 

At the ordinary, he was accfistcd by a 
gentleman, a lodger in the same hou'^e, who 
assured him, that the ladles would take it as 
a great favour if he would let them know 
when he intended to amuse himseif again 
with his inslrunamt, that they might not, by 
falling asleep boforeliand. deprive tliernsclvts 
of the pleasure of hi.:«rjng his niusic. 'fo 
this message lie replied, with an air of con- 
sequence and rosiTve, that, tiiougli rnu-ic 
was not the art ho professed, he should be 
always complaisant enough to entertain the 
ladies to the utmost of his power, when tiieir 
commands were signified to him in a, manner 
suited to his character ; but tliat he would 
never put liirnscdf on the footing of an itine- 
rant harper, whose music is tolerated ihroiigli 
the medium of a hoard partituui. The gen- 
tleman haling reported this answer to his 
const itneuts, they empowered him to invite 
Doctor Fathom to breakfast, and ho \vas 
next morning introduced with the usual cere- 
mony, and treated with uncommon regard 
by ail the females of the house, assembled 
for his reception. 

i Havingthus broken the ice of their aversion 
in one part, so as that the beams of liis per- 
sonal accomplishments had room to operate, 
he soon effected a gtmeral thaw in his favour, 
and found himself growing once more intv> 
request among the most amiable parf of the 
creation. His company was coveted, and 
his taste consulted, in their balls, concerts, 
and private assemblies ; and he recompensed 
the regard thev paid to him with an incess- 
ant exertion of his agreeable talents, polite- 
ness, and good humour. 
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CHAPTER 1,1. 

Triumphs over a medical rival. 

Yet, in the midst of all this attention, his 
iiiedu:al capacity socmed to bo quite forgot. 
'Fhey respected his good broedincr, were 
charmed witJi his voice, and admired tlic 
fine touches of his hand upon tlio violin ; but 
in c ultivating the fiddler, they utterly neg- 
lected the physician ; and in vain did ho 
attempt to clivide their regard, by taking all 
opportunities to turn the conversation into a 
more interesting channel. It vias to little 
pur|)oso lie endeavoured to arouse the won- 
der of his audience with frequent descriptions 
of portentous maladies and anurzing cures 
he had seen and pcrfornied in the course of 
his study and practice abroad: and to no 
eftect did ho publicly busy lumself in making 
expcriuients on the rninoral water, in which 
ho pretended to have made several new and 
iriij»ortant discoveries. Those olforts did 
not make a lasting impression upon the minds j 
of the company ; because they saw nothing 
turprisuiig in a physician's being acquainted j 
with all the mysteries of his art ; and, as their 
custom was already bc.'ipnken for olhers of ] 
the profession, whom it was their interosl to 
employ, our adventurer might have starved 
in the midst of the cdicsses of his acquaint- 
ance, had not ho derived considerable advan- 
tage from a lucky accident in the course of 
his expectancy. 

A gentle woman’s daughter, of a v o*ikly 
constitution, by drinking tlio waters, li^.d so 
fir recovered her health and complcxiuii as 
to allure the a (lection of a young sipjirc in 
the neighbourhood, who airiii.sed her for some 
time with his addresses, until his heart was 
seduced by the char.ms of another young lady 
lately arrived at the wells. The forsaken 
nymph, shocked at this disgrace and morti- 
licntinn, rclap.-sed into her former languishing 
disordiT, and was by her mother put under 
the rrinagemcnt and prescription of a phy- 
sicft.n, who had been an industrious enemy 
of Fathom from his first appearance at Tun- 
brirfge. The patient, Uiougli violently cha- 
grined at tlie levity of her quondam admirer, 
was not altogether without hope, that the 
very same inconstancy which had prompted 
him to leave her, might in time induce him 
to return, after Uio novelty of his new passion 
should be worn off ; and this hope served to 
.support her under the sorrow and disgrace 
of her disappointment. At length, however, 
the squire and hia new mistress di.^a])peared, 
and some busy-body was officious enough to 
communicate this piece of news to the for- 
lorn sliephordess, with this additional cir- 
cumstance, that they were gone to a neigh- 
bouring parish to be joined in the bands of 
wedlock. 

The^ fiital tidings were no sooner im- 


parted to the abandohed PhylliE^, than she 
was seized with an hysteric lU ; and, what 
rendered the accident more uiifortmiate, her 
physician had been called to the country, 
and was not oxpocteil at Tunbridge till next 
day. The apothecary was immediately sum- 
moned ; and, being eitiier puzzleil by the 
symptoms, or afraid of encroaching upon the 
province of his superiors, advised the old 
lady to send for Doctor Fathom without 
delay. She had no other objection to this 
expedient, hut tlie enmity winch she kmnv 
.subsisted between the two Jei'clies : yet, hear- 
ing that her own doctor would not consult 
with Fathom ui>on his return, but perhaps 
renounce the jiatient, by which lueaii.s her 
daughter’s lieiillh might bt3 endangered, slic 
would not solicit our hero’s assistance, until 
the young lady had remained seven hours 
speechless and insensible ; when, her four 
prevailing over every otlier consideration, 
she implored the advice of our ailventnrer, 
who, having made the necessary inti'rroga- 
tion.s, and felt the patioiit^s pulse, which was 
regidar and distinct, found rcMisoii to con- 
clude, that the fit would not last much longer, 
and, after having observed that shi* w:i.s m 
a very dangerous way, presenhod some me- 
dicines for external application; and, to 
enhance their opinion of ln.s diligence and 
humanity, reaolved to stay in the room, and 
observe their ctfect. 

His judgment did not fail him on this occa- 
sion. In luss than lialf an hour after hi.s 
embrocations had been aiiplied, she recovered 
the UoO of her tongue, opened her eyes, and 
having, in delirious exclamations, upbraided 
her pm fidious lover,* became finite sensible 
and composed, though .she continued ex- 
tremely low and dc'jected : to remedy tliese 
sinkings, certain cordials were iminciliately 
admini.stfircd, according to the prescription 
of Doctor Fathom, upon wlioin e.xtraordiiiary 
oncorniuins were bestow'od by all present, 
who holievod he had actually rescucfl her 
frf*iii the jaws of flcath ; and as he was l>y 
this time let into the secrets of the family, 
ho found himself in a fair way of being an 
egregious fuvciirito of the old gentlewoman ; 
when Uhlijckily his brotluT, having dismissed 
his country patient with uncommon dispatch, 
entered the apartment, and eyed his rival 
with looks of inexpressible rage ; then sur- 
veying the patient, and the vials that stood 
upon the table, by turns , — ** What, in the 
name of God!” cried he, “is the meaning 
of all this trash 

** Really, doctor,” replied the mother, a 
little confounded at being thu.s taken by sur- 
prise, “ Biddy has been taken dangerously 
ill, and Inin seven or eight hours in a severe 
fit, from which I am confident she would 
never have recovered without the help of a 
physician ; and, as yon were uh.«cnt, we had 
recourse to this gentleman, wliose pn*scrip. 

I tion hath had a happy and surprising eftect.” 
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“ Effect !” cried this dflended member of the 
tUciiIly, “pshaw ! stuff! who made you judge 
of otferts or causes V* Then advancing to 
t'hc patient, “ What has been the matter, 
JVIiss Ihddy, that you could not wait tilt my 
return ?** 

IJcre Fathom interposing, — “Sir,” said 
lie, “ if you will stop into the next room, I 
will communicate my sentimcnt.s of the case, 
together with tlic method upon which I have 
proceeded, that we may deliberate upon the 
next fetep that is to be taken.” Instead of 
complying with this proposal, he seated him- 
self in a chair, with his hack to our adven- 
turer, and, while he examined Miss Biddy’s 
pulse, gave him to understand that he should 
not consult with him about the matter. 

Fathom, not in the least disconcerted at 
this uncivil answer, walked round his anta- 
gonist, and, placing himself in his front, de- 
sired to know his reason for treating him 
with such supercilious contempt, ** I am 
resolved,” said the other, “ never to consult 
with any physician \Yho has not taken his 
degrees at either of the English universities.” 
“ Upon the supposition,” replied our adven- 
turer, “ that no person can be properly edu- 
cated for the profession at any other school.” 
“ You are in the right,” answered Doctor 
jiooby, “ that is one of many reasons 1 have 
for declining the consultation.” 

“ How far you are in tlic right,” retorted 
Fathom, “ I leave the world to judge, after 
1 have observed, tliat, iu your English uni- 
vorsilios, there is no opportunity of studying 
llm art ; no, not so much us a lecture given 
on the subject : nor is there oue physician of 
m)te ill this kingdom u’^ho has not derived 
the greatest part of his medical knowledge 
from the instructions of foreigners.” 

liooby, incensed at this as.soveration, wJiich 
he was not prepared to refute, exclaimed, in 
a most infuriate accent, — “ Wiio are yon ? 
whence come you ? where were you bred ? 
You are one of tlio.se, I believe, who graduate 
themsclve.^, and commence doctors, tlic Lord 
knows how ; an interloper, who, without 
license or authority, comes hither to take the 
bread out of the mouths of gentlemen who 
liaveboen trained to the business in a regular 
manner, and bostow’cd great pains and ex- 
I>enso to qualify themselves for the profession: 
for my own part, rny ediicalioii co.st me fif- 
teen hundred pounds.” 

“ Never wus money laid out to less pur- 
pose,” said Ford ind, “ for it does not ap- 
)cor that you hH\e learrod so much as the 
^asid of medi(*al aoquwenienis, namely, that 
decorum and urbumty which ought to dis- 
tinguish the v*oportm''nt of every physician : 
you have even debased ilio noblest and most 
beneficial art that ever engaged the study of 
uuinkiml, which cannot he too much culti- 
vated, and too little rostrainod, in socking to 
limit the practice of it to a set of narrow- 
minded, illiberal wretches, v/lio, like the low- 


est handicraftsmen, claim the exclusive privi- 
leges of a corporation. Had you doubted my 
ability, you ought to have satisfied yourself iu 
a manner consistent with decency and can- 
dour ; blit your behaviour on this occasion is 
such u malicious outrage upon good maimers 
and humanity, that, wore it not for my ro- 
j^'ard to these ladies, I would chastise you 
for your insolence on the spot. Meanwhile, 
nmd.ani,” addressing himself to the mother, 
“ you must give me leave to insist upon your 
dismissing either that gentleman or me with- 
out iicsitation.” 

This peremptory language liad an instan- 
taneous effect upon the hearers. Looby’s 
face grew pale, and his ncthor-lip began to 
tremble ; the patient was di.-rnoyed, and the 
old gentlewoman concerned and perplexed. 
She earnestly besought the gentlemen to be 
reconciled to each other, and enter into a 
friendly consultation upon her daughter's 
distemper; but, finding both equally averse 
to accommodation, and Fathom becoming 
more and more importunate iu his demand, 
she presented him with a double fee ; and 
giving him to understand that Doctor I^ooby 
had long attended the family, and was inti- 
mately acquainted with her own ami Biddy’s 
constitutions, said, she hoped he would not 
take it amiss if she retained her old jihysician. 

Though onr hero w .is much mortified at 
this tritimph of his rival, he made a virtue of 
necessity, and retired with great complai- 
sance, wishing that Miss Biddy might never 
again be the subject <'f such a disagreeable 
dispute. Whether the patient was frightened 
at this altercation, or displeased with her 
mother's decision against an agreeable' young 
fellow, who had, as it were, recalled her 
from the grave, and made himself master of 
the secret that rankled at her heart, or the 
disease had wound up her nerves for another 
paroxysm, certain it is, she all of a sudden 
broke forth into a violent peal of laughter, 
which was succeeded by the most doleful 
cries, and otlier e.xprossions of grief ; then 
she relapsed into a til, attended with strong 
convulsions, to the unspeakable terror of\be 
old gentlewoman, who entreated Doi^tor 
Looby to he expeditious in his prescription : 
accordingly, he seized the pen with great 
confidence, and a whole magazine of anti- 
hysteric medicines were, in different forms, 
externally and internally applied. 

Nevertheless, cither nature was disturbed 
ill her own efforts by these applications, or 
the patient was re.solvod to disgrace the doc- 
tor; for tlie more remedies that were admi- 
nistered, her convulsions became the more 
violent; and, in spite of all his endeavours, 
he could not overcome the obstinacy of the 
distemper. Such a miscarriage, upon the 
back of bis rival’s success, could not fail to 
ovcrwlielm him with confusion, especially as 
the mother baited him with repeated entrea- 
ties to do something for the recovery^of her 
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daughter; at If’igth, alYer having exercised 
her [laticiice lu Miiii t’or several hours, this 
afteciionate parent caii]<l no longer suppress 
the suggestions of her concern, but, in an j 
incoherent strain, told him lliat her duty I 
Avotihl not suffer her to be longer silent in an 
affair on which depended the life of her dear 
( fnid ; that she ha<l seen enough to believe 
lie bail mistaken the case of poor Biddy, and 
lie could not justly blame her fi^r recalling 
Doctor Fathom, whose prescription had 
operated in n miraculous manner. 

Looby, shocked at this proposal, protested 
against it with great vehemenee, as an ox- 
jiedient highly injurious to liimself. “ My 
remedies/" said he. “ are just beginning l«> 
take effect, and, In all probability, the tit will 
not last much longer; so tliat, by calling in 
another person at this jnnetnn', you will de- 
fraud mo of that cretlil whicli is my duo, and 
derk iiiy adversary with trophies to which 
he ha.>> no pretension."’ She was ])revailed 
upon by this remonsinince to wait another 
lialf-hour, when, perceiving as yet no altcra- 
tion for the belter, and being distracted with 
her fears, wliich reproached her with want 
of natural aiVeetiou, she .sent a message to 
Doctor Fathom, di'siring to <ec* him with all 
possible (hsj)atch. 

He was not slow in uheyuig the call, but, 
ha.steni ng to the scene of action, was not a 
little siirfiri.sedto liiid lioohy still in the apart- 
ment. 'riiis gentleman, since better might 
not bo. resolved to sacrifice his pride to his 
intere.st, and, rather than loso hi& [uitientj 
altogf'thor, and run the iisk of forfeiting his 
n'putatioii at llie same liin<*, staid with in- 
tention to compronnse Ins differem-e with 
Fathom, that h(' might not be wiiolly excluded 
from the honour of the cure, in ea-^e it conUl 
he effect f‘d ; but he had reckoned without his 
iiost in his calculation id’ the eouiit’s placa- 
bility ; for, when he put on his oapilulatiug 
face', and, after a slight apology for his late 
! fliavioiir, ]»roposed that all animosity should ! 
subside in favour of the young lady, whose 
life was at stake, our hero rejected liis ad- 
vaift’os with mfuiitc disdain, and assured the 
1,101 her, in a very solemn tone, that, far from 
coiKsulting with a man who had treated him 
so imworlhily, he would not stay anotiior i 
minute in the house, unless he should see 
him di.-^oarded ; a sataslact ion barely .sufficient 
to ritnne for the affront he himself had suf- 
fered by the niyist prcfcre:icj 2 she had beffjrc 
given to lii.=J rival. 

There was no remedy ; Looby w^as obliged 
to retreat in his turn ; then our adventurer, 
approaching the hod-side, Tecomioitred the 
patient, examined the mediciiic.s which had 
been administered, and, lifting u)i his eyes in 
expressive silence, detached tlic footman 
wdth a new order to the apothecary, it was 
well the messenger used expedition, other- 
wise Doctor Fathom would have been anti- 
cipated by the operation of nature ; for, the 
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fit having almost run its career, Mis.s Biddy 
was on tlio point of retrieving her senses, 
when the frontal pre.seribed by Fathom was 
applied; to the effieaey of llii.s, therefore, 
was ascribed her recovery, when she opened 
her eyes, and began to pour forth unconnected 
eianilations ; and, m a lew moments aller, 
slie was jiersiuulcd to swallow a draught pre- 
pared for the pnrpo.se; tier perception re- 
turned, ami Ferdinand gained the reputation 
of having performed a second mirvaeh?. 

But he was furnished with a piece of in- 
telligence of. much more em*rgy liiaii all she 
had taken ; and, .so soon ,ns he c«>!ichidod she 
was capable to bear the news without any 
dangerous emotion, he, among other art ides 
of chit-eliai culled fi*r her amusemcnl, took 
the opportunity of telling the company, that 
Squire Stub (the cause of Miss Biddy’s *l»s- 
order) liad, in his way to matrimony, been 
robbed of his bride by a gentlemaii to whom 
she had boon formerly engaged. He had 
vvaiiod for her on piir|)oso at an inn on t!ie 
road, where he found means to appease her 
displeasure, whicli he had, it seems, inciirn'd, 
and to supersede her new lover, whom she 
quitted without ceremony; iqxin which lbc‘ 
squire had returiicd to Tunbridge, cursing 
her levity, yet blessing Ins goml .stars for 
having .«!0 seas«>iuihly prevented his rum, 
which W'ould liave infallibly boon the ronse- 
qnence of Ids marrying such an a.dvcntnrcr. 

It would be snpertluous to obsiTVO that 
these tidings operated hkf‘ an admirable 
specific on the .spirits of the young lady, who, 
while slio affected to pity the sipure, was .so 
iriiich overjoyed at his disa'ipointmrml, that 
her <'yes liegan to sparkle with uncommon 
vivaicity, and, in le.s.s than Iw'o hours a Her 
the last of tho.se terrible attacks, she was 
restc»red to a belter state of Iiealtli than .six* 
had enjoyed for many weeks. Fathom was 
not forgot orni did. the rejoicings of the family : 
l)e>.ides a hand.sorne gratuity for the effecl.'< 
of hifujxtraordlnaryskdl, theold lady favoureil 
hil l with n. general invitation to her house; 
ami the dnijgliter not (*nly considered him as 
the nM/iPT of her health, and angel of her 
good fortune, hut abso began to discover an 
uncommon relish for his converaation : so 
that ho was struck with the jirospect of suc- 
ceeding Squire Stub in her nff’eclion ; a con- 
quest which, if sanctioned by the approhaliou 
of the mother, would console liim for all t bo 
disappointment.s he had sitstained ; for Mis.s 
Biddy w^as entitled to a fortune of ten thou- 
sand pound.s, provided she should marry with 
the consent of Jier parent, who was the sole 
executrix of the fathers will. 

Animated with the hope of such an advan- 
tageous match, onr adventurer niisserl no 
opportunity of improving the hHlgerncnt he 
had made, while the two ladie.s failed nor to 
extol his medical capacity among all their 
female acquaintance. By mean.s of this 
circulation, his advice was demanded in se- 



SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


48.S 

vcral othf'f casos, wlitrli ho inana^d with 
such an iiuposiii^^ an* of sagacity and impor- 
tance, that his tame began to spread, and, 
bfMbrc the end of the season, lie had ravished 
more lhan one half of the business from his 
eoinpotitor, N ot withstanding those fortunate 
events, he foresaw that ho should lind great 
difficulty in transplanting liis reputation, so 
as to take, root in London, which was the 
only soil in which he could propose to rise 
to any degree of prosperity and independence; 
and this reflection was grounded upon a 
maxim which universally prexails among the 
English people, namely, to oVerlook and 
wholly neglect, on their return to the me- 
tropolis, all the conno'cions they may have 
chanced to acquire during tlieir residence at 
any of the medical wells: and this social 
disposition is so scnijmlously inaintaincfl, 
that two persons wiio lived in the most inti- 
mate corresporidenco at JLith or Tunbridge 
shall, in four-and-twonty hours, so totally 
forget their friendship, as to meet in St 
James’s Park, without betraying the le.aijt 
token of recognition ; so that one would ima- 
gine those mineral waters - were so many 
sti'eains issuing from the river l 4 f'tlie,so famed 
of old for washing away all truces of memory 
and rceoJJection. 

Aware cd’ this oblivious principle, Doctor 
Fathom collected all his qualifications, in 
order to make such an impression upon the 
heart of Miss Riildy, as would resist all her 
endeavours to shake him from her remem- 
brauco ; and his efibrts suci.'cedcd so well, 
that Squire Stub's advances to a reconcilia- 
tion were treated with maiiifi'st indilferoiice. 
In all probability, our lieio would have made 
a very advantageous campaign, had not his 
good fortpne been retarded hy an obstruction, 
which fas lie did not peiTi'ivc il) he could 
not possibly surmount. In disidaying hi.s 
nccompli.shmeiifs to eaptiviile the <iauglitcr, 
he had unwittingly made an absolutfj con- 
quest of the inotlu'r, w ho superiutouded the 
conduct of Miss Riddy with sueli jealous 
vigilance, that h<' conhl find no opportunity 
of profiting by the progress he had made in 
her heart ; for the careful matron would never 
lose sight of her. no, not flir one moment. 

1 lad the old lady given tlie least intimatj'on 
to our adventurer of the seiiiimcnts she en- 
tertained ill his behali; Jiis complaisance was 
of such a pliable texture, that he w'ould have 
quilled his other pursuit, and made her the sole 
object of atteicinn ; hut she either depended 
upon the cfleci ot nih own good taste and dis- 
cernment, or was too proud to di-^closc a 
passion wiiich he had hitherto overlooked. 

CHAPTER LII. 

Repairs to the metrapnJis^ atiJ enrols him- 
self among the sons nf P<can. 

Before this alfair could be brought to a pro- 


per explanation, the season being almost 
ended, the ladies drafted from Tunbridge, 
,and in a little time Doctor Fathom followed 
tiiom to London, having previously obtained 
permission to visit them in that metropolis, 
lie liad solicited the same favour of some 
other families, in which he hoped to take 
root. though he knewMhey were pre-engaged 
to difleront pliysicians ; and resolving to 
make his lirst medical appearance in London 
with some cc/rt^ he not only purchased an 
old chariot, which was new painted for the 
purpose, but likewise hired a footman, whom 
he ciothod in laced livery, in order to distin- 
guish himsoJf from the common run of Ins 
brethren. 

This equipage, though nuieli more expen- 
sive than his finances could hoar, lie found 
absolutely necessary to give him a ehimci* 
for employment ; as every shabby retainer to 
physic ni this capital, had provided himself 
with a vehicle, which was rillogc^ther used 
by way of a travelling sigii-post, to draw in 
customers ; so tliat a walking physician was 
considered as an obscure pedlar, trudging 
from street to street, with his pack of know- 
ledge on his shoulders, and selling iiis rem- 
nants of udvicf' hy retail. A chariot w.is not 
now set up for the roiivonieiu’e of a man 
sinking under the liitigiu* of i‘xtensjv(? prac- 
tice, hulas a piece of f inuture c\ei*y way as 
necessary as a large periwig with three tails ; 
and a ph}>ie'uin, let his merit in otlier respech- 
1)0 never so eon>Miciioiis, ran no more expect 
to hceuinf* business, wirhoiit 

the assistuuee of this implomenf, than he can 
I liiq)e to live without toud, or breathe without 
a windpipi’. 

This requisite is so well understood, tiait, 
exc]usi\c of those who profess themsi'lves 
doctors, every raw surgeon, every idle apo- 
tJiemiy, who can make interest with some 
fool-hardy co;K*hmaker,may be seen dancing 
the hays in all places of public resort, and 
grinning to one another from their respective 
carriages. Heneo jiroceivl many of those 
cruel accidents whh li are recorded in the 
daily papers. An apothecary’s horse.s t.^ke 
fright and run away with his chariot, which 
IS hoard of no more : an eminent surgeon 
boingovertnrncd, is so terrified at the thoughts 
of mutilation, that he resolves to walk on 
toot all the days of his life; and the coach- 
man of a physician of groat practice, having 
the misfortune to be disabled by a flill from 
the box, his master can never find another 
to supply his place. 

None of these observations escaped tlie 
penetrating eye of Fathom, who, before he 
pretended to seat himself in this machine, 
iiad made proper inquiry into all the other 
methods practised vvitli ii view to keep the 
wJiecJs in motion. In his researches, he 
found that the great world was wholly en- 
grossed by a few practitioners who bad arrived 
; at llie summit of reputation, consequently 



.\I)VENTURE8 OF FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 


were no longer obliged to cultivate those arts 
oy which tlicy rose ; and that the rest of the 
business was parcelled out into small inclo- 
Fiiros, occupied by dilferent groups of per- 
soiiages, male and female, who stood in rings, 
and tossed iIjc’ ball from one to another, 
tliere being in each department two sets, the 
Muiividuals of which relieved one another 
occasionally. Every knot was composed of 
a waiting-woman, nurse, apothecary, sur- 
geon. and physician, and sometiines’a mid- 
wife was adinittod into the party ; and in tins 
iiiiiiiner the farce was commonly performed. 

A line lady, fatigued with idleness, coni- 
])l:iins of the vapours, is deprived of her rest, 
t -hough not so sick ;;is to have recourse to 
medicine ; lier favonrilo maid, tired witli giv- 
ing her attendance in the night, thinks pro- 
j>er, for the benefit of her own repose, to 
eomjilain of a violent headach, and recoin- 1 
mends to her mistress a nurse of approved I 
tomb', ness and discretion ; at whose house 
(in nil likeli!iood) the said chambcr-maid 
lintli oil given the ri'iidezvous to a male friend, 
'riic nurse, well skilled in the mysteries of ’ 
iior ocfuipation, persuades the patient, that 
her malady, fir from being slight or chiiuen- 
c:jI, may proceed to a very dangerous degree 
of the hysterical ulb'ition, unless it be nipt 
in tile bud liy some very olfectual remedy: 
Ih.cu she recounts a surprising cur(3 performed 
by a certain apothecary, and appeals to the 
testimony of thi' uahing woni.ni, who being 
the gossip of l:is wife, crmflrms the evidence j 
ai’d corrolioratcs the proposal. Tiie npothc- 
c.iry being summoned, timls .her ladyship in 
such a delicate situation, that he declines 
]>re>rrihing, and ndviscs lior to semi for a 
j'!iy?»:ci!in without delay. 7'h.i nomination 
cf course tails to I.iiu, and llie tloctor being 
cubed, declares tin* necessity of immediate 
\enesecTion, whn li is accordingly performed 
by the surgeon of the associatiuii. 

'i’lns IS one way of beginning the game: 
th'mgli the commencement oOen vanes, and 
sometimes tlio apothecary, and soiiiethncs 
tl’.e nliysiciaii, opens the s<‘ene ; but, be that 
.'‘.'•it will, tliey always appear in a string, 
like a llight of wild geese, ami each confede- 
racy maintains a corrosfiondence with one 
])3rlicular undertaker. Fathom, upon the.so 
considerations, set up his rest in the first 
■floor of an apotliccary m the neighbourhood 
of (blaring Cross, to whom he was introduced 
by a letter from a friend at Tunbridge, and 
who being made acquainted with his ability 
ainl scheme, promised to let .«<ljp no oppor- 
tunity of serving him ; and, indeed, seemed 
to cspon.se his interest with great alacrity, 
lie introduced him to some of his patients, 
on the strength of a gratis visit, sounded 
forth his praise among all the good women 
of hia acquaintance ; and even prevailed upon 
him to publish advertisements, importing, 
that ho would every day, at a certain time 
and yface, give bis advice to the poor for 
3M 
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nothing; hoping that by means of some lucky 
cure his fame might he extended, and hii* 
practice grow into retpiest. 

In the mean turn?, his chariot rolled along 
through all the mo^t frequented streets, dur- 
ing the whole forenoon, ami, at the usual 
hour, lie never failed to make his appearance 
.at the medical coffeehouse, with all that 
solemnity of feature and address, by which 
the inodern faoiis ot' Pirun are ilistinguislied ; 
not but that ho was often puz'/ded iilunit the 
decision of his diurnal route : for the rnclliod 
of driving up one street and do'vn another, 
without halting, was bc'coir.e such a slab 
expedient, that the V(*ry ’prentii'es used ti» 
stand at the sliop-doors, and ridicule thevaiu 
parade. At lengtii, how('\cr, he perused the 
map of Loudon with gre.al diligence, and 
having acquired a distinct idea of its topo- 
graphy,- used to alight at tlie end of h'ug 
narrow thoroughlbreH and paved courts, where 
the i-hanot was ordered to wait till hi.^ re 
turn ; and walking with great gravity throvigli 
the different turnings of thefie alleys, regain 
Ills carnage by another passage, and resuiur- 
his seat with an air of \ asf impoit ance. Wit h 
a view to protract, the lime of Ium supposed 
visits, he would, at one place, Uiru aside t«‘ 
the wall ; at anotlier, cheapen an urinal; at 
a third ci»nier, rend a ijuack advertisenuMis , 
or lounge a ^e .v numites in .some U»>okseIlefV 
shop; and, lastly, glide into soim* ohscuie 
coifeeiiou-^e, and ticat himself with a dram 
of usquehuj;gh. 

The othc'f means used to force a trade, 
such as ordering himstdf to bo culled frou* 
church, alarming the neighbourhood with 
knockingnt his di^or in llio night, ri-'ceiviug 
siuhlen iues.‘<agert in places of resort, and 
inserting liis cures by way of news in the 
daily papers, had been so injudiciously hack- 
neyed by every dejspernte sculler in pliysu , 
that they Iiad lost their effect upon the pub- 
lic, and tJieroforc were excluded from the 
piofi of our adventurer, whose scheme for th<' 
provsent, was to exert liinisclf in winning Ih" 
fitmir of tliose sage sibyls, who keep, as it 
were, tiio temple? of mcilicine, and admit llu 
young priest to the service of the altar ; hii* 
this ho consulered as a temporary project 
only, until he should have acquired intcro.si 
enough to erect a hospital, lock, or infirroarv , 
by the voluntary subscription of his friends , 
a scheme which had Hueceoded.to a mirac-e 
with many of the [>rotossion, wdio had raise«I 
themselves into notice upon the carcusse.s oi 
the poor. 

Yet even this branch was aJrc'ady over- 
stocked, insomuch that almost every street 
was furnished with one of these charitable 
receptacles, which, in:*tead of diniinishing 
the taxes for the maintenance of tlie poor, 
encouraged the vulgar to be idle and disso- 
lute, by opening an asylum to them and their 
families, from the diseases of poverty and 
intemperance : for it remains to be proved. 
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that the parish rate.s afe decreased, the bills 
of morlahty lessened, the people more iiu- 
inerows, or tJie streets less infested with beg- 
gars, noiwitlistanding the immense sums 
yearly granted by individuals for the relief 
»d'fho indigent. 

But, waving these reflections, Doctor Fa- 
thom hoped that lus landlord would be a 
most useful implement for extending his in- 
fluence, and, for that reason, admitted him 
into a degree of partnership, after being fully 
convinced that he was not under articles to 
any oUier physician. Nevertheless, he was 
very much mistaken in reckoning on the im- 
portance of his new ally, who was, like him- 
self, a needy adventurer, settled upon credit, 
and altogetliiT unemployed, except among 
the very refuse of the iieojile, whom no other 
person would lake the trouble to attend : so 
that our hero got little else than experience 
and trouble, excepting a few guineas, wdiich 
lie madii shift to glean among sojourners, 
with whom he became occasionally acquaint- 
ed, or young jieoplc, who had been imfortu- 
iiato ill their amours. 

Jn the midst of these endeavours, he did 
not omit his duty to the old gentlewoman, 
whoso daughter he had cured at Tunbridge ; 
and was always received with particular 
complacency, wdiicU perhaps he, in some 
inoasiiro, owed to his genteel equipage, that 
•rave credit to every door before which it was 
.seen ; yet Miss Biddy was ns inaccessible as 
e\er, while the mother became ‘.more and 
more warm in her civilities, till at length, 
after bluing prepared him with some c.xtra- 
nrdiiiary compliments, she gave him to under- 
sland, that Biddy was no bettor than n giddy- 
headed girl, far from being uiiexcoptioiiablo 
in her moral clia ruder, and particularly de- 
licieiit in duty and gratitude to her, who had 
been always a tender and indulgent parent; 
she was therefore determined to puni.^h the 
voung minx lor her levity and want of natu- 
ral nflection, by allering her own condition, 
could she find a w«)rthy and agreeable man, 
on whom she could bestow her hand and for- 
tune without a blusJi. 

The film wns instantly removed from Fa- 
tlmm’s eyes l.ythis declaration, which she 
uMered with such a significancy of look, as 
thrilled to his soul with joyful presage, while 
lie replied, i< would, indeed, bq ,a diflicult 
task to find a man \Vho aieriUstiKsUcli* happi- 
ness and honour; hut, ^fcly, some there 
wore, who '.vu..*d task theft;! feiculties to the 
isttermosi in manife.siii^rf their gratitude, and 
ilesiro of rcndt'ri Mg Ihemsdves worthy of such 
distinction. Thougij this answer was pro- 
nounced in such a maimer, as gave lier to 
understand he had taken the hint, she would 
not cheapen hert^ilesceusion so much as to 
explain herself flpter at that juncture, and 
he was very welTcontented to woo her on 
her own terms ; accordingly ho began to sctu 
son!^|j^haviour with an air of gallantry, 


when lie had opportunities of being particular 
with tins new inamorata, and, in proportion 
to the returns she made, he gradually detached 
himself from Miss Biddy, by intermitting, 
and at last discontinuing, those ardent cx- 

} mess ions of love apd admiration, which he 
lad made shift to convey in private looks 
and stolen whispers, during the rancorous 
inspection of her mother. 

, Such alteration could not long escape the 
jealous eyes of the young lady, no more than 
the cause of this alienation, which, in a mo- 
ment, converted all her love into irreconcila- 
ble hate, and filled her whole soul with the 
most eager desire of vengeance : for she now 
not only considered him as a mercenary 
WTetch, who had slighted her attractions for 
the sordid gratifications of avarice, but also 
as an interloper, who wanted to intercept 
her fortune, in the odious character of a 
father-in-law. But, before she coiilti bring 
her aim to any ripeness of contrivance, her 
mother having caught cold at church, was 
seized with a rheumatic fever, became deli- 
rious in less than three days, and, notwith- 
standing all the prescriptions and care of her 
admirer, gave up the ghost, without having 
retrieved the use of her senses, or been able 
to manifest, by will, the sentiments she enter- 
tained in favour of her physician, who (as the 
reader will easily perce'.^e) had more reasons 
than one’to be mortally chagrined at lliis event. 

Miss Biddy h'oing* thus put in possessioii 
of the whole inhcniaiice, not only renounced 
all correspondence w ith Doctor Fathom, by 
forbidding him the but likewise to(»k 

all opportunities of prejudicing his charactor, 
by hinting, that her dear mamma had fallen 
a sacrifice to his ignonince and presumption. 


CHAPTER LlII. 

Acquires employment in consequence of a 
lucky viiscarritjs^e. 

These ill offices, however, flir from answer- 
ing her purpose, had a quite contrary effec'L : 
for, in consequence of her invectives, he was, 
in a few days, called to the wife of a mer- 
chant, who piously hoped, that his practice 
would not give Miss Biddy the lie. The 
patient had long lingered under a complica- 
tion of distempers, and being in no immediate 
danger of her life, Doctor Fathom was in no 
hurry to strike n decisive stroke ; till the hus- 
band growing impatient of delay, and so 
explicit in his hints, that it was impossible 
to misapprehend his meaning, our adventurer 
[resolved to do something effectual for his 
satisfaction, and prescribed a medicine of 
such rough operation, as lie thought must 
either oblig6 his employer, or produce a 
change in the lady’s constitution, that would 
make a noise in the world, and bring a now 
accession to his fame. r 
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Proceeding rpf>n these maxims, he could 
not be disappointed : the rtniiedy played its 
part with sucii violence, as reduced tlic pa- 
tient to extremity, and the merchant had 
actually bespoken an undertaker ; when, after 
a bories of swoonings and convulsions, nature 
so far prevailed, as to expol at once the pro- 
scription and the disease ; yet the g^od- 
iintureiriiusband was so much aiTocted with 
the agonies to which he saw the wife of his 
hot?om exposed by this spocitic, that although 
the eflbct of it was her perfect recovery, he 
could never bear the sight of Fathom for the 
future, nor even hear his name montioned, 
without giving signs of horror and iiidigha- 
t'u:i ; nay, he did not scruple to aflirm, that, 
had our adventurer been endowed with the 
least tincture of humanity, lie w’ould have 
sutTered the poor woman to depart in peace, 
rather than restore her to health, at the 
e.\pcns(3 of such anxiety and torture. 

On the other liMud, this oxtraorduiar}' cure 
v. as blazoned abroad by the good lady and 
lier gos.si)>s, witli suoli exaggerations as 
roused the astoinshmenl of the public, .and 
concurred W’iih the report of his last mis- 
( arnago, to bring him upon the carpet, ns tlie 
universal subject of discourse. When a phy- 
sician becomes the towm talk, he generally 
concludes his business more than half done, 
even though his fame should wholly turn upon 
Ids mal-practicc ; insomuch that some mem- 
bers of tjio faculty liave been heard to com- 
jilain, that they liovor had the good fortune 
to be publicly accused of homicide : and it is 
well known, that a certain famous empiric of 
our day never nourished to any degree of 
\vealth and reputation, till after he had been 
attacked in print, and fairly convicted of hav- 
ing destroyed a good number of the human 
species. tSucccs.s raised upon sucli a founda- 
tion would, by a disciple of Plato, and some 
modern moralists, be as^^ribed to the innate 
virtue and genero.sity of the human heart, 
which naturally e.spouses the cause that needs 
protection : but I, whoso notions of human 
ex' elleuce are not ipiite so sublime, am apt 
to believe it is owing to that spirit of self- 
conceit and contradiction, which is, at least, 
as universal, if not as natural, as the moral 
sense so warmly contendeil for by those ideal 
philosophers. ' 

The most infamous wretch often finds fus 
account’ in these' principles of malevolence 
and self-love : for wheresoever his character 
falls under discussion, there is generally some 
person present, who, either from an affecta- 
tion of singularity, or envy to the accusers, 
undertakes his defence, and endeavours to 
invalidate the articles of his impeachment, 
until he is heated by altercation, and hurried 
into more eflbctual measures for his advan- 
tage. If such benefits accrue to those who 
have no real merit to depend upon, surely 
our hero could not but reap something ex- 
traordinary from the debates to which he 


now gave rise ; as, b\* the miraculous cure 
he had eflocted, all his patient’s friends, all 
the enemies of her husband, all those wlio 
envied his otlior adversary, were interc^steu 
in his behalf, exclusive of such admirers jjs 
surprise and curiosity might engage in hia 
cause. 

Thus wafted upon the wings of applause, 
his fame soon diffused itself into all rhe cor- 
ners of this groat cupiliil : the newspapers 
teemed with his pniiso : and in order to keep 
up the attention of the public, his emissaries, 
male and female, separated into difterent 
coftcehouses, companies, and clubs, where 
they did not fail to coi^ment upon these arti- 
cles of intelligence. Such a fu\ mrahle in- 
cident is, of itself, sufficient to Houl the bark 
of a man’s fortune: he was, in a few days, 
called to another- Indy, Jabonring under the 
same disorder he had so sucre.^sfuTly dispelled, 
and she thought herself benefited by his ad- 
vice. Ills acquaintance naturally ext{?nd(‘il 
itself among the visitants and allies of his 
patients; he was recommended from family 
to family ; the fees began lo multiply ; a 
variety of footmen apjioared every day at his 
door; he discontinued his sham circuit; and 
looking upon the present conjuncture as 
that tide in his iiftuirs, which (according t<» 
Shakspeare) when taken at tlie full leads on 
to fort line, he resolved that the opportunity 
should not be lost, and applied himself with 
such aRsifiuity to his practice, that, in all like- 
lihood, he ^;»ould have earned the palm from 
all his contemporaries, had he not .‘split ujion 
the same rock which had shipwrecked his 
hopes before. 

\Vc have formcfly descanted upon that 
venereal appetite winch glowed in the con- 
stitution of our adventurer, and with all his 
philosophy and caution could hardly keep 
within bounds; the reader, llicrefore, will 
not be much surpri.sed to learn, that, in the 
exercise of his profession, ho contracted an 
intimacy with a clergyman’s wufe, whoiu ho 
atlendt^fl as a physician, and whose conjugal 
virtue he subdued by a long and diligmit ex- 
ertion of his delusive arts, while her mind 
was enervated by sickness, and her husband 
abroad upon hia necessary occasions. This 
unhappy patient, who was a woman of an 
agreeable person and lively conversation, fell 
a sacrifice to her own security and self-con- 
ceit : her want of health had confined her to 
a sedentary life, and, her imagination being 
active and restless, she had spent those hours 
■ in reading, which other young women devote 
to company and diversion ; but, as her studies 
were not superintended by any person of 
taste, she haa indulged her own fancy with* 
out method or propriety. The Spectator 
taught her to be a critic and philosopher; 
from plays she learned poetry and wit ;'and 
derived her knowledge of life from books of 
history and adventures. Frauglit with these 
acquisitions, and furnished by nature with 
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iincominoii vivacity, she despised her own 
sex, and courted the society of men, among 
whom ehc thought her talents might be more 
lionourahly displayed ; fully confident of her 
own virtue and sagacity, which enabled her j 
to set all their arte at defiance. | 

, Tiius qualified, she, in an evil hour, had 
recourse to the advice of our adventurer, for 
some ailment under wdiich she had long la< 
boured, and found such relief from his skill, 
as very much prepossessed her in his favour. 
She was no less ])loased with his obliging 
manners than with his physic, and found 
much entertainment in his conversation ; so 
that the acquaintance proceeded to a degree 
of intimacy, during which he perceived her 
weak side, and, being enamoured of her per. 
son, flattered her out of all her caution. The 
privilege of his character furnished him with 
opportunities to lay snares for her virtue ; 
and, taking advantage of that listlcssiiess, 
languor, and indolence of the spirits, by 
which all the vigilance of the soul is relaxed, 
he, afier a long course of attention and per- 
severance, found means to make shipwreck 
of her peace. 

Though he mastered her chastity, he could 
not quiet her conscience, which incessantly 
upbraided her with broach of the marriage- 
vow ; nor did her undocr escape without a 
share of the reproaches suggested by her 
penitence and remorse. This internal anxiety 
co-operating with her disease, and perhaps 
with the medicines he prescribciL reduced 
her to the brink of the grave ; when her hus- 
band returned from a neighbouring kingdom, 
in consequence of her earnest request, joined 
lothe inforniatioq of hOr friends, who had 
written to him an account of the extremity 
in which she was. Tlie good man was aflHct- 
ed beyond measure, when he saw lnmsclf 
upon the verge of losing a wife wliora he had 
always tenderly loved; but what were his 
emotions, when she, taking the first oppor- 
tunity c»f his being done with lier, accosted 
him to this effect: — “I arn now hastening 
towards that dis.«^olution from which no mortal 
is exempted; and though the prospect of 
futurity is altogether clouded and uncertain, 
iny conscience will not allow me to plunge 
into eternity without unburdening ray mind, 
and, by an ingenuous confession, malting all 
the atonement in my power for the ingrati- 
tude I have been guilty of, and the wrongs I 
have coimnitted against a virtuous husband, 
who never gave "je cause of complaint. You 
stand amaztd at tliis preamble; but, alas! 
how will you be shocked when I own that I 
have betrayed you in your absence ; that f 
have trespassed agdnst God and my marriage 
vow, and fallen from the pride and confidence 
of virtue, to the most abject stale of vice: 
yes, I have l»ecn unfaithful to your bed, hav- 
ing fallen a victim to tbti infernd insinuations 


of a villain, who took advantage of my weak 
and unguarded moments. Fathom is the 
wretch who hath tlius injured your honour, 
and ruined my unsuspecting innocence. 1 
have nothing to plead in afleviation of my 
crime, hut the most sincere contrition of 
heart : and though, at any other juncture, I 
could not expect your forgiveness, yet, as I 
now touch the goal of life, I trust in your 
humanity and benevolence for that pardon 
which will lighten the sorrows of my soul, 
and those prayers which I hope will entitle 
me to favour at the throne of grace.”. 

The poor husband was so much over- 
whelmed with grief and confusion at this 
unexpected address, that he could not recol- 
lect himself till after a pause of several 
minutes, when uttering a hofiow groan, — 
“ 1 will not,” said he, “ aggravate your suffer- 
ings, by reproaching you wit h my wrongs ; 
though your conduct Jiath been but an ill 
return for all my tenderness and esteem. 
I look upon it as a trial of my chnstian 
patience, and bear my misfortunes with resig- 
nation: meanwhile I forgive you from my 
heart, and fervently pray, that your repent- 
ance may be acceptable to the Father of 
Mercy.” So saying, he approached her bed- 
side, and embraced her in token of bis sin- 
cerity. Whether this generous condescen- 
sion diffused such a composure upon her 
spirits, ’as tended to the ease and refreshment 
of nature, which had been almost exhausted 
by disease and vexation, certain it is, that 
from this day she began to struggle with her 
malady in surprising eflrirts, and hourly gained 
ground, until her health was pretty well re- 
established. 

This recovery was so far beyond the hu.s- 
band’s expectation, that he began to make 
very serious reflections on the event, and 
even to wish lie had not been quite so pre- 
cipitate in pardoning the backslidings of Ins 
wife ; for though he could not withhold his 
compassion from a dying penitent, ho did 
not at all relish the thoughts of cohabiting, 
as iisuaJ, with a wife sedf-convicted of the 
violation of the matrimonial contract: ho 
therefore' considered his declaration as no 
I more than a provisional pardon, to take place 
[ on condition of her immediate death ; and, 
in a little time, not only communicated to 
her his sentiments on the subject, but also 
separated himself from her company, secured 
the evidence of her maid, who had been con- 
fidante in her amour with Fathom, and imme- 
diately sot on foot a prosecution against our 
adventurer, whose behaviour to his wife he 
did not fail to promulgate, with all its aggra- 
vating circumstances. By these means the 
doctor’s name became so notorious, that 
every man was afraid of admitting him into 
his house, and every woman ashamed of 
soliciting his advice. 
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CHAPTER LIV, 

His eclipse and gradual declinatimi. 

AfiSFORTUNES scUlom coniG isingle ; upon 
tht* back of this hue and cry, he unluckily 
proscribed pldobotomy to a geiilleman of 
some rank, who chanced to expire during 
the operation ; and quarrelled with his land- 
lord the apothecary, who charged him with 
having forgot the good offices he had ’done 
him in the oeginning of his career^ and de- 
bired he would provide himself with another 
lodging. 

Ail Uiese mishapfl, treading upon the heels 
of one another, had a very mortifying effect 
iipoii his practice. At every tea-table, his 
iiarnc was occasionally put to the torture, 
with that of the vilo creature whom he had 
seduced ; though it was ^merally taken fur 
granted, by all those female casuists, that 
.she must have made the first advances ! for 
it could not be supposed that any man would 
lake much trouble in laying .schemes for the 
ruin of a person whose attractions were so 
slender, especially considering tlio ill state 
uf her health, a circumstance that seldom 
ridds to a woman’s beauty or good humour: 
l)e.sidos, she was always a pert minx, that 
uficclcd singularity, and a masculine manner 
ol* speaking; and many of them had foreseen 
that she- would, some time or other, bring 
herself into such a premunire. At all gossip- 
pi ngs where the apothecary or his wife as- 
sisted, Fathom’s pride, ingratitude, and mal- 
practice, were canva.^sed; in all clubs of 
married men, he was nicritioned with marks 
of abhorrence and detestation; and every 
medical coffiie-house rung with his reproach. 
Instances of his ignorance and pre.suniption 
were quoted, and many pa.rticulars feigned 
for the purpose of defamation ; so that our 
hero was exactly in the situation of a horse- 
man, who, in riding at full speed for the 
pliite, is thrown from the saddle in the middle 
of tile race, and left without sense ur molbm 
upBu the plain. His progrc''S, iliough rapid, 
had been so short, tliat he could not be sup- 
posed to have laid up store against such a 
ilay of trouble; and as ho still cherished 
fiopes of surmounting those obgtaclc.s which 
had so suddenly started up in his way, ho 
would not resign his equipage, nor retrench 
iii.s expenses ; but appeared, as usual, in all 
]»!ihlic places, with that serenity and confi- 
dence of feature which he had never deposi- 
ted, and maintained his external pomp upon 
the little he had reserved in the days of his 
prosperity, and the credit he had acqmred 
by the punctuality of his former payments. 
Both these funds, however, failed in a very 
little time; his law-suit was a gulf that 
swallowed up all his ready money ; and the 
gleanings of his practice w^ere scarce suffi- 
cient 4o answer hw pocket, cxpcwei, which 


now increased in proportion to the decrease 
of business ; for, os he hud more idle time, 
and was less admitted into private families, 
so he thought he had more occasion to en- 
large his acquaintance among his own sex, 
who alone were able to support him in his 
disgrace with the other, lie accordingly 
listed himself in .several clubs, and endea- 
voured to monopolize the vonoa'iil branch of 
trade; though' this was but an indifferent 
resource ; for almost all his patients of this 
class were such as either could not, or would 
not, properly recompense the physician. 

For some time he lingered in this sitnatioii, 
without going upwards or dowiiwnrd.'^, float- 
ing like a wisp of .straw at the icrmng of the 
tide, until he could no longer amuse the per- 
son of whom he had hired his eoaeh hor.'se.s, 
or postpone the other demands W'hieh multi- 
plied upon him every day. Then was his 
chariot overturned with a liideous crasli, and 
his face so much wounded willi the sliivers 
of tht‘ gla.s.s, which went to pieces in the full, 
that he appeared in t.he coflei*-hoii.se with 
half a dozen black patclics upon his coiinti'- 
nance, gave a most circumstantial detail ot' 
the risk he had run, and declared, that Ik? 
did not believe he should ever hazard him- 
self again in any sort of wheel i‘arringe. 

Soon ailerthis accident, he took an oppor- 
tunity of telling his frioTuls, in the same pub- 
lic place, that ho Iiud turned away his foot- 
man on account of his dninkenucss, and was 
resolved, fg^ tlio future, to ki;cp none b»'t 
[ maids in his service, becausi? men-sorvanls 
I are gcnf*rally impudent, lazy, ilobuuchml, or 
I dishonest; and, afVer all, neither so neat, 
handy, nor ngroeabte, a.s the other sex. In 
the rear of this resolution, he shilled hi.s 
lodgings into a private eourt, being ilistraotfd 
with tiie din of carnages, that disturb the in- 
habitants who live towards the open street; 
and gave his at'quaintaiico to uiidfirstniiil, 
that he had a medical work upon the an’.il, 
which he could not finish witlniut being in- 
dulged in silence and tranquillity. Jn eli'ecr, 
he gradually put on the o.vterior.s ofan iinthor. 
His watch, with an horizontal movement by 
Hraharn, which he had ollen mentioned, and 
shown ns a vi*ry curious piece of workman- 
ship, began, about this time, to be very mucli 
out of order, and was committed to tiio care 
of a mender, wlio was in no liurry'to ro.sto.-e 
it. His tie-wig degenerated into a nny'.r; 
he sometimes appeared without a Mv<.ri] ; 
and wa^ even observed in public vvilh a 
second day’s shirt : at least hi.s clothes becariie 
rusty ; and, when ho walked about tliO street.-', 
his head turned round in a siu firising rnanniT, 
by an involuntary motion in hi.'? nock, whmli 
he had contracted by a habit of reeonnoitr.iig 
the ground, that ho might avoid all dangerous 
or ^disagreeable encounters. 

Fathom, finding himsidf descending tlie 
hill of fortune with an acquired gravitation, 

! strove to catcli at every twig, •in order to 
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stop or retard his descent. lie now regret- dependence : accordingly, he had, from fime 
ted the opportunities he h^d neglected, of to time, accommodated him with small trifles, 
marrying one of several women of moderate which barely served .to support his existence, 
Jbrtune, who had made advances to him in and even for these had taken notes of hand, 
the zenith of his reputation; and endeavoured, that he might have^ a scourge overbid, liead, 
by forcing himself into a lower path of life in case he should prove insolent or refi'ac- 
thaii any he had hitherjto trode, to Jceep him- tory. To this benefactor Fathom applied 
self afloat, with the portion of some ti'ades- for a reinforcement of twenty guineas, which 
man’s daughter, whom he meant to espouse, he solicited with the more confidence, as 
While, he exerted himself in this pursuit, he that sum would certanily enable him to re- 
liappened, in returning from a place about pay all other obligations. The quack would 
.thirty jnijes from Ijondou, to become ac- advance the money upon no other condition, 
qnainted, in the stage-coach, with a young thantliat of knowing the scheme, which being 
woman of a very homely appearance, whom, explained, he complied with Ferdinand’s re- 
frorn the driver’s information, he understood quest ; but, at the same time, privately do 
to be the nieoe of a country justice, and spatched an express to the young lady’s uncle, 
.daughter of a soap boiler, who had lived and with a full account of the whole conspiracy ; 
.died in London, and left her, in her infancy, so that, when the doctor arrived at the inn, 
solo heiress of his effects, which amounted according to appointment, he was received 
to four thousand pounds. The undo, who by Ins worship in person, who gave hun to 
was her guardian, had kept her sacred from understand that l^s niece had ehanged Jior 
Die knowledge of the world, resolving to mind, and gone fifty miles farther into t!ie 
effect a match betwixt her and his own sou ; county to visit a relation. This was a griev- 
and it w.as with much difficulty he had con- ous disappointment to Fathom, who really 
sented .tor this journey, which she had under- ^believed his mistress had forsaken liiin througii 
taken os a visit to her own mother, who had mere levity and caprice, and wns not mule- 
married a second husband in town. ceived till several months after her marriage 

Fraught with these anecdotes, Fathom with her cousin, when, at an accidental 
began to put forth his gallantry and good meeting in London, she explained the story 
humour, and, in a word, was admitted by of the secret intelligence, and excused her 
the lady to the privilege of an acquaintance, marriage as the effect of rigorous usage and 
in which capacity he visited her during the conripidsion. 

term of her residence in London ; and, as Had our, hero been really enamoured of 
tliero was no time to be lost, »^leclared his her person, he might have probably accom- 
houcmrable intentions. He liad such a man- plished his wishes, notwithstanding the steps 
if<*st advantage, in point of personal accom-' she had taken. But this was not the castj : 
plishinents, over the young gentleman who his passion was of a d life rent nature, ami I he 
was destined for her husband, that she did object of it effcclutilly witJiout his reach, 
not disdain his proposals ; ami, before she With regard to his appetite for women, a;? 
set out for the country, he had made such it w^asan infirmity of his constitution, which 
[ifogress in her heart, that the day was nc- he could not overcome, and as he was m no 
tually fixed for their nuptials, on which he condition to gratify it at a great expo use, Jjc 
taith’fully promised to carry her oft' in a coach had of late chosen a house-keeper from tlie 
and six. How to raise money for this cx- hundreds of Drury, and, to avoid scandal, 
jiedition was all the difficulty tliat remained; allow^cd her to assume his nainej ‘ As to tlie 
for, by this time, his finances were utterly intimation which had been sent to the country 
<lriod up, and his credit altogether exhausted, justice, he immediately imputed it to'tho true 
Upon a very pressing occasion, he had form- author, whom he marked for.Jiis vengetfhee 
orly applied himself to a certain wealthy accordingly ; but, in the meEit: time, sup- 
•Miack, who had relieved his necessities by pressed nis rcsenimont, because he, in some* 
‘•mdlug him a small sum of money, in return measure, depended upon him for siibslsfonco. 
*Mr having communicated to him a secret On the other hand, the quack, dreading the 
w'hicli he affirmed to be the most fowardness and plausibility of our hero, whicji 
•viiiijrablo specific that ever was invented, might, one time or other, render him iride- 
The nostrum had bc'en used, and, luckily for pendent, put a stop to those supplies, on 
him, ^ Dm trial ; so that the em- pretence of finding them inconvenient ; but, 

pine, in the midsl of his satisfaction, began out of his friendship and gi»od-will to Fathom, 
to roflocr, that this slme Fathom, who pre- undertook to procure fi»r him sue!) letters of 
tended to bxiu pofsessioii of a ^at many recommendation as would infallibly make his 
ivmedies, efficacious, would certainly fortune in the West Imlies, and even to fit 

become a fqiVuiaable rival to him in his buei- him out in a genteel manner for the voyagt?. 
ness, should he ever bo able to extricate him-, \Ferdinand .perceived his drift, and thanked 
self from bis pre^^oht difliculties. ■ . ' .Mm for generous offer, which he would 

In ccneequ<mce of these suggestions, *he not frul.to consider with all due deliberation; 
resolved to keep our adventurer’s head under though he was determined against the pro- 
water, by Rfhinttumnghim in the most abject po'siu* but obliged to temporize, that he migh 
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not incur the displeasure of this man, at 
whose mercy he lay. Moaiiwhilo the prose- 
cution against him iu Doctors’ Commons 
drew near a period, and the lawyers were 
clamorous for money, without which, he fore- 
saw, ho should lose the advantage which his 
cause had lately acquired by the death of his 
antagonist’s chief evidence: he, therefore, 
sticing every other cliannel shut up, began 
to doubt whether the risk of being appre- 
hended or slain in the character of a high- 
wayman, was not overbalanced by the pros- 
pect of being, acquitted of a charge which 
had ruined his reputation and fortune, and 
actually entertained thoughts of taking the 
uir on Hounslow heath, when he w^as diverted 
from this expedient by a very singular ad- 
venture. 


CHAPTER LV. 

AJler dhers. unsuccessful efforts^ he htts 
recourse to the matrimonial noose. 

Chancing to meet with. one of his acquaint- 
ance at a certain coffeehouse, the discourse 
turned upon the characters of mankind, when, 
among other oddities, his friend brought upon 
the carpet a ccrtaiti old gentlewoman of such 
a rapacious disposition, that, like a jackdaw, 
she never beheld any metalline substance, 
without an inclination, and even an effort, to 
secret it for her own use and contemplation : 
nor was this infirmity originally produced 
from indigence, innsinuch as her circum- 
stances had been always aftlueiit, and she 
was now possessed of a considerable sum of 
money in the funds; notwithstanding which, 
the avarice of her nature templed her to lot 
lodgings, though few people could live under 
the same roof with such an original, who, 
rather than be idle, had often filched pieces 
of her own plate, and charged her servants 
witli the theft, or hinted suspicion of her 
lodgers. Fatltom, struck with the descrip- 
tion, soon perceived how this woman’s dis- 
I isc might be converted to his advantage ; 
and after having obtained sufficient intclh- 
gence, on pretence of satisfying his curiosity, 
he visited tfie widow, in consequence of a 
bill at her door, and actually hired an apart- 
ment ill her house, whither he forthwith 
repaired with hie inamorata. It was not long 
before he perceived that his landlady’s cha- 
racter had not been misrepresented': be fed 
her distemper with divers incOti^erablc 
trinkets, such as coppeF medals, cork-screws, 
old buckles; and a paltry seal set in silver, 
which were, at different times, laid OS baits 
for her infirmity, and always conveyed aWay 
with remarkable eagemefis; which li&ahd hhi 
Dulcinca took plea8ui^in;qbsei^*iDgft^ an 
unsuspected place. Thus confin^ in hid 
opinion; he at length took ah^ppportuniti^of 
'expcfiiUffa metal watch which belong^ to 

. ■ - in '.•/ * 


his mistress; and saw it seizcil, with great 
sutisfaefnn), in the absence of his helpmate, 
who had gone abroad on jwirpose. Accord- 
ing to iiistniction, she soon returned, and 
began to raise n terr^Io clamour about the 
loss of her watch ; upon which she was con- 
doled by her landlady, who seemed to doubt 
the integriry of tlie maid, and even proiKisetl 
that Mrs Fathom should apply to sonic jus- 
tice of the peace for a warrant to search the 
servant’s tnmk. The kdv thanked lier far 
the good adyke; in compliance with which 
she had immediate recourse to a magistrate, 
who granted a search warrant, in^t against 
the maid, but the mistress ; and she, m a little 
time, returned with the constable at her back. 

These precautions being taken, Doctor 
Fathom desired a private couleronco with the 
old gentlewoman, in which ho gave her to 
understand, that he had imdoubtod proofs of 
her having secreted, not only the watcli, but 
also several other odd things of less conse- 
qnence, wliichhe had lost since his rei?ideace 
in her house : he then showed the warrant 
he had obtained against her, and asked if she 
hatl any thing to offer why the conetablo 
should not do liis duty. Inexpressible were 
the anguish and confusion of the defendant, 
when she found herself thus entrapped, and 
reflected, that she was on the point of being 
detected of felony, for sfic at once concluded 
that the snnro was laid for her, and knew 
that tlie officer of justice would certainly find 
the iinlucli^’ '^vatcli in one of the drawers of 
her escnU()ire. 

Tortured with these suggestions, afraid of 
public disgrace, and dreading the consequence 
of legal conviction, she fell on her knees 
before the injured f’alhom, and, after having 
imputed her crime to the tempiations of ne- 
cessity, implored Jiis cbmpassioji, prornipcd 
to restore tho watch,, and every thing she had 
taken, and begged he would dismiss the con- 
stable, that her reputation might not sufior 
in the eye of the world. 

Ferdinand, with a severity of countenance, 
purposely assumed, pbsorved, tiiat wore she 
really indigent, he had cliarity enough to for- 
dve wliat she had done; but, as he knew 
her circumstaticce’were opulent, ho looked 
upon this excuse as an aggravation of her 
guilt, which was certainly the effect of a 
vicious inclination; and he was there fero 
determined to prosecute heir with the utmost 
severity of the law, as an example and terror 
to others, who might be 'infected with the 
same evil disppsitioii. finding him deaf to 
all her tears and entreaties, she changed her 
note, and offered him one Imndred guineas, 
if he would compromise the affair, and drop 
the prosecniibn, so as that her character 
should sustain n o da mage. After much arg? i- 
mentation, he Conseitted to accept of double 
the flum^ which being instantly paid in East- 
Indk^ bond^, Doctor Fathom told the consta- 
ble; tiiat the watch was found ; and for once 
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her reputation was patched up. This sea*, 
sonabio suppJy enabled our hero to stand 
trial with his adversary, who was non-suited* 
and al.so to mend his external appear^ce, 
which of late had not been extremely mag- 
nificent. ' 

Soon after this gleam of good fortune, a 
tradesman, to whom ho was considerably 
indebted, seeing no other probable means to 
recover his money, introduced Fathom to the 
acquaintance of a young widow who lodged 
at his house, and was said to be in ^session 
of a considerable fortune.. Considering the 
stops that were taken, it would have been 
almost impossible for him to miscarry in his 
addresses. The lady had been bred in the 
country, was unaoquainted with Uie world, 
and of a very sanguine disposition, wliich 
her short trial of matrimony had not served 
to cool. Our adventurer was instructed to 
call at the tradesman’s house, as if by acci- 
dent, at an appointed time, when the widow 
was drinking tea with her landlady. On 
these occasions he always behaved to admi- 
ration. She liked his person, and praised 
his politeness, good humour, and good sense ; 
his confederates extolled him as a prodigy 
of learning, taste, and good nature ; they 
likewise represented him as a person on the 
eve of eclipsing all his competitors in physic. 
An acquaintance and iqtimacy soon ensued, 
nor was he restricted in point of opportunity. 
In a word, he succeeded in his endeavours, 
and one evening, on pretence ofi attending 
her to the play, he accompanied her to the 
Fleet, where they were married, in presence 
of the tradesman and his wife, who were of 
the party. 

This grand alfair being accomplisJied to 
his satisfaction, he next day visited her bro- 
ther, who was a counsellor of the Temple, 
to make him acquainted with the step his 
sister bad taken ; and though the lawyer was 
not a little mortified to find that slie had made 
such a clandestine match, he bchav^ civilly 
to his new brother-in-law, and gave him to 
understand, that his wife’s fortune consisted 
of a jointure of one hundred and fifty pounds 
a-ycar,and fifteen hundred pounds bequeathed 
to her during her widowhood by her own 
fallicr, who had taken the precaution of set- 
tling it in the hands of trustees, in such a 
manner, as that any husband she might after- 
wards espoubc should be restricted ftom 
encroaching upon the capital, which was 
reserved for th^ benefit of her heirs. Tins 
intimation was far from being agreeable to 
our heroi tvho had been informed tlwt this 
sum was alisolutely at the lady’s disposal, 
and had acttitilly destined the greatest part 
of it for the payment of his debts, for de- 
fraying the expei^ of furnishing an elegant 
house, and setting up' a new equipage., 

Notwithsta.ndiQg tfiia disappointment, he 
resolved to carry oii his plan upon the credit 
«f hbi, marriage, w»hich W’as published in a 


vory pompous article of the newspapers ; a 
chariot was bespoken, a ready-furnished house 
immediately taken, and Doctor Fathom be- 
gan to re-appear in all his former splendour. 

His good friend the empiric, alarmed at 
tills event, which not only raised our adven- 
turer into the sphere of a dangerous rival, 
but also furnished him with means to revenge 
the ill office he had sustained at his hands 
on the adventure of the former match ; for 
by this time Fathom had given him some 
hmts, importing, that he was not , ignorant 
of his treacherous behaviour ; roused, I say, 
by these considerations, he employed one of 
his emissaries, who had some knowledge of 
Fathom’s brother-in-law, to prejudice him 
against our adventurer, whom he represented 
as a needy sharper, not only overwhelmed 
with debt and disgrace, but likewise pre- 
viously married to a poor woman, vdio was 
prevented by nothing but want from seeking 
redress at law. To confirm these assertions, 
he gave him a detail of Fathom’s incum- 
brances, which he had learned for the pur- 
pose, and even brought tho counsellor into 
company with the person who hod lived witfi 
our hero before marriage, and wdio was so 
much incensed at her abrupt dismission, that 
she did not scrujile to corroborate these alle- 
gations of the informer. 

The lawyer, start!, d at this intelligence, 
set on foot a minute inquiry into the lim and 
conversation of the doctor, whicli turned out 
so little to the advantage of his character 
and circumstances, that he resolved, if possi- 
ble, to disunite him from his ftirnily ; and, as 
a previous step, repeated to his sister all that 
he had heard to the prtyudice of Ijcr husband, 
not forgetting to produce the evidence of his 
mistress, who laid claim to him by a prior 
title, which, she pretended, could be proved 
by the testimony of tlie clergyman who joined 
them. Such an explanation could not fail 
to inflame the resentment of the injured wife, 
who, at llie very first opportunity, giving a 
loose to Uie impetuosity of her temper, up- 
braided our hero with the most bitter invec- 
tives fordiis perfidious dealing. 

Ferdinand, conscious of his own inno- 
cence^ which he had not always to plCvifl, fur 
from attempting to sopth her indignation, 
assumed the authority and prerogative of a 
husband, and sharply reprehended her for 
her credulity and indecent warmth. This 
rebuke, instead of silencing, gave new spirit 
and volubility to her reproaches, in the course 
of which she plainly taxed him with want of 
honesty and affection, and Said, that, though 
hie pretence was lo\*e, his aim was no other 
than a base design upon her fortune. 

Fathom, stung with these accusations, 
which he really did not deserve, replied with 
uncommon heat, and chatged her in his turn 
with of sincerity and candour, in tho 
falao account she had given of that same for- 
tune bofdre marriage. He even magnified 
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ills own condescension, in i$urrenderin^ his 
liberty to a woman who had so little to recom- 
mend her to the addresses of tiie other sejc : 
a rr-dection which provoked this mild ertea- 
turo to such a degree of animosity, that, for- 
getting her duty and allegiance, she lent him 
a box on the ear with such energy as made 
his eyes water : and he, for the honour of 
manliood and sovereignty, liaving washed 
iier face with a dish of tea, withdrew abruptly 
to a coffeehouse in the neighbourhood, where 
he had not long remained, when his passion 
subsided, and he then saw the expediency 
of an immediate reconciliation, which he 
resolved to purchase, even at the expense of 
a subinission. 

It was pity that such a salutary resolution 
had not Wn sooner taken; for, when he 
returned to his own house, he understood 
that Mrs Fathom had gone abroad In a hack- 
ney coach ; and, upon examining her apart- 
ment, in lieu of her clothes and trinkets, 
which she had removed with admirable dex- 
terity and dispatch, he found'' Uiis billet in 
one of the drawers of her bureau. — “ Sir, 
Being convinced that you are a cheat and an 
impostor, 1 have withdrawn myself from 
your cruelty and machinations, with a view 
to solicit the protection of the law ; and 1 
doubt not but [ shall soon be able to prove 
that you have no just title to, or demand upon, 
the person or effects of the unfortunate 8arah 
Muddy,” 

The lime had been when Mr Fathom would 
have allowed Mrs Muddy to rehne at her 
leisure, and blesRcd God for his 1 oppy de- 
liverance ; but at present the case wa,.s quite 
altered, Smarting os he was from the ex- 
pense of law-suits, lie dreaded a prosecution 
for bigamy, which (though he hud justice on 
nis side) he knew he could not of himself 
support : besides, all his other schemes of 
life were frustrated by this unlucky elope- 
ment. He therefore speedily determined to 
anticipate, as much as in him lay, the malice 
of his enemies, and to obtain, without delay, 
authentic documents of his marriage. With 
view he hastened to tlie house of the 
tradesman, who, with his wife, had been wit- 
ness to the ceremony and consummation; 
and, ill order to interest them the more warmly 
in his cause, made a pathetic recital of this 
unhappy breach, in which he had suffered 
such injury and insult. But all his rhetoric 
would not avail ; Mrs Muddy had been be- 
forehand with liim, and had proved the better 
orator of the two ; for she nad assailed this 
honest couple with such Iroped and figures 
of eloquence as were altogether irresistible ; 
nevertheless, they heard our hero to on end 
with great patience. Then the wife, who 
wiis the common mouth upon all such occa- 
sions, contracting her features into a vei^ 
formal disposition,— « Fll assure you,*’ sam 
, she, “ Doctor Fathom, my husband and I 
have ^been in a very great terrification and 
3N . . , 


numplusb to hear such bad things of a ix^rRon, 
whom, as one may say, we thought a worthy 
gentleman, and wore remly to serve at all 
times, by day and by night, as the saying is ; 
and besides, for all that, you know, and God 
knows, as we are dustrious people, and work 
hard for what we get, and we have served 
gentlemen to our own hann, whereby my 
husband was last Tuesday served witli a 
siserury, being that lie was bound for an otbeer 
that ran away ; and I said to my husband, 
Timothy, says I, *tis a very hard thing for 
one to ruin one’s self for stranger people : — 
There’s Doctor Fathom, says 1; his account 
comes to nino-and-ibr^ pounds shil- 

ling andfourpenco halfpenny; uiul you know, 
doctor, that w'as before your last bill began ; 
but, liovvsoniever, little did 1 think us liow a 
gentleman of your learning would go to de- 
ceive a poor gentlewoman, when you had 
another wife alive.” 

In vain did our adventurer endeavour to 
vindicate himself from this aspersion ; the 
good woman, like a great many modern dis- 
putants, proceeded with her declamation, 
without seeming to hear what was said on 
the other side of the question, and the hus- 
band was altogether neutral. At length, 
Ferdinand finding all his protestations in- 
effectual, “ Well,” said he, “ though you are 
resolved, I see, to discredit all that I can say 
in opposition to that scandaloun slantler, t>f 
which I can easily acquit myself in a court 
of justice, 5^1 rely you will not refuse to grant 
me a certificate, signifying that you were 
])rcsent at the ceremony of my marriage with 
this unhappy woman.” “ You shall excuse 
us,” replied the fetdole orator, “ people can- 
not be too wary in signing their name.? in 
this wicked world ; many a one has been 
brought to ruination by sigiiing his name, and 
my husband shall not, with my good will, 
draw himself into such a prinimincery.” 

Fathom, alarmed at this refusal, earnestly 
argued against the inhumanity and injustice 
of it, appealing to their own consciences for 
the reaaonabienesB of his proposal ; but, from 
the evasive answers of the wife, he had roa- 
soii to believe, that, long before the time of 
trial, they would take care to have forgotten 
the whole transaction. 

Though he was equally confounded and 
incensed at this instance of their perfidy, he 
durst not manifest his indignation, conscious 
of the advantage they had over him in divers 
respects ; but repaired, without loss of time, 
to the lodging-of the clergyman who had 
noosed him, reaplved to consult Iiis register, 
and secure his evidence. Here too his evil 
genius had got the start of him ; for the worthy 
ecclesiastic not only could not recollect his 
features,' or find his name in the register, 
but, when importuned by bis pressing remon- 
strances^ took umbrage at the freedom of hie 
behaviour, and threatened, if he would not 
immediately take himself away, to raise the 



498 SMOLLETT’S SELECT WORKS. 


poBse of the Fleet, for the safety of his own 
person. 

Rather than put the pastor to the trouble 
of alarming his flock, he retreated with a 
heavy heart, and went in quest of his inis-* 
tress, whom he had dismissed at jiis marriage,, 
in hopes of effecting a reconciliation, and 
preventing her from joining in the conspiracy 
against him : but, nfas ! he met with such a 
reception as be had reason to expect from a 
slighted woman, who had never fcit any real 
attachment for his person. She did not up- 
braid him with his cruelty in leaving her as 
a mistress, hut, with a species of effirontery 
never enough to be admired, reproached him 
with his villainy in abandoning her, who was 
his true and lawful wife, to gb and ruin a 
poor gentlewoman, by whose fortune he had 
been allured. 

AVhen he attempted . to expostulate with 
this virago upon the barbarity of this asser- 
tion, she very prudently declined engaging 
in private conversation with such an artful 
and wicked man, and,\oalling up the people 
of the house, insisted upon his being con- 
ducted to the door. 

CHAPTER LVI. 

In which his fortune is effectually strangled* 

The last resource, and that upon which he 
least depended, was the advice «<3Jid ossisU 
ance of his old friend the empiric, with whom 
he still maintained a slight correspondence : 
and to whose house he steered his course, in 
great perplexity and tribulation. TJiat gen- 
tleman, instead of consoling him with assur- 
ances of friendship and protection, faithfully 
recapitulated all the instances of his indis- 
cretion and misconduct, taxed him with want 
of sincerity in the West- India affair, as well 
as with want of honesty in this lost marriage, 
while his former wife was alive ; and, finally, 
reminded him of his notes, which he desired 
might be immediately taken up, as he (the 
quack) hud present occasion for a sum of 
money. 

Ferdinand, seeing it would be impractica- 
ble to derive any succour tVom this quarter, 
sneaked homewm-ds, in order to hold a con- 
sultation with his own thoughts ; and Ibe first 
object that presented itself to his eyes, when 
■ he entered Ins ant^tment, was a letter from 
the tra^sman, with his account inclosed, 
amounting to forty-fivc* pounds, vi(hiclv the^ 
writer desired mighc* be paid without delay. 
Before had tipie^to i^riise tbo articles, he 
received a summons, in consequence oiT a 
bill of indictment fbr bigamy, found against 
him in Hicks’s Hall, by Sarah Muddy, widow; 
and, while he was j^evolving measures to 
avert these storms, another billet arrived 
froirfji certain attorney, giving him to under- 
stan^fthat lie had orders from Doctor Bufiblo/ 


tho quack, to sue him for the payment of 
several notes, unless he would take them up 
in three days from tlie date of this letter. 

Such a concurrence of sinister events made 
a deep impression upon the mind of our aii- 
vonturer ; all his fortitude was insuflicient to 
bear liim up against this torrent of misfor- 
tunes ; his resources were all dried up, his 
invention failed, and his reflection began to 
take a new turn. “ To what purpose,” said 
he to himself, “ have I deserted the paths of 
integrity and truth, and exhausted a fruitful 
imagination, in contriving schemes to betray 
my fellow-creatures ; if, instead of acquiring 
a splendid fortune, which was my aim, 1 have 
suflered such a series of mortifications, and 
at last brought myself to the brink of inevita- 
ble destruction 1 By a virtuous exertion of 
those talents 1 inherit from nature and edu- 
cation, I 'might, long before this time, have 
rendered myself independent, and, perhaps, 
conspicuous in life : I might have grown up 
like a young oak, which, being firmly rooted 
in its kindred soil, gradually raises up its 
lofly head, expands its leafy arms, projects a 
noble shade, and towers tho glory of the 
plain : I should have paid the debt of grati- 
tude to my benefactors, and made their licarts 
sing with joy for the happy effects of their 
benevolence ; 1 should have been a bulwark 
to my fj^iends, a shelter to my neighbours in 
distress ; t should have run the race of honour, 
seen my fame diffused like a sweet-smelling 
odour, and felt the ineffable fileasurc of doing 
good : whereas i am, after a vicissitude of 
disappointments, danger, and fatigues, re- 
duced to misery and shame, Aggravated by a 
conscience loaded with treachery and guilt. 
I have abused the confidence and gencro.sity 
of my patron ; I have defrauded his family, 
under the mask of sincerity and attachment ; 
1 have taken the most cruel and base advan- 
tages of virtue in distress ; I have seduced 
unsuspecting innocence to ruin and despair ; 
I have violated the most sacred trust reposed 
in me by my friend and benefactor ; I have 
betrayed his love, torn his noble heart asun- 
der, by means of the most perfidious slant’ ar 
and false insinuations ; and, finally, brought 
to an uiUitnely grave the fairest patteirn of 
human beauty and perfection. Shall the 
author of these crimes pass with impunity ? 
Shall he hope to prosper in the midst of such 
enormous guilt 1 It were an imputation upon 
Providence to suppose it. — ^Ah, ho ! I begin 
to feel myself overtaken by the eternal jus- 
tice of Heaven ! 1 totter on the ed^ of 
wretchedness wd woe, without one friendly 
hand to save me from .the terrible abyss.” 

These reflections, which perhaps the mi- 
sery of hiafbllow-cmatures would never have 
inspired, had hO himself remained without 
the verge of misfortune, were now produced 
the fif^Dsation of his own calamities ; 
and, fl^r the first time, his cheeks were be- 
dewed With the drops ofpeniicneeand sqrrow. 
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Contrariest saith Plato, are productive of 
each otlier. Rerorniatioii is oftentimes ^ite- 
rated from unsuccessful vice ; and our adven- 
turer was, at this juncture, very well disposed 
to turn over a new leaf, in conseaucnce of 
those salutary suggestions ; though he was 
far from being cured beyond the possibility 
of u relapse : on the contrary, all the faculties 
of his soul were so well adapted, and had 
been so long habituated to deceit, that, in 
order to extricate himself from the evils that 
onviroiiod him, he would not, in all probability, 
have scrupled to practise it upon his own 
father, had a convenient opportunity occun-cd. 

Be that as it may, he certainly, after a 
tedious and fruitless exorcise of hie invention, 
resolved to effect a clandestine retreat from 
that confederacy of enemies which he could 
not withstand, and once more join his fortune 
to that of Renaldo, whom he proposed to 
i*ervo, for the future, with fidelity and affec- 
tion, thereby endeavouring to atone for the 
treachery of his former conduct. Thus de- 
termined, he packed up his necessaries in a 
j'lortinauteau, attempted to amuse his credi- 
tors with promises of speedy payment, and 
venturing to come forth in the dark, took a 
place in the Canterbury stage-coach, after 
having converted his superfluities into ready 
money. These steps were not taken with 
sucJi privacy, as to elude the vigilaii<?^ of lus 
adversaries ; for, although he had been cau- 
tions enough to transport himself and his 
baggage to tlie inn on Sunday evening, and 
never doubted that the vehicle, wliich set 
out at four o’clock on Monday morning, 
would convoy him out of the reach of his 
creditors, before they could possibly obtaip a 
writ for securing his person, they had actually 
taken such precautions as frustjated all his 
firiosso ; and the coach being stopped in the 
borough of tSouthwark, Doctor Fathom was 
seized by virtue of a warrant obtained on a 
criminal indictment, and was fVirthwith con- 
ducted to the prison of the King’s Bench ; 
ypt not before ho had, by his pathetic remon- 
strances, excited the com pass ion, and even 
drawn tears from the eyes of his fijJlow-pa.ss- 
engerp, 

J/e no sooner recollected himself from the 
f-hock which must have been occasioned by 
this sinister incident, th.ln he dispatched a 
lottei? to his brother-in-law the counsellor, 
requesting an immediate conference, in which 
Jie promised to make such a proposal, tm 
would save him all the expense of a law-suit 
u,nd trialjand at the same time effectually 
' answer all the purposes of both. He was 
accordingly favoured with a visit from the 
lawyer, to whom, after the, most solemn pro- 
testations of his own innocence, he declared, 
that, finding himself unable to wage war 
against such powerful antagonists, he, bad 
resolved even to abandon his indubitable 
.right, and retire into another countty, in 
order to screen himself from persecution, and 


remove ell cause of disquiet from the prose- 
cutrix, when he was unfortunately prevented 
by the warrant wliich bad been executed 
against him. lie said he was still willing, 
for the sake of his liberty, to sign a formal 
renunciation ofhisprctonsionato Mrs Fathom 
and her fortune, provided the deeds could be 
executed, and the warrant withdrawn, before 
lie should be detained by liis other croditors ; 
and, lastly, he conjured the barrister to spare 
himself the guilt and tlie charge of suborning 
evidence for the destruction of an unhayipy 
man, whose misfortune was his only fault. 

The lawyer fell the force of his expostula- 
tions; and though he would by no means 
suppose him innocent of the churj^^ of bigamy, 
yet, under the pretext of humanity and com- 
miseration, lie undertook to persuade his 
sister to accept of a proper release, which 
he observed would not be binding, if execute*! 
during the confinement of Fathom ; he there- 
fore took his leave, in order to prepare the 
papers, withdraw the action, and take such 
other measures as would hinder the prisoner 
from giving him the slip. Next day he re- 
turned with an order to relciase our hero, who 
being formally discharged, was conducted by 
the lawyer to a tavern in the muglibourhoocl, 
where the relcascH were exchanged, and 
every thing concluded with amity and con- 
cord. This business being happily transaclod, 
IJithom stopped into a nackney coach with 
lus baggage, and was followed by a bailifl’, 
who told film with great composure, that ho 
was again a prisoner, at the suit of Dr Buf- 
falo, and desired iho coachman to roconduct 
him to the lodging he had so lately discharged. 

Fathom, whose fortitude had been hitherto 
of the pagan temper, was now fain to rein- 
force it with the philosophy of Christian 
ri'signation, iJiough he bad not as yet arrived 
fo such a pitch of self-denial as to forgive the 
counsellor, to whose double dealing he im- 
puted this new calamity. After having re- 
ceived the coinpIimentB of the jailor on his 
rcroinmilmont, he took pen, ink, and paper, 
and composed an artful and affecting epistle 
to the empiric, imploring Jiis mercy, flatter- 
ing his w^eakness, and demonstrating the 
bad policy of cooping up an unhappy man in 
a jail, where he could never have an opper- 
t unity of doing justice to his creditors ; nor 
did he forget to declare hia intention of retir- 
ing into another country, where ho might 
have some chance of earning a subsistence, 
which he had so long toiled for to no purpose 
in England, This last declaration he made 
in consequence of the jealous disposition of 
tho quack, who ho knew had long looked 
upon him in the odious liglit of an interlop- 
ing rival. However, he reaped no benefit 
from this supplication, which served only to 
gratwy the pride of Buffalo, who produced 
the extravagant encomiums which Fathom 
bad bestowed upon him, as so many testimo- 
nials of his foe’s, bearing witness to his virtue. 
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CHAPTER LVII. 

Fathom hoing safely housed, the reader is 
entertained with a retrospevt. 

But now it is hi<rh time to leave our adven- 
turer to chow the cud of reflection and re- 
morse in lliifl solitary mansion, that we may 
trace Ronaldo in t!m several steps he took to 
assert iiis ri^ht, and do Justice to his ikmily. 
Never man indulged a more melancholy train 
of ideas than that which accompanied him 
in his journey to the imperial court : for, not- 
withstanding the manifold reasons he had to 
expect a happy issue to his aim, his imagina- 
tion was incessantly infected with something 
that chilled his nerves, and Maddened his 
heart, recurring, with quick succession, like 
the unwearied wave that beats upon the bleak 
inhospitable Greenland shore. This, the 
reader will easily suppose, was no other than 
the remembrance of the forloni Monimia, 
whose image appeared to his fancy in differ- 
ent attitudes, according to the prevalence of 
the passions which ra^cd in his bosom. 
Soinetirncs he viewed nor in the light of 
apostasy, and then his soul was maddened 
with indignation and despair: but these tran- 
sitor^r blasts were not able to efface the im- 
nrci^sions she had formerly made upon hta 
heart; impressions which he had so often 
and so long contemplated with inconceivable 
rapture, ’fhese pictures still remained, rc- 
jirescnting her fkir as tin? most perfect idea 
of beauty, soft and lender as an angel of 
mercy and compassion, waruicil with every 
virtue of the heart, and adorned with every 
aoconiplislimont of human nature : yet the 
alarming contrast came still in the rear of 
this recollection ; so that his soul was by 
turns agitated by the tempests of horror, and 
overwhelmed by the floods of grief. 

He recalled Iho moment on which he first 
beheld her, with that pleashig regret which 
attends tlie memory of a clear deceased friend; 
then he bitterly cursed it, as the source of all 
his misfortunes and affliction : lie thanked 
Itcaveu for having blessed him wifli a friend 
to detect her perfidy and ingratitude ; then 
ardently wished ho had still continued under 
the influenco of her delusion. In a word, the 
loneliness of his situation aggravated every 
horror of his r lection ; for, as be found him- 
self without company, his imagination was. 
never fiplicited, or his attontdon diverted^ 
from subjects of woo; and he travelled 
to Brussels' in a Tevery, fraught with such 
torments ns must have entirely wrecked his 
reason, had not Providence interposed in his 
behalf. He w'as, by his postilion, eondueted 
to one of liie best *ihhs of the place, where 
Jie understood the cloth was already laid fbr 
supper ; and as the oediha^ is open to stran- 
gers in all these houses of entertainment, he 


j introduced himself into the company, with a 
view to alleviate, in some measure, his sor- 
row and chagrin, by the conversation of his 
fellow-guests : yet he was so ill prepared to 
obtain the relief which he courted, tiiat he 
entered the apartment, and sat down to table, 
without distinguishing either the number or 
countenances of those who were present: 
though he himself did not remain so unre- 
garded. His mien and deportment produced 
a prepossession in his favour ; and the air 
of aflliction so remarkable in his visage, did 
not fail to attract their sympathy and obser- 
vation. 

Among the rest was an Irish officer in the 
Austrian service, who having eyed Rtmaldo 
attentively, — “ Sir,” said he, rising, “ if my 
eyes and memory do not deceive me, you are 
the Count dc Melvil, with whom I liad the 
honour to serve upon the Rhine during tlie 
last war.” The youth, hearing his own name 
mentioned, lifted up his eyes, and at once 
recognising the other to be a gentleman who 
had been a captain in his father’s regiment, 
rail forwards, and embraced him with great 
affection. 

This was, in divers respects, a fortunate 
rencounter for young Melvil ; as the officer 
was not only perfectly well acquainted with 
the situation of the count’s family ; but also 
resolvM, in a few days, to set out for Vienna, 
whither he promised to accompany Renaldo, 
as soon as he understood his route lay the 
Same way. Befpre the day fi.xod for their 
departure arrived, this gentleman found mcians 
to insinuate himself so far into the confidence 
of Uie count, as to learn the cause of that 
distress which he had observed in his fea- 
tures at their first meeting; and being a gen- 
tleman of uncommon vivacity, as well as 
.sincerely attached to the family of Melvil, to 
which he had owed his promotion, he exerted 
dl his good humour and good sense in amus- 
ing the fancy, and reasoning down the mor- 
tification of theatflicted Hungarian. He, in 
particular, endeavoured to wean his attention 
from the lost Monimia, by engaging it upon 
his domestic affairs, and upon the wrongs of 
his mother and sister, who, he gave liim to 
understand, wore languishing under the tyran- 
ny of his fa thor-i n-law . 

" This was a note that effectually i-oused 
him from the lethaigy of his sorrow ; and the 
desire of taking vengeance on the oppressor 
who had ruinw bis fortune, and made his 
nearest relations miserable, so entirely en- 
grossed his thoughts, os to leave no- room for 
other considerations. During their journey 
to Austria, Major Parrel (that was the naipo 
of his fellow-traveller) informed him of many 
circi^mstanc^s touching his father’s liouse, 
to ivhich himself was an utter stranger. 

The conduct of your mother,” said he, 
“ in marrying Count Trebaah was not at all 
agreeable either to tlie friends of the Count 
de Melvil, or to her own relations, who knew 
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her second husband to be a man of a violent 
temper and rapacious disposition^ which the 
nature of iiis education and employment had 
served rather to inflame than allay ; for you 
well knoxv he was a partizan duririjr tho whole 
course of the late war. They were, more- 
over, equally surprised and clia|;^inedt when 
they found she took no step to prevent his 
seizing upon that inheritance which of right 
belonged to you, and which, by the laws of 
Hungary, is unalienable from the heir of 
blood : nevertheless, they are now fully con- 
vinced, that she hath more than sutliciently 
atoned for her indiscretion by the barbarity 
of her husband, who hath not only secluded 
her from all communication with her friends 
and acquaintance, but evem confined her to 
the west tower of your father’s liouse, where 
she is said to be kept close prisoner, and sub. 
jected to all sorts of inconvenience and mor- 
tification. This severity she is believed to 
havHt incurred in consequence of having ex- 
postulated with liim upon his unjust behaviour 
to yon and mademoiselle, whom he hath 
actually shut up in some convent in Vienna, 
whicli your relations have not as yet been 
able to discover: but tho memory of your 
noble father is so dear to all those who were 
favoured with his friendship, and the suffer- 
ings of the coiiiitesa and mademoiselle have 
raised such a spirit of resentment j-irgainst 
her cruel Jailor, that nothing is wanted but , 
your presence to begin the prosecution, and ' 
give a sanction to the measures of your friends, 
which will in a little time restore your family 
to tile irmlion of its rights and fortune: for 
wy own part, rriy dear count, I consider my- 
self ns one wholly indebted to your house for 
the rank and expectation I now enjoy ; and 
my finances, interest, and person, such as 
tliey are, I dedicate to your service.’' 

Renaldo was not plow in making his ac- 
knowledgements to this generous Hibeniian, 
whom ho informed of his scheme, recounting 
to him his uncommon transaction with the 
benevolent Jew, and communicating the let- 
ters of .recommendation he had received by 
his* moans to some of tlie first noblemen at 
the imperial court. Meanwhile, he burned 
with impatience to chastise Count Trebasi 
for his perfidious conduct to the widow and 
the fatherless, and would have taken the ro^ 
to Presburg without touching at Vienna, in 
order to call him to a severe account, had 
not he been strenuouslv opposed by Major 
Farrel, who representeif the imprudence of 
taking^ such a step before he had secured a-, 
proper protection from the consequences 
with w'hieh it might be attended. 

“It is not,’' said he, “your own life and 
fortune only w'hich depend upon your beha- 
viour in this emergency, but also the quiet 
and happiness of those who are most dear 
to your afifection ; not you alone, but likewise 


your mother and sister, would infallibly sufiei 
b])r your temerity and precipitation. First 
of all deliver your credentials at court, and 
let us join our endeavours to raise an interest 
strong enough to counterbalance that of 
Trebasi. If we succeed, there will be no 
necessity for having recouise to fiersona) 
measures ; he will be compelled to yield up 
your inheritance; which he unjustly detains, 
and to restore your sister to your arms ; and 
if he afferwards refuses to do justice to tim 
countess, you will always iiavc it in your 
pow'er to evince yourself "the son of the bravo 
Count de Melvil.” 

These just and salutary repiv^son tat ions 
had a clue effect upon Henaldo, who no sooner 
arrived at tho capital of Austria, than ho 
w'aited upon a certain prince of distinction, 
to whose patronage he was roinmonded : and 
from whom he met witli a very cordial re- 
ception, not only on account of his creden- 
tials, but also for the sake of his father, who 
was well known to his highness. He Iieanl 
his complaints with great patience and alTi- 
bility, assured him of his assistance and pro- 
tection, and even undertook to introduce him 
to the cinpress-queen, who would not suffer 
the weakest of her subjects to bo oppre.sscd, 
much less disregard tho cause of an injured 
young nobleman, who, by his own services, 
and those of liis family, wiis peculiarly enti- 
tled to her fivoiir. 

Nor was ho the only person whose coun- 
tenance and patronage Melvil solicited upon 
this occsisioii ; he visited all the friends of hi.s 
father, and all his mother’s relations, who 
were easily interested in his belialf; while 
Major Farrel contributed all his cffbrls in 
strengthening the association. So that a 
law-suit was immediately commenced agairist 
Count Trebasi, who, on his side, was not 
idle, but prepared with incredible industry 
for the assault, resolving to maintain witJi 
his whole power the acquisition he had made. 

The laws of Hungary, like those of some 
other countries I could name, affitrd so many 
subterfuges for the purposes of perfidy and ’ 
fraud, that it is no w'onder our youth fi^dn 
to complain of the slow progress of his afmir: 
especially as he glowed witli the mdst carter 
desire of redressing the grievances of niw 
parent and sister, w'hose suffering he <Iid 
not tebt were doubled since the uistitution 
of his process against their tormentor. He 
imparji^ his sentiments ori this head to hiH 
friend'; and, as his apprehensions every mo- 
ment increased,, plodnly told him he could no 
longer live withoutmaking some effort to see 
those with whom he jwas so nearly connected 
in point of and affection ; he therefore 
resolved to repair immediately to Presburg, 
and according to the intelligence he should 
prpcure,^ 0ss$y to see and converse with \m 
mother, though at the hazard of his life. 
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

Renaldo abridges the proceedings at law^ 
and approves himself the son of his father. 

The major, finding him delennined, insisted 
upon attending him in this expedition, and 
they set out together for Preeburg, where 
they privately arrived in the dark, resolving 
to keep themselves concealed at the house 
of a friend, until they should have formed 
some plan for their future operations. Here 
they were informed that Count Trebasi’s 
castle was altogether inaccessible : that all 
the servants who were supposed to have the 
least veneration or compassion for the count- 
ess were dismissed : and that, Hirice Renaldo 
was known to be in Germany, the vigilance 
and caution of that cruel husband were re- 
doubled to such a degree, that nobody knew 
whether his unfortunate lady was .actually 
alive or dead. 

Farrel, perceiving Melvil exceedingly af- 
fected with this intimation, and hearing him 
declare that he would never quit Presburg, 
until he should have entered the house, and 
removed his doubts on that interesting sub- 
ject, not only argued with great vehemence 
against such an attempt, as equally danger- 
ous and indiscreet, but solemnly swore he 
would prevent his purpose, by discovering 
his design to the fdmily, imlcs^f* he would 
promise to listen to a more moderate and 
feasible expedient. Ho then proposed that 
ho himself should bppear, in the equipage of 
one of the travelling Havoyards who stroll 
about Europe, amusing ignorant people with 
the effects of a magic lanthom, and in that 
disguise endeavour to obtain admittance from 
the servants of Trebasi, among whom he 
might make such iiiquiri»^s as would deliver 
Melvil from his present uneasy suspense. 

This proposal was embraced, though re- 
luctantly, by Renaldo, who w^as unwilling to 
ex|>osc his friend to tlie least danger or dis- 
grace ; and the major being next day provi- 
ded with the habit and implements of his new 
profession, together with a ragged attendant 
who preceded him, extorting music from a 
paltry viol, ppproachod the castle-galo, and 
proclaimed his show so naturally, in a yell 
partaking of the scream of Savoy and the 
howl of Ii\*h h that one would have ima- 
gined he I lad been conductor to Madam 
Catheruia frorh his cradle. So far his stra- 
tagem surcoeded ; ho iiad not long stood in 
waiting before be tVos invited into the court- 
yard, where the servants formed a ring, and 
danced to the pftbrls of bis companion’s ^ill ; 
then he was conducted into the buttery, 
where he exhibited hiS figures on the wail, 
and his princess on the ilodr ; and while they 
,, regaled nim in this manner with scraps and 
sour wine, he took occasion to inquire about 


the old lady and her daughter, before whom 
he said he had performed in his last peregri- 
nation. Though this question was asked 
with all that air of simplicity which is pecu- 
liar to this people, one of the domestics took 
the alarm, being infected with the suspicions 
of his master, and plainly taxed the major 
with being a spy, threatening at the ‘ same 
time that he should bo stripped and searched. 

This would have been a very dangerous 
experiment for the Hibernian, who had ac- 
tually in his pocket a letter to the countess 
from her son, which he hoped fortune might 
have furnished hhn with an opportunity to 
deliver. When he therefore found himsell" 
in this dilemma, he was not at all easy in his 
own mind: however, instead of protesting 
his innocence in an liumblc and beseeching 
strain, in order to acquit himself of the charge, 
he resolved to elude the suspicion by provok- 
ing the wrath of his accuser, and, putting on 
the air of vulgar integrity affronted, began 
to reproach the servant in very insolent terms 
for his unfair supposition, and, undressing 
himself in a moment to the skin, threw his 
tattered garments in the face of his adver- 
sary, telling him he would find nothing there 
which he would not be very glad to part with , 
at the same time raising his voice, ho, in the 
gibberish of the clan hii represented, scolded 
and cli^sed with great fluency, so that the 
whole house resounded with the noise. The 
valet’s jealousy, like a smaller fire, was in a 
trice swallowed up iu the greater flame of 
his rage enkindled by this abrupt address ; in 
consequence of which Farrel was kicked out 
at the gate, naked as ho was to the waiist, 
after his lantliorn had been broken to piec(‘s 
on his head ; and there ho w»as joined by his 
domestic, who had not been able to recovei 
his apparel and effect a retreat, without in- 
curring marks of the some sort of distinction. 

The major, considering the risk he must 
have run in being detected, thought himself 
cheaply quit for this moderate discipline, 
though he was really concerned for his friend 
Renaldo, who, understanding the particulars 
of the adventure, determined, as the last 
effort, to ride round the castle in the open 
day, on pretence of taking the air, when, 
pemdventure, the countess would see him 
from the place of her confinement, and favour 
him with some mark or token of her being 
alive. 

Thpugh his companion did not much relisli 
this plan, w^hich he foresaw would expose 
him to the insults of Trebasi, yet, as he could 
not contrive a better, he acquiesced in Ro- 
naldo’s invention, w'ith the proviso, that ho 
would defer the execution of it until his 
father-in-law should be absent in the chase, 
which was a diversion he every day enjoyed, . 

Accordingly they set a proper watch, and 
lay concealed until they were informed of 
Trebasi’s having gone forth, when they, 
mounted their horses and rode into theiieigh- 
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bourhood of the casllc. Having made a small 
excursion in tlio adjoining fields* they drew 
neiiror the walls, and at an easy pace had 
twice circled them, when Farrcl descried, at 
the top of a tower, a v\'hite handkerchief 
waved by a woman’s hand through the iron 
bar^j that secured the window. This signal 
being pointed out to Renaldo, his heart be- 
gan to throb with great violence ; he mlide a 
respectful obeisance towards the part in 
which it appeared, and, perceiving the hand 
beclioning him to approach, advanced to the 
vciy buttress of the turret ; upon whicli, see- 
ing something drop, he alighted with great 
expedition, and took up a picture of his father 
in miniature, the features of which he no 
sooner distinguished, than the tears ran down 
his cheeks ; he pressed the little image to his 
lips with the most filial fervour; then con- 
veying it to his bosom, looked up to the hand, 
which waved in such a manner as gave him 
to understand it was high time to retire. 
Being by this time highly persuaded that his 
kind monitor was no other than the countess 
h( rsclf, he pointed to his heart, in token of 
hib filial affection, and laying his hand on 
his sword, to denote his resolution of doing 
her justice, ho took his leave with another 
pron)und boW, and suffered himself to be 
rcconducted to his lodging. 

Every circumstance of this trai^^action 
was observed by the servants of Count Tre- 
basi, wlio immediately dispatched a messen- 
ger to their lord with an account of what had 
happened. Alarmed at this information, 
from which he immediately concluded that 
the stranger was young Melyil, he forthwith 
quitted the chase, and, returning to the castle 
hy a private postern, ordered his horse to be 
kept ready saddled, in hope that his son-in- 
law would repeat the visit to his mother. 
This precaution would have been to no pur- 
pose, had Renaldo followed the advice of 
Farrel, who represented the danger of re- 
turning to a place where the marm was 
undoubtedly given by his first appearance ; 
and exhorted him to return to Vienna for 
tDc*prosocution of his suit, now that he was 
satisfied of his mother’s being alive. In order 
to strengthen this admonition, he bade him 
recollect the signal for withdrawing, which 
was doubtless the effect of maternal concern, 
inspired by the knowledge of the count’® 
vigilance and vindictive disposition. 

Notwithstanding the^ suggestions, Mclvil 
persisted in his resolution of appearing once 
more below the tower, on the supposition 
that his mother, in expectation of his return, 
had prepared a billet for his acceptance, from 
which he might obtain important intelligence. 
The major, seeing him lend a deaf ear to his 
remonstrances, was contented to attend him 
in his second expedition, which he pressed 
him to undertake that same afternoon, as 
Trebasi had taken care to circulate a report 

his Jiavjng gone to dine at the seat of a 


nobleman in the neighbourhood. Our knight- 
errant and hissquin?, deceived by tliis finesse, 
presented themselves again under tlm prison 
of the countess, who no sooner beheld her 
son return, than she earnestly entreated him 
to be gone, by the same sign which she had 
before used ; and he taking it for granted that , 
she ivas debarrcKl the use of pen, ink, and 
paper, and that he had notliing more to ex- 
pect, consented to retire, and had already 
moved to some distance from the house, 
when, in crossing ii small plantation that 
belonged to the castle, they wore mot by 
Count Trebasi and another person on horse- 
back. 

At sight of this apparition, the blood mount- 
ed into Rcualdo’s cheeks, and his eyes bi'gan 
to lighten with ca^riitiss and indignation, 
which was not at afl diminished by the fero. 
cions address of the count, who, advancing 
to Mclvil with n menacing air, — “Before 
you proceed,” said he, “I must know with 
what view you have been twice to-day pa- 
trolling round my inolosures, and reconnoi- 
tring the different avenues of my house : yon 
likeivise carry on a clandestine correspon- 
dence with some person in the family, of 
which my honour obliges me to demand an 
explanation.” 

“ Had your actions been always regulatiNl 
by the dictates of honouf,” replied li«na)do, 

“ I should never have been questioned for 
riding round that castle, which you know is 
my rightful >nheritancc, or excluded from the 
sight of a parent who suffers under your 
tyranny and oppression. It is my part, there- 
fore, to expostulate ; and, since fortune hath 
favoured me with an bpportunity of revenging 
pur wronCT in person, wc shall not part until 
you liave learned that the family of the Count 
de Mclvil is not to be injured with impunity. 
Hero is no advantage on cither side, in point 
of arms or number ; you arc better mounted 
than 1 am, ami shall have the choice of the 
ground on which our difference ought to bo . 
brought to a speedy determination.” 

Trebasi, whose courage was not of the 
sentimental kind, but purely owing to . Ins 
natural insensibility of danger, instead of 
concerting measures coolly for the engage . 
ment, or , making any verbal reply to this 
defiance, drew a pistol, without the least 
hesitation, and fii^d it at the face of Renaldo, 
part of wlioae left eyc-brow was carried ofi' 
by the hall. Melvil was not slow in return- 
ing the compliment, which, as it was delihe- 
tute, proved the more decisive : fbr the shot 
entering the count’s right breast, made its 
way to the back bone with such a shock as 
stnick Ito to the ground: upon which the 
other alibied, iii order to improve the ad- 
vantage he had gained. 

During this transaction, Farrel hi^ well 
nigh loat.his 'llfe by the sava^ behaviour of 
Trebasl^s attendant, who had beoit a hussar 
ofijeer, and who, thinking it was his duty to 
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imitate the example of his patror^ on this 
occasion, discharged a pistol at the major, 
heforo lie bad the least intimation of his de- 
The llibernian^s horse being a com- 
mon hireling, and unaccustomed to stand 
firo, no sooner saw the flash of Trebasi’s 
pistol, than, starting aside, he happened to 
jjliinge into a hole, and was overturned at 
the very instant when the hussar’s piece went 
off, so that no damage ensued to his rider, 
who, pitching on his feet, flew with great 
iiimblcness to his adversary, then, laying hold 
on one leg, dismounted linn in a twinkling, 
and, seizing his throat as he lav, would have 
soon dispatched him without the use of flre- 
arms, had he not been prevented by his friend 
Renaldo, who desired him to desist, observ- 
ing, that his vengeance was already satisfied, 
as tlie count seemed to he in the agonies of 
death. The major was loth to quit his prey, 
as he thought his aggressor had acted in a 
treacherous manner; but recollecting that 
there was no time to lose, because, in all 
probability, the firing had alarmed the castle, 
he took his leave of the vanquished hussar, 
with a couple of hearty kicks, and, mounting 
his horse, followed Melvil to the house of a 
entleman in the neighbourhood, who was 
insman to the countess, and very well dis- 
posed to grunt him g secure retreat, until the 
troublesome consequences of this rencounter 
should be overblown. 

Trebasi, though to the young gentleman 
he seemed speechless and inseusiblo, had 
neither lost the use of his reason nor of his 
tongue, but afiected that extremity, in order 
to avoid any further eopversation with the 
victor. He was one of those people who 
never think of death until he knocks at the 
door, and then earnestly entreat him to ex- 
cuse them for the present, and be so good as 
to call another time. The count had so often 
escaped unhurt in the course of his cam- 
paigns, that he looked upon himself as invul- 
nerable, and set all danger at defiance. 
Though he had hitherto taken no care of the 
conceims of his soul, he had a large fund of 
superstition at bottom ; and when the surgeon 
who examined his wound declared it was 
mortal, all the terrors of futurity took ,hold 
on his imagination, and all the misdemeanours 
of his life presented themselves in aggravated 
colours to his recollection. 

He implored the spiritual assistance of a 
,^od priest ip the neighbourhood, who, in 
Uie discharge of his own conscience, gave 
him to undersiandthat he had little mercy to 
expect, unless he would, as much as lay in 
his power, redrea^ the injuries he had done 
to his fellow<-creatures. As nothing lay 
heavier upon his soul than tlie cruelty and 
fraud he had practised upon the flamily of 
Count Melvil, hh earnestly besought this 
charitable clergyman to mediate his pardon 
, with the countess; and at the same time 
desired to see Ren^do before his death that 


he might put him in possession of his pater- 
nal estate, and solicit his forgiveness for the 
offence he bad given. 

His lady, far from waiting for the priest’s 
intercession, no sooner understood the lament- 
able situation of her husband, and found her- 
self at liberty, than she hastened to his apart- 
ment, expressed the utmost concern for lus 
misfortune, and tended him with truly con- 
jugal tenderness and fidelity. Her son gladly 
obeyed the summons, and was received with 
great civility and salisfactioTi by his father- 
m-law, who, in presence of the judge and 
divers gentlemen assembled for that purpose, 
renounced all right and title to the fortune 
he had so unjustly usurped; disclosed the 
name of the convent to which Mademoiselle 
de Melvil had been conveyed, dismissed all 
the agents of his iniquity, and being recon- 
ciled to his son-in-law, began to prepare 
himself in tranquillity for his latter end. 

The countess was overwhelmed with an 
excess of joy, when she' embraced her long 
lost son, who had proved himself so vvortliy 
of his fatlier ; yet this joy was embittered, 
by reflecting that she was made a widow by 
the hands of that darling son : for, though 
she knew his honour demanded the sacrifice, 
she could not lay aside that regard and ven- 
eratiqn which is attached to the name of 
husband; and therefort^ resolved to retire 
into a monastery, where she could spend the 
renoaind'er of her life in devotion, without 
being exposed to any intercourse which might 
interfere with the delicacy of her sentiments 
on that subject. 


CHAPTER LIX. 

He is the inessenget of happiness to his 
sister, who removes the film which had 
long obstructed his penetration, with 
regard to Count Fathom, 

As the most endearing affection had always 
subsisted between Ronaldo and his sister, he 
would not one moment deny himself tlio 
pleasure of flying to her embrace, and of 
being the glad messenger of her deliverance. 
Soon, tlujrefore, as he understood the place 
of her retreat, and had obtained a proper 
order to the abbess, signed by Count Tre- 
basi, he set out post for Vienna, still accom- 
panied by his faitJifol Hibernian, and, arriv- 
ing at the convent, found the abbess and tlio 
whole house so engrossed in making prepara- 
tions for the ceremony of giving the veil next 
day to a young woman who had fulfilled the 
term of her probation, that ho could not poss- 
ibly see. his sister with that leisure and 
satisfaction which he had flattered himself 
with enjoying at this meeting; and therefore 
he was fein to bridle his im)>aticnco for two 
days, and keep his credentials until the hurry 
should be oyer, .that mademoiselle* might 
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have no intimation of lior good fortune, ex- 
cept from his own mouth. 

In order to fill up this tedious interval, he 
visited his friends at court, who were rejoiced 
to hear the happy issue of his excursion to 
Presburg : the prince, who was his particular 
patron, desired he would make himself per- 
fertly easy with regard to tlic death of Count 
'frebasi, mr he would take care to represent 
him in such a light to the ompress-quecn, as 
would screen him from any danger of prose- 
cut i on on that account. His high ness, more- 
over, appointed the following day for per- 
forming the promise he had made of present- 
iiig him to thot august princess, and in the 
rncantiine prepossessed her so much in his 
favour, that when he approached her pre- 
.‘•cnce, and was announced by his noble intro- 
ductor, she eyed him with a look of peculiar 
complacency, saying, — “ f am glad to see 
you returned to my dominions. Your father 
was u gallant officer, who served our house 
with equal courage and fidelity: and as 1 
understand you tread in his footsteps, you 
may depend upon rny favour and protection.” 

Ho was so much overwhelmed with this 
giacious reception, that, while he bowed in 
silence, the drops of gratitude trickled from 
his eyes; and her imperial majesty w'os so 
well plfiascd with this manifestation of his 
heart, that she immediately gave directions 
for promoting him to the command of a troop 
of horse. Thus Fortune seemed willing, and 
indeed eager to discharge the debt she owed 
him for the different calamities he liad under.> 
gone. And as he looked upon the generous 
Hebrew to be the sole source of his success, 
I’.e did not tail to make him acquainted with 
the happy effects of his recommendation and 
friendship, and to express, in the warmest 
terms, the deep sense he had of his uncom- 
mon benevolence, which, by the by, was still 
greater, with regard to Rcnaldo, than the 
re:u!cr as yet imagines ; for lie not only fur- 
nished him with money for his present occa- 
sion.'., but also gave him an unlimited credit 
on a banker in Vienna, to whom one of his 
letttjrs was directed. 

The ceremony of tlie nun’s admission being 
now performed, and the convent restored to 
its former quiet, Melvil hastened thither on 
the win^ of brotherly affection, and pre- 
sented his letter to tJie abbess, who having 
perused the contents, by which she learned 
that the funnily disquiets of Count Trebasi 
no longer subsisted, and that the bearer was 
the brother of madenioiselle, she received 
him with great politeness, congratulated him 
on this happy event, and begging he would 
excuse her staying with him in tlie paiiour, 
on pretence of business, withdrew, saying, 
she would immediately send in a young lady 
who would console him for her absence. In 
a few minutes he was joined by his sister, 
^ho, expecting nothing less than to see 
naldQ,mo sooner distinguished his features, 
3 0 ' \ 


than she shrieked aloud with surprij^e, and 
would have sunk upon the floor, had not he 
supported her in his embrace. 

Such a sudden apparition of her brotiier at 
any tiine^ or in uiiy place, afier their long 
separation, would have strongly afiected this 
sensiblo young lady ; but to find him so ab- 
ruptly in a place where she ihouglit herself 
buried from tlie knowledge of all her relations, 
occasioned such commotions in her spirits 
as had well nigh endangered her reason ; for 
it was not till after a considerable pause tliat 
she could talk to him with connexion or 
coherence. However, a.s those trQusport.s 
subsided, they entered into a more dolibe’^ate 
and agreeable conversation, in the course of 
which he gradually informed her of what had 
passed at Uie castle ; and inexpressible was 
the pleasure sho felt, in learning that her 
mother was released from captivity, herself 
restored to freedom, and lier brother to liio 
possession of his inhorilance, hy the only 
means to which she had always prayed these 
blessings might be owing. 

As .she had been treated with nncoinirion 
liurnanity by the abbess, she would not con- 
sent to leave the convent until lie slioubl be, 
ready to sot out for Prcsbnrg; so that they 
dined together with that good lady, and passed 
the afternoon in that inutuoi commiinicatiou 
with which a brother and sister may be sup- 
posed to entertain themselves on such a;i 
occasion. She gave him a detail of the in- 
sults and nyjrtifications she had sutIVred from 
the brutality of her father-in-law : and told 
him, that her conlinimient in this monastery 
was owing to Trebasi ’s having intercepted a 
letter to her from ’llenaldo, signifying Ins 
intention io return to the empire, in order to 
assert his own right, and redress her griev- 
ances. Then turning the discourse upon the 
incidents of )iis peregrinations, she in a par- 
ticular manner inquired about that e-xquisite 
beauty who had been the innocent source of 
all his distresses, and upon wliose perfections 
he had often, in his letters to his sister, ox- 
paltated with indications of rapturo and de- 
light 

This inquiry in a moment blow up that 
scorching flame which had been well nigli 
stifled by otiier necessary avocations. His 
eyes gleamed, his cheeks glowed and grew 
pale alternately, and his whole frame under- 
went an immediate agitation ; which being 
perceived by madomoisolle, she concluded 
that some tiew calaniity was, annexed to the 
name "of Monimia, anil, dreading to rip up 
a wound which she saw was so ineffectually 
closcfl, slw for the present .suppressed^ber 
curiositjr end concern, and industriously ‘Crt- 
deavomred to introduce eoine lose affecting 
subject of conversation. He saw her aim, 
approved of her dificretiqn,and, .joining her 
endeavours, expressed his surprise at her 
having omiUed to eignity the least remem- 
brance of her old ffivoorite, Fathom, whom 
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he had Icfl in England. He had no sooner 
pronounced his name» than she suffered some 
confusion in her turn ; from which, however, 
recollecting herself, — “ Brother,” said she, 

■* you must endeavoiirto forget that wretch, 
Svho is altogether unworthy of retaining the 
smallest share of your regard,” 

Astonished, and indeed angry, at this ex- 
pression, which he considered as the effect 
of malicious rnisrepTcsentation, he gently 
chid her for her credulity in believing the 
envious aspersion of some person who repin- 
ed at the superior virtue of Fathom, whom 
he affirmed to he an honour to the human 
.species. 

“ Nothing is more easy,” replied the young 
lady, than to impose upon a person, who, 
being himself unconscious of guile, suspects 
no deceit. You have been a dupe, dear 
brother, not to the finesse of Fathom, but to 
the sincerity of your own heart. For my 
own' part, 1 assume no honour to niy own 
penetration in having comprehended the vil- 
lainy of that impostor, which was discovered, 
in more than one instance, by accidents 1 
could not possibly foresee. 

“You must know, that Teresa, who at- 
tended me from my childhood, and in whose 
honesty I reposed such confidence, having 
disobliged some of the inferior servants, was 
so narrowly watched in all her transactions, 
as to be at last detected in the very act of 
conveying a piece of plate, wliich was actu- 
ally found concealed among her 'clothes. 

“You may guess how much 1 Was aston- 
ished when I understood this circumstance ; 
I could not trust to the javidcncc of my own 
senses, and should liave still believed her in- 
nocent, in spite of ocular demonstration, had 
not she, in the terrors of being tried for felo- 
ny? promised to make a very material disco- 
very to tlie countess, provided she would 
take such measures os would save her life. 

“ This request being complied with, she, 
4n my hearing, opened up such an amazing 
tKeno of iniquity, baseness, ai3d ingratitude, 
which had been acted by her and Fathom, in 
order to defraud the family to which they 
•vvere so much indebted, that I could not have 
1‘olicved the human mind capable of such 
degeneracy, or , that traitor endowed with 
such fKjrfticioiis cunning and dissimulation, 
had not Iter tale b«cn congruous, consistent, 
and distinct, and fraught witii circumstances 
that rooiU to doubt the least article of 
her conibsrion; on considcratioa ofAvhich 
che waa permitted to go into voluntary 
exilft.” ^ 

She then explained their combination in 
ail the particulars, ^ v.e have already re- 
counted them in Xheir proper place, and 
finally observed, that the opinion she had 
hence conceived of Fathom’s character, was 
confirmed by what bhe had since learned 
of his perfidious conduct towards that very 
' .un who had lately taken the yeih 


Perceiving her brother struck dumb with 
astonishment, and gaping with the most 
eager attention, she proceeded to relate the 
incidents or his double intrigue with the 
jeweller’s wife and daughter, os they were 
communicated to her by the nun, who was 
no other than the individual Wilhelraina. 
After those rivals had been forsaken by their 
gallant, their mutual animosities and chagrin 
served to whet the attention and invention 
of each \ so that in a little time tlio whole 
mystery stood disclosed to both. The mother 
had discovered the daughter’s correspond- 
ence with Fathom, as we have formerly ob- 
served, by means of that unfortunate letter, 
which he unwittingly committed to the 
charge of the old beldame : and, as soon as 
she understood lie was without the reach of 
all solicitations or prosecution, imparted this 
billet to her husband, whose fury wjls so 
ungovernable, that he had almost sacnficc^d 
Wilhelmina with his own hands, especially 
when, terrified by his threats and impreca- 
tions, she owned fUat she had bestowed the 
chain on this perfidious lover. However, hi.s 
dreadful purpose was prevented, partly by 
the interposition of his wife, whose aim was 
not the death, but the immurement, of his 
daughter, and partly by the tears and suppli- 
cation of the young gentlewoman her.self, 
who protested, that although the cen*mony 
of the church had not been performed, she 
was contracted to Fathom by the most 
solemn vows, to witness which he invoked 
all the saints in heaven. 

The jeweller, upon cooler consideration, 
was unwilling to lose the last spark of hope 
that glittered among the ruins of his df'spair, 
and resisted all the importunities of his v/ife, 
who pressed him to consult the welfare of 
his daughter’s soul, in the fond expectation 
of finding some expedient to lure back the 
chain and its posse-ssor. In the moan time 
Wilhelmina was daily and hourly exposed to 
the mortifying animadversions of her mamma, 
who, with all the insolence of virtue, incess- 
antly upbraided her with the' backslidings 
of her vicious life, and exhorted her to re- 
formation and Tppentance. This continual 
triumph lasted fur many months, till at 
length a miarrel happened between the mo- 
ther and the gossip at whose liout^e ^he used 
to give the rendezvous to her admirers ; tliat 
incensed confidant, in the precipitation of 
her anger, promulgated the history of those 
secret meeting 5 and, among the rest, her 
interviews with Fathom were brought to 
light. 

The first peonlo wlio hear news of this 
sort are generally those to whom they are 
most unwelcome: The Gcnnaii was soon 
apprised of his wife’s frailty, and considered 
the two jfi'inales of his house as a couple of 
devils inearaato, sent from hell to exercise 
his patience : yet, in the midst of his dia 
pleasure, he found matter of . consolation, in 
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being furnished witli a .sufficient reason for 
parting witli his holpnialc, who had for many 
years kept his family in dis^piiet. He, there- 
lore, without hazarding a personal confer- 
ence, sent proposals to her by a friend, wliich 
she did iu>t think proper to reject : and, see- 
ing himself restored to the dominion of his 
ovvii house, exerted his sway so tyrannically, 
that Wilhehnina became weary of her Hie, 
and had recourse to the comforts of religion, 
of wlijclt she soon beco.ine enamoured, and 
begged her father’s pormi.ssion to dedicate 
the rest of her life to the duties of devotion. 
Slie was accordingly received into tliis con- 
vent, tlic regulations of which w^cre so much 
to her liking, that she performed the task of 
probation with pleasure, and voluntarily ex- 
cluded herself from the vanities of this life. 
It was here she liad contracted an acquaint- 
ance with Mademoiselle de Melvil, to whom 
she coiinnunicated her complaints of Fa- 
thom, on the supposition that he v^*us related 
to tlie count, as he himself had often declared. 

While the young lady rehearsed the par- 
ticulars of this detail, Renaldo sustained a 
strange vicissitude of different passions. 
Surprise, .sorrow, fear, hope, and indigna- 
tion, raised a rno.st tumultuous conflict in his 
hosorn. Monirnia rushed upon his imagina- 
tion in the character of innocence b<3t rayed 
by the iripinnations of treachery. l.Te with 
horror viewed her at the mercy* of a villain, 
who had broken all tlie tics of gratitude ami 
honour. 

Affrighted at the pros|)oct, he started from 
ids seat, e.xclaiining, in the most unconnect- 
ed strain of distraction and despair, — “ I lave 
I then nourished a serpent in niv bosom ! 
Have I listmied to the voice of a traitor, who 
hath murdered my peace ! who hath torn my 
heart-strings asunder, and pcrliaps ruined 
the pattern of all earthly |>erfectIon. It can- 
not be. Heaven would not suffer such in- 
fernal artifice to take effect. The thunder 
would be levelled against the accursed pro- 
jector.” 

JVoin this transport, compared with his i 
agiUlion when she mentioned Monirnia, his | 
•n.stor judged tliat Fatliom had been the oc- 
casion of a breach between the two lovers ; 
and this conjecture being confirmed by the 
disjointed answers he made to her interroga- 
tions upon the affair, she endeavoured to 
calm his apprehensions, by representing that 
he would soon Jiave an opportunity of ro- 
tuniing to England, where the misunder- 
standing might bo easily cleared up ; and 
that, in the mean time, he had nothing to 
fear on account of the pereon rtf his mistress, 
in a country where individuals were so well 
protected by the laws and constitution of the 
realm. .At length he suffered himself to be 
flattered with the fond hope of seeing Mo- 1 
niinia’s character triumpli in the inquiry, of I 
• retrieving tluit lo.«it jewel, and of renewing; 
that favishing intercourse and exalted ex- 1 
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I pcctation wliich had been so cruelly cut ofi*. 

I He now wished to find Fathom as black as 
he had been exhibited, that Moniriiia's apos- 
I tacy might be numbered among the misre- 
presentations of his treachery .and fraud. 

His love, which was alike generous and 
ardent, espoused the cause, and he no longer 
doubled her constancy and virtue. But whiMi 
he reflected how her tender Iicart must ha\ o 
been wrung with anguish at lii.s iinkindncss 
and cruelty, in leaving her destitute in a 
foreign land ; how her sensibility mitst have 
been tortured jn finding her.^elf altogt‘t!ior 
dependent upon a ruffian, who certainly har- 
boured the most baleful design-* upon her 
lionour; how her life must be eiulango'red 
both by his barbarity and her own desjjair — 
1 say, when he reflected on these circum- 
stances, lie shuddered witli horror and dis- 
may; and that very night dLspatcJied a letter 
to his friend tlie .Tew, entreating him, in tin? 
most pressing manner, to employ all his 
intellig<!ncc in learning the situation of the. 
fair orplian, that she might be protected 
from the villainy of Fatlioin, until his return 
to England. 


(’HAPTER LX, 

He recomp fuses attachment of his friend % 

and receives a letter that rednres him to 
the verge of death and distraction, 

* • * 

This step being taken, his mind in some 
measure retrieved its former tramjuillity : he 
soothed himself wirjj the prospect of a happy 
reconciliation with the divine Munimm, and 
liis fiincy was decoyed from every disagreea- 
blc presage by the entertaining conversation 
of hi.<^ si.ster, with whom in two day.s lie sot 
out for Preshui'g, attended by his friend the 
major, who had never qmtled him since their 
meeting at Brussels. Hero tlioy found Uoimt 
Trebasi entirely rid of the fever which had 
been occasioned by his wound, and in a fair 
way of doing w^ell ; a circumstance that 
afforded unspeaknbJe pleasure to Melvil, 
whose manner of thinking was sucli, as vvoiiyl 
have mode him unhappy, could he have 
charged hirnsejf with the death of his mothcT’s 
husband, howsoever criminal be might Juive 
been. 

The count’s ferocity did not return with 
hi-s health. His eyes were opened by th<! 
danger he had incurred, and his sentiment.^ 
turned into a new channel : he heartily asked 
pardon of mademoiselle for the rigorous usage 
she had suffered from tlie violence of his 
temper; thanked Renaldo for the seasonable 
lesson he had administered to him ; and not 
only insisted upon being removed from the 
castle to a house of his own at Presburg, but 
proffered to make immediate restitution of 
all the rents whicli he had unjustly converted 
to his own use. 
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ThcKO things being settled in the most 
amicable manner, to the entire satisfaction 
of the parties concerned, as well as of the 
neighbouring noblesse, among whom the 
houbo of Melvil was in universal esteem, 
Ronaldo resolved to solicit leave at the im- 
perial court to return to England, in order to 
investigate the aflair of Monimia, which was 
more interesting than all the points he had 
hitherto adjusted. But, before he quitted 
Presburg, his friend Parrel, taking him aside 
one day, — “ Count,” said he, ” will you give 
me leave to ask, if, by my zeal and attach- 
ment for you, 1 have had the good fortune to 
acquire your esteem ?” ” To doubt that 
esteem,” replied Renaldo, “ were to susjiect 
rny gratitude and honour, of which I must be 
utterly destitute before I lose the sense of 
those obligations I owe to your gallantry and 
friendship — obligations which I long for a 
proper occasion to repay.” 

“ Well then,” resumed the major, ” 1 will 
deal with you like a downright Swiss, and 
point out a method by which you may shift 
tliG load of obligation from your own shoulders 
to mine. You know my birth, rank, and 
expectations in the service : but perhaps you 
do not know, that, as my expense has always I 
unavoidably exceeded my income, I find my- 
self a little out at elbows in my circumstances, | 
and want to piece them up by matrimony. I 
Of those ladies with whom T think I have any 
chance of succeeding, Mademoiselle de Mel- 
vil seems the best qualified to ^^render ^my 
situation happy in all respects. Her fortune 
IS more than sufficient to disembarrass my 
lifairs ; licr good sense will be a seasonable 
chock upon iny vivacity*; her iigreeiiblo ac- 
complishments will engage a coritinualioii of 
affection and regard : I know my own dispo- 
sition well enough to think I shall become a ' 
most dutiful and tractable husband ; and shall j 
deem rnysclf Jiighly honoured in being more 
closely united to ray dear Count de Melvil, 
the son and representative of that worthy 
officer under whom my youth was formed. 
If you will tliereforc sanction my claim, I 
will forthwith begin my approaches, and 
doubt not, under your au.spices, to bring the 
place to a capitulation.” ■ 

Ronaldo was pleased with tiic frankness 
of this declaration, approved of his demand, 
ami desired him to depend upon his good 
offices with his sister, whom he sounded that 
same evening pon the subject, recommend- 
ing the major to her favour, as a gentleman 
w'ell worthy of her choice. Mademoisolle, 
who had never been exercised in the coquet- 
ries of lier soA, ai.d was now arrived at those 
years when the vanity of youth ought to yield 
to discretion, cotisiileTod the proposal as a 
philosopher, and, affer due deliberation, can- 
didly owned she had no objections to the 
match, Farrel was accordingly introduced 
in the c4i:iracter of a lover, after the permi.«t 3 . 
ioa of the countess had been obtained ; and 


he carried on his addresses in the usual form, 
so much to the satisfaction of all concerned 
in the event, that a day was appointed for 
I the celebration of his nuptials, w^hen he en- 
j tered into peaceable possession of his prize, 

I A few days after this joyful occasion, while 
I Renaldo was at Vienna, where he had been 
indulged with leave of absence for six months, 
and employed in making preparations for his 
journey to Britain, ho was one evening pre- 
sented by his serv'ant with a packet from 
London, which he no sooner opened, than 
hq found inclosed a letter directed to him in 
the handwriting of Monimia. He was so 
much affected at sight of those well-known 
characters, that he stood motionless as a 
statue, eager to know the contents, yet afraid 
to peruse the billet. While he hesitated in 
this suspense, he chanced to cast his eye on 
the inside of the cover, and perceived the 
name of his Jewish friend at the bottom of a 
few lines, importing, that the inclosed was 
delivered to him by a physician of his ac- 
quaintance, who had recommended it in a 
particular manner to his care. TJiis intima- 
tion served only to increase the mystery, and 
whet his impatience: and as he had the 
explanation in his hand, he summoned all 
his resolution to his aid, and breaking the 
seal, began to read these words. — “ Ronaldo 
will not suppose tliat this address proceeds 
from iiiteresled motives, when he learns, 
that, before it can be presented to his view, 
the unfortunate Moniuim will be no more.” 

Here tlie light forsi^dc Ronaldo’s eyes, his 
knees knocked together, and lie fell at full 
length insensible on tbo floor : Ins valet hear- 
ing the noise, ran into the apartment, liRed 
him upon a couch, and dispatched a messen- 
ger for proper assistance, while ho himself 
endeavoured to recall his spirits by such ap- 
plications as chance aflbrded : but before the 
count exhibited any signs of life, his brother- 
in-law entered his chamber by accident, and 
as soon as he recollected himself from tlie 
extreme confusion and concern produced by 
this melancholy spectacle, he perceived the 
fatal epistle, which Melvil, though insensiMe, 
still kept within his grasp ; justly suspecting 
this to be the cause of that severe paroxysm, 
he drew near the couch, and with difficulty 
read what is above rehearsed, and the sequel, 
to this effect : — 

“ Yes, I have taken such measures as will 
prevent it from falling into your hands, until 
after I shall have been released from a being 
embittered with inexpressible misery and 
anguish. It is not my intention, once loved, 
and, ah ! still too fondly remembered youth, 
to upbraid you as the source of that unceas- 
ing woe which hath been so long the sole 
inhabitant of my lonely bosom. I will not 
: call you inconstant or unkind. I dare not 
think you base or dishonourable ; yet I was 
abruptlv sacrificed to a triumphant rival, 
before I bad learned to bear such mortifica-*' 
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tion ; before 1 had overcome the prejudices 
which 1 had imbibed in my father’s house, I 
was all at once abandoned to despair, to 
indigence, and distress, to the vile practices 
of a villain, who, I fear, hath betrayed us 
both. What have not I suflered from the 
insults and vicious designs of tliat wretch, j 
whom you cherished in your bosom ! yet to 
these 1 owe this near ajiproacli to that goal 
of peace, where the canker-worm of sorrow 
will expire. Beware of tliat artful traitor ; 
and, oh ! endeavour to overcome that levity 
of disposition, which, if indulged, will not 
only -stain your reputation, but also debauch 
the good qualities of your heart. I release 
you in the sight of Heaven from all obliga- 
tions: if I have been injured, let not my 
wrongs be visited on the head of Renaldo, 
for whom shall be offered np the last fervent 
prayers of the hapless Monimia.” 

TJiis letter was a clue to the labyrinth of 
Melvil’s distress : though the major liad never 
heard him mention the name of this beauty, 
he had received such hints from his ow'ii wife, 
as enabled him tu cuinprchend the whole of 
the count’s disaster. By the admin istration 
of stimulating medicines Ueiialdo recovered 
his perception : but this was a cruel alterna- 
tive, considering the situation of his thought.^. 
The first word he pronounced was 4Monirnia, 
wMth all the emphasis of the most violent 
despair : he perused the letter, and poured 
forth incoherent execrations against Fathom 
and himself. 11c exclaimed in a frantic tone, 
— ** She is lost for over ! murdered by my 
unkind ness ! wo are both undone by the in- 
fernal arts of Fathom ! Execrable monster ! 
re.storc her to my arms. If thou art not a 
fiend in reality, I will tear out thy false 
heart.” 

So saying, he sprung upon Ins valet, wh6 
would have fallen a sacrifice to hi.s undistin- 
gmshing fury, had not he been saved by the 
interposition of Farrel and the family, who 
disengaged him from his master’s gripe by 
dint offeree ; yet, notwithstanding their joint 
endeavours, he broke from this restraint, 
leaped upon the floor, and seizing his sword, 
attempted to plunge it in his own breast. 
When he was once more overcome by num- 
bers, he cursed himself, and all those who 
withheld him ; swore he would not survive 
the fair victim, who had perished by his cre- 
dulity and indiscretion ; and the agitation of 
his spirits increased to such a degree, that 
ho was seized with strong convulsions, which 
nature was scarce able to sustain : every 
medical expedient was used to quiet this per- 
turbation, which at length yielded so far as 
to subside into a continual fever, and con- 
firmed delirium, during which he ceased not 
to pour forth the most pathetic complaints, 
touching his ruined love, and to rave about 
the ill-starred Monimia. The major, iiolf 
Jistracted by the calamity of his friend, 


I would have concealed it from the knowledge 
I of his family, had not the physician, by de- 
spairing of his life, laid him under the necess- 
ity of making them acquainted with his con- 
dition. 

The countess and Mrs Fane] were no 
sooner informed of liis cose, than they hast- 
ened to the melancholy scmie, where they 
found Ronaldo deprived* of hia senses, pant- 
ing under the rage of an exasperated disease. 
The^ saw his face distorted, and his eyes 
glaring with frenzy : they heard Iiim invoke 
the name of Muniiiiia, witii a tenderness of 
accent, which even the impulse of madness 
could not destroy. TJien, with i sudden 
transition of tone and gesture, he denounced 
vengeance against Iicr betrayer, and ealled 
upon the north wind to cool the fervour of his 
brain, llis hair hung in dishevelled parcels, 
his cheeks were wan, hi.s looks ghastly, his 
vigour was fled, and all the glory of his youth 
faded : the physician hung his head in silence, 
the attendants wrung their hands in despair, 
and the countenance of his friend was bathed 
in tears. 

Huch a picture would have moved the niost 
obdurate heart : what impression, then, must 
it have made upon n parent and sister, melt- 
ing with all the enthusiasm of affect ion 1 the 
ijioth»?r was struck dinnh, and stupified with 
grief : the sister threw herself on the bod in 
a transport of sorrow, caught her loved Re- 
naldo in her arms, and was, with great dilli- 
culty, torn C*oni his cmbraco. Such was the 
dismal reverse that overtook the late so happy 
family of Mclvil ; such was the extremity to 
which the treachery of Fathom had reduced 
his best benefactor ! * 

Three days -did nature struggle with sur- 
prising efforts, and then the constitution 
Bccmed to sink under the victorious fever : 
yet as his strength dimiiitshcd, hi.s doliriiim 
abated, and on the fifth morning lie looked 
round, and recognised hi.s weeping friends. 
Though now exhausted to the lowest ebb of 
life, he retained the perfect u.se of speech, 
and his reason being quite unclouded, spoke 
to each with equal kindness and composure ; 
he congratulated him.self upon the sight of 
shore, after the horrors of such a tempest : 
called upon the countess and his sister, who 
were not permitted to see him at such a cor.- 
iuncture, and being apprised by the major of 
nis reason for excluding them from his pre- 
senccf he applauded his concern, bcmicathed 
tliem to his future care, and took leave of 
that gentleman with a cordial embrace. 
Then he desired to be left in private with a 
certain clergyman, who regulated the con- 
cerns of his soul ; and he being dismissed, 
turned his face from the light, in expectation 
of his final discharge. In a few minutes all 
was still and dreary ; he was no longer heard 
to breathe ; no more the stream of life was 
perceived to circulate ; he was supposed to 
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be absolved from all liis cares, and a univer- 
sal groan from the by-slandors announced 
the decease of the gallant, generous, and 
tender-hearted Renaldo. 

“ (^ome hither, ye whom the pride of youth 
and health, of birth and atHuence, inflames ; 
who tread the flowery maze of pleasure, 
trusting to the fruition of ever-circling joys : 
ye who glory in your accomplishments, who 
indulge the views of ambition, and lay schemes 
for future happiness and ^^randeur ; contem- 
plate here the vanity of liie : behold how low 
tills excellent young man is laid ! mowed 
down even in the blossom of his youth, when 
fortune seemed to open all her treasures to 
his worth !** 

Such were the reflections of the generous 
Farrel, who, while he performed the last 
office of friendship, in closing the eyes of the 
much-lamciited Melvil, perceived a warmth 
on the skin, which the hand of death seldom 
leaves uiioxtinguishcd. Tliis uncommon sen- 
sation he reported to tlio physician, who, 
though he could feel no pulsation in the heart 
or arteries, conjectured that life still lingered 
in some of its interior haunts, and immediately 
ordered such applications to the extremities 
and surface of the body, as might help to 
concentrate and reinforce the natural heat. 

By these prescriptions, which, for some 
time, produced no sensible eflect, the embers 
were, in all probability, kept glowing, and 
the vital power revived ; for, after a consi- 
derable pause, respiration was gradually re- 
newed at long intervals, a languid motion 
was perceived at the heart, a few feeble and 
irregular pulsations were felt at the wrist, 
the clay-coloured livery* of death began to 
vanish from his face ; the circulation acquired 
new force, and he opened his eyes with a 
sigh, which proclaimed his return from the 
shades of death. 

When ho recovered the faculty of swal- 
lowing, a cordial was administered; and 
whether the fever abated, in consequence of 
the blood’s being cooled and condensed dur- 
ing the recess of action in the solids, or 
nature, in that agony, had prepared a proper 
channel for the expulsion of the disease, cer- 
tain it is, ho was, from this moment, rid of 
all bodily pain ; he retrieved the animal func- 
tions, and nothing remained of his malady 
but an extreme weakness and lanmior, the 
effect of nature’s being fatigued in trie battle 
she had won 

Unutterable was the joy that took possess- 
ion of his mothe»’ and sister, when Farrel 
flew into their apartment, to intimate this 
happy turn. Scarce could they be restrained 
from pouring fortii their transports in the 
presence of HonaJdt>, who \va3 still too feeble 
to endure such eoininunicotion : indeed he 
was extremely mortified and dejected at this 
event, which had difiused such pleasure and 
satisfaction among his friends • for, though 


his distemper was mastered, the fatal cause 
of it still rankled at his heart, and he con- 
sidered this respite from death as a protrac- 
tion of his misery. 

Wlicn he was congratulated by the major 
on the triumph of his constitution, he replied, 
with a groan, — “ I would to Heaven it had 
been otherwise ; for I am reserved for all the 
horrors of the most poignant sorrow and 
remorse. 0 Monimia ’ Monimia ! I hoped 
by this time to have convinced thy gentle 
shade, that I was, at least intentionally, in- 
nocent of that ruthless barbarity which hath 
brought thee to an untimely grave. Heaven 
and earth ! do I still survive the conscious- 
ness of that dire catastrophr, ! and lives the 
atrocious villain who hath blasted ail our 
hopes.” 

With these last words, the firo darted from 
his eyes, and his brother, snatching this oc- 
casional handle for reconciling him to life, 
joined in his exclamations against the trea- 
cherous Fathom, and observed, that lie should 
not, in point of honour, wish to die, until he 
should have sacrificed that traitor to the 
manes of the beauteous Monimia. This 
incitement acted as a spur upon exhausted 
nature, causing the blood to circulate with 
fresh vigour, and encouraging him to take 
such sustenance as would recruit his strength, 
and repair the damage which his health had 
sustained. 

His sister assiduously attended him in his 
recovery, flattering hi^ appetite, and amusing 
liis sorrow, at the same lime ; the clergyman 
assailed Ins despondence with religious wea- 
pons, as well as with arguments drawn from 
philosophy; and the fury of his passions 
being already expended, he became so tracta- 
ble as to listen to his remonstrances : but 
imt withstanding the joint endeavours of all 
his friends, a deep fixed melancholy remained, 
after every consequence of his disease had 
vanished. In vain they essayed to elude his 
grief by gaiety and diversions : in vain they 
tried to decoy his heart into some new en- 
gagement. 

These kind attempts served only to feed 
and nourish that melancholy which pined 
within his bosom. Monimia still haunted 
him in the midst of those amusements, while 
his reflection whispered to him, — “ Pleasures 
like these 1 miglit have relished with her par- 
ticipatioii.” That darling idea mingled in 
all the female assemblies at which ho was 
resent, eclipsing their attractions, and en- 
ancing the bitterness of his loss ; for absence, 
enthusiasm, and even his despair, had height- 
ened the charms of the fair orphan into some- 
thing supernatural and divine. 

Time, that commonly weakens the traces 
of remembrance, seemed to deepen its im- 
pressions in his breast. Nightly, in his 
dreams, did he converse with his dear Mo- 
nhnia ; sometimes on the verdant bonk of 
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delin^htful stream, where he breathed in soft 
iTiiirmurs the dictates of his love and admira- 
tion ; sometimes reclined within the tufted 
gro\e, his arm encircled and sustained her 
snowy neck, whilst she, with looks of love 
ineffable, gazed on his face, invoking Heaven 
to hltjKs her husband and her lord. Vet, 
even in these illusions, was his fancy oft 
uiartned for the ill-fated fair. Sometimes he 
viewed her tottering on the brink of a steep 
precipice, far distajit from his helping hand ; 
at other times she seemed to sail along the 
boisterous tide, imploring his assistance ; — j 
then would he start with horror from his 
sleep, and feel his sorrows more than realized; 
he deserted his couch — he avoided the so- 
ciety of mankind — he courted sequestered 
shaiies, whore he could indulge his melan- 
choly ; there hjs mind brooded over his ca- 
lamity, until hi.s imagination became familiar 
with all the ravages of death : it contem- 
plated the gradual decline of Monirnia’s 
health ; her tears, her distress, her despair, 
;it his imagined cruelty ; he saw through that 
perspectiie every blossom of her ocauty 
wither, every sparkle vanish from Iicr eyes ; 
he beheld her faded lips, her pale check, and 
her iiiaiiimatcd features, the symmetry of 
which not death itself was able to destroy, 
llis fancy conveyed lier breathless corse to 
the cold grave, over which, perhaps,* no tear 
humane was shed, where her delicate liinlw 
wore consigned to dust, where she was dished 
out IX delicious bamiuet to the unsparinsr 
worm. 

Over those pictures he dwelt with o sort 
of pleasing anguish, until he became so 
onaiiiourefi of her tomb, that he could no 
longer resist the desire that compelled him 
•to make a pilgrimage to the dear hallowed 
spot, where all his once gay hopes lay buried ; 
that he might nightly vi.sit the .silent habita- 
tion of his ruined love, embrace the sacred 
earth with which she was now compounded, 
moisten it with his tears, and bid the turf lie? 
easy on her breast. Besides the pro.spect of 
thv gloomy enjoyment, he was urged to re- 
turn to England, by an eager desire of taking 
vengeance on the perfidious Falliom, as well 
as of acquitting himself of the obligation.^ he 
owed in tliat kingdom to those who had 
assisted him in liis distress. He therefore 
communicated his intention to Farrel, who 
would Ivive iiLsisted upon attending him in 
tlic journey, had not he been conjured to stay 
and manage Retialdo's affairs in his absence. 
Every previous step bein^ taken, he took 
leave of the countess and his sister, who had, 
with all their interest and elocution, opposed 
his design, the execution of which, they 
justly feared, would, in.stead of difisipating, 
augment his chagrin ; and now, seeing him 
determined, they shed a flood of tears at his 
departure, and he set out from Vienna in a 
’^post-qhaise, accompanied by a trusty v*alet- 
de-chambre on horseback. 


CHAPTER LXl. 

I 

I Renafdo meets with a living monument of^ 

justice^ and ericounters a itersonage of 

some note hi these memoirs. 

As this domestic was very well qualified for 
making all the proper dispositions, and ad- 
justing every necessary article on the road, 
Renaldo totally abstracted liiniself from 
earthly considerations, and milled without 
ceasing on that theme which was the con- 
stant subject of bis contem]>]Hlioii. lie 
was blind to the objects tliat surrounded 
him; he scarco ever felt the importunities 
of imture ; and had not they been reinforced 
by the prcs.'<iiig entreaties of his altendunt, 
he would have proceeded without rcfrcKli- 
ment or repose. In this absence of mind did 
he traverse a great part of Germany, in his 
way to the Austrian Nctherhuids. am! arrived 
at the fortress of Lu.Yembiirg, whore ho wns 
obliged to tarry a whole day, on account of 
an accident which lind happened to his 
chaise. Here lie went to view iho fortifica- 
tions ; and, as he walked along the ramparts, 
his ears wore saluted with tlieso words; — 
“ Heaven bless the noble Count do IMcdvil ! 
will not ho turn the eyes of compassion on 
an old follow -soldier reduced to misfortune 
and disgrace V' 

SurpriseTl at this address, which was at- 
tended witli tho clanking of chains, Renaldo 
lillcd up his (jyes, and perceived tJie person 
who spoke to be -one of two inalofactors 
.shackled together, who had been sentenced 
for some crime to work as labourers on the 
fortifications. His face was so covered with 
hair, and his whole appearance so disguised 
by the squalid Jiobit which he wore, that the 
count could not recollect his features, until 
lie gave him to understand that his name 
was Ratchcali. Melvil immediately recog- 
nised his fellow-student at Vienna, and hi.s 
brother voliinloor upon the Rhine, and ex- 
pres.sed equal surprise and concern at seeing 
him in such a deplorable situation. 

Nothing renders the soul so callou.s and 
insensible as the scaring brands of infamy 
and disgrace. Without betraying the least 
symptoms of shame or confusion, — “ Count,” 
says he, “ this is the fate of war, at least of 
the war in whicH I liave been engaged ever 
sinco I took leave of the imperial army, and 
retreated with your old companion Fatliorii. 
Long life to that original genius ! If ho la 
not unhappily edipsed by some unfortunate 
interposition before his terrene parts arc 
purified, I foresee that he will shine a star 
of the first magnitude in the world of ad- 
venture.” 

At mention of this detested name, Renol- 
do’s heart began to throb with indignation ; 
yet he suppressed the emotion, and desired 
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to know the nicanin^j of that splendid en- 
comium wliich he had bestowed upon his 
confederate. “It would be quite unneces- 
sary,” replied Ratchcali, “ for a man in my 
present situation to equivocate or disguise 
the truth. The nature of my disgrace is 
perfectly well known ; I am condemned to 
hard labour tor life ; and unless some lucky 
accident (which I cannot now foresee) shall 
intervene, all i can expect is some alleviation 
of my hard lot from the generosity of such 
gentlemen as you, who compassionate the 
sufferings of your fellow-creatures. In order 
to engage your benevolence the more in my 
I ehalf, 1 sliall (if you will give me the hear- 
ing) faithfully inform you of some particulars, 
which it may import you to know, concern- 
ing my old acquaintance Ferdinand Count 
Fathom, whoso real character hath perhaps 
hitherto escaped your notice.” 

'Fhen he proceeded to give a regular detail 
of all the strokes of finesse which Tie, in con- 
junction with our adventurer, liad practised 
upon Melvil and others during their residence 
at Vienna, and the cainpaigfis they had made 
upon the Rhine. He explained the nature 
of tlie robbery which was supposed to have 
been done by the count’s valet, together with 
the manner of Ihcir desertion ; he described ! 
Ins separation from Fathom, their meeting 
at London, the traflic they carried on in co- 
partnership, and the inisfortinio that reduced 
Ferdinand to the condition in which ho was 
bund by Melvil. 

“ After having gratified the honest lawyer," 
said he, “ with a share of the unfortunate 
Fathom’s spoils, and packed up all my own val- 
uable effects, my new auxiliary Maurice and I 
posted to Harwich, embarked in tlic packet- 
lioat, and next day arrived at Ilelvootsluys ; 
from thence we repaired to tlic Hague, in 
order to mingle in the gaieties of the place, 
and exorcise our talents at play, which is 
there cultivated with universal eagerness : 
but chancing to meet with an old acqnaint- 
lance, whom I did not at all desire to sec, 
J found it convenient to withdraw softly to 
KoUerdam ; from whence we set out for 
Antwerp; and, having made a tour of the 
Austrian Netherlands, set up our rest at 
Brussels, and concerted a plan for laying the 
Flemings under contribution. 

“From our appearance wo procured ad- 
mission into the most polite assemblies, and 
succeeded to c. wonder in all our operations, 
until our cancer was unfortunately checked 
by the indiscretion of my ally; who, being 
detected in the very act of conveying a card, 
was immediately introduced to a magistrate : 
and this minister of justice was so curious, 
inquisitive, and clotir-s*glitf»J, that Count 
Maurice, finding it impossible to elude his 
penetration, was fain to stipulate for his own 
safety, bv giving up his friend to the cogni- 
zance of^ the law. I was accordingly appre- 
hended, before I knew the cause of my 


arrest : and being unhappily known by some 
soldiers of the prince’s guard, my character 
tunied out so little to the approbation of the 
inquisitors, that all my effects were confis- 
cated for the benefit of the state, and I was, 
by a formal sentence, condemned to labour 
on the fortifications all the days of my life ; 
while Maurice escaped at the expense of five 
hundred stripes, which he received in public 
from the hands of the common executioner. 

“Thus have I, without evasion or mental 
reservation, given a faithful account of the 
steps by which I have arrived at this barrier, 
which is likely to be the ne ph/s ultra of my 
peregrinations, unless the g»’iicrous (^ouiit . 
dc Melvil will deign to interpose his interest 
in behalf of an old fellow-soldier, w'ho may 
yet live to justify his mediation.” 

Renaldo had no reason to doubt the truth 
of this story, every circumstance of which 
tended to corroborate the intelligence he had 
already received touching the character of 
Fathom, whom he now con.sidercd with a 
double portion of abhorrence, as the 
abandoned miscreant that nature had ever 
produced. Though Ratchcali did not pos- 
sess a much higher place in his opinion, he 
favoured him with marks of his bounty, and 
exhorted him, if possible, to reform his 
heart: but he would !)y no means promise to 
interpose his credit m favour of a wretch 
self-convicted of such enoriiious villainy and 
fraud. He could not help morolizmg upon 
this rencounter, winch inspired him with 
great contempt for human nature ; and next 
day he proceeded on his journey with a 
heavy heart, ruminating on the perfidy of 
mankind, and, between whiles, transported 
with the prospect of revenging all his calami- 
ties' upon the accursed author. 

While he was wrapped up in these reve- 
ries, his carriage rolled along, and had already 
entered a wood between Mons and Tournay, 
when his dream was suddenly interrupted by 
the explosion of several i^jstols that were 
fired among the thickets at a little distance 
from tlic road. Roused at this alarm, he 
snatched his sword that stood by him? aJid, 
springing from the chai.se, ran directly to- 
wards the spot, being close followed by his 
valet, wlio iiad alighted and armed himself 
with a pistol in each hand. About forty 
yards from the highway, they arrived in a 
little glade or opening, where they saw a 
single man standing at bay against five ban- 
ditti, after having killed one of their com- 
panions, and lost his own horse, that lay 
dead u})on the ground. 

Melvil seeing this odds, and immediately 
guessing their design, rushed among them 
without hesitation, and in an instant ran his 
sword through the heart of one whose hand 
was raised to smite the ^ntleman behind, 
while he was engaged with the rest in front. 
At the same time the valet disabled anotheVv 
by a shot in the shoulder ; so tliat the num- 
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ber being now equal on both sidcJB, a tiirious 
combat ensued, every man being paired with 
fui antagonist, and each having recourse to 
swords, as all their pieces had been dis- 
charged. Ronaldo’s adversary, finding him- 
selt' pressed with equal fury and skill, re- 
lrt*ritod gradually among the trees, until he 
\aii:s}ied altogether into the thickest of the 
wood ; and his two companions followed his 
('xaniple with great ease, the valet-dc-cham- 
hre being hurt in the leg, and the stranger so 
much exhausted by the wounds he had re- 
ceived before Ronaldo’s interposition, tliat, 
wlien the young gentleman approached to 
congratulate him on the defeat of the robbers, 
he, ui advancing to embrace his deliverer, 
dropped down motionless on the ^;jrass. 

The count, with that warmth ot sympathy 
niid benevolence vvhicli was natural to his 
iie.'irt, lifted up the wounded cavalier in his 
ann'j, and carried him to the chaise, in which 
he was deposited, while the valet-de-chambrc 
reloaded his pistols, and prepared fora second 
attack, ajs they did not doubt that the banditti 
would return with n reiiilbrccmcnt. How- 
ever, before they re-appeared, Ronaldo’s 
driver tli.sengagod him from the wood, and in j 
loss than :i quarter of an hour they arrived j 
fit a village, where they halted for assistance 
t') the stranger, who, tl.ough still alive, had j 
i:ot recovered the use of his senses. j 

After he w as undressed, and hid in a warm 
bed, a surgeon o.\amined his body, and found 
a wound in his nock by a sword, and another 
in his right side, occasioned by a pistol-shot ; 
so that his prognoslic was very dubious: 
nionnwhilc, lie applied proper dressings to 
bo*h ; and, in half an hour after this adimnis- 
Irat’.o.i, tlie gentleman gave some tokens of 
pi'rceptJon. He looked around him with a 
wildness of fury in his aspect, as if lie had 
tiioiighl himself in the hands of the robbers 
h> wdioin Jie had been attacked : but, when 
lio saw the assiduity with which the by- 
si finders exerted tliemsolves in his behalf, 
ojMi raising his head from the pillow, while 

lothcr exhorted him to swallow a little wine 
w^iich was warmed for the purpose ; wdien 
lie* beheld the sympathizing looks of all pre- 
sent, and heard Iiim.se] f accosted in the most 
cordial terms by the person whom ho recol- 
lected as his deliverer, all the severity van- 
ished from his countenance ; he took Renal- 
do’s hand, and pressed it to liis lips ; and, 
while the tears gushed from his eyes, — 

* Praised be God,” said he, “ that virtue and 
generosity are still to be found among the 
>ons of men.” 

Everybody in the apartment was affected 
by tliis exclamation ; and Melvil, above all 
the rest, felt such emotions as he could 
scarcely restrain. He entreated the gentle- 
man to believe himself in the midst of such 
Triends as would efFertually secure him from 
nil riulence and mortification ; he conjured 
him To compose tlie perturbation of his spirits, 
3P 
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and quiet thcappreiiensionsofhia mind, with 
that reflection ; and protOwSted, that he him- 
self would not quit the house while his al- 
tendance should be deemed necessary for the 
stranger’s cure, or liis conversation condu- 
cive to his amusement. 

These assurances, considered with the 
heroic part which the young Ilunpriau had 
already acted in his behalf, inspired the cava- 
lier with such a sublime idea of Melvil, that 
he gazed upon him with silent astonishnimit, 
as an angel sent from heaven tor his succour ; 
and, in the transport of his gratitude, could 
not help exclaiming, — Sure Providence 
hath still something in reserve tor this un- 
fortunate wretch, in whose favour such a 
miracle of courage and generosity hath inter- 
posed !” 

Being accommodated witJi propiT care and 
attendance, his constitution in a little lime 
overcame the fever ; and, at the tiiinl dre.s.<- 
ing, the surgeon declared him out of all dan- 
ger from his wounds. Then was Rena Ido 
indulged with opporturiitios of coiivc*rsing 
with the patient, and of inquiring into tin* 
particulars of his fortune and designs in life, 
with a view to manifest the inclination In* 
felt to servo him in his future occasions. 

The more this si ranger eoiitomphilcd the 
character of the count, the morn Ins ainii’zo- 
ment incn?nscd, on account of his extraor- 
dinary beiievolfucn in favour of a person 
whose merit he could not possibly know : he 
even cx|)rt\‘ 5 sed Ins surprise on this subject to 
Ronaldo, who at length told him, Ihiil, 
although his best ofllces should always he 
ready for the occasions of any gentleman in 
distress, his particular attachment and re- 
gard to him w'as improved by an additional 
consideration.—** T am no stranger,’^ said he, 
“ to the virtues and honour of the gallant Don 
Diego do Zelos,” 

‘"Heaven and earth!” cried the stranger, 
starling from his seat with e.xtrenie emotion, 
“do I then live to hear myself addressed by 
that long lost appellation ? My licart glows 
at the (?.xj)rcssiori ! my spirits are kindled 
with a flame that thrills through every nerve ! 
Say, young gentleman, if you are really an 
inhabitant of earth, by what means arc you 
acquainted with tiie iinliappy name of Zelos 

In answer to this eager interrogation. Ro- 
naldo gave him to understand, that, in llu* 
course of his travels, he had resided h short 
time at Seville, where ho had frequently seen 
Don Diego, and often heard Ids character 
mentioned with uncommon esteem and veniN 
rntion. “ Alas !” replied the Castilian, “ that 
justice is no longer done to the wretched 
Zelos ; his honours arc blasted, and his repu- 
tation canker-bitten by the venomous tooth 
of slander.” 

He then proceeded to unfold his misfor- 
tunes, as they have already been explained 
in the former part of these memoirs ; at the 
recapitulation of winch, the heart of Melvil, 
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beinjf intendcrcfl by bis own calamities, was 
eo deeply allbcted, that he re-echoed the 
jrroana of Don Diego, and wept over his .sufl 
tarings with the most filial sympathy. When 
lie repeated the story of tliat cruel fraud 
which was practised upon him by tlie faith- 
Ip'.s Fadini, Melvil, whose mind and imagi- 
nation teemed with the villainies of Fathom, 
was immediately struck with the conjecture 
of his being the knave ; because, indeed, he 
could not believe that any other person was 
so abandoned by principle and humanity as 
to lake such abaroarous advantage of a gen- 
tleman in distress. 


CHAPTER LXII. 

/iiif return to England^ and midnight piU 
grimage to Moniniia's tomb. 

He considered the date of that unparalleled 
transaction, which agreed with liis conjec- 
ture, and from the inquiries he made con- 
cerning the person of the traitor, gathered 
reasons sufficient to confirm his supposition. 
Thus certified, — “ That is the villain,” cried 
tliiA count, “ whose infernal arts liavc over- 
w' helmed me with such misery as heaven 
itself hath no remedy to dispel ! To revenge 
my wrongs on that perfidious miscreant, is 
otic of the chief reasons for which I deign to 
drag about a hateful being. O Do»i Diego ! 
what is life, when all its enjoyments ore so 
('a.sily poisoned by the machinations of siich 
ii worm I” So saying, lie smote his breast 
in all the agony of woe, and besought the 
Spaniard to relate the steps lie took in con- 
sequence of this disaster. 

The Castilian’s cheeks reddened at this 
information, which reinforced his own re- 
sentment, and, casting up his eyes to heaven, 
— ** Sacred powers !” cried he, “ let him not 
j)erisb, before you bring him within my reach. 
You ask me, noble cavalier, what measures 
I took in this abyss of misery 1 For the first 
«lay I was tortured WMlh apprehensions for 
till* friendly Fadini, fearing that he had been 
robbed and murdered for the jewels which he 
Jiad perliaps <oo unwarilv o.\ posed to sale : 
bill: this terror soon vanished before the true 
presages of iny fate, when, on the morrow, I 
Ibimd the w liol family in tears and confu- 
sion, and heard my landlord pour forth the 
most bitter imprecations against the fugitive, 
who had deflowered his daughter, and even 
robbed the house. Y’uii wdll ask, which of 
the passions of my heart were interested on 
t this occasion ? They were shame and indig- 
nation : all my grief flowed in another chan* 
nel : 1 blushed to find my judgment deceived : 
I scorned to complain : but in my heart de- 
nounced vengeance against my base betrayer. 
1 silently retired to my apartment, in order 
to commune with my own thoughts. 


“ I hod borne greater calamities without 
being driven to despair : I summoned all my 
fortitude to my assistance, and resolved to 
live in spite of affliction. Thus determined. 

I betook myself to the house of a general 
officer whoso character was fair in the world ; 
and having obtained admission inconsequence 
of my oriental appearance, — “ To a man of 
honour,” said 1, “ the unfortunate need no 
introduction ; my habit proclaims me a Per- 
sian ; this passport from the states of Holland 
will confirm that supposition. I have been 
robbed of jewels to a considerable value, by a 
wretch whom I favoured wdth my confidence ; 
and now, reduced to extreme indigence, I 
come to offer myself as a soldier iii the armies 
of Prance. I have health and strength suffi- 
cient to discharge that duty ; nor am 1 unac- 
quainted with a military life, which w^as once 
my glory and occupation. 1 therefore sue 
for your protection, that I may be received, 
though in the low'cst order of them that serve 
the king; and that your future favour iriaj 
depend upon my behaviour in that capacity.” 

“ The general, surprised at my declara- 
tion, surveyed me with uncommon attention ; 
he perused my certificate ; asked divers ques-^ 
tions concerning the art of war, to which 1 
returned such answers as convinced liim thq“ 

I w'as not wholly ignorant in that parti c ^ 

In short, I was enlisted as a volunteer in'^ 

Own regiment, and soon after promoted' 
the rank of subaltern, and the office of equerry 
to his own son, who at that time had attained 
to the degree of colonel, though his age did 
not exceed eiglitecn years. 

” This young man was naturally of a fero- 
cious disposition, which had been rendered 
quite untractable hy the pride of birth and 
fortune, together with the license of his edu- 
cation, As he did not know the respect duo 
to a gentleman, so he could not possibly pay 
it to those who w’ere unfortunately under his 
command. Divers mortifications I sustained 
with that fortitude which became a Castilian 
who lay under obligations to the father ; till 
i at Icn^h, laying aside all decorum, he smote 
i me. Sacred heaven ! he smote Don Diego 
dc Zelos, in presence of his whole household. 

I “ Had xny sword been endowed with sen- 
sation, it would of itself have started from 
the scabbard at this indignity offered to its 
master. I unsheathed it without deliberation, 
saying, — “ Kiiow^ insolent boy, he is a gen- 
tleman whom thou hast tiius outraged : and 
thou hast cancelled the tics which Iiave hith- 
erto restrained my indignation.” His ser- 
vants would have interposed, but he com- 
manded them to retire, and, flushed with that 
confidence which the impetuosity of his tem- 
per inspired, be drew in his turn, and attacked 
me with redoubled rage ; but his dexterity 
being very unequal to his courage, he wa<i 
soon disarmed and overthrown ; when, point- 
ing my sword to hta breast, — “ In considera- 
tion of thy youth and ignorance,” said IJ “ I 
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-pari? that life which thou hast forfeited by 
try iniffenerous prf'sumption.” 

With llicse w’ords, I put up my weapon, 
roiiroil through the midst of lus domestics, 
who, seeing their master safe, did not think 
proper to oppose my passage, and mounting 
my l;orse, in less than two hours entered the 
.\u.^trjrn dominions, resolving to proceed as 
for as Holland, that 1 might embark in the 
ship for Spain, in onler to wash away 
v. itii my own blood, or that of my enemies, 
the cruel stain which hath so long defiled my 
r‘'[iutntion. 

“ This was the grievance that still corroded 
riy heart, and rendered ineffectual the inhu- 
u'.iin sacrifice I had made to my injured 
I'lO.mur. This was the consideration that 
incessantly prompted, and still importunes 
me to run every risk of life and fortune, 
rjlher than leave my fame under such an 
ignominious aspersion. I propose to obey 
internal cpII. I am apt to believe it is 
the voice of Heaven ; of that Providence 
which manifested its care by sending such a 
generous auxiliary to niy aid, when I was 
e .erpowered by banditti, on the very first 
(lay of my expedition.” 

Having in this manner gratified the curio- 
sity of his deliverer, he expressed a desire 
of knowing the quality of him to whom he 
so signally obliged ; and Rerialdo did 
not scruple to make the Castilian acquainted 
v/ith his name and family : lie likewise com- 
niiinicatcd the story of his unfortunate love, 
with all the symptoms of iimitterable woe, 
which drew tears from the noble-hearted 
Spaniard, whih; witli a groan that announced 
the load which overwhelmed his soul,— “I 
f.:i(l a daughter,” said he, ^^such a.s you 
describe the peerless Moniinia ; had Heaven 
(hvroed her for the arms of such a lover, I, 
who cm now the most wretched, should have 
been the most happy parent upon earth. 

Tims did these new friends alternately 
indulge their mutual sorrow, and concert 
ri'^-'sures for their future operations. Mclvil 
erwnestlv solicited the Castilian to favour 
l.fin witli his company to England, where, 
in all probability, both would enjoy the 
gloomy satisfaction of being revenged upon 
flieir common betrayer, Fathom : and, as a 
farther inducement, lie assured him, that as 
soon as he should have accomplished the 
melancholy purposes of his voyage, he would 
accompany Don Diego to Spain, and employ 
Ids whole mterest and fortune in his service. 
The Spaniard, thunderstruck at the extra- 
vagant generosity of this proposal, could 
scarce believe the evidence of his own senses, 
and, after some pause, replied, — “ My duty 
would teach me to obey any command you 
should think proper to impose ; but here my 
inclination and interest are so agreeably flat- 
tered, that I should be equally unmteful 
^ and unwise, in pretending to comply with 
rcluatance.” 


This point being settled, they moved for- 
wards to Mons, as soon a.'> Don Diego was in a 
condition to bear the shock of such u removal ; 
and there remaining until his wounds were 
perfectly cured, they hired a post-chaise for 
Ostend, embarked in a vessel at that port, 
reached the opposite shore of England after 
a short and easy passage, and arrived in 
London without having met with any sinister 
accident on the road. 

As they approached lliis capital, Ronaldo’s 
grief seemed to regurgitate with redoublctl 
violence. His memory was waked to the 
most minute and painful exertion of its 
faculties; his imagination teemed with tlio 
most afflicting images, and his impalionce 
became so ardent, that never lover panted 
more eagerly for the consummation of his 
wishes, than Melvil for an opportunity of 
stretching himself upon the grave of tlur lost 
Monitnia. The Castilian was astonished, aw 
well as aftccted at the poignancy of lus grief, 
which, os a proof of hi.s susceptibility and 
virtue, endeared him- still more to his affec- 
tion ; and though his own tnisfortunes had 
rendered him very unfit for the office of a 
comforter, ho endeavoured, by soothing dis- 
course, to moderate the c.xcess of his friend’s 
aftliction. 

Though il was dark when tliey alighted 
at the inn, Melvil ordered u coach to be 
called, and being attended by the Spaniard, 
who w^oiild not be persuaded to quit him up- 
on such aii occasion, ho repaired to the house 
of the generous Jew, whose rheum distilled 
very plentifully at his approach. The count 
had already acquitted himself in point of 
pecuniary obligatuftis to this benevolent He- 
brew ; and now, after Iiaving made such ac- 
knowledgements as might be expected from 
a youth of his disposition, he begged to 
know by what channel he had received that 
letter which he had been so kind as to for- 
ward to Vienna. 

Joshua, who was ignorant of the contents 
of that epistle, and saw the young gentleman 
extremely moved, would hax'C eluded his in- 
quiry, by pretending he had forgot the cir- 
cumstance; but when he understood the 
nature of the case, which was not explained 
without the manifestation of the utmost in- 
quietude, he heartily condoled the de.spond- 
ing lover, telling him he had in vain emploi ed 
ail his intelligence about that unfortunate 
beauty, in consequence of MelviPs letter to 
I him on that subject ; and then directed him 
to the houBO of that physician, who had 
! brought the fatal billet which had made him 
I miserable. 

I No sooner did he receive this information 
than he took his leave abruptly, with promise 
of returnii^ next day, and hied him to the 
lodgings or that gontJernan, whom he was 
lucky enough to find at home. Being favour- 
ed witti a private audience, — “ When I tell 
you,” said he, “that my name is Reiuddo 
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(*ouiit do Mclvil, you will know me to be the 
most unfortunate of men. By that letter, 
which you committed to the charge of my wor- 
thy fnontl Joshua, the fatal veil was removed 
from my eyes, which had been so long dark- 
ened by the artifices of incredible deceit, and 
my own incurable misery fully presented to 
my view. If you were acquainted with the 
unhappy fair who hath fallen a victim to my 
mistake, you will have some idea of the iii- 
bulferahle pangs which I now feci in recol- 
lecting her fate. If you have compassion 
for these pangs, you will not refuse to con- 
duct rue to the spot where the dear remains 
of Monimia arc deposited ; there let me enjoy 
a full banquet of woe ; there let me feast 
that worm of sorrow that preys upon my 
heart : for such entertainment have I revisit- 
ed this (to me) ill-omened isle ; for this 
satisfaction I intrude upon your condescen- 
sion at these unseasonable hours ; for to 
such a degree of impatience is my affliction 
whetted, that no slumber shall assail mine 
**.y(‘lids, no peace reside within my bosom, 
until 1 shall have adored that earthly shrine 
whore rny Monimia lies ! Yet would I know 
the circumstances of her fate. Did Heaven 
ordtiin no angel to minister to her distress 1 
wore her last momenta comfortless 1 ah! 
was not she abandoned to indigence, to in-’ 
suits; lofl in the power of that inhuman 
villain who betrayed us both! Sacred ilea- 
von ! why did Providence wink at the triumph 
of such consummate perfidy !” ^ 

The physician, having listened with com- 
placency to this oftusioii, replied, — “ It is my 
jirofes.sion, it is my nature to sympathize 
with the afflicted. 1 am a judge of your feel- 
ings, because I know the value of your loss. 
1 attimded the iiiconijiarablc Monimia in her 
last illness, and I am well enough acquainted 
with lior story, to conclude that she fell a 
sacrifice to an unhappy misunderstanding, 
offbeted and fomented by that traitor who 
iibused your mutual confidence.” 

He then proceeded to inform him of all 
the particulars which wc have already re- 
corded, toucliing tlic destiny of the beauteous 
orphan, and concluded with telling him he 
was ready to yield him any other satisfaction 
which it was in his power to grant. The 
circumstanr»'s of the talc had put Kcnaldo’s 
spirits into such commotion, that he could 
^ utter nothing but inteijections and uncon- 
nected words. When Fathom’s behaviour 
was describei he trembled with fierce agita- 
tion, started from h’lp chair, pronouncings — 
“ Monster ! fiend ! but wc shall one day 
meet."* 

When he was made acquainted with the 
bcnevolcnc.eof the French lady, heexclaimcd, 
— “ O heaven-born charity and compassion ! 
ewve that must be some spirit of grace sent 
hither to mitigate the torture.s of life ! where 
• shall I find her, to offer up my thanks and 
adoration 1” Having heard the conclusion 


of the detail, he embraced the relator, as the 
kind benefactor of Monimia, shed a flood of 
tears in his bosom, and pressed him to crown 
the obligation, by conducting him to the 
solitary place where now she rested from all 
her cares. 

The gentleman, perceiving the transports 
of his grief were such as could not be op- 
posed, complied with his request, attending 
him ill the vehicle, and directed the coach- 
man to drive to a sequestered field, at some 
distance from the city, where stood the 
church, within whose awful aisle this scene 
was to bo acted. The sexton being sum- 
moned from his bed, produced the keys, in 
consequence of a gratification, after the 
physician had communed with him apart, and 
explained the intention of Renaldo’s visit. 

During this pause, the soul of Melvil wa.*? 
wound up to the highest pitch of enthusiastic 
sorrow. The uncommon darkness of the 
night, the solemn silence, and lonely situa- 
tion of the place, conspired with the occasion 
of his coming, and the dismal images of hi.^ 
fancy, to produce a real rapture of gloomy 
expectation, which the whole world would 
not have persuaded him to disappoint. The 
clock struck twelve, the owl screeched from 
the ruined battlement, the door was opened 
by the sexton, who, by the light of a glim- 
mering taper, conducteii the despairing lover 
to a dreary aisle, and stamped noon the 
ground with his foot, saying, — ‘*Hcrc the 
young lady lies interred,” 

Melvil no sooner received this intimation, 
than falling on his knees, and pressing his 
lips to the hallowed earth, — “Peace,” cried 
be, “to the gentle tenant of this silent habita- 
tion.” Then turning to the bystanders, with 
a blood-shot eye, said, — “ lieave me to the 
full enjoyment of this occasion : my grief is 
too delicate to admit the company even of 
my friend.s : the rites to be performed require 
privacy. — Adieu, then, here must I pass the 
night alone.” 

The doctor, alarmed at this declaration, 
which he was afraid imported some resolu- 
tion fatal to his own life, began to repent of 
having been accessory to the visit, attempted 
to dissuade him from his purpose, and find 
ing him obstinately determined, called in the 
assistance of the sexton and coachman, and 
solicited the aid of Don Diego, to force 
Renaldo from the execution of his design. 

The Castilian knowing his friend was then 
very unfit for common altercation, interposed 
m the dispute, saying, — “ You need not be 
afraid that he will obey the dictates of de- 
spair : his religion, his honour, will baffle such 
temptations : ne hath promised to reserve his 
life for the occasions of his friend ; and he 
sluill not be disappointed in his present aim. 
In order to corroborate this peremptory ad- 
dress, which was delivered in the French 
language, he unsheathed his sword, and the 
others retreating at sight of his weapoYi, — 
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“ Count,” said he, “ ' iijoy your grid* in full able to conjure up from the depths of di.-^tross ; 
transport : I will fcvreeri you from interrup- insomuch, that when the morning’ iuiruded 
tion, though at the hazard of my life ; and on his privacy, ho could scarce believe it was 
while you give a loose to sorrow within that the light of day, so fast had tleoted the ini- 
gliastlj vault, I will watch till morning in nut es of his devotion, 
the porch, and meditate upon the ruin of my Ilis heart being thus disburthened, and his 
own family and peace.” impatience gra tided, ho became so calm and 

He accordingly prevailed upon the physi- composed, that Don Diogo was equally 
cian to retire, after he had satisded the se.x- pleased and astonished at tlie air of serenity 
ton, and ordered the coachman to return by with which he came forth, and cmbrat*ed hiili 
break of day. with warm acknowlcdgcmoiUs of Ins good- 

Renalilo, thus left alone, prostrated himself ness and attachment : he frankly owned that 
ujion the grave, and poured forth such lamon- his mind was now more at ease than he had 
tat ions as would have drawn tears from the ever found it since ho first received tlie fatal 
most savage hearer. Ho called aloud upon intimation of his loss; that a fowsiich feasts 
Monimia’s name, — “ Are these the nuptial would entirely moderate the keen appetite 
joys to which our fate hath doomed us ! is of his sorrow, which he would afterwards 
this the fruit of those endearing hopes, that feed with less precipitation, 
intercourse divine, that raptured admiration. He also imparled to the Castilian the plan 
in which so many hours insensibly elapsed ? cf^' u monument which ho had designed for 
where now are those attractions, to which 1 the incomparable Monimin ; and Don Diego 
yielded up my captive heart ! quenched arc was so much struck with the description, that 
those genial eyes that gladdened each bo- he solicited his advice in projecting another, 
holder, and shone the planets of my happi- of a difiorent nature, be erected to tho 
ness and peace ! cold \ cold and withered are memory of his own ill-fated wile and dniigli- 
those lips thcat swelled with love, and far Icr, should he ever be able to re-cstnblish 
outblushcd the damask rose! and ah! for himself in Spam, 
over silenced is that tongue, whoso eloquence 
had power to lull the pangs of misery and 

rare ! no more shall my attention bo ravished CHAPTER LXIll. 

with the music of that voice, which used to 

1 li nil in soft vibrations to iny soul ! <) sainted He renews the rites of sorrow ^ and Is (/«- 
spirit ! O unspotted shade of her whom I tranced. 

miored; of her whose memory 1 shall still , 

revere with ever-bleeding sorrow and regret ; WiiiiiE they amused themselves with this 
of her whose image will be the last idea that sort of conversation, the physician retiirnf'd 
forsakes this hapless b<isom ! now’ art thou with the coach, and accompanied them back 
conscious of iny integrity and Jove ; now dost to their inn, when? he left them to their re- 
thnu behold the anguish that I feel. If the po.se, after having promised to call again at 
pure essence of thy nature will permit, wilt noon, and conduct Reimldo to the house oi' 
thou, ah! wilt tiioii indulge this wretched Madam Clement, the bonefaclrcss of Mom- 
youth with soipe kind signal of thy notice, mia, to whom he eagerly desired to be intro- 
wdth some token of thy approbation * wilt duced. 

ti'ioii assume a medium of embodied air, in The appointment wa.s observed vvitli all 
.semblance of that lovely form, which now imaginable punctuality on both side.s. Mel- 
inas mouldering in this dreary tomb, and speak vil had arrayed hiniflclf in a suit of deep 
the words of peace to my distempered soul I mourning, and he found the good la<ly in the 
Return, Moniinia, appear, though but for one like iiabit, assumed upon the same occasion ; 
•^hort moment, to my longing eyes ! vouch- the goodness of her heai-t was manifest, in 
sHfe one smile! Ronaldo will be satisfied; her countenance : the sensibility of the youth 
Ronaldo’s heart Will be at re.s't: his grief no discovered itself in a flood of tears, which he 
more will overflow its banks, but glide with shed at her appearance. His sensations were 
equal current to its latest hour ! Alas ! these too full for utterance ; nor was she, for some 
are the ravings of my delirious sorrow ! Mo- time, able to ^ive him welcome ; wliilc slio 
iiirnia hears not my complaints; her soul, led him by the hand to a sent, the dn.ps of 
Miblimed far, far, above all sublunary cares, sympathy rushed into either eye : and at 
enjoys that felicity of which she was debarred length sfie broke silence, saying,— “ (’oimt, 
on' earth. In vain I stretch these eyes en- we must acquiesce in the dispeiKsalions of 
viroiied with darkness undistinguishing and Providence; and quiet the transports of our 
void; no object meets my vievy; no sound grief, with a full assurance that Moniniia is 
salutes mine ear, except the noisy wind that happy,” 

whistles through these vaulted caves of This name was the key that unlocked the 
death.” » faculty of his speech. — “ I must strive,” said 

In this kind of exclamation did Renaldo he, ** to ease the anguish of my heart with 
^pass the night, not without a certain species tliat consolation. But say, humane, benevo- 
of wtful enjoyment, which the soul is often lent lady,towho8ecornpa6sion and generosity 
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that hapless orphan was indebted for tlic last 
peaceful moment she enjoyed upon earth; 
say, in all your acfpiaintancc with human 
iiaturc, in all your intercourse with the 
dau^rhters of men, in all the exercise of your 
charily and beneficence, did you ever observe 
such sweetness, purity, and truth; such 
beauty, sense, and perfection, as that which 
was the inheritance of her whose fate 1 shall 
for ever deplore?'* “She was, indeed,” 
replied tiio lady, “ the best and fairest of our 
sex,” 

Tills was the beginning of a conversation 
touching that lovely victim, in the course of 
which he explained those yieked arts which 
Fathom practised to alienate his affections 
from the adorable Moiiimia; and she dc- 
.scribed the cunning hints and false insinua- 
tions by which that traitor had aspersed the 
urisuepccting lover, and soiled his character 
in the opinion of the virtuous orphan. The 
intelligence lie obtained on this occasion 
added indignation to his grief. The whole 
mystery of Monimia’s behaviour, which he 
could not before explain, now stood disclosed 
before him ; he saw the gradual progress of 
tliat infernal plan which had been laid for 
their mutual ruin ; and his soul was inflamed 
with such desire of vengeance, that he would 
have taken his leave abruptly, in order to set 
on foot an immediate inquiry about the per- 
lidious author of liis wrongs, that he might 
exterminate such a monster of iniquity from 
the face of llie earth, but ho was ^restrained 
liy Madam Clement, who gave him to under- 
stand, that Fathom was already overtaken 
by tlio vengeance of Heaven ; tor she had i 
traced him in all the course of his fortune, 
from his first appearance in the medical 
fc'phere, to his total eclipse. She represented 
liie villain as a wretch altogether unworthy 
of his .ittentioji ; she said, he was so covered 
with infamy, that no person could enter the 
lists against him, without bearing away some 
i‘1ain of dishonour; that he was, at present, 
peouharly protected by the law, and slicltored 
fn mi the resentment of Ronaldo, in the cavern 
of his disgrace 

Mclvil, glowing witli rage, replied, that he 
was a venomous serpent, which it w’as incum- 
I'ont on every foot to crush ; that it w'as the 
duty of every man to contribute liis whole 
I>owor in fri'<‘ing society from such a perni- 
t*ious hypocrite ; and that, if 'jucli instances I 
of {'.''rtidy and ingratitude were suffered to | 
p::ss with imp. ,nv, virtue ^and plain dealing 
\i oidd soon be expelled from the habitations : 
of men. — “ Over and above the motives,” 
said he, “ I own myself so vitiated with the 
a Toy of liiiman p^t^ion and infirmity, that I 
desire — 1 eagerly pant for an occasion of 
meeting him hand to hand, wdierc I may 
upbraid him with his treachery, and shower 
down vengeance and destruction on his per- 
fidious head.” 

Then he recounted tlic anecdotes of our 


adventurer which ho had learned in Germany 
and Flanders, and concluded with declaring 
his unalterable resolution of releasing him 
from jail, that he miglit have an opportunity 
of sacrificing him with his own hand to the 
manes of Mouimia. The discreet lady, per- 
ceiving the perturbation of his mind, would 
not further combat the impetuosity of his 
passion ; contenting herself with exacting a 
promise, that he would not execute his pur- 
pose until he should have deliberated three 
days upon the consequences by which a step 
of that kind might be attended ; before tlio 
expiration of that term, she thought measures 
might be taken to prevent the young gentle- 
man from exposing his life or reputation to 
unnecessary hazard. 

Having complied with her request in this 
particular, he took his leave, after he had, by 
repeated entreaties, prevailed upon her to 
accept a jewel, in token of Jiis veneration for 
the kind benefactress of his deceased Moni- 
rnia; nor could his generous heart be sati!>‘ 
fied, until he had fon'cd a considerable present 
on the humane physician wlio had attended 
her in her last moments, and now discovered 
a particular sympathy and concern for her 
desponding lover. This gentleman attended 
him to the liouso of the benevolent Josiina, 
where they dined, and where Don Diego was 
recommended, in the most fervid terms of 
friendship, to the gooil offices of their host. 
Not that this duty was jierfornied in presence 
of the stranger — Renaldo’s delicacy would 
not expose his friend to such a situation; 
while the physician, before dinner, enter- 
I tainod that stranger in one apartment, Melvil 
I withdrew into anotlier with the Jew, to whom 
he disclosed the alfair of tlie ('astilian, with 
certain circumstances, wdiich shall in due 
time be revealed. 

Joshua’s curiosity being i^ettcd by this 
information, he could not holj) eyeing the 
Spaniard at table with such a particular stare, 
that Don Diego perceived bis attention, and 
took umbrage at the freedom of liis regard. 
Being unable to conceal his displeasure, he 
addressed himself to the Hebrew with grcvit 
solemnity, in the Spanish longue, saying, — 
“Signior, is there any singularity m niy 
appearance ? or, do you recollect the features 
of Don Diego de Zelos ?” 

I “Signior Don Diego,” replied the other, 

I in pure Castilian, “ I crave your pardon for 
the rudeness of iny curiosity, which prompted 
mo to survey a nobleman whose character I 
revere, and to whose mis fort uiies 1 am no 
stranger: indeed, were curiosity alone con- 
cerned, I should be without excuse ; but as I 
am heartily inclined to serve you, as fur as 
my weak abilities extend, I hope your gCMio- 
rosity will not impute any little involuntary 
trespass of punctilio to my want of cordiality 
or esteem.” 

The Spaniard was not only appeased by^ 
this apolog}s but also affected with the«com- 
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jtliment, anil llie lanrua^ in winch it \\a< 
coiiveycil. He thniiLodthe Jew tor his kind 
declaration, entreated him to bear with the 
peevifilmo^s of a disposjtioii sore with the 
fXdIhng' hand of allliction : and, turning up 
ills eyes to Heaven, — “ Were it possible,” 
I'ricd he, “ for fate to reconcile contradic- 
tions, and recall the irremediable current of 
<’ vents, I would now believe, that there was 
happiness st ill in reserve for the forlorn Zelos, 
now tljat I tread the land of freedom and 
humanity, now that I find myself befriended 
by the most generous of men. Ahis ! 1 ask 
not happiness ! Ifi by the kind endeavours 
of the gallant Count de MeJvjl, to whom 1 
am already indebted for my life, and by the 
oHorts of his friends, the liunoiir of iny name 
shall be purified and cleared from llic poison- 
ous stains of malice by which it is at present 
spotted, I shall then enjoy all that satisfaction 
which destiny can bestow ii])i)ii a wretch 
v/hose woes are incurable.*' 

Uenaldo comforted him with tlio assurance 
of his being on the eve of triumphing over 
hw adversaries; and .losliiia confirmed the 
eoiisolatioii, by giving him to umlonstand, 
he liad correspondents in Spain of some 
inlliiciice in tlie state ; that he had already 
written to them on the subject of Don Diego, 
;ri consequence of a letter which he had Ve- 
.:cived from Melvil while he tarried at Mons, 
;’.iid that he, every post, expected aTavoura- 
bio answer on that subject. 

After dinner, the physician took liis leave, 
though not before he had promised to meet 
Renaldo at night, and accompany liiin in the 
icpetition of Ins midnight visit to iloii'inia’s 
tomb; for this pilgrimage the unfortunate 
yonrii resolved niglilly to perform during tiie 
wliole time of his residence in England: it 
was indeed a sort of plonsuro, tlsc prosprfcl 
tjf which enabled him to bear the toil of liv- 
ing through the day, llioiigh his patience was 
almost quite exhausted before the hour of 
assignation arrived. 

\VIicn the doctor appeared w’ithlhe coach, 
he leaped into it wifli great eagerness, after 
h,* nad, vvitli much difficulty, prevailed with 
i/)n Diego to stay at home, on account of 
his health, which was not yet perfijctly osta- 
blished. The Castilian, however, ivould not 
comply wilh his request, until he had obtained 
the count’s promise that he should be per- 
mitted to accompany him next night, and 
take that duty alternately with th*' physician. 

About, midnight they readied the place, 
where they found the sexton in waiting, ac- 
cording to the orders he liad received ; the 
door was opened, the mourner conducted to 
the tomb, and left, as before, to the gloom 
of his own meditations. Again be laid him- 
flolf on the cold ground ; again he renewed 
his lamentable strain ; his imagination began 
to l>e heated into un ecstasy of cntJtusiasm, 
^ during which he again fervently invoked the 
spirii of his deceasi’d Monirnia. 
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111 the iiiiiiat of these invocations, lus ear 
was suddenly invaded with the sound of some 
few solemn notes issuing trom the organ, 
which seemed to ft^d the impulse of an in- 
visible hand. 

At this awful salutation, Melvil was roused 
t(» t!tc keenest soii.so of surprise and atten- 
tion : reason shrunk before the thrmiging 
ideas of his fancy, which represented this 
music as the prelude to something strange 
and SLiponiatural ; and vvliiJe ho w'aitrd ihr 
the sequel, the place was suddenly illumi- 
nated. and each siirroimding object bn^nght 
umler the cognizance of his eye. 

What passed within his mind on this occa- 
sion is not easy to be described : all his 
faculties were swallow'cd up by those of st e- 
ing and of hearing; he had iiK'dianically 
raised himself upon ono knee, with Ins body 
advancing forwards: and in ihw attitude lie 
gazed with a h'ok through which Ins soul 
seemed eag('r to escape. To ins view, IIhik 
strained upon vacant space, in a few ininutos 
appeared the figure of a woman arrayed in 
white, with a veil that covered her face, and 
fiovved down upon her back and shonhlers: 
the phantom approached him with an ca-jy 
step, and, liOing up her veil, discov»Ted (b< - 
hove it, O reader!) the imlividnal coimlr- 
nance of Moniimu. 

At sight of thcs«» w(‘ll-kin>wu feature^-, 
ficemiugly improved with new celestial grace'-', 
the youth became a statue, e.xpressiiigoina'/e- 
ment, lovf, and awful adoration, lie. saw 
the apparition smile witli meek benevolence, 
(iiviiio compas.siori, warniod and inferuiered 
by that fornl puni fiame which death could 
not extinguisli. lieard the voice of l.j.s 
Monitriia call Renaldo ! thrice he (‘.seayed to 
answer; as oft his tongue denied its ofTiet*; 
his hair stood upright, and a cold vapour 
semnod to thrill through every nerve. I’lns 
was not fear, hut the infirmity of hiim;in na- 
ture, oppressed by the presence of a superior 
being. 

At length hw agony was overcome : he 
recollected all his resofution, and, in a striuu 
of awe-struck rapturi*, thus addresM-d the 
heavenly viKitaiit. — “ Hast Ihoii then heard, 
pure spirit! the wailings of iny grief! hast 
thou doscoiided from the realms of bliss, in 
pity to iny woe J and art thou conic to spr-alc 
tin,* words of ]ieace to rny desponding sou! ! 
to bid the wretched smile, to lift the load ol‘ 
misery and care from the affiicted brca.'^i ; to 
fill thy lover’s heart with joy and pleasing 
hope, was still the darling task of my Alom- 
raia, ere yet refined to that perftrtiun which 
mortality can never attain : no wonder, then, 
blessed shade, that now, when reunited to 
thy native heav'on, thou art still kind, projii- 
tioiis, and beneficent to us, who groan m thi.s 
inhospitable vale of feorrow thou hast left. 
Tell me, ah » tell me, dost thou still remember 
those fond hours we |>assed together? Doth 
that, enlightened bosom feel a pang of soil 
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rptrret, when thou rccaflcst our liiliil Bcpara- 
lion ? Sure that mcekened {(lance bespeaks 
thy sympathy! Ah! Jiow thy tender look 
o'lnpovvcrfj rne ! Sacred heaven ! the pearly 
drops of pity trickle down thy cheeks ! Such 
are the tears that angels shed o*cr man’s dis- 
tress ! Turn not away — thou beckoncst me 
to follow : yes, I will follow thee, ethereal 
spirit, as far as these weak limbs, encum- 
bered with mortality, will bear my weight; 
and, would to heaven ! 1 could with ease put 
off these vile corporeal shackles, and attend 
thy flight.” 

So saying, he started from the ground; 
and, in a transport of eager expectation, at 
awful distance, traced the footsteps of the 
apparition, which, entering a detached aparU 
rjicnt, sunk down upon a chair, and with a 
sigh exclaimed, — “ Indeed, this is too much !” 
What was the disorder of Renaldo’s mind, 
when he perceived this phenomenon ! Before 
reflection could perform its office, moved by 
a sudden impulse, he sprung forwards, cry- 
ing, — “ If it be death to touch thee, let me 
die !” and caught in his arms, not the shadow, 
but the warm substance of the all-accom- 
plishcd Monirnia. — “ Mysterious powers of 
l•rovidlmce ! this is no phantom : this is no 
shade ! this is the life ! the panting bosom of 
her whom I have so long, so bitterly deplored ! 

1 fold licr in my arms ! I press her glowing 
breast to mine! I see her blush with virtuous 
[)1casiirc and ingenuous love ! she smiles 
upon me with enchanting tenderness ! O let 
1110 gaze on that transcendent beauty, which, ' 
the more I view it, ravishes the more ! These 
chiirins are too intense ! 1 sicken while I 
gaze ! Merciful IIea\en !*is not this a mere 
illusion of the brain 1 was she not fled for 
ever ! had not the cold hand of death divorced 
her from my hope ! Thi.s imist be some flat- 
tering vision of my distempered fancy ! per- 
haps some sootliing dream — if such it be, 
grant, O ye heavenly powers ! that I may 
never wake.” 

“ O gentle youth !” replied the beauteous 
orphan (still clasped in his embrace), “ what 
joy now fills the bosom of Monirnia, at this 
triumph of thy virtue and thy lovel when I 
see lhe.so transports of thy affection,, when 
I find thee restored to that place in my esteem 
and admiration, which thou hadst lost by the 
arts of calumny and malice— this is a meeting 
which my iiiost sanguine hopes durst not 
nresage!” 

So entirely •s^re the faculties of RenaJdo 
engrossed ir» tlie conieiixphition of his restored 
Monirnia, that lie saw not the rest of the 
company, who wept with transport over this 
aficcting scene ; he was therefore amazed at 
the interposition of Madam Clement, who, 
while the shower of sympathetic pleasure 
bedewed her cheeks, congratulated the lovers 
upon this happy event, crying, — “ These are 
the joys which virtue culls her own,” They 
ah:o rccci’.ed tlie compliments of a reverend 


clergyman, who told Monirnia, she had reaped 
at last the fruits of that pious resignation to 
the will of Heaven, which she had so devoutly 
practised during the term of her affliction : 
and, lastly, they were accosted by the physi- 
cian, who was not quite so hackneyed in the 
ways of death, or so callous to the finer sen- ’ 
sations of the soul, but that he blubbered 
plentifully, while he petitioned Heaven in 
behalf of such an accomplished and deserving 
pair. 

Monirnia, taking Madam Clement by the 
hand, — ” Whatever joy,” said she, “ Renaldo 
derives from this occasion, is owing to the 
bounty, the compassion, and maternal care 
of this incomparable lady, together with the 
kind admonitions and humanity of those two 
worthy gentlemen.” 

Mefvil, whose passions were still in agita- 
tion, and whose mind could not yet digest 
the incidents that occurred, embraced liiem 
all by turns ; but, like the faithful noedlr', 
which, though shaken for an instant from its 
poise, immediately regains its true direction, 
and points invariably to the pole, he soon 
returned to his Monirnia ; again he lield her 
in his arms, again lie drank enchantment 
from her eyes, and thus poured forth the 
effusions of his soul. — “ Can I then trust the 
evidence of sense 1 and art thou really to my 
wish restored * Never. O never tlid thy 
beauty shine with suoli bewitcliing grace, I'w 
that which now confounds and captivates my 
view! sure there is something more than 
mortal in thy looks ! W liere hast thou lived } 
wliere borrowed this p»)rfection 1 whence art 
thou now descended ! Oh ! I am all ainazt;- 
rnent, joy, and fear ! thou wilt not leave me ! 
no! we must not part again: by this warm 
kiss ! a thousand times more sweet than all 
tlie fragrance of the east! we never more 
will part. () ! tliis is rapture, ecstasy, and 
what no language can explain !” 

In the midst of these ejaculations, he rav- 
ished a banquet from her glowing lips, that 
kindled in liis heart a flame which rushed 
through every vein, and glided to his mar- 
row. This was a privilege he had iievor 
claimed before, and now permitted as a re- 
compense for all the penance he had suffered : 
nevertheless, the cheeks of Monirnia, w.ho 
was altogether unaccustomed to such famili- 
arities, underwent a total suffusion ; and 
Madam Clement discreetly relieved her from 
the anxiety of her situation, by interfering 
in the discourse, and rallying the count upon 
his endeavours to monopolize such a branch 
of happiness. 

” O my dear lady !” replied Renaldo, who 
by this time had in some measure recovered 
his recollection, “ forgive the wild transports 
of a fond lover, who hath so unexpectedly 
retrieved the jewel of his soul ! Yet, far from 
wishing to board up his treasure, he means 
to communicate and diffuse his happiness to ^ 
all his friend.s. O my Monirnia! how will' 
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the pleasure of this lK>ur be propaij/ited ! As 
yet tlioii knowest not all the bliss that is 
reserved for thy enjoy inent ! Meanwhile, E 
long to learn, by what contrivance this 
happy interview hath been effected : still am 
I ignorant how 1 was transported into this 
apartment, from the lonely vault in which I 
mourned over my supposed misfortune !” 


CHAPTER LXIV. 

The mystery unfolded. Another reco^nu 

tion, which it is to be hoped the reader 

could not foresee. 

Tine French lady then explained the whole 
mystery of Monimia’s deatii, as a stratagem 
she had concerted with the clergyman and 
doctor, in order to defeat the pernicious 
designs of Fatiiom, who seemed determined 
to support his false pretensions by dint of 
pf'rjury and fraud, which they would have 
found It very difheuit to elude. She observ. 
ed, that the physician had actually despaired 
of Monimia’s life, and it was not till after 
she herself was made acquainted with the 
prognostic, that she -wrote the letter to Ro- 
naldo, whicli she committed to the care of 
Madam (Element, with an earnest entreaty 
that it should not he sent till alter her de- 
cease; but that lady, believing the count 
had been certainly abused by his treacherous 
coiilidant, dispatched the billot without the 
knowledge of Moriiinia, whose heoltJi was 
restored by the indcfatigublo care of the 
physician, and the sage exhortations of the 
clergyman, by wdiich she was reconciled to 
life. ’ In a w'ord, the villainy of Fathom had 
inspired her with some faint hope, that Re- 
rialdo might still be innocent ; and that no- 
lion contributed not a little to her cure. 

The letter having so effectually answered 
their warmest hopes, in bringing back Re- 
naldo, such a pattern of constancy and love, 
the confederates, in consequence of Ins en- 
thusiastic sorrow, had planned this meeting, 
asMhe most interesting way of restoring tw’o 
virtuous lovers to the arms of f'ach other ; 
fur which purpose the good clergyman had 
pitched upon his own church, and indulged 
them with the use of the vestry, in w'inch 
they now were presented with a small but 
elegant collation. 

Melvil heard this succinct detail with 
equal joy and admiration : he poured forth 
the dictates of his gratitude to the preservers 
of his happiness. “ This church,” said he, 
“ shall Jiencetbrth possess a double share of 
my veneration ; this holy man will, I hope, 
finisli the charitable work he has begun, by 
tying those bands of our happiness, which 
nought but death shall have power to unbind/’ 
Then turning to that object which was the 
,8tar of his regard, — “Do I not overrate,” 
said be, “ my interest with the fair Monimial” 
3(1 


She made no \ erbal reply, hut answerot! by 
an emphatic glance, more eloquent than all 
the power of" rhetoric and speech. This 
language, which is universal iu the world of 
love, he perfectly well understood, and, in 
token of that faculty, sealed the assent which 
she had smiled, with a kiss imprinted on her 
polished forehead. 

In order to dissipate these interesting ideas, 
which, by being too long indulged, might 
have endangered his reason, Madam ('lemont 
entreated him to entertain the company with 
a detail of what had happened to him in his 
last journey to the empire ; and Monimia 
expressed a desire of knowing, in particular, 
the issue of his contest wdth Uoiiut Trrbasi, 
who, she knew, had usurped the surLCssioii 
of his father. 

Thus solicited, he couhl not refuse to gra- 
tify their curiosity and concern : he explained 
his obligations to the hciicvolent Jew ; re- 
lated the stops he had taken at Vienna for 
the recovery of his inherit ance ; inforiiii'd 
them of his happy rciiGoiinter with his father- 
in-law ; of iiis sister’s deliverance and mar- 
riage ; of the danger into winch his life had 
been iirecijiilatod by tlie news of Monimia’s 
dcatii ; and, lastly, of Ins adventure with the 
banditti, in favour of a gontlemiin, who, he 
afterwards understood, had been robbed in 
the most base and barbarous manner by Fa- 
thom. Ho likewise, to the ustoniKh merit of 
all present, and of his mistress in particular, 
communicated some circumstances, which 
shall appear in due season. 

Monimi!l’^ tender frame being quite fatigued 
with the scone she had acted, and her mind 
overwhelmed with the prosperous tidings she 
had heard, after having joined the congralii- 
latioiis of the company on the good fortune 
of her Renaldo, begged leave to retire, that 
she might by repose recruit her exhausted 
spirits ; and the night being pretty far spent, 
she was conducted by her lover to Madam 
(’Icmi'iit’s coach, that stood in waiting, in 
which also thi* rest of the company made 
shift to embark, and were carried to the house 
of that good lady, where, after they were 
invited to dine, and Melvil entreated to bring 
Don Diogo and the Jew along with him. 
they took leave of one another, and retired 
to their respective lodgings, in a transport 
of joy and satisfaction. 

As for Rimaldo, his rapture was still mixed 
with apprehension, that all he had seen and 
heard was no more than an nnsuhstanfial 
vision, raised by some gay delirium of a dis- 
ordered imagination. While his breast un- 
derwent those violent, though blissful, emo- 
tions of joy and admiration, his friend, the 
Castilian, spent the night in ruminating over 
his own calamities, and in a serious and 
severe review of his own conduct. lie com- 
pared his own behaviour with that of the 
young Hungarian, and found himself so light 
in the scale, that ho smote his breast with 
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violence, excliiirninj;, in an a^^ony of rc- 
inorHO — 

“ Connt Melvil has reason to ^rrieve ; Don 
to despair : his niisfortniies flow from 
i!ic Villainy of mankind; mine are the fruit 
of rny own madness : ho laments the loss of 
;t unstress, who fell a sacrifice to the perfidi- 
(Jiis arts of a crafty traitor : she was beantiful, 
virtuous, accomplished, and aflbetionate ; he 
was fraught with sensibility and love. Doubt- 
less his heart must have deeply suflered ; his 
behaviour denotes the keenness of his woe ; 
l\is eyes arc overflowing fountains of tears ; 
Ins bosom the habitation of sighs ; five hun- 
dred leagues hatli ho measured in a pilgrimage 
tt) her tomb; nightly lie visits the dreary 
vault where she now lies at rest ; her solitary 
grave is his couch ; he converses with dark- 
ness and the dead, until each lonely aisle 
le-echoos his distress. What would be his 
penaiic.c* had he my cause ! were he conscious 
of having murdered a beloved wife and dar- 
ling daughter ! Ah wretch ! ah cruel homi- * 
rule ! — ^wluit had those dear victims done to 
merit such a fate I Were they not ever 
gentle and obedient, ever aiming to give thee 
satisfaction and delight ? 8ay that Serafina 
was enamoured of a peasant, say that she 
hud dcgtuicrated from the honour of her race ; 
the inclinations are involuntary; perhaps 
that stranger was her equal in pedigree and 
worth. Had they been fairly questioned, 
they might have justified, at least excused, 
that conduct which appeared so criminal ; or 
had they owned the offence, and supplicated 
pardon — Oh barbarous monster that ! am ! 
was all the husband — was all the fath<?r, 
e.Klinguished in iny heaiTt : How .shall my 
own errors be forgiven, if I refused to juirdon 
the frailties tif my oivn blood — of those who 
are most dear to my nirecticm ? Vet nalm^^ 
pleaded strongly in tlieir behalf! — My heart 
wail bursting while I dismissed them to the 
shades of death. I was maddened with re- 
venge ! I vva.s guided by that savage princi- 
ple which falsely we call honour. Accursed 
phantom ! that assuuiesf the specious title, 
and misleads our wretched nation ! Is it 
then honourable to skulk like an a.ssassiii, 
and plunge the secret dagger in the lieart of 
some unhappy man, who hath incurred my 
groundless jealousy or suspicion, without 
indulging him with llial opportunity which 
the worst criiuiual enjoys ? Or is it Jionour- 
able to poi.^on two defenceless women, a 
tender wifr, an at 'iable daughter, whom even 
a frown would aliiiOF! have destroyed ? O ! 
tins is cowardice, brutality, hell-bom fury 
and rever jti ! Heaven hath not mercy to 
forgive such execrable guilt. Who gave 
lin e pow’cr, abandoned ruffian ! over the lives 
of those whom God hath stationed as tliy 
fellows of probation over those whom he 
had sent to comfort and assist thee ; to sweeten 
all thy cares, and smooth the rougli uneven 
pallia of hie J O ! I am doomed to never- 


ceasing horror and remorse ! If misery can 
atone for such enormous guilt, I have felt it 
in the extreme : like an undying vulture it 
preys upon my heart; — to sorrow 1 am 
wedded ; I hug that teeming consort to my 
soul ; — never, ah ! never .shall we part ; for, 
soon as my faine shall shine unclouded by 
the charge of treason that now hangs over if, 

1 will devote myself to penitence and woe. 
A cold damp pavement shall be rny bed, iny 
raiment shall be sackcloth, the fields shall 
furnish herbage for my food, the stream shall 
quench my thirst, the minutes shall be num- 
bered by my groans, the night be privy lo 
iny strains of sorrow, till Heaven, in pity to 
iny sufferings, release me from the penance 
1 endure. Perhaps tlio saints whom 1 have 
murdered will intercede for my remission.** 

Such was the exercise of grief, in which 
thi3 hapless Castilian consumed the night ; 
he had not yet consigned himself to rest, 
when Renaldo, entering his chamber, dis- 
played such a gleam of wildness and rapture 
in his countenance, as overwhelmed him with 
amazement ; for, till that moment, he had 
never seen his visage unobsciired with woo. — 
“ J’ardon this abrupt intrusion, my friend,** 
cricjd Melvil, “ 1 could no longer witlihold 
from your participation, the great, the unex- 
pected turn, which hath tliis night dispelled 
all my sorrows, and restored mo to the frui- 
tion of ineffable joy. Moniinia lives! — ^ihe 
fair, the tender, the virtuous Moniinia lives, 
and smiles upon my vows ! this night I re- 
trieved her from the grave. I liold her in 
those arms; I jrossed her warm delicious 
lips to mine ! O ! I nm giddy with intolera- 
ble pleasure.** 

Don Diego was confounded at this decla- 
ration, which he considered as the effect of 
a di.^ordered brain. He never doubted that 
RenaUlo’s grief had at lengt,h overpowered 
his reason, and that his words were the effect 
of mere frenzy. While he mused on this 
melancluily subject, the count composed his 
features, and, in a succinct and well-con- 
nected detail, explained the whole mystery 
of his happiness, to the inexpressible aston- 
ishment of the Spaniard, who shed tears of 
satisfaction ; and .straining the Hungarian to 
his breast, — 0 my bon !’* said he, “ you see 
what recompens<‘ Heaven hath in store for 
those who pursue the paths of real virtue ; 
those paths from which I myself have been 
fatally misled by a faithless vapour, whicli 
hath seduced my steps, and left me darkling 
in the abyss of wretchedness. Such as you 
describe this happy fair, was once my Seratina, 
rich in every grace of mind and body which 
nature could bestow. Had it pleased Heaven 
to bless her with a lover like Renaldo ! — but 
no more, the irrevocable shaft is fled : I will 
not taint your enjoyment with my unavailing 
sighs !** 

Melvil assured this disconsolate father, 
that no pleasure, no avocation, should, ever * 
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so entirely engross his mind, bin that he 
should still find an hour for sympathy and 
friendship. He communicated the invitation 
of Madam Clement, and insisted upon his 
roinplianee, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing and approving the object of 
his passion. “I can refuse nothing to the 
request of Count de MelviJ,*’ replied the 
Spaniard, “ and it were ungrateful in me to 
decline the honour you propose. I own my- 
self infiamed with a desire of beholding a 
young lady, whose perfections ( have seen 
retlected in your sorrow ; my curiosity is, 
moi cover, interested on account of that hii- 
rnarie gentlewoman, whose uncointnon gene- 
rosity sheltered sucli virtue in distress ; but 
iny disposition is inlectioiis, and will, 1 am 
afraid, hang lilie a damp upon the general 
festivity of your friends.” 

Melvil would take no denial, and having 
obtained liis consent, repaired to the house 
v)f Joshua, whose countenance seemed to 
unbend gradually into a total expression of 
joy and surprise, as he learned the circum- 
stances of this amazing event : he faithfully 
promised to attend the count at the appointed 
iiour, and, in the meantime, earnestly exhorted 
liiin to take .some repose, in order to quiet 
rhe agitation of his spirits, wliich must have 
been violently hurried on this occasion. The 
advice was sahitary, and Ronaldo resolved 
to follow it. 

lie returned to his lodgings, and laid hun- 
f-'clf down ; but, notwithstanding tlic fatigue 
lie had undergone, sleep refused to visit Ins 
eyelids, all his faculties being kept in motion 
by the ideas tliat crowded so fast upon his 
irnaguialion : nevertheless, though his mind 
continued in agitation, his body was refreshed, 
and he arose in the forenoon with more 
.serenity and vigour than he had enjoyed for 
many months. Every rnimioiit lus heart, 
throbbed with new rapture, wdien ho found 
himself on the brink of possessing all that his 
soul held dear and amiable ; he put on his 
gayest looks and apparel ; insisted upon the 
Castilian’s doing the same honour to the 
oegasion ; and the alteration of dress pro- 
duced such an advantageous change in the 
.'ippiiarance of Don Diego, that when Joshua 
arrived at the appointed hour, lie could scarce 
recognize his features, and complimented him 
very politely on the improvernmitofhis looks. 

True it is, the Spaniard was a personage 
of a very prepossessing mien, and noble de- 
jiortrnent ; and had not grii'f, by increasing 
his native gravity, in some measure discom- 
posed the symmetry of his countenance, he 
would have passed for a man of a very amiable 
and engaging phy-siognorny. They set out 
in the Jew’s coach for the house of Madam 
Clement, and were ushered into an apart- 
ment, where they found the clergyman and 
the physician w'ith that lady, to whom Don 
Diego and the Hebrew were by Melvil in- 
•trodpjed. 


Refore ihev liad seated themselves, Re- 
iialdo inquired about tlie h(?alth of Moiutnia, 
and w'as directed to the ne.\t room by Madam 
Cleinont, who permitted him to go thither, 
and conduct her to the company. He was 
not slow in nvaiJinghunsclfofthis pennission: 
he disappeared in an instant, and, during his 
short absence, ])on Diego was strangely di.<?- 
tiirbed: the blood fiushed and forsook Ins 
cheeks by turns ; a cold vojiour seemed to 
shiver througli his nerves ; and at his breast, 
he felt uncommon palpitation. Madam Cle- 
ment observed his disi-ompusiire, and kindly 
inquired into the cause: when Im replied, — 
“ 1 have such an interest in what coiieerns 
the Count de Melvil, and niy imagination is 
so much preposse.ssed witii tiie perfretions 
of Monimia, that 1 am, as it were, agonized 
with expectation ; yet never did iny curiosity 
before raise such tumidts as thosi*' that now 
agitate my bosom.” 

He had s( arce pronounced tliese ivords, 
when the door re-opening, Ronaldo led in 
this mirror of cleganco and bennty, at siglit. 
of whom the Israelite’s countenance was 
distorted into a stare of adniirafion. Rut if 
such was the astoni.shment of Joalina, what, 
were tlie emotions of the ( ’astilian, when, in 
the beauteous orphan, he behold ilie indivi- 
dual features of his long lost Serafina! 

His feelings were not to be describi'd : file 
fond parent, whose aficction slioots even to 
a sense of pain, feels not Iialf such transport, 
when he unexpoctcilly retrieves a darling 
child fromMic mgulfnig liHNiws or devouring 
flame. The hope of /ielo.s had berm totally 
extinguished : his Iniart had been ineessantly 
lorn with anguish and roinor.se, upbraiding 
him a.s the murderer of Seralina ; his, there- 
fore, were the additional transports ofa father 
disburdened of the guilt of such cmorinou.s 
homicide. Ilia nerves were too much over- 
powered by this sudden recognition, to rrunu- 
fest the sensation of hi.s soul by external 
signs. Ho .start»*d not, nor did he lift a hand 
in token of surprise ; he moved not from the 
.spot on which ho stood; but, riveting lii.s 
eyi's to those of tin? lovely phantom, remained 
without motion, until she, approaching with 
lier lover, fell at his feet, and clasping hjs 
knees, exclaimed, — “ May J vet call yon 
fiithcr !” 

This powerful shock aroused his facullic.s ; 
a cold sweat bedewed his forehead ; his knees 
began to totter; he dropped upon the lloo; , 
ami throwing his arms around Ijit, cried, — 

“ Oh Nature ! O Seraflna ! Merciful Provi- 
dence ! tliy ways are past finding out.” Ho 
saying, he fell upon her neck, ami wept aloud : 
the tears of sympathetic joy trickled down 
her snowy bosom, that heaved with rapture 
inexpressible. Renaldo’a eyes poured forth 
the briny stream ; the checks of Madam Cle- 
ment were not dry in this conjuncture ; she 
kneeled by Serafina, kissed her with all the 
eagerness of maternal aifection, and with 
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uplifted hands adored the power that pre- 
ordained tills blessed event. The clergyman 
and doctor intimately shared the general 
transport; and as for Joshua, the drops of 
true benevolence flowed from his eyes, like 
The oil on Aaron’s beard, while ho skipped 
about the room in an awkward ecstasy, and 
in a voice resembling the hoarse notes of the 
long-cared tribe, cried, — “ O father Abraham! 
such a moving scene hath not been acted 
since Joseph .disclosed himself unto his 
brethren in Egypt !” 

Don Diego having found utterance to his 
passion, proceeded in this strain O my 
dear child ! to find thee thus again, after our 
last unhappy parting, is wonderful ! miracu- 
lous ! Blessed be the all-good, almighty 
Power, that saved thee for this hour of joy ! 
Yet, while my heart yearns towards thee ; 
while I pant with inconceivable affection, 
and thus review these living foaturos, which 
were so long my study and delight, I dare 
not ask by what mysterious means this meet- 
ing is effected, lest, in the fond inquiry, T 
find iny present bliss Unreal, and awake to 
misery again !” 

“ O ever-honoured father !” she replied, 
“ if to see your Serafina at your fcot, molting 
with filial love and veneration, can impart a 
gleam of satisfdcjtion to your breast, enjoy 
that pleasure, and behold her now restored to 
your protection and paternal will, which she 
never more will disobey. Alas ! had Heaven 
tliought proper to reserve another parent for 
tills interview, our joys had been«complete ; 
but she hath already paid her debt to nature, 
and from the seats of bliss looks down well 
pleased on this interesting scene.” 

“ Ah, my Antonia !” cned tlio fiithor, in- 
terrupting her, “ she is tlien at rc.st. E^eace 
bo to her unspotted soul ! to Iiave found her 
liere had been too much ; how iny Serafina 
Jmth survived blindfold rage, I know not; but 
sure the guilt of fair Antonia’s death still 
liangs upon my soul.” 

“ Dismiss that fatal thought,” said Sera- 
fina, “ my mother quietly bade adieu to life 
in England; she peaceably r.xpired within 
these arms, and with her latest breath prayed 
for her hapless husband.” “ Her mind was 
ever godlike,” lie resumed, “ she was a saint 
in virtue, ill bestowed on such a wretch as 
me ; yet thy words have raised a dreadful 
burden from my conscience ; 1 om not then 
the dire assassin, who sacrificed his wife and 
daiigliter to r ‘ infernal motive, falsely titled 
honour ; tJiough i am more and more involved 
in a mystery, which I long to hear explained.” 

“ That shall be ray task,” cried Renaldo ; 
“ but first pbnnft me to implore your sanction 
to my passion for the incomparable Serafina. 
You already know our mutual sentiments ; 
and though I own the possession of such 


inestimable worlJi and beauty would be a 
recompense that infinitely transcends the 
merit I can plead, yet, as it hath been my 
good fortune to inspire her with a mutual 
flame, I hope to reap from your indulgence 
here, what 1 could not expect from my own 
desert ; and we present ourselves, in hope of 
your paternal assent and benediction.” 

“ Were she more fair, and good, and gen- 
tle, than she is,” answered the Castilian, 
“ and to my partial observation nought e’er 
appeared on earth more beauteous and en- 
gaging, I would approve your title to her 
heart, and recommend you to her smiles, with 
all a fatiier’s influcMice and power. Yes, my 
daughter! my joy on tills occasion is infinitely 
augmented by the knowledge of those tender 
ties of love that bind thee to this amiable 
youth ; a youth, to whose uncommon courage 
and generosity I owe my life and my siib- 
sintcnce, together with the infjxpr^'ssible 
delight that now revels in my bosom. Enjoy, 
my children, the happy fruits of your recipro- 
cal attachment. May Heaven, which hath 
graciously conducted you through a labyrinth 
of perplexity and woo, to this transporting 
view of blissful days, indulge you with that 
uninterrupted stream of pure felicity, which 
is the hope, and ought to be the boon of virtue, 
such as yours.” 

So saying, lie joined their hands, and em- 
braced jhem with the most cordial love ami 
satisfaction, which difitised itself to evvry 
individual of the company, who fervently 
invoked tl.o Almighty Bower in behalf of Ihis 
enraptured pair. The tumult of these emo- 
tions having a little subsided, and the CaslU 
lian being seated betwixt Renaldo ami his 
beauteous bride, he politely bespoke the in- 
dulgence of Madam Clement, begging she 
would permit him to demand the performance 
of the count’s promise, that ho might be forth- 
with made acquainted with those eircuni- 
stanccs of his own fate which he was so 
impatient to learn. 

The lady having assured him that she and 
ail the company would take jdcasure in hear- 
ing the recapitulation, the Spaniard, address- 
ing himself to Melvil, — “ In the name of 
Heaven !” said he, “ liow’ could you supplant 
that rival, who fell a sacrifice to my resent- 
ment, after he had bewitched the "heart of 
Serafina? for sure the affection he had kin- 
dled in her breast must have long survived 
his death.” “ That rival,” replied the count, 
“who incurred your displeasure, was no 
otlier than Renaldo.” With these words, he 
applied to one eye a patch of black silk pro- 
vided for the purpose, and turning his face 
towards Don Diego, that gentleman started 
with astonishment, crying, — “ Good Heaven ! 
the very countenance of Orlando, whom I 
slew ! this is still more amazing !” 
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chapter LXV. 

A retrospective linkf necessary for the con- 
catenation of these memoirs. 

** Indulge me with a patient hearing,” pro- 
ceeded the Hungarian, ** and all these riddles 
Hoon will be explained. Inflamed with the 
desire of seeing foreign countries, I disobeyed 
the will of an indulgent father, from whose 
house withdrawing privately, I set out for 
Italy, in disguise, by the way of Tyrol, visited 
V'^enice, Romo, Florence, and embarking at 
Naples in an English ship, arrived at St Iai- 
oar, from whence I repaired to Seville : there, 
in a few days, was my curiosity engaged by 
the fame of the fair Serafina, who was justly 
deemed the most accomplished beauty in that 
part of Spain. Nay, blush not, gentle crea- 
ture ! for, by iny hopes of heaven ! thy charms 
were even injured by the cold applause of 
that report : nevertheless, I was warmly in- 
terested by the unconnnou character, and 
eagerly lunged to sec this pattern of perfec- 
tioii. As IJon Diego did not train her up in 
ll'.at restraint to which the Spanish ladies arc 
subjected, I soon found an opportunity of 
seeing her at church j and no person hero 
present will, I presume, doubt that I was 
instantly captivated by her beauty and dc- 
j'orlment. Had I thought that Don Diego’s 
favour was unengaged, perhaps I should have 
followed the dictates of vanity and inexpe- 
rienov, and presented myself in my own cha- 
racter, among the crowd of her professed 
admirers. 1 knew her father had been an 
omcer of distinguished rank and reputation, 
and did not doubt that he would have re- 
garded a young soldier of unexceptionable 
jicdigree, and I will even add, of untainted 
fame ; nor did I .suppose ray own father could 
have objected against such an advantageous 
match : but, by dint of industrious inquiry, I 
learned, that the divine Serafina was already 
betrothed to Don Manuel do Mendop, and 
information overwhelmed me with de- 
spair. 

“ After having revolved a thousand projects 
for retarding and preventing that detested 
union, I resolved to avail myself of my talent 
for drawing, and professed myself a master 
of that science, in hope of being employed 
by the father of Serafina, who, I knew, let 
slip no opportunity of improving his daugh- 
ter’s education. Accordingly Iliad the good 
fortune to attract his notice, was invited to 
his house, honoured with his approbation, 
and furnished with unrestricted opportunities 
of conversing with the dear object of my Itfve. 
The passion which her beauty Jiad kindled, 
was, by the perfections of her mind, inflamed 
to such a degree of transport, os could not 
be concealed from her penetration . She 
' chayced to relish my conversation ; I gra- 


dually acquired her friendship : pity was the 
next passion that she entertained in my 
favour. I then ventured to disclose myself, 
and the dear charmer did not disapprove of 
ray presumption. Slic and her mother had 
been perplexed with some religious scruples, 
concerning which they appealed to my opin- 
ion : and 1 was happy enough to set their 
minds at case. 

** This sort of intercourse naturally created 
a mutual confidence among us: and, in a 
word, 1 was blessed with the daughter’s love, 
and mother’s approbation. Don Diego will 
pardon those clandestine measures, wJiich 
we took from a full persuasion that it wa^ 
impossible to render him propitiou.s to tin; 
views in which our hearts and lui'ids were 
so deeply interested : 1 did not llien know 
how little lie was addicted to h-niH'i-stition. 

“Without entering into a detail of the 
schemes we proiecteato delay the happiness 
of Mendoza, 1 shall only obsiTve* ilmt, know- 
ing the fatal day was at length iinullerably 
fixed, wo detennined to elude the piirpns.' 
of Don Diego by flight, and every thing was 
actually prepared for our escape. When the 
hour of appointment arrived, I repaired t'> 
the place at which 1 had proposed to enter 
the house, and stumbled, in the ilark, over 
the body of a man still warm and blceding- 
Alarmed at this occurrenre, I darted my.sell‘ 
through the window, and rusliing to the 
apartment of the ladies, (immortal powers !) 
beheld the jK^erless Serafina, and her virtuous: 
mother, stretched on a couch, and m all 
appearance deprived of life. 

“The company will easily conceive what 
agonic.s I felt at such a spectacle. I ran 
towards the spot in a transport of liorror 1 
I clasped iny lovely mistress in my arrn.s, and 
finding her still breathing, endeavoured, but 
in vain, to wake her from the trance ,* Antonia 
was overwhelmed with the same lethargic 
power. My fancy was immediately .slrnck 
with the apprehension of their being poisoned. 
Regardless of my own situation, I alarmed 
the family, called for assistance, and requested 
the servants to summon Don Diego to the 
disinnl scene. I was informed tlint their 
master had rode forth in manifest confusion ; 
and while I pondered on this surprising ex- 
cursion, an apothecary in the neighbourhood 
entered the chamber, and having examined 
the pulse-s of the ladies, declared that their 
lives were in no danger, and advised that 
they should be undress^^d, and conveyed to 
bed. While their women were busied in 
this employment, 1 went into the coiirt-yard, 
attended by some of the servants with 
lights, in order to view the body of the man 
wnom I had found at my arrival. His ap- 
parel. was mean, his countenance ferocious, 
a long spado was buckled to hie thigh, and 
in bis belt were stuck a brace of loaded 
pistols ; so that we concluded he was semes 
thief, who hod waited for an opportunity* 
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and sccin^r the casement open, intended to 
rob the house, but was prevented and slain 
by Don Diego liiinself, whose retreat, how- 
ever, did not a little confound our conjecture. 
For my own part, I remained all night in the 
liousc, tortured with fear, vexation, and sus- 
pense. 

** My hope was altogetlier disappointed by 
this unhappy accident, and I shuddered at 
the prospect of losing Scrahna for ever, either 
by tiiis mysterious malady, or by her mar- 
riage with Mendoza, which I now despaired 
of being able to defeat. The major-domo 
having waited several hours for nis lord’s 
return, without seeing him appear, thought 
proper to dispatch a messenger to Don Ma- 
nuel, with an account of what had happened; 
and that nobleman arriving in the morning, 
took possession of the house. About four 
o’clock in the afternoon, Scrafina began to 
stir, and at five she and her mother were 
perfectly awake. 

“ They no sooner recovered the use of 
reflection, than they gave signs of equal sor- 
row and amazement, and earnestiv called for 
Isabella, who w'as privy to our aesign, and 
who, after a minute inquiry, was found in a 
lone and solitary chamber where she had 
been confined. Such was the confusion of 
the house, that no person ever dreamed of 
asking how I had entered, each domestic, in 
ull probability, supposing I had been intro- 
duced by his fellow : so that I tarried un- 
questioned, on pretence of concern for the 
distress of a family in which 1 ha3 been so 
generously entertained ; and by Isabella sent 
iny respecta and duty to her ladies : she was 
therefore not a little surprised, when, after 
every other servant had withdrawn, slic 
heard the lovely Scrafina exclaim, with all 
the violence or grief, — * Ah t Isabella, Or- 
lando is no more !’ But their astonishment 
was still greater, w'hoii she assured them of 
iny being alive, and in the house. They 
recomitcd to her the adventure of last night, 
which she e.\plained by informing them of 
the letters which Don Diego had intercepted; 
and they immediately concluded, that he had, 
in the precipitation of his wrath, killed, by 
mistake, the person who was found dead in 
the court-yard. This conjecture alarmed 
them on my account ; they, by the medium 
of Isabella, conjured me to leave the house, 
lest Don Diego should return, arid accom- 
plish his ri''»cu*‘n>ent ; and I was persuaded 
to withdraw, aitei I had s*Htled the channel 
of a correspondence y^iih the confidante. 

** Being now obh|^d to alter our measures, 
because our farnier intention was discovered 
by Don Diego, I sdeured a retreat for Sera- 
f.na and her mother, at the house of the 
English consul in Seville, who was my par- 
ticular friend ; and next day, understand^ing 
from Isabella, that her lord had not yet re- 
appeared, and that Don Manuel was very 
urgent in hia addresses, we concerted an 


assignation in the garden, and that same 
evening 1 was fortunate enough to convey 
my prize to the asylum I had prepared for 
their reception. Inexpressible was the rage 
of Mendoza, when he heard of their elope- 
ment : he raved like one deprived of reason, 
swore he would put all the servants of the 
family to the rack, and, in consequence of 
the intelligence he obtained by threats and 
promises, set on foot a very stridt inquiry, 
in order to apprehend the fugitives, and Or- 
lando, who had by some means or other 
incurred his suspicion. 

“We eluded his search by the vigilance 
and caution of our kind host ; and while we 
remained in concealment, were extremely 
astonished to hear that the unfortunate Don 
Diego was proclaimed a traitor, and a price 
set upon his head. This information over- 
whelmed us all with the utmost aflUction : 
Antonia lamented, without ceasing, the dis- 
grace of her beloved lord, from whom she 
never would have withdrawn herselfi but 
with the lively hope of a reconciliation, after 
the first transports of his ire should have 
subsided, and the real character of Orlando 
should have appeared ; it was not long before 
we had reason to bqlieve that Mendoza wan 
the accuser of Don Diego. 

“ Nay, start not, signior ; Manuel was 
actually that traitor : this was the turn of his 
revenge ; -when he found himself disappointed 
in the hope of possessing the incomparable 
Scrafina, he’ took a base advantage of your 
absence and retreat. Ho posted to Madrid, 
impeached you to the secretary of stale, of 
having maintained a criminal correspondence 
with the enemies of Spain, included me in 
his accusation, as a spy for the house of 
Austria, and framed such a plausible tale, 
from the circumstances of your distress, that 
Don Diego was outlawed, and Mendoza gra- 
tified witli a grant of his estate. 

“ These melancholy incidents made a deej) 
impression upon the mind of the virtuous 
Antonia, who, waving every other considera- 
tion, would have personally appeared for the 
vindication of her husband’s honour, had wo 
not dissuaded her trom such a rash under- 
taking, by demonstrating her inability to 
contend with such a powerful antagonist, and 
representing that her appearance would be 
inrallibly attended with the min of Serafina, 
wiio would certainly fall into the hands of 
the villain to whom she had been contracted. 
We exhorted her to wait patiently for some 
happy revolution of fortune, and encouraged 
her with the hope of D6n Di^’s exerting 
himself efiectually in his own defence. 

“ Meanwhile our worthy landlord was sud- 
denly cut off. by deatli ; and his widow being 
resolved to retire into her own country, we 
secretly embarked in the same ship, and 
arrived in England about eighteen months 
ago. Antonia still continued to pine over 
the ruin of her house ; as she could hea^ no 
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tidings of Don Diego, :ihe concluded he was 
dead, and mourned with unabating sorrow. 
In vain 1 assured her, that soon as my own 
affairs should be adjusted, 1 would exert my 
whole endeavours to find and succour him. 
IShc could not imagine that a man of his 
spirit and disposition would live so long in 
obscurity ; and her affliction derived new 
force from the death of the consul's widow, 
with whom she had lived in the most un- 
bounded intimacy and friendship. From that 
day her health evidently declined : she fore- 
saw her dissolution, and comforted herself 
wdth the hope of seeing her husband and her 
friend, in a place where no treachery is felt, 
and no sorrow is known ; confident of my 
integrity, and the purity of my love, she, in 
the most pathetic terms, recommended Sem- 
fina to my care. 

“Ila! w’eepest thou, fair excellence, at 
the remembrance of that tender scene, when 
the good Antonia, on the bed of death, joined 
thy soft, hand to mine, and said, — * Renaldo, 

1 bequeath this orphan to your love ; it is a 
sacred pledge, which if you cherish with due | 
honour and regard, internal peace and hap- 1 
piness will ever smile within your bosom ; j 
but if you treat it with indifference, dishonour, 
or neglect, just Heaven will punish your 
breach of trust with everlasting disappoint- 
ments and disquiet.’ 

** Signior Don Diego, I see you are moved, 
and therefore will not dwell on such distress- 
ful circumstances. The excellent Antonia 
exchanged this life for a more Imppy state ; 
and so exquisite was the sorrow of the ten- 
der-hearted Serafina, as to torture me with 
the apprehension that she would not long 
survive her pious mother. How I obej'ed 
the injunctions of that departing saint, Mo- 
nimia (for that name she now assumed) con 
testify, until that artful serpent Fathom glided 
into our mutual confidence, abused our ears, 
poisoned our unsuspecting faith, and eflwted 
that fatal breach, productive of all the misery 
and vexation which we have suffered, and 
which is now so happily expelled.” 

Heaven,” said the Castilian, “ hath 
visited me for the sins and cirrors of my 
youth; yet such mercy hath been mingled 
with its chastisements, I dare not murmur or 
repine. The tears of penitence and sorrow 
shall water my Antonia’s grave ; as for Men- 
doza, I rejoice at his treachery, by which the 
obligation of my promise is cancelled, and 
my honour fiilly acquitted. He, shall not 
triumph in his guilt ; my services, my cha- 
racter and innocence, shall soon confront 
his perfidy, and, I hope, defeat his interest. 
The king is just and gracious, nor are ray 
family and name unknown.” 

Here the Jew, interposing, presented to 
him a letter from a person of consequence 
at Madrid, whom Joshua had interested in 
the cause of Don Diego : that nobleman had 
"'alreiudy found means to represent the case 


of ^eloB to his majesty, who had actually 
ordered Don Manuel to be confined, until 
the injured person should appear to justify 
himself, and prosecute his accuser according 
to the terms of law : at the same time Don 
Diego was summoned to present himself 
before the king within a limited time, to 
answer to the charge which Mendoza had 
brought against him. 

The Spaniard’s heart overflowed with gra- 
titude and joy, when he read this intimation : 
he embraced the Jew, who, before Xelos 
could give utterance to his thoughts, told 
him that the Spanish ambassador at London, 
having been prepossessed in his favour, craved 
the honour of seeing Don Diego ; and that 
he, Joshua, was ready to conduct him to the 
house. 

‘‘Then is my heart at rest!*' cried the 
Castilian, “ the house of Zelos once more 
shall lift up its head. I shall again revisit 
my native country witli honour, and abiujo 
the villain wlio hath soiled my fame ; O my 
children ! this day is replete with such joy 
and satisfiiction, as 1 did not think had been 
in the power of Heaven to grant, without the 
interposition of a miracle ! To you, Rentfido, 
to you, illustrious lady» and to these worthy 
gentlemen, am I indcblcd for the restoration 
of that for which alone I wish to live ; and 
when my heart ceases to retain the oblign- 
tion, may I forfeit the name of a Castilian, 
and scorn and dishonour be my portion.” 

Perhaps, all Europe could not produce 
another company so happy as that which 
now sat down to dinner in the house of Ma- 
dam Clement, whose own benevolent hcait 
was peculiarly adapted for such enjoyment. 
The lovers fossted their eyes more than their 
appetite, by a tender intercourse of glances, 
which needed not the slow interpretation of 
speech ; while the Spaniard regarded them 
alternately with looks of wonder and paternal 
joy, and every individual surveyed the all- 
deserving pair with admiration and esteem. 

Serafina taking the advantage of this gen- 
eral satisfaction, when the heart, softened 
into complacency, deposits every violent 
thought : — “ I must now,” said she, “ try my 
interebL with Renaldo; the good company 
shall bear witness to my triumph or repulse. 
I do not ask you to forgive, but to withholil 
your vengeance from the wretched Fathom. 
His fraud, ingratitude, and villainy are, f 
bdieve, unriviJled ; yet his base designs have 
been defeated; ana Heaven perhaps hath 
made him the involuntary instrument for 
bringing our constancy and virtue to the test : 
braidos, his perfidy is already punished with 
the last degree of human misery and disgrace: 
the doctor, who has traced him in all his con- 
duct and vicissitudes of fortune, will draw a 
picture of his present wretchedness, which, 
1 doubt not, will move your compassion, as 
it hath already excited mine.” 

The generous hostess was ready to enforce 
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this charitable proposal with all her eloquence, inanrl, — “ Signior Don Diego,” said he, “ as 
when Melvil, with a look that well expressed your fortune hath been so long embezzled b}" 
his magnanimity of love, replied, — “ Such a your adversary in Spain, and ycur corres- 
hoon becomes the gentle Serafina ! O ! every pondcnce with that country entirely cut off, 
moment furnishes me with fresh matter to it is not to be supposed that your finances 
admire the virtues of thy soul : if thou, whose are at present in such a condition as to main- 
tender heart hath been so rent with misery tain the splendour of your family. Count de 
and anguish, canst intercede for thy tormcn- Melvil’s whole fortune is at your command ; 
tor, who now suffers in his turn, shall I refuse and had not he been afraid of giving umbrage 
to pardon the miserable wretch ? No, let to the peculiar delicacy’ of your sentiments, 
me gloiy in imitating the great example, and he would have pressed you to use it for your 
solicit Don Diego in behalf of the same mis- convenience. For my own part, over and 
creant, whose perfidious barbarity cost him above the inclination I have to serve Don 
such intolerable woe.” “ Enough,” cried Diego, I consult my own private advantage 
the Castilian, I have disclaimed the vin- in desiring you to accept my service on this 
dictive principles of a Spaniard, and leave occasion. Money is the chief commodity in 
the miserable object to the sting of his own which I deal, and, if you honour me with 
conscience, which, soon or late, will not fail your commands, 1 shall be a gainer by my 
to avenge the wrongs we have sustained obedience.” 

from bis deceit.” Don Diego replied, with a smile that de- 

noted how well he understood the meaning 
of this address, — “Surely, Signior, 1 am 
CHAPTER LXVI. ' bound by the strongest ties to exert my utmost 

endeavours for your advantage ; and I pray 
The history draws near a period- God this your proposal may have that issue. 

I am well acquainted with the count’s gene- 
Univkrsal was the applause which they rosity and refined notions of honour ; and too 
acquired by this noble sacrifice of their re- muen obliged by him already, to hesiCato 
sentment : tfie afternoon was spent in the with punctilious reserve in accepting his 
utmost harmony and good liumour ; and, at future assistance ; nevertheless, since you 
the earnest solicitation of Renaldo, whose have contrived a scheme for removing ail 
fancy still harboured the apprehensions of scruples of that sort, I shall execute it with 
anotner separation, Don Diego consented pleasure ; and, in the form of business, you 
that the indissoluble knot should be tied shall have all the security I can give for what 
between that young gentleman and Serafina shall be necessary to answer my present 
in two days, and the place appointed for the occasions.” 

ceremony was tlie very church where they The preliminaries being thus settled, Joshua 

had been restored to the arms of each other, advanced for his use a thousand pounds, for 
The lovely bride, with a silent blush that which he would take neither bond, note, nor 
set her lover’s heart on fire, submitted to this receipt, desiring only that the Castilian would 
determination ; in consequence of which, the mark it in his own pocket-book, that the debt 
company was bespoken for that auspicious might appear, in case any accident should 
hour, and the evening being pretty far ad- befal the borrower. Although the Spaniard 
A'aiiccd, they took leave of the ladies, and had been accustomed to the uncommon gen- 
retired to their respective homes ; Don Diego erosity of Melvil, he could not help wonder- 
and his future son-in-law being reconducted ing at this nobleness of behaviour, so little 
to their lodgings in the coach of the Jew, to be expected from any merchant, much 
who, taking an opportunity of being alone less from a Jewish broker. ^ 

with Melvil, observed that it would be ncces- While this affair was on the anvil, Ro- 
sary on this occasion to supply the Castilian naldo, who could no longer withhold the 
with a sum of money, in order to support his communications of his happiness from his 
dignity and independence, in fumisning Se- sister and relations in Germany, took up the 
rafina with every thing suitable to her rank pen, and, in a letter to his brother-in-law, 
and merit ; and that he would willingly ac- recounted all the circumstances of the sur- 
commodato h'‘‘''.| provided he knew how to prising turn of fate which he had experienced 
propose it so as to give no offence to his since liis arrival in England. He likewiee 
punctilious disposition. related the story of Don Die^, informed 

Renaldo, thanking him for this generous them of the day appointed for nis nuptials, 
anticipation, advi^^ed him to sobcit the Spa- and entreated the major to make a journey 
niard’s correspondence in the way of busi- to London with his wife ; or, if that should 
ness, and to put the whole on the footing of be impracticable, to come as far as Brussels, 
his own interest: by which means Don Diego’s where they should be met by him and his > 
delicacy could sustain no affront. Fraught Serafina. There was now but one day be- 
with this instruction, the Israelite desired a tween him and the accomplishment of his 
private audience of the Castilian, in which, dearest wish, and that was 8]^nt in procuring . 
after an apology for the freedom of his de- a license, and adjusting the preparationd for 
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the grand festiva]. D'>n Diego in the fore- brew, who had provided a very elegant ciUt r- 
noon visited Madam Clement, to whom he tainment for the occasion : he liad also 
repeated his warm acknowledgements of her bespoken a small but excellent band of niusjc, 
bounty and maternal alfoction to hia daughter, which regaled their oars while they sat at 
and presented to Seraiiiia bank notes to the dinner ; and the atlernoon being calm and 
amount of live hundred pounds, to defray the serene, he prevailed on them to take the air 
necessary expense of her wedding ornaments, on the river, in a barge which l)c had pre- 
All tbe previous steps being taken for the pared for the purpose, 
solemnization of this interesting event, and But notwithstanding this diversity of amuse- 

the hour of appointment arrived, the bride- ment, Rcnoldo would have found it the longest 
groom, accompanied by his father-in-law, day he had ever passed, had not his imogiua- 
hastened to the place of rendezvous, which tion been diverted by an incident which eni- 
was the vestry-roorn of the church we have ployed his attention during the remaining 
already described, where they were received part of the evening. They had drunk tea, 
by the good clergyman in his canonicals ; and and engaged in a party at whist, when they 
here they had not waited many minutes, were surprised with a noise of contention 
when they were joined by Madam Clement from a public house that fronted the wijulows 
and the amiable bride, escorted by the friendly of tbe apartment in which they sat. Alarmed 
physician, who had all along borne such a at this uproar, they forsook their cards, and, 
share in their concerns. Seralina was dressed throwing up the casomenl, beheld a hearse 
in a sack of white satin, and the ornaments surrounded by four men on horsfback, wln» 
of her head were adjusted in the Spanish had stopped the carriage, and violently pulled 
fashion, whicli gave a peculiar air to her the driver from his scat, 'rhis uiicoinmon 
appearance, and an additional spirit, to those arrest had engaged the curiosity of the pub- 
attractions which engaged the heart of each lican’s family, who stood at tlie dour to oh- 
bcholdcr. There was nothing remarkable in serve the consequence, when all of a suddcTi 
the habit of Renaldo, who had copied the appeared a person in canonicals, well inotinted, 
plainness and elegance of his mistress; but, who, riding up to those who maltreated the: 
when she entered the place, his features were driver, bestowed upon one of them sucli a 
animated with a double proportion of vivacity, blow with the butUend of his whip, ns laid 
and their eyes meeting, seemed to kindle a him spi-awling on the ground ; and, springing 
blaze which diffused warmth and joy*through from Ids saddle upon the box, took tlu^ reins 
the countenances of all present. into his own hand, swearing, with great 

After a short pause her father led her to yehen:ence, that he would murder every man 
the altar, and gave her away to the trans- who shouITl attempt to obstruct the hearse, 
ported Renaldo, before the priest, who per- The good priest who hud married Renaldo 
formed the ceremony, and bestowed the nup- was not a little scandalized at tiiis foroedous 
tial benediction on this enraptured pair, behaviour in a clergyman, and could not help 
The sanction of the church being thus ob- saying aloud he was a disgrace to the cloth ; 
tained, they withdrew into the vestrv, where when the horseman, looking up to the wiii- 

Melvil sealed his title on her rosy lips, and dow, replied, — “ Sir, may 1 be d d if any 

presented his wife to the company, who man in England has a greater respect for the 
embraced her in their turns, with fervent cloth than I have ; but at present f am quite 
wishes for their mutual happiness. distracted.” So saying, he whipped up the 

Though the scene of this transaction was horses, and had actually disentangled the 
remote from any inhabited neighbourhood, hearse from those wlio surrounded it, wlicii 
the church was surrounded by a crowd of he was opposed by another troop, one of 
p*ftople, who, with uncommon demonstration whom alighted with great expedition, and 
of surprise and admiration, petitioned heaven cut the harness, so that he could not posbi- 
to bless so fair a couple. Such, indeed, was bly proceed. Finding himself thus driven to 
llieir eagerness to see them, that some lives bay, he leaped upon the gnmnd, and cxorcisi’d 
were endangered by the pressure of the crowd, his weapon with such amazing strength and 
wliich attended them with loud acclamations agility, that several of his antagonists were 
to the coach, after the bridegroom had de- left motionless on the field, before be 
posited in the hands of the minister one overpowered and disarmed by dint of nu!;i- 
hundred pounds, for the benefit of the poor bers, who assailed him on all sides, 
dr that parish, and thrown several handfuls of The mad parson being thus taken prisoner, 
money among the multitude. Serafinare-em- an elderly person, of a very prepossessing 
barked in Madam Clement’s convenience, appearance, went up to the hearse, and, un- 
with that good ladv and Don Diego, while bolting the door, a young lady gpning out, 
Renaldo. with the clergyman and doctor, fob and, shrieking, ran directly to the public 
lowed in Joshua’s coach, to a pleasant country house, to the infinite astonislnncnt and affright 
house upon the Thames, at the distance of a of the whole family, who believed it was the 
few miles from I-ondon. This the Jew bad spirit of the deceased person whoso body lay 
borrowed from the owner for a few days, and in the carriage. Renaldo, who was with 
''there they were received by that honest He- difficulty restrained from interposing in behalf 
SR 
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of the cler^jyman against such odds, no sooner 
perceived this apparition, than supposing her 
to be some distressed damsel, bis quixotism 
awoke, lie descended in an instant, aim rushed 
into tile house among those that pursued the 
fair phantom. Don Diego and the physician 
took the same road, while the red clergy- 
man and Joshua tarried with the ladies, who 
were by tliis time very much interested in 
the event. 

Melvil found the young lady in the hands 
of the old gentleman who had released her 
from the hearse, and who now bitterly up- 
braided her for her folly and disobedience; 
while she protested with great vivacity, that, 
whatever she might suffer from his severity, 
she would never submit to the hateful match 
he had proposed, nor break the promise she 
had already made to the gentleman who had 
now attempted to rescue her from tlie tyranny 
of a cruel father. Tliis declaration was fol- 
lowed by a plentiful shower of tears, which 
the father could not behold with unmoisteiied 
eyes, although he reviled her with marks of 
uncommon displeasure ; and, turning to the 
count, — ** I appeal to you, sir,” said he, 
“ whetlier [ have not reason to curse the 
undutiful obstinacy of that pert baggage, and 
renounce her fot ever as an alien to my blood, 
^hc has for some months been solicited in 
marriage by an honest citizen, a thirty tbou- 
naiid Dound man ; and, instead of listening 
to suen an advantageous proposal, she hath 
bestowed her heart upon a young fellow not 
worth a groat. Ah ! you degenerate liussy. 
Ibis comes of your plays and romances. If 
Ujy mother were not a woman of an unex- 
ceptionable life and conversation, I should 
verily believe thou art no child of mine. Run 
iiwav with a beggar ! for shame !” 

“i suppose,” replied Renaldo, “ the person 
to w’hom your daughter’s affection inclines 
IS that clergyman who exerted himself so 
manfully at tlie door.” “ Clergyman !” cried 
the other, ** adad ! he has more of the devil 
than the church about him. A ruffian ! he 
has, for aught I know, murdered the wortliy 
.jfpntleinaii whom I intended for my son-ia- 
law ; and the rogue, if 1 had not kept out of 
liis way, would, I suppose, have served me 
with the same sauce : me ! wdio have been 
liis master for many years, and had resolved 
to make a man of him. Sir, he was my own 
I ’.erk, and this? is the. return I hav*e met with 
from the serpent which I cherished in ray 
bosom.” 

Here he was interrupted by tJio arrival of 
the citizen for wlioiii he had expressed such 
roncem. That gentleman had received a 
contusion upon one eye, by which the. sight 
was altogcllier obstructtjd ; so that ho con- 
eluded ho should never retrieve the use of 
that organ, and with great clamour took dll 
the spectators to witness the injury he had 
sustained : ho entered the room with mani- 
fest perturbation, demanded satisfaction of 


the father, and peremptorily declared it 
should not be a lost eye to him, if there was 
law iu England. This unseasonable de- 
mand, and the boisterous manner in which 
it was made, did not at all suit the present 
humour of the old gentleman, who told him 
peevishly he owed him no eye, and bade him 
go and ask reparation of the person who had 
done him wrong. 

The young lady snatching this favourable 
occasion, eai*nestly entreated Melvil and his 
company to intercede with her father in be- 
half of her lover, who, she assured them, was 
a young gentleman of a good family, and 
uncommon merit ; and, in compliance with 
her request, they invited him and his daugh- 
ter to the house in which they lodged, where 
they would be disencumbered of the crowd 
which this dispute had gathered together, 
and more at leisure to consult about tlie 
measures necessary to be taken. Tlio old 
gentleman thanked them for their courtesy, 
which he did not think proper to refuse ; 
and while he led, or rather hauled, made- 
moiselle over the way, under the auspices of 
the Castilian, Ronaldo set the lover at liberty, 
made him a tender of his good offices, and 
advised him to wait at the public house for 
a happy issue of the negotiation. 

The pseudo-parson was very much aflect- 
cd by this generous proffer, for which he 
made suitable acknowledgements, and pro- 
tested before God he would die a thousand 
deaths rather tlutn part with his dear Char- 
lotte. Her father no sooner entered the 
apartment, than he was known by Joshua to 
be a considerable trader in the city of London ; 
and the merchant was glad to find himsolf 
among his acquaintance. He was so full of 
the story ivhich had brought him thitlicr, 
that he had scarce sat down, when lie began 
to complain of his haril fate, in having lm 
only child, who was so mean, stubborn, and 
contumacious ; and every sentence was con- 
cluded with an apostroplie of reproaches to 
the delinquent. 

The Jew having allowed him to ring out 
his alarm, condoled his misfortune, tyul 
gravely counselled the young lady to wean 
her affections from such an unworthy object ; 
for he supposed her favourite was a man of 
no principle or liberal endowments, other- 
wise her father would not exclaim so bitterly 
against her conduct. Charlotte, who wanted 
neither beauty nor understanding, asr-iircd 
him, that her lover’s character was in all re- 
spects unblemished; fur the Iruili of whicii 
assertion she appealed to her paps, who 
owued, with reluctance, that the young man 
was a gentleman by birth, tiiat he had serv^ed 
him with remiirkable diligence and integrity, 
apd that bis accomplishments were far su- 
perior to his station in lift#.. “ But then,” 
said be, ** the fellow has not a shilling of his 
own, and .vould you have me give away my 
daughter to a beggar J” ^ • 
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“God forbid!” cried the Jew, “1 always While Seradna and Madaui Clement caressed 
understood you possessed an ample fortune, the amiable Charlotte, the rest ofthe company 
and am sorry to lind it otherwise.” “Other- cong^ratulatcd her admirer upon his choice 
wise !” replied the citizen, with some acri- and success ; though the clergyman could 
mony, “take care what you say, sir; a not help reprehending him for profaning the 
merchant’s credit is not to be tampered sacerdotal habit. 

with.” “ I beg your pardon,” answered the Valentine heartily asked pardon for having 
Hebrew, “ I concluded that your circum- given such cause of offence, and hoped he 
stances were bad, because you objected to shouldbeforgivcn, as it was a disguise which 
the poverty of the young man, after you hail he thought absolutely necessary for the exc- 
owned he was possessed of every other cution of a scheme upon which his happiness 
qualification to make your daughter happy ; altogether depended, lie then, at the re- 
fer it is not to be imagined that you would quest of Renaldo, unfolded the mystery of 
thwart her inclinations, or seek to render an the hearse, by giving them to understand, 
only child miserable, on account of an that Charlotte’s ftither, having got inkling of 
obstacle which you yourself could easily re- their mutual passion, hod dismissed h:s clerk, 
move. Let us suppose you can afford to and convoyed his daughter to a country house 
give with your daughter ten thousand pounds, in the neighbourhood of I^iidon, in t>rdcr to 
which would enable this young man to live cut off their correspondence. Notwitlistand- 
with credit and reputation, and engage ad- ing these precautions, tJicy had found means 
vantagcoiuly in trade, for which you say he is to communicate with each other by Ictlors, 
well qualified ; the alternative tJien will be, which wore managed by a third person : and 
whether you would rather see her in the his rival being very importunate in his solici- 
arms of a deserving youth whom she loves, tations, they had concerted Uie expedient 
enjoying all the comforts of life, with a of the hearse, which he provided, and con- 
moderate fortune, which it will always be in ducted through a road contiguous to the end 
your own power to improve, or tied for life of the merchant’s garden, where (’harlolto, 
to a moneyed man whom she detests, cursing being apprised of the design, waited for its 
her hard fate, and despising that Buperfiuity approach, and embarked in it without hesita- 
of wealth, in spite of whicli she finds herself tion. Valentine thought himself sufficiently 
so truly wretched.” screened from discovery by his disguise; but 

The old gentleman acenicd to be* startled he was unfortunately met by a 6er\'ant of the 
at this observation, which was reinforced by family, who recollected his features, and ini- 
Renaldo’s saying, that he would, moreover, mediately .gave the alarm ; upon which tile 
enjoy the unutterable pleasure of giving father and his friends took horse, and pursued 
happiness to a worthy man, whose gratitude them by two different roads, until they were 
would co-operate with his love in approving overtaken at this place, 
himself a dutiful son, as well as an affee- He had scarce finished this short relation, 
tionate husband. He then represented the when iiis rival bluntly entering the apart- 
iamily disquiets and dismal tragedies pro- ment, with a handkerchief tied round his eye, 
duced from such mercenary and compulsive committed Valentine to the charge of a con- 
matches; and in conclusion related the story stable who atUmded him, by a warrant from 
of Don Diego and his daughter, which, when a justice of the peace in that neighbourhood; 
the merchant heard, he started up with marks and threatened to prosecute the merchant o:i 
of terror in his countenance, and, throwing an action of damages for the loss of an eye, 
lip the casement, called upon Valentine with which he said he had sustained in his service, 
great vociferation. This was the name of The company endeavoured to appease this 
hi daughter’s admirer, who no sooner heard citizen, by representing that his misfortune 
the summons, than he flew to the spot from was no other than a common inflammation ; 
whence it came ; and the merchant, without nor was it owing to malice aforethought, but 
anyfurtherpreamble, seizing his hand, joined entirely to the precipitate passion of an in- 
it with that of Charlotte, saying with great censed young man, who, by the bye, acted m 

trepidation, “ Here, take her, in the name his own defence. At the same time, the 

of God, and thank this honourable company merchant promised to make any reasonab.'i- 
for your good fortune.” satisfaction ; upon which the other demanded 

The lovers were transported with exquisite an obligation, importing that he wonld, in 
jdy at this sudden determination in their ten days from the date, bestow upon him his 
favour. Valentine having kissed the hand daughter in marriage, with a portion of 
of his mistress with all the eagerness of fifteen thousand pounds, or, in case of failure, 
rapture, and acknowledged the merchant’s pay hhn double the sum. 

•generosity, paid his respects to the ladies The merchant, exasperated at this extra- 
with a very polite address, and, with demon- vogant demand, told him flatly, he had 
strations of uncommon gratitude and sensi- already disposed of his daughterto Valentine, 
bility, thanked the gentlemen, and the count who, he believed, was a much more deserv- 
in particular, for their good offices, to which ing man; and that he was ready to wait upon 
fle attributed the happiness he now enjoyed, the magistrate who had granted the warrant, 

45 
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in order to give bail for his future son-in-law. 
This was a mortifying declaration to the 
plaintiff; though he condoled himself with 
the hope of being a gainer by the loss of his 
eye ; and, now the pain was over, would have 
been very sorry to find his sight retrieved. 
The old gentleman, Joshua and Renaldo, ac- 
companied the prisoner to the house of the 
justice, where he was immediately admitted 
to bail. ' Upon their return, Valentine shifted 
his dress, and they supped together with| 
great cordiality and mirth, maintained at the 
expense of the discarded lover. 

After supper, Don Diego walked a minuet 
with Madam Clement, for whom by this time 
ho had contracted an extraordinary degree 
of affection. Valentine hod the honour to 
dance with the incomparable Serafina, whose 
beauty and attractions dazzled the eyes of 
the new comers, and struck her bashful 
partner with awe and gonfusion ; and Melvil 
presented his hand to the agreeable Charlotte, 
who performed so much to the satisfaction of 
her father, that he could not help expressing | 
his joy and pride ; he praised God for throw- | 
inghiin in the way of our company, and en- | 
gaged the clergyman to unite the young | 
couple, after having appointed a day for the | 
ceremony, and invited all present to the i 
wedding. The evening having been insensi- 
bly consumed in these avocations, and the 
night pretty far advanced, the ladies with- 
drew without ceremony; and the retreat of 
tSerafina filled Ronaldo’s breast wyth tumult 
and emotion; his blood began to flow in 
impetuous tides, his heart to beat with re- 
doubled vigour and velocity, while his eyes 
seemed to flash with more than iiiirnan 
splendour: now his imagination began to 
anticipate with the enthusiostic rage of an in- 
spired sibyl ; he was instantaneously trans- 
ported from the conversation, and every 
nerve was braced to such a deme of im- 
patience, that human nature could not long 
endure the tension. 

He, therefore, having withstood the impulse 
about a quarter of an hour, at length gave 
way to his impetuosity, and, springing from 
his friends, found himself in a dark passage, 
at tlie further end of w'hich he perceived 
Madam Clement coming out of a chamber 
with a light, which, at sight of him, she set 
down and vanished in a moment. This was 
the star that pointed to his paradise: he 
hailed the sigi ..1, entered the apartment, and, 
like a lion rushing or his prey, approached 
the nuptial bed where Serafina, surrounded 
by all the graces of beauty, softness, senti- 
ment, and truth, Itiy trembling as a victim at 
the altar, and strove to hide her blushes from 
his view — ^the door was shut — ^the light ex- 
tinguished — ^he owned ‘bis lot was more than 
mortal man could claim. 

Here let me draw the decent veil, that 
ought to shade the sacred mysteries of Hy- 
men. Away, unhallowed scoffers* who pro- 


I fane, with idle pleasantry, or immodest hint, 
these holy rites; and leave those happy 
lovers to enjoy, in one another’s arms, un- 
utterable bliss, the well-earned palm of virtue 
and of constancy, which had undergone the 
most severe refinement. A more deserving 
pair night’s curtain shrouds not in its dark 
extent. 

The thoughts of Renaldo’s felicity threw a 
damp on the spirits of Valentine, who saw 
the term of his probation protracted a few 
days longer, and could not help wishing in 
his heart that he had achieved the adventure 
which would have abridged his expectation, 
though at the expense of the old gentleman’s 
displeasure. He filled a bumper to the 
health of the bride and bridegroom, gind, 
throwing up his eyes with marks of admira- 
tion, exclaimed, — “ How happy is the count ! 
alas! five days longer must I rein my im- 
patience !” It is but reasonable, you rogue, 
that your better should have the start of 
you,” said the merchant, who did him jus- 
tice in the glass, and counselled him to 
drown his impatience with good claret. 
The youth followed his advice, and it was 
late before the company retired to rest. 

These citizens, however, resolved to seize 
an opportunity of rallying the new-married 
couple according to custom, and with that 
view arose early in tlio morning, on the 
supposition of finding them still asleep ; but 
they were not a little surprised, when they 
entered the breakfasting room, to see Re- 
naldo, and his amiable bed-fellow, already 
dressed, and waiting to do the honours of the 
house. The old gentleman would fain have 
cracked a joke upon their extraordinary dis- 
patch ; but he was so much overawed by the 
dignity, and tamed by the sweetness of 
Serafina's carriage, that he durst not give 
utterance to his conception ; and Valentine 
stood silent and abashed, as in the presence 
of a superior being. After breakfast, these 
gentlemen and Charlotte again expressed 
their sense of the obligations they owed to 
this happy family, repeated their invitation, 
and taking leave, returned to Ijondon in a 
coach that was provided over night. 

Our friends being thus left to themselves, 
Don Diego turning towards Melvil, “Now,” 
said he, ** that 1 have yielded to the impa- 
tience of your love, as well as to the eagerness 
of my own desire to make you happy, I must 
beg leave to interrupt, for a little while, the 
stream of your mutual pleasure, and propose 
a melancnoly excursion, which, however, 
will not be wholly void of enjoyment. I have 
too long delayed the performance of my duty 
to Antonia’s grave. Let us spend the fore- 
noon in that pious pilgrimage : — I will drop 
a few tears to the memory of that excellent 
woman, and never afterwards shall my friends 
be troubled with my grief.” 

The proposal being universally approved, 
they set out for the place, which had beeh 



533 


ADVENTURES OP FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 


visited by the gentle Scraiina, who conducted 
her father to a black marble stone, which 
Renaldo had ordered to be laid over the 
grave ; and, as he kneeled to kiss the monu- 
ment, he perceived this plain inscription in 
the Spanish tongue, — Antonia de Zelos 
primera en todo lo que es ser hueno, y sin 
segundo en todo lo que fue ser desdichado, 
quedad con dios ! that is, Antonia de Zelos, 
unmatched in virtuct und unequalled in 
misfortune, adieu! “O faithful record!” 
cried the Castilian, smiting his breast, while 
his tears distilled upon the marble, 'Uhy 
goodness was the gift of Heaven, but thy 
misfortunes were derived from the guilt of 
Don Diego: vet his sorrow shall expiate his 
offence, and his penitence find favour in the 
sight of Heaven ! — Rest, rest, ill fated virtue ! 
— Eternal peace shall guard thy tomb, and 
angels minister to thjr unspotted shade; nor 
shall thine ashes lie m dark obscurity ; here 
will I raise a monument more suited to thy 
excellency and name.” Serafiiia melted 
with filial tenderness, nor were the rest un- 
moved at this affecting scene, which Don 
Diego did not quit without reluctance. 


CHAPTER LXVII. 

The longest dnd the last. 

Tub nature of this visit had softened every 
heart, and saddened every countenance; and 
they walked in solemn silence to the other 
side of the churchyard, in order to regain 
their carriages ; when, at the turning of the 
style, they saw a young woman, in wretched 
attire, running out of a poor habitation, 
wringing her. hands in all the agony of de- 
spair. Notwithstanding the distraction in her 
countenance, and the meanness of her ap- 
parel, she discovered a regiilarity of features, 
and a delicacy of air, which did not at all 
correspond with the misery of her equipage. 
These exhibitions of extreme distress soon 
attracted the notice and compassion of our 
cempany, and MelviPs beauteous help-mate, 
accosting this forlorn damsql with a pity- 
breathing aspect, asked the cause of her 
disorder. 

“ Alas ! dear lady,” cried the other, with 
all the emphasis of woe, “ an unhappy gentle- 
man now breathes his last, within this in- 
hospitable hovel, amidst such excess of misery 
as would melt the most flinty bosom : what 
"^then must I feel who am connected with him 
by the strongest ties of love and conjugal 
affection !” “ Who is the unfortunate ob- 
ject 1” said the physician. “He was once 
well known in the gay world,” replied the 
young woman: “his name is Fathom,” 
Every individual of tho company started at 
mehtion of that detested name. Serafina 
began to tremble with emotion ; and Renal - 
3o, ^er a short pause, declared he would 


go in, not with a view to exult over his 
misery, but in order to contemplate the 
catastrophe of such a wicked life, that tho mo. 
ral might be the more deeply engraved on 
his remembrance. The young countess, 
whose tender heart could not boar the shock 
of such a spectacle, retired to the coach with 
Madam Clement and tho Jew, while Heiiol- 
do, accompanied by the rest, entered a dismal 
apartment, altogether void of fiimituro and 
convenience, where they behold the wretched 
hero of these memoirs stretched almost 
naked upon straw, insensible, convulsed, and 
seemingly in the grasp of death. He was 
worn to the bone cither by fiimiiie or dis- 
temper; his face was overshadowed with 
hair and filth; his eyes were sunk, glazed, 
and distorted ; his nostrils dilated ; his lips 
covered with a black slough ; and his com- 
plexion faded into a pale clay-culour, tending 
to a yellow hue ; in a word, the extremity of 
indigence, squalor, and distress, could not 
be more feelingly rcprescntecl. 

While Melvd perused this melancholy 
lesson, and, groaning, cried, — “ Behold the 
fate of man,” he perceived a letter in the 
right hand of the unfortunate Fathom, which 
lay fast clenched across his breast. Curious 
to know the contents of this paper, which the 
yonn^ woman said he had kept in that 
position for several days, he drew nearer the 
wretched conch, and was not a little snr- 
prised to see it addressed to the Right Hon- 
ourable Rffiialdo Count de Melvil, to tlic enro 
of Mr Joshua Manasseh, merchant in London. 
When ho attempted to disengage this billet 
from the author’s hand, tho sorrowing femah; 
fell on her knees, entreating him to desist, 
and telling him she had promised, upon oath, 
to communicate the contents to no person 
upon earth, but to carry the letter, upon her 
husband's decease, to the gentleman to whose 
care it was directcMl. 

Renaldo assured her, upon his honour, 
that he was the very Renaldo Count de 
Melvil, for whom it was intended ; and the 
young creature was so much confounded at 
this information, that before she could re- 
collect herself, Melvil had opened the billet, 
and lead these words. — “If this paper 
should fall into the hands of the noble 
naldo, ho will understand that Fathom was 
the most execrable traitor that ever imposed 
upon unsuspecting benevolence, or attempt- 
ed to betray a generous benefactor. Ilia 
whole life was a scries of fraud, perfidy, and 
the most abominable ingratitude: but, of aJl 
the crimes that lay heavy upon his soul, hi.s 
being accessary to the death of the incom- 
parable Serafina, whose father he had also 
robbed, was that for which he despaired of 
Heaven’s forgiveness, notwithstanding the 
dreadful compunction and remorse which 
have long preyed upon his heart, together 
with the incredible misery and deplorable 
death which by this time he hath undergone. 
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Though these sufferings and sorrows cannot 
atone for liis enormous piilt, perhaps they 
wiJl excite the compassion of the humane 
Count de Melvil ; at least, this confession, 
which my conscience dictates under all the 
terrors of death and futurity, may be a warn- 
ing for him to avoid henceforth a smiling 
villain, like the execrable Fathom, upon 
whose miserable soul Almighty God have 
mercy.” 

llenaldo was deeply affected with the con- 
tents of this scroll, which denoted such hor- 
ror and despair. He saw there could be no 
dissimulation or sinister design in this pro- 
fession of penitence : he beheld the condition 
of the writer, which put all his humane pass- 
ions in commotion ; eo that he remembered 
nothing of Fathom but his present distress. 
He could scarce contain those indications 
which might have been justly deemed the 
effect of weakness and infirmity ; and having 
desired the physician and clergyman to con- 
tribute their assistance for the benefit of 
that wretch’s soul and body, he ran to the 
coach, and communicated the letter to the 
ladies ; at the same time drawing a picture 
of the object he had seen, which brought 
tears into the eyes of the gentle Scrafina, 
who earnestly entreated her lord to use his 
endeavours for the relief and recovery of the 
unhappy man, that he might, if possible, live 
to enjoy the benefit of mature repentance, 
and not die in that dreadful despair which 
he manifested in the letter. , 

Renaldo, returning to the house, found the 
pious clergyman reading prayers with great 
fervency, while Don iSiego stood with his 
right hand upon his breast, lookingsteadfastly 
upon the agonized Fathom, and the young 
woman kneeling, witli her streaming eyes 
lifted up to Heaven, in an ecstasy of grief 
and devotion : the physician had run to an 
apothecary’s shop in tfie neighbourhood, from 
whence he soon returned with an assistant, 
who applied a large blister to the back of the 
miserable patient, wdiile the female, by the 
doctor’s direction, moistened Jiis mouth with 
a cordial which he had prescribed. 

These charitable steps being taken, Count 
de Melvil entreated the apothecary’s servant 
to procure a tent-bed for the accommodation 
of the sick person with all imaginable de- 
spatch ; and, in less than an hour, one was 
actually pitohod, and Fathom lifted into it, 
after he had be a shifted, and in some mea- 
sure purified from tlie d’xjgs of his indigence. 
During this transaction the ladies were con- 
ducted to a tavern not far off, where dinner 
was bespoke, that they might be at hand to 
see the eftect of their charity, which was not 
confined to what we have already described, 
but extended so far, that, in a little time, the 
apartment was comfortably furnished, and 
the young creature provided with change of 
apparel, and money to procure the necessa- 
ries of subsistence. 


Notwithstanding all their care, the wretch- 
ed Fathom still remained insensible, and the 
doctor pronounced a very unfavourable prog- 
nostic, while he ordered a pair of additional 
vesicatories to be laid upon his arms, and 
other proper medicines to be administered. 
After dinner, the ladies ventured to visit the 
lace, and when liScrafina crossed the thres- 
old, the weeping female fell at her feet, and, 
kissing her robe, exclaimed, — ** Sure you are 
an angel from heaven.” 

The alteration in her dress had made a 
very a^eeable change in her appearance, so 
that the countess could now look upon 
her without shuddering at her distress ; and, 
as Fathom was not in a condition to be dis- 
turbed, she took this opportunity of inquiring 
by what steps that unfortunate wretch was 
conveyed from the prison, in which she 
knew he had been confined, to the place 
where he now lay in such extremity ; and bv 
what occurrence he had found a wife in such 
an abyss of misfortune. Here the other’s 
tears began to flow afresh. “ I am ashamed,” 
said she, to reveal my own folly ; yet I dare 
not refuse a satisfaction of this kind to a per- 
son who lias laid me under such signal obli- 
gations.” 

She then proceeded to relate her story, by 
which it appeared, she was no other than 
the fair and unhappy Elinor, whom the art- 
ful Fath'om had debauched upon his first 
I arrival in town, in the manner already de- 
scribed in these memoirs. “ Heaven,” con- 
tinued she, “ was pleased to restore the use 
of my reason, which 1 had lost when I found 
myself abandoned by tlio count ; but all my 
connexion with my own family being en- 
tirely cut off, and every door shut against a 
poor creature who could procure no recom- 
mendation, except the certificate signed by 
the physician of Bedlam, which, instead of 
introducing me to service, was an insur- 
mountable objection to my character; I 
found myself destitute of all means of sub- 
sisting, unless 1 would condescend to live 
the infamous and wretched life of a courte- 
zan, an expedient rendered palatable by t^e 
terrors of want, co-operating with the re- 
flection of the irretrievable loss I had already 
sustained. T ask pardon for offending your 
chaste cars with this impure confession of 
my guilt, which, Heaven knows, I then did, 
and now do look upon with abhorrence and 
detestation. 1 had already forfeited my in- 
nocence, and wanted resolution to encounter 
misery and death. Nevertheless, before*! 
could determine to embrace the condition of 
a prostitute, I was one day accosted in the 
Park by an elderly gentleman who sat down 
by me upon a bench, and, taking notice of 
the despondence which was evident in my 
countenance, pressed me to make him ac- 
quainted with the nature of my misfortune. 
So much sympathy and good sense appeared 
in his deportment and conversation, that 
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gratified liis requeet, and he, in return fur my 
confidence, saved me from the most horrible 
p*:rt of my prospect, by taking me into his 
protection, and reserving me for his own ap- 
petite. In this situation 1 lived a whole 
year, until I w'as deprived of my keeper by 
an apoplectic fit, and turned out of doors by 
his relations, who did not, however, strip me 
of the clothes and movables which I owed 
to his bounty. Far from being as yet recoil- 
ciled to a vicious life, I resolved to renounce 
the paths of shame, and converting my 
effects into ready money, hired a small shop, 
and furnished it with haberdashery ware, in- 
tending to earn an honest livelihood by the 
sale of these commodities, together with the 
plain work in which f hoped to be employed 
so soon as my talents should be known. But 
this scheme did not answer my expectation. 
The goods spoiled upon my hands, and, aa L 
was a stranger in the neighbourhood, nobody 
would intrust me with any other business : 
so that, notwithstanding the most parsimo- 
nious economy, I ran in debt to my landlord, 
who seized my effects ; and a hosier, from 
whom 1 had received some parcels upon 
credit, took out a writ against me, by virtue 
of which I was arrested and imprisoned in 
the Marshalsca, where I found my first se- 
ducer. Good Heaven! what did I feel at 
this unexpected meeting, overwhelmed as 1 
was before with my own distress ! * I with a 
loud scream fainted away, and when I recov- 
ered, found myself in the arms of Mr B'athom, 
who wept over me with great affliction. All 
his prospects of gaiety liad now vanished, 
and his heart was softened by his own mis- 
fortunes, to a feeling of another’s woe, as 
well as to a due sense of his own guilt. He 
expressed the deepest sorrow for having been 
the occasion of my riiiii, endeavoured to 
comfort me with promise of assistance ; and, 
indeed, by practising medicine among the 
prisoners, made shift to keep us both from 
starving. But surely no sinner underwent 
such severe remorse as that which he suffer- 
ed during his imprisonment. ITrom the day 
oSour meeting, I never once saw him smile; 
a melancholy cloud continually overhung his 
<‘Oiintcnance. He numbered the minutes by 
his groans ; he used to start with horror from 
1)16 sleep, and, striking his breast, would ex- 
claim— “ O Elinor ! I am the worst of vil- 
lains !” Sometimes he seemed disordered 
in his brain, and raved about Rcnaldo and 
^oniinia ; in a word, bis mind was in a 
dreadful situation; and all his agonies were 
communicated to me, whom by this time he i 
had married, in order to make sorra atone- 1 
ment for my wrongs. Wretched as he then i 
waa, I remembered the accomplished youth | 
who had captivated my virgin heart ; the old 
impressions still remained, 1 saw his peni- 
tence, pitied his misfortune, and his wife 
being dead, consented to join his fate, the 
*cereBaony being pcrfbiroed by a fellow pris- 
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oner, wlio was in orders. Though his hard- 
hearted creditor had no other chance of 
being paid, than that of setting him at liberty, 
he lent a deaf ear to all our supplications; 
and this cruelty conspiring with the anguish 
of my husband’s own reflection, allectod his 
health and spirits to such a degree, that lu* 
could no longer earn the miseniblp pittance 
which had hitherto supported our lives. 
Then our calamities began to multiply. In- 
digence and famine stared us in the face : 
and it was with the utmost difficulty that we 
resisted their attacks, by selling or })ledging 
our wearing apparel, until we were left 
almost quite naked, when we found our- ' 
solves discharged by an net passed tor the 
relief of insolvent debtors. This rlmritable 
law, which was inttmded fop a consolation 
to the wretched, proved to us tlu‘ most severe 
disaster; for wc were turned out into the 
streets, utterly destitute of food, riiinent, 
and lodging, at a time when Mr B'atliom w'ns 
so weakened by his distemper, that he could 
not stand alone. I supported him from door 
to door, imploring the compassion of charit- 
able Christians, and was at leiigtli ])ermitted 
to shelter him in this miserahlo place, whore 
his disease gaininggronnd, ho lay tiireednys 
in that deplorable condition, from vvhicli lie 
hath now been rescued (though I fear too 
late) by your humanity and benevolence.” 

She shed a flood of tears at the conclusion 
of this mournful talc, which did not fail to 
affect the, whole audience, especially Sora- 
fina, who assured her, that whatever should 
happen to her husband, she might depend 
upon finding favour and protection, provided 
her conduct should correspond with her 
professions. While this grateful creature 
kissed the hand of lior kind benefnetross. 
Fathom uttered a groan, began to stir in the 
bed, and witli a languid voice called upon 
Blhiior, who instantly withdrawing the cur- 
tain, presented the whole company to his 
view. He had now retrieved the use of Ins 
perccjption by the operation of the blisters, 
which began to torture him severely ; he 
looked around him with amazement and 
affright, and distinguishing the three persons 
ngauisr whom the chief arrows of his fraud 
and treachery had been levelled, ho conclud- 
ed that he was now arrived at the land of 
departed souls, and that the shades of tliose 
whom he had so grievously injured were 
come to see him tormented according to his 
demerits. 

BVaught with this notion, which was con- 
flnncd by the bodily pain which he felt, and 
the appearance of the clergyman and Joshua, 
whom he mistook for the rniiiisters of ven- 
geance, he cried, in a tone replete with 
horror, — Is there no mercy then for peni- 
tence ? Is there no pity dufi to the miseries 
I suffered upon earth 1 Save me, O boun- 
tiful Heaven ! from the terrors of everlasting 
woe; hide me from these dreadful exccu- 
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tionere, whose looks arc torture. Forgive 
me, generous Castilian. O Renaldo ! thou 
hadst oiiec a tender heart. I dare not lift 
my eyes to Scrnfina ! that pattern of human 
excellence, who fell a victim to iny atrocious 
guilt ; yet her aspect is all mildness and 
compassion. Ha ! arc not these the drops 
of pity ! Yes, they are the tears of mercy ; 
they fall like refreshing showers upon my 
drooping soul ! Ah, murdered innocence ! 
wilt thou not intercede for thy betrayer at 
the throne of grace 1” 

Here he was interrupted by Melvil, who 
with a grave and solemn air pronounced, — 

(ireat hath been thy guilt, unhappy Ferdi- 
nand, and great have been thy sufferings. 
Yet we come not to insult, but to alleviate 
thy distress. Providence hath kindly de- 
feated thy dire intentions, which wo there- 
fore now forgive and transmit to oblivion, 
whether it be thy lot to yield up thy spirit 
immediately, or to survive tJie dangerous 
malady with which thou art at present over- 
whelmed. Sulfer not thyself to despair ; for 
the mercy of Heaven is infinite ; and submit 
to the directions of this worthy gentleman, 
who will employ his skill for thy recovery, 
while we shall take care to furnish thee with 
necessary attendance. As too much speak- 
ing may be prejudicial to thy health, I dis- 
peiiho with thy reply, and exhort thee to 
eoriipose thyself to rest," So saying, he 
drew the curtain, and the company retired, 
leaving Fathom entranced with woyder. 

Tlie next step which Renaldo took for 
the benefit of this wretched penitent, was to 
send for the apothecary, with whom he left 
n. sum of money to bo expended for the con- 
venience of Fathom and his wife : then he 
laid injunctions upon the physician to repeat 
his visits ; and that gentleman, together with 
the clergyman and Joshua, taking leave of 
llie others till next day, the count set out 
with the ladies and his fatJicr-in-lavv, to the 
liuuse where they had lodged tlie preceding 
night. 

The reader mny well imagine the conver- 
sation of the evening turned wholly upon the 
strange occurrence of the day, which seemed 
to have been concerted by supernatural pre- 
sciences in order to satisfy the v’cngcancc, 
and alVord inaltt'r of triumph to the generosity 
of those vyho had been so grievously injured 
by the guilty Fathom. Though not one of 
them would say at such a miscreant ought 
to live, yet ail ( oncurred i.i approving the 
offices of humanity which had been perform- 
ed, and oven endeavoured to find specious 
pretexts for vindicating their compassion. 
Don Diego said, it would ill become a trans- 
gressor like him to withhold his forgiveness 
from a sinner who had w'ronged him ; Madam 
Clement appealed to the approbation of 
Heaven, which had undoubtedly directed 
them that way, for the purpose they had 
fulfilled : Serafina observed, that the crimes 


of the delinquent were obliterated by his 
sorrow, misery, and repentance : Renaldo 
honestly owned, that, exclusive of other rea- 
sons, he could not deny liimself the luxurious 
enjoyment of communicating happiness to his 
fellow-creatures in distress: and each fer- 
vently prayed, that their charity might not 
be disappointed by the death of the object. 

While they amused themselves in these 
discussions, Fathom, after having lain some 
hours silent, in consequence of Renaldo's 
advice, could no longer suppress the aston- 
ishment of his mind, but, addressing himself 
to his wife, — “ O Elinor said he, “ my 
delirium is now past ; though 1 still remem- 
ber the phantasies of my distempered brain. 
Among other reveries, my imaginalion was 
regaled with a vision so perfect and distinct, 
as to emulate truth and reality. Methought 
Count de Melvil, Don Diego de /.elos, and 
the divine Serafina, the very persons wh.t 
are now crying before the throne of heaven 
for vengeance against the guilty Fathom, 
stood by my bed-side, with looks of pity and 
forgiveness ; and that Ronaldo spoke peace 
to my departing soul. I heard the words 
distinctly ; I retain them in my memory ; I 
saw the tears trickle from Serafina's eyes ; 
f heard her father iillcr a compassionate 
sigh; and should actually believe that they 
were personally present, had not I long ago 
^eeu witlemy own eyes the funeral process, 
ion of that young lady, w.'iose wrongs Cod 
pardon ; and were 1 not convinced that such 
a meeting could not be eilectcd without the 
immediate and miraculous interposition of 
Heaven. Yet every tl/ing 1 now see cor- 
responds with the words of Renaldo, which 
.still sound in my ears. When my percep- 
tion forsook mo, 1 Jay in the most abjen 
misery, among straw ; and thou, poor injured 
innocence, wast naked and forlorn. Now, 

1 find myself reposing in a warm, easy, com- 
fortable bed : I see around me the marks t)f 
human charity and care, and the favourable 
change in thy appearance glads my poor de- 
jected lieart. Say whence this happy alter- 
ation ] Do I really awake from that dreay.! 
of misery in which we have continued si> 
long ? or do I still utter the extravagant rav- 
ings of a distempered brain 

Elinor was afraid of imparting at once all 
the particulars of the happy change he had 
undergone, lest they might leave a dangerous 
impression upon his fancy, which was not 
yet duly composed : she contented herself, 
therefore, with telling him, that he had been- 
obliged to the humanity of a gentleman and 
lady, who chanced to pass tliut way by acci- 
dent, and who, understanding his deplorable 
case, had fiirnished him with the conveni- 
ences which he now enjoyed ; she then pre- 
sented to him what the doctor had directed 
her to administer, and admonisliing him to 
commit Ins head to the pillow, he was 
favoured with a breathing sweat, fell/ast* 
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ftslcGpt Gnd in a few hours waked again 
altogether cool and undisturbed. 

It was upon this occasion that his wife 
explained the circumstances of that visit 
which had redeemed him from the extremity 
of wretchedness and the jaws of death ; upon 
which he started up, and throwing himself 
upon his knees, exclaimed, — “ All-gracious 
Power ! this was the work of thy own boun- 
teous liand : the voice of my sorrow and 
repentance hath been heard. Thou hast 
inspired my benefactors with more than 
mortal goodness in my behalf ; how shall I 
praise thy name ! how shall I requite their 
generosity ! O, I am bankrupt to both ! Yet 
let me not perish until 1 shall have convinced 
them of my reformation, and seen them 
enjoying that felicity which ought to be 
reserved for such consummate virtue.” 

Next day in the forenoon, he was visited 
by the physician, whom he now recollected 
to have seen at the house of Madam Clement; 
and after having thanked that gentleman for 
his humanity and care, he earnestly begged 
to know by what means Serafina lind been 
preserved. When he was satisfied in this 
particular, and given to understand that 
she was now happy in the arms of Ronaldo, 
— “ lllessod be (xod,” he cried, “ for having 
defeated the villainy of him who sought to 
part such lovers. Dear Sir, will you add 
one circmnstaiico to your charily, 'and boar 
to that happy couplo, and the in.ble Don 
Diego, the respects and the remorse of a 
sincere iienilont, wliom their comyassioii 
hath raised to Idc. I have been such a trai- 
tor to them, that my words deserve no re- 
gard. 1 will not therefore use professions. 

1 dare not hope to be adiiutted into their 
presence. I am indeed ashamod to seo the ] 
light of the sun : how then could 1 bear the I 
look.s of that injured family f All, no! let] 
me hide myself in some obscure retreat, 
where I may work out my salvation with 
li'ar and trembling, and pray incessantly to 
heaven for their prosperity.” 

The physician promised to represent his 
cniitrition to the count and his lady, and ac- 
cordingly proceeded to their habitation, 
where he repeated these expressions, and 
pronounced his patient out of danger : so 
that their thoughts were now employed in 
concerting a scheme for his future subsist- 
ence, that he might not be exposed by indi- 
gence to a relapse in point of morals. 
Renaldo being still averse to any personal 
intercourse with such a wretch, until he 
should give some undoubted proofs of amend- 
ment, and as yet afraid of intrusting him 
witli any office that required integrity, re- 
solved, with the approbation of all present, 
to settle him in a cheap county in the north 
of England, whore he and his wife could live 
comfortably on an annuity of sixty pounds, 
^ until his behaviour should entitle him to a 
be^r provision. 

ds 


n;i7 

This resolution was just taken, when 
Joshua arrived with a gentleman whom he 
introduced to Don Diego ns the secretary 
of the Spanish ambassador. After the first 
coinplinients, the strangt'r told the Cnstiliaiu 
that he waited upon him at the desire of his 
excellency, who would liavc come in person, 
had he not been confined by the gout. Then 
he put into his hand a letter from the court 
of Madrid, written by a nobleman of Diego’s 
acquaiiitaiice, who informed him, that Don 
Manuel de Mendoza having made away with 
himself by poison, in order to avoid the dis- 
grace of a legal conviction, his catholic 
majc'sty was now convinced of Don Diego^ 
innocence, and granted him leavi* to n liini 
and take possession of his honours and es- 
tate. This information was continued by 
the secretary, who assured him that the 
ambassador had orders to niain^ him ac- 
quainted with this favourable dei ihion of the 
king. The Castilian having first acquitted 
himself in the most polite terms to tlu* se- 
cretary and the Jew, who, he said, hud always 
been a me.ssenger ol’glad tidings, communi- 
cated his happiness to the company ; and 
this evening concluded the third day of their 
rejoicing. 

Next morning Don Diego \vc*rit to visit 
the ambassador, accompanied by .loshua nrid 
the socrelar> ; while tlu' pliysician repairing 
to the habitati.m of I'athom, signified, by 
Reiialdo’s diriiction, the resolution whicli 
! had beciUaiam ii. Ins behalf; and the patient 
no sooner hi'nrd his doom, than, lifting up 
Ills hands, lie cried, — “ 1 am unworthy of 
such tenderness and benevolence:” while 
Elinor shed a flood of tears in silence, uiiii- 
Ide to give ulternru*e to lier grateful tlioiight ; 
Melvil'i. bounty having so far trunseendeil 
her most sanguine* hope. 

TJie Spaniard Jiavjiig paid his ilevoirs ti> 
his excellency, returned before dinner : and, 
in the afternoon, desiring a private eoiifi'r- 
cnce witli Serafina, thev retired into aiiolliei 
apartment, and lie expressed himself to this 
effect. “You have contracted, my dear 
child, a liabit of calling Madam (’lemei.t 
yi iir mother, ami doubtless, by her iiiaternal 
tenderness and regard, slie hath acquired a 
just title to the appellation : yet T own I 
would fain strengthen it by a legal claim. 1 
no sooner retrieved my daughter than 1 gave* 
her away to the most deserving youth that 
ever sighed with love. 1 rejoice in tin* gif 
which secured your happiness ; but I left 
myself in a solitary situation, which even the 
return of my good fortune cannot rimde.* 
easy nnd supportable. When 1 revisit tlie 
castle of Zrlos, every well-known object will 
recallho memory of my Antonia, aiiJ I shall 
want a companion to fill her place, and to 
sympathize with me in that sorrow which 
will be derived from my rcmeriibrancf*. 
Who is there so worthy to succeed yoiir 
raother in the affection of Don Diego, as she 
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who inherits her h'vr for Serafina, and re- 
Bemblcs iier so stro^.j/ly in every virtue of 
the sox? Similar attractions will produce 
similar e/Tccte. Afy heart is already attached 
to that good lady; and, provideef Serafina 
shall approve of iny choice, I will lay myself 
and fortune at her feet.” 

The fair countess replied, with an enchant- 
ing smile, tha^, before this declaration, she 
had with p.^asure perceived the progress 
which Madai.i Clement had made in his heart; 
and that she did not believe there was a per- 
son upon earth better qualified to repair the 
loss he liad sustained ; though she foresaw 
one obstacle to his happiness, which she 
was afraid would not be easily surmounted. — 

“ You mean,” answered the Castilian, “ the 
difference of religion, which I am resolved to 
remove by adopting the protestant faith; 
though I am fully satisfied tliat real goodness 
is of no particular persuasion, and that sal- 
vation cannot depend upon belief, over which 
the will has no infiiiencc. 1 invest you, there- 
fore, with the charge of declaring my passion 
and proposal, and empower you to satisfy 
her scruples with regard to the'religion which 
I now profess, and which I shall not openly 
relinquish, until I shall have secured, in this 
country, effects sufficient to screen me from 
the ill consequences of my king’s displeasure.” 

Serafina undertook this office with pleasure, 
because she had reason to think his addresses 
would not be disagreeable to Madam Cle- 
ment ; and that same night made the count 
acquainted with the nature of her commission. 
Nor was her expectation disappointed : the 
Ereiich lady, with that frankness which is 
peculiar to virtue and good breeding, coii- 
fessod that Don Diego was not indiflerent 
to her choice, and did not hesitate in receiv- 
ing him upon the footing of a lover. As we 
have already dwelt circumstantially on the 
passion of love, so as p(»rhaps even to have 
tired our readers, we shall not repeat the 
dialogue that passed, when the Spaniard was 
indulged with an opportunity to explain his 
iseiitiinouts. Suffice it to observe, that the 
l idy’s days of coquetrj^ were now over, and 
that she was too wise to trifle with the time 
winch every uionieiit became more and more 
precit>us. It was agreed, then, that Don 
Diego should se'.rle his allkirs in Spain, and 
return to Engluiifl, in order to espouse Ma- 
dam Clement, with a view to fix his residence 
in this island, w be Ronaldo likewise pro- 
jiosed to enjoy the swet-is of his fortune, 
provided he could draw hither his interests 
i id connexions. 

Mcaiiwhilof haviuff for some days enjoyed 
his bliss with all the nilness of rapture, amidst 
this small but agreeable society, he shifled 
the scene, and condjeted his dear partner to 
a ready furnished house in town, wdiich, 
together with an occasional equipage, his 
friend Joshua hod hired for the accommoda- 
tion of him and his father-in-law, who, during 


his stay in England, failed not to cultivate 
the mistress of his heart with the most punc- 
tual assiduity. Hitherto Serafina had been 
as a precious jewel locked up in a ca.sket, 
which ^hc owner alone has an opportunity to 
contemplate ; but now the count, who was 
proud of such a prize, resolved to let her 
shine forth to the admiration of the whole 
world. With this view he bespoke such 
ornaments as befitted her quality, and, while 
the mantua-makers were employed in her 
service, made a tour among his former ac- 
quaintance, and discharged the obligations 
under which he lay to some who had assisted 
him in his distress. He did not, however, 
introduce them to his charming Serafina; 
because not one of them had formerly treated 
her with that delicacy of regard which he 
thought her due ; and some of them were 
much mortified at their neglect, when they 
saw what a dazzling figure she made in the 
beau monde. 

She was visited by the Spanish and im- 
perial ambassadors and divers other foreigners 
of distinction, to whom Melvil had letters 
of recommendation : but her first public ap- 
pearance was in a box at the opera, accom- 
panied by Madam Clement, the count, and 
Don Diego : the entertainment was already 
begun, so that her entrance had the greater 
effect upon the audience, whose attention 
was sof I? detached from the performance, 
and rivet ted upon this amiable apparition, 
which seemed to he some bright being (jf 
another world dropped from the clouds among 
them. Then did the spirit of curiosity play 
its part. A thousand whispers circulated; 
as many glasses were exalted to reconnoitre 
this box of foreigners, for such they con- 
cluded them to be from their appearance. 
Every male spectator acknowledged Serafina 
to be the paragon of beauty ; and every female 
confessed, that Melvil was the model of a 
fine gentleman. The charms of the young 
countess did not escape the eye and appro- 
bution of royalty itself: and when her rank 
was known, from the information of the am- 
bassadors and other people of condition wlw 
were seen saluting iier at a distance, that 
same evening a thousand bumpers were swal- 
lowed in honour of the Countess de Melvil. 
The fame of her beauty was immediately 
extended over this immense metropolis, and 
different schemes were concerted for bringing 
her into life. These, however, she resisted 
with unwearied obstinacy. Her happiness* 
centered in Ilenaldo, and the cultivation of 
a few friends within the shade of domestic 
quiet ; she did not even forget the concerns 
of the wretched Fathom and his faithful 
Elinor, who daily enjoyed fresh instances of 
her humanity and care ; when his fever for- 
sook him, he was supplied with nourishing 
food for the recovery of his health ; and as 
soon os he found himself in a condition to , 
travel, he gave notice to his benefactor, 
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desired Joshua to settU with him Uic manner 
in which he was to rorci\c his allowance., and 
to pay the first half-year’s salary per advance. 

This afiair bein^ adjusted, and the place 
of his retreat signified, the Jew told Elinor, 
that she might wait upon the countess before 
their departure, and she did not fail to make 
use of this permission. After they had made 
the necessary preparations for their journey, 
and taken places in the York stage-coach, 
Mrs Fathom, clothing herself in decent ap- 
parel, went to the house of Count Melvil, 
and was immediately admitted to the pre- 
sence of Serafina, who received her with her 
usual complacency, enriched her with salu- 
tary advice, comforted her with the hope of 
better things, provided her conduct and that 
of her husband siiould henceforth be found 
irreproachable : and wishing her peace and 
happiness, presented her with a box of linen, 
and twenty guineas in a purse. Such ex- 
cessive goodness overpowered this sensible 
young woman to such a degree, that she 
stood before her in speechless awe and vene- 
ration ; and the countess, in order to relieve 
her from the confusion under which she suf- 
fered, quitted the room, leaving her to the 
care of her w’oman. It was not long, how- 
ever, before hc^r gratitude broke out in loud 
exclamations and a violent passion of tears, 
which all her efforts could not,^j^r u good 
while, overcome. By this lime coach 
was brought up to the gate for tin /ceptioii 
of Serafina, who took an airing every day at 
the same hour ; when Ronaldo, leading her 
to the vehicle, beheld a man plainly dressed 
standing within the court, with his head and 
body bent towards the earth, so that his 
countenance could not be perceived. 

Melvil, who supposed him to be some un- 
fortunate man come to implore his charity, 
turned towards him, and asked with a humane 
accent, if he wanted to speak with any per- 
son in the house. To this interrogation the 
stranger replied without lifting up his head, — 
“ Overwhelmed as I am with Uoimt Melvil’s 
ge’icroBity, together with a consciousncKS of 
tjTy own unworthiness, it ill becomes a wretch 
like mo to importune him for further favour: 
yet I could not bear the thought of witbdraw- 
ing (perhaps for ever) from the presence of 
my benefactor, without soliciting liis per- 
mission to see his face in mercy, to acknow- 
ledge my atrocious crimes, to hear iny pardon 
confirmed by his voice, and that of his ac- 
complished countess, whom I dare not even 
at a distance behold ; and to express my fer- 
vent wish for their prosperity.” 

Melvil, whose heart was but too tender, 
could not hear this address without emotion ; 
he recognized the companion of his infancy 


and youth ; he remei, ed the happy scimes 
he had enjoyed with I'^thom, whose voice 
had always s^cli an effect upon his ear as to 
excite the idt-a^A of friendship and estoeiii ; 
and he was disturbed by tins unexpected 
meeting, which also discomposed the beau- 
teous Serafina. Rennldo, having paused a 
little, — “ It IS with pain,” said he, •• I i-ecol- 
Icct any thing to the prejudic of Fatlioni, 
whose future behaviour will, ^ hope, erase 
the memory of his oftenccs, and jiwtify wJmt 
other stops I may take in his favour. Mean- 
while I heartily forgive what is past ; and, 
in token of my sincerity, present my hand 
ivhich oiir adventurer bathed witii Ins tears. 
Tlie countess, w'hose mind was in unison 
with her hushaiid, repeated her assurances 
of pardon and protection : at which tlw^ peni- 
tent rejoiced in silence, while he raised his 
head, and took a parting view of those charms 
which had formerly enslaved his lieart. 

Having thus oboycil the dictates of his duty 
and inclination, he ne.vt moriimg emharked 
in the stage-imach, with his faithful Elinor, 
and in six days arrived at the place of his 
retreat, which hi? found extremely well 
adapted to the circuinHlaru'es of his rmiid 
and fortune ; for all his vice and amhitioii 
was now quite mortified within him, mid his 
whole attention engrossed in atoning for hii» 
former crimes, by a sober and penitent life, 
by which alone he could deserve the uncom- 
mon generosity of liis patrons. 

Whilcf he thus nci^ommodntod hmisolf to 
his new' system, Ronaldo received letters of 
congraluhil ion from his sister, who, with the. 
major, had come to Brussels, in order to meet 
her brother and Scnifina, according to liis 
proposal. This intimation being ooinmu- 
iiicated to Don Diego, he resolved to accom- 
pany them to Flanders, in Ins way to S|>ain. 
JVeparations were made for their departure ; 
the clergyman and physician were honoured 
with valuabh* marks oi friendship and ehleem 
from t he countes.s, Kenaldo, and the (histiliaii, 
who were convoyed to Deal by Madam de- 
ment, to whom, at parting, Don Diego pr«*- 
Honted a diamond ring, as a pledge of his 
inviolable love. 

Here the travellers hired a vessel for ( In- 
tend, which they reached in a few hours ; in 
tw’^o days more they arrived at Bnissels, 
where Mrs Farrel and her husband were 
struck with admiration at the surprising 
beauty and accomplishments of their sister- 
in-law, whom they caressed with equal ten- 
derness and joy. In a word, all parties were 
os happy as goodl fortune could make them ; 
and Don Diego set out for Spain, after they 
had agreed to reside in the Low Countries 
till his return. 


END OF VOLUME I. 







